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Secretary's  Office 


OuEBSC,  24th  December  1881. 


7b  Hit  Honor  Theodore  BoBlTAiUiE,  Lieulenant-Oovemor  of  the  Province 
of  Quebec, 


Sm, 


AllaiTT  me  to  siibmit  to  Your  Honor  the  Eeport  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instmction  for  the  scholastic  year  1880*81. 


I  am. 


Your  Honor's 


Very  obedient  servant, 


E.  T.  PAQUET, 

Provincial-Secretary. 


DEPj^RTMENT 


or 


PUBLIC  INSTEUCTION 


Quebec,  22nd  December  1881. 
To  the  Honorable  Et.  Th.  Paquet,  Secretary  of  the  Province. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  my  report  upon  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  the  year  1880-81. 


GENERAL  STATE. 


According  to  the  order  which  I  adopted  in  my  preceding  reports,  I 
will  begin  by  giving  a  comparative  table  of  the  results  obtained  during 
the  last  years,  according  to  the  official  statistics. 


1876-77 

1877-78 

In- 
crease. 

1878-79 

In- 
crease. 

1879-80 

Increase 

or 
decrease. 

1680-81 

Increase. 

MuDicipatitfeB 

949 

967 

17 

970 

3 

988 

18  inc. 

1010 

22 

IMstricts 

4193 
3826 

4233 
3945 

40 
119 

4291 
3948 

58 
3 

4318 
4013 

27  inc. 
65  inc. 

4403 
4039^ 

86 

School  Houses 

26 

Schools  (under  su- ") 
peirision) . . . .  / 

4115 

4209 

94 

4282 

73 

4310 

28  inc. 

4368 

58 

Knmber  of  pupils 

332765 

234828 

3063 

239808 

4980 

234705 

5104  dec. 

235574 

869 

Average  attendance.. 

178621 

180294 

1673 

183740 

3446 

180315 

• 

3425  dec. 

180370 

65 

*  This  is  not  the  namher  that  will  be  lonnd  in  the  recapitulation  of  the  table  of  Btatistics 
given  hj  inspectors  at  page  142  of  this  report.  This  figure  is  not  right,  Mr.  DelAge  haying  made  a 
mistake  of  100  in  his  addition  in  the  number  of  school  houses  in  his  dlitrict. 
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Let  us  compare  with  this  table  the  following  : 


Teaching. 


History 

Arithmetic 

Book-keeping 

Geography 

Agriculture 

InduBtrial  drawing, 


1876-77 


65294 
128432 
12101 
58806 
16665 
8351 


1877-78 


70826 
134624 
13859 
63658 
19625 
20914 


In- 
crease. 


5532 
6292 
1758 
4852 
2960 
12563 


1878-79 


74849 
139148 
14932 
67110 
22846 
35429 


In- 
crease. 


4023 
4524 
1073 
3452 
3221 
14515 


1879-80 


80143 


153852 


17891 


72812 
24792 


50777 


In- 
crease. 


5294 


14704 


2969 


5702 


1946 


15348 


1880-81 


75496 


148911 


21295 


71418 
26070 


48711 


Increase 

or 
decrease. 


4647  dec. 
4941  dec. 
3404  inc. 
1394  dec. 
1278  inc. 
2066  dec. 


Thus  in  1879-8( ,  the  number  of  children  at  school  compared  with  that 
of  the  preceding  year  had  decreased  by  5,104,  yet  nevertheless  the  number 
of  those  studying  the  chief  subjects  of  the  curriculum  of  studies  perceptibly 
increased,  which  is  a  proof  that  the  means  placed  at  my  disposal  have  been 
eflFective.  This  year,  in  1880-81,  the  result  is  the  opposite,  the  number  of 
scholars  has  increased  by  869 ;  but  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
those  studying  history,  arithmetic,  geography  and  industrial  drawing. 

This  is  a  deplorable  result. 

To  what  is  it  due  ?  I  attribute  it  in  a  great  measure  to  the  abolition 
of  the  *'  Book  Depository." 


In  my  last  report,  I  said  :^^"  I  merely  take  the  occasion  to  state  that  in 
"  taking  away  the  depository,  they  have  taken  from  me  the  most  effective 
"  means  I  had  of  carrying  out  reforms,  and  I  wash  my  hands  of  the 
'*  responsibility  of  this  unfortunate  determination.  I  hope  the  consequent 
•*  ces  will  not  be  fatal." 


vn 


I  r^ret  to  state  that  my  predictioiis  have  come  true.  We  have  gone 
back  a  step,  and  come  to  the  olden  days  when  the  parents,  left  to  their 
own  ways,  did  not  provide  the  children  with  the  necessary  class  books. 
For  those  who  know  anything  at  all  about  our  country  districts,  there  is  a 
great  difference  in  the  system  which  requires  that  a  father  of  a  family 
should  go  to  the  shop  and  buy  and  pay  for  the  school  books,  and  the  one 
which  authorizes  the  municipality  to  purchase  from  the  government  all 
school  requisites  with  the  common  fund  and  to  distribute  them  gratuit- 
ously to  the  scholars.     The  latter  system  has  been  abolished. 

To  make  up  for  and  replace,  in  a  certain  measure,  the  Book  Depository, 
I  would  ask  the  legislature  to  pass  a  law  in  the  following  sense : 

"  The  school  municipalities  shall  be  obliged  to  provide  their  schools 
with  the  necessary  class  requisites,  and  to  furnish  gratuitously  all  children 
inscribed  upon  the  class-roll  the  books,  slates,  copy-books,  pencils,  ink,  and 
all  other  things  necessary  and  useful  in  teaching ;  and  the  said  municipa- 
lities shall  purchase  them  all  out  of  their  funds  and  increase  the  assessment 
accordingly,  if  necessary.'^ 

Already,  a  number  of  municipalities  have  adopted  this  system,  parti- 
cularly the  county  of  Bonaventure,  thanks  to  the  zeal  and  intelligence  of 
the  inspector  Lucier.  They  are  satisfied  the  schools  are  better  kept,  the 
rate-payers,  after  a  short  experience,  have  declared  themselves  satisfied 
with  an  administration,  which,  in  taking  from  them  the  trouble  of  bu3ring 
aQ  those  small  requisites,  such  as  manuals,  pencils,  &;c.,  has  given  them 
better  schools.  I  hope  the  legislature  will  not  hesitate  to  make  so  good  a 
system  a  general  one  by  law. 


vm 


SUGGESTIONS. 

Since  the  consolidation  of  our  laws  has  not  yet  been  completed,  I  think 
legislation  is  required  on  some  points,  which  appear  to  me  to  be  impor- 
tant : 

1.  Thus,  the  want  of  an  inspector  general,  the  appointm^it  of  whom 
has  long  been  asked  for,  is  now  felt  more  than  ever : — under  the  present 
system  of  our  law  the  relations  between  the  Superintendent  and  the  inspec- 
tors are  not  close  enough.  In  fact  the  Superintendent  cannot  know  with 
an  absolute  certainty  how  the  inspections  are  caCrried  on,  he  has  to  depend 
upon  the  inspectors  themselves,  and  trust  to  their  capacity,  zeal,  and  good 
system  of  teaching  with  which  they  are  credited.  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
with  respect  to  this  point  that  any  abuses  have  been  committed  in  practice, 
but  in  theory  I  think  there  is  something  wanting  in  this  system.  The 
Superintendent  should  have  some  direct  means  of  controlling  the  inspec- 
tion.   It  is  by  means  of  an  inspector  general  that  this  could  be  done. 

But  it  would  be  necessary  that  this  inspector  general  should  be  one  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  this  for  two 
reasons :  first,  to  avoid  an  extra  expense  ;  second,  that  this  inspector  general 
should  be  in  close  connection  with  the  Superintendent,  and  in  short,  to  be 
constantly  at  hand. 

In  this  case,  there  would  not  be  a  new  officer,  but  one  of  the  officers 
would  have  more  extensive  powers. 

2.  We  have  two  kinds  of  school  municipalitieB,  the  one  of  five  commis- 
sioners, the  other  of  three  trustees,  ^hj  Jive  commissioners  ?  Their  duties 
are  exactly  the  same  as  those  of  the  trustees,  and  these  latter  have  always 
been  as  successful,  according  to  my  experience,  as  the  former ;  I  would 
venture  to  say,  they  have  been  more  so,  for  being  fewer,  they  can  agree 
easier  and  quicker.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  number  of  commis- 
sioners should  be  reduced  to  three. 


IX 


I  am  not  aware  how  this  proposition  will  be  received  by  the  legis- 
latnre  ;  I  giye  my  opinion  in  all  candour. 

3.  There  is  a  strange  anomaly  in  our  laws.  They  do  not  require  that 
the  commissioners  or  trustees  should  know  how  to  read,  and  yet  the  latter 
have  the  power  of  determining  the  curriculum  of  studies  in  the  schools  un- 
der tbeir  control  (ch.  16  C.  S.  L.  C,  sec.  66).  This  section  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  our  school  law.  On  the  one  hand, 
it  is  evident  that  all  who  may  have  anything  to  do  with  educational  mat- 
ters should  at  least  know  how  to  read  and  write ;  on  the  other  hand,  why 
should  the  municipalities  also  have  the  power,  which  the  Council  of  Public 
Instmction  already  have,  to  determine  the  programme  of  studies  ? 

4.  One  question  of  importance  is  the  engagement  of  the  teachers.  I 
see  no  objection  that  the  municipalities  should  engage  the  teachers,  since 
they  cannot  engage  any  one  who  has  not  a  diploma  of  capacity,  which 
diploma  testifies  that  he  has  the  necessary  qualities  to  keep  a  school  well. 
But  I  do  not  think  it  right  that  the  municipalities  should  have  the  right 
to  dismiss  or  send  away  their  teacher  every  year,  for  in  this  case,  these  lat- 
ter are  at  the  mercy  of  local  quarrels  and  of  an  authority  which,  to  speak 
openly,  is  not  always  a  judge  of  capacity. 

I  think  teachers  should  not  be  engaged  for  a  less  period  than  five 
years,  and  that  the  right  of  dismissing  them  should  be  given  to  the  inspec- 
tors, with  appeal  to  the  Superintendent  or  the  Council  in  certain  cases. 

5.  I  must  once  more  return  to  a  question  which  greatly  concerns  the 
administration  of  my  department.  1  mean  that  the  secretary  of  the  Pro- 
testant Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  is  not  an  office 
holder  in  my  department. 

Nmnerous  inconvenienoes  are  the  result  in  practice,  in  the  shape  of 
delays  and  errors,  and  moreover,  I  have  not  access  to  the  official  arohives ; 
I  have  bat  copies  thereof.     I  have  already  drawn  attention  to  tihe  faat  in  a 


previous  report.  The  law  should  state  clearly  that  the  secretary  of  each 
of  the  Committees  of  the  Oouncil  shall  be  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  De- 
partment, belonging  to  the  same  religion  as  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee. 

BOARD  OF  EXAMINERS. 

In  my  last  report,  I  endeavored  to  show  the  necessity  of  changing  the 
constitution  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners,  and  I  brought  forward  a  new 
scheme.     With  this  scheme,  which  appeared  to  me  to  have  many  advanta- 
ges, but  which  has  not  yet  become  part  of  our  legislation,  I  wish  to  offer^ 
another  which  may  be  compared  with  the  first. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  there  are  too  many  boards  of  examiners,  now  more 
than  ever,  since  means  of  communication  are  so  numerous  and  easy.  But, 
even  keeping  the  same  number  as  at  present,  here  is  the  manner  of  work- 
ing them  which  ought  to  be  adopted  : 

A  general  programme  for  examination  might  be  prepared  by  the 
Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instmction.  Two  examining 
committees  sitting,  the  one  at  Montreal,  and  the  other  at  Quebec,  taking 
this  general  programme  as  a  basis,  should  make  a  special  programme  for  each 
examination  of  each  boards  of  examiners  in  their  respective  districts.  They 
would  send  these  special  programmes  in  sealed  envelopes,  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  examiners  should  be  obliged  to  send  them  back  to  the 
Committee  with  all  the  written  papers  thereon,  at  the  same  time  making  a 
report  on  the  oral  examination. 

It  is  about  what  has  been  adopted  by  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

CURRIOULUM   OF  STUDIES. 

I  often  receive  letters  from  people  who  find  that  I  exact  too  much  from 
the  teachers  and  scholars,  that  I  crowd  the  list  of  subjects  which  should  be 
taught  in  the  schools. 


Zl 


As  I  have  not  always  time  to  answer  these  unimportant  letters,  I  take 
the  opportunity  of  here  stating  that  it  is  not  the  Superintendent,  but  the 
law  and  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  that  determine  the  course  of 

studies.    Allow  me  to  cite  a  passage  from  my  circular  to  the  Inspectors  in 

1877: 

*'  In  reading  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council,  my  last 
report  and  my  last  circular,  you  will  see  that  the  authorities  are  very 
anxious  that  the  schools  should  be  classified  according  to  the  instruction 
given  therein.  You  already  know  the  course  of  studies  which  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Council  at  its  sitting  of  the  16th  October  1878.  Here  it 
is-: 


BMdiiig. 


Writing 


Mathematics 


Book-keeping. 


Geogimphy. 


HJstoiy. 


{ 


} 


{ 


Ytrious  gnbjects i 


Litetatoie. 


Elimsntabt    Schools. 
Ut  degree. 


A**  Spelling  from  a  book  and  by  heart. 
2*"  Fluent  reading. 


Dictation. 


1"*  Counting. 

2"^  Simple  Rules. 

3"  Mental  calculation. 


Abridged  sacred  history. 


Object  lessons. 


Elimintaby    Horools. 
2nd  degree. 


1**  Spelling  from  a  book  and  by  hear! 

2*"  Fluent  reading. 

3**  Summary  of  the  reading  lessons. 


V  Elemente. 

2**  Grammatical  analysis. 
3**  Dictation. 

V  Counting. 

2*  Simple  Bules. 
S"*  Compound  Rules. 
4**  Mental  calculation. 

By  single  entry. 

1*  Preliminary  ideas. 

2**  Abstract  of  5  divisions  of  the  globe. 

3**  Details  on  the  map  of  Canada. 

r  Sacred  History. 

2"  Abridged  history  of  Canada. 

r  Object  lessons.  ^ 

2"  Elementary  ideas  of  agriculture. 

The  art  of  writing. 


xu 


Beading 


Writing 


Grammar. 


Mathematics 


Book-keeping. 


Geography. 


History 


Various 


Literature. 


I 


{ 


{ 


Model  Schools. 


r  Elocution. 

2"  Parsing. 

3"  Declamation. 

4**  Reading  manuscript. 


r  Syntax. 

2"  Grammatical  analysis. 
3**  Logical  analysis. 
4"  Dictation. 

1*  Proportion. 

2°  Bules  of   do. 

3**  Mental  calculation. 


By  double  entry. 

1**  I>etails  of  the  five  divisions  of  the 

world. 
2°  Terrestrial  Globus. 


1**  Detailed  History  of  Canada. 


1**  Object  Ijessons. 

2"*  Further  principles  of  agriculture. 


Art  of  writing. 
Composition,  etc. 


ACADIMIBB. 


V  Elocution. 

2"  Parsing. 

3**  Declamation. 


1**  Grammar  reviewed. 
2**  Grammatical  analysis. 
3**  Logical  analysis. 
4'  Dictation. 

r  Progressions. 
2"  Logarithms. 
3"  Algebra. 
4"  Mensuration. 
5"*  Lineal  drawing. 

By  double  entry. 

1*  Geography  reviewed. 
2'  Terrestrial  Globe. 
3**  Celestial  Globe. 

1**  History  of  Canada  reviewed. 

2"  History  of^rancc. 

3**  History  of  England. 

4''  History  of  United  States. 

1"  Elementary  principles  of  Physics. 
2°  Agricultural  chemistry. 
3"  Principles  of  architecture. 

Quality  of  style. 

Figures. 

Narration. 

Description. 

Study  of  latin  (optional). 


''  I  would  call  to  your  notice  that  the  last  act  (40  Yict.,  ch.  22,  art.  32) 
has  added  drawing  to  this  programme  for  all  schools." 


POWERS  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

It  is  sometimes  asserted  that  the  Superintendent  has  too  extensive 
powers,  that  the  law  upon  this  subject  has  a  tendency  toward  centraliza* 
tion. 

There  is  an  evident  mistake  here.  The  decisions  that  can  be  given  by 
the  Superintendent  should  be  divided  into  two  kinds :  those  which  are 


XUl 


final,  that  is  from  which  no  appeal  lies  to  the  coarts,  and  those  which  are 
not  final,  and  from  which  there  is  an  appeal.  Thbse  latter  are  ihose  which 
bear  npon  the  most  important  questions  of  fact  and  of  law,  and  the  legisla- 
tnre  has  thought  it  wise  in  matters  of  real  importance  to  allow  the  parties 
interested  a  last  recourse.  As  to  the  final  decisions,  they  bear  upon  sub- 
jects of  lesser  importance,  and  the  legislature  has  thought  it  right  in  this 
case  to  do  away  with  the  right  of  appeal.  And  why  ?  Not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  centralization,  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  new  office  with  too 
great  powers,  but  merely  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  school  munici- 
palities from  squandering  the  money  of  the  rate-payers  in  law  costs.  One 
knows  how  easily  and  with  what  little  cause  law  suits  arise  in  our  coun- 
try. Is  it  not  much  better  to  have  these  suits  decided  gratuitously  by  the 
Superintendent  than  by  the  courts  at  a  large  expense  ? 

One  must  not  forget  that,  in  some  cases,  the  law  has  given  an  appeal 
from  the  decisions  of  the  Superintendent  to  one  or  other  of  the  Committees 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  Superintendent  has  no  object  in  asking  for  further  powers ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  less  power  he  has  the  less  Tesponsibility  will  he  have ; 
which  he  cannot  but  wish  for.  I  only  wish  to  put  the  question  as  I  un- 
derstand it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 


Tour  most  obedient  servant. 


aEDfiON  OUIMET, 

Surperintendent. 
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REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  INSPECTORS. 


M.  AECHAMBEAULT. 


(Translation,)    ^ 


Varennes,  Ist  Sept.  1881, 

County  of  Vercheres. 


Sir, 


1  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  herewith  the  grand  statistical  table  of 
my  district,  for  the  scholastic  year,  ending  80th  June,  1881. 

If  it  is  late  in  reaching  you,  it  is  due  to  my  having  been  ill  for  some 
weeks  and  unable  to  work  at  it. 

You  will  see  by  the  table  that  the  statistics  are  as  follows  : 
34  Municipalities : 

9  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 
12        "        "  Chambly, 


13        "        "  Richelieu. 


123  School  Districts : 


34  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 

35  "    •     "  Chambly, 
54        "        "  Richelieu. 


114  School  Houses : 

32  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 
32        "        "  Chambly, 

50        "        "  Richelieu. 

128  Schools  in  operation  under  control : 

34  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 

35  "         "  Chambly, 
54        "        "          Richelieu. 

93  Catholic  Primary  Schools  : 

25  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 
22        "        "  Chambly, 

46        *,        "  .Richelieu. 

3421  Pupils  :  1989  boys,  1682  girls,  attend  these  schools. 
653  Pupils  in  the  county  of  Chambly. 
1961  Pupils  in  the  county  of  Richelieu. 
1007  Pupils  in  the  county  of  Vercheres. 


4  Boys'  Model  Schools : 

2  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 
1       "  "  Verchferes, 

1  "  "  Eichelieu. 

300  pupils  attend  these  schools. 

5  Mixed  Model  Schools  : 

3  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 

2  in  the  county  of  Chambly. 

'  463  pupils  attend  these  schools. 

1  Boys'  Academy  in  the  county  of  Richelieu : 
365  pupils. 

10  Grirls'  Academies: 

4  in  the  county  of  Chambly  : 
3  in  the  county  of  Vercheres  ; 
3  in  the  county  of  Richelieu : 

1743  pupils  attend  these  schools. 

3  Protestant  Dissentient  Elementary^Schools  : 
2  in  the  county  of  Chambly  : 
1  in  the  County  of  Richelieu : 
94  pupils  attend  these  schools. 


1  Superior  Protestant  Dissentient  School  in  the  county  of  Chaqibly : 

mn    ... . 

49  pupils  attend  it. 


6  Industrial  colleges : 

2  in  the  county  of  Vercheeres : 
2      "  "         Chambly : 

2      "  '*         Richelieu*. 

791  pupils  attend  them. 

■ 

12S  Institutions  of  all  kinds : 

35  in  Chambly, 
84   "  Vercheres, 
54   *'  in  Richelieu, 

1944  pupils  in  Chambly, 
1975       "       "  Vercheres, 
3307       "       "  Richelieu. 

194  of  English  origin :  104  boys,  90'  girls ;  153  are  Protestants :  80  boys, 
73  girls  ;  the  others  are  Catholics,  as  well  as  the  French  Canadians. 

738  pupils  in  A,  B,  C  and  spelling. 
3188      "      reading  fluently. 

3300  "  "        well. 

4814  "  in  writing. 

4628  "  "  arithmetic. 

2466  "  "  mental  arithmetic. 

875  "  "  book-keeping. 

105  "  "  mensuration. 

10  ^'  ''  mathematics. 

^43      '<        "    English  grammar 
3665      "        "    French  " 


933  pupils  in  orthography. 
3260      "        "     parsing. 
484      "         "    letter-writing. 

3738      "        "    geography. 

3054      "         "    history. 

1539      "        "    drawing,  1st  book. 
870      «        "  «        2nd  book. 

38      "        "  "        from  nature. 

829      "         "    agriculture. 

365       "         "    vocal  music. 

230      "        '<    instrumental  music. 

12  Male  Teachers. 

65     "  "        in  religious  orders. 

88  Female  Teachers^ 
106       "*  "        in  religious  orders. 

13  Libraries. 
9200  volumes. 

The  remarks  I  made  in  my  last  year's  report  would  equally  apply  to 
this  year  :  I  therefore  refer  the  reader  to  that  report. 

I  would  only  add  that  this  district  is  fortunate  with  respect  to  its 
religions  institutions,  of  which  there  are  19  in  the  three  counties,  8  belong- 
ing to  male  religious  orders  and  11  to  nuns.  It  is  easy  to  understand  what 
influence  so  beneficial  a  teaching  must  have  on  tlie  future  generations 
which  will  inhabit  these  localities  and  their  neighborhood. 
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The  Zealand  devotedness  displayed  by  all  these  religious  establish- 
ments is  too  well  known  to  necessitate  my  speaking  of  each  of  them  in 
particular.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  they  have  all  vied  with  each  other  in 
the  path  of  progress. 

I  have  likewise  been  well  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
majority  of  the  lay  schools  of  the  district  have  been  kept. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc., 

J.  N.  A.  ARCHAMBEAULT, 

School  Inspector 


MR.  BEGIN. 

{Translalion,) 

KiMOUSKi,  30  July,  1881. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in  the 
district  of  Rimouski,  for  the  year  1880-81. 

This  report  shows  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  one  school  muni- 
cipality, there  being  27  instead  of  26 ;  that  there  are  125  school  districts 
instead  of  120;  99  school-houses  instead  of  97;  119  schools  in  operation 
instead  of  110.  It  also  shows  that  the  grand  total  of  pupils  is  5179  instead 
of  4896  as  it  was  last  year. 

These  figures  are  satisfactory  when  we  consider  that  the  increase  has 
taken  place  notwithstanding  the  void  caused  by  constant  emigration  to 
the  United  States. 
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My  district,  consisting  of  the  county  of  Simouski,  has  a  frontage  on 
the  River  St.  Lawrence  of  about  188  miles,  with  a  considerable  depth 
extending  to  the  American  frontier.  Of  this  immense  area,  I  think  there 
is  hardly  one  third  under  cultivation,  thus  leaving  a  vast  field  for  settlement. 
I  regret  "that  we  are  unable  to  impress  upon  our  population  that  the  cultiva- 
tion  of  the  soil  offers  a  much  better  future  than  servitude  with  our 
neighbors.  In  all  my  half-yearly  visits  I  endeavour  to  explain,  as  a  ^ 
practical  agriculturist,  the  inexhaustible  sources  of  revenue  which  these 
wild  lands  offer  to  the  present  generation,  if  they  would  only  be  patriotic 
enough  to  become  settlers. 

It  is  in  accordance  with  this  idea  that  I  always  endeavor  to  spread  the 
teaching  of  agriculture  in  our  schools  by  means  of  Dr.  LaRue's  Treatise. 
But  this  work,  although  well  adapted  to  be  an  agricultural  catechism  for 
the  children  while  they  are  at  school,  would  be  insufficient  afterwards  to 
guide  them  in  practice,  were  it  not  for  the  Illustrated  Journal  of  Agricul- 
ture, published  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  which  gives  the 
experience  gained  day  by  day  and  thereby  completes  their  education. 

This  publication  distributed  by  the  government,  and  very  properly  so, 
by  several  thousands  of  copies,  everywhere  throughout  the  province,  should 
be  found  in  every  family.  How,  therefore,  can  we  explain  the  apathy  of 
those  farmers  who  are  heads  of  families  and  who,  by  not  becoming  members 
of  the  County  Agricultural  Society,  deprive  themselves  and  their  families 
of  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  such  an  excellent  paper. 

This  same  apathy,  which  exists  amongst  some  school  commissioners, 
has  the  effect,  notwithstanding  the  many  representations  we  make,  of  our 
finding  schools  without  books,  without  maps,  black-boards,  closets  for  the 
records,  clocks,  chalk,  etc.  The  attendance  book  should  also  be  supplied  to 
the  teacher  by  the  commissioners ;  still  this  very  seldom  happens. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  see  in  all  schools,  tables  for  teaching  the 
alphabet  with  which  very  few;  schools  are  provided. 
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The  Montpetit  series  of  readers  is  used  in  a  certain  number  of  schools, 
it  should  be  found  everywhere  ;  in  fact  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  pupils 
who  have  these  books  make  perceptible  progress  in  reading  and  parsing. 

We  have  also  to  recognize  the  superiority  of  copy  books  with 
printed  models  over  those  which  the  teacher  has  to  write  out.  And  yet  it  is 
•only  in  a  few  schools  that  we  meet  the  former. 

Who  is  to  blame  for  the  deficiency  of  so  many  articles  in  the  schools? 
Is  it  the  parents  or  the  school  commissioners  ?  In  three-fourths  of  the 
municipalities  it  is  impossible  to  find  these  schocd  supplies,  and  as  both 
parents  and  commissioners  seldom  go  to  the  towns,  it  follows  that  many 
articles  necessary  for  the  proper  working  of  a  school|are  wanting. 

The  inspector  has  always  to  contend  against  the  want  of  good  will  in 
one  or  the  neglect  of  another;  otherwise. the  schools  would  not  have  any 
of  the  necessary  articles. 

*  I  regret  to  have  to  say,  that  during  the  past  year  there  were  9  schools 
taught  by  teachers  who  had  no  diploma.  19  out  of  the  119  schools  in 
operation  are  noted  fius  inferior  or  almost  useless. 

It  would  be  very  pleasant  for  me  to  be  able  to  report  that  everything 
goes  on  as  it  should,  but  I  must  point  out  the  weak  points,  in  the  hope  that, 
in  the  near  future,  I  may  be  able  to  make  better  reports. 

There  haVe  certainly  been  a  good  many  excellent  schools  as  the  bulle- 
tins, which  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  you  during  the  year,  have  shown. 

I  must  admit  that  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  accounts  have  been  kept  by  the  secretary-treasurers,  by 
adopting,  in  almost  every  instance,  the  forms  supplied  by  your  department. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


D.  BfeaiN. 

School  Inspector. 
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M.  BfeLAND. 


(Translation) 


St.  Julie,  Meoantic,  16th  July,  1881. 

Our  last  examinatioiis  are  hardly  finished  and  we  are  called  upon  to 
send  in,  without  delay,  our  reports  and  our  grand  statistical  tables.  We 
have  only  to  obey.  I  therefore  hastily  collect  the  notes  I  have  made  during 
the  present  scholastic  year,  1880-81. 

I  would  say,  as  an  introduction,  that  three-fourths  of  the  schools  which 
I,  last  year,  classed  as  inferior  are  now  on  a  level  with  those  which  I  markd 
goiki;  and  those  which  were  good  may  now  be  truly  called  excellent.  The 
ifrferior  schools  have  almost  all  disappeared. 

Last  year  I  placed  St.  Agapit,  St.  Cfelestin  de  Somerset,  St.  Julie  de 
Somerset  and  St.  Edward  in  the  first  rank ;  to-day  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
adding  St.  Jean  des  Chaillons,  St.  Croix,  St.  Antoine,  St.  Emelie  and  St. 
Flavian.  I  would  be  guilty  of  an  injustice  to  the  other  municipalities  of 
any  district  if  I  did  not  admit  that  they  have  all  greatly  improved  in  many 
respects. 

I  notice  with  pleasure  that  the  importance  of  the  advice  which  we 
give  is  better  understood  and  every  one  endeavours  to  carry  it  out,  at  least 
in  a  great  measure.  Hence  the  progress  which  I  have  just  mentioned. 
Let  us  therefore  take  courage  and  scatter  without  stint  the  good  seed  which 
will  produce  an  abundant  harvest. 

The  figures  which  I  submit  will  bear  out  what  I  have  said. 

The  number  of  the  schools  in  my  district  is  about  the  same,  viz :  114, 
of  which  108  are  elementary.     These  schools  are  attended  by  1690  boys 
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and  1948  girls,  making  a  total  of  3688.  Last  year  it  was  only  3632, 
increase  106;  average  attendance  2849.  Last  year  2582;  increase  207. 
This  last  increase  augurs  well  for  the  future. 

I  have  only  this  year  again  two  boys'  model  schools,  out  of  117  institu- 
tions of  all  kinds.  This  is  very  mortifying.  2068  boys  attend  school  and 
only  118  of  this  number  are  taught  by  masters.  It  is  true  that  197  other 
boys  are  taught  in  our  mixed  model  schools,  taught  by  young  ladies  of  from 
18  to  22  years  of  age.  This  makes  810  in  all  and  the  remaining  1958  are 
under  the  mild  sway  of  school  mistresses.     What  an  anomaly. 

I  must  say  that,  we  ought  to  labor  and  make  sacrifices  for  the  educa- 
tion  of  our  boys ;  not  to  send  them  to  classical  colleges  for  the  latter,  in  my 
opinion  are  too  numerous.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  give  them  a  practical 
education  in  a  good  model  school,  taught  by  a  thoroughly  qualified  master. 

In  former  times,  the  less  educated  a  people  was  the  easier  it  was  to 
govern  it ;  that,  at  least,  was  the  opinion  of  a  great  many  distinguished  men. 
But  now  it  is  different  and  those  times  are  looked  upon  as  barbarous  ages. 
In  some  countries  compulsory  education  is  even  called  for.  This  is  certainly 
going  from  one  extreme  to  another.  But  there  is  one  thing  certain,  and  that 
is  that  it  is  now  necessary  to  know  something ;  one  must  at  least  have  some 
knowledge  of  the  most  practical  branches  to  make  hisway  with  any  success. 
Let  us  therefore  take  steps  to  attain  this  end,  let  the  parents  be  persuaded 
that  the  sacrifices  they  may  make  will  do  them  credit  and  that  their  children 
will  ever  bless  their  memory.  Let  our  legislators  vote  liberally,  in  order  to 
assist  them,  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  necessary  funds.  Such  a  vote  would 
be  very  acceptable  and  be  highly  prized  by  the  true  friends  of  education. 

I  now  return  to  figures. 

« 

There  are  82  school-houses  in  my  district ;  more  are  required  and  a 
good  many  of  those  already  built  should  be  made  more  comfortable.  Our 
mixed  model  schools,  9  in  number,  are  attended  by  197  boys  and  28S 
girls.     Total  430.     I  hope  to  get  others  established  in  some  localities. 
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These  schools  do  incalculable  good.  The  two  male  teachers  of  whom 
I  have  spoken  are  thoroughly  qualified  and  there  is  only  one  thing  to  be 
regretted,  their  salaries  are  too  small  for  the  services  they  render.  I 
encourage  them  as  much  as  I  can  and  hold  out  hopes  of  better  days. 
Unfortunately  these  hopes  are  too  often  vain. 

The  three  convents  always  turn  out  very  good  pupils,  who  do  honor 
to  the  ladies  who  teach  th<^m. 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  grand  total  of  the  boys  is  2,063, 1  should 
also  say  that  that  of  the  girls  is  2,578.  G-rand  total,  4,689.  Last  year  there 
were  4,490  ;  increase,  149  ;  average  attendance,  8,690.'  Last  year  it  was 
3,448 ;  increase,  202.  In  the  three  classes  of  reading  there  is  also  an  increase. 
In  writing,  1,414 boys;  1,730  girls.   Total,  8,144.   Last  year,  8,064;  increase 

80.  Out  of  4,638  pupils  8,064  can  write.  This  is  an  excellent  result.  In 
ten  years  we  will  not  require  to  go  80  miles  to  get  a  witness  who  can  sign 
his  name.  I  repeat,  the  pupils  always  commence  in  this  way,  that  is,  they 
first  learn  to  write  their  christian  and  family  names.  Even  if  they  only 
learned  that  they  would  not  be  called  perfect  ignorants. 

But  they  also  learn  arithmetic  and  mental  arithmetic  in  great  numbers, 
for  in  this  important  branch  I  have  1,218  boys  and  1,515  girls.  Total,  2,728. 
Last  year  there  were  1,127  boys  and  1,515  girls.     Total,  2,642.    Increase, 

81.  They  will  also  be  able  to  keep  small  accounts,  for  545  boys  and  848 
girls  learn  book-keeping.  Total,  1,418.  Last  year  the  total  was  1,107  ;  in- 
crease 306.  As  to  the  English  language  it  will  in  time  be^known  in  our 
country  places.     Only  129  boys  and  190  girls  learn  it.     Total  299. 

As  may  be  seen  the  pupils  in  my  district  will  not  become  Anglicized 
too  rapidly,  they  will  long  remain  purely  French-Canadian. 

Our  language  is  studied  by  901  boys  and  1,195  girls.  Total,  2,096. 
Last  year  there  were  852  boys  and  1.207  girls.  Total,  2,059 ;  increase,  87. 
Therefore  at  least  one  child  out  of  every  two  studies  grammar,  thus  giving 
an  increase  of  45  per  cent  over  the  first  years  of  my  inspectorship. 
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In  letter-writing  there  are  542  boys  and  843  girls.  Total,  1,403.  Last 
year  there  were  468  boys  and  800  girls.  Total,  1,248 ;  increase,  186  or  one 
in  every  four. 

This  year  683  boys  and  925  girls  learn  geography.  Total,  1,608.  Last 
year  there  were  503  boys  and  821  girls  Total,  1,324 ;  increase,  284  or  one 
in  every  three.  In  Sacred  History  and  History  of  Canada,  697  boys  and 
1,016  girls.  Total,  1,713.  In  1880  there  were  618  boys  and  1,028  girls. 
Total,  1,646  ;  increase,  67.  The  study  of  the  History  of  Canada,  in  particu- 
lar, is  practically  carried  out.  Erery  second  day  it  forms  the  subject  of  a 
conversation  with,  the  teacher.  The  same  may  be  said  of  geography.  The 
pupils  enjoy  this  conversational  instruction  and  derive  a  great  and  lasting 
benefit  from  it. 

Industrial  linear  drawing  has,  this  year,  made  giant  strides.  I  find  440 
boys  and  640  girls  who  learn  it.  Total  1,080.  Last  year  there  were  only 
208  boys  and  867  girls.  Total,  565 ;  increase,  515  or  one  hundred  percent. 
This  will  improve  still  further,  for  the  children  like  the  study  of  this 
subject  as  a  rule.  The  drawing-books  [and  models  which  I  distributed  in 
almost  all  the  schools  have  given  a  good  start.  You  had  the  excellent  idea 
of  sending  us  these  books  and  models.  I  gave  them  to  the  teachers  for 
their  use,  so  that  they  will  always  remain  in  the  schools  and  it  will  by  this 
means  be  easier  to  compel  the  teachers  to  use  them. 

The  stu^y  of  the  Treatise  on  Agriculture  is  commencing  to  take  in. 
our  schools  and  the  little  book  is  becoming  familiar  to  the  pupils.  Later  on 
they  will  have  to  study  it  seriously,  for  by  means  of  the  useful  and  practi- 
cal information  which  it  will  impart,  the  whole  country  will  be  altered,  I 
mean  that  it  will  be  rendered  more  prosperous.  We  have  already  659  boys 
and  814  girls  in  this  branch.  Total,  1,475.  Last  year  there  were  607  boys 
and  668  girls.    Total,  1,170 ;  increase,  305. 

The  increase  which  I  have  indicated  in  every  branch  shows  that  we  are- 
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gaining  ground.     Before  long  we  may  hope  to  be  masters  of  the  situation. 
Such  should  be  the  sincere  wish  of  all  true  friends  of  education. 

I  hope,  sir,  that,  with  me,  you  will  be  satisfied  with  the  progress  gained 
in  branches  -w^ch  were  hitherto  unknown.  You  will  also  see  that  I  was 
right  when  I  said  that  there  was  progress  in  almost  everything.  Heaven 
grant  that  certain  ambitious  persons  will  not  seek  to  add  a  fifth  wheel  to 
our  coach. 

The  question  of  salaries  has  become  almost  hackneyd  and  yet  it  is  a 
very  important  one  for  the  poor  teachers. 

The  books  which  we  give  as  piizes  always  have  an  excellent  effect  and 
make  our  visits  all  the  more  desired. 

Interest  is  a  great  lever,  but  still  if  it  aflFords  us  a  means  of  attaining 
our  object  let  us  not  Overlook  it.  I  have  promised  to  give  a  fine  book  to  every 
teacher  who  keeps  her  school  on  a  first-class  footing.  We  cannot  reward 
them  with  money,  let  us  therefore  do  so  by  this  means.  I  will  require 
about  60  volumes. 

The  great  variety  of  class  books  will  always  be  a  source  of  complaint. 

The  simplifying  of  these  books  is  always  a  difficult  problem  to  solve. 
We  are  always  reserved  on  this  point.  It  is  quite  certain  that  this  multi- 
plicity of  books  on  the  same  subjects  greatly  hinders  progress  in  our  schools. 

The  attendance  at  school  is  certainly  more  satisfactory,  as  the  figures 
show,  and  this  is  a  great  progress.  It  proves  that  the  parents  better  under- 
stand that  it  is  a  twofold  means  of  benefiting  and  profiting  by  the  money 
they  have  to  spend. 

It  can  never  be  sufficiently  repeated  that  there  is  nothing  more  injurious 
to  progress  in  our  schools,  than  the  two  frequent  change  of  teachers.  A 
strict  by-law  should  be  passed  on  this  subject.     For  that  purpose,  as  I  said 
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last  year,  teachers  should  be  engaged  for  five  years  at  least.  We  may 
change  servants  every  year  and  oftener  if  we  like  without  too  great  incon- 
venience, but  we  cannot  do  so  with  our  teachers. 

Finally,  the  commissioners  should  be  compelled  to  pass  by-laws  for  the 
management  of  these  schools.  We  would  thereby  avoid  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Dub6,  Cure  of  St.  Julie,  has  drawn  up  some  very 
practical  and  elaborate  rules  for  all  his  schools.  It  would  be  advisable  to 
make  them  apply  to  all  the  schools.  I  have  made  a  copy  of  them,  which  I 
intend  to  submit  to  all  the  councils  and  I  am  convinced  that  they  will  be 
adopted  everywhere. 

In  conclusion  I  may  state  that  the  state  of  the  finances  is,  in  general, 
satisfactory  in  all  the  municipalities, 

\  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc., 

J.  F.  BfiLAND. 

School  Inspector, 
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MR.  BELCOUET. 


{Translation.) 


La  Baie,  Yamaska,  18th  July,  1881, 


Sir. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  with  my  report  my  grand  statistical 
table  for  the  scholastic  year  1880-81. 

My  district  comprises  thirty-two  municipalities,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  schobl  districts,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  schools 
under  control.  These  schools  were  attended  this  year  by  8,668  children, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  5,359. 

1  have  caxefally  inspected  every  school  in  my  district,  being  accom- 
panied, in  almost  every  instance,  by  the  Commissioners  or  the  Cur4  of  the 
parish.  In  order  to  render  the  inspection  more  effective,  I  collected 
numerous  details  in  each  of  the  schools  as  to  their  working  and  degree  of 

advancement.     This  will  better  enable  me  to  ascertain  in  the  future,  if 

there  is  any  pro  ress. 


TEACHING. 

The  teaching  is  far  from  being  practical  in  many  schools  in  which  the 
lamentable  routine  system  still  exists. 

To  make  children  learn  long  lessons  by  rote,  without  giving  them  any 

explanations,  is  still  the  aim  of  a  good  many  female  teachers.     In  these 

schools  I  could  never  gpt  a  proper  answer,  for  even  the  children  who  were 

accustomed  to  answer  the  questions  in  their  books  without  understanding 

^what  they  recited,  would  remain  standing  with  their  mouths  open  when  I 

questioned  them  without  the  book.    I  strongly  advised  these  teachers  to 
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endeavor  to  develop  the  intellect  of  these  children  by  oft-repeated  explana- 
tions. 

I  hope  that  before  long,  agriculture  and  drawing  will  be  introduced 
into  all  the  schools  of  my  district,  Already,  in  some  municipalities,  the 
commissioners,  on  my  recommendation,  have  purchased  models  and  draw- 
ing cards  which  they  have  distributed  gratuitously  in  their  schools.  The 
female  teachers  generally  succeed  well  in  this  branch,  and  I  was  agreeably 
surprised  to  see,  in  a  good  many  schools,  drawing  books  nearly  approach- 
ing to  perfection. 

« 

The  teaching  of  geography  leaves  much  to  be  desired  in  some  localities. 
I  have  sometimes  seen  children  well  up  on  other  subjects,  who  were  quite 
ignorant  of  the  geography  of  Canada ;  they  were  sometimes  quite  familiar 
with  the  geography  of  other  coxmtries. 

The  teaching  of  writing  is  in  a  backward  condition  almost  everywhere, 
and  so  long  as  schools  remain  unprovided  with  writing  models,  progress 
in  this  branch  will  be  at  a  standstill. 


SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

I  regret  to  have^to  state  that  a  good  many  school  houses  are  far  from 
being  suitable ;  some  are  too  small,  others  too  cold.  Their  bad  condition 
is  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  proper  working  of  the  schools. 

There  still  remain  many  school  houses  to  be  built,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners are  so  little  troubled^ with  scruples  when  they  have  to  rent  houses, 
that  they  should  be  urged  to  build  soon.  It  is  true  that,  in  many  cases, 
poverty  hampers  the  good- will  of  the  commissioners,  but  a  slight  grant 
from  the  Government  would  be  sufficient,  I  think. 


ACCOUNTS. 


The  majority  of  the  secretary-treasurers  have  adopted  the  new  system 
of  book-keeping,  but  there  are  still  several  who,  for  one  reason  or  another. 
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retain  their  old  system.     The  clearness  and  precision  of  the  official  method 
induces  me  strongly  to  recommend  it.  ^ 

The  accounts  are  well  kept  everywhere,  except  in  two  municipalities, 
in  which  they  are  so  mixed  up  that  I  consider  them  doubtful.  The  books 
in  these  two  municipalities  have  been  handed  over  to  auditors. 


TEACHEBS. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  Examining  Boards  should  be  more  care- 
fol  in  granting  certificates  of  capacity.  We  have  now  entered  an  era  of 
progress,  but  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  prbgress  will  be  impeded  by  the 
too  great  indulgence  of  these  boards. 

A  candidate  may  be  conversant  with  grammar  and  arithmetic 
\rithoat  being  competent  to  teach  them ;  for  without  having  a  good  system 
and  being  qualified  to  teach  properly,  a  teacher  cannot  give  satisfaction. 
Some  knowledge  of  drawing  should  also  be  required,  since  the  teaching  of 
this  branch  has  become  obligatory. 

By  this  means  incapable  teachers  who  hire  themselves  out  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  would  disappear  and  well  qualified  teachers  would  be 
more  suitably  rewarded. 

In  my  next  report,  I  will^  mention  the  teachers  who  have  best  per- 
formed their  duties.  These  persons  should,  it  seems  to  me,  be  rewarded  in 
some  way.  Honorary  titles  given  them  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, would  have  the  effect  of  encouraging  them  and  exciting  emulation. 

We  would,  I  am  convinced,  gain  a  great  deal  by  so  rewarding  merit  in 
those  who  devote  themselves  to  the  arduous  task  of  teaching. 
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/ 

POOR  MUNICIPALITIES. 

I  have  mentioned  in*my  bulletins  some  mnnicipalities  so  poor  that  they 
can  with  difficulty  keep  up  their  schools.  A  slight  increase  in  the  grant 
already  giren  to  these  municipalities  would  be  only  an  act  of  justice. 

The  details  in  the  bulletins  sent  you  on  each  municipality  and  on  each 
school  in  particular,  obviate  the  necessity  of  my  saying  anything  further. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc., 

J.  E.  BELCOURT, 

School  Inspector. 


M.  BOUCHARD. 
{Translation.) 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in 

the  district  of  G-eo.  Tanguay,  Esq.,  which  I  was  instructed  to  visit  for  the 

school  year,  ended  on  the  30th  June  last. 

Before  reviewing  each  of  the  schools  of  this  district,  I  will  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  working  of  the  education  laws  and  the  method  of  teaching 
in  general,  in  the  majority  of  the  elementary  schools  in  this  district. 

The  education  laws  are  pretty  well  observed  by  the  various  school 
commissioners,  especially  in  the  municipalities  which  are  fortunate  enough 
to  have  an  educated  and  intelligent  secretary  ;  for  it  is  only  through  this 
officer  that  the  school  commissioners,  who,  for  the  most  part,  are  little 
educated,  can  perform  their  duties.  I  have  noticed  that  when  the  secretary- 
is  a  professional  man  or  if  there  are  any  interests  in  the  locality  which  he 
must  conciliate,  the  school  dues  are  collected  with  difficulty. 
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Most  of  the  schools  are  taught  with  intelligence  and  success,  hut  we 
still  meet  with  too  many  school-mistresses  who  teach  only  by  routine,  because 
they  have  not  the  necessary  capacity  to  teach,  and  only  perform  their 
duties  as  a  make-shift  until  they  can  find  something  better  to  do.  If  we 
ask  them  to  subscribe  to  a  journal  of  education,  they  will  reply  that  they 
do  not  earn  enough  or  have  not  the  means  to  incur  the  expense,  while  they 
will  freqiiently  'spend  several  dollars  on  trifles. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  chiefly  due  to  the  bad  habit  which  many  school 
commissioners  have  of  engaging  cheap  teachers,  to  the  injury  of  deserving 
ones,  who  are  obliged  to  accept  insufficient  salaries  or  remain  unem- 
ployed. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been,  I  think,  a  smaller  attendance  than 
usual.  This  is  due,  in  many  cases,  to  the  want  of  zeal  or  ability  in  the 
school-mistresses,  who  do  not  know  how  to  make  themselves  liked  by  the 
children,  nor  how  to  make  the  lessons  interesting.  Very  often  the  in- 
difference and  neglect  of  the  parents  to  send  their  children  regularly  to 
school  is  a  great  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  a  school.  That  contagious 
disease,  the  measles,  which  raged  for  over  a  month  in  the  county  of  Temis- 
eouata,  was  the  reason  of  the  small  attendance  in  the  schools  of  that 
county. 

I  have  honor  to  be  etc., 

CfiLESTIN  BOUCHARD, 

School  Impector,  pro  tern. 
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M.  BRAULT. 


{Translation) 


* 

Coteau|du  Lac,  4th  August,  1881. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  Honor  to  submit  my  report  on  Public  Instruction  in  the 
counties  of  Jacques  Cartier,  Soulanges  and  Vaudreuil,  for  the  scholastic 
year,  1880-81. 

This  report  is  divided  into  three  parts,  namely : 

1.  The  remarks  and  general  information  hereinafter  given  ; 

2.  Detailed  statements,  which  1  believe  will  be  found  sufficient,  given 
under  the  form  of  a  synoptical  table  for  every  school  in  my  district ;  I 
specially  call  your  attention  to  this  division  ; 

8.  The  grand  statistical  table  which  is  obligatory,  a  synopsis  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  fourth  column]  which  follows.  Each  of  the  other 
columns  contains  a  similar  synopsis  for  each  of  the  three  preceding 
years. 

All  these  figures  which  have  very  little  attraction  for  most  people,  seem 
to  me  to  be  of  very  great  importance,  since  they  permit  those  to  whom  the 
great  cause  of  education  of  the  people  is  not  indifferent,  to  see  at  a  glance 
the  intellectual  progress  made  in  three  of  the  finest  counties  of  the 
Province. 
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Statistics  of  the  four  last  years. 


Hnmcipalities   

School  homes 

Butricts 

Schools  in  operatioii  under  control 

Primaiy  scfaoolB 

Poplls  in     ^*        

Bo/B'  model  schoolB 

PnpiU  in        «  

Osiris'  model  schools  

Pupils"  in        « 

Mixed  model  schools 

Pupils  in        «'  

Botb'  academies 

Popils  in    ^       

Girls'  academies 

Pupils  in    "         

Mixed  academies 

Pupils  in    «         

Primaiy  Protestant  schools 

pBpils  in  "  

Superior  Protestant  School 

Popils  in  «  

Independent  superior  schools 

Popils  in      «        


1877-78 


22 

109 

88 

96 

75 

3169 

6 

355 

1 

90 

1 

90 

2 

259 

9 

1152 

2 

168 

9 

265 

1 

51 

1 

50 


1878-79 


1879-80 


1880-81 


23 

112 

84 

111 

77 

3469 

6 

414 

1 

100 

3 

279 

2 

301 

8 

1117 

1 

71 

10 

273 

1 

42 

1 

42 


24 

112 

96 

113 

78 

3090 

6 

429 

1 

80 

3 

222 

2 

273 

9 

1107 

1 

72 

10 

281 

1 

58 

1 

58 


24 

114 

97 

114 

79 

3293 

6 

428 

1 

90 

8 

291 

2 

278 

9 

1221 

1 

65 

10 

303 

1 

62 

1 

13 
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I. — Statistics  of  the  four  last  years. — Continued. 


Colleges 

Pupils  of  the  colleges 

Institutions  of  all  kinds 

Pupils        "  « 

Average  attendance 

Pupils  from  A  B  C  to  fluent  reading.  • 

*<     reading  fluently 

«  «      well 

<<     writing    

"      learning  arithmetic 

**  <<        mental  arithmetic 

<<  <^        book-keeping 

ti  tt       mathematics   

^*  «        mensuration 

»  u        English  grammar 

"  *«        French 

0  u        orthography 

"  *<        parsing 

<<  u        letter-writing 

«  "        geography 

u  u       history 

«  «        drawing,  1st  book 

«  u  u      2nd    <«    

^  "  *<      from  nature 

li  u        horticulture  and  agriculture 

u  u       Tocal  music 

it  u       instrumental  music 


1877-78 


2 

452 

109 

6081 

4883 

1406 

2006 

2679 

3632 

3599 

3226 

497 

145 

366 

703 

2261 

2427 

1989 

857 

1555 

1915 

606 

18 

14 

602 

1079 

276 


1878-79 


2 

493 

112 

6633 

4888 

1499 

2114 

3020 

4164 

4202 

3790 

559 

212 

422 

796 

2644 

2900 

2611 

1116 

2023 

2319 

1520 

18 

18 

1129 

97J 

321 


1879-80   1880-61 


467 

113 

6047 

4657 

1067 

2226 

2754 

2792 

3912 

3578 

519 

149 

258 

732 

2400 

2712 

2377 

1007 

1868 

2251 

2037 


492 

115 

6523 

4717 

1261 

1962 

3275 

4340 

4460 

4071 

443 

170 

250 

542 

2365 

2725 

250O 

932 

2016 

2106 

1886 


39 

59 

42 

28 

1069 

1119 

732 

814 

210 

330 
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I. — Statistics  of  the  four  last  years. — Continued. 


Male  teachen  holding  diplomas 

'•*  in  religions  orders. . . , 

<*  not  holding  diplomas 

Total  male  teachers 


Female  teachers  holding  diplomas 

in  religious  orders 

not  holding  diplomas 

Total  female  teachers 


M 


U 


Nomber  of  libraries. 


a 


volumes. 


1877-78 

1878-79 

1879-80 

24 

22 

22 

45 

42 

42 

2 

2 

1 

71 

66 

68 

68 

73 

77 

70 

87 

83 

8 

5 

4 

146 

165 

164 

11 

11 

16 

8455 

8891 

1880-81 

21 

63 

I 

85 

79 

76 

3 

158 

11 

9161 


This  part  of  the  country,  which,  according  to  the  last  census,  contains 
34,055  souls,  had  6,523  children  attending  schools  during  the  year  1880-81. 
Thus  the  school  population  is  to  the  total  population  as  nineteen  is  to  one 
hundred.  This  proportion  seems  to  me  to  be  a  fine  one.  The  four  great 
educational  institutions  of  my  district  contribute  greatly  to  this  result,  since 
they  are  attended  by  1,031  scholars. 


The  average  attendance,  which  had  been  or  appeared  to  have  been  77 
per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  scholars  inscribed,  for  the  year  1879-80,  only 
reached  72.8  per  cent  last  year.  I  have,  however,^o  reason  to  believe 
that  the  children  who  attended  school  is  1880-81,  have  been  less  assiduous 
than  during  the  past  years.  I  explain  the  apparent  decrease,  which  I  think 
does  not  really  exist,  by  the  fact  that  the  masters  calculate  the  average 
attendance  with  more  precision  now  than  formerly.  Many  of  them  still 
believe  that  average  attendance  and  ordinary  attendance  mean  the  same 
thing. 
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However,  in  this  district  of  inspection,  if  the  benefits  from  elementary 
education  alone  were  valued  at  their  real  worth,  I  believe,  that,  taking  into 
account  the  inevitable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  schools,  an  average  atten- 
dance of  80  per  cent  might  be  obtained. 


II 

The  number  of  municipalities  is  the  same  as  last  year,  24,  one  of  which 
is  Protestant. 

Besides  24  school  municipalities  there  are  8  boards  of  school  trustees. 
The  latter  have  under  their  control  10  Protestant  schools.  I  have  therefore 
to  inspect  the  accounts  and  other  books  of  82  secretary-treasurers.  To 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  these  accounts  and  books,  as  it  seems  to 
me  it  should  be  done,  would  sometimes  be  a  long  and  di£S.cult  task,  which 
the  inspector  cannot  always  undertake,  on  account  of  the  little  money  and 
consequently  the  little  time  he  has  to  give  to  it.  However,  I  am  able  to 
state,  that  the  masters  and  mistresses  are  everywhere  regularly  paid  and 
that  the  accounts  are  kept  according  to  the  official  method  and  in  general 
are  well  kept. 

In  municipalities  where  it  can  be  done,  the  commissioners  or  trustees 
should  always  confide  the  office  of  secretary-treasurer  to  men  of  education, 
because  such  persons,  if  otherwise  recommendable,  can  keep  the  accounts 
clearly  and  exactly,  and  draw  up  the  minutes  of  proceedings  and  other 
documents  suitably  and  according  to  law. 

\ 

Moreover,  a  secretary -treasurer  who  is  well  educated  can,  by  his  own 
knowledge,  render  great  services  to  education  in  his  district,  above  all  when 
the  commissioners  are  wanting  in  that  respect.  In  some  parishes  it  is 
impossible  to  find  persons  who  have  enough  education  to  keep  accounts 
properly.  In  one  of  those  parishes,  some  time  ago,  I  entered  the  house  of 
a  secretary,  only  some  time  in  office.    He  appeared  to  understand  nothing 
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about  the  accounts  which  he  showed  me.  The  minutes  of  a  meeting  which 
he  had  drawn  up  were  full  of  errors  of  all  kinds.  Instead  of  "  reparation  " 
to  a  school  house  he  had  used  the  word  '*  repartition."  The  use  of  this 
latter  word  instead  of  the  first  is  generally  made  by  the  secretary-treasurers 
of  this  district,  who  hare  little  education. 

I  intend  watching  more  closely  than  in  past  years  the  books  kept  by 
the  secretary-treasurers  and  seeing  that  section  61  of  ch.  15  of  the  Cons.  St. 
L.  G.  is  rigourously  observed. 

In  some  municipalities  little  heed  is  taken  of  the  Ist  section  of  the 
72nd  clause  of  the  same  statute  And  yet  the  secretaries  are  obliged  to 
8tate  in  their  quarterly  returns  which  they  forward  you,  the  date  of  the 
visits  or  examinations  made  by  the  commissioners  at  the  schools  under 
their  control. 

In  future  I  shall  try  to  mention  in  my  inspection  bulletin,  in  a  special 
way,  the  municipalities  whose  commissioners  shall  not  have  visited  the 
schools.  I  must  admit  that  often  the  visits,  whose  object,  according  to  law, 
is  to  establish  the  progress  n^ade  by  the  pupils  and  the  skill  of  the  teacher, 
have  not  the  desired  effect.  It  is  not  an  easy  thing  for  illiterate  commissioners 
to  remark  the  progress  of  the  scholars  and  the  skill  of  the  teachers.  It  is 
true  that  very  often  the  parish  priest  accompanies  the  commissioners  in  their 
visits.  It  would  be  fortunate  if  this  were  always  the  case,  that  is  to  ^ay, 
that  education  which  at  every  stage  is  intimately  connected  with  religion, 
should  have  at  its  command  so  considerable  and  so  beneficial  an  influence 
as  that  of  the  minister  of  G-od. 

Very  often,  not  only  is  there  no  attention  paid  to  the  education  given  by 
the  schools  under  control,  but  there  are  persons  who  seem  to  look  down 
upon  it,  and  scorn  those  who  are  charged  with  imparting  it.  Yet  it  is  in 
those  schools  that  more  than  the  eight-tenths  of  our  children  obtain  the  first 
lessons  which  are  destined  to  make  them  good  and  useful  citizens  of  their 
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country.  It  is  also  in  these  schools  that  the  greater  number  of  the  pupils 
of  our  colleges  have  commenced  to  study.  If  those  young  persons  have 
made  a  good  primary  course  they  are  well  prepared  to  make  classical  studies. 
It  is  because  elementary  education  is  not  prized  at  its  real  value,  that  so 
little  precaution  is  taken  in  the  choice  of  those  who  are  charged  with  it, 
and  that  thfe  great  object  seems  to  be  to  give  them  the  least possibl compen- 
sation in  return  for  their  services.  For  the  same  reason,  no  one  thinks  it 
necessary  that  the  school-house  or  other  school  buildings  should  approach 
perfection  and  as  a  final  consequence  of  the  too  little  importance  which  is 
given  to  the  instruction  of  children,  some  of  them  do  not  attend  school  at 
all  and  a  large  number  of  others  attend  very  irregularly. 

As  far  as  it  shall  be  in  my  power  and  as  much  as  my  influence  will 
permit,  I  shall  not  cease  to  act  and  to  work  so  as  to  obtain  for  elementary 
education,  which  is  the  beginning,  the  foundation  of  all  others,  that  im- 
portance aud  consideration  which  is  due  to  it. 


Ill 

During  the  year  a  new  school  district  has  been  formed,  that  of  Cote  St. 
Qeorge,  in  the  rural  municipality  of  Rigaud.  This  district  which  is  not 
rich,  is  thickly  inhabited.  The  new  school  house  which  exists  there,  and 
to  which  I  can  only  give  the  note  indiffirent,  is  open  since  last  fall.  When 
I  visited  the  school,  on  the  23rd  June  I  examined  39  scholars. 

Two  other  school  houses  have  been  built,  one  in  the  municipality  ol 
Como,  the  other  on  Perrot  Island.  The  first,  which  I  described  to  you  in 
one  of  my  bulletins  has  been  built  according  to  the  laws  of  hygiene  and  the 
furniture  is  excellent.  The  second  which  was  built  by  Mr.  Jos.  Maufiette 
is  not  altogether  finished.  It  presents  a  pleasing  aspect  and  at  the  same 
time  is  well  furnished  and  appears  to  be  comfortable. 

Although  several  schools  have  been  repaired,  several  still  remain  which 
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should  be  repaired  immediately  or  rebuilt,  as  may  be  seen  by  examining 
the  following  table  on  the  state  of  school  houses : 


V.  o. 

o. 
14 

F. 

13 

I. 

B. 

TOT. 

7 

4 

2 

35 

2 

20 

20 

4 

1 

36 

4 

10 

12 

10 

8 

48 

County  of  Jacques  Cartier< 

"  Soulanges 

•'  Vaudreuil 


Total 13      44      45         18  11     114 

I  think  it  right  to  inform  you  that  there  are  at  the  present  time  three 
or  four  elementary  school  houses  being  rebuilt,  one  of  them  will  cost  at 
least  $1,100. 

In  my  inspection  bulletin  for  the  first  quarter,  I  had  the  honour  to  give 
you  approximately  the  size  of  the  class  rooms. 

You  may  have  remarked  that  a  great  number  of  those  rooms,  more 
than  two  thirds  of  them,  do  not  give  the  quantity  of  air  required  by  the 
laws  of  hygiene  and  the  by-laws  of  the  Council  of.  Public  Instruction. 
Moreover,  the  windows,  which  are  generally  badly  placed,  have  no  venti- 
lators. I  have  recommended  and  I  shall  continue  to  recommend  to  the 
commissioners,  to  have  openings  made  in  the  upper  part  of  the  school 
windows,  of  the  size  of  a  pane  of  glass  at  least.  Those  openings  should  be 
furnished  with  doors  opening  from  top  to  bottom,  in  order  that  the  air  com- 
ing from  outside  would  have  the  time  to  get  heated  before  being  breathed. 

Is  it  not  desirable  or  even  necessary,  that  the  children  occupying  those 
classes  filled  with  poisonou  i  air,  should  leave  them  for  a  time  during  each 
sitting  of  two  hours  and  ahalf  or  three  hours,  to  breathe  the  pure  and 
life-giving  air  outside?  Certainly !  Yet  there  are  Commissioners  who  are 
not  of  this  opinion.     It  is  a  loss  of  time,  they  say,  to  let  the  children  out 
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in  that  manner ;  and  they  oblige  them  to  remain,  to  the  detriment  of  their 
health,  during  three  consecutive  hours,  twice,  a  day,  enveloped  in  an 
obnoxious  and  poisonous  atmosphere. 

I  think  that  it  is  high  time  to  remedy  such  a  state  of  aflfairs.  Before 
leaving  the  class  rooms,  I  shall  say  a  word  of  their  furniture,  by  means  of 
the  following  short  table  : — 

V.  G.      O.      PASS.      IND.       BAD.     TOT. 


County  of  Jacques-Cartier. 

"  Soulanges 

"  Vaudreuil 


8 

8 

18 

4 

2 

35 

1 

12 

22 

1 

•  •  • 

86 

8 

11 

16 

10 

8 

43 

Total 12       81      51       16  5       114 


IV- 

The  educational  establishments,  under  the  care  of  male  religious 
orders,  are  still  three  in  number,  and  those  confided  to  nuns,  nine.  The 
first  are  attended  by  695  pupils,  and  the  second  by  1,221 ;  total,  1,916  ;  an 
increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  201.  I  have  only  to  repeat  the  praises 
which  I  gave  them  in  my  last  report. 

The  schools  under  the  control  of  the  laity,  number  103  ;  one  of  which 
— ^the  Independent  Academy  of  Mr.  Joseph  Mauffette,  on  Perrot  Island, — 
has  not  yet  had  a  large  attendance.  It  is  an  institution  recently  opened, 
and  which,  I  believe,  deserves  to  be  encouraged. 

Of  the  102  other  schools,  21  are  directed  by  schoolmasteis,  and  81  by 
schoolmistresses. 
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The  first  were  attended  by  1,404  pupils/ and  the  others  by  8,190; 
total,  4,594. 

To  the  question  in  the  Bulletin :  Is  the  teacher  a  competent  person  ? 
Here  is  my  answer  in  a  general  way  : — 

Tes.     I  believe  80.     Suffi.      Doubtful.      No.    Total. 


County  of  Jacques-Cartier 33  1  2  86 

Soulanges 28  2  3  1  2      36 

Vaudreuil 31  4  3  5        ....      48 


Total 92  7  8  6  2    115 


Of  the  2 1  teachers  holding  diplomas,  8  have  diplomas  from  the  Normal 
Schools,  of  which  7  are  from  the  Jacques-Cartier  Normal  School ;  the  other 
has  an  academical  diploma  from  McGill. 


Of  the  first : 


1  has  an  Academical  diploma ; 
5  have  Model  School  diplomas  ; 
and  2  hare  Elementary  School  diplomas. 


Of  the  13  other  diplomas  from  the  Board  of  Examiners : 

1  for  an  Academy ; 

6  for  Model  Schools  ; 

6  for  Elenlentary  Schools. 
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Number  of  dipfomas  for  Academies 2 

Model  Schools 11 

Elementary  Schools 8 


(( 


4(  <( 


Total  of  teachers  with  diplomas 21 

Three  out  of  eighty-two  female  teachers  have  no  diplomas. 
• 

Of  the  79  others,  4  graduated  at  the  McG-ill  Normal  School,  and  76 
hold  diplomas  from  the  Board  of  Examiners ;  of  those  79  diplomas,  one 
only  is  for  a  Model  School ;  the  others  are  for  Elementary  Schools. 

Out  of  a  total  of  104  teachers  of  both  sexes,  one  of  whom  teaches  in  a 
convent,  and  the  others  are  at  the  head  of  schools,  4  have  no  diplomas ;  88 
have  Board  diplomas,  and  12  Normal  School  diplomas.  Total  of  lay  female 
teachers,  104. 


V. 

How  are  the  schools  kept  generally  ? 

V.  W.      W.      FAIRLY,      INDIF.      BAD.      TOTAL. 

County  of  Jacques-Cartier 10        24  2  86 

*'         Soulanges 13        23  ...  86 

Vaudreuil 11        28  2  1  1  43 

34        75  4  11  115. 

By  this  I  mean  the  way  in  which  the  school  itself  is  kept,  as  well  as 
the  other  dependencies,  and  the  conduct  of  the  pupils  and  the  masters. 
My  answer  to  the  preceding  question  is  satisfactory,  but,  perhaps,  I  have 
been  too  indulgent.  I  exact  great  cleanliness  in  the  school  and  its  depen- 
dencies.   The  school  rooms  should  be  swept  every  evening,  and  the  furni- 
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tnre  dusted  every  morning  before  the  arrival  of  the  pupils.  The  floors 
should  be  washed  oftener  than  they  generally  are.  The  pupils  should 
conduct  themselves  well,  and  be  well  disciplined.  I  also  believe  that  it  is 
extremely  important  that  the  masters  and  mistresses  should  be  of  distinguish- 
ed demeanor, ;  that  they  should  be  cleanly  and  suitably  clothed,  that,  in 
a  word,  .they  should  inspire  that  respect  and  consideration  which  is  due 
them,  to  those  they  are  called  upon  to  initiate  in  the  duties  of  life.  I  have  a 
good  note  to  give  in  this  respect  to  all  the^teachers  of  the  Protestant  schools. 

VI.  / 

Is  there  progress  ? 

YES.      LITTLE.      NONE. 

County  of  Jacques-Cartier 19  2  1 

*•  Soulanges... 25  6  4 

Vaudreuil 20  7  3 

I  cannot  give  an  answer  for  all  the  schools,  because  some  of  them 
were  closed,  and  others  had  too  few  pupils  to  enable  me  to  say  if  there 
was  any  progress. 

VII. 
Have  the  children  the  necessary  books  ? 

YES-   NOT  ALL.    NO.   TOTAL. 

County  of  Jacques-Cartier 32  4  .,..       36 

Soulanges 85  1  ....      36 

Vaudreuil 81  7  5       43 

Total 9&        12  5     115 

In  some  schools,  on  my  first  yearly  visit,  I  found  that  the  pupils  were 
wanting  in  books  which  I  considered  as  necessary,  arithmetics,  for  example. 
Those  who  wish  to  study  this  science  must  have  books  on  arithmetic,  such 
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as  are  found  in  a  great  number  of  our  schools,  or  at  least  a  book  of  graded 
sums.  The  teachers  have  not  time  enough  to  give  the  pupils  as  many 
sums  as  is  necessary  to  make  them  advance  rapidly  in  this  science.^  When 
the  pupils  have  arithmetics,  all  the  master  has  to  do  is  to  show  them  what 
problems  they  should  resolve  either  in  class  or  at  home. 

Even  if  grammar  is  taught  orally,  pupils  who  study  it  should  be  fur- 
nished with  books  of  exercises  relating  to  the  different  parts  of  this  science. 
In  more  than  one  school  however,  it  is  thought  best  to  do  away  with  the 
^zercises  and  have  the  grammars.  Others  think  that  to  study  grammar,  it 
is  sufficient  to  learn  definitions,  sometimes  abstract  ones,  by  heart.  Now, 
it  is  not  by  reciting  those  definitions  and  other  answers  to  be  found  in 
grammars  that  pupils  learn  to  write  and  speak  correctly,  that  is  to  say, 
according  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  great  writers  in  their  immortal  works. 

VIII. 
Maps  ? 

V.  G.   O.   FAIR.   M.W.C.   M.W.  C.  NONE.  TOTAL.. 

County  of  Jacques-Cartier 14     4      1  9         ...     7        1        36 

"  Soulanges 8   18     ...         12        8        36 

«  Vaudreuil 12   14      4  2  4    ...         7        43 

34   31       5         23  4     7       11       115  ~- 

The  letters  M.  W.  C.  mean  maps  of  the  World  and  of  Canada. 

In  my  report  for  1879-80, 1  had  the  honor  to  remark  that  in  this  dis- 
trict there  were  10  schools  in  which  no  maps  of  the  World  were  to  be 
found,  and  22  in  which  there  were  no  maps  at  all. 

There  are  12  terrestrial  globes  in  use  : — 

7  in  the  County  of  Jacques-Cartier ; 
1  '^  Soulanges; 

4  "  Vaudreuil. 
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i  regret  to  state  that  several  model  schools  which  receive  annually 
special  grants  as  model  schools,  are  not  provided  with  terrestial  globes.  I  ^ 
would  desire  each  school  municipal  council  to  have  at  least  one  terrestial 
globe.  The  different  schools  of  the  municipality  could  use  it  in  rotation. 
The  use  of  maps  alone  seems  to  me  to  be  insufficient  for  this  branch  of 
learning. 

IX. 
Languages  taught? 

F.       E.    F.  E.     E.  F.    TOT. 


County  of  Jacques-Cartier 22  ...  11  8  86 

"           Soulanges 19  2  16  •..  86 

Vaudreuil 19  6  18  ...  48 

Total 60  8  44  8  116 

X. 

How  is  the  attendance  book  kept  ? 


V.W.   W.  F.W.   NONE.   TOTAL. 
$ 

County  of  Jacques-Cartier 1    26      7        8  86 

Soulanges 2    22    10        2  86 

Vaudreuil 8    81      6        8  48 

Total 6    78    28        8        116 

Ib  too  many  schools,  at  thb  end  of  the  month,  the  average  attendance 
is  not  calculated. 
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XI. 

How  many  pupils  in  each  class  ? 

1st  deg.     2nd  deg.     Model.    Acad. 
County  of  Jacques-Oartier 1812  819  275        108 

"         Soulanges 1153  608  83 

Vaudreuil 1403  519  80  77 

Total. 3868  1946  438        185 

XII. 

Number  of  schools  in  which  drawing,  agriculture  and  book-keeping 
are  taught? 

Drawing.    Agric.    Bk.  keeping 

County  of  Jacques-Cartier 80        26  12 

Soulanges 19        26  14 

Vaudreuil .' 23        16  7 


Total 72        68  33 

The  nunijper  of  schools  where  drawing  is  taught  increases  from  year  to 
year.  But  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  there  are  still  masters  and 
mistresses  who  seem  to  ignore  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  elementary 
teaching.  With  Mr.  Oscar  Dunn's  book,  according  to  the  method  of 
Walter  Smith,  it  is  easy  for  everyone,  who  wishes  to  give  himself  the 
trouble,  to  learn  drawing  and  afterwards  to  teach  it.  I  could  name  several 
mistresses  in  my  district  who  teach  drawing  with  great  success,  although 
they  learned  it  alone,  and  while  teaching  it  to  others.  It  is  in  their  courage 
and  perseverance,  fur  more  than  in  their  talents,  |that  the  secret  of  their 
success  lies. 

XIII. 

Before  closing  my  report,  I  will  say  a  few  words  about  the  books  that 
we  are  authorized  to  distribute  as  prizes  in  the  schools. 
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If  those  prizes  were  to  be  granted  to  merit,  I  would  share  the  opinion 
of  my  colleagnes,  that  is  to  say,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  increase  their 
nnmber.  But  can  an  inspector  judge  the  relative  merits  of  a  great  number 
of  scholars  with  whom  he  spends  two  or  three  hours  a  year  ?  Evidently 
DoL  Well  then,  to  whom  must  we  confide  the  distribution  of  the  prizes 
if  not  to  the  teacher.  But  very  often  the  teacher  will  not  dare  to  give  the 
required  information,  even  privately,  for  fear  of  displeasing  the  parents  of 
this  or  that  pupil,  or  the  commissioner  who  lives  close  by,  who  has  been 
inyested  with  supreme  power  by  his  colleagues.  When  the  inspector  asks 
that  the  most  assiduous,  the  most  studious,  the  best  conducted,  pupils  be 
pointed  out,  the  teacher  will  generally  answer,  **  Give  the  prizes  to  whom- 
soever you  please ;  the  pupils  all  deserve  them  alike."  Or  if  she  gives  a  direct 
aoBwer,  you  may  be  certain  that  the  child  of  the  commissioner  of  the  dis- 
trict will  obtain  the  prize,  even  if  he  does  not  deserve  it. 

I  would  suggest  that  instead  of  giving  prizes  to  the  pupils,  prizes  be 
given  to  the  teachers. 

The  inspectors  can  judge  the  general  progress  made  by  a  school  and 
therefore  the  merit  of  the  teachers.  It  would  stimulate  the  teachers  and 
make  them  do  all  in  their  power  to  advance  learning  in  their  schools.  Ac- 
cording to  my  plan,  the  learning  and  zeal  of  the  teachers  would  be 
recognized  and  rewarded  by  the  Superintendent  in  accordance  with  the 
inspector's  report. 

If  this  report  were  not  already  so  very  long,  I  would  say  a  word  upon 

school  inspection.     I  shall  only  say,  that  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  possible  to 
introduce  a  more  economical  or  more  efiicacious  system. 

The  whole  humbly  submitted. 


I  have  honor  to  be,  etc.. 


C.  BRAULT, 

School  Inspector. 
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MB.  CARRIER. 

[Translation.] 

Levis,  16th  Augpist,  IdSl. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  public  instruc" 
tion  in  the  Counties  of  Levis  and  Dorchester  for  the  year  1880-81. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  public  instruction  makes  perceptible 
progress  in  my  district ;  that  the  academies  and  model  schools  maintain 
their  high  position ;  that  several  of  the  primary  schools  are  greatly  to  be 
commended  both  as  to  order  and  to  progress;  and  that  the  teachers  who 
direct  them  i>erform  their  duties  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  Several  deserve 
honorable  mention  ;  but  I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  some  of  the  primary 
schools  are  not  what  they  should  be.  I  attribute  this,  not  so  much  to  the 
want  of  assiduity  in  the  pupils,  as  to  the  want  of  aptitude  and  zeal  in  the 
fichoolmislr esses  who  pay  no  heed  to  the  advice  repeatedly  given  them. 

Q-reat  strictness  in  the  examinations  for  certificates  is  therefore  more 
than  ever  necessary,  both  in  the  interest  of  the  schools  and  of  the  school- 
mistresses themselves.  It  is  by  the  ruinous  competition  against  competent 
teachers,  on  the  part  of  tnose  who  are  not  competent,  that  the  salaries 
remain  in  statu  quo,  and  even,  in  some  localities,  are  reduced.  For  it  is  as 
to  prices  that  competition  exists.  In  too  many  cases  the  antecedents  and 
capacity  of  the  teacher  are  overlooked,  and  only  the  economy  for  {he  dis- 
trict is  considered.  More  than  once,  at  the  end  of  a  scholastic  year,^  a 
teacher  who  has  worjked  conscientiously,  finds  her  salary  decreased  by  a 
few  dollars ;  a  trifling  sum  for  a  whole  parish,  but  a  very  important  one  for 
her.     And  yet  it  is  not  impossible  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  again  point  out  the  main  reasons  which  hinder 
progress  in  the  schools  of  my  district. 
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They  may  be  resumed  as  follows :  1. — The  unfortunate  tendency  of 
some  commissioners,  when  engaging  teachers,  to  select  the  cheapest. 
2,— The  too  frequent  change  of  teachers.     8. — ^The  great  difficulty  which 

several  teachers  |find  in  getting  provided  with  the  necessary  articles. 
4.— The  neglect  of  parents  to  supply  their  children  with  books,  paper  and 
other  articles,  which  Are  indispensable  in  every  good  school.  6. — Finally, 
the  smaUness  of  most  school  houses,  and  the  defective  manner  in  which 
they  are  laid  out,  as  regards  safety  to  health.  I  will  not  repeat  that  elemen- 
tary maxim  that  the  surroundings  have  the  greatest  influence  on  the 
education  of  body  and  mind. 

It  is  therefore  desirable  that  teachers  be  paid  higher  salaries  if  we  wish 
that  schools,  which  are  now  improving,  shall  continue  to  do  so  ;  that  teachers 
be  not  8o  frequently  changed  ;  that  competition  amongst  them  be  stopped; 
that  the  school  commissioners  adopt  the  plan  followed  by  some  munici- 
palities, of  purchasing  all  the  books  and  school  supplies  required,  so  that 
all  the  children,  both  rich  and  poor,  will  have  all  they  require;  that  the 
GroTemm.ent  grant  an  allowance  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  school 
houses.  This  is  all  the  more  desirable  that,  in  distributing  this  grant,  im- 
provements which  are  urgently  required  in  the  construction  of  these 
buildings,  should  be  insisted  upon.  ' 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  secretary-treasurers,  as  a  rule,  perform 
their  duties  satisfactorily.     ^ 

Finally,  I  have  done  all  I  could  to  develop  the  progress  of  education 
in  my  district,  by  carrying  out  to  the  letter  the  orders  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction.  • 

These  are  the  remarks  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  on  the  work- 
iiig  of  the  schools  in  my  district. 

To  resume,  I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied,  with  few  exceptions,  with  the 
enecess  obtained  by  the  schools  in  my  district,  with  respect  to  the  teaching 
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of  the  various  subjects  contained  in  the  curriculum  of  common  schools,  if 
we  take  into  consideration  that  teachers,  as  a  class,  receive  so  little  encour- 
agement from  some  school  commissioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EDOUARD  CARRIER, 

School  Inspector, 


MR.  DELAGE. 


{Translation.) 


St.  CifeSAiRE,  14th  August,  1881. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  on  the  inspection  of  my  district, 
for  the  year  1880-81. 

The  figures  of  my  grand  statistical  table  w&ich  accompanies  it,  show  a 
decrease  in  the  grand  total  of  the  pupils.  I  am  not  surprised  at  this,  because, 
to  my  knowledge,  several  numerous  families,  last  fall  abandoned  their 
properties  to  go  and  work  for  a  time  in  the  United  States,  Moreover,  sick- 
ness in  one  locality  prevented  sevm'al  children  from  attending  school  this 
year. 

On  the  other  hand  the  average  attendance  of  the  pupils  has  increased 
by  184. 

There  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  following  branches : 
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In  the  number  of  pupils  who  read  well 76 

"    write   580 
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in  arithmetic 487 

"  book-keeping 30 

"  mathematics 62 

"  geometry   45 

"  French  grammar 282 

"  parsing  148 

"  letter-writing  and  com- 
position    29 

"  geography 83 

"  history  86 

learning    the    manual    of 

agriculture 59 


This  increase  indicates  progress  and  shows  that  we  are  far  from  losings 
ground. 

Tour  instructions  and  my  suggestions  are  generally  followed  by  the 
commissioners,  but  I  will  not  say  anything  of  some  exceptions  which  I 
still  find  amongst  commissioners  who  are  behind  the  age.  It  is  especially, 
when  a  school  house  has  to  be  enlarged,  because  it  no  longer  meets  the 
requirements  of  its  district,  or  when  one  is  to  be  built,  that  the  latter  gentry 
show  the  greatest  spirit  of  opposition. 

They  are  also  greatly  dissatisfied  with  their  colleagues  when  there  is 
any  question  of  rewarding  or  increasing  the  salary  of  a  good  teacher. 

In  the  county  of  Eouville,  five  school  houses  have  been  built  since  my 
last  rejwrt  (in  August,  1880,)  two  in  the  county  of  St.  Hyacinthe  and  two 
have  been  repaired  and  enlarged  in  the  county  of  Bagot. 
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All  these  houses  are  now  comfortable  and  well  divided ;  they  have  been 
renewed  in  accordance  with  the  plans  approved  by  you. 

Five  others  are  now  being  built  on  plans  which  appear  to  me  very 
suitable.  .  ' 

Next  autumn  there  will  remain  only  two  houses  leased  for  school 
purposes.  > 

I  have  not  received  a  single  complaint  from  the  teachers  or  rate  payers 
tigainst  the  secretary-treasurers ;  nevertheless  I  observed  carelessness  in 
three  offices.  I  found  deficits  in  two,  in  one  case  to  the  amount  of  |10,  in 
the  other  $84.  Both  these  amounts  were  paid  up  within  a  few  days  after  I 
had  audited  the  accounts. 

One  of  these  secretaries  was  at  once  dismissed  and  replaced. 

In  some  municipalities  I  observed,  with  pleasure,  that  the  commissoners 
had  paid  into  the  teachers^  superannuation  and  pension  fund  the  amount 
required  by  law,  without  reducing  the  salaries  for  the  current  year. 

I  inspected  all  the  schools  in  my  district  and  examined  all  the  pupils  I 
saw. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that,  in  general,  satisfactory  success  has 
been  obtained.  It  may  be  seen  1st,  in  the  state  of  the  school-houses ;  2nd, 
in  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  and  minutes  of  meetings  are  kept ;  3rd, 
in  the  selection  of  the  teachers  ;  4th,  in  the  examination  of  candidates  for 
the  position  of  teacher. 

At  the  Board  of  Examiners,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  I  have  frequently 
noti<3ed  that  the  candidates  are  better  prepared  than  formerly.  I  may  slso 
say  that  the  examinations  are  very  carefully  conducted. 

I  would  take  the  liberty  of  saying  a  word  with  reference  to  the  boy's 
school  known  as  "  Q-irouard's  Academy  "  in  the  town  of  St.  Hyacinthe. 
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The  classes  of  the  superior  course  were  closed  in  April  last  (1881).  The  ' 
teacher,  Mr.  Thomas,  discouraged  by  the  small  number  of  pupils  which 
attended,  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  commissioners,  who  accepted  it. 

The  course  was  divided  into  four  years.  The  pupils  of  the  elementary 
class  remained  under  the  female  teachers  who  had  taught  them  since  last 
autumn,  and  the  remaining  pupils  of  the  higher  class,  after  the  resignation 
of  the  teacher,  were  confided  to  Miss  Philomene  Marchessault,  who  since 
sereral  years,  had  taught  the  most  advanced)pupils  of  the  elementary  course. 

Several  of  the  teachers  have  this  year  again  been  distinguished  by  the 
progress  of  their  pupils.  Besides  those  in  the  colleges  and  convents  under 
control,  there  are  a  good  many  who  deserve  the  highest  honors  as  teachers 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  further  details  on  each 
school  in  particular ;  the  bulletins  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  sending 
you  during  the  year  will  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  state  of  the  primary 
schools  in  my  district. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted.    , 


I  hav«  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 


J.  B.  DELAGE, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  DORVAL. 
[Tramlation.] 

L'AssoMPTioN,  5th  August,  1881. 
Sir, 

Before  coming  to  the  remarks  which  I  have  to  make  on  each  of  the 
municipalities  of  my  district  for  the  scholastic  year  just  expired,  I  have  to 
give  some  explanation  to  justify  my  apparent  idleness  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  which  began  on  the  1st  of  July,  1880.  On  the  9th  of 
January,  1881,  when  I  wrote  my  last  report,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  yon 
that  since  July,  1880,  I  had  only  been  able  to  visit  eight  municipalities. 
But  I  did  not  tell  you,  as  I  should  have  done,  that  I  had  been  ill  since  the 
80th  October  previous.  My  illness  (bronchitis  and  fever)  lasted  till  the  28th 
of  January,  1881.  I  therefore  lost  two  of  the  best  months  for  school  inspec- 
tion, December  and  January.  Since  that  time  I  have  spared  no  effort  in  order 
to  complete  my  prescribed  two  rounds  of  visits,  and  thanks  to  Providence,  I 
was  enabled  to  do  so  in  all  my  municipalites  except  four,  namely,  St.  Alexis, 
St.  Esprit,  Mascouche  and  Ste.  Julienne.  The  holidays  prevented  me  from 
paying  a  second  visit  to  these  four  parishes.  {  have  not  included  Dorchester 
amongst  those  which  I  am  obliged  to  inspect,  because  since  this  township 
has  been  erected  into  a  school  municipality.  I  only  go,  and  can  only  go,  there 
once  a  year  and  that  in  summer.  In  winter  the  roads  are  little  or  not  at  all 
used,  and  pass  through  five  miles  of  primeval  forest,  without  habitations, 
and  I  have  sometimes,  even  in  summer,  been  obliged  to  cut  through  the 
fallen  trees  which  blocked  the  road.  The  two  schools  in  this  small  muni- 
cipality, the  Ultima  Thule  of  my  journeys  towards  the  North-west,  compel 
me  to  go  46  miles  from  Chertsey,  which  takes  three  days. 

If  I  owe  a  second  visit  to  these  municipalities,  I  flatter  myself  that  I 
have  no  neglect  to  reproach  a  myself  with  as  to  the  manner  in  which  my 
inspection  of  the  others  was  made,  notwithstanding  the  rapidity  of  my 
journeys. 
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I  trust  that  the  illness  of  an  inspector,  occurring  once  during  the  26 
years  he  Jias  been  in  office,  will  not  be  considered  an  unpardonable  offence, 
and 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  D.  DORTAL, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  FONTAINE 
[Transfation.] 


JoLlETTK,  9th  September,  1881. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you,  with  the  present  report,  my  grand 
statistical  table  for  the  scholastic  year  1880-81. 

Last  year  my  statistics  showed  a  perceptible  decrease  in  the  number 
of  pupils  who  attended  the  schools  during  the  year  1879-80.  But  I  think 
the  decrease  is  still  more  marked  this  year.  In  any  case,  since  1878  the 
number  of  children  attending  school  has  fallen  from  6,768  to  6,140  for  last 
year.     The  average  attendance  had  decreased  in  the  same  proportion. 

From  these  facts  must  we  conclude  that  zeal  for  study  and  education 
has  diminished  in  my  district  ?  No,  for  it  must  be  said  that  the  ^v^hole 
population  having  decreased,  particularly  in  the  County  of  Joliette,  as  appears 
by  the  last  census,  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  educational  institutions  must 
also  necessarily  have  decreased.  Moreover,  it  should  be  noticed  that  emigra- 
tion, which  depopulates  our  country  parts,  takes  away  chiefly  the  young 
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families,  so  that  the  school  children  are  in  less  numbers  than  they  should 
be  in  proportion  to  the  total  population.  , 

Two  new  districts  have  been  formed,  and  two  new  school  houses  built 
since  my  last  report,  namely,  one  at  St.  Cuthbert  and  the  other  at  St. 
Barthfelemy,  County  of  Berthier. 

I  may  also  mention  a  new  municipality,  that  of  the  township  of  Bros- 
sard,  separated  from  the  township  of  Prevost  in  1880.  But  there  is,  as  yet, 
no  school  in  the  township  of  Brossard. 

My  inspection  bulletins  have  already  supplied  you  with  full  details  as 
to  the  working  of  the  schools  in  my  district,  and  I  can  add  nothing  further 
in  this  report. 

Besides,  I  consider  myself  justified  in  saying  that,  in  general,  there  has 
been  an  improvement  in  the  working  of  the  schools.  Teaching  is  becoming 
more  practical  year  by  year.  G-rammar,  arithmetic,  book-keeping  are  taught 
in  a  more  rational  manner,  and  one  that  is  more  beneficial  to  the  pupils. 

The  study  of  agriculture  is  greatly  neglected.  Most  of  the  pupils  are 
not  alive  to  its  importance,  and  moreover,  seven-eighths  of  the  teachers  are 
so  ignorant  on  the  subject  that  they  cannot  teach  it  with  any  ease,  and  still 
less  with  any  taste.    And  yet  this  science  has  many  charms. 

I  mention  with  pleasure  the  names  of  the  teachers  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves  the  most. — Model  Schools: — Messrs.  H.  B.  Desrochers, 
St.  Q-abriel  de  Brandon;  Alf  Q-6nereux,  Ste.  Melanie  de  Dailleboust. — 
Primary  Schools : — Mr.  H.  Ladouceur,  Ste  Beatrice ;  Miss  E.  Farley,  B. 
Alphonse  Bodigruez ;  Miss  H.  Gravel,  Ste.  Elizabeth. 


I  remain,  &c.. 


A.  FONTAINE, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  FOTHERGILL. 


Quebec,  20th  July,  1881. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  hononr  to  forward  my  report  of  the  various  educational 
establifihments  in  my  district  of  inspection  for  1880-81. 

Xo  great  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  year,  but  I  am  happy  in 
being  able  to  report  that  much  progress  has  been  made  in  nearly  all  the 
schools. 

In  the  City  I  may  mention  that  very  great  improvement  has  been  made 
in  the  Boy's  High  School.  The  number  of  pupils  largely  increased  and  the 
teaching  power  of  the  school  improved.  Mr.  Purdie  of  the  St.  Roch*s  school 
has  also  added  to  his  numbers  during  the  winter,  in  consequence  of  the 
resolution  of  the  School  Commissioners  to  withdraw  all  boys  from  under 
the  control  of  Miss  Ahem,  who  has  now  simply  a  girl's  school. 

The  Champlain  Street  School  is  still  in  a  languishing  position  and 
unless  improvement  takes  place  during  the  coming  winter,  I  think  it  would 
be  in  the  best  interests  of  education  to  use  the  money  spent  there  in  enlarg- 
ing the  teaching  staff  in  some  of  the  overcrowded  schools.  In  the  country 
a  marked  improvement  in  education,  generally,  has  taken  place  during  the 
past  few  years.  I  regret,  however,  that  No.  1  St.  Raymond,  Dissentient,  has 
made  no  progress,  but  has  rather  retrograded  during  the  year. 

The  dissentient  school  at  Stoneham  is  also  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
condition.  The  teacher  there  is  far  above  the  average  in  ability,  but  in 
consequence  of  some  very  trifling  disagreement,  parents  have  withdrawn 
their  children  until  the  average  attendance  is  as  low  as  six.  It  does  appear  to 
me  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  insure  the  education  of  the  children  of  the 
Province,  that  a  compulsory  clause  should  be  inserted  in  the  Education  Act. 
^ere  this  done,  and  our  law  brought  into  unison  with  the  laws  in  force  in 
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England,  schools  which  now  number  some  14  to  20  chilcjren  in  attendance, 
would  be  doubled,  in  some  cases  trebled. 

The  Schools  at  St.  Bochs  North  and  St.  Jean  Chrysostome,  are,  I  regret 
to  say,  still  closed. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  notice  that  all  the  schools  are  rapidly  becoming 
better  supplied  with  the  authorized  text  books.  I  regret,  however,  to 
notice  that,  in  many  schools,  there  is  a  too  slavish  adherence  to  the  text  book 
in  use,  especially  in  teaching  arithmetic.  The  consequence  is  that  the  evil 
of  copying,  a  difficult  evil  to  thoroughly  eradicate  in  Higher  as  well  as 
Elementary  Schools,  very  largely  prevails.  Teachers  should  be  able,  especially 
in  the  lower  classes,  to  give  some  half  dozen  different  examples  at  once  for 
the  class,  so  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  their  scholars  to  copy. 

I  have  also  to  regret  that  the  use  of  the  black-board  is  not  as  general  as 
it  ought  to  be.  I  also  notice  a  great  want  in  the  teaching  of  geography, 
viz..  Blank  maps.  It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  importance  of  these  in  an 
Elementary  School.  Full  maps  should  really  be  needed  only  in  history 
lessons,  and  in  home  preparation,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  pupils  tested  in 
schools  by  the  blank  maps.  In  home  preparation,  those  maps  in  LovelTs 
excellent  series  are  admirable. 

Some  teachers,  I  think,  feeling  the  want  of  blank  maps,  are  in  the  habit 
of  drawing  maps  on  the  black-board  for  use,  but  this  is  a  waste  of  the  teacher's 
time,  and  should  be  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  Trustees  or  Commissioners 
being  compelled  to  provide  a  set  of  blank  maps  for  their  schools. 

History,  which  should  always  be  taught  with  geography,  is,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  being  more  attended  to  in  our  city  and  country  schools,  but  still  does 
not  receive  the  attention  it  ought  from  the  importance  of  the  subject.  I 
regret  to  find  that  in  our  higher  educational  establishments,  Historv 
is  too  often  confined  to  English  and  Canadian,  leaving  Roman,  Grecian  and 
French  out  of  the  curriculum. 
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It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  report  very  great  improve- 
ment in  Heading  and  Writing. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  some  improvement  has  been  made 
in  the  salaries  of  teachers,  though  many  of  them  are  still  poorly  paid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c. 

Sir,  your  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

M.  M.  FOTHERGILL, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  aAY. 

[TranslaUon,] 


Hull,  10th  August,  1881. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  for  the  scholastic 
year  which  has  just  ended. 

The  information  is  classed  under  three  heads,  namely : 

1.  Comparative  statement  of  the  past  7  years. 

2.  Remarks  of  a  general  and  particular  nature. 

3.  G-eneral  statistical  table  for  the  years  1880-81. 

CSOMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  FOB  THE  PAST  SEVEN  TEARS. 


Mpnicipalites 

Districts 

Institntions  in  operation , 

Number  of  pupils 

Average  attendance 

Pupils  reading  well 

tt      Iq  ^thmetic 

"      in  mental  arithmetic. 

ii      in  book-keeping 

"      in  writing 

<<      in  English  Grammar. 

**      in  French  Grammar. . 


1874-5 

1876-6 

1876-7 

1877-« 

35 

39 

44 

44 

98 

113 

119 

122 

96 

100 

110 

112 

3844 

4559 

4999 

5031 

3069 

3166 

3640 

3766 

1176 

1363 

1649 

1306 

1535 

1929 

2193 

2308 

668 

738 

697 

959 

42 

117 

115 

141 

2010 

2012 

2310 

2341 

461 

389 

434 

610 

702 

815 

902 

1042 

1878-9 


45 

127 

106 

4783 

3440 

1397 

2460 

843 

208 

2465 

610 

991 


1879-80 


46 

129 

112 

5030 

3594 

1402 

2602 

878 

163 

2590 

553 

1041 


1880-1 


47 
132 
117 
5620 
380O 
1401 
296» 

87a 

187 
2754 

626 
1050 
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Comparative  Statement  for  the  last  seven  tears. — Continued. 


Popils  in  orthogmpbj 

•*     In  geography 

"     in  history , 

<(      in  agricoltnre 

"     in  drawing    

ATenige  salaiy  of  male  teachers . .  $ 

**  ''of  female  teachers  $ 


1874-6 


938 
631 
695 


245 

145 


1876-6 


919 
646 
675 


234 
143 


1876-7 


770 
748 
767 


231 


138 


1877-8 


734 
792 
851 
155 
176 
230 
130 


1878-9 


659 
951 
808 
161 
305 
220 
132 


1879-80 


942 
952 
908 
252 
363 
205 
132 


1 880-1 


695 
1060 
1001 
238 
256 
224 
138 


Remarks  of  a  General  and  Particular  Nature. 

MunicipaliUe$. — Their  number  has  increased  too  much,  and  some  are  so 
small  that  they  hardly  form  a  good-sized  district.  This  sub-division  is  un- 
favorable to  the  working  of  the  schools ;  it  gives  an  excess  of  work  to  the 
department,  the  inspectors  and  the  commisioners,  besides,  by  necessitating  a 
larger  number  of  secretaries,  it  increases  the  cost  of  management. 

School  Districts. — An  increase  of  34  per  cent. 

Institutions  in  operation. — An  increase  of  21  per  cent. 

Number  of  Pupils. — An  increase  of  46  per  cent.  The  general  census  of 
Canada  which  has  just  been  made,  shows  that  the  incsease  of  the  population 
in  the  district  has  been  28.77  per  cent,  during  the  past  ten  years,  say  20.14 
during  the  7  seven  years  of  which  we  speak.  The  number  of  children  who 
have  attended  school  has  thus  increased  26  per  cent.,  apart  from  the  increase 
in  the  population. 


Teachers^  Salaries. — After  a  gradual  decrease  during  the  previous  six 
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years,  due,  in  a  great  measure  to  the  hard  times,  the  average  of  salaries  has 
lately  taken  an  upward  tendency. 

Accounts. — ^They  are  much  better  kept.  The  official  system  is  not  in  use 
everywhere,  but  it  is  becoming  more  generally  adopted.  The  teachers  are 
more  regularly  paid. 

School-houses. — ^They  are  being  repaired  and  enlarged ;  still  they  are 
often  enlarged  in  the  same  manner  as  a  field,  in  superficial  extent,  but  not  in 
capacity.  The  ceiling  is  often  too  low ;  about  one-third  of  the  class-rooms 
are  not  over  7 J  feet  high,  some  are  only  6J.  It  is  not  surprising  that  epide- 
mic diseases  should  originate  in  such  dens. 

Furniture. — About  one-third  of  the  schools  also  have  poor,  badly-made 
and  insufficient  furniture.  Black-boards  are  found  in  three-fourths  of  the 
schools,  chalk  in  two-thirds,  wall-maps  in  two-fifths.  It  is  true  that  the 
English  geographies  all  contain  maps,  and  that  similar  books  in  the  French 
language  are  beginning  to  be  introduced,  but  it  is  none  the  less  true  that 
when  there  are  wall  maps  in  a  school,  the  teacher  can  teach  the  elements  of 
geography,  orally,  to  the  whole  of  his  class ;  he  cannot  do  so  without 
maps. 

Certificates. — Seven  or  eight  female  teachers  have  taught  without  certi- 
ficates in  the  following  municipalities :  Pontiac,  Aylmer,  L'Ange  Ghardien, 
Lochaber,  Templeton,  Hicks  and  Bouchette. 

The  foregoing  remarks  relate  to  the  management  of  the  schools,  and 
show  their  outward  features  as  it  were,  producing,  in  my  opinion  an  agree- 
able efiect.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  remarks  of  another  kind,  and  haviug^ 
seen  the  outward  appearance  of  our  elementary  school,  let  us  study  its 
internal  condition. 

Diary. — Nearly  all  the  schools  are  provided  with  a  roll  or  attendance 
book.  Still,  I  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  female  teachers  to  make 
up  the  total  of  the  average  attendance  at  the  end  of  each  month. 
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Average  AtUfulance.—JDxmng  the  five  previous  years  it  was  72  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number  of  pupils  entered  in  the  diary.  As  experience 
has  shown  me  that  it  is  the  teacher  who,  by  the  extent  of  her  knowledge, 
her  zeal  for  the  education  of  the  children,  her  fondness  for  study,  order  and 
discipline,  &c.,  attracts  the  children  to  the  school,  or  repels  them  by  the 
absence  of  these  qualities,  it  appears  but  reasonable  to  attribute  to  her  chiefly 
the  changes  which  appear  in  the  attendance  of  the  pupils.  The  latter  in 
country  places  have  not  many  things  to  distract  their  attention,  and  if  they 
do  not  go  to  school,  it  is  chiefly  because  they  learn  but  little.  The  average 
attendance  this  year  was  67^  per  cent. 

Subjects  taught. — ^Since  seven  years  the  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
the  number  of  pupils  studying  the  various  branches  of  eleiiientary  educa- 
tion has  been  sys  follows : — 

Arithmetic,  95;  mental  arithmetic,  27;  advanced  reading,  19;  book- 
keeping, 340 ;  writing,  87 ;  English  grammar,  89 ;  French  grammar,  49  ; 
geography,  68 ;  history,  44  ;  agriculture  and  drawing  (since  4  years)  53  and 
46;  spelling  and  parsing  have  decreased  24  per  cent.  If  we  leave  aside 
book-keeping,  which  is  a  specialty  of  the  model  schools  and  academies,  we 
^t  an  average  increase  of  45.80  per  cent.,  which  is  about  the  same  as  the 
proportionate  increase  in  the  number  of  the  pupils. 

It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  studies  are  in  the  same  position  as 
they  were  seven  years  ago. 

It  must,  however,  be  remarked  that  the  subjects  which,  of  themselves, 
better  show  the  improvement  of  the  pupils,  have  increased  in  a  smaller 
proportion  than  the  others ;  thus,  advanced  reading  only  shows  14  per  cent, 
while  spelling  has  decreased  24  per  cent. 

This  gives  us'pretty  nearly  every  information  in  relation  to  the  internal 
condition  of  the  schools  in  this  district. 
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I  do  not  think  that  you  will  find  the  second  part  of  this  table  as  satis- 
factory as  the  first.  To  what  may  this  difibrence  be  attributed  ?  I  have  already 
stated,  and  every  one  knows,  that  it  is  due  to  the  want  of  education  in  the 
school-mistresses'.  This  year,  a^s^ain,  I  was  surprised  to  find  amongst  them 
girls  who,  the  previous  year,  were  but  indifferent  pupils  in  the  primary 
schools. 

I  will  now  conclude  with  some  special  remarks : 

Six  schools  were  closed  the  whole  year  round  owing  to  the  negligence 
of  the  commissioners ;  these  gentlemen  incur  no  personal  liability  and  the 
schools  suffer  thereby. 

The  municipality  of  Lome,  while  receiving  the  Legislative  grant,  con- 
tinues to  keep  up  its  schools  by  means  of  the  voluntary  contributions. 
There  are  a  great  many  children  who  live  too  far  from  the  schools  to  be  able 
to  attend  them,  and  they  are  thus  deprived  of  all  schools  as  well  as  of  the 
Legislative  grant. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  inspectors  should  know  what  categories  of  pupils 
they  should  enter  in  their  reports  as  studying  mental  arithmetic,  orthography, 
and  parsing.  In  default  of  special  instructions,  I  enter  as  learning  mental 
arithmetic  the  pupils  who  having  passed  through  the  four  simple  rules  are 
able  to  work  out  a  few  easy  sums  mentally.  In  orthography  and  parsing-, 
which  I  combine,  because  they  are  generally  taught  together,  I  take  the  num- 
ber of  those  who,  having  gone  through  the  first  part  of  the  grammar,  are 
able  to  parse  all  the  words  of  a  sentence. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 


AUG.  GAY, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  GRONDIN. 

[Translation.] 


Lapraibie,  8th  August,  1881. 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  scholastic  year  1880-81. 

It  would  be  very  pleasant  for  me  to  be  able  to  say  that  all  the  schools 
under  my  superintendence  are  in  the  most  flourishing  condition ;  but  as  such 
is  not  the  case,  and  it  is  not  my  duty  to  make  fancy  pictures,  I  may  at  once 
state  that  my  grand  statistical  table,  which  I  have  kept  as  carefully  and 
correctly  as  possible,  shows  a  certain  increase  in  the  total  number  of  the 
pnpils  in  the  educational  institutions  of  all  kinds.  There  has  also  been  a 
pretty  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  learned 
writing  and  lineal  drawing,  as  well  as  almost  all  the  branches  taught  in 
the  primary  schools,  such  as  reading,  arithmetic,  French  grammar,  English 
grammar,  book-keeping,  letter  writing,  composition,  geography,  history,  &c. 

It  is  upon  these  facts  that  I  base  my  assertion  that  there  has  been  at  least 
8onfe  progress,  and  that  we  may  have  confidence  in  the  future. 

The  slight  decrease  which  you  will  remark  in  the  total  average  ^,ttend- 
ance  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  new  attendance  books  show 
these  averages  in  a  clear  and  precise  manner,  while  they  were  only  made 
up  approximately  in  the  old  school  diary,  which  has  disappeared  almost 
everywhere. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  attending  the  boys'  academies  has  also 
been  diminished  by  the  fact  of  the  Christian  Brothers  having  given  up  the 
boys'  academy  at  Beauharnois,  in  which  were  taught  pupils  who  were 
strangers  to  the  municipality,  and  who  have  ceased  to  attend  the  institution, 
which  formerly  was  so  successful. 
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I  have  noticed  that  grammar,  geography  and  history  were  taught  more 
intelligently  and  methodically.  I  am  happy  to  give  the  teachers  credit  for 
this  Unfortunately  arithmetic  does  not  appear  to  have  been  taught  so  well, 
and  yet  it  is  a  science  which  is  of  great  importance  in  this  era  of  progress, 
as  figures  play  so  great  a*part  in  all  the  branches  of  trade  and  industry  and 
even  in  agriculture,  when  one  wishes  to  know  exactly  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  the  pursuit  of  this,  at  once  the  most  noble  and  the  most  useful 
of  all  arts. 

Iwill  not  repeat  what  I  have  already  said,  with  reference  to  that  excel- 
lent law  which  establishes  a  superannuation  fund  in  favor  of  teachers,  but 
will  simply  say  that  I  fear  that  the  fund  will  be  insufficient  for  the  first 
years  to  meet  the  numerous  and  heavy  demands  which  are  sure  to  be  made. 
It  is  good  to  think  of  this  beforehand,  so  as  to  avoid  disappointment  for  those 
who  will  be  entitled  to  this  relief,  which  they  will  have  earned,  on  which 
they  rely,  and  which  so  many  of  them  really  require. 

The  public  expected  that  our  legislature  would  cause  to  be  consolidtated 
in  a  single  act,  the  laws  and  their  various  amendments  respecting  our  sys- 
tem of  Public  Instruction ;  but  it  appears  that  our  members  were  unwilling 
to  pass,  in  haste,  admeasure  of  such  importance,  which  would  require  to  be 
re-amended  at  the  following  session. 

I  know,  of  course,  that  it  is  better  to  wait  a  little,  in  order  to  get  as 
perfect  a  law  as  possible,  which  will  be  our  Educational  Code,  and  whose 
provisions  would  meet  all  difficulties  and  fill  up  all  the  gaps  in  the  existing^ 
law. 

As  the  bulletins  which  I  sent  you  during  the  year  give  you  detailed, 
information,  I  will  content  myself  with  the  few  remarks  I  have  the  honor 
to  make. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

L.  GRONDIN, 
School  Inspector. 


57 


MR.  HUBBARD. 


Sherbrooke,  June  1, 1881. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  current  scholastic  year. 

The  accompanying  statistical  table  will,  perhaps,  show  a  slight  decrease 
rsiher  than  increase,  as  compared  with  the  previous  years,  both  as  regards 
the  number  of  schools  in  operation  and  the  attendance  of  the  pupils.  A  few 
of  the  small  districts  were,  perhaps  wisely,  closed  for  the  year,  and,  in  many 
secrions,  the  unusually  severe  prevalence  of  epidemic  sickness,  largely 
inflaenced  the  attendance  at  the  schools, — not  unfrequently  closing  them 
for  a  time.  But  for  this,  I  should  have  expected  an  unusually  good 
attendance, — as,  in  winter  particularly,  the  weather  and  state  of  the  roads 
were  unusually  favorable  generally  for  the  attendance  of  children.  With 
comparatively  few  exceptions,  I  have  visited  all  the  schools,  which  were  in 
operation  during  the  year,  twice.  As  no  prize  books  were  sent  me  for  the 
year,  I  have,  of  course,  been  unable  to  make  the  usual  distribution, — a  fact 
which,  in  many  cases  has  caused  much  disappointment  to  pupils  and  teach- 
ers,— the  latter  not  unfrequently  regarding  it  as  a  slight  or  reflection  upon 
them,  if  prizes  are  not  given  in  their  schools.  An  erroneous  impression 
that  the  inspector  is  boun^l  to  award  a  certain  number  of  prizes  in  every 
school  at  pich  visit,  has,  in  some  way,  gained  currency  in  some  sections ;  and 
as  this  is  imx>o86ible  with  the  limited  supply  furnished  in  any  case,  teachers 
are  apt  to  complain  as  if  there  had  been  neglect  or  injustice  in  their  case,, 
when  the  exi>ected  prizes  are  not  forthcoming. 

With  the  supply  recently  sent  me  for  the  coming  year,  I  shall  do  the 
b^t  I  can,  to  make  impartial  distribution,  though  I  shall  have  to  practice 
economy. 
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I  will  now  give  a  brief  review  of  the  district,  referring  to  such  points 
as  seem  to  me  worthy  of  notice 

I  have  visited  a  large  proportion  of  the  schools  twice,  (having  made 
over  450  visits),  during  the  year,  and  have  now  fully  comenced  my  summer 
lour,  not,  however,  included  in  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

H.  HUBBARD, 
School  Inspector, 


MR,  JUNEAU. 
[Translation,\ 


Quebec,  16th  September,  1881 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in 
my  district  for  the  year  1880-81. 

No  change  of  any  note  has  been  made  during  this  year ;  progress 
remains  about  the  same. 

As  I  stated  last  year,  more  care  is  given  in  the  schools  to  religious 
instruction,  reading  and  writing. 

Too  much  care  cannot  be  given  to  these  three  branches ;  they  are  the 
most  important  and  the  foundation  of  all,  particularly  religious  instruction, 
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which  should  be  the  object  of  our  greatest  solicitude,  because  it  is  the  basis 
of  education.  I  always  deem  it  my  first  duty  in  each  of  my  visits  to  ques- 
tion all  the  pupils,  both  young  and  old,  on  catechism  and  sacred  history. 

Reading  is  generally  good,  but  unfortunately  not  always^  understood. 
Still,  T  always  tell  teachers  that  it  is  one  of  the  n^ost  important  means  of 
instruction,  for  it  is,  at  once,  a  lesson  in  religion,  morals,  orthography,  gram- 
mar, &c.  Finally,  it  is  an  effective  method  of  rapidly  developing  youthful 
intellects,  for  it  is  only  when  a  child  begins  to  understand  what  he  reads, 
that,  as  experience  shows,  he  likes  school  and  applies  himself  to  work. 

m 

In  order  to  ascertain  that  the  pupil  understands,  the  teacher  should  ask 
him  to  explain  a  few  words  and  sentences,  but  to  be  able  to  question  with 
advantage  she  should  herself  know  thoroughly  the  books  which  the  pupil  has 
in  his  hands ;  finally  to  be  able  to  question,  one  must  be  conversant  with  the 
subject.  To  know  how  to  question,  is  to  know  how  to  interest  the  pupils 
and  secure  their  attention  so  as  to  keep  them  in  hand,  by  questioning  now 
one  now  another,  while  being  careful  to  be  clear  and  precise. 

The  teacher  should,  on  all  occasions,  endeavor  to  speak  correctly  and 
properly  without  pretension  and  affectation,  and  as  children  are  also  imita- 
tive, they  also  will  accustom  themselves  to  speak  correctly. 

Whenever  in  replying  to  a  question,  a  pupil  makes  use  of  an  incorrect 
expression  or  a  word  which  is  not  French,  the  teacher  should  correct  him  at 
once,  but  always  kindly,  and  with  that  gentleness  which  so  becomes  a  well- 
bred  woman. 

The  strong  point  of  a  teacher  should  be  to  know  how  to  attract  and 
retain  the  attention  of  the  pupils ;  to  know  how  to  make  himself  liked  and 
respected  by  them ;  finally  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the  pupils  is  the 
surest  way  of  being  able  to  educate  childhood  and  to  direct  it  in  the  path 
of  virtue  and  happiness. 
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The  teacher's  task  will  become  all  the  easier  if  he  makes  himself  liked 
and  respected  by  the  pupils  whose  heart  and  intellect  he  often  has  to  reform. 

Dissimilation,  falsehood,  anger,  idleness,  vanity  and  sensuality  are  the 
vices  one  generally  finds  in  children  ;  some  are  due  to  excessive  severity, 
others  to  the  parents  flfioiling  their  children.  Observe  those  flattered  and 
spoilt  children,  those  little  prodigies  of  prettiness  and  intelligence  before 
whom  some  mothers  are  always  in  admiration.  At  eight  years  of  age  they 
are  vain  children,  who  should  do  wonders  at  school,  who  should  be  at  the 
head,  but  who,  too  frequently,  are  not  even  in  the  middle  of  their  class. 

By  flattering  that  precocious  and  intelligent  child,  you  have  spoilt  him 
and  made  him  vain  and  idle.  How  correct  him  ?  If  he  loves  you,you  will  gain 
the  day  by  telling  him  to  be  humble,  that  humility  is  so  beautiful,  that  man 
is  only  amiable  if  he  is  humble ;  that  he  must  work  harder.  By  energy, 
kindness  and  perseverence  you  will  gain  him  over  and  make  a  good  pupil 
of  him  ;  but  to  do  so  you  must  know  the  pupils,  study  their  character,  watch 
them  without  appearing  to  do  so,  act  with  great  prudence  and  unbounded 
patience. 

We  do  not  punish  as  formerly,  we  have  left  aside  that  inflexible  severity, 
which  invariably  resulted  in  deceit,  falsehood,  and  anger.  What  did  we  gain 
by  striking  children,  by  imposing  humiliating  punishments  ?  We  turned , 
them  not  into  men  but  into  animals ;  now  we  appeal  to  the  feelings  and  the 
intelligence,  we  seek  to  make  ourselves  loved  and  respected,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence the  child  likes  school  and  learns  in  it. 

School-mistresses  think  that  the  only  vice  of  children  is  giddiness  ?  but 
this  is  true  only  of  those  whose  hearts  are  pure.  Children  who  are  fond  of 
play  are  the  best.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to  moderate  their  petulance,  and  to 
guide  their  impulses  during  play  hours. 

I  advise  teachers  to  study  and  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  difficult 
science  of  teaching.     I  tell  them  that  they  are  entrusted  with  the  care  of 
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aouls,  and  that  if  they  perform  their  important  duties  well,  they  will  form 
honourable  and  useful  citizens,  who  will  love  God  and  their  fellow-country- 
men. 

As  the  school  mistress  is  the  cynosure  of  all  eyes  in  the  parish,  she  should 
not  give  the  example  of  extravagance ;  of  course  she  should  be  nicely 
dressed,  but  without  ostentation  or  display. 

In  some  places  too  much  stress  is  laid  upon  learning  by  heart,  but  in 
good  schools  it  is  out  oi  date.  Why  should  we  insist  upon  a  child  learning 
by  heart  and  word  for  word  what  he  will  forget  to-morrow  ? 

The  teaching  of  geography  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  In  some  schools 
it  is  taught  without  maps.  What  is  the  use  oi  this,  I  ask  ?  It  is  taught  more 
to  girls  than  to  boys.  This  is  nonsense.  The  preliminary  notions  are  over- 
kwked  in  order  to  teach  the  geography  of  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa ;  America 
comes  last,  when  the  child  has  left  school.  Ho  is  taught  all  about  Europe 
Mid  not  a  word  of  the  country  in  which  he  was  born.  This  is  also  nonsense. 
I  have  given  strict  orders  in  this  respect,  but,  so  as  not  to  hurt  the  authority 
of  the  teacher,  I  take  notes  quietly,  and  when  I  return  home  I  write  to  the 
proper  person. 

Arithmetic,  also,  is  rather  neglected,  especially  mental  arithmetic,  and 
6till  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  branches.  It  is  necessary  that  every  one 
should  know  it  now.  I  regret  to  have  to  say  that,  as  a  rule,  it  is  a  weak  point 
with  the  teachers. 

Agriculture  and  drawing  have  great  difficulty  in  taking,  but  I  hope 
tbat  we  will  succeed  iu  overcoming  the  apathy  of  those  who  are  opposed  to 
tt^  teaching  of  these  subjects. 

Grammar  is  not  sufficiently  taught,  as  a  rule  ;  a  great  many  children 
who  can  read  well  do  not  learn  it,  as  their  parents  are  opposed  to  it.  This 
»much  to  be  regretted.    To  supply  the  deiiciency,  I  advise  the  teachers  to 
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give  oral  lessons  in  grammar,  and  give  plenty  of  dictation  on  the  slates  and 
black-boards. 

I  have  this  year  again  strongly  advised  the  teaching  of  singing,  but  as 
several  teachers  pretend  they  cannot  sing,  I  tell  them  :  "  You  cannot  sing, 
but  some  of  your  pupils  have  very  good  voices,  make  them  sing ;  devote 
five  minutes  to  this  agreeable  and  healthy  practice,  and  recollect  that  nothing 
elevates  the  soul,  touches  the  heart  and  inspires  noble  feelings  like  singing  : 
therefore  make  the  children  sing  fine  hymns.  Recollect  that  these  graceful 
melodies,  learnt  at  school,  will  afterwards  be  heard  during  work  in  the 
fields,  amidst  the  amusements  of  the  long  winter  evenings,  and  will  replace 
those  grotesque  comic  songs  which  are  sometimes  heard  on  those  occasions. 
Everyone  likes  to  listen  to  a  person  who  sings  well." 

In  my  district  there  are  204  institutions  of  all  kinds,  attended  by  15,801 
pupils,  of  both  sexes;  8,187  boys,  and  7,614  girls.  These  204  institutions 
are  made  up  as  follows ;  104  primary  schools  under  control,  55  independent 
primary  schools,  and  26  model  schools,  11  academies,  and  8  independent 
superior  schools. 


In  these  institutions  3,938  pupils  are  in  spelling;  6,469  read  fluently  ;^ 
6,899  read  well ;  13,430  write ;  12,857  learn  arithmetic ;  1,415  book-keeping  y 
480  mathematics ;  1,224  English  grammar,  and  8,989  French  grammar  ;i 
7,621  geography  ;  9,257  history,  and  2,132  drawing. 

My  bulletins  and  grand  statistical  table  will  give  you  all  the  informal 
lion  you  require. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


F.  E   JUNEAU, 

School  Jns/fector 
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MR.  LAMACRHE. 
[  Translation.] 

,  St.  Johns,  18th  August,  1881. 

Sib, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  the  school  year  1880-81. 

As  the  bulletins  which  I  forwarded  to  you  after  each  of  my  inspectoral 
visits,  contained  all  my  special  remarks  about  each  municipality  and  even 
OIL  each  school  in  operation,  I  shall  now  limit  myself  to  a  short  recapitu- 
lation following  the  order  given  in  the  bulletins. 

The  number  of  male  teachers  has  decreased  by  ten ;  one  religious  and 
nine  lay  teachers ;  of  the  nine  lay  teachers,  four  have  changed  districts, 
three  have  gone  to  the  United  States,  one  has  turned  farmer,  and  the  other 
shopkeeper.  The  smallness  of  the  salaries  accounts  for  the  decrease.  Thirty- 
three  male  teachers  taught  class  this  year :  out  of  this  number  one  alone 
did  not  give  satisfaction,  and  another,  whose  salary  was  too  small,  left  in 
April  for  the  United  States. 

I  can  state  that  eleven-twelfths  of  the  school-houses  are  not  fit  for  the 
purpose  to  which  they  are  destined ;  they  are  unhealthy,  because  they  do 
not  contain  enough  pure  air  for  the  teacher,  who  cannot  speak,  explain  or 
teach  without  injuring  his  health. 

I  am  sorry  to  state  that  three  mistresses  died  during  this  year,  and  four 

[others  were  obliged  to  give  up  teaching  on  account  of  sickness.     There  is 

lothing  surprising  in  this,  as  hygiene  is  a  thing  unknown  to  the  majority  of 

»le.    As  long  as  the  children  do  not  freeze  in  school,  it  is  all  right.     1 

think  it  would  be  right  to  add  to  the  bulletin  the  following  question :  Is  the 

^lflS8-room  built  according  to  hygienic  principles,  and  is  it  large  enough  for 

le  children  attending  school  ? 
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The  furniture  is  improving  much  faster  than  the  school-houses,  and  as 
to  the  school  grounds,  they  are  spacious  enough  in  the  country  parishes,  but 
in  several  villages  the  street  is  the  only  play  ground  the  children  have  to 
play  in. 

The  children  are  better  provided  with  books,  and  the  schools  are  being 
rapidly  supplied  with  maps. 

The  statistical  table  which  I  forwarded  to  you  some  time  ago,  shows  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  children  frequenting  the  school.  There  is  nothing 
surprising  in  this,  if  you  take  into  consideration  that  the  population  of  this 
district  has  lost  2,000  souls  since  1871.  Notwithstanding  this,  attendance 
has  been  better,  and  the  number  of  children  studying  the  different  branches 
has  remained  nearly  the  same,  a  small  increase  for  some  subjects  and  a  like 
decrease  in  others,  so  that  the  result  is  satisfactory. 

The  pupils  now  know  how  to  write,  have  a  better  hand,  and  keep  their 
books  better  than  formerly.  These  results  I  attribute  to  the  change  in  school 
furniture,  and  the  use  of  copies  with  printed  headings.  The  models  being 
distinct  and  regular,  the  pupils  seizes  the  forms  of  the  letters  without  trou- 
ble and  reproduces  them  easily. 

The  progress  in  grammar  still  continues ;  there  are  more  explanations 
given,  and  less  learned  by  heart.  Several  teachers  teach  by  intuition ; 
learning  by  rote  is  replaced  by  intuitive  exercises,  and  grammar  is  con- 
sidered as  an  aid  to  memory. 

In  a  great  number  of  elementary  schools  arithmetic  has  made  no  pro- 
gress, because  in  those  schools  books  are  everything ;  practical  problema 
seem  not  to  exist.    This  is  due  as  much  to  incapacity  as  to  laziness.  « 

The  study  of  book-keeping  has  made  more  progress,  and  the  num  bet 
of  pupils  learning  this  branch  has  increas  yd. 
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History  is  little  understood,  because  in  reciting  it  too  much  importance 
is  giv^en  to  the  word  for  word  recital,  and  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  sense 
of  the  phrases.  The  pupils  who  have  learned  a  little  grammar  should  be 
obliged  to  write  a  resumS  of  the  lesson  given  or  explained  by  the  master  ; 
this  resume  would  serve  at  the  time  as  a  lessson  in  orthography  and  in 
ityle. 

Greography  has  made  more  progress,  the  schools  being  better  provided 
with  maps,  and  the  children  using  geographies  with  atlases  in  them.  Those 
atlases  are  generally  well  made,  attract  the  children's  eyes,  and  they  remem- 
ber the  boundaries  of  countries,  the  situation  of  the  mountains,  the  course 
of  the  rivers,  etc.,  far  more  easily. 

* 

The  teaching  of  agriculture  has  progressed ;  four  hundred  more  chil- 
dren studied  this  year  than  last.  The  opposition  of  parents  to  the  Manual 
has  been  obviated  by  the  commissioners,  who,  for  the  most  part,  provided 
the  necsssary  books. 

Drawing  has  retrograded  on  accoant  of  the  absence  of  books,  and  of  the 
opposition  of  some  parents,  who  believe  it  to  be  more  of  a  recreation  than  a 
aerious  and  useful  study.  I  recommended  the  commissioners  to  place  the 
laanualsof  drawinsrin  the  schools  as  ordinary  class-books.  Several  commis- 
doners  have  acceded  to  my  demand,  and  I  hope  that  we  will  soon  count  as 
numy  drawers  as  writetB,  because  it  is  as  easy  to  prepare  scholars  for  draw- 
ing as  for  writing. 

As  to  the  teachers,  there  are  very  few,  now-a-days,  who  have  not  the 
necessary  knowledge ;  but  the  science  of  teaching  is  still  unknown  to  many. 

Almost  all  the  Secretary-treasurers  keep  their  accounts  according  to 
the  official  method,  that  is,  clearly  and  precisely. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  O.  H.  LAMAEOHE, 

School  Inspector. 


y 
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Mb.  LEFEBVRE. 
( Translation.) 


Three  Rivers,  1st  August,  1881, 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  send  my  report  on  the  state  of  public  instruction 
in  my  district  for  the  school  year  1880-81.  My  grand  statistical  table  for 
the  same  year  has  already  been  forwarded  to  you  some  days  ago. 

During  the  school  year  which  has  just  finished,  four  school-houses 
have  been  built ;  one  has  been  enlarged,  and  one  bought.  These  houses 
are  all  more  or  less  suitable  ;  those  built  at  St.  Prosper  and  at  Ste.  Anno  do 
la  Perade,  in  the  County  of  Champlain,  are  a  credit  to  the  niunicipalitiss  iu 
which  they  are  situated. 

The  St.  Narcisse  model  school,  also  in  the  Ck>unty  of  Champlain,  has 
been  enlarged,  and  it  is  spacious  enough  now  to  lodge  the  teacher  and  have  a 
large  school-room  besides. 

In  several  schools  the  furniture  has  been  considerably  improved,  by 
replacing  the  old  forms  and  desks  by  good,  new  tables  and  forms  witli 
backs. 

As  you  may  have  remarked  in  my  bulletin,  the  greatest  fault  that  I 
found  with  the  school  desks  and  benches  is  that  they  are  too  high  for  tlie 
children ;  they  seem  to  have  been  all  made  for  grown-up  people.  I  have 
frequently  seen  several  children,  whose  feet  could  not  touch  the  ground^ 
fitting  on  a  high  bench  with  no  back.  I  believe  this  to  be  very  bad  for 
the  children's  health,  especially  when  they  are  obliged  to  maintain  that 
position  for  four,  five  or  six  hours  a  day.  I  have  done  my  b  est  to  prevent  tliia 
abuse,  which  to  me  is,  simply,  barbarity.  Several  municipalities  have  since» 
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At  my  demand,  remedied  this  state  of  things,  and  I  have  promised  to  mention 
«11  those  who  shall  not  have  attended  to  it,  in  my  next  report. 

Several  schools  have  no  cnpboard  for  the  archives,  nor  platform  for 
the  teacher.  I  hope  to  have  both  very  soon  in  all  the  schools  under  my 
tjontrol. 

I  recommended  the  teachers  to  preserve  carefully  in  the  archives  of 
their  schools  the  work  done  by  the  pupils,  as  well  as  the  attendance  book 
and  register  of  entries  and  visits,  because  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  con- 
front the  past  work  with  the  present,  in  order  to  find  out  if  such-or-such  a 
pupil  has  made  progress. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  throughout  the  whole  of  the  County  of 
€hamplain,  with  the  exception  of  a  couple  of  municipalities,  the  schools 
»  we  all  well  provided  for  by  the  commissioners.  I  cannot  say  as  much  of 
the  County  of  Portneuf,  where,  out  of  seven  parishes  included  in  my  dis- 
trict,  there  is  only  one,  and  that  the  poorest  of  all,  that  provides  its  schools 
properly ;  this  municipality  is  that  of  St.  Ubalde,  situated  in  the  moun- 
tains. 

"With  very  few  exceptions,  ihe  school  finances  are  well  administered, 
and  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  teachers'  salaries  are  paid  punctually, 
It  is  true  that  no  great  effort  has  to  be  made  to  accomplish  this,  as  the 
salaries  are  nearly  all  very  low. 

I  obliged  all  the  schools  to  have  copy  books  with  headings,  and  most 
schools  are  now  provided  with  them. 

The  greater  number  of  the  scholars  are  taken  away  from  school  just  as 
they  begin  to  derive  benefit  from  it.  The  result  is  that  there  is  not  10  per 
cent,  who  have  the  time  to  learn  the  rules  of  grammar  or  of  arithmetic. 
This  is  the  reason  why  I  recommend  teachers  to  exercise  the  children  in 
spelling  by  heart,  in  order  to  teach  them  at  least  some  orthography,  and  to 
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show  them,  first  of  all,  simple,  practical  sums,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  how 
to  keep  accounts  ;  then  to  make  them  write  out  short  letters,  receipts,  pro^ 
missory  notes,  etc.,  etc. 

The  principal  obstacles  to  progress  in  our  schools  are  irregularity  of 
attendance  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  and  want  of  knowledge  in  the  art  of 
teaching,  on  the  part  of  a  great  number  of  teachers,  and,  on  the  part  of  a  too- 
great  number  of  parents,  a  want  of  care  in  not  keeping  their  children  pro* 
vided  with  everything  necessary  for  their  education. 

The  remedy  for  the  first  evil  is  to  make  the  school  as  attractive  as  pos- 
sible, by  having  good  school-houses,  good  furniture,  all  the  necessary  books, 
and  teachers  whoso  talents  and  good  manners  will  make  their  teaching- 
pleasant. 

As  will  be  seen,  a  part  of  the  remedy  for  the  first  cause  is  necessarily 
found  in  the  second,  and  that  remedy  consists  principally  in  giving  teachera 
every  possible  facility  for  following  a  course  of  studies  in  a  normal 
school. 

Lastly,  the  remedy  to  the  third  obstacle,  perhaps  the  most  difficult  ta 
obtain,  consists  in  the  energy  and  zeal  of  the  true  friends  of  education,  and 
in  their  efforts  to  persuade  parents  of  the  usefulness  of  giving  their  childreu 
all  the  things  that  are  necessary  for  their  schooling. 

Examples  establishino  (he  above-mentioned  fads : — 

In  one  of  my  visits  to  a  school,  where  irregular  attendance  was  about 
the  only  thing  to  complain  of,  I  remarked  a  child,  eleven  years  old,  who 
was  well  educated  for  her  age,  and  all  the  others  very  ignorant.  I  asked 
the  teacher  the  reason  of  such  a  difference.  She  answered  me  :  "  Sir,  th.ia 
anomaly  is  easily  explained.  This  little  girl  whom  you  have  remarked  for 
her  learning  never  loses  a  day  from  school,  while  the  others  are  ahseivt 
half,  if  not  three-fourths,  of  the  time." 
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In  another  school  which  had  a  goodlnnmber  of  scholars,  the  teacher, 
not  having  the  necessary  knowledge,  made  each  of  the  children  recite  their 
catechism  and  prayers  to  her  separately,  and  without  being  helped  by 
monitors,  so  that  more  than  three-fourths  of  her  time  was  giren  to  this  one 
subject. 

In  the  schools  of  a  municipality  where  the  duty  of  providing  tho 
pupils  with  the  necessary  books  is  left  to  the  parents,  one-half  of  the 
scholars  had  no  class-books,  and  their  companions  not  caring  to  lend  them 
theirs,  they  lo:4t  thiir  time,  and  made  the  others  do  the  same. 

As  it  is  easy  to  see,  these  obstacles  are  really  most  prejudicial  to  th3 
progress  of  oar  schools. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  there  is  no  need  to  be  discouraged,  for 
although  these  obstacles  exist  in  a  great  number  of  schools,  I  am  happy  to 
state  that  there  is  real  progress,  which  is  established  by  the  following 
figures  : — 

Although  emigration  has  not  been  less  this  year  than  last,  our  statistics 
for  this  year,  compared  with  those  of  last  year,  give  an  increase  of  258 
scholars  who  attended  all  our  schools,  and  an  increase  of  159  in  the  average 
attendance. 

The  increase  in  the  numbar  of  pupils  who  are  able  to  write  is  1,087  ; 
mental  arithmetic,  increase,  439 ;  book-keeping,  increase,  59  ;  French 
grammar,  increase,  112  ;*  orthography,  increase,  84  ;  composition,  increase, 
13-3;  history,  increase,  127;  agriculture,  increase,  248  ;  linear  industrial 
drawing,  increase,  789. 

The  number  of  children  learning  arithmetic  has  decreased  a  little,  but 
the  decrease  is  only  apparent,  not  real ;  it  comes  from  my  having  noted,  as 
learning  arithmetic,  only  the  scholars  who  already  knew  numeration  well, 
1  am  convinced  there  is  progress  in  this  branch  as  well  as  in  the  others. 
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As  the  bulletins  which  I  have  forwarded  to  you  contain  all  the  special 
observations  which  I  had  to  make  on  each  municipality,  there  is  no  need 
to  repeat  them  heie. 


The  whole  humbly  submitted. 


DAVID  LEFEBVEE, 

School  Inspector, 


MR.  LEVESQUE. 
[Transiation.] 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the^ 
primary  instruction  in  the  Counties  of  Drummond  and  Arthabaska  for  the 
year  1880-81.  You  will  receive,  at  the  same  time,  my  grand  statistical  table 
for  the  same  year. 

The  bulletins  of  inspection  which  I  forwarded  to  you  at  the  end  of  the 
last  quarter,  and  the  memorandum  which  accompanies  the  said  report,  render 
my  giving  any  details  unnecessary.    I  shall  limit  myself  to  a  synopsis. 

• 

The  number  of  the  municipalities  has  not  increased,  but  a  new  die* 
trict  has  been  formed  in  St.  Cyrille,  and  another  is  about  to  be  formed  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Paul  de  Chester. 

There  is  in  my  division  a  Commercial  College,  attended  by  120  scholars  ; 
teaching  is  becoming  more  perfect  in  it  every  year. 

The  Ladies  of  the  Congregation  of  Montreal  have  two  missions  ;  one  at 
St.  Christophe,  the  other  at  Ste.  Yictoire  d' Arthabaska.     Both  are  zealoua 
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in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  the  pupils  receive  a  superior  educa- 
tion in  them. 

Another  Convent,  whose  mother  houseiis  at  St.  Hyacinthe,  is  established 
at  Drummondville.  Young  teachers  who  have  obtained  their  education  at 
this  establishment  are  generally  competent  and  direct  the  scholars  under 
their  care,  with  intelligence. 

There  is  only  one  lay  professor  in  my  division,  and  he  is  at  the  head  of 
the  Drummondville  Model  School.  He  is  a  pupil  of  the  Jacques  Cartier 
Normal  School.  He  is  a  learned  and  skilful  teacher,  and  under  his  care,  the 
children  make  rapid  progress. 

The  other  Model  Schools  are  under  the  control  of  school  m's- 
tresses.  Those  schools  are  :  the  Model  Schools  of  St.  Germain  de  I'Avenir, 
Stanfold,  St.  Norbert,  and  Ste.  Victoire ;  which  all  give  good  returns.  The 
Kingsey  school  cannot  be  considered  as  a  real  model  school,  and  the  reason 
of  this,  in  my  belief,  is  the  apathy  of  the  few  scholars  that  attend  it. 

The  mistresses  teaching  elementary  schools  number  138,  two  only  have 
n'j  diplomas.  I  had  to  tolerate  them  because  they  were  competent,  and  it 
was  very  difficult  to  replace  them.  Forty-three  taught  their  schools  with 
scientific  skill ;  55  kept  pretty  good  schools ;  the  remainder  did  nothing. 
These  latter  are  for  the  most  part  incompetent ;  they  are  either  wanting  in 
knowledge,  or  they  have  adopted  teaching  as  a  profession,  until  somethings 
better  offers.  They  neither  like  their  state  nor  their  children,  and  when  the 
year  is  out,  they  are  no  better  acquainted  with  them  than  they  were  at  its 
opening.  In  those  unfortunate  cases,  not  only  is  there  no  progress  made,  bat 
the  children  are  undisciplined  and  have  no  respect  for  authority.  The  teachers 
of  the  second  class  have  nearly  all  the  necessary  talents,  and  show  great  zeal 
tar  the  education  of  their  pupils.  If  success  does  not  always  crown  their 
efforts,  it  is  only  the  method  that  is  to  blame.  A  more  complete  knowledge 
of  the  art  of  teaching  is  ail  that  such  persons  require,  and  this  they  could 
acquire  under  a  good  master  during  the  few  weeks  of  holidays  which  the- 
local  authorities  grant  each  year. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in,  general,  the  progress  made  this  year  ia 
satisfactory  ;  the  teaching  is  more  efficient,  and  if  the  Commissioners  will 
only  help  the  inspector  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duties,  we  will  before  long 
see  competent  teachers  at  the  heaU  of  our  elementary  schools, — teachers  who 
are  devoted  to  teaching  by  inclination,  and  who  desire  to  accomplish  th^ 
greatest  possible  good  in  the  shortest  space  of  time  possible. 

The  school  houses  should  be  more  comfortable ;  the  children  would  like 
them  and  attend  with  more  regularity.  I  believe  that  the  Commissioners  will 
do  all  in  their  power  to  follow  the  rules  to  be  found  in  the  circular  of  1877, 
A  great  number  of  them  have  already  made  considerable  repairs  to  their 
school  houses,  but  others  still  remain  who,  through  want  of  money  or  good 
will,  put  oflf  from  year  to  year  the  building  of  a  good  house,  or  neglect  to 
make  the  necassary  repairs  to  a  house  where  the  children  lose  their  health. 

The  furniture  in  some  schools  is  still  very  defective.  I  must  complain 
above  all,  of  the  way  the  desks  and  forms  are  made  ;  the  desks  are  flat  or 
with  two'inclined  planes,  so  Ihat  the  children  are  face  to  face  during  class 
time,  and  amuse  themselves  under  the  very  eye  of  the  mistress,  who  cannot 
always  discover  the  offender.  The  forms  have  no  backs  and  are  all  of  a 
uniform  height  for  children  of  different  ages.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  note 
those  unfortunate  facts  which  are  due,  in  many  cases,  to  the  carelessness  of 
school  commissioners.  I  have  not  obliged  them  to  renew  the  furniture 
completely,  many  municipalities  not  having  the  means  to  do  it,  but  I  ask 
them  to  do  nothing  contrary  to  the  decision  of  the  Council,  when  changes 
are  necessary.  If  some  commissioners  have  put  my  advice  into  practioa 
many  others  have  not  thought  fit  to  take  it  into  consideration. 

Forty-five  schools  are  still  without  maps.  Out  of  this  number  thirty 
could  not  dispense  with  them,  without  causing  much  harm  to  children,  who 
are  in  a  position  to  study  this  branch  with  advantage. 

The  teachers  have  always  met  with  a  strong  opposition  from  the  parents 
in  relation  to  agriculture,  as  they  believe  that  they  can  teach  agriculture 
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themselves  better  than  the  little  book  in  use  in  the  schools.  I  know 
inistresses  who  have  taught  it  notwithstanding  the  protests,  and  even  the 
menaces  of  certain  rate-payers. 

Drawing  finds  more  favour,  and  I  have  seen  with  pleasure  that  there  ia 
an  increase  of  25  pupils  over  last  year.  There  are  mistresses,  however,  who 
dislike  it,  because  they  have  not  learnt  it.     This  opposition  will  disappear 
with  the  mistresses  who  hold  these  ideas. 
i 

There  is  some  progress  in  writing,  and  I  found  good  copy-books  in  my 
districts.  The  study  of  drawing  greatly  helps  the  pupil  in  maintaining  a 
good  hand. 

In  all  the  municipalities  of  the  Counties  of  Drummond  and  Arthabaska, 
the  secretary-treasurers  of  the  schools  have  kept  their  accounts  to  the  satis* 
faction  of  all.  The  mistresses  are  still  badly  paid  but,  at  any  rate,  they  are 
paid  regularly.  In  the  parish  of  St.  Paul  de  Chester,  of  TAvenir  and  of 
l)nunmondville,  the  collection  of  accounts  is  not  looked  after.  Nearly 
everywhere  they  have  obtained  the  account  books  recommended  by  the 
l)epartment  of  Public  Instruction. 

Before  finishing,  I  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  the  parish  of  St.  Ger- 
)&ain  of  Grantham  as  following  with  the  greatest  exactitude  the  instructions 
given  by  your  department  and  the  inspector.  Consequently,  all  the  schools 
there  are  on  a  suitable  footing.  The  teachers  receive  good  salaries,  and  the 
Schools,  as  well  as  the  school  furniture,  are  well  kept. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Ls.  N.  LEVESQUE, 

School  Inspector. 

HoxTOiv  Falls,  Shefford,  18th  August,  1881. 
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MR.  LUCIEK. 
[Translation.] 


Makia,  15th  July,  1881. 


Sib, 

f 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  report  upon  the  state  of  the  * 

Catholic  Schools  in  the  County  of  Bonaventure,  for  the  school  year  ending 
the  80th  June  last.  I  forward  you,  at  the  same  time,  my  statist'cal  table 
for  the  same  year. 

Although  no  great  change  has  taken  place  during  ihe  year,  I  am  happy 
however,  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  progress  made,  if  not  very  rapid, 
is  at  least  constant  and  well  kept  up.  Statistics  show  that  there  has  been 
a  gain  this  year :  a  certain  increase  in  the  total  number  of  children  who 
have  attended  the  schools,  as  well  as  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  have 
studied  the  most  important  branches  of  the  official  curriculum.  This  good 
result  is  partly  due  to  the  scholars  being  better  provided  with  books,  paper, 
slates,  pencils,  &c.,  than  in  the  past.  While  treating  this  subject,  I  must 
say  that  the  greater  number  of  municipalities  have  had  the  wisdom  to 
continue  the  system  of  gratuitous  distibution  of  these  articles  to  the  pupils, 
as  was  done  before  the  repeal  of  the  act  respecting  the  book  depository. 
This  is  the  most  advantageous  method,  and  I  hope  that  the  example  given 
by  these  municipalities  will  be  followed  by  others. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  also  in  the  school  furniture.  Most 
of  the  schools  have  forms  with  backs  and  writing  desks.  The  school 
buildings  are  also  improved.  This  year  several  houses  were  considerably 
repaired,  and  there  is  one  building  which  will  be  ready  for  the  opening  of 
the  schools.  There  is,  however,  much  to  be  done  before  every  school  has  a 
comfortable  school  house.  The  Commissioners  are  willing  but  they  have 
not  the  necessary  means  at  their  disposal.  The  bad  crops  of  these  last  years 
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and  the  failure  of  the  fisheries,  are  the  cause  of  the  population  of  this  dis-- 
tiict  being  in  such  straightened  circumstances. 

For  the  same  reasons  school  taxes  are  paid  with  dfficulty,  and  in  a  great: 
number  of  municipalities,  there  are  too  many  in  arrears ;  however,  except- 
ing  in  one  or  two  cases,  the  Commissioners  have  been  able  to  meet  their 
engagements. 

Among  the  many  obstacles  which  obstruct  all  progress,  is  the  want  of^ 
assiduity  in  the  pupils,  and  above  all  the  deplorable  habit  parents  have  of 
taking  them  from  school  too  soon.  I  do  all  in  my  power  to  combat  this  fatal 
enemy  of  instruction  in  our  country  places.  In  my  visits,  as  Inspector,  I 
always  give  a  prize  in  each  school  to  the  scholar  who  has  been  the  most 
assiduous.  I  have  remarked  that  these  rewards  produce  a  good  eflFect,  by 
exciting  emulation  in  the  pupils. 

This  year  there  have  been  many  absences,  due  to  small-pox,  which  raged 
in  many  municipalities  of  the  county.  The  convent  of  Carleton  was  cruelly 
tried  by  the  epidemic.  Several  pupils  caught  this  contagious  disease,  and 
the  good  nuns  were  obliged  to  interrupt  their  classes  on  two  different  occa« 
sions :  not  less  than  ten  or  twelve  schools  of  Carleton  and  Maria  were  also 
shut  during  part  of  last  winter  for  the  same  reason.  Happily  the  malady 
has  now  disappeared  from  those  localities,  and  there  is  no  loss  of  life  ta 
deplore  either  among  the  teachers  or  pupils. 

I  am  also  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Commissioners,  at  whose 
head  may  be  invariably  found  the  parish  priest,  show  much  zeal  for  the. 
progress  of  education  and  the  good  working  of  the  law. 

The  clergy  are  anxious  that  the  schools  should  prosper.  In  my  visits 
I  have  always  the  honour  to  be  accompanied  by  the  parish  priest  and  some 
one  of  the  School  Commissioners. 

Beside  this,  I  can  affirm  that  most  of  the  teachers  vie  with  each  other 
in  their  zeal  for  the  the  progress  of  their  pupils.     Some  of  them  have  met 
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with  great  success.  Amongst  others  I  will  mention  Mr.  Fidele  Gauthier,  a 
distinguished  pupil  of  the  Normal  School  now  at  the  head  of  the  Model 
School  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  and  Mr.  Isaie  Benard  of  the  Model  School 
of  Maria. 

The  two  model  schools  of  St.  Bona  venture  and  of  Carleton  are  under 
the  direction  of  two  talented  and  devoted  mistresses,  If  the  number  of 
pupils  who  follow  the  superior  course  is  limited,  the  fault  must  be  attributed 
to  the  parents  who  take  their  children  from  school  too  soon. 

The  elementar}^  schools  which  have  shown  the  best  results  are  those 
taught  by  Miss  A.  Francoeur,  at  St.  Alexis  de  Metapedia,Miss  Boudreau,St. 
Jean  TEvangeliste,  Miss  Berthelotte  and  Miss  D.  Guit6,  Maria,  Miss  F.  Bou- 
dreau,  New  Richmond,  Miss  A.  Belanger,  Caplan,  Miss  J.  Poirierand  Miss 
D.  Lepage,  St.  Bonaventure,  les  Sa?urs  des  petites  6coles,  at  St.  G-odfroi, 
and  at  Port  Daniel,  and  Joseph  E.  Levesque,  at  Paspebiac. 

I  must  once  more  recommend  my  district  to  you.  Nearly  all  the 
municipalities  are  poor,  and  keep  up  their  schools  with  the  greatest 
diflBLculty.  I  beg  you  to  allow  them  a  portion  of  the  supplementary  grant, 
I  specially  recommend  to  you  the  municipality  of  St.  Grodefroi  Substan- 
tial help  is  wanted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fortier,  parish  priest,  and  president  of 
the  Commission,  to  permit  him  to  finish  worthily  the  good  work  he  has  so 
well  begun, 

I  have  received  with  pleasure  the  manuals  and  drawing  books  which 
you  forwarded   to  me  last   summer,   and  I  distribute  them  through  the 
^schools  as  they  are  wanted. 

In  a  word,  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  promote  the  progress  of 
•education  in  my  district,  by  causing  the  orders  of  the  Department  of  Publio 
'Instruction  to  be  obeyed  as  faithfully  as  possible. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 


E.  LUCIER, 

School  Inspector  ^ 
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MR.  LYSTER. 


Sip, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  with  table  of  statistics  for  the 
jeir  1880-81. 

I  regrei  to  say  that,  from  various  causes,  education  has  been  somewhat 
impeded  during  the  past  year,  which  has  been  one  of  exceptional  hardship 
and  poverty  in  many  parts  of  this  district,  but  more  especially  on  the  coast 
of  Ghaspe,  where  the  failure  of  the  salmon  and  cod  fisheries,  coupled  with 
the  low  price  of  fish,  has  proved  disastrous.  The  G-aspe  schools,  with  few 
exceptions,  were  long  closed,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever,  which  carried  off  many  children  during  the  winter. 

I  need  hardly  point  out  that  on  a  poor  coast  such  as  this  is,  the  schools 
immediately  suffer  when  any  special  cause  of  privation  arises  ;  as  the  parents 
become  unable  to  clothe  their  children  sufficiently,  and  besides,  the  necessity 
of  making  them  earn  something  towards  their  maintenance  becomes  press* 
ing,  and  education  is  then  naturally  looked  upon  as  quite  a  secondary 
consideration. 

These  remarks  will  explain  the  diminished  attendance  in  several  munt* 
cipalities. 

In  some  places,  however,  these  causes  do  not  operate  :  New  Richmond, 
for  instance,  with  a  large  and  prosperous  farming  population,  shows  very 
little  more  zeal  than  heretofore.  One  new  school  house  has  indeed  been 
built,  and  a  second,  long  promised,  has  at  length  been  commenced.  But  the^ 
schools  actually  in  operation  are  of  a  poor  class,  and  no  progress  beyond  the 
mere  elements  of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  seems  to  be  even  expected, 

I  am  afraid  that  in  many  places  some  modified  system  of  compulsory 
attendance  will  have  to  be  adopted  before  the  schools  become  what  they  ought 
to  be. 
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In  Port  Daniel,  Restigouche,  and  Mann,  new  school  houses  are  being 
erected.  Shoolbred  has  three  schools,  fairly  attended.  The  large  and 
prosperous  schools,  of  Cox.  No.  2,  and  Hope  No.  2,  under  competent  and 
energetic  teachers,  are  now  the  most  promising  in  the  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WILLIAM  GORE  LTSTER, 

Insp  of  Protestant  Schools  of 

Bonaventure  and  Go^pi^ 

<;!ape  Cove,  G-aspe,  6th  Aug.,  1881. 


MR.  McLOUGHLIN, 


SiK,      ' 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  of  the  schools 
in  my  District  of  Inspection  for  the  current  year. 

I  have  visited  all  the  municipalities  in  my  district  twice  during  the  past 
year,  and  have  inspected  the  schools  that  were  in  operation. 

There  are  in  my  district,  as  at  present  constituted,  thirty-two  munici- 
palities, with  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  elementary  schools,  and  thirteen 
high  or  model  schools. 

In  most  of  these  municipalities  the  school  boards  discharge  their  duties 
faithfully,  and  the  schools  are  in  a  full  state  of  efficiency.  There  are,  and  there 
probably  always  will  be,  exceptions,  but,  as  a  rule,  the  teachers  are  capable 
and  earnest,  and  the  schools  are  doing  better  work  each  year. 
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Two  points  that  I  have  always  specially  insisted  on,  are  the  maintaining 
at  good  order  in  schools  and  thorous^hness  in  teaching.  I  find  a  steady 
improvement  in  both  respects.  In  most  of  the  municipalities  money  matters 
are  well  managed,  comfortable  school  houses  are  kept  up,  and  teachers 
promptly  paid.  In  a  few  municipalitiesit  is  difficult  to  secure  the  services 
of  the  most  capable  men  for  secretary-treasurer,  owing  to  the  small  remu« 
neration  that  they  receive. 

In  the  larger  municipalities  |120  per  year  is  not  sufficient  compensation 
for  the  work  they  are  required  to  perform,  and  in  the  smaller  municipalities 
seven  per  cent,  of  the  money  received  by  the  secretary-treasurer  is  a  mere 
trifle.  The  matter  of  the  remuneration  of  the  secretary-treasurer  might 
well  be  left  by  the  law  to  be  settled  by  the  secretary-treasurer  and  the 
School  Commissioners. 

The  practice  of  boarding  around  still  prevails  in  many  of  the  munici* 
palities,  and  will  continue  until  section  94  of  the  School  Act  is  amended, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  School  Commissioners  power  to  maintain 
the  schools  out  of  a  common  fund. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  such  an  amendment  is  promised  in  the  new  school 
code.  A  majority  of  the  municipalities  have  already  done  away  with  the 
practice,  and  supporl  the  schools  from  the  common  treasury  of  the  munici* 
pality. 

A  uniform  set  of  school  books  is  now  issued  in  nearly  all  the  schools  of 
this  district.  This  greatly  lessens  the  work  of  the  teacher,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  facilitates  the  progress  of  the  pupil.  There  has  been  a  great  improve^ 
ment  within  a  few  years  in  the  examination  of  candidates  for  the  office  of 
teacher,  largely  due  to  the  excellent  regulations  made  by  the  Protestant  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  while  credit  must  also  be  given 
to  our  Board  of  Examiners  for  their  energy  and  thoroughness  in  carrying 
out  the  aforesaid  regulations. 

The  foregoing  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  state  of  the  schools  in  the  several 
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municipalities  in  this  district.  I  hope  that  this  sketch  with  the  accompany* 
ing  statistical  table,  and  the  bulletins  for>Yarded  during  my  term  of  inspeo^ 
tion  will  suffice  to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  thia. 
district. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Ingp.  of  Protestant  Schools  for  the  District 

of  Bedford^ 

SwEETSBURGH  16th  May,  1881. 


MR.  McMAHON, 
[Translation,] 


Ste.  Rose,  28th  July,  1881. 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  1880-81,  with  my  grand 
statistical  table. 

This  table  comprises  the  exact  number  of  schools  under  control  ia  my 
district,  as  well  as  of  the  pupils  who  attend  them. 

,  I  cannot  so  satisfactorily  vouch  for  its  accuracy  with  respect  to  the 
schools  in  Montreal  not  under  control,  for  I  am  under  the  impression  that, 
notwithstanding  my  researches  and  the  information  I  got  as  to  the  number 
of  these  schools  and  of  their  pupils,  there  are  always  some  which  I  caanot 
discover. 
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The  directors  and  superiors  of  the  schools  of  superior  education,  con- 
tents, academies,  &c.,  give  me,  every  year,  with  great  kindness,  very 
accurate  statistics  of  their  institutions.  The  cures  of  the  various  parishes  of 
the  city,  also,  as  a  rule,  make  it  a  pleasure  to  give  me  every  possible  infor-* 
mation  as  to  the  situation  and  number  of  the  private  schools  in  their  respec- 
tive parishes. 

But  I  know  that  there  are  schools,  the  existence  of  which  the  cures 
disapprove,  and  of  which,  as  they  do  not  visit  them,  they  do  not  know  the 
statistics. 

Would  it  not  be  necessary  that  the  law  should  remove  the  liberty  of 
keeping  schools  from  every  one  who  could  not  obtain  permission  of  the 
school  authorities  of  the  locality  in  which  he  wishes  to  teach  i 

If  if  be  a  w^ise  precaution  to  forbid  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  with- 
out the  express  permission  of  the  authorities,  is  it  not  all  the  more  necessary 
to  prevent  the  first  comer  from  opening  schools  in  which  there  is  neither 
religious  control  nor  civil  supervision  ? 

I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  the  future  law  on  edu- 
cation should  compel,  under  a  penalty,  every  teacher  who  wishes  to  open  a 
private  school,  to  obtain  the  permission  of  the  school  authorities. 

In  the  city  of  Montreal  the  schools  under  control  have  this  year,  as  in 
the  past,  given  complete  satisfaction.  The  two  or  three  primary  schools 
which,  last  year,  were  not  what  they  should  be,  have  considerably  improved 
this  year. 

In  one  or  two  academies  I  pointed  out  that  the  teaching  of  French  was 

too  much  neglected.     The  English  language  is  undoubtedly  very  necessary. 

It  is  claimed  to  be  the  language  of  business,  but  is  this  a  reason  for  neglect- 

ing,  in  a  country  like  ours,  the  study  of  the  beautiful  French  language,  which 

persons  are  proud  to  speak  in  countries  where  it  is  not  the  language  of  the 
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people,  and  the  knowledge  of  which  is  a  mark  of  good  and  high  education  I 
I  hope  that  niy  remarks  oh  this  point  will  have  their  effect. 

In  a  previous  report  I  expressed  my  regret  that  there  was  not,  in  the 
district  of  Montreal,  any  institution  specially  adapted  for  training  female 
teachers. 

This  year,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  a  class  has  been  opened 
by  the  Reverend  Ladies  of  the  Congregation  to  meet  this  want. 

Mr.  E.  TJ.  Archambault  with  his  usual  kindness,  accompanied  me  on 
my  visit  to  this  class.  We  admired  the  capacity  of  the  pupils,  especially 
the  more  advanced  ones,  in  working  out  complicated  problems  in  arithmetic 
and  algebra,  in  observing,  while  writing  to  dictation,  the  most  difficult  rules 
of  syntax  and  French  grammar,  in  correctly  answering  questions  in 
geography,  chronology  and  history,  &c.  Finally,  their  work  in'*sewing^ 
knitting,  drawing,  &c.,  appeared  to  us  to  be  very  satisfactory.  0ns 
very  young  pupil  so  cleverly  worked  out  problems  in  mental  arithemetic, 
that  Mr.  Archambault  could  not  refrain  from  congratulating  her  in  a  special 
manner. 

I  hope  that  this  institution  will  be  productive  of  much  good,  and  will, 
befoie  long,  supply  excellent  teachers.  The  Congregation  de  Notre  Dame 
will,  by  this  good  work,  have  still  further  claims  upon  the  graiitiide  of  the 
district  of  Montreal. 

The  Jacques  Carder  Normal  School  has  this  year  taken  over  the  classes 
of  La  Maitrise  SL  Pierre  to  keep  its  model  school.  This  cannot  but  be  bene^ 
ficial  to  the  locality  in  which  the  school  is  situated,  and  prepare  a  larger 
number  of  pupils  for  the  pieparatory  branches  of  teaching. 

In  my  report  for  last  year  I  was  made  to  say  that "  the  excellent  Academ.y 
of  Ste.  Marie  is  held  in  a  very  suitable  edifice."  I  had  written  "  not  held','* 
4SO  that  I  was  made  to  say  the  contrary  of  what  I  meant. 
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This  house  is  still  in  the  same  condition,  as  is  also  that  of  St.  Bridget, 
which  is  old  and  not  as  comfortable  as  it  should  be.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  the  city,  whose  well-known  zeal  does 
them  so  much  honour,  will  make  it  their  duty  to  improve,  or  even  re-build, 
these  houses,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  their  finances  will  permit. 

Although  the  country  schools  still  leave  much  to  be  desired,  with  res* 
pect  to  attendance,  I  must  say  that  this  evil  decreases  year  by  year. 

I  know  a  school  with  from  36  to  40  pupils,  whose  average  attendance 
was  only  ten  or  twelve,  which,  since  a  couple  of  years  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  zealous  teacher,  fully  alive  to  the  duties  of  her  position,  now  has 
an  average  attendance  of  at  least  thirty  pupils. 

This  teacher  gives  every  fortnight  a  picture  to  be  dravrn  by  lot  by  the 
pupils  who  have  not  missed  school. 

This  is  a  very  simple  method,  and  yet  it  produces  excellent  results. 
This  school  deserves  to  be  classed  as  good^  while  last  year  I  only  marked  it 
as  inferior. 

There  are  in  my  district  a  certain  number  of  teachers  who  have  the  gift 
Df  making  their  pupils  like  study,  and  whose  schools  are  consequently  well 
attended.  Such  teachers  deserve  to  be  praised  on  every  occasion.  This  I 
do  not  fail  to  do,  either  in  the  presence  of  the  Commissioners  and  the  parents 
when  any  are  present,  or  by  entering  my  approval  in  the  school  journal.  I 
have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  say,  in  the  examinations  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
that  I  would  ask  your  permission  to  give  every  deserving  teacher  one  of  the 
finest  books  sent  by  you  as  a  prize  for  the  pupils.  How  fortunate  it  would 
he  if  this  could  induce  the  Commissioners  to  give  some  kind  of  reward  to 
true  merit. 

All  the  lay  teachers  in  my  district,  both  Catholic  and  Protestant  are,  with 
two  or  three  exceptions,  of  the  highest  respectability,  and  pt^rform  their 
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duties  well.     The  teachers  in  religious  orders,  are,  as  ever,  worthy  of  all 
praise. 

Nevertheless,  I  was  this  year  under  the  painful  necessity  of  causing  to  be 
dismissed,  two  school  mistresses  who  seemed  to  teach  school  only  to  receive 
their  salary.  With  such  teachers  everything  languishes,  it  is  a  monotonous 
routine,  without  life,  w^ithout  soul,  without  any  emulation.  The  fewer 
pupils  are  present  the  better  pleased  are  they,  as  it  gives  them  more  time  to 
sew,  knit  or  read,  instead  of  teaching. 

There  are  much  fewer  arrears  in  the  secretaries'  accounts  than  in  the 
past,  although  there  are  still  too  many  in  some  municipalities.  The  accounts 
are,  as  a  rule,  kept  in  a  very  clear  manner  since  thi3  introduction  of  the  new 
account  books  which  the  law  requires  to  be  used. 

T  found  one  or  two  municipalities  which  are  still  unprovided  with 
them,  under  the  pretext  that  as  there  is  but  one  school  in  each  of  them,  and 
the  accounts  being,  in  consequence,  easy  to  keep,  the  Commissioners  did  not 
deem  it  advisable  to  buy  any.  But  I  told  those  Commissioners  that  if  they 
did  not  procure  some  by  next  year,  1  would  report  them  to  you.  and  they 
would  run  the  risk  of  losing  their  grant. 

I  was  very  proud  of  the  number  of  diplomas,  honourable  mentions,  &c.> 
awarded  to  so  many  schools  and  teachers  of  my  district,  by  the  jury  of  the 
school  exhibition  held  last  year. 

This  exhibition,  it  is  true,  gave  rise  to  a  very  regrettable  mistake  which 
caused  discussions  of  a  more  or  less  bitter  nature. 

So  long  as  a  noble  emulation  remains  within  the  bounds  of  propriety^ 
it  cannot  but  be  productive  of  great  good,  but  when  once  it  goes  beyouil 
them,  only  evil  results  can  ensue.  That  fundamental  virtue  of  Christianity^ 
charity ^  is  not  practised,  and  the  maxim  in  medio  st at  viftus^  which  is  so  true 
when  it  is  'not  applied  to  dogmatical  questions,  is  forgotten......     Lt^t  ii^ 
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however,  hope,  that  with  education,  as  is  frequently  the  case  with  harvests, 
this  passing  shower  will  only  have  the  effect  of  causing  the  seed  to  sprout, 
and  that  the  vigilance  of  our  clergy  will  always,  in  our  Canada,  prevent 
the  growth  of  weeds  which  might  stifle  the  grain. 

I  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  mentioning  a  first-class  diploma 
obtained  by  Mr.  Brunet,  professor  at  Le  Plateau,  for  his  excellent  w^ork  enti- 
tled La  Famiile.  This  excellent  work  shows  that  its  author  has  devoted 
much  time  and  research  to  it.  May  its  example  encourage  other  talented 
persons  to  write,  yearly,  some  pleasant  and^uscful  essays. 

t 
The  imposing  meeting  of  the  teachers  convention,  whose  interesting 

sittings  were   held  lor  three  consecutive  days,  has  not  failed  to  produce 

excellent  results. 

Besides  yourself,  who  presided  at  the  jmeeting,  an  eminent  prelate,  a 
goodly  number  of  distinguished  members  of  the  clergy,  and  several  of  the 
best  educated  laymen  ot  the  country,  and  consequently  the  best  friends  of 
education,  honored  it  with  their  pn^sence. 

All  this  was  calculated  to  make  the  teachers  feel  the  importance  of  their 
Treat  and  noble  mission,  which  consists  in  forming  good  Christians  for  the 
Church  and  g-ood  citizens  for  the  country. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  such  gatherings  should  be  h2ld  every  year.  If, 
«s  you  yourself  suggested,  religious  exercises,  in  the  form  of  a  retreat,  could 
be  added,  would  it  not  greatly  contribute  to  increase  their  inappreciable  use- 
fulness. 

Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  admirable  progress  made  since  a 
couple  of  years  in  our  institutions  for  deaf  mutes. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Belanger,  director  of  the  male  deaf  and  dumb  school 
I  4t  ]^Iile  End,  and  Trepannier,  chaplain  of  the  female  deaf  and  dumb  school 


L 


86 


in  St.  Denis  street,  have  both  made  a  t;ip  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  study* 
ing  the  progress  made  there  in  similar  iti&titutions.  These  worthy  gentle- 
men hav^  brought  back  a  new  system  of  teaching  these  unfortunate  persons. 

Hereafter  we  shall  have  no  more  dumb,  people,  properly  speaking,  the 
deaf  mutes  will  be  taught  to  hear  with  their  eyes,  by  observing  .the  move- 
ments of  the  lips  of  those  who  speak  to  them,  and  to  road  and  speak  almost 
as  well  as  any  one. 

It  is  now  two  years  since,  in  these  institutions,  the  system  of  teaching 
by  signs  has  been  abandoned  in  the  case  of  new  pupils,  who  are  taught  to 
pronounce  letters,  syllables  and  words,  and  also  how  to  understand,  fi-om  the 
movement  of  the  lips,  all  that  is  said  by  those  who  speak  to  them. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  all  who  hear  these  interesting  pupils  read  and 
speak  will  be  as  astonished  as  I  was,  when  I  paid  my  last  visit. 

I  ascertained  that  they  could  really  understand  what  they  said  by  point- 
ing out  many  objects  which  they  named  as  fast  as  I  indicated  them. 

This  is  another  wreath  to  be  added  to  the  glory  of  true  philantrophy. 
Christian  charitv. 

m 

Mav  the  Groternment  and  all  who  desire  to  relieve  human  afflictiou 
make  additional  generous  efibrts  to  assist  these  grand  institutions,  for  their 
pecuniary  resources  are,  unfortunately,  far  from  meeting  their  requirements^ 
and  this  places  them  in  the  x^ainful  necessity  of  having  every  year  to  refuse 
admission  to  a  certain  number  of  i)uinls. 

I  can  only  express  the  same  wish  with  respect  to  the  Nazareth  Asylum 
where  the  blind  are  taught,  and  which  is  so  ably  managed  by  the  Grey- 
Nuns,  whose  charitable  works  are  unlimited. 

I  havv*  given  you  in  my  balletiriS,  p:ecise  details  as  to  the  state,  statist 
tics,  keeping  and  progress  of  all  the  schools  in  my  district,  so  that  I  do  not 
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consider  it  necessary  to  rei)eat  them  in  a  report  which  you  will,  doubtless^ 


consider  too  long. 


The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 


S.  F.  McMAHON, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  MAGRATH. 


Aylmek,  10th  August,  1881. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  ipy  report  and  statistics  respecting  the 
schools  under  my  inspection,  in  the  counties  of  Ottawa  and  Fontiac,  for  the 
year  1880-81. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  accompanying  statistics,  that  two  new  schools 
kave  been  reported,  otherwise  a  deficit  in  the  number  of  children  attending 
schools  (compared  with  last  year,)  would  have  appeared.  I  attribute  the 
decrease  to  the  prevaleni^e  of  diphtheria  in  some  school  districts,  where 
children  of  school  age  were  carried  off  by  that  epidemic. 

Ah  evidence  of  a  deeper  interest  being  taken  in  edui.ational  matters,  I 
may  mention  the  fact,  that  I  have  had  more  applications  from  School  Com- 
missioners and  Trustees,  to  secure  teachers  of  higher  qualifications,  in  the 
past  year,  than  in  any  previous  one,  and,  in  a  few  instances,  a  liberality  was 
evinced  as  regards  the  salaries  offered. 

I  may  instance  a  circumstance,  which  came  under  my  observation,  in 
the  school  municipality  of  Wright,  in  the  upper  Gatineau  country,  where 


88 


the  Trustees  paid,  on  the  last  day  of  the  term,  the  teacher,  Miss  Hattie 
Robinson  (a  McG-ill  Normal  graduate,)  her  salary  in  full,  and  likewise-pre- 
sented that  young  lady  with  a  well-filled  purse  of  money  for  her  very 
efficient  services.  Such  liberality  towards  a  teacher  is  very  gratifying.  I 
wish  we  had  a  larger  number  of  Normal  School  teachers  employed  through' 
out  this  district. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  the  excellent  change  made  a  few  years  ago  in  the    . 
examinations  for  teachers,  will  yet  have  more  beneficial  effects,  by  raising 
the  standard  of  qualifications  still  higher,  and,  above  all,  do  I  hope  that  the 
Government  will,  at  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  establish  by  statute, 
minimum  salaries  for  the  teachers  employed  in  our  public  common  schools. 

In  my  opinion  it  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction  if  school  inspec- 
tors were  obliged  to  suggest  the  minimum  expenditure  for  school  purposes, 
in  every  school  municipality,  for  each  year,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Super- 
intendent, at  least  three  months  befere  the  closing  of  the  scholastic  year, 
thus  giving  ample  time  for  School  Commissioners  and  Trustees  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Department,  w^here  the  inspectors'  proposed  levy  might  be 
considered  too  large;  the  Superintendent's  decision  to  be  final  and  obliga-^ 
tory,  and  School  Commissioners,  and  Trustees  subject  to  a  fine  where  they 
failed  to  impose,  by  levy,  the  amount  authorized. 

« 
The  above  suggestions  would,  if  carried  out,  prove  beneficial  in  those 

School  Municipalities,  where  the  rate-payers  have  the  means,  but  not  the 

will,  to  erect  more  suitable  school  houses,  and  engage  teachers  of  higher 

qualifications. 

The  qualifications  demanded  of  all  candidates  seeking  diplomas,  irre^. 
spective  of  religious  creed,  should  be  identical,  and,  to  that  end,  the  examina- 
tion papers  should  be  approved  of  by  the  two  Committees,  so  that  onr 
Educational  System  may  become  a  national  one.  In  some  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict the  tide  of  public  opinion  is  drifting  in  the  direction  of  non-sectarian, 
schools, 
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"  It's  coining  yet  for  a'  that." 

*'  That  man  to  man  the  world  o'er," 

"  Shall  brothers  be  for  a'  that.'' 

Tears  ago  the  teachers  in  charge  of  the  Parochial  Schools  of  Scotland, 
wid  of  the  "Erasmus  Smith  "  schools  established  in  Ulster,  were  very  rarely 
remoyed,  and  most  admirably  were  these  schools  conducted. 

In  this  Province  we  change  too  often ,  our  common  schools  are  largely 
in  charge  of  female  teachers,  who  naturally  prefer  a  home  to  the  precarious 
calling  of  teaching,  and,  as  a  consequence,  we  have  too  many  novices  in  the 
charge  of  schools,  who,  I  regret  to  say,  in  some  cases  are  not  teachers. 

A  remedy  for  this  evil  will  most  probably  be  found  when  ^  higher 
standard  of  qualifications  will  be  demanded,  and  adequate  remuneration 
given  for  services  rendered. 

In  this  age  we  are  admonished  :  **  of  making  many  books  there  is  no  end.'* 
^e  use,  however,  those  authorized,  some  of  which,  for  the  country  schools, 
i    tould  safely  have  been  abridged.     I  make  special  reference  to  the  English 
I    Orammars  and  Geographies. 

I 

i  A  Public  School  Progranime  should  be  observed  throughout  all  the 

%chools,  and  the  curricula  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  inexperienced  teachers^ 

The  study  of  Agriculture  in  the  schools,  fn  various  parts  of  the  Province, 
is  receiving  a  fair  share  of  attention. — In  this  district,  none.  When,  however, 
the  virgin  soil  becomes  exhausted  of  its  strength,  some  attention  willdoubt* 
less  be  given  to  scientific  farming. 
i 

I  The  establishment  of  a  pension  fund  for  worn-out  teachers,  was  a  gen- 

!  erous,  a  philantropic  act,  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Young  teachers, 
\  as  a  general  thing,  pay  grudgingly  into  the  fund,  while,  on  the  contrary,  old 
teachers  subscribe  cheerfully. 
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Had  teachers,  who  have  made  a  life-calling  of  teaching,  been  better 
remunerated  for  their  servioes,  the  necessity  for  a  pension  fund  would  not 
have  been  felt,  although  Judges,  when  they  retire  irom  the  Bench,  receive 
large  pensions ;  but  then,  judges  are  lawyers. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  in  the  extensive  district,  in  which  I  dia- 
charge  the  duties  of  my  office,  the  schools  in  the  poorer  localities  are  not  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  while  those  schools  situated  where  the  people  are  in 
good  circumstances,  are  conducted,  in  some  cases  even  admirably. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

BOLTON  MAGRATH, 

Inspector  of  Schools^ 


MR.  PAINCHAUD. 
[  Translation.] 

Magdalex  Islands, 

Havre  Aubert,  18th  July,  1881. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  my  report  for  the  schools  in  the  Magdalei^ 
Islands  for  the  year  ending  30th  June.  My  grand  statistical  table  accom- 
panies it. 

In  March  last  I  inspected  all  the  schools  in  the  three  municipalities 
tinder  my  superintendence.  In  the  municipality  of  St.  Madelaine  du  Havre^*^ 
aux-Maisons,  I  was  accompanied  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  locality. 
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In  the  municipality  of  Aubert  a  good  many  of  the  rate-payers  were 
present  with  the  Rev.  Stanislaus  Boudreault,  cvLr€  of  the  parish  of  St.  Fran- 
cis Xavier. 

I  have  already  told  you  how  I  make'  this  inspection,  or  rattier  examina- 
tion, and  I  continue  the  method  as  I  consider  it  a  good  one.  A  rapid  visit 
"wrould  be  useless  and  have  no  effect. 

I  will  not  enter  into  details  for  each  school,  it  would  be  idle  to  repeat 
what  I  have  said  in  the  bulletins  which  1  sent  you  regularly,  but  which  you 
may  not  have  received,  for  the  mail  has  often  miscarried  since  last  November. 

I  have  much  .pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  schools  in  generah 
oontijiue  to  improve,  but  in  these  municipalities,  as  in  those  of  other  districts, 
Bome  succeed  only  indifferently.  That  kept  by  Mr.  Joseph  Bouchard  of  TAnse 
a  la  Cabane,  is  remarkably  good.  His  pupils  are  very  attentive.  It  comes 
immediately  after  the  convent  schools,  which  are  at  the  head  of  all,  both  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  kept  and  the  progress  they  have  made.  Four 
nuns  teach  school  in  a  line  building  at  Ilavre-aux-Maisons.  Mr.  Bouchard 
was  taught  at  the  Normal  School  in  Quebec.  Mr.  E.  Dionne,  of  Havre  Aubert, 
Mr.  Cote  of  the  Basin,  who  were  at  the  same  school,  both  teach  well. 

There  is  an  improvement  in  reading,  which  is  very  different  from  what 
it  was  ten  years  ago.  Then  no  one  learnt  grammar  or  parsing.  Now  they 
are  extensively  taught  in  all  the  schools. 

There  is  also  progress  in^writing,  arithmetic,  mental  arithmetic,  draw- 
^gj  geography,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  branches  are  more  carefully  taught  than 
formerly,  and  with  more  explanations,  which  facilitate  the  development  of 
the  mind.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  of  our  teachers  being  more  capable,  and. 
better  educated  than  they  used  to  be. 

Amongst  the  obstacles  to  progress  which  I  must  pt  int  out,  are  : — 

1.  Non-attendance  of  the  pui^ils  at  school. 
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2.  The  want  of  books  (in  one  branch  or  another)  of  paper,  &c.,  which 
the  parents  neglect  or  refuse  to  buy. 

The  Book  Depository  was  commencing  to  be  of  use  in  that  respect,  but 
since  it  has  been  abolished,  the  Commissioners  cannot  obtain  books  so  easily 
^nd  under  the  pretext  that  the  parents  do  not  buy  them,  they  neglect  to 
j)rocure  them. 

If  the  Commissioners  were  obliged  to  supply  them  and  charge  the  cast 
Jirice  in  the  assessment  rolls,  the  tax  would  be  comparatively  light,  and  it 
\vould  be  a  very  useful  method. 

8.  These  Islands  require  a  board  of  examiners,  composed  of  the  cut6s, 
who,  in  these  parts,  are  the  only  persons  capable  of  judging  of  the  capacity 
and  morals  of  the  candidates,  and  I  beg  to  apply  for  the  formation  of  one, 
as  laid  down  in  the  bill.  It  is  useless  to  compel  our  candidates  to  go  to 
Perce,  for  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Ihey  have  to  make  a  trip  of  400 
miles,  and  spend  a  good  deal  of  money,  besides  taking  a  month  to  do  so. 
This  would  be  ruinous  for  a  poor  school-master.  Rather  than  go  to  Perc6, 
our  candidates  would  preier  to  give  up  teaching.  Besides,  those  who  com- 
pose the  board  of  examiners  at  Perce  are  not  betler'than  those  we  can  get 
here. 

Every  one  agrees,  I  think,  on  the  necessity  of  these  reforms.  My  col- 
leagues have  pointed  them  out  already,  but  we  are  obliged  to  repeat  the  same 
things  often,  in  order  to  get  them  put  in  the  law. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  B.  F.  PAINCIIAUD, 

School  Inspector. 


93 


MR.  PILON. 
[Transiation.] 

Ste.  Scholastique,  2l6t  July,  1881. 


Sir, 


I 


I  hare  the  honor  to  send  you  my  annual  rei>ort  on  the  schools  in  my 
district  for  the  year  1880-81.  I  send  vou  at  the  same  time  the  usual  statistics^ 

I  beg  you  to  observe  that  the  pupils  of  the  seminary  of  Ste.  Therese  do 
not  figure  in  the  columns  of  the  various  branches  taurfit. 


Educational  Establishments. 

This  district,  which  includes  the  Counties  of  Two  Mountains,  Terre- 
bonne and  part  of  Argenteuil,  contains  149  educational  establishments  of  all 
kinds  actually  in  operation,  namely : — 

1.  A  classical  college  at  Ste.  Therese,  justly  celebrated  for  the  beauty 
and  salubrity  of  its  situation,  the  firmness  of  its  discipline,  and  the  excel- 
lence of  its  education. 

2.  A  commert^ial  college,  that  of  St.  Jerome,  which  works  very  well. 
Still,  I  notice  with  regret,  that  it  does  not  make  as  good  progress  as  might 
be  expected.     This,  in  my  opinion,  is  due  to  three  causes  : 

1.  The  neighborhood  of  the  large  colleges ;  2nd,  the  establishment  of 
manufactories  in  the  town  of  St.  Jerome,  and  3rdly,  the  commercial  pros^x^rity 
of  this  locality.  In  fact,  hardly  has  a  pupil  reached  a  certain  age  and  acquired 
some  knowledge,  than  he  immediately  leaves  the  institution  either  to  go  to 
college,  or  enter  the  factories,  or  finally  to  go  into  business. 
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8.  A  Boys'  Academy,  that  of  St.  Eustache,  which  gives  satisfaction  to  all, 
and  sends  good  pupils  to  all  the  neighboring  colleges. 

4.  Seven  girls'  academies ;  those  of  Ste.  Scholastique,  St.  Benoit,  St. 
Eustache,  Ste.  Therese.  Terrebonne,  St.  Jerome,  and  St.  Andre.  In  all  these 
institutions,  young  girls  are  carefully  and  successfully  taught  all  the  branches 
of  a  first-class  Model  School,  besides  sewing,  embroidery,  knitting,  singing, 
music,  &c.  Five  of  these  schools  competed  at  the  last  school  exhibition,  and 
I  noticed  with  pleasure  that  they  met  with  great  success.  The  Convent  of 
Ste.  Theres3  obtained  a  first-olass  diploma,  that  of  St.  Eustache  a  second- 
class  diploma,  and  those  of  Ste-Scholastique  and  Terrebonne  received 
honorable  mention. 

Only  one,  that  of  St.  Benoit,  remained  unrecognized,  but  this  is  an  enigma 
for  me,  as  the  work  of  the  pupils  of  this  institution  appeared  to  have  been. 
admirably  done. 

■ 

The  nuns  at  Ste.  Scholastique  have  not  yet  been  engaged  for  this  year 
by  the  school  commissioners,  but,  as  heretofore,  they  have  kept  independent 
schools,  which  have  worked  well,  and  have  been  attended  by  106  pupils.     I 

■ 

am  happy  to  say  that  these  ladies  will  be  given  charge  of  the  commissioners' 
school  next  year. 

As  the  convent  at.  St.  Andrew  receives  nothing  from  the  trustees  of  the 
locality  who  are  very  poor,  and  it  is  only  kept  up  by  the  contributions  of 
the  parents  who  send  their  children  there,  I  recommend  it  particularly  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

5.  Four  model  schools.  That  of  St.  Joachim  is  remarkably  good,  and 
that  of  Ste.  Scholastique  is  excellent ;  those  of  Ste.  Anne  des  Plaines  and 
St.  Hermas  are  good.  Three  of  these  schools :  those  of  Ste.  Scholastique, 
St.  Joachim,  and  St.  Hermas  received  honorable  mention  at  the  exhibition  of 
1880.    There  was  no  model  school  at  Terrebonne  or  at  St.  Placide  this  year. 
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6.  One  hundred  and  eleven  primary  schools  classed  as  follows : 

2  are  remarkably  good,  that  is  to  say,  that  in  them  are  taught,  with  ex- 
traordinary success,  all  the  branches  of  a  model  school.  They  are  those  of 
tie  Misses  M.  Gay,  at  St.  Oanut,  and  V.  Gauthier  at  Ste.  Monique. 

9  are  excellent.  In  them  are  taught  with  great  success  all  the  branches 
of  a  good  primary  school  of  the  second  degree :  they  are  those  of  the  Misses 
E.  Lauzon,  and  E;  Giroux  in  Ste.  Scholastiqne ;  A.  Clermont  and  S.  Desjar- 
dins,  in  St.  Janvier ;  M.  Sanche  and  V.  Daoust  at  St.  Augustin  ;  E.  Gauthier, 
in  St.  Canut ;  M.  L.  Charbonneau,  in  Ste.  Adele ;  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Veberg,  in 
Ste.  Thtrese. 

35  are  good.  The  pupils  are  carefully  taught  all  the  branches  of  a 
primary  school  of  the  second  degree. 

47  are  satisfactory.  The  curriculum  of  a  primary  school  of  the  first 
degree  is  taught  in  them. 

Finally,  18  are  indifferent  or  inferior,  that  is  to  say,  that  in  them  the  four 
principal  branches :  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  grammar,  are  indiffer- 
«ntly  taught.  They  are  the  schools  of  the  Misses  A.  Charretier,  at  St.  Placide ; 
M.  Durocher  and  E.  Lebuis,  in  St.  Eustache ;  0.  Ouimet  and  M.  Vien,  in 
St.  Joseph ;  T.  Filion,  V.  Taillon.  E.  Rochon,  and  F.  D.  Porval.  in  St.  Jerome ; 
V.  Lafrance,  in  St.  Sauveur ;  M.  Beauchamp  and  V,  Lacasse,  in  St.  Hypolite ; 
M.  L.  Granger,  in  Ste.  Therese  ;  A.  Guenette,  C.  Simard  and  G.  Lacasse,  in 
Ste.  Anne-des-Plaines  ;  and  F.  Duguay,  and  C.  Mayer,  in  Terrebonne. 

1  am  happy  to  say  that  there  are  no  schoolsbadly  kept  this  year. 

7.  Ten  elementary  Catholic  schools^  which  all  give  satisfaction. 

8,  Nine  elementary  Protestant  Schools,  which  work  well,  That  of  St^ 
Joseph  was  closed  this  year.  The  di)5sentients  of  the  locality  are  too  few 
to  keep  it  up,  and  joined  those  of  St  Eustache  to  keep  up  a  joint  school. 
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9.  Finally  four  independent  elementary  schools ;  one  in  Ste.  Therese^ 
and  the  three  others  in  the  village  of  Annunciation.  The  Brothers'  school 
and  the  Nuns'  school  in  the  latter  place,  are  kept  up  entirely  by  the  G-entle- 
men  of  the  Seminary,  and  are  free  schools.  They  are  very  well  kept ;  the 
two  oihers  are  indifferent.  Owing  to  their  poverty,  the  rate-payers  of  Ste^ 
Marguerite,  left  four  of  their  schools  closed  all  the  year. 

BuiLDiNas,  Furniture,  and  School  Necessaries. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  the  two  colleges  and  the  eight  academies  of 
this  district  contain  everything  necessary  to  secure  the  comfort  of  the  pupils^ 
for  strengthening  their  health  and  promoting  their  intellectual  progerss. 

The  buildings,  which  are  all  of  brick  or  stone,  are  splendid,  both  inside 
and  out.  They  are  all  in  the  most  salubrious  and  pleasant  situations.  Extea- 
sive  play-grounds,  embellished  with  trees,  and  always  with  a  garden  attached^ 
are  at  the  disposal  of  the  pupils.  The  class-rooms  are  spacnous,  well  lighted 
and  ventilated,  provided  with  maps,  black-boards,  globes,  &c.,  in  a  word> 
with  everything  which  may  assist  the  progress  of  the  children. 

Everything  I  have  said  with  respect  to  the  colleges  and  academies, 
many  apply  to  the  four  model  schools,  in  every  respect.  Still  I  must  say 
that  the  class-room  of  the  St.  Joachim  school,  although  a  fine  one,  is  too  low  ; 
however,  the  commissioners  are  to  get  it  made  higher  before  long. 

As  to  the  elementary  schools  of  all  kinds,  class-rooms,  furniture,  &c.^ 
they  may  be  classed  as  follows :  9  are  remarkably  good ;  2  are  excellent ; 
96  are  good ;  9  are  too  small.  The  latter  are  those  of  St.  Etienne  and  la  Bale, 
in  St.  Placide ;  those  of  Cote  St.  Louis,  la  Q-rande  Freniere,  Bas  and  Haut 
Chicot  in  St.  Eustache ;  finally,  those  of  upper  St.  Canut,  upper  St.  Mouique 
and  St.  Andrew  village.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  commissioners  are 
taking  steps  to  enlarge  the  majority  of  these  class-rooms ;  3  are  bad,  and 
altogether  unsuited  for  the  purpose.  They  are  those  on  the  lower  part  of* 
the  river  and  Bactkbush  in  St.  Columban,  and  that  of  St.  Janvier  in  Ste^. 
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Scholastique.  Finally,  8  are  rented.  They  are  the  boys'  school  in  the  town 
of  Terrebonne ;  that  of  the  Bas  de  la  Cote  in  the  same  parish  ;  that  of 
Glasgow  in  St.  Sophie ;  that  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river  in  St.  Columban, . 
and  those  of  St.  Andrew,  St.  Faustin,  and  St.  Jovite.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  state  that  the  class-rooms,  furniture  and  sites  of  the  majority  of  rented 
school-houses,  which  are  small  and  in  bad  order,  leave  much  to  be  desired. 
I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  get  these  school-houses  replaced  by  good  ones.  To 
gire  you  an  idea  of  the  work  I  am  doing  in  this  respect,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
giyiog  you  a  copy  of  the  report  which  I  sent  the  school  commissioners  of 
St.  Eustache,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1880. 

'*  To  the  Mchool  Cammi$sioner$  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Eu$tache. 

*'  Gentlemen  : 

"  The  model  schools  of  your  municipality  worlc  fairly  \^ell,  but  many 
leave  much  to  be  desired  from  a  material  point  of  view.  Five  have  no 
desks.  Four  are  a  great  deal  too  small,  and  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  charity,  of 
humanity,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  health  of  the  pupils,  that  they  be  enlarged 
at  once.  How  cfitn  my  humble  request  be  refused  when  it  is  known  that 
in  one  of  these  class-rooms,  that  of  Bas  Chicot,  which  is  only  20  feet  by  10 
aad  very  low,  there  are  crowded  together  p^le-mele,  2  teachers  and  49  chil- 
dren, 2  tables,  four  forms,  one  black-board,  one  chair,  one  water-bucket,  a 
stair-case,  and  I  don't  know  what  else  ?  No,  this  can  no  longer  be  tolerated, 
and  I  will  recommend  the  Honorable  Superintendent  to  keep  back  the  grant 
allowed  this  municipality  until  h^e  has  received  from  the  secretary-treasurer 
a  certificate,  establishing  that  the  class-rooms  which  are  too  small,  have  been 
enlarged,  and  that  desks  have  been  given  to  the  schools  which  have  none. 

"  Tour  obedient  servant, 

"A.  PILON, 

School  Inspector.^' 

I  must  say,  to  the  credit  of  the  school  commissioners  of  Ste.  Eustache, 
that  they  hastened  to  follow  my  advice,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  on  large 
their  schools.    I  hope,  that  before  long,  every  one  will  be  satisfied. 
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With  respect  to  the  grounds  for  the  elementary  schools,  I  beg  to  say  that 
in  many  cases  they  are  too  small,  even  that  there  is  no  space  around  them  at 
all,  and  that  everywhere  else  they  are  considered  and  treated  as  useless. 

Seven  school-houses  have  been  newly  built  during  the  year.  Those  in 
the  lower  part  of  St.  Hermas,  Cote  St.  Louis,  des  Corbeil,  in  Ste.  Augustin,  are 
remarkably  good ;  the  five  others  are  excellent.  But  all  these  buildings  are 
on  the  plan  of  a  private  dwelling,  and  the  class-room  is  always  objectionable 
owing  to  its  shape  and  the  position  of  the  doors,  windows,  stove,  &c. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that,  last  autumn,  I  begged  the  Superintendent  to  be 
good  enough  not  to  approve,  in  future,  any  plan  for  my  elementary  country 
schools,  except  that  which  I  had  the  honor  then  to  submit  to  him,  and  the 
specification  of  which  is  about  as  follows  : 

Specification. 
For  the  building  of  an  elementary  school-house  in  the  country. 

1.  The  school  shall  be  24  feet  wide  by  32  in  depth.  It  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently large  to  contain  40  pupils,  besides  the  rooms  of  the  school  mistress. 
For  50  pupils,  a  room  24  feet  by  85,  is  required  ;  for  60  pupils,  24  by  38,&c., 
lengthening  the  house  by  three  fieet  for  every  additional  10  pupils,  the 
teacher's  apartments  remaining  always  the  same. 

The  gable  end  of  the  house  to  face  the  road,  and  be  so  placed  that 
on  entering,  after  crossing  the  porch,  one  is  at  once  in  the  class-room,  havings 
the  boys  to  the  right  and  the  girls  to  the  left. 

3.  The  entrance  door  to  be  in  the  middle  of  the  gable  and  facing  th.et     i 
road.     It  shall  be  placed  in  a  porch  8  feet  wide  by  6  in  depth.  ] 

4.  The  basement  to  be  one  foot  and  a  half  above  ground,  and  irost-^ 
proof.     Earth  to  be  thrown  up  outside  against  the  basement,  to  the  above-^ 
mentioned  height,  to  keep  water  away  from  the  foundations. 
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5.  The  joists  to  be  placed  at  a  distance  of  three  feet  from  each  other,  and 
each  of  them  to  be  supported  in  the  cellar  by  two  cedar  posts,  so  that  they 
cannot  sink. 

6.  The  class-room  shall  be  22  feet  deep,  and  be  separated  from  the 
teacher's  room  by  a  partition  with  a  single  door,  situated  exactly  in  the  centre 
and  opposite  the  main  door.  The  teacher's  desk  shall  be  placed  facing  the 
door  on  a  platform  raised  about  one  foot  above  the  floor,  and  which  will  run 
from  one  side  of  the  house  to  the  other.  It  shall  be  about  3J  feet  wide, 
starting  from  the  partition,  except  under  the  desk,  where  it  shall  be  made  a 
little  wider  to  hold  the  ;water-pail.  On  the  partition  over  this  platform  will 
be  placed,  near  the  teacher,  the  maps,  &c.,  on  one  side,  and  the  black-board 
on  the  other.  The  pupil  working  on  this  platform,  before  the  class,  will 
be  easily  seen  and  heard  by  all.  The  interior  of  the  class-room  shall  have 
a  skirting-board  four  feet  high.  The  apartment  shall  be  lighted  by  four 
windows,  two  on  each  side. 

7.  On  either  side  of  the  class-room  door  there  will  be  three  rows  of 
hooks  for  the  children's  clothes,  and  above  that  two  rows  of  shelves  to  hold 
their  dinne^. 

8.  There  will  be  four  desks  and  as  many  forms  on  either  side  of  the  class- 
room.    These  desks  to  be  large  enough  for  five  pupils  each.     They  should 

be  31 1  inches  high,  19  wide  and  90  long,     The  top  of  the  desks  to  have 
covere  18  inches  wide,  so  as  to  give  each  pupil  a  small  desk  for  himself 

The  forms  and  desks  to  be  of  the  same  length,  and  of  a  height  proportionate 

to  the  age  of  the  children.    The  feet  of  the  desks  should  be  18  inches  across ; 

a  space  of  five  inches  between  them,  and  the  form,which  should  be  10  inches 

-wide ;  another  space  of  three  inches  to  separate  the  form  from  the  desk 

beliind  it,  on  which  the  pupils  may  lean. 

9.  The  stove  to  be  placed  in  the  passage  in  the  centre  of  the  class-room, 
about  6  feet  from  the  main  door. 

10.  The  chimney  to  be  built  over  the  door  in  the  partition  behind  the 
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teacher's  desk,  one  half  in  the  class-room  for  the  school  stove-pipe,  and  the 
other  half  in  the  teacher's  room  for  the  pipe  of  her  stove. 

A  little  above  the  teacher's  desk  towards  the  stove,  there  should  be 
made  in  the  ceiling  a  small  trap  door,  2  feet  wide,  which  may  be  opened  whea 
necessary,  to  ventilate  the  room. 

12.  This  class-room  should  be  at  least  9|  feet  high. 

13.  The  teacher's  apartments  to  be  at  the  rear  of  the  building,  and  open 
on  the  school  grounds.  They  should  consist  of  a  small  room,  10  by  14,  with 
a  door  opening  on  the  yard,  and  a  window  in  the  gable  end.  The  staircase 
leading  to  the  attics  should  turn  in  the  corner  near  the  gable-end,  and  asciend 
by  passing  over  the  window.  Behind  this  small  room  will  be  the  bed-room, 
10  by  10.  with  a  window  in  the  gable. 

14.  The  roof  to  extend  at  least  15  inches  beyond  the  walls  to  keep  the 
water  away  from  the  foundations. 

15.  The  attics  to  be  lighted  by  two  small  windows,  one  in  each  gable. 

This  plan,  as  may  be  seen,  is  very  simple  and  not  expensive,  it  has  been 
adopted  in  many  places,  and  has  everywhere  given  complete  satisfaction. 


Teachers. 

There  are  at  present  in  this  district  19  male  teachers,  12  of  whom  belongs 
to  religious  orders,  and  7  are  laymen.  All  of  the  latter  hold  diplomas,  except 
Mr.  A.  Archambault,  under-teacher  in  the  elementary  school  of  Ste.  Th6iese, 

I  have  also  175  female  teachers,  of  whom  42  are  nuns,  and  134  are  lay- 
teachers.  The  latter  all  hold  diplomas,  except  Miss  Neveu,  under-leacher  at 
the  Ste.  Scholastique  Model  School. 
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The  success  obtained  by  the  religious  teachers  at  the  school  exhibition 
ot  1880,  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  excellence  of  their  teaching,  and  it  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  say  anything  in  their  praise. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  three  of  my  male  lay  teachers  meet  with  con- 
fflderable  success.  They  are  Messrs.  A.  Dalaire,  J.  P.  V6berg  and  J.  F.  Bioux. 
The  four  others  also  do  well. 

As  to  the  lay  female  teachers,  they  may  be  classed  as  follows :  7  are 
distinguished  or  remarkably  good  teachers :  they  are  the  Misses  C.  Dupuis, 
M.  Gay,  V.  Gauthier,  V.  Daoust,  G.  Lafrance,  E.  Lauzon,  and  0.  Giroux ; 
16  are  excellent :  the  Misses  A.  Fortier,  Elise  Dufresne,  V.  Ladouceur,  E. 
Gauthier,  M.  Sanche,  H.  Gay,  M.  Grattan,  R.  D.  Matte,  S.  Desjardins,  A. 
Clermont,  O.  Latour,  A.  Courval,  C.  Chevalier,  M.  L.  Charbonneau,  S.  Car- 
riere,  and  V.  Fortier ;  98  are  good  teachers  ;  12  appear  to. me  to  be  inferior  : 
the  Misses  M.  Durocher,  O.  Ouimet,  T.  Filion,  V.  Taillon,  E.  Rochon,  M. 
Paquette,  G.  Lacasse,  C.  Simard,  J.  F.  Dugay,  C.  Mayer,  M.  Beauchamp^and 
V.  Lacasse.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  these  teachers  work  well, 
but  I  find  that  they  have  not  the  gift  of  teaching,  and  do  not  meet  with 
success. 

Teaching. 

I  always  endeavor  to  get  each  school  to  carry  out  its  curriculum,  and 
I  hope,  before  long,  to  gain  this  point.  I  insist  to  a  great  degree  on  the 
importance  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  as  well  as  grammar,  and  I 
notice  with  pleasure,  that  in  all  my  schools  a  sufficient  time  is  given  to  those 
branches  and  that  they  are  taught  with  care.  The  pupils  learn  more 
thoroughly  than  ever  the  meaning  of  words  and  explanations  of  what  they 
read.  It  is  really  astonishing  to  see  little  children  from  6  to  8  years  of  age 
shut  their  books,  after  their  reading  lesson,  and  give  a  pretty  faithful  des- 
cription of  what  they  have  read.  Writing  is  also  very  well  attended  to.  In 
teaching  it  only  the  best  of  models  are  now  used.  The  new  series  of  copy- 
books by  Langlais  and  the  Payson  series  seem  to  be  the  most  used  at  present. 
They  are  to  be  found  in  nearly  all  the  schools,  and  produce  the  best  results. 
I  have  copy-books  of  children  5,  6,  7  and  8  years  old,  very  well  written. 
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Arithmetic  is  more  carefully  and  BkilfuUy  taus^ht  than  ever,  and  mental 
arithmetic  is  equally  well  attended  to.  The  result  is  that  the  pupils  work 
out  their  sums  much  better  and  much  more  rapidly.  I  found  in  Miss  G-. 
Lafrance's  school,  at  Ste.  Scholastique,  a  child  five  years  old  who  knew  all 
the  multiplication  table  up  to  20. 

All  those  who  now  study  grammar  also  learn  orthography  and  parsing 
The  text  is,  perhaps,  not  better  learnt  than  heretofore,  but  the  pupils 
certainly  know  the  principles  and  rules  much  better . 

In  the  elementary  schools  of  the  second  degree,  we  find,  in  addition  to 
the  four  principal  branches,  book-keeping,  letter- writing,  geography,  history, 
drawing  and  agriculture.  As  to  the  model  schools  and  academies,  they 
faithfully  follow  their  curriculum.     ^ 

« 

Pupils. 

As  a  general  rule,  I  may  say  that  the  schools  have  been  well  attended 
this  year,  and  1  am  sure  that  the  number  of  pupils  who  absented  themselves 
from  idleness  or  apathy,  is  very  small.  The  grand  total  of  pupils  on  the 
registers  is  7,487,  which  gives  an  increase  of  417  for  this  year.  The  average 
attendance  has  not  been  as  good  as  might  have  been  expected,  owing  to 
small-pox  having  raged  in  the  district.  Still  it  is  6,196,  which  gives  aa 
increase  of  181. 

r 

1  am  also  happy  to  say  that  the  children,  in  general,  show  considerable 
work,  application  and  success.  ^ 

Those  who  distinguish  themselves  the  most  by  their  daily  exercises  in 
books  are  the  pupils  of  the  Ste.  Scholastique  convent,  the  St.  Joachim  model 
school,  the  schools  of  Cote  St.  Louis  and  St.  Simon,  in  the  parish  of  Ste. 
Scholastique,  of  the  village  of  St.  Augustin,  of  Bas  de  St.  Monique,  of  the 
village  of  St.  Hermas,  of  the  Bas  de  la  Cote  in  Terrebonne,  of  the  village  of 
Ste.  Therese,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Janvier,  of  Haut  de  St.  Canut,  the  convents 
of  St.  Jerome,  St.  Adele  and  Ste.  Agathe. 
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Accounts. 

* 

Although  I  meet  with  many  difficulties  in  the  performance  of  my  duty 
in  this  respect,  I  always  pay  great  attention  to  the  school  accounts,  but  I 
<»iLnot  say  that  I  always  succeeded,  for  sometimes  the  secretary-treasurers 
thought  proper  to  hide  their  books  from  me,  so  that  I  had  all  my  trouble 
and  expense  for  nothing. 

The  municipalities  about  whose  accounts  I  know  nothing,  because  I  do 
not  understand  them,  and  because  the  secretary-treasurers  do  not  fill  up  the 
blank  forms  of  accounts  which  I  sent  them,  are  those  of  St.  Joseph,  Ste. 
Theresa  (parish)  Ste.  Hypolite,  and  G-renville  (dissentients.) 

There  are  also  some  municipalities  whose  accounts  for  1879  were  correct, 
but  of  which  I  know  nothing  now,  as  the  secretary-treasurers  did  not  fill 
up  the  forms  I  sent  them,  and  I  have  not  seen  their  accounts.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  refused  to  show  them  to  me,  the  others  were  absent  when  I  made 
my  inspection.  They  are  the  parishes  of  Ste.  Canut,  Ste.  Moniqno,  Ste* 
Jerome  and  Ste.  Scholastique. 

The  accounts  of  the  other  municipalities  are  kept  in  the  books  supplied 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  I  know  them  perfectly,  and  can 
say-  that  they  are  correct. 


Progress  Accompllsued. 

It  suffices  to  read  the  preceding  pages  to  be  conrinced  that  the  schools 
of  my  district  have  made  considerable  proi^ress  this  year.  But  in  order  to 
give  a  better  and  more  striking  proof  of  it,  I  submit  the  following  compara- 
tiTe  statement  for  the  past  two  years. 
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C'OxMPARATIVE   STATEMENT   OF   THE   PAST   TWO  YEAllS 


Number  of  schools  in  operation 
Number  of  pupils  registered . . . 

Average  Attendance 

Pupils  learning  writing 

"  "       arithmetic 

«  "       grammar 

'*  "        agriculture.... 

^  «       geography . . . . , 

"  "        book-keeping. 

"  *'        drawing 


1879-80 


143 
7070 
6015 
3742 
3756 
2365 
1217 
1851 

478 
1187 


1880-81 


149 
7487 
6196 
4058 
4099 
2510 
1469 
2007 

660 
1224 


Increase. 


6 
417 
181 
ni6 
343 
145 
252 
15G 
82 
37 


I  admit  that  the  table  does  not  show  all  the  progress  accomplished,  in 
the  sense  that  it  does  not  show  whether  the  pupils  know  the  various  sub- 
jects better  than  before,  but  such  as  it  is,  I  think  it  sufficiently  encourag- 
ing to  enable  us  to  have  confidence  in  the  future. 


Eemarrs. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report,  without  saying  that  I  regret  exceedingly 
that  no  school  exhibition  was  held  this  year.  It  is  an  excellent  means  ot 
showing  the  progress  made  throughout  the  country  and  of  enabling  us  to 
profit  by  it.  These  exhibitions  have  also  the  eflfect,  as  I  have  already  said,  of 
making  the  pupils  work  better,  of  increasing  the  devotedness  of  the  teachers, 
and  the  zeal  of  the  inspectors.  They  afford,  moreover,  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity of  finding  out  the  good  teachers.  I  know  that  for  some  schools  which, 
make  special  preparations,  the  exhibitions  occasion  some  expense  and  a  cer- 
tain loss  of  time  ;  but  this  may  be  avoided  by  only  admitting  to  competition 
the  usual  work  of  the  pupils,  that  is,  their  daily  exercise  books.   It  is  w^ell 
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understood  that  these  books  should  contain  only  the  children's  written 
exercises,  such  as  dictation,  composition,  parsing;  sums,  mensuration,  book- 
keeping, drawing,  &c.,  &c.  I  therefore  hope  that  steps  will  be  taken  to 
give  us  more  of  these  exhibitions. 

* 

It  is  also  absolutely  necessary  that  the  school-laws  be  consolidated, 
amended,  and  published  at  once ;  for  they  have  been  so  often  altered  that  one 
can  hardly  become  conversant  with  them  except  by  studying  all  the  statutes 
of  Quebec.  And  even  if  he  knew  them  all  he  would  find  it  hard  to  understand 
them,  for  they  contain  contradictions.  Thus,  section  38,  of  chap.  15  of  the 
C.  S.  L.  C,  says,  that  all  those  who  have  paid  their  school  rates  can  vote. 
But  if  an  elector  comes  forward  to  do  so,  and  he  is  sworn,  section  29  of  the 
act,  41,  Vict,  chap,  6,  says,  that  the  oath  he  shall  take  shall  be  that  required 
by  art.  315  of  the  Municipal  Code,  which  says  that  he  must  have  paid  his 
mnnicipal  and  school  taxes  I 

If  we  wish  to  know  how  many  electors  are  required  to  demand  a  poll, 
section  37,  of  chap.  16,  0.  S.  L.  C,  says  that  three  electors  may  do  so.  But 
section  29  of  the  act,  41  Yict.,  chap.  6,  says  that  the  method  prescribed  by 
art.  311,  of  the  Municipal  Code  must  be  followed,  and  that  is  five  electors. 
Finally,  there  are .  many  important  voids  to  be  tilled.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
say  anymore;  every  one  understands  that  this  consolidation  is  necessary, 
only  it  should  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

A.  PILON, 
School  Inspector^ 
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MR.  PRfeMONT. 

{Translation) 


Ste.  Famille,  17th  August,  1881. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  report  for  1880-81,  upon  the  con- 
dition of  the  schools  of  the  counties  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency.  Here- 
unto annexed  you  will  also  find  my  statistical  table. 

Having  already  sent  you  special  and  detailed  memoranda  upon  each, 
school  in  my  district,  and  having  mentioned  in  my  inspectoral  bulletins  the 
state  of  the*school-houses  and  of  their  furniture,  the  size  of  the  grounds,  the 
books  adopted,  the  state  of  the  maps,  and  of  the  school  archives,  the  abiliiy 
of  the  teachers,  and  the  general  manner  in  which  each  school  is  kept,  as  well 
^is  the  progress  made,  lastly,  the  state  of  the  accounts  and  other  important 
information,  I  shall  to-day  limit  myself  to  a  few  remarks. 

I  am  convinced  that  you  will  be  as  liauch  pleased  as  I  am  myself  to 
notice  from  the  following  comparative  statement  the  progressive  strides  oi 
my  school  statistics.  If  the  quality  is  not  always  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity, the  fact,  however,  that  a  greater  number  of  children  attend  school,  aiid 
study  the  diflTerent  subjects  of  the  official  curriculum,  is  in  itself  a  progress 
which  must  be  applauded.  It  is  a  progress,  I  say,  with  which  we  must  be 
delighted,  because  the  reforms  made  in  the  manner  of  teaching  have  much 
to  do  with  this  result ;  reforms  which  have  been  the  object  of  your  care,  and 
whose  success  is  due  to  much  labor  on  your  part,  and  on  the  part  of  your 
subordinates. 

The  system  of  learning  lessons  by  heart  was  until,  very  recently,  one  of 
the  reasons  why  a  great  number  of  children  were  disgusted  with  going  to 
achool.  The  school  was  a  prison  for  them.  The  child  could  make  out  nothing 
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from  this  deluge  of  words,  and  if  his  memory  faltered,  he  knew  beforehand 
the  punishment  which  his  mistress  reserved  for  him.  Thus  his  determina* 
tion  was  readily  come  to :  "  my  first  communion  over,  no  more  school  for  me/' 
would  he  say  to  himself, 

To-day  there  is  great  progress  in  this  respect,  and  I  am  happy  to  point 
it  out  to  you : 

Out  of  3,641  grand  total  of  pupils  : 


Beading. 

Writing. 

Arithmetic. 

Men.  Arithmetic.  Bk.-kreping.  M 

ensnrati 

1830-81 : 

1,501 

4,o»2 

4,582 

4,582              620 

229 

1879-80. 

1,359 

4,174 

4,174 

4,073              649 

206 

1878-79 ; 

1,217 

4,131 

4,068 

3.991              457 

171 

Excess : 


284 


451 


514 


591 


163 


t 


58 


Drawing. 

Eng.  Oram. 

Fr.  Gram. 

Analjiiig. 

style. 

Geography. 

Histoiy. 

1880-81 : 

2,203 

542 

1,754 

1,804 

889 

1,081 

1,624 

1879-80  : 

1,398 

396 

1,680 

1,717 

827 

974 

1,574 

1878-79  : 

901 

37o 

1,603 

1,645 

736 

882 

1,445 

Excess  : 


3.302        166 


151 


159 


158 


199 


179 


It  must  be  remarked  that  the  population  of  the  counties  of  Quebec  and 
Montmorency  having  remained  nearly  the  same  since  the  last  decade,  the 
average  increase  of  the  children  attending  school  is  gr^iater.  Thus,  the 
united  i>opulation  of  these  two  counties  being  32,610,  it  Ibllow^that,  in  this 
district,  the  proportion  of  those  who  go  to  school  is  14  per  cent..  Now  my 
table  does  not  give  the  statistics  of  the  Protestant  schools,  nor  those  of  inde- 
pendent convents,  which  would  bring  the  average  up  to  16  per.  cent. 


This  result  is  really  encouraging,  and  proves  that  with  our  system  of 
public  instruction,  although  voluntary,  there  is  no  need  to  be  alarmed,  nor 
to  sigh  for  the  benefits  of  a  compulsory  system. 
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Reading  by  syllables  is  taught  at  the  same  time  as  reading  by  rote  and 
parsing.  This  means  that  the  reading  lesson  should  be  short  and  fully 
explained  beforehand. 

The  teacher  must  also  insist  upon  a  proper  pronunciation;  and  for 
this,  she  cannot  do  better  than  havo  the  Abbe  Lagace's  book  "Cours  de 
Lecture  a  haute  voix,"  study  it  att*^ntively,  and  take  lessons  herself  if  it  is 
possible  for  her  to  do  so. 

Lessons  in  grammar  should  make  the  same  progress  as  the  reading  les- 
sons. Thus,  when  the  pupil  begins  to  read  nouns,  he  should  be  given  a 
lesson  in  grammar  on  nouns.  He  could  thus  study  his  language  during  a- 
"whole  year  at  least  with  no  other  book  than  a  reader.  . 

Teachers  do  not  generally  bear  in  mind  while  teaching  grammar,  that 
the  object  of  that  study  is  not  only  to  learn  how  to  write,  but  also,  and 
above  all,  how  to  speak.  Every  occasion  should  be  taken  in  school  to  make 
the  pupils  speak,  teaching  them  how  to  speak  correctly  Lessons  in  geo^ 
graphy  and  history,  in  this  case,  are  of  great  help  to  the  teacher. 

The  study  of  geography  and  history  should  be  onian  equal  footing,  yet 
this  is  not  the  case  according  to  my  statistics,  since  1081  scholars  learn  geo- 
graphy, and  1624  history. 

History  and  geography  should  be  only  taught  with  maps.  Is  it  possi- 
ble to  enlist  the  attention  of  the  scholars,  and  to  impress  on  their  memories 
the  principal  events  of  our  history  without  the  help  of  a  good  map  oi 
Canada  ? 

In  some  schools  the  lessons  in  history  is  the  teacher's  hour  of  ease,  and 
she  has  only  to  sit  and  listen  while  knilting,  quietly,  perhaps,  to  the  di&er' 
ent  lessons  in  history  which  she  teaches,  and  which  the  children  learn  bj 
heart. 
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Now  these  golden  days  must  cease  for  the  teacher  and  begin  for  the 
pupil.  In  order  that  this  shonid  be  the  case,  the  teacher  has  only  to  follow 
the  example  given  by  the  mother  of  a  family,  who,  when  the  evening  comes^ 
gathers  all  her  little  children  around  her  and  tells  them,  in  her  simple 
way,  those  stories  that  remain  forever  fixed  in  their  mind. 

The  lesson  in  history  shonid  be  given  to  all  the  scholars,  without  any 
distinction ;  the  younger  ones  will  always  remember  something,  and  the 
more  advanced  will  be  obliged  to  give  a  summary  of  it  either  orally  or 
under  the  form  of  a  literary  composition. 

As  to  geography,  the  first  lesson  should  be  given  on  the  site  where  the 
school  is  situated. 

The  cardinal  points  should  be  pointed  out  in  the  heavens,  and  on  the 
map  and  blackboard  ;  the  children  should  be  taught  the  boundaries  of  the 
school  lot,  then  thp  children  should  give  the  boundaries  of  their  father's  land. 
Then  put  questions  to  the  children  on  the  produce  of  each  farm  that  has 
been  sx)oken  of,  after  having  drawn  out  on  the  blackboard  the  farms  that 
are  best  known  to  the  scholars.  Then  should  come  the  geography  of  the 
parish,  of  the  county,  of  the  Province,  etc.  As  the  pupils  advance,  make, 
them  travel  from  one  city  to  another,  from  one  country  to  another,  making 
them  state  the  products,  commerce,  population,  etc.,  of  each  of  the  places 
through  which  they  pass,  and  completing  the  whole  with  a  historical  nar- 
rative. 

As  to  the  teaching  of  writing,  I  remark  that  there  is  great  irregularity 
on  this  point.  In  some  schools  the  scholars  write  for  too  long  a  time  ;  in 
otheTBy  weeks  pass  without  a  lesson  in  calligraphy.  I  also  remark  that  the 
position  of  the  the  body,  the  way  of  holding  the  pen,  the  disposal  of  the 
tables  and  seats  are  details  to  which  the  teachers  give  little  attention.  In 
order  to  satisfy  myself  that  all  is  done  proi)erly,  I  make  the  pupils  write^ 
and  I  oblige  the  teacher  to  register  her  remarks  on  each  page  of  writings 
and  the  pupil  is  obliged  to  sign  and  date  it. 
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yome  teachers  in  teaching  arithmetic  are  the  slaves  of  the  book.  They 
will  make  their  pupils  solve  the  most  difficult  problems,  having  no  rela- 
tion to  the  practical  w^ants  of  the  farmer,  so  that  when  I  examine  them,  I 
often  meet  advanced  pupils  who  are  puzzled  with  the  simplest  practical 
problems  I  give  them.  Let  teachers  devote  themselves  to  teaching  their  pupils 
how  to  calculate  correctly  and  rapidly,  all  ordinary  transactions,  without  pay- 
ing too  much  attention  to  all  those  fancy  problems  with  which  most  arith- 
metics are  filled. 

« 

I  insist  on  the  teaching  of  letter-writing  and  of  book-keeping.  These 
branches  are  so  practical  that  I  am  astonished  at  the  indifference  with  which 
some  teachers  look  upon  them. 

They  imagine  that  the  scholars  should  complete  their  study  of  gram- 
mar first  and  then  commence  the  study  of  composition. 

They  do  not  seem  to  consider  that  most  of  the  pupils  in  our  country- 
schools  finish  their  studies  before  knowing  how  to  write  grammatically  and 
that  they  will,  nevertheless,  knowing  how  to  write,  soon  perceive  the  neces- 
sity to  conduct  their  own  correspondence.  The  same  may  be  said  of  their 
accounts.  Then  why  let  them  leave  school  without  being  acquainted  with 
at  least  the  elementary  rules  of  letter- writing  and  book-keeping  by  single 
entry,  and  thus  supply  a  want  which  they  would  feel  all  their  life-time. 

Now,  sir,  need  I  add  that  I  will  be  content  only  when  all  the  teachers 
of  my  district  will  have  adopted  a  system  of  teaching  resembling  the  one 
I  have  so  imperfectly  sketched  ?  To  obtain  this  result,  the  inspector  will  be 
obliged  to  give  repeated  practical  lessons  on  each  of  his  visits.  Moreover, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  the  candidates  coming  before  the  board  of  examiix- 
ers  should  pass  their  examinations  in  such  a  way  as  to  establish  not  oixly 
that  they  have  the  necessary  knowledge,  but  also,  that  they  know  the  rig-lit 
way  of  making  use  of  it. 

Every  teacher  should  receive  and  study  a  good  Educational  wo 
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There  are  several  such  in  the  country,  edited  with  great  skill,  and  highly 
^teemed  abroad. 

By  drinking  at  the  fountain  of  the  art  of  teaching,  the  teachers  will 
learn  better  to  know  their  numerous  duties,  and  will  have  more  courage  to 
fulfil  their  beautiful  and  noble  mission,  a  mission,  however,  abounding  in 
sacrifices,  sorrows  and  troubles, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOSEPH  PRfiMONT, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  SAVARD. 


[Tramlaiion,] 


Chicoutimi,  Ist  June,  1881. 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools 
in  the  County  of  Chicoutimi. 

The  number  of  pupils  this  year  was  3,442,  against  3,401  last  year, 
making  an  increase  of  41.  Tou  will  notice  by  my  grand  statistical  table 
which  I  sent  you,  that  this  year  there  are  480  pupils  in  writing  more  than 
last  year,  you  will  also  notice  548  pupils  in  arithmetic  and  mental  arithmetic 
more  than  last  year ;  85  in  book-keeping,  11  in  mathematics,  16  in  mensu- 
ration, 23  in  parsing,  87  in  letter-writing,  94  in  history,  and  288  in  linear 

industrial  drawing. 

8 
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In  geography  the  number  has  decreased  by  eighteen,  but  this  is  dn^ 
more  particularly  to  the  want  of  maps  ;  the  commissioners  on  my  recom- 
mendation, have  promised  to  supply  this  want.  I  have  since  ascertained 
that  they  are  beginning  to  carry  out^their  paromises. 

The  inspection  bulletins  which  I  have  sent  you  must  have  con^anced 
you  that  there  is  marked  progress  everywhere. 

The  teachers  of  both  sexes'^in  my  district  have  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  zeal,  their  knowledge,  and  their  devotedness ;  they  have  hastened 
to  follow  my  advice  by  continuing  as  in  the  past  to  improve  their  system  of 
teaching,  and  to  give  their  pupils  a  practical  education. 

I  have  particularly  advised  them  to  teach  their  pupils  to  work  oui 
practical  problems,  to  make  out  accounts,  receipts,  notes,  &c.,  and  to  write 
business  and  private  letters,  &c.     Amongst  these  teachers  there  are  more 
than  sixteen  who  have  been  taugljt  at  the  Laval  Normal  School,  and  most  ot 
the  others  have  been  taught  at  the  Girl's  Academy  in  Chicoutimi. 

I  have  noticed  that  in  the  majority  of  the  schools,  the  pupils  have  made 
considerable  progress  in  parsing,  arithmetic  and  history. 

As  to  writing,  to  which  I  attach  much  importance,  I  am  sorry  to  say- 
that  the  CommissionersTin  many  places  neglect  to  provide  the  teachers  with 
printed  models.  Still  there  is  some  progress.  I  have  noticed  with  pleasure 
that  the  Model  School  of  St.  Jerome  at  Lake  St.  John,  has  adopted  the  new^ 
book  on  writing,  published  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Langlais. 

The  books  in  use  in  all  the  oountry  schools  are  the  primer  by  Jtmea^ci 
and  Lacasse,  Montpetit's  complete  series,  the  catechism^  the  gramman,  by 
Cloutier  et  Bonneau,  geography  and  arithmetic  books,  history  of  Canada  "by 
Toussaint,  book-keeping  by  Lacasse,  and  also  one  by  Langelier,  letter-writing 
LaHue's  treatise  on  Agriculture,  mental  arithmetic  by  Juneau  and  Lacasse^ 
Sacred  history  by  Driou,  theJCatholic  school-book,  the  Dominion  Phrase  Booi:^ 
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by  Darcy,  M.A.,  the  new  book  on  the  English  language,  according  to  the 
Ollendorff  system  and  Murray's  grammar. 

I  noticed  with  pleasure  that  all  the  teachers  received  the  Journal  de 
fInUruction  Publiqtie  and  V Enseignement  Prtmai^e,  These  two  journals  are 
of  great  use  to  the  teachers,  and  enable  them  to  teach  more  effectively.  In 
a  good  many  schools,  this  year,  object  lessons  were  given. 

The  county  of  Chicoutimi  has  nine  model  and  seventy-one  elemen- 
tary schools,  two  institutes  of  superior  education  ;  the  Petit  Seminaire  and 
the  GrirPs  Academy. 

The  Petit  Seminaire  at  Chicoutimi  is  an  institution  in  which  the  pupils 
receive  a  very  complete  commercial  and  classical  education.  Although  this 
establishment  has  only  been  in  existence  seven  years,  there  are  already  two 
pupils  who  study  the  liberal  professions,  and  several  others  have  entered 
religious  orders.  This  excellent  institution  deserves  all  possible  encourage- 
ment from  the  the  friends  of  education,  and  is  a  credit  to  its  founder,  the 
Bishop  of  Chicoutimi,  who  is  still  its  worthy  and  esteemed  superior.  The 
professors  are  very  .well  educated,  and  teach  with  great  ability.  The  pupils 
of  this  establishment  are  not  inferior  to  those  of  any  other  seminary  or 
college  in  the  country,     The  Director  is  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thos.  Roberge. 

The  Girls'  Academy,  under  the  management  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  has  63  pupils.  This  institution,  like  all  others  of  the  same  kind, 
18  quite  up  to  its  position,  and  the  constant  progress  made  by  the  pupils 
more  than  compensates  for  the  sacrifices  made  by  the  parents  who  send 
iheir  children  to  it. 

The  schools  here  are  improving  more  and  more,  and  this  is  due, 
undoubtedly  to  the  capacity  of  the  teachers  and  the  assiduity  of  the  pupils. 

I  have  received  with  pleasure  the  volumes  of  the  Manuel  de  Dessin 
IdnSaire  Induslriel  by  Oscar  Dunn,  as  well  as  the  copy-books  and  cards.     I 
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distributed  the  first  book  in  the  primary  schools,  and  the  second  book  with 
the  copy-books  and  cards  in  the  Model  Schools. 

The  books  which  I  give  as  prizes  always  have  the  best  of  results  which 
repay  more  than  a  hundred  fold  what  they  cost. 


I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 


ED.  SAVAED, 
School  Inspector. 


MR.  SIMARD. 

[Translation.] 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  first  report  on  the  state  of  public 
instruction  in  my  district,  as  well  as  the  grand  statistical  table  for  the  year 
ending  the  80th  June  last. 

There  are,  in  the  three  counties  of  Bellechasse,  Montmagny  and  L'Islet, 
30  municipalities,  divided  into  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  districts,  com- 
prising one  hundred  and  seventy-six  educational  establishments  of  all  kinds. 

These  are  classed  as  follows :  two  industrial  colleges,  eighteen  model 
schools,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  elementary  schools,  four  of  which  are 
noted  as  excellent,  twelve  as  very  ^ood,  forty-six  as  good^  fifty-four  as  /air 
twenty-six  as  inferior,  and  twenty-four  very  inferior. 

As  you  will  observe,  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  educational 
establishments  of  all  descriptions,   there  are  only  sixty-two  which,    are 
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managed  with  assiduity,  tact  and  method,  and  which  effect  good  results. 
Of  the  one  hundred  and  four  others,  fifty-four  are  making  progress  and  do 
fair  work,  but  fifty  are  inferior  or  very  inferior,  and  not  worth  the  money 
expended  for  their  maintenance. 

This  regretable  fact  is  due  to  the  teachers  being  engaged  at  the  lowest 
figure  ;  their  capacity  is  never  looked  into,  cheapness  is  all  that  is  thought 
of;  the  result  is  that  the  teachers  are  changed  every  year. 

The  teaching  of  grammar,  arithmetic  and  geography,  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  The  majority  of  the  teachers  in  my  district  not  having  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  these  branches,  and  having  sometimes  acquired  the  little  they 
know  from  doubtful  sources,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  teach  these  subjects. 
They  nearly  all  endeavour  to  get  their  pupils  to  learn  by  rote,  but  make 
no  attempt  to  explain ;  the  children  become  learning  machines  and  not  beings 
accustomed  to  reflect. 

I  have  certainly  no  reproach  to  make  concerning  the  pupils  trained  in 
the  Normal  Schools.  They  are  all  distinguished  by  their  devotedness  and 
the  good  system  they  follow.  They  know  how  to  form  the  children's  hearts, 
how  to  make  their  stay  in  school  a  pleasant  one,  by  imparting  to  their  teach- 
ing a  certain  charm,  the  secret  of  which  is  known  only  to  those  institutions 
expressly  established  for  training  teachers.  In  these  schools  the  average 
generally  equals  the  total  attendance.  From  this  I  conclude  that  the  daily 
attendance  of  the  children  at  school  depends  entirely  on  the  capacity  of  the 
teacher. 

• 

The  convents  at  L'Islet,  St.  Aubert,  St.  Pran9ois,  and  St.  Q-ervais  have 
also  trained  some  teachers  who,  when  I  visited  them,  gave  me  complete 
satisfaction.  These  institutions,  certainly,  render  great  services,  and  we 
should  insist  that  every  girl  who  is  a  candidate  for  a  diploma,  should  have 
studied,  for  at  least  a  year,  in  some  of  these  convents. 

Other  subjects,  such  as  book-keeping,  agriculture  and  drawing  are  much 
neglected  in  my  district.     This  is  especially  due  to  the  ignorance  of  the 
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teachers  in  these  matters.  The  boards  of  examiners  should  make  it  a  duty 
always  to  question  candidates  for  diplomas  on  these  important  branches. 
Another  reason  is  the  opposition  displayed  by  the  parents;  agriculture 
especially  meets  with  serious  opposition,  and  on  the  pretext  that  it  is  unne* 
cessary,  they  will  not  buy  books  for  their  children.  They  seem  to  forget 
that  the  future  of  our  country  greatly  depends  on  agriculture.  Let  us 
improve  our  method  of  cultivation  and  we  will  be  less  exposed  to  those 
periods  of  monetary  crisis  which  so  retard  the  progress  of  a  country.  But 
how  can  we  seriously  improve  agriculture  except  by  studying  it  ?  Whatever 
may  be  said  by  some  persons,  even  amongst  the  educated,  agriculture  is  a 
science,  and  cannot  be  acquired  by  intuition.  I  think  that  the  regulations 
of  the  Catholic  Committee  oi  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  which  make 
the  teaching  of  agriculture  compulsory  in  all  our  schools,  are  destined  to 
alter  the  state,  of  things  in  our  Province.  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  these 
regulations  followed  ;  besides  they  are  obligatory.  Book-keeping  and  draw- 
ing will  also  be  taught  to  a  greater  number  of  pupils  next  year. 

The  school-houses  in  general,  are  too  small,  cold  and  badly  lighted ; 
the  children  are  too  crowded,  and  get  tired,  thus  becoming  disgusted  with 
the  school. 

I  regret  to  say  that  there  are  still  a  great  many  school  houses  which, 
are  rented,  and  moreover,  one  frequently  sees  only  a  small  room  rented, 
separated  by  a  wooden  partition  from  the  other  apartments  occupied  by  a 
family.  In  these  schools  the  average  attendance  only  amounts  to  one  half 
the  number  of  pupils  inscribed  on  the  register  and  there  is  no  progress  at 
all. 

I  have  condemned  this  state  of  things,  which  I  consider  intolerable  ; 
wherever  it  existed,  I  have  ordered  that  suitable  houses  be  built,  or  at  least 
rented. 

Another  obstacle  which  hinders  considerably  the  progress  of  educatioix 
is  the  want  of  books,  copy-books,  and  other  indispensable  articles  which  thti 
parents  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  their  children.  While  on  this  subject  Ibe^ 
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4d  express  my  regrets,  which  are  shared  by  all  who  take  an  interest  in 
the  education  of  children  that  the  Book  Depository  should  have  been 
abolished,  for  this  institution  was  destined  to  render,  and  had  already  ren- 
dered, great  service. 

The  accounts  of  the  secretary-treasurers,  are,  in  almost  all  cases,  kept 
According  to  the  official  system,  and  in  a  manner  which  is  creditable  to  those 
gentlemen.  The  work  of  the  inspectors  is  greatly  lightened  by  this  useful 
reform,  for  in  a  few  hours  they  can  thoroughly  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  a  municipality. 

With  the  exception  of  a  single  municipality,  I  was  very  well  received 
wherever  I  made  an  inspection ;  the  commissioners  in  general  shewed  their 
^ood  will,  and  seemed  to  understand  how  important  is  the  education  oi 
youth. 

As  the  bulletins  which  I  have  sent  you  during  the  year,  respecting  the 
schools  in  my  district  contain  the  details  which  relate  to  each  municipality, 
I  think  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  here  what  I  have  already  said  in 
these  bulletins. 

Before  concluding,  permit  me  to  mention  the  names  of  the  teachers  in 
my  district  who  are  the  most  successful :  The  Misses  Adile  Richard,  St.  Jean, 
Port  Joli,  Hermine  Leclerc,  St.  Eugene,  Elise  Peltier,  St.  Roch,  Pamela 
LeCourcy,  Ste.  Perpetue,  Melanie  Cote,  St.  Charles,  Zepherine  Martiueau 
et  Celina  Michaud,  St.  Michel,  Hermine  Tauguay,  Marie  Labrie,  Anna  Grod- 
bout  and  Josephine  Labrecque,  St.  Grervais,  Eleonore  Normand,  St.  Raphael, 
Anna  B^langer,  St.  Valier,  Virginie  Paradis,  St.  Aubert,  Marie  Talbot,  Cap 
St  Ignace,  Eugene  Chalifour,  St.  Cyrille,  Julienne  Boutet,  Berthier,  Philo- 
mene  Blais,  Aurelie  Gagnon,  Emma  Blais,  St.  Fran9oi6,  and  Edwidge 
Caron,  Crane  Island. 

The  best  Model  school  in  my  district  is  the  Q-irls'  Model  School  of  St. 
Jean,  Port  Joli,  under  Miss  Adele  Richard  ;  amongst  the  primary  schools. 
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those  of  the  Misses  Z6phirine  Martineau,   of  St.  Michel,   and  Hermine^ 
L^clerc,  of  St.  Eugene,  are  the  best. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  PH.  SIMARD, 
School  Inspector. 


MR.  STENSON.     , 

[Translaiion,] 

Sherbrooke,  24th  September,  1881. 

SiK, 

The  additional  work  imposed  on  me  by  my  having  to  inspect  Mr. 
Alexander's  district,  which  you  handed  over  to  me  during  last  June,  is  the 
reason  of  my  having,  this  year,  delayed  sending  in  my  annual  report. 

I  now  have  the  honour  to  submit  it,  together  with  my  statistical  table 
for  the  year  ending  the  80th  of  June  last.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say 
that  this  has  been  a  year  of  progress,  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of 
sickness  amongst  the  children  in  many  parts  of  this  district. 

Activity  may  be  seen  everywhere,  and  there  is  everywhere  throughout 
my  district  an  evident  improvement.  The  actual  progress  since  a  year 
must  not  be  computed  only  by  the  figures  of  the  statistical  table,  but  rather 
by  the  examination  returns  of  each  school.  The  increase  shewn  by  the 
statistical  table  in  the  number  of  schools  in  this  district,  in  the  number  of 
pupils  attending  them,  and  the  branches  taught  does  not  indicate  the  actual 
progress,  for  we  must  not  take  into  account  only  the  number  of  the  schoolB 
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and  pupils,  but  also  the  quality  of  both,  and  the  facilities  afforded  the  latter 
for  learning.  This  year  I  noticed  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  pupils  were, 
as  a  rule,  better  provided  with  the  necessary  books  than  they  have  been  for 
many  years  past ;  the  school  furniture  is  improved,  and  the  natural  result  of 
these  .two  important  improvements  is  greater  progress  in  the  studies,  more 
comfort  and  accommodation  for  the  pupils,  both  from  a  moral  and  from  a 
physical  point  of  view.  Nevertheless,  I  am  far  from  claiming  that  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs  is  perfect ;  on  the  contrary,  now  that  progress  has  com- 
menced, and  that  the  people  are  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  making  the 
schools  attractive  for  children  by  the  comfort  they  find  in  it,  as  well  as  the 
&cilitie8  afforded  them  by  improved  books  and  copy-books,  it  is  the  proper 
time  to  insist  more  strongly  than  ever  on  the  necessity  of  continuing  this 
progress. 

For  this  purpose  the  inspector  should  have  the  power  of  ordering 
peremptorily  the  improvements  which  now  he  can  only  ask  for. 

For  instance  ;  a  school  is  not  provided  with  suitable  furniture,  and  yet 
the  school  corporation  is  in  a  position  to  remedy  this  defect ;  the  inspector 
asks  for  the  required  improvements,  and  threatens  the  corporation  with  the 
forfeiture  of  the  grant  if  his  suggestions  are  not  carried  oi^t.  Three  times 
out  of  ten  this  threat  has  the  effect  of  securing  some  improvement,  but 
very  seldom  what  is  required.  The  seven  other  times,  the  commissioners 
make  some  excuse  for  delaying  for  a  year,  and  sometimes  longer,  counting 
on  the  delays  necessary  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  threat  and  the  indulgence 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

If  the  inspector  had  the  power  of  ordering  the  necessary  work  to  be 
done,  and  the  payment  of  the  costs  incurred  were  paid  by  the  Superinten- 
dent out  of  the  grant  given  by  Government  to  this  municipality,  some 
corporations  would  display  an  activity  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  excite 
in  them  by  the  strongest  argument  and  the  best  of  reasoning. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  roll  and  register  book. 
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Last  year  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  you  a  model  of  the  roll  and  register 
book  which  I  would  like  to  see  adopted.  A  printer  of  this  city  asked  me  for 
a  copy  of  it,  which  I  gave  him,  and  now  any  one  by  applying  to  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Sherbrooke  OazetU  can  procure  this  book,  which  is  less  expen- 
sive and  more  complete  than  any  I  have  yet  seen  in  the  schools. 

By  referring  to  this  book,  when  correctly  kept,  every  necessary  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  respecting  the  attendance,  the  age  of  the  children  and 
the  degree  of  progress  made  by  the  pupils,  as  well  as  the  books  read  in  the 
school,  which  information  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  obtain  with  any 
accuracy,  when  a  certain  number  of  the  pupUs  are  absent  at  the  date  of  the 
inspector's  visit ;  or  when  any  of  the  other  school  visitors  go  to  inspect  it. 

A  new  municipality  has  been  formed  in  this  district  this  year,  that  of 
Emberton,  which  has,  as  yet,  but  one  school  in  operation,  but  which  is  sure 
to  have  more  before  long.  » 

A  school  has  been  established  in  St.  Agnes,  Ditchfield  ;  this  school  was 
kept  up  during  two  months  this  year  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  The 
newly-built  chapel  of  this  mission  has  been  used  as  a  school-house,  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  hope  that  before  long  the  worthy  settlers  will  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  build  a  -school -house  and  secure  the  services  of  a  teacher  for  a  whole 
year. 

In  the  new  settlement  of  Channay,  one  or  more  schools  will  probably 
be  established  soon,  for  the  task  of  settling  this  new  township  seems  to  have 
been  entrusted  to  willing  and  able  hands,  and  to  be  carried  out  in  an  earnest 
and  intelligent  manner.         , 

Several  new  school  houses  have  been  built  this  year,  some  of  which  are 
very  good,  and  all  are  much  better  than  those  which  used  formerly  to  be 
built. 

The  municipality  of  Weedon  is  at  present  getting  two  built,  but  I  had 
to  notify  the  commissioners  that  they  had  to  submit  to  you  the  plans  and. 
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specifications  which,  unless  they  are  altered,  will  not,  I  am  sure,  receive 
your  approval. 

The  Catholic  School  corporation  of  the  city  of  Sherbrooke  has  decided 
to  do  away  with  the  old  school  houses.  Last  year  it  purchased  a  very  suita- 
ble building  in  the  East  Ward  of  the  city.  This  year  it  is  building  a  pretty 
brick  house,  28  x  40  feet,  two  stories  high,  in  the  North  Ward,  and  this  fall 
it  will  lay  the  foundations  of  a  handsome  and  spacious  building  in  the  Centre 
Vard,  which  will  be  ready  to  be  used  as  a  school  next  year.  The  cost  of 
these  two  new  buildings  will  be  about  ten  thousand  dollars.  When  the 
latter  building  will  be  completed,  it  will  be  a  suitable  time  for  the  Catholic 
teachers  in  the  Eastern  Townships  to  form  themselves  into  an  association, 
and  hold  meetings  like  those  in  Montreal  and  Quebec,  which  it  is  impossible 
for  the  teachers  and  friends  of  education,  in  this  section  of  the  country  to 
attend,  owing  to  there  being  expenses  which  so  lengthy  a  journey  would 
entail. 

Apart  from  the  addresses  and  ordinary  proceedings  at  such  meetings,  I 
think  it  would  be  advisable  to  organize  a  class  for  training  teachers,  under 
the  management  of  some  experienced  professors  from  the  Normal  Schools. 
As  soon  as  the  place  is  ready,  I  intend,  with  the  assistance  of  some  friends 
of  education,  in  this  section  of  the  country  to  carry  out  that  idea.  I  know 
that  this  will  require  both  labour  and  sacrifices,  but  I  think  it  is  feasible  and 
I  am  convinred  of  its  usefuhtcss. 

Most  of  the  teachers  have  the  r(H|uisite  knowledge  and  intelligence  to 
keep  a  good  school,  but  unfortunately  those  you  really  know  how  to  teach 
are  verv  few. 

A  few  practical  lessons  from  an  able  and  experienced  professor,  would 
do  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  for  my  part  I  am  disposed  to  overcome  all 
obstacles  in  order  to  give  it  a  fair  trial. 

The  necessity  for  teachers  to  know  both  languages  is  making  itself  more 
and  more  iVlt  every  day.    I   re  'eive  every  year  a  quantity  of  letters  from. 
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teachers  who  are  well  recommended,  asking  me  to  secure  engagements  for 
them,  but  I  cannot  do  so,  as  they  only  know  one  language.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  receive  almost  continually  applications  for  teachers  who  are  qualified 
to  teach  both  languages. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  holding  diplomas  for  both  French  and  English 
is  frequently  the  reason  why  we  are  obliged  to  accept  the  services  of  per- 

■ 

sons  who  are  more  or  less  qualified  to  teach,  but  who  know  both  languages. 

Considerable  progress  has  this  year  been  made  in  arithmetic  and  mental 
calculation.*^^ The  study  of  geography  is  becoming  popular,  thanks  to  the 
introduction  of  the  Brothers'  Illustrated  G-eographies.  Frequently,  very 
fiequently,  it  is  impossible  to  make  the  school  commissioners  understand 
that  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  supply  maps  for  each  school,  and  it  must  be 
admitted  that,  in  many  cases,  these  corporations  have  not  the  means  of  buy- 
ing any.  With  these  small  illustrated  geographies,  which  are  easily  procured, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  buy  maps,  and  the  pupils,  nevertheless,  get  some  know- 
ledge of  this  useful  and  interesting  science. 

Book-keeping  and  industrial  drawing  also  meet  with  less  opposition 
than  in  the  past,  and  a  good  many  persons  begin  to  appreciate  them. 

The  Manual  of  Agriculture  is  used  as  a  reader,  and  the  teacher  who  can 
make  it  appreciated  by  intelligent  reading  and  explanations,  succeeds  in 
obtaining  the  required  end. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

M.  T.  STENSON, 
School  Inspector. 
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MR.  STENSON, 
[  Tranilation,] 

{Replacing  Mr  Alexander,  pro  tern,) 


Sherbrooke,  28th  September,  1881. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  of  Mr. 
Alexander's  district  which  you  confided  to  me  in  June  last.  I  also  send  the 
statistical  table  for  this  district. 

When  I  Tisited  it  it  was  holiday  time  for  a  good  many  of  the  schools, 
and  I  had  consequently  to  refer  to  the  roll  and  inscription  books  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  attendance,  and  also  to  acquire  every  information  with  respect 
to  the  standing  of  the  pupils,  the  subjects  taught  in  the  schools,  and  the 
progress  made  during  the  year. 

I  hare  to  thank  the  curSSy  who,  in  nearly  every  case,  had  made  the 
examination  of  the  schools  in  their  respective  parishes  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year,  for  their  kindness  in  giving  me  every  information  respecting  the 

state  and  character  of  the  schools.  I  must  also  say  that  I  obtained  considera- 
ble information  from  other  gentlemen,  friends  of  education,  who  were  good 
enough  to  give  me  all  the  assistance  they  could. 

The  secretary-treasurers  are,  as  a  rule,  competent  and  faithful  officers, 
but  I  must  say  that  there  are  several  who  have  not  yet  adopted  the  official 
system  of  book-keeping  as  ordered  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
I  notified  all  these  gentlemen  that  they  must  at  once  adopt  the  official 
system. 

The  schools  have  been  maintained  on  the  same  footing  as  last  year,  if 
we  except  the  teaching  of  industrial  drawing  and  book-keeping,  which  this 
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year  was  neglected  by  a  great  many  teachers.  The  reason  given  for  this, 
omission  is  that  as  the  teaching  of  these  subjects  was  only  exacted  by  the 
inspector,  and  as  no  visit  was  expected  from  him  this  year,  it  was  not  deemed 
necessary  to  teach  them. 

Mental  arithmetic  is  well  taught,  as  are  also  reading,  spelling  and. 
writing. 

There  is  a  singular  thing  which  I  noticed  in  several  schools  of  this^ 
district,  and  that  is  the  attempt  made  by  several  teachers  to  help  their 
pupils  to  answer  the  questions  asked  by  the  examiners,  by  whispering  in  their 
ears  or  by  signs  which  they  appear  to  think  are  unnoticed  by  the  inspector 
or  other  examiners.  I  was  obliged  frequently  to  call  attention  to  this  on  the 
spot  and  publicly.  These  young  ladies  thought,  no  doubt,  that  as  the  inspec- 
tor who  visited  the  schools,  was  a  stranger,  and  perhaps  not  long  in  the 
profession,  he  would  not  notice  it,  and  would  have  a  higher  idea  of  the  pro- 
ficiency  of  the  pupils ;  but  it  is  very  unbecoming  and  was  so  often  attempted 
that  I  mention  it  now  to  avoid  its  recurrence. 

The  school-houses  and  furniture  leave  much  to  be  desired,  notwith- 
standing the  repeated  requests  of  the  inspector  for  their  improvement. 
The  fact  of  a  great  many  of  these  houses  being  very  old  and  built  in  the 
old  style,  with  a  low  ceiling,  and  not  the  slightest  ventilation,  explains  how 
it  is  so  difficult  to  put  them  in  proper  condition.  Before  many  years  st^ve- 
ral  of  these  houses  will  have  to  be  renewed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
recent  regulations  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  respecting  the 
building  of  school  houses,  will  have  a  good  effect. 

In  several  municipalities  I  noticed  that  the  commissioners  carried, 
economy  to  stinginess,  but  as  I  have  given  you  all  these  details  in  thev 
bulletins,  I  will  not  repeat  them  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

« 

M.  T.  STENSON, 

School  Inspector^ 


127 


ME.  TETREADLT. 

[Translation.] 


Sis, 


LouiSEViiiLE,  17th  August,  1881. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  yon  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools 
in  my  district  for  the  year  ending  1st  July  last. 

My  statistical  table,  which  I  have  already  sent  you,  shows,  this  year,  a 
decrease  in  the  ntimber  of  children  attending  school.  This  decrease,  of  about 
siity,  is  due  to  thikfact  that  three  schools,  generally  in  operation,  were  closed 
the  whole  year  rou   ^ 


There  has  bSfn  no  change  of  any  consequence  in  the  state  of  the  schools 
lince  my  last  report.  Nevertheless,  progress,  although  slow,  as  a  rule,  in 
the  primary  schools,  is  still  continued. 

The  Industrial  College  at  Three  Rivers,  under  the  management  of  the 
Christian  Brothers,  the  most  important  of  the  schools  which  I  have  to 
inspect,  continues  to  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  From  five  to  six  hundred 
pupils  attend  it.  This  establishment  offers  great  advantages  to  poor  families 
whose  children  receive  there,  gratuitously,  good  religious  instruction,  and 
»good  commercial  education.  The  excellent  English  class  of  this  institu- 
tion is  highly  esteemed  and  well  patronized,  and  deservedly  so. 

At  the  boys'?  academy  in  Yamachiche,  I  did  not  find  the  classes  as 
mmierous  as  in  the  past.  This  is  due,  I  think,  to  the  fact  that  the  classes 
are  chiefly  com  posed  of  new  pupils ;  it  does  not,  however,  prevent  the  school 
from  continuing  to  be  on  a  good  footing. 

Of  the  six  schools  in  my  district,  those  of  Louiseville,  St.  L^on,  Pointe^ 
du-Lac,  Shawinigan,^and  Three  Rivers,  still  deserve  honourable  mention^ 
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I  place  them  all  five  in  the  same  rauk  for  efficiency.  The  sixth  of  these 
schools,  that  of  St.  S§vere,*^i8  not  above  the  level  of  a  good  primary  school ; 
and  in  saying  this  I  consider  I  am  doing  it  the  greatest  possible  justice. 
Since  I  have  been  in  office,  this  school  has  never  attained  ti;^  level  of  a  good 
model  school.  The  pupils  who  attend  it  are  not  old  eponh  to  profit  greatly 
from  a  course  of  superior  education,  but  I  must  say  {thai  several  of  the  sub- 
jects in  the  elementary  course  leave  much  to  be  desWel.  This  is,  perhaps, 
the  proper  time  to  say  that  the  primary  schools  of  this  ^^.rish  are  the  worst 
in  all  my  district,  and  are  really  painful  to  see. 

Two  primary  schools  in  my  district,  those  of  Messrs.  Maurice  Delfeglise 
at  Maskinong6,  and  Gk>defroi  Caron  at  Biviere  du  Loup,  deserve  to  be  placed 
on  the  same  level  as  the  best  of  the  model  schools  above  Mentioned.   They 


are  equal  to  them  in  every  respect. 
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The  other  ninety-four  primary  schools  may  be  .classed  as  follows: 
six  are  very  good ;  thirty  are  good ;  forty  are  more  or  less^'fuir,  and  eighteen 
leave  much  to  be  desired,  in  fact,  may  be  said  to  be  worthless.  In  these 
latter  eighteen  schools  the  teachers  are  changed  almost  every  year,  but 
without  any  benefit  to  anybody.  Such  miserable  salaries  are  paid  that  every 
year  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  close  the  school  or  engage  persons  who 
cannot  find  employment  in  other  parishes. 

The  branches  in  which  most  progress  have  been  made  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools  are  reading  and  writing,  on  which  I  have  little  to  say.  Arith- 
metic comes  next,  but  leaves  more  to  be  desired.  A  good  number  of  teachers 
want  to  go  too  quickly,  and  often  put  their  pupils  through  the  last  rules 
when  they  do  not  thoroughly  understand  the  first  four  compound  rules. 

Geography  is  pretty  well  taught.  The  work  of  the  pupils  is  rendered 
easier  by  the  use  of  good  elementary  maps,  which  can  be  understood  by- 
children  of  all  ages. 

Drawing  shows  an  increase  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pupils.  This 
would  be  a  very  encouraging  result  if  this  biranch  were  better  taught 
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I,  he  wever,  notice,  with  pleasure,  that  all  the  teachers  have  begun  to  study 
it,  and  make  every  effort  to  qualify  themselves  to  teach  it. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  agriculture  also  shows  an  increase  of  one  hun. 
dred.     I  find  no  opposition  to  the  teaching  of  this  branch,  or  of  drawing. 

Little  has  been  done  in  book-keeping  in  the  primary  schools.  On  the 
other  hand,  this  branch  showed  signs  of  better  care  in  the  model  schools. 

G-rammar  and  history  are  studied  by  a  good  number  of  children,  but  in 
the  elementary  schools  a  very  small  number  learn  it  with  profit,  especially 
amongst  the  boys.  The  majority  do  not  go  beyond  the  verbs,  and  often  do 
not  go  so  far.  The  little  time  during  which  they  attend  school,  and  their 
want  of  assiduity  do  not  allow  of  their  doing  more. 

The  school-houses  everywhere,  with  few  exceptions,  are  clean  and 
in  good  condition,  and  I  might  say,  that  almost  all  are,  at  least,  in  fair  order 
if  they  had  the  necessary  space  for  the  comfort  of  both  pupils  and  teachers. 
But  it  will  take  many  years  before  this  result  is  attained.  Several  of  these 
houses  have  been  enlarged  since  two  years,  but  for  the  less  urgent  cases,  we 
must  wait  until  more  nec^essary  repairs  give  us  an  opportunity  of  putting 
the  law  into  force. 

I  found  very  few  schools  in  which  the  teachers  were  insufficiently  sup- 
plied, and  in  most  instances  where  this  was  the  case,  it  was  owing  to  the 
neglect  of  the  secretary-treasurer  to  send  the  articles  to  the  schools. 

Several-  municipalities,  amongst  others  St.  Justin  and  St.  Etienne,  have 
heavy  arrears  in  rates.  In  the  former  this  is  due  to  the  negligence  and  cul- 
pability of  the  secretary-treasurer,  who  pays  no  heed  to  the  orders  of  the 
school  commissioners.  In  the  latter  the  arrears  go  back  to  about  twelve  years. 
All  the  country  places  felt  the  effect  of  the  hard  times,  and  the  rate-payers, 
who  were  indt^ted,  have  left  for  foreign  parts,  leaving  behind  them  farms, 

which,  if  sold,  would  not  bring  enough  to  pay  the  law  costs.    In  order  not 
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to  make  the  teachers  suffer,  loans  have  been  effected.     It  seems  to  me  that  a. 
very  simple  and  effective   way  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  accumulation  ot 
arrears  would  be  tojwithhold  the  grant  from  the  municipalities  in  default. 
Every  one  would  gain  by  it,  and  no  one  could  complain. 

The  teachers  are,  as  afrule,  paid  punctually,  except  those  in  St.  Justin, 
where  these  useful  public  servants  are  sometimes  obliged  to  obtain  their  due 
with  difficulty  and  in  insignificant  sums. 

Complaints  are  still  made  that  the  children  lose  a  great  deal  of  time. 
This  is  unfortunately  true,  and  the  remedy  for  this  evil  is,  to  a  certain  extent^ . 
in  the  hands  of  the  teacher.    An  able  and  devoted  teacher  has  very  seldom 
to  complain  in  this  respect ;  he  has  a'thousaud  ways  of  making  children  like 

school. 

One  of  the  means  which  I  have  seen  the  most  successfully  employed 
is  the  system  of  rewarding  the  children  daily  by  good  marks.  While  the 
teacher  keeps  his  book  of  good  marks,  these  good  marks,  printed  on. 
card. ,  indicating  their  number,  are  distributed  to  the  children  every  day 
according  to  their  work  and  application.  It  forms  a  daily  report  which 
the  child  takes  home  to  his  parents  every  evening.  This  inexpensive 
system  has  the  effect  of  making  the  children  work  hard,  and  deserves  atrial 
everywhere. 

The  school  commissioners  everywhere  are  zealous,  and  display  great 
good  will  in  carrying  out  the  law.  The  settlement  of  the  difficulty  in  con- 
nection with  the  parish  of  St.  Ursule,  has  removed  the  only  exception  to  the 
rule  which  has  arisen  since  I  have  been  in  office. 

I  notice  in  a  portion  of  the  teachers  of  my  district  the  same  continued 
zeal  and  perseverance  in  performing  the  important  duties  of  their  office,  and 
I  am  pleased  to  say,  the  same  progress.  I  would  like  to  add  that  they  are 
better  paid  than  in  the  past.  If  the  spirit  of  routine  still  prevails  in  too 
many  of  the  schools,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  in  no  case  can  the 
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want  of  saccess  be  attribated  to  the  idleness  or  ill  will  of  the  teacher.  'What 
the  teachers  paTticularly  require  is  special  training. 

I  have  no  complaintB  to  make  against  the  secretary-treasurers  with 
respect  to  the  keeping  of  their  accounts.  If  some  do  not  keep  their  books 
elegantly,  they  all  keep  them  honestly. 

I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  several  good  teachers  who  have  abandoned 

their  country  to  seek  in  the  Canadian  schools  of  the  United  States,  or  the 

factories  in  New  England,  that  subsistence  which  their  ungrateful  profes- 
sion refused  them  here.     I  have  also  noticed  with  regret,  lately,  that  three 

young  male  teachers  from  my  parish,  holding  diplomas  from  the  Normal 

School,  have  left  for  Manitoba,  where  they  are  engaged  at  a  salary  of  three 

hundred  dollars  per  annum.     Here,  it  is  painful  for  me  to  have  to  say  it,  I 

could  not  get  for  these  masters  a  salary  of  two  hundred  dollars,  which  they 

would  have  been  glad  to  accept. 

This  is  perhaps  the  proper  time  to  inquire  whether  it  would  not  be 
advisable  to  set  apart,  for  the  instruction  of  those  who  are  already  teaching, 
a  certain  sum  annually,  in  order  to  organize  during  the  holidays  a  course  of 
lectures  which,  although  it  would  only  extend  over  one  or  two  months, 
would,  nevertheless,  be  of  great  benefit  to  many  teachers,  and  be  produc- 
tive of  much  good.  I  am  convinced  that  a  few  thousand  dollars  expended 
for  that  purpose  would  be  a  good  investment. 

Amongst  the  masters  who  appear  to  me  to  have  been  the  most  success* 
fol,  I  would  mention  Messrs.  Maurioe  Del^gliae  and  Godefroi  Caron,  of  whom 
I  have  already  spoken,  andElie  Tremblay  and  Ernest  fiiagnau,  both  of  Riviere 
du  Loup.  Amongst  the  school-mistresses  who  have  distinguished  them- 
selves, I  would  luention  the  Misses  Clara  Bechard  and  Philomene  Jalbert, 
at  St.  Leon,  Elise  Lapierre  and  Evangeline  Laperriere,  at  Shawinigan,  Elise 
Daveluy,  atPointe  du  Lac,  C61ina  Yoisard,  at  Siviere  du  Loup,  and  Alphon- 
sine  Giroux,  in*  the  Banlieue  of  Three  Rivers.  Several  of  these  teachers 
deserve  twice  the  salary  they  receive. 
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These  are  the  few  remarks  I  have  thought  necessary  to  add  to  the  infer- 
mation  already  given  you  in  my  bulletins. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

AMB.  TETREAULT. 
^  School  Inspector. 


MR.  THOMPSON. 

Leeds,  31st  August,  1881. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  my  report  and  statistical  table  for  the 
year  1880-81. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  but  few  changes  as  to  the  figures  since 
last  year.  I  found  only  seventy -six  schools  in  operation  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  seventy-nine  last  year.  There  was  a  decrease  of  thirty-four 
in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school,  while  the  average  attendance  re- 
mained about  the  same.  With  only  a  few  exceptions,  I  visited  all  the  schools 
in  my  district  twice  during  the  year.  A  number  of  these  schools  have  beea 
in  operation  only  four  months.  It  is  customary  for  the  school  commissioners 
to  divide  the  scholastic  year  into  two  terms  of  four  months  each,  the  winter 
term  beginning  in  December,  and  ending  in  April.  The  summer  term 
usually  begins  in  the  month  of  June  and  ends  in  October.  I  consider  this 
a  very  bad  system,  especially  where  the  teacher  is  changed  (as  is  often  the 
case)  at  the  expiration  of  every  term  of  four  months.  There  are  in  my  dis- 
trict  of  inspection  fourteen  male  and  fifty-seven  female  teachers.  They  were, 
with  one  exception,  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  all  provided  with  diplomas.  I 
have  classified  these  seventy-one  teachers  as  follows  :  About  twenty  have 
acquitted  themselves  with  distinction ;  thirty  are  good  ;  ten  indifferent ;  and 
eleven  very  inferior.    Nine  of  these  teachers  are  former  pupils  of  the  McGrill 
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Normal  School,  and  are  much  superior  to  the  others  as  regards  their  method 
of  teaching. 

Of  the  seventy-six  schools  which  I  inspected  during  the  past  year,  three 
are  in  the  County  of  Dorchester,  one  in  the  County  of  Beauce,  forty-seven 
in  the  County  of  Megantic,  two  in  the  County  of  Wolfe,  and  twenty-three 
in  the  County  of  Compton. 

I  report  only  one  Academy,  viz.,  the  one  at  Inverness,  which  was  very 
successfully  taught  during  the  past  year  by  Mr.  Gr.  H.  Howard  of  Montreal. 
There  was  an  attendance  last  winter  of  fifty-two  pupils,  and  the  elementary 
school  in  connection  therewith  was  attended  by  twenty-six,  making  a  total 
of  seventy-eight.  There  are  only  two  Model  Schools  in  my  district,  one  at 
Leeds,  the  other  at  Maple  G-rove  in  the  Municipality  of  South  Ireland. 

The  elementary  schools,  which  I  would  recommend  being  classed  as 
Model  Schools,  and  which  have  for  some  years  past  been  taught  by  Mo4el 
School  teachers,  are  those  of  Gould  Village,  in  the  Municipality  of  Ling- 
wick  ;  Scotstown,  in  the  Municipality  of  Hampden,  and  Stornaway,  in  the 
Municipality  of  South  Winslow. 
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Statement  of  the  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  of  education  as 
compared  with  last  year  : 


Number  of  municipalities 

»'      schools  in  operation 

"    pupils 

Ayenige  attendance 

Komber  of  pupils  writing 

**  Learning  arithmetic 

mental  arithmetic . . . . 


II 


ti 


«(i 


a 


"        book-keeping 
mathematics . . 
mensuration.. 


u 


it 


It 


It 


It 


"        Encrlish  grammar. . . . 
French 


{( 


(( 


"        analysis, 


"        composition 
"        geography. . , 

«        history 

«        drawing . . . . 
Number  of  dissentient  schools. . . 


It 


u 


It 


«      pupilf 

A  verage  attendance , 


1879-80 


20 

79 

2145 

1669 

1390 

1828 

'  907 

136 

110 

46 

652 

52 

200 

362 

689 

602 

109 

9 

218 

156 


20 

77 

2111 

1649 

1373 

1305 

760 

173 

62 

15 

668 

54 

144 

385 

806 

702 

145 

10 

235 

176 


1880-81  Increase. 


37 


16 


23 

117 

100 

36 

1 

17 

21 


Decrease. 


2 
34 
20 
17 
23 
147 


48 
30 


56 


The  progress  made  in  most  of  the  schools  during  the  year  compared 
favorably  with  previous  years.  The  change  in  the  method  of  examining 
candidates  for  diplomas  has  had  a  good  effect.  One  result  is  that  English 
and  Canadian  history  are  more  successfully  taught. 
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As  a  rale,  the  school  commissioners  are  attentive  to  their  duties,  and 
the  secretary-treasurers  are  reliable  and  efficient. 

The  new  bulletins,  of  inspection  which  I  have  only  lately  received  from 
the  Department,  will  contain  the  necessary  information  in  ^regard  to  each 
school,  and  will  relieve  me  from  the  necessity  of  giving,  in  this  report,  a 
detailed  account  of  each  particular  municipality. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


Wm.  THOMPSON, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  TRBMBLAY. 


[Transfation,] 


Grande  Vall^e,  30th  August,  1881. 

Oonnty  of  Gtnspk. 


Sib, 


'  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in  the 

district  of  Q-asp^  for  the  two  terms  of  the  year  1880-81,  up  to  the  SOth  of 
\     Jmie  last. 

I  sincerely  regret  to  have  to  state  the  deplorable  fact  that  already  several 

schools  are  closed,  and  that,  before  long,  many  others  will  be  also  closed, 

I      -owing  to  the  constant  decrease  of  the  grant,  and  particularly  the  taking 

«way  one-half  of  the  fund  in  aid  of  poor  municipalities.     By  diminishing 
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the  source  we  diminish  the  stream  ;  this  speaks  for  itself  and  requires  no 
comment,  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  fatal  tendency  towards  destroying* 
primary  education.  This  action,  however  fatal  it  may  be,  has,  perhaps,  some 
reason  to  justify  it  but  the  consequence  will  be  none  the  less  disastrous,  for 
it  is  patent  and  undeniable.  Is  it  really  an  economy  to  endeavor  to  have 
cheap  education ;  to  take  away  precisely  where  we  ought  to  add  ?  Then  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  an  intelligent,  able  and  hard-working  officer- 
to  accomplish  the  work,  while  he  is  deprived  of  the  greatest  auxiliary.  While 
admitting  that  the  child  at  school,  as  well  as  man  in  society,  requires  the 
stimulant  of  a  reward  to  keep  up  his  courage,  it  would  still  be  far  better  to 
do  away  with  the  prizes  and  re-establish  the  supplementary  grant,  and  even, 
to  increase  it  considerably. 

In  1878,  I  stated  that  the  grant  in  aid  of  primary  schools  should  be 
considerably  increased,  especially  that  portion  devoted  to  poor  municipali- 
ties. This  increased  fund  under  the  judicious  management  of  the  Council  of" 
Public  Instruction,  which,  by~means  of  proper  reports,  would  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  examine  into  details  which  the  general  law  cannot  penetrate,  would 
be  productive  of  much  good.  In  1876,  I  stated  that  if  the  Government 
contributed  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  people,  in  a  short  time  education 
would  attain  the  level  you  so  strongly  and  properly  desired ;  let  the  Q-overn- 
ment  sacrifice  some  material  advantage  to  the  cause  of  education,  to  the  cause^ 
of  intellectual  progress,  which  is  the  best  method  of  getting  the  youth  of 
the  country  to  become'attached  to  the  soil,  and  thus  prevent  this  alarming- 
emigration  which  is  the  source  of  so  much  sorrow 

As  regards  this  portion  of  the  G-aspe  District  which  I  inhabit,  which  I 
have  inspected  for  the  past  twenty-five  years,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
enter  into  details,  to  call  attention  to  many  defects,  which,  in  a  word,  are  bat 
the  result  of  one  cause  :  the  want  of  means.  Let  the  G-overnment  complete 
the  work  which  it  has  so  well  commenced,  and  everything  will  be  done  a& 
required  by  the  legislature.  All  my  colleagues  may,  with  reason,  repeat  that, 
in  general  throughout  this  province,  the  population,  while  being  well 
disposed,  is  too  scattered  and  too  poor  to  do  more  than  it  now  does  for  its. 
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schools.    The  object  in  view  is  not  attained  in  the  primary  schools,  the 
fomidation  of  every  system  of  education. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

THOMAS  TEEMBLAY, 

School  Inspector. 


ME.  VIEN. 
[  Translation  ] 


Sm, 


I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report,  together  with  my  grand 
I  statistical  table. 

'  It  would  be  very  pleasant  for  me  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  school  year  just 
ended  had  been  an  entire  success,  but  I  must  deprive  myself  of  this  pleasure. 
in  order  to  be  consistent  with  the  truth,  which,  I  know,  you  want  to  hear^ 

I  must  specially  mention  the  convent  of  St.  Joseph,  in  which  119pupil9 

tre  taught:  the  college  and  convent  of  Ste.  Marie  ;  in  the  former  116  pupis, 

Bnd  in  the  latter  135  pupils,  are  taught.  These  institutions  are  of  the  greatest 

benefit  to  the  youth'Jof  my  district,  and  it  is  my  duty  in  this,  my  official 

I:  leport,  to  inform  the  province  that  in  no  other  establishment  has  it  better 

;  servants.    The  members  of  these  instiiutions  are  indefatigable  and  energetic 

I  in  their  efforts. 

I 

The  convent  of  St.[Sylv ester,  also,  gives  great  satisfaction,  but  this  year 
I  was  unable  to  visit  it,  as  a  terrible  disease,  diphtheiia,  broke  out  in  it  15k 
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days  before  my  visit,  and  the  schools  had  to  be  closed.     Fortunately,  they 
were  re-opened  three  weeks  afterwards. 

I  have  also  much  pleasure  m  acknowledgidg  the  merits  of  Mr.  E.  O. 
Legendre,  teacher  at  St.  Francis  ;  his  school  is  on  a  good  footing  and  works 
well.  Studious  young  men  from  the  adjoining  parishes  attend  it,  and  at  the 
«nd  of  the  year,  all  express  their  intention  of  returning  to  it  in  the  month 
of  September  following. 

Besides  the  above-mentioned  institutions,  which  I  may  designate  as 
model  ones,  the  other  schools  of  my  district  are  classed  as  follows ; 

42  are  very  much  to  be  commended ;  amongst  the  best  are  those  of  the 
Misses  A.  Marcotte,  of  St.  Pierre  de  Broughton,  Mathilde  Q-erand  of  St. 
Joseph,  Leob§  Beaudoin,  of  St  Ephrem,  0.  Blais  of  St.  Elz6ar,  V.  Lessard, 
of  Sacr6  Cceur  de  J6sus,  E.  Chabot,  E.  Eraser,  Jane  Milne  and  EUea 
Donahoe  of  St.  Sylvester,  Georgina  Lalibertfe,  of  St.  Honor6,  and  Sophie 
Martineau,  of  St.  Come  de  Kenfebec. 

I  have  to  call  your  attention,  in  passing,  to  the  municipality  of  St. 
Sylvester.  You  will  recollect  that  barely  two  years  ago,  this  municipality- 
had  no  primary  schools  ;  the  commissioners  had  no  valuation  or  assessment 
rolls,  and,  as  the  voluntary  contributions  were  not  paid,  as  the  law  requires 
in  such  cases,  you  were  compelled  to  withhold  the  annual  grant  Now,  out 
of  eight  schools,  five  are  very  commendable,  and  I  must  in  justice  attribute 
this  happy  result  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Neville,  the  able  curi  of  this  parish. 

41  other  schools  are  tolerable,  not  that  they  have  given  much  satisfac- 
tion, but  because  the  reason  of  their  not  having  done  better  lies  more  with. 
the  local  management  than  with  the  teachers. 

56  teachers  are  quite  useless,  and  are  very  little  credit  to  their  profession. 
Several  of  them  have  no  diplomas,  and  the  others  do  not  deserve  to 
hold  one ;  and  still  they  do  so.  This  is  very  painful  for  the  present  and. 
-discouraging  for  the  future. 
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To  resume,  5  schools  are  on  an  excellent  footing  ;  42  are  not  so  much 
so,  but  are  very  commendable ;  41  are  tolerable,  and  56  ar^  inferior  or  bad, 
and  four  were  closed. 

I  have  this  year  again  to  deplore  the  fact  that  too  many  schools  are 
•confided  to  incapable  teachers.  In  these  schools  the  mistresses  pass  all  their 
time  in  getting  lessons  recited  by  heart.  They  make  children  from  6  to  7 
yetTs  of  age  learn  the  cathechism,  and  the  older  ones  grammar,  without 
giving  them  a  single  word  of  explanation ;  geography,  also,  is  taught  with- 
out maps,  and  woe  to  the  pnpil  who  skips  one  word  !  As  to  history,  they 
follow  the  same  system,  and  when  they  want  the  pupils  to  write,  they  say : 
^'write,"  and  pass  their  time,  more  frequently,  in  anything  but  superintend- 
ing  their  pupils.     As  to  the  other  branches,  they  follow  the  same  method. 

In  my  viaits  I  have  often  asked  the  teachers  what  books  they  studied, 
what  author  on  achool  training  they  read,  and  I  have  often  been  answered : 
""We  have  no  work  on  school-training,  and  no  books  to  study." 

With  such  facia  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  if  we  see  many  teachers  still 
ttriring  to  fatigue  the  memory  of  their  pupils,  without  ever  seeking  to 
ivelop  their  intellects. 

So  much  for  the  teaching  staff  of  my  district. 


Local  Management  of  Schools. 

This  is  certainly  not  perfect ;  in  the  first  part  too  little  is  paid,  and  what 
M  promised  is  badly  paid. 

Thus,  last  Yarch,  I  noticed  that  some  municipalities  had  just  paid  the 
fciJance  due  the  teachers  for  the  previous  year,  and  had  not  paid  anything 
the  current  year.  Is  it  not  shameful  for  a  municipality,  composed  of  rate- 
yere  who  are  worth  from  |5,000  to  $10,000,  to  pay  from  $40  to  $70  to  its 
tchers,  and,  moreover,  to  make  them  wait  for  a  year  before  they  receive 
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this  miserable  pittance  ?   I  have  pointed  these  facts  out  to  you,  and  I  hope 
they  will  not  be  repeated. 

My  bulletins  will  give  you  every  other  information  respecting  my 
schools.  I  will  conclude  this  report  by  telling  you  how  I  perform  my  inspec* 
tion. 

• 

When  I  enter  a  school  I  ask  the  teacher  to  show  me  the  curriculum,  and 
how  the  time  is  divided  (few  can  do  so).  I  take  notes  as  to  the  age  of  each 
pupil,  and  the  number  of  years  he  has  passed  at  school.  I  ascertain  how  he 
has  attended,  by  the  diary,  I  make  inquiries  as  to  his  conduct  ,and  then  I  beg 
the  teacher  to  go  on  with  her  class  as  usual,  but  I  specify  what  subjects  she 
is  to  proceed  with. 

» 

After  the  examination,  if  necessary,  I  distribute  prizes  for  punctuality, 
good  conduct,  application,  &c.  Then  I  make  some  remarks,  if  I  think  the 
teachers  can  derive  any  benefit  from  them.  If  I  think  it  would  only  be  lost 
time  and  would  take  too  long,  I  advise  her  to  go  to  the  Laval  Normal  School 
for  a  couple  of  years,  assuring  her  that  there  she  would  be  instructed  in 
every  detail  of  the  proper  working  of  a  school.  Then  I  withdraw,  more  or 
less  satisfied,  as  the  school  is  more  or  less  satisfactory ;  but  I  must  say  that 
I  am  very  seldom  perfectly  happy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

a.  S.  VIEN, 

School  Inspector. 

Lauzon  Village,  28th  July,  1881. 
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MB.  EMBEBSON 


Resigned,  owing  to  ill  health,  and  made  no  report. 


MR.  BOIVIN 


Sent  in  no  report. 
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LAVAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


[Translation,] 

Sir, 

f 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  oh  the  Laval  Normal  School, 

One  hundred  and  twelve  pupils  followed  the  course  during  the  school 
year  1880-81,  namely : 

52  male  pupil-teachers,  10  of  whom  were  day  boarders 

60  female  pupil-teachers. 

^^^^^  •■ 

112 
In  the  department  of  the  male  pupil-teachers,  143  finished  the  year 

5  in  the  academy, 
,  16  in  the  first  division, 

23  in  the  second  division. 

43 

Of  this  number  35  received  diplomas : 

5  for  academies. 
14  "   model  schools. 
16   "    primary  schools. 

35 
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In  the  department  of  female  pupil-teachers,  55  finished  the  year. 

25  in  the  first  division, 
30  in  the  second  divison. 

55 

Of  this  number,  44  received  diplomas. 

23  for  model  schools, 
21  for  primary  schools. 

44 

To  resume : 

112  pupils  attended  the  school, 
98  finished  the  year, 
79  received  diplomas  : 

5  for  academies,  * 
37  for  model  schools, 
87  for  primary  schools. 

79 

Three  hundred  and  seventeen  children  attended  the  model  schools 
attached. 

115  boys, 
202  girls. 

817 

During  the  course  of  the  year  which  has  just  ended,  we  carefully  fol- 
lowed, as  in  the  past,  the  branches  prescribed  by  our  curriculum,  endeavor- 
ing to  give  to  each  more  or  less  earnest  attention,  according  to  the  degree  of 
its  intrinsic  value,  or  the  state  of  preparation  of  the  pupils  when  they 
arrived. 
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I  have  but  to  congratnlate  myself  on  the  intelligent  zeal  displayed  by 
the  teachers  in  performing  their  share  of  labor  in  the  eminently  patriotic 
work  of  the  education  of  youth. 

Developing  the  senses  by  intuition,  the  intellect  by  the  acquisition  of 
deas,  the  will  by  impelling  it  towards  the  good  ;  nothing  was  neglected. 

In  order  to  succeed  in  this  treble  education,  physical,  intellectual,  and 
moral,  we  thought  proper  to  devote  a  rather  considerable  time  to  pedagogical 
studies,  to'which  we  added  an  element  of  psychology,  in  order  to  give  them 
a  more  solid  foundation. 

The  enlightened  teacher  must,  of  necessity,  study  to  learn  the  faculties 
of  the  human  soul  if  he  wishes  his  labor  to  produce  abundant  fruit ;  and  to 
do  this  he  must  not  grope  in  the  dark.  For  what,  in  fact,  is  education,  but 
a  development  of  the  faculties,  and  how  can  \\re  develop  faculties  if  we  do 
not  know  what  they  are  ?  The  human  soul  is  a  field  which  requires  to  be 
cultivated,  but,  before  beginning  to  do  so,  and  to  bury  the  precious  seed  in  the 
earth,  the  intelligent  farmer  commences  by  studying  the  nature  of  the  soil 
under  his  feet. 

If  the  teachers  have  amply  done  their  duty,  the  pupils,  on  their  side,  have 
not  neglected  theirs.  They  have  applied  themselves  to  study  witlj  an  ardor, 
a  perseverance,  I  may  say,  which  was  more  than  conscientious.  The  con- 
sequence has  been  that  they  have  made  perceptible  progress,  and  for  the 
great  majority,  success  has  crownf^d  their  application  and  their  efforts,  for 
79  out  112  obtained  diplomas.  Although  this  progress  has  been  remarkable 
in  every  branch,  I  must,  however,  point  out,  amongst  all  the  others^ 
ornamental  drawing,  and  the  art  of  speaking  and  writing  the  French 
language  correctly. 

"We  did  not  content  ourselves  with  inspiring  the  pupils  with  a  taste  for 
study,  we  endeavored  also  to  inculcate  the  love  of  what  is  good.  With  intelli^ 
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:gent  and  moral  education  comes  the  acquisition  of  ideas,  of  virtues,  tho 
Christian,  civil  and  social  virtues. 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  our  younjj  people  should  be  educated,  they  should 
>»l80  be  modest,  well-bred,  and  virtuous. 

It  is  not  sufficient  to  introduce  light  into  their  sonls,  warmth  must  also 
enter :  and  the  great  evil  of  the  age  is  that  the  child  is  given  light  and  not 
warmth  ;  we  develoj^  his  intellect  and  neglect  his  heart.  He  may  be  told 
of  what  are  called  the  civic  virtues,  but  nothing  is  now  said  of  the  super- 
natural and  divine  virtues,  the  virtues  properly  so  called.  Hence  arises  a 
want  of  equilibrium  between  the  two  powers  of  the  soul  ;  the  intellect  and 
the  heart.  These  two  powors,  which  are  like  the  two  focuses  of  the  ellipsis, 
no  longer  correspond.  This  evil  is  spreading  to  the  whole  of  society  and  the 
whole  moral  world  is  becoming  indifierent. 

I 

The  human  soul  may  be  compared  |to  a  Christian  temple.  The  heart, 
the  will,  is  the  sanctuary,  the  Holy  of  Holies.  The  magnificent  colonnades, 
rich  porticos,  immense  naves,  the  five  doors  which  give  entrance  are  the 
external  and  internal  senses,  the  intellect,  with  its  wonderful  faculties.  But 
what  would  become  of  this  temple  if  you  removed  the  sanctuary  ?  It 
would  no  longer  be  of  any  use,  for  it  was  for  that  end  that  all  the  rest 
was  made.  And  likewise  what  would  become  of  the  development  of  the 
«enses  and  of  the  intellect,  if  the  heart  were  not  educated,  if  it  were  not 
impelled  towards  what  is  good,  if  it  were  not  controlled  by  a  firm  and  en- 
lightened will  ?  It  would  be  as  a  powerful  weapon  in  the  hands  of  wicked 
men,  which  no  longer  serves  for  good  but  lor  evil. 

And  now,  it  we  consider  the  education,  not  of  a  young  man,  but  of  a 
young  woman,  this  truth  becomes  all  the  more  apparent.  A  woman  with- 
out a  moral  and  religious  edu3ation  would  be  a  monster.  Imagine  her  at 
the  head  of  a  family  or  of  a  school,  and  you  will  soon  find  that  all  moral 
force  in  society  is  destroyed  It  would  be  the  greatest  of  evils  for  the  maxim  ; 
<orruptio  optimi  pessima  is  always  true. 
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Permit  me  to  pay  here  a  well  merited  tribute  of  praise  to  the  Reverend 
Uisuline  ladies,  who  are  in  charge  of  the  female  pupil-teachers. 

The  intention  of  the  Government  in  establishing  ^Normal  schools  was 
undoubtedly  to  raise  the  intellectual  and  moral  level  of  our  country  popu- 
lation. In  order  to  attain  this  end  it  conceived  the  happy  idea  of  confiding 
the  education  of  young  school  mistresses  to  a  religious  community,  which^ 
during  two  centuries,  has  inspired  in  the  bosoms  of  our  best  Oanadiaa 
families  the  love  of  the  right,  the  practice  of  Christian  virtues,  habits  of  good 
order  and  good  society.     It  could  not  have  made  a  better  selection. 

During  the  twenty-four  years  that  the  Laval  Normal  School  has  existed, 
hundreds  of  school-mistresses,  trained  in  the  Ursuline  convent,  have  given 
to  our  country  people  the  benefit  of  those  good  qualities  which|they  acquired 
there. 

The  good  done  by  this  means  is  incalculable,  and  I  am  happy  to  be 
able  to  add  that  I  find,  every  day,  occasion  to  rejoice  at  having  such  worthy 
assistants  as  these  Ladies,  in  the  task  of  educating  youth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.. 

P.  LAGACf:,  Priest, 

Principal 

Quebec,  11th  Aug.,  1881. 
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JACQUES-CARTIER  NORMAL  SCOHOOL 


[  Translation,] 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  my  report  on  the  state  and  progress,  of  the^ 
Jacqnes  Cartier  Normal  School  for  the  year  1880-81. 

1 

This  year  we  admitted  76  pupils,  39  old,  and  37  new  ones. 

As  an  exception  to  previons  years,  14  were  day*scholars.  They  had  bee^ 
prepared  by  our  former  pupils  >yho  are  now  teaching  in  the  city,  and  lived 
with  their  parents. 

All  these  pupils  were  classed  as  follows : — 

Preparatory  class 20 

Elementary  c!  ass 36 

Model  School  class 13 

Academy  class , 7 


II 

Several  have  left  school,  some  owing  to  ill-health,  others  because  they 
appeared  to  have  no  aptitude  for  teaching. 


nc 


At  the  end  of  the  year  I  recommended  : — 

1.  For  the  academy  diplomas,  7  candidates,  3  old  and  4  new  pupils. 

2.  For  normal  school  diplomas,  8  candidates,  1  old  and  7  new  pupils. 

3.  For  primary  school  diplomas,  14  candidates,  making  in  all  29  diplo- 
mas which  you  were  pleased  to  grant. 


Ill 

Some  of  these  gentlemen  have  already  found  situations  ;  the  others  are 

looking  for  employment,  or  intend  re^Airning   to  school  to  get  a  higher 
diploma. 

I  have  nothing  but  praise  to  award  for  the  work  and  good  will  of  all 
the  school.  Unfortunately,  this  year,  also,  could  not  be  a  full  one,  as  I  was 
obliged  to  delay  the  entrance  of  the  pupils  for  a  considerable  period,  owing 
to  repairs  in  the  dormitories. 

The  general  health  has  been  good.  This  year,  as  last,  I  noticed  a 
marked  decrease  m  those  slight  ailments  which  always  occur  durinar  the 
course  of  the  year. 

Since  the  Q-overnment  has  had  a  good  fence  placed  around  our  grounds, 
we  have  been  spared  the  inconvenience  we  had  to  suffer  last  year.  We  are 
quite  at  home  and  have  room,  which  I  would  like  to  see  larger,  to  practice 
horticulture,  as  soon  as  the  Government  will  have  the  ground  drained  and 
ploughed. 

IV 

The  school  exhibition  and  teachers'  meeting,  are  events  which  will  leave 
their  mark  on  the  history  of  our  primary  education.    To  you  is  due  the 
honor  of  having  initiated  them.     You,  as  mu^h  as  any  one,  worked  out  the 
•^details,  felt  the  fatigue  and  shared  th3  disappointments  they  occasioned* 
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I  said  disappoinimenis.  Now  they  are  forgotten.  You  gave  the  example 
of  patience  in  8npi)orting  them,  and  kindness  in  forgetting  them.  T  am 
happy  that  I  followed  your  example,  in  spite  of  provocation,  which  I  will 
refrain  from  mentioning. 

I  now  retain,  of  the  exhibition  and  meeting,  but  a  pleasant  recollection, 
and  valuable  information  which  will,  sooner  or  later,  be  of  use  to'  the 
province. 


I  can  but  congratulate  myself  upon  the  agreement  made  with  the  Peres 
Oblats  for  the  school  of  La  Maltrise  St.  Pierre,  This  school  was  largely 
attended,  but  I  was  unable  to  admit  all  who  applied.  1  had  to  send  some 
to  the  Normal  School,  where  I  opened  classes  in  the  basement,  and  I  was,  in 
consequence,  obliged  to  admit  as  boarders  some  children  whose  parents 
resided  at  a  distance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

H.  A.  B.  VERREAU,  Priest, 

Principals 
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McGILL  NORMAL  SCHOOL 


Montreal,  June,  1881, 


Sir, 


It  becomes  my  duty  to  submit  a  report  of  the  24th  Session  of  the  McGill 
Normal  School.  In  so  doing,  I  shall  merely  give  a  brief  statement  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  past  year,  as  I  shall  take  it  for  granted  that  the  time  I 
occupied  in  the  preparation  of  my  last  report,  which  was  of  considerable 
length,  will  be  accepted  as  an  excuse  for  a  much  shorter  one  on  the  present 
occasion. 

\ 
"We  have  admitted  into  the  school  during  the  present  Session  126  pupils^ 

Sixty-six  of  these  were  from  Montreal,  and  sixty,  or  nearly  half,  were  from 

country  districts. 

Seven  entered  the  Academy  class,  35  the  Model  School  class,  and  84  the 
Elementary  School  class.  And  out  of  this  number  99  have  undergone  an. 
examination  during  the  past  four  weeks,  and  I  am  now  able  to  recommend 
to  the  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Instruction,  81  for  diplomas,  to 
teach  in  the  Province  of  Quebec ;  6  for  Academy  diplomas,  27  for  Model 
School  diplomas,  and  48  for  Elementary  School  diplomas. 

These  diplomas,  added  to  those  of  former  Sessions,  will  raise  the  whole 
number  issued  by  this  institution  to  1,416. 
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"With  reference  to  the  pupils  of  last  session  who  obtained  diplomas,  71 
in  number,  I  can  furnish  the  following  particulars.  Of  the  four  students  who 
obtained  Academy  diplomas,  three  have  been  teaching  during  the  whole  of 
present  session.  Of  those  who  obtained  Model  School  diplomas,  28  in  num« 
ber,  5  entered  the  Academy  class  to  study  for  a  higher  certificate,  16  obtained 
situations,  and  are  now  teaching ;  2  married ;  1  entered  the  McGill  University 
as  a  student,  and  the  remaining  five  intend  to  teach  during  the  coming 
session.  Of  those  who  secured  Elementary  School  diplomas,  88  in  number, 
22  returned  to  the  school  for  a  higher  certificate,  8  obtained  situations,  and 
of  the  remaining  8,  circumstances  have  prevented  me  from  obtaining  full 
particulars. 

Nothing  has  occurred  during  the  past  Session  deserving  of  special 
notice.  The  affairs  of  the  school  have  been  carried  on  in  a  quiet  and,  I 
trust,  profitable  manner ;  and  I  can  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  con« 
duct  of  the  young  persons  entrusted  to  our  care.  The  Model  Schools,  as 
usual,  have  maintained  their  efficiency,  and  remain  under  the  same  teachers 
as  last  year.  I  must  again  thank  the  gentlemen  who  labour  with  me  in 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  school.  The  result  of  the  efficient  instruction 
of  these  professors  is  seen  in  the  large  number  of  students  about  to  go  out 
as  teachers  in  the  province. 

The  Ministers  who  kindly  and  gratuitously  superintend  the  religious 
instruction  class,  deserve  the  best  thanks  of  the  friends  of  education,  for  the 
aid  they  render  us  in  this  respect ;  and,  in  conclusion,  I  am  glad  again  of 
an  opi)ortunity  to  thank  the  Normal  School  Committee  and  their  Chairman, 
Dr.  Dawson,  for  their  kind  attention  to  many  things  brought  before  their 
notice  daring  the  past  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

W.  H.  HICKS, 

Principal, 


I 


■i)n 
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POLYTECHNIC  SCHOOL  OF  MONTREAL 


[Translation.] 


Montreal,  27th  April  1881, 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  report  you  asked  for  in  your 
letter  No.  521  of  7th  of  April,  instant,  upon  the  Polytechnic  School  of 
Montreal. 

In  order  to  meet  the  wish  expressed  in  your  letter,  I  will  give  a  rough 
sketch  in  this  report  : 

1st.  Of  the  history  of  the  foundation  of  the  Polytechnic  School  of 
Montreal ; 

2nd.  Of  the  importance  and  use  these  schools  have  in  France  and  the 
other  countries  of  Europe  and  the  United  States ; 

3rd.  A  glance  at  the  course  of  studies  and  at  the  success  of  the  students 
in  school,  as  well  as  in  the  confidential  positions  many  already  hold ; 

4th.  The  proof  that  the  Polytechnic  School,  by  its  curriculum  and  by 
the  privileges  granted  it  by  the  Government,  answers  all  the  wants,  indus- 
trial as  well  as  scientific,  of  the  Province  ; 

5th.  The  financial  report  since  its  foundation  in  1873  ; 


o 
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6th.  Finally  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  four  propositions  that  I 
think  of  the  greatest  importance  in  order  to  give  the  institution  that  pres^ 
tige  which  all  such  institutions  ought  to  have. 

When  the  debate  took  place  in  1869  upon  the  bill  to  establish  a  tax  for 
the  support  of  the  Montreal  schools,  it  was  agreed  that  the  amount  derived 
from  such  tax  should  be  divided  between  Catholics  and  Protestants,  accord- 
ing to  the  proportion  of  the  property  held  by  each  religious  denomination  ; 
but  that  the  fund  for  superior  education  should,  in  the  future,  be  divided  in 
the  same  way  as  the  common  school  fund,  according  to  population.  This 
agreement  between  Catholics  and  Protestants  has  placed  a  large  sum  of 
money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Superintendent,  which  has  allowed  him  to  in- 
crease the  amount  granted  to  several  institutions  for  superior  education  and 
**  to  lay  aside  a  sum  of  $2,500  out  of  the  share  of  the  Catholic  institutions 
in  the  distribution  of  the  grant  for  superior  education,  for  establishing  a 
school  of  applied  sciences,  and  establishing  technological  coorses  in  con- 
nection with  Catholic  schools  in  Montreal  and  Quebec.  Application  has 
been  made  to  the  Laval  University  in  Quebec  and  to  other  institutions  in 
Montreal,  which  leads  me  to  hope  that  this  important  undertaking  will  be 
carried  out  before  very  long-"    {IJ 

The  Eeport  of 'the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  following  year 

■ 

1870  states  that  "  the  plan  of  establishing  schools  for  applied  sciences  in 
connection  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Institutions  of  Montreal  and  Quebec 
has  just  been  carried  out  in  the  latter  city,  by  the  opening  of  a  special 
course  of  science  applied  to  arts  and  industry  under  the  management  and 
superintendence  of  Laval  University.  This  course  begun  under  such  aus- 
pices has  every  guarantee  for  its  success  and  eflSciency." 

And  for  reasons  which  I  cannot  here  give,  but  which  I  know  to  be 
perfectly  honorable,  as  well  on  the  part  of  the  Laval  University  as  of  the 
Honorable  P.  J.  0.  Chauveau,  then  Minister  of  Pubic  Instruction,  this 
course  begun  under  such  good  auspices,  has  been  discontinued. 

[1]  Report  of  the  Minister  of  Ptiblic  Instruction  for  1879. 
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Honarable  GM6011  Onimet  in  his  Report  as  Minister  of  Public  Tnstnic- 
tixm  for  the  year  1872  and  part  of  1873,  i>age  IX,  thus  expresses  Tiimflelf : — 

"  There  is  anoihex  species  of  school  to  which  I  desire  to  draw  public 
••  attention.  It  is  sufficient  to  name  it  to  have  its  importance  recognized.  It 
"  is  a  school  of  science  applied  to  the  arts.  As  yet  there  is  none  in  existence 
•*  for  the  French  population  ;  my  predecessor  endeavoured  to  establish  one> 
"  bat  it  was  impossible  to  continue  it 

"  I  intesd  shortly  to  establish  a  school  of  this  kind  ibr  the  French 
^  Canadian  population,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  I  will  aao- 
ceed.  Up  to  this  time,  we  have  not  sufficiently  occupied  ourselves  with 
practical  and  industrial  schools,  in  which  the  mechanic,  engineer,  &c., 
"  could  practically  acquire  the  scientific  knowledge  required  in  the  career 
"  which  they  have  embraced.  Hence  the  small  number  of  young  men  who 
"  are  desirous  of  studying  engineering,  &c.,  or  any  other  career  in  which 
preliminary  practice  is  required.  These  professions  however  hold  out  now 
the  most  brilliant  future,  one  in  which  young  persons  can  always  make  a 
way  for  themselves  in  proportion  as  the  different  branches  of  industry  are 
multiplied,  and  require  competent  men  to  carry  them  on." 


t( 
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This  patriotic  idea  which  you  expressed  in  your  report  of  1872  was  fully 
tmderstood  by  the  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  Montreal,  who,  after 
Beriously  considering  the  question  at  their  sitting  of  the  7th  of  October,  1873, 
appointed  Messrs.  Peter  S.  Murphy  and  U.  E.  Archambault  to  see  you,  and 
find  out  and  discuss  the  conditions  upon  which  a  school  of  science  could  be 
eettblished  in  Montreal  by  connecting  it  in  some  ways  with  the  Commercial 
Academy. 

On  the  2l8t  November,  1878,  this  deputation  made  the  following  report 
o£  tiieir  mission  to  the  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  Montreal : — 

"*  We  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
**  Corporation  of  Roman  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Hon* 
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"  treal,  at  a  regular  meeting  held  the  7th  October,  instant,  for  the  purpose 

"  of  going  to  Quebec  to  confer  with  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  upon 

"  the  subject  of  establishing  an  industrial  school  at  Montreal,  have  the  honor 

"  to  propose  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  curriculum  of  studies,  and 

*'  the  establishment  of  the  said    school  upon   the  following  conditionsi 
*•  namely : 

"  On  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholic  School  Commissieners  of  Montreal, 

"  1st.  To  furnish  gratis  the  necessary  rooms  for  giving  the  lectures  at 
"  the  said  school  in  the  Catholic  Commercial  School  of  Montreal,  situated 
"  on  the  Plateau ; 

"  2nd.  To  engage  the  professors  and  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  said 
"  industrial  school,  such  as  furniture,  light,  fuel,  and  keeping  the  said  place 
"  in  repair,  but  the  engagement  of  the  professors  shall  be  ratified  by  the 
"  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  ; 

"  2rd.  To  provide  for  the  direction  of  the  said  school  through  the  prin- 
"  cipal  of  the  Catholic  Commercial  Academy  of  Montreal,  who  shall  be  of 
"  right  the  Director,  and,  as  such,  shall  make  a  report  to  the  Minister  of 
"  Public  Instruction  annually,  or  whenever  required,  upon  the  state  of  the 
"  school,  and  furnish  all  the  statistics  required  by  the  Minister  of  Public 
"  Instruction  or  by  the  School  Commissioners.  The  said  report  must  also 
"  show  that  all  the  money  paid  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
"  support  of  the  said  school  has  been  so  employed  for  the  said  object  upon 
**  the  terms  herein  specified  and  for  no  other  object ; 

*•  4th/All  the  scientific  apparatus  and  instruments,  mineralogical  collec** 
"  tions,  &c.,  as  well  as  all  works  purchased  with  government  money  for 
"  carrying  out  the  said  lectures,  shall  continue  to  be  the  property  of  the 
^  government,  and  shall  remain  at  the  said  Catholic  Commercial  School  of 
"  Montreal,  which  shall  have  the  exclusive  control  thereof 
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"  On  the  part  of  the  government : 

"  To  pay  annually  to  the  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  Montreal 
"  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  (|3,000),  of  which  at  least  a  sixth  (that 
"  is  five  hundred  dollars)  shall  be  set  apart  annually  for  the  maintenance 
"  and  repair  of  the  instruments  for  physics  and  the  laboratory  for  chemistry, 
**  the  purchase  of  new  instruments,  of  scientific  works,  mineralogical  coUec- 
*'  tions,  &c.,  &c.,  and  the  balance  for  professors'  salaries  in  the  said  industrial 
"  school. 

"  The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

^  "  (Signed,)  U.  E.  AKCHAMBAULT, 

P.  S.  MURPHY, 
Members  of  the  Committee. 


it 
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Quebec,  21st  October,  1873. 


Memorandum. — The  payments  shall   be  made  as  follows: — Three 

*'  thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  to  the  Roman  Catholic  School  Oommis- 

"  sioners  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  to  repay  the  said  Commissioners  the 
"  price  of  the  instruments  for  physics  and  the  laboratory  for  chemistry 
**  firom  the  ac<;umulated  funds  for  the  support  of  the  said  school,  as  soon  as 

"  the  present  conditions  shall  have  been  accepted  by  the  contracting  parties. 

••  The  annual  grant  of  three  thousand  dollars  shall  be  payable  every  year 

"  when  the  funds  for  superior  education  are  distributed. 

"Approved  2nd  November,  1873. 

(Signed,)        0£D£ON  OUIMET,  M.  P.  I." 

"After  reading  and  discussing  the  said  report,  it  was 

"  Resolved, — Upon   motion  of  Canon  LeBlanc,  seconded  by   Edward 
*•  Murphy,  Esq. : 

"  That  the  above  conditions  fully  meet  with  the  unanimous  approval 
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'^  of  this  Board,  and  that  a  school  of  sciences  applied  to  arts  shall  be  estab- 
"  lished  from  this  day  in  the  Catholic  Commercial  School  of  Montreal,  at 
"  the  Plateau,  upon  the  said  conditions." 

Then  followed  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Principal  of  the  Commer- 
cial Academy  to  have  the  curriculum  of  the  said  school  of  applied  sciences 
printed. 

The  conditions  and  the  curriculum  of  studies  adopted  by  the  contract- 
ing parties  were  ratified  by  au  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  November, 
1873.  This  Order  in  Council  will  be  found  on  page  X  of  the  Minister  of 
Public  iDstraction's  Report  for  1872-73,  and  part  of  1874t 

The  Minister  accompanied  the  said  Report  with  the  following  remarks  : 
"  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  I  have  at  last  established  a  school  of 
**  sciences  applied  to  arts,  or  rather  a  regular  polytechnic  school,  as  may  be 
"  seen  by  the  curriculum  of  instruction  received  by  the  students.  The 
"  Academy  which  the  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  Montreal  have 
"  removed  into  the  magnificent  building  known  as  the  Plateau  School,  has 
"  already  created  great  interest  in  the  young.  It  has  crowned  its  work 
"  by  oflFering  a  new  locality  and  the  professors  for  the  new  school  of  ap- 
"  plied  science.  I  then  had  a  conference  with  the  School  Commissioners 
"  and  concluded  with  them  an  agreement  which  was  ratified  by  an  Order 
**  in.  Council,  dated  26th  November,  1873. 

"  I  consider  the  establishment  of  this  school  as  a  great  step  towards 
progress.  We  can  now,  with  the  aid  of  this  institution,  educate  engineers, 
mineralogists,  in  fieict,  specialists  for  all  kinds  of  industries. 

"  There  is  a  new  opening  for  our  youth  whose  field  of  action  has  been 
hitherto  restricted.  What  gives  it  the  highest  importance  are  the  exten- 
sive railways  now  in  operation  and  projected,  the  richness  of  our  mineTal 
lands,  the  exploring  of  which  is  being  conducted  on  an  immense  scale ; 
in  fact,  the  new  industries  which  arise  on  all  sides,  and  which  cannot 
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lul  to  be  increased  when  we  have  competent  men  to  promote  and  direct 
til  em." 

The  idea  of  founding  schools  for  sciences  applied  to  arts  was  realised 
by  the  establishment  of  a  real  polytechnic  school,  and  it  could  not  haye 
been  done  by  any  other  means  than  this. 

In  fact,  the  popular  coarse  that  was  attempted  to2be][established  in 
Montreal  and  Quebec  for  the  working  classes  did  not  justify  the  hopes  of 
the  founders.  The  reasons  of  the  non-success  should  [not  be  |attributed  to 
t3  the  want  of  intelligence  on  the  part  of  the  workers  nor^the  insufficent 
number  of  professors.  We  know,  and  numerous  examples  show  it,  that 
there  is  among  our  working  people  a  great  deal  of  natural  talent  and 
ingenuity ;  many  of  them  without  any  education  whaterer  hare  attained 
honorable  positions  as  architects  and  mechanics. 

Hie  want  of  instruction  and  preliminary  preparation  is  what  was 
wanting  to  make  these  lectures  beneficial ;  for,  if  the  professor  has  to 
make  himself  understood  by  those  who  are  listening  to  him,  it  is  none  the 
less  true  that  as  regards  a  practical  coarse,  there  are  certain  current  ideas, 
more  or  less  elementary,  that  the  hearers  ought  to  possess,  in  order  to 
derive  some  benefit  from  their  lessons.  Otherwise  the  student  will  not 
grasp  the  wonders  of  physics,  the  utility  of  chemistry  and  natural  sciences, 
which  will  amuse  him  for  a  moment  without  any  benefit  to  his  mind,  be, 
cause  he  is  unable  to  understand  the  theory  or  to  make  any  practical  appli- 
cation.  Still  more  would  he  rebel  against  a  mathematical  course  that 
requires  on  the  part  of  the  student  constant  attention  and  real  prepara* 
tion. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  the  sacrifices  made  by  the  government 
and  the  devotedness  of  the  professors  have  not  been  productive  of  prac** 
tical  results. 

The  establishment  founded  in  Montreal  is  destined  to  furnish  our 
Canadian  population  with  the  elements  of  a  progressive  instruction  which^ 
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starting  from  the  very  rudiments  of  science,  will  rise  from  year  to  year  till 
it  reaches  the  point  where  practical  illustration  can  be  made  with  utility. 
It  will  endow  our  young  population  with  men  who  will  be  an  honor  to  it,, 
and  enable  it  to  find  in  its  own  midst,  without  going  abroad,  really  capable 
men  who  will  increase  its  glory,  its  prosperity  and  its  riches. 

And  on  this  point  it  has  a  right  to  the  protection  and  encouragement 
not  only  of  men  of  science,  but  of  the  whole  country.  All  who  look  for  the 
immediate  or  instantaneous  results  of  some  w^ork,  have  every  reason  to 
be  satisfied.  All  the  students  who  have  gone  through  this  school  are 
provided  with  positions,  lucrative  to  themselves  and  of  benefit  to  this, 
countrv. 

• 

To  the  superiority  of  the  studies,  the  students  who  have  gone  through 
the  school  bear  witness  in  all  the  situations  they  fill.  These  facts  s!how 
what  confidence  our  fellow-countrymen  can  repose  in  their  Polytechnic 
School,  and  prove  that  if  it  has  been  founded  without  much  ostentation, 
it  has  aimed  at,  and  succeeded  in  doing  a  useful  work,  and  it  has  loyally 
accomplished  its  task.  This  is  what  the  government  expected  when  it 
granted  important  privileges  to  this  institution. 

1st.  By  placing  the  Polytechnical  School  at  Montreal  on  the  same  foot- 
ing  as  the  universities,  as  regards  the  scientific  teaching  there  given,  by 
an  Order  in  Council,  No.  148,  of  the  8th  of  May,  1876  : 

2nd.  By  changing  the  name  "  Scientific  and  Industrial  School  "  to- 
"  Polytechnic  School,"  (40  Vic,  cap.  xxii.,  sec.  44.) 

3rd.  By  granting  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  the  right  to 
confer  upon  the  students  of  this  school  the  diplomas  of  Civil  Engineer,  or 
Mining  Engineer,  or  Mechanical  Engineer,  or  finally  Industrial  Engineer. 

These  diplomas  are  of  no  real  legal  value  at  present,  as  the  profession, 
of  engineer  is  not  regulated  by  any  law ;  but  it  is  lo  be  hoped  all  thj& 
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attempts  that  are  now  being  made  to  legalize  this  important  profession  will 
result  favorably,  and  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  Dominion  and  of  the  Pro- 
yinces  will  soon  take  up  this  important  que8tion,^each  within  the  scope  of 
its  powers. 

Another  unequivocal  proof  of  the  superiority  of  these  studies  and  of 
the  success  of  the  students  is  that  the  Polytechnic  School  of  Montreal  had 
the  honor  of  winning  a  silver  medal  for  its  organization  and  the  work  of 
its  students,  which  was  sent  to  the  Universal  Exhibition  in  Paris,  and  a 
first-class  diploma  at  the  Dominion  Exhibition  in  September  last,  1880. 

If  therefore,  as  I  have  just  stated,  the  Polytechnic  School  of  Montreal 
has  shown  its  worth  by  the  result  attained,  it  has  a  right  to  be  considered 
by  all  Canadians  as  a  national  work,  and  to  receive  that  moral  and  material 
support,  which  would  render  not  only  its  existince  but  its  advancement  a 
certainty.  It  is  not  with  the  moderate  resources  it  has  at  its  command  that 
it  can  attain  that  complete  success  in  which  it  would  find  strength,  dignity 
and  power  to  do  the  good  which  is  expected  of  it. 

It  is  proper  to  say  something  of  the  two  establishments,  which  are  the 
most  perfect  models  existing  in  the  world.  They  are  both  in  France.  I  am 
speaking  of  "  L'Ecole  Polytechnique,"  and  "  L'Ecole  Centrale  des  Arts  et 
Manufactures."  In  that  country,  containing  a  population  of  over  36  millions, 
there  are  two  schools  destined  to  produce  engineers,  but  there  is  this  dijffer- 
euce  between  them :  the  one  secures  for  its  students  employment  in  the 
service  of  the  state,  while  the  other  gives  them  a  superior  education  and  a 
diploma,  but  does  not  provide  for  their  future. 

L'EcoLE  PoLYTECHNiQUE. — Admission  is  by  competition  up  to  the  age 
of  twenty  years.  Frenchmen  only  can  compete.  The  list  of  admission  is 
always  very  limited — never  exceeds  the  wants  of  the  Grovernment  service, 
which  is  recruited  from  the  school.  The  services  are  bridges  and  dams, 
mines,  observatories,  superior  administration  of  tobacco,  telegraphy,  hydro- 
graphic  engineering,  engineering  and  shipbuilding,  artillery  engineering, 
marine  (three  places  only),  powder  and  saltpetre  mills. 
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The  programme  of  the  examination  for  admission  requires  from  the 
candidate  a  very  extended  knowledge.  The  fact  of  haying  competition  and 
a  limited  number  of  admissions  greatly  increases  the  difficulty.  After 
spending  two  years  in  such  schools,  the  students,  if  they  have  passed  the 
final  examination,  then  enter  the  branch  of  the  public  service  which  they 
-have  chosen  and  become  servants  of  the  State. 

However,  they  do  not  exercise  any  functions  until  they  have  spent 
two  years  more  at  a  practical  school  where  they  obtain  that  practical  know- 
ledge which  is  peculiar  to  the  branch  to  which  they  belong. 

« 

Each  branch  of  the  sendee  has  its  practical  school  such  as  :  the  achool 
for  bridges  and  dams,  mines,  artillery,  engineering,  &c. 

The  title  of  student  of  the  Polytechnic  school  is  a  certificate  sixAciant 
to  assure  the  bearer  of  the  consideration  of  all.  Prance  is  justly  proud  of 
this  school,  and  throughout  the  whole  country  there  is  not  one  man,  no 
matter  to  what  social  rank  in  life  he  belongs,  who  does  not  know  it  by 
name,  who  does  not  know  its  value  and  is  not  proud  of  this  national 
institution ;  amid  all  the  fluctuations  of  politics  they  are  careful  to  preservB 
it  from  all  attacks,  and  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  placed  under  the  care  of 
the  entire  nation. 

EcoLE  Centrale  DBS  Arts  et  MAmTFACTUBES. — This  School  founded 
in  1829,  became  an  establishment  of  the  State  in  1865,  and  prodncea 
engineers  for  all  branches  of  industries  and  for  public  works  and  services, 
the  direction  of  which  does  not  necessarily  fall  to  the  engineers  of  the 
State. 

The  Central  School  admits  foreigners   as   well  as  natives  of  France. 

It  does  not  take  students  as  boarders.     Admission  is  only  by  competition. 

The  course  lasts  three  years.    The  French  government  thus  offers  to  young 

men  from  all  parts  of  the  world  a  means  of  acquiring  a  special  education, 

^nd  declares  their  fitness  by  means  of  diplomas,  but  without  opening  to 
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them  access  to  the  different  services  which  are  supplied  from  the  Polytech- 
nic School. 

The  programme  for  examination  is  abont  the  same  as  that  of  the 
Polytechnic  School.  Only,  the  competition  being  less  limited  as  to  age, 
makes  it  easier. 

In  each  of  these  Schools  a  large  number  of  the  students  are  supported 
by  the  State.  In  the  Central  school  they  can  also  be  supported  by  their 
department,  and,  if  strangers,  by  the  government  from  which  they  come. 

Both  appear  in  the  Budget  for  large  amounts,  and  the  assessments 
from  the  students  bears  a  small  proportion  the  sacrifices  which  the  govern- 
xnent  makes. 

Such  are  the  two  largest  superior  educational  establishments  in  exist- 
ence, those  which  are  the  nearest  to  perfection  in  developing  science  and 
industry,  and  to  which  we  ought  to  look  for  examples  in  founding  such 
institutions.  They  have  done  an  immense  good ;  and  if,  in  any  part  of  the 
globe,  a  great  enterprise  is  projected,  if  great  undertakings  have  to  be  done 
wisely,  methodically  and  with  economy,  if  some  durable  work  is  to  be  built 
in  such  a  manner,  that  the  expenditure  is  not  to  surpass  the  amount  rsdsed 
and  not  to  be  a  continual  source  of  expense,  it  is  generally  to  men  from 
this  school  that  application  is  made,  bi^cause  they  combine  practical  know- 
ledge with  science,  and  so  leave  nothing  to  chance.  It  may  be  said  that 
many  of  the  governments  have  had  recourse  to  them.  As  to  railways 
alone,  the  greatest  part  of  the  European  network,  has  been  built,  by 
French  engineers,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  foreign  governments. 

The  Polytechnic  School  of  Montreal  has  taken  the  Central  school  for 
its  model,  and  has  tried  to  follow  its  course  of  lectures.  But,  in  a  country 
with  such  a  small  population,  with  such  moderate  resources,  it  cannot 
closely  imitate  it.  If  it  is  modest  enough  to  admit  this,  it  can  at  least 
<2laim  that  it  has  imitated  as  closely  as  it  was  possible. 
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It  is  my  duty  here  to  rectify  certain  errors  that  seem  to  have  arisen 
among  some  people  concerning  the  Polytechnic  School  of  Montreal. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  desire  to  multiply  the  number  of  these 
schools  under  the  pretext  that  practical  men  and  skilled  workmen,  &c., 
are  wanted  everywhere.  Let  us  make  ourselves  understood.  A  Polytech' 
nic  School,  as  its  name  indicates,  is  intended  for  a  high  technical  educa^ 
tion.  It  certainly  produces  practical  men,  but  it  is  because  the  greater 
comprises  the  less.  Just  as  the  medical  studies  include- hygiene  and  the 
elements  of  physiology,  which  is  taught  in  elementary  schools.  The  high 
technical  schools  are  a  speciality,  like  medicine,  law,  the  army  engineerings 
and  it  is  impossible  to  make  every  one  engineers,  physicians,  doctors  iiv 
law,  &c. 

Those,  therefore,  who  think  that  the  Polytechnic  School  of  Montreal 
turns  out  only  clever  workmen  are  wrong,  and  do  not  know  what  is  an 
establishment  for  superior  education  which  produces  engineers,  within 
the  real  meaning  of  the  word. 

The  Polytechnic  Schools  of  Europe  are  sometimes  confounded  with  the^ 
Schools  of  Arts  and  Manulactures,  they  being  considered  to  be  identical. 
In  order  to  correct  this  mistake,  I  would  say  the  former  go  as  far  as  science 

will  allow,  and  produce  the  eminent  men  that  build  railways,  cut  through 
isthmuses  and  mountains,  and  build  sub-marine  tunnels.  The  latter  aro^ 
elementary  schools,  and  are  destined  to  produce  foremen  of  workshops 
and  skilled  workmen  for  industries  in  wood  and  iron,  and  supply  foremen 
and  engineers  for  steam  engines.  The  word  inginieur,  by  which  our  word 
"  engineer  "  is  badly  translated  in  French,  has  a  higher  meaning,  and  should 
represent  he*e  what  it  does  in  Europe,  that  is,  a  man  who,  having  gone 
through  high  mathematical  studies  and  theoretical  and  complete  studies 
in  science,  that  is  who  has  studied  technology,  has  already  turned  to  pro-*- 
fitable  use  these  new  studies  of  the  practical  work  done  at  the  school. 

The  studies  not  only  require  great  preparation,  but  also  good  judgment^ 
which  is  acquired  only  by  work  and  time,  and  this  is  so  true  that  thQ 
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t^entral  School  limits  the  lowest  age  to  17  years,  completed  on  the  1st  January 
of  the  year  of  admission,  that  is  18  years  in  reality. 

It  is  a  mistake  also  io  think  that  in  Europe  there  are  a  multitude  of 
these  Polytechnic  Schools,  and  that  in  France  there  are  several  under 
different  names. 

The  fact  is  that  there  are  very  few  of  these  Polytechnic  schools ;  many 
countries  have  none  at  all ;  such  as  England  for  instance.  France,  as  I 
have  said,  has  one  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  a  second  for  services  and 
industries  independent  of  the  G-overnment.  There  is  one  at  Zurich,  iu 
•Switzerland,  and  there  is  one  in  Italy. 

There  are  three  schools  of  Arts  and  Manufactures  in  France,  besides 
the  school  of  mines  at  St.  Etienne,  intended  to  provide  for  the  education 
of  miners. 

It  is  easily  seen  that  Europe,  instead  of  having  a  great  number  of  these 
Bpecial  schools,  has  very  few,  and  that  nowhere  are  they  greatly  increased 
in  number,  as  it  would  necessarily  render  them  incapable  of  attaining 
their  object  and  would  render  their  improvement  impossible. 

If  France,  with  its  population  of  36  millions  of  inhabitants,  and  whose 
entire  territory  is  occupied,  finds  that  two  schools  of  this  kind  are  sufficient 
for  its  requirements,  would  it  not  be  rash  to  assert  that  one  Polytechnic 
School  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Catholic  population  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  which  is  hardly  one  million,  that  is  1-86  of  that  of 
France. 

As  to  the  many  Polytechnic  institutions  in  the  United  States,  whose 
population  is  50,000,000,  that  is  to  say,  about  60  times  the  French-speaking 
population  of  Canada  and  whose  development  is  greater  than  that  of  our 
province,  the  following  facts  taken  from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Education  in  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1877,  show  their  actual  statistics. 


190 


There  are  a  few  scientific  schools  maintained  and  assisted  by  the  State 
Governments  ;  they  are  four  in  number.  Only  one  advertises  a  technological 
course. 

All  the  others  are  managed  by  individuals  or  corporations  and  receive 
no  assistance  from  the  American  Government.  Seven  take  the  name  o£" 
Polytechnic  schools,  and  seventeen  others  call  themselves  scientific  bran- 
ches  of  universities  or  other  institutions,  or  again  schools  of  sciences,  of 
mines,  &c. 

To  enable  one  to  judge  of  the  question,  I  may  cite  an  eminent 
American,  who  certainly  cannot  be  accused  of  partiality  in  his  criticism^ 
Mr.  J.  W.  Clarke,  B.  S.,  Professor  of  Physics  and  Chemistry  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Cincinnati.  He  has  studied  and.criticised  the  weak  points  of  hia 
countrymen  in  an  excellent  article  entitkd  "American  Colleges  versus 
American  Science  "  which  appeared  in  the  "  Popular  Science  Monthly "  ot 
August,  1876.  He  stated,  in  as  many  words,  that  the  majority  of  the  schools 
with  high-sounding  titles  cannot  keep  up  to  what  they  claim,  and  that,  apart 
from  some  large  insttiutions,  the  remainder  are  only  a  blind. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  number  of  young  men  who  intend  to  practice 
engineering  were  considerable,  the  advisability  of  establishing  other  suchi 
schools  might  be  questioned,  but  this  is  not  the  caae,  as  may  be  ascertained 
by  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  followed  the  course  given  in  the 
Monireftl  Polytechnic  School  since  its  establishment 

Prom  the  opening  of  the  Polytechnic  School  until  now,  33  pupils  haire 

matriculated.  Of  course,  I  do  not  count  those  who  only  followed  the  pie* 
paratory  classes  and  left  before  entering  the  Polytechnic  School  properly 
speaking,  some,  in  order  to  continue  tbeir  eiaasical  istndies  whidi  diey  pre- 
ferred, others  for  oommeiciai  or  industrial  parsuits,  and  many  also  owin^ 
to  insufficient  means. 


Let  us  add  that  a  certain  number  of  young  men  had  to  withdraw,  affcer 
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having  ascertamed  that  they  lacked  the  necessary  talents  and  the  aptitude^ 
for  work  required,  in  order  to  become  engineers  really  worthy  of  the  name*. 

Of  the  33  pupils  abore  mentioned,  11  left  for  yarious  reasons  before^ 
completing  their  course,  12  are  still  at  school  and  10  obtained  their  diploma 
of  civil  engineer.  Amongst  the  latter  6  fill  rather  lucrative  positions  in 
the  Public  Works  Department  at  Ottawa ;  1  is  assistant  professor  at  the 
Polytechnic  School;  1  is  employed  on  an  exploiation  in  Manitoba;  1  is 
unemployed,  working  occasionally  in  an  engineer's  office  in  Montreal ;  and. 
lis  dead. 

Of  the  11  who  left  the  school  before  completing  their  course,  2  have* 
been  receiTed  as  provincial  land  surveyors ;  2  are  studying  professions,  1 
irchitecture ;  4  are  employed  in  commercial  or  industrial  pursuits  ;  1  lia& 
gone  to  continue  his  studies  in  civil  engineering  in  the  United  States,  and 
another  went  to  Paris  to  study  at  the  Eeote  Cemirmle  where  he  was  admitted^ 
after  examination,  in  the  first  half  of  the  list 

Finally,  the  course  of  studies  laid  down  by  law  is  calculated  to  meet 
all  tiie  Bcientific  and  industrial  requirements  of  the  country,  since  by  the- 
Act,  40  Victoria,  chapter  22,  section  51,  the  school  is  authorized  to  train : 

1.  Civil  Engineers  capable  of  conducting,  directing  and  executing  all 
works  of  art  and  of  construction  upon  the  surface  of  the  soil ; 

2.  Mining  Engineers  capable  of  conducting,  directing  and  executing^ 
all  works  of  discovering,  extracting  and  working  ores  and  minerals^, 
and  their  transformation  into  useful  metals ; 

3.  Mechanical  Engineers  capable  of  designing,  putting  together  and 
constructing  all  engines  and  machines  used  in  manufactures. 

4.  Industrial  Engineers  capable  of  applying  the  physical  and  chemi- 
cal sciences  to  products  Mid  manufstctures. 
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The  curriculum  of  the  two  first  years  of  study  is  precisely  the  same  for 
^11  the  pupils,  who  must  have  a  sufficiently  extensive  knowledge  of  mathe- 
matics, the  natural  sciences  and  drawing,  before  commencing  the  special 
study  of  any  one  of  the  four  branches  of  civil  engineering. 

At  the  end  of  the  second  year,  the  pupil  selects  the  branch  which  he 
'prefers  and  studies  it  in  a  special  manner  during  the  last  year  at  the  school. 

Hitherto  all  the  pupils  have  selected  civil  engineering  but,  next  year, 
two  of  them  have  expressed  their  intention  of  following  the  course  neces- 
sary to  enable  them  to  become  mining  engineers. 

Allow  me,  Sir,  to  conclude  this  part  of  my  report  by  giving  extracts 
from  the  rules  of  our  internal  management  adopted  for  the  pupils,  so  as  to 
better  show  the  working  of  the  Polytechnic  School,  which  is  not  content 
"with  enumerating  the  subjects  to  be  studied,  but  which  also  takes  effective 
steps  to  obtain  a  tangible  result. 

Admission. — The  pupils  of  the  preparatory  school  are  admitted  to  the 
first  year's  course  at  the  Polytechnic  School,  if  they  are  considered  admissible 
by  the  professors  of  the  school,  after  having  been  examined  by  them  at  the 
examinations  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  pupils  who  come  from  other  institutions,  and  who  desire  to  be 

admitted,  must,  on  the  day  the  classes  re-open,  pass  an  examination  on  the 

•  subjects  taught  in  the  preparatory  class.     They  are  informed  of  the  result 

at  once,  so  that  they  may,  without  loss  of  time,  enter  the  preparatory  class 

as  soon  as  the  course  is  begun. 

Examinations, — G-eneral  examinations  are  passed  at  the  end  of  each. 
iialf-year,  on  the  subjects  taught  during  that  period. 

Each  examination  generally  consists  of  two  parts  :  oral  and  written. 
During  the  terms,  two  special  examinations  are  passed  on  each  of  th^ 
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courses.  No  date  is  fixed  for  these  examinations,  and  no  notice  is  given 
before  hand.  They  relate  to  the  lessons  given  during  the  four  last  weeks. 
The  pupil  must  show  his  book  of  notes  at  each  examination  or  at  least  on 
the  following  day. 

The  result  of  the  examination  is  shewn  by  marks  from  0  to  20. 

The  written  portion  of  the  examination  is  carried  out  in  presence  of  a 
supervisor,  who  sees  that  each  pupil  remains  in  the  place  assigned  him  by 
the  professor,  and  only  leaves  it  to  deliver  his  manuscript  and  to  leave  the 
room.  The  time  allowed  for  a  written  examination  is  three  hours,  after 
which  the  supervisor  may  require  each  pupil  to  deliver  up  his  work. 

Pausing  to  the  Higher  Division, — ^The  right  to  do  so  does  not  entitle  one 
to  a  diploma.  Any  pupil  may  pass  from  the  first  year  to  the  second,  and 
from  the  second  to  the  third  if  he  has  obtained  for  each  course : — 

^       16  marks  as  an  average  for  special  examinations. 
10       *  "  "      general  " 

10      '*  '*  "      written  " 

And  if,  in  addition,  his  drawings  are  complete  and  he  has  obtained  for 
these  drawings  eight  marks  for  the  first  year  and  ten  for  the  second.  Every 
work  which  is  not  produced  or  any  examination  which  is  not  passed,  owing 
to  illness,  absence  or  any  other  reason,  is  marked  0,  and  counts  as  such  in 
the  average.  Nevertheless,  the  pupil  may  be  admitted  to  pass  his  oral  and 
written  examination,  if  the  reason  he  gives  be  considered  satisfactory ;  in 
the  latter  case  two  marks  are  deducted  from  this  total. 

Frery  pupii  who  does  not  fulfill  the  above  conditions  is  not  admitted 
to  the  higher  division. 

General  Average,  and  Ciassificatiop, — At  the  end  of  each  year  a  general 

average  is  struck  for  each  pupil. 

13 
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The  pupils  are  classified  amongst  themselves  in  accordance  with  this 
average. 

Finally,  when  the  pupils  leave,  a  general  average  is  made  called  the 
retiring  average  (mopenne  de  tor  tie),  by  taking  one  third  of  the  aggregate  of 
the  averages  of  the  three  years.  This  gives  the  final  classification  of  the 
pupils  when  they  leave  the  school,  and  serves  as  a  basis  upon  which 
their  diplomas  are  granted. 

Diplomas  and  Certificates  of  study, — At  the  end  of  the  course,  diplomas 
of  engineers  or  certificates  of  study  are  delivered  to  the  pupils. 

The  1st  degree  is  given  to  the  pupil  who  has  obtained  an  aggregate 
retiring  average  of  18  or  over. 

The  2nd    do  do  do  do  16 J  to  18  exclusively. 

The     3rd    do  do  do  do  15J  to  16J         do 

The    4th    do  do  do  do  13^  to  15J        do 

For  anything  below  13 J  to  the  minimum  of  10,  there  are  given  only 
certificates  establishing  that  the  pupil  has  followed  the  course  of  the  Poly- 
technic School. 

The  Peter  S.  Murphy  prize,  A  oold  medal  and  $50  in  money,  is  only 
given  to  the  pupil  whose  general  average  for  three  years  is  the  highest^ 
and  who  has  the  minimum  of  16^. 

In  a  class,  prizes  are  only  given  to  the  pupil  who,  being  the  highest  iu 
each  class,  has  the  minimum  of  1Z\. 

No  one  receives  a  diploma  or  a  certificate  unless  he  has  previously 
settled  his  accounts  with  the  management. 

I  can  assure  you  that  these  rules  have  had  the  best  possible  effect  on 
the  application  of  the  students. 
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I  have  only  now  to  speak  of  that  vital  question,  the  finances  of  the 
Polytechnic  School. 

At  the  end  of  last  year,  when  mentioning  the  considerable  amount 
appropriated  for  the  maintenance  of  this  establishment,  when  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  excess  of  the  expenditure  over  the  receipts  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners,  since  1875,  when  the  commercial  crisis  began,  the  existence 
of  the  Polytechnic  School  would  perhaps  have  been  brought  into  question 
if  the  Catholic  Commissioners  of  Montreal  had  not  been  persuaded  that,  in 
maintaining  it,  they  were  doing  a  patriotic  work,  and  that  the  Q-ovemment 
wonld  come  to  their  assistance,  when  the  maintenance  of  the  Institution 
would  weigh  too  heavily  upon  their  resources.  This  assistance,  which  has 
long  been  expected,  has  at  last  arrived  this  year  by  an  addition  of  $1,000  to 
the  annual  grant.  Let  us  hope  that  the  provincial  budget  will  enable  the 
Government  to  carry  this  grant  to  the  figure  required  to  restore  the  equili- 
brium between  the  receipts  and  expenditure. 

As  a  proof  of  the  good-will,  which  animated  the  Catholic  School  Com- 
missioners of  Montreal  towards  the  Polytechnic  School,  it  is  sufficient  to 
examine  the  following  statement  in  which  is  shewn  what  they  have  given 
since  1878 : 

For  the  maintenance  of  the  Institution $18,228  28 

Por  purchase  of  ground  and  furniture,  erection  of  buildings,  &c.,   28,208  06 


Total ♦86,486  84 

The  detaib  and  proof  of  the  figures  are  given  in  the  following  state- 
ment : 
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Statescent  of  sums  expended  by  the  G-overnmeut  aud  Sy  the  Romaik 
Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  Montreal  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Montreal  Polytechnic  School,  since  its  establishment  in  1873. 


TiABS. 

Apparatus 

in  coonection 

with  Physics 

laboratory 
Library. 

Expenses  of 
Maintenance. 

alariee 
of 
Professors. 

GrouBd 

Buildings 
Furniture. 

Baceired 

from 

Government. 

BirctiiTvd 

from  the 

Pupils. 

1873-74... •••.. 

1874-75 ,•• 

1876-76 

1876-77 

1877-78 

4915  00 
^463  44 
708  26 
ftOO  60 
600  26 
174  40 
865  38 

128  27 
87  32 
476  13 
1296  75 
560  78 
606  64 
530  96 

1085  00 
3160  00 
4000  00 
5600  00 
4299  85 
4250  03 
3655  31 

8500  10 

12501  56 

2105  16 

104  24 

6000  OO 
3000  00 
3000  00 
30O0  00 
3000  00 
3000  00 
3000  00 

196  78 
242  78 
381  50 
143  01 

1878-79 

149  45 

1879-80 

272  45 

Totals 

6827  24 

3686  82 

25060  17 

23208  06 

21000  00 

1535  97 

SYNOPSIS. 

Apparatus  for  physics,  laboratory  and  library $9,827  24 

Expenses  of  maintenance 8,686  82 

Salaries  of  professors 25,060  19 

38,564  9r 

Deduct — Received  from  Government  and  from  pupils.  22,335  25 

Balance  paid  by  the  Catholic  Commissioners  of  Mon- 
treal   18,228  28. 

Value  of  ground,  building  and  furniture 23,208  06 

Amount  paid  by  the  Catholic  Commissioners  of  Mon- 
treal   $3J,436  84 
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Allow  me  to  conclnde  this  report  by  reminding  you  of  two  sugsrestions 
^hich  I  had  the  honor  of  making  to  you  in  my  report  for  1875,  and  to  add 
two  others.  The  adoption  of  these  four  suggestions  would  give  to  the 
Montreal  Polytechnic  School  all  the  importance  which  such  an  institution 
should  have, -in  order  to  compensate  for  the  sacrifices  made  by  the  country 
in  maintaining  it : 

.  Ist.  To  declare  the  Montreal  Polytechnic  School  a  provincial  institution 
and,  as  such,  make  use  of  its  museum,  its  apparatus  for  physics,  and  espe- 
cially its  laboratory  which,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  is  one  of  tho 
most  complete  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  for  the  benefit  of  such  scientific 
works  as  the  Gk)vemment  may  have  occasion  to  carry  on  ; 

2nd.  To  give  to  every  member  of  Parliament  of  the  Province  of  Quebec 
the  right  of  getting  free  admission  for  one  young  man  from  his  county  or 
electoral  division,  to  get  another  admitted  in  his  stead  when  such  pupil 
finally  leaves,  provided  the  candidate  passes  satisfactorily  the  examination 
laid  down  in  the  curriculum  of  studies,  at  least  for  the  preparatory  class, 
and  that  he  can  follow  the  course  in  French  ; 


3rd.  To   pass   a   law  regulating  the  profession  of  engineer   in   this 
Province ; 


4th.  Finally,  if  the  Government  could  make  greater  sacrifices  for 
scientific  teaching,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  bursaries  be 
established,  in  order  to  assist  young  men  in  the  province  who  may  display 
special  aptitudes. 

These  bursaries,  of  $150  per  annum  each,  would  pay  their  expenses  in 
Montreal  during  their  studies.  Of  course  they  would  have  no  school  fees 
to  pay. 

A  bursary  in  a  school  is  not  money  lost ;  it  is  capital  placed  at  interest. 
The  pupil  rich  in  talents,  but  poor  in  worldly  means,  has  every  possible 
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facility  for  prosecuting  his  studies  to  advantage.  Later  on,  when  workings 
for  himself,  while  enriching  himself  by  enriching  the  industrial  corporations. 
for  whom,  he  works,  he  enriches  the  country  itself  and  repays  this  debt. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 


Sir, 


Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

U.  E.  ARCHAMBAULT, 

PrincipaL 


APPENDIX  No.  4. 
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TABLE  B. 

Table  indicating  each  District  of  inspection,  the  residence  nnd  salary  of  the  Inrpectors. 


^ 


Name  of  inspector  and  of  his  district. 


W.  J.  Alexander,  (J)  part  of  counties  of  Bagot,  Brome,  Mis- 
sisquoi,  ShcfFord  and  Stanetead  (catholic  schools) 

2  J.    N.  Archombault,  counties  of  Richelieu,  Verch^res  and 

Chambly 

3  D.  B^gin,  county  of  Rimouski 

4  P.  F.  Behind,  county  of  Lotbiniere  and  part  of  the  county 

of  Megantic 

6    J.  E.  Belcou»t,  counties  of  Nicolet  and  Yamaska 

6  S.  Boivin,  counties  of  Charlevoix  and  Sagiienay 

7  C.  Brault,  counties  of  Jarques-Oartif r,  Soulanges  & Vaudreuil. 

8  E.  Carrier,  counties  of  DorcheKtor  and  Levis 

9  J.  B.  Delflge,  part  of  B^got  and  counties  of  Rouville  et  St. 

Hyacinthc  . . , 

10  A.  D.  Dorval,  counties  of  Montcalm  and  L'Assomption 

11  A.  Fontaine,  counties  of  Berthier  and  Joliette 

12  Rev.  M.  M.  Fothergill,  protestant  population  of  the  City 

and  county  of  Quebec 

13  A.  Gay,  catholic  population  of  the  counties  of  Ottawa  and 

Ponti»\c 

14  L.  Grondin,  counties  of  Beauhamois,  Laprairic  and  Chd- 

teauguay,  excepting  the  protestant  schools  of  Ormstown 

and  St.  Jeun-ChrysoBtome 

16    H.  Hubl)ard,  protestant  schools  of  the  counties  of  Stanstead, 

Richmond,  Compton,  k  part  of  Drummond  k  Arthabaska 
16    F.  E.  Juneau,  part  of  the  county  of  Portneuf  and  catholic 

population  of  the  City  of  Quebec 

1*?    Z.O.  H.  Lamarche,  counties  of  Napiervile,  Iberville  k  St.  Jean 

18  D.  Lcfebvre,  county  of  Cham  plain  and  part  of  Portneuf .... 

19  L.  N.  Lcvesque,  counties  of  Arthalmska  and  Drummond 

20  L.  l.ucier,  county  of  Bonaventure 

21  R^v.  W.  G.  Lystcr,   protestant  schools  of  the  counties  of 

Gasp6  and  Bonavcnture 

22  J.  McGregor,  county  of  Huntingdon,  part  of  Chfiteauguay 

and  Argenteuil,  and  protestant  population  of  the  City 
of  Montreal 

23  J.  A.  McLoughlin,  protestant  schools  of  Shefford,  Brome 

nnd  Missisquoi 

24  Dr.  McMahon,  counties  of  Hochelaga  and  Laval,  and  ca- 

tholic population  of  the  City  of  Montreal 

26    B.  McGrath,  protestant  schools  of  the  counties  of  Ottawa 
and  Pontiac 

26  J.  B.  F.  Painchaud,  Magdalen  Islands 

27  A.  Pilon,  couniits  of  Terrebonne,  Two-Mcuutains  and  part 

of  the  county  of  Argenteuil 

28  J.  Premont,  counties  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency 

29  E.  Riivard,  courity  of  Chicoutimi 

80    J.  P.  Simard,  municipalities  of  St.  Valier,  St. Michel  k  Berthier 
31    M.  Sten«on,  c-ounties  of  Compton,  Richmond,  and  electoral 

division  of  Sherbrookc  and  Wolfe 

82  G.  Tnnguay,  counties  of  Kamonniska.  T<  miscx)nata  k  I'lslet. 

83  A.  Tetreault,  counties  of  Maskinong6  Hnd  St.  Maurice 

34    W.  Thompson,  protcfitant  school  b  of  the  countif»«  of  Megan- 
tic,  Dorchester,  Beauce,  Wolfe  and  Compton 

85  T.  Trcmbluy,  county  of  Gaspo 

86  G.  S.  Yien,  county  of  Beauce  and  part  of  Megantic 


Residence. 


Acton- Vale. 


Varennes. 
Rimouski. 


Ste.  Julie 

Baie  du  Febvre. 
BaieSt.  Paul.... 
C'6teau  du  Lac. , 
L6vis 


St.  Cesaire.. .. 
L'Assomption. 
Joliette 


Quebec  . . 
Wakefield. 


(t)  M.  Alexander  is  suspendtd,  and  his  district  was  inspected' 
by  Mr.  St  en  son. 


Laprairie. « 
Sherbrooke, 


Quebec 

St.  Jcjin 

Trois-Riviferes, 
Roxton  Falls . 
Maria 


Salary. 


Cape  Cove. 


Huntingdon . 
Sweetsburgh. 
Ste.  Rose.... 


Aylmer 

lies  de  la  Magdeleine. . . . 


St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

Ste.  Famille 

Chicoutimi 

St.  Michel 


Sherbrooke 

St.  Gerv'ais, 

Riv.  du  Loup  (en  haul) . , . 


Leeds 

St£  Adelaide 
Laazon 


$100» 

900 
80» 

800 
650 

80O 
800 
850 

90& 
950 
750 

40O 

80O 


80O 

90O 

lOOO 
800 
BOO 
800 
650 

500 


1000 

800 

1000 

700 
125 

800 
800 
70O 
80O 

lOOO 

lOOO 
80O 

too 

70O 

80» 
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TABLE  C. 
Table  of  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  attended  the  normal  schools. 


jJacques-Cartier 
School. 


i>chola8tic  J  ear. 


m  SeMion,  1857 
Session  1857-1858 
Ses-'ion  1858-1859 
SesHiou  1859-1860 
HesBion  1860-1861 
iit'mfin  1861-1862 
Session  1862  1863 
Session  1863-1864 
Session  1864-1865 
Si-SRion  1865-1866 
Session  1866-1867 
Session  1867-1868 
Session  1868-1869 
S<»!«sion  1869-1870 
Session  1870-1871 
Session  1871-1872 
Session  1872-1873 
Se^ion  1873-1874 
SetBion  1874-1875 
Session  1875-1876 
Session  1876-1877 
Se^ion  1877-1878 
Session  1878-1879 
Session  1879-1880 
Setksioii  1880-1881 


Pupil 
Ti  achers. 


18 
46 
50 
53 
52 
41 
67 
56 
56 
43 
41 
35 
36 
46 
63 
51 
46 
43 
59 
60 
60 
62 
70 
63 
76 


McGill  School.   ' 

1                1 

Male  pupil 
teachers. 

Lb 

3 

o 

« 

25 

30 

7 

63 

70 

7 

76 

83 

9 

72 

81 

9 

56 

61 

10 

58 

68 

8 

72 

80 

7 

60 

74 

5 

60 

65 

2 

73 

75 

2 

73 

75 

6 

57 

62 

4 

70 

74 

7 

69 

76 

6 

70 

66 

13 

94 

107 

8 

108 

116 

6 

106 

112 

19 

99 

118 

14 

110 

124 

18 

107 

125 

29 

106 

135 

70 

70 

140 

12 

130 

142 

12 

114 

126 

Laval  School. 


a.  ai 


22 
36 
34 
40 
41 
39 
39 
34 
43 
39 
43 
49 
64 
82 
54 
32 
38 
43 
38 
47 
50 
46 
51 
46 
52 


40 
52 
54 
53 
52 
52 
49 
55 
57 
55 
73 
73 
80 
59 
56 
54 
56 
60 
63 
74 
63 
66 
63 
60 


3 

o 


22 

76 

86 

94 

94 

91 

91 

83 

98 

96 

98 

122 

137 

162 

113 

88 

92 

99 

98 

110 

124 

109 

117 

109 

112 


^M     S^   3 


o 

-J        I 

3  e 

a  1 

ee  « 

S  5 

«5-  "o 

«tf  75 

o  S 

o  -^ 

Ih  "^ 

*0  F-4 

<J   »— 

-2 -a 

*  B  C 

52  ^ 

9  Pu 

45 

25 

89 

103 

91 

128 

102 

126 

98 

109 

90 

110 

104 

125 

97 

116 

104 

115 

84 

130 

80 

128 

89 

130 

104 

143 

135 

149 

123 

129 

46 

150 

92 

162 

92 

162 

116 

159 

121 

159 

128 

181 

137 

169 

191  • 

136 

121 

193 

140 

174 

■3 
c 


79 
182 
219 
228. 
297 
200 
229 

2ia 

219. 

214 

108 

21^ 

247 

284 

252 

246 

254 

254 

275 

294 

309 

306 

327 

314 

314 


Diplomas  awarded  to  pupils  of  the  normal  schools  since  the  establishment 

of  these  institutions. 


Jacqnes-Cartier 

McGill 

Laval. 

jachers. 

11 

■ 

e 

o 

« 

S 

£ 

^ 

Di  script  ion  of 

v 

„^ 

o 

M 

^ 

.F* 

.*4 

Diploma. 

Pupil 

pupi 
era. 

i 

0.5 

2hi 

Teachers. 

emale 
teach 

• 

a. 

9 

a* 

emale 
teach 

• 

"J 

a 

a 

o 

3 

2. 

U* 

3 

ID 

3 

b 

1 

o 

• 

o 

o 

• 

o 

a 

H 

s 

H 

!z< 

Sz« 

O 

Academies 

81 

45 

64 

109 

75 

75 

201 

64 

265 

Hodul  Schrj<^s... 

205 

84 

355 

439 

222 

402 

624 

511 

757 

1268 

Slemeiitaiy 

151 

40 

828 

868 

204 

515 

719 

395 

1343 

1738 

Totals... 

437 

169 

1247 

1416 

501 

917 

1418 

1107 

2164 

3271 
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TABLE  D. 
Synoptical  Table  of  the  five  grand  divisions.  1880-81, 


FIRST  DIVISION. 


■ 

1 

•J 
OQ 

00 

1 

Pupils. 

» 

Uni vdrflities. 

3 

119 

1013 

SECOND  DIVISION. 


ig 


1 

2 
3 

4 


Secondary  Schools  comprising  : 

Colleges 

Academies  for  boys 

<<         for  girls.  

Mixed  Academies 


00 

u 

«e 

pa^ 

QB 

2 

2 

OQ 

p^ 

231 

1198 

Pnpils. 


34381 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


• 

1 
1 

1 

Pupils. 

Normal  Schools • 

3 

37 

386 

257 


SYNOPncAii  Table  of  the  five  grand  divisions. — Continued, 


FOURTH  DIVISION. 


SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 


o 


1 
2 


Special  Schools  oomprigmg  : 

Schools  of  applied  sciences 

Schools  of  arts  and  manufiictnires 

Institate  for  the  blind 

Institute  for  male  and  female  deaf-motes 


■ 

OD 

1 

1 

-d 

^ 

& 

fi 

2 

15 

13 

33 

1 

7 

3 

46 

19 

101 

Pupils. 


42 

1065 

35 

397 


1639 


FIFTH  DIVISION. 


Sbotioh. 


Ist  Section 

• 

lo 

20 

3o 

40 .  ■  ^ • • • 
60 

Sod  Section. . .. 

lo 

2o 

vV. • V • * • 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 


Superior  primary  Schools,  comprising  : 
Model  Schools  for  boys 

"  "       forgirls 

"  «        ndzed 

"  "        dissentient 

<<  "       independent 

Elementary  Schools,  comprising : 
Elementary  common  ^(chools 

'*  dissentient     <<     

u  independent  «     


17 


O 

o 

CO 


388 


4156 


4544 


I 


1295 


4166 


5451 


Pupils, 


37839 


162968 


2008«7 


258 


TABLE  E. 


EECAPITULATION  OF  THE  FIVE  GRAND  DIVISIONS. 


2 
3 
4 
ft 


Univeraitieg 

Schools  of  the  second  degree 

Normal  Schools 

Special  Schools 

Primary  Schools 

Grand  total 


• 

«0 

BO 

h 

1 

o 
OQ 

1 

Pk 

3 

119 

231 

1198 

3 

37 

19 

101 

4544 

5451 

4800 

6906 

PapiU. 


1013 


34381 


386 


1539 


200807 


238126 


J 


259 


TABLE  F. 
List  of  penadous  granted  to  retired  Teachers  for  the  year  1880-81. 


NAMES. 


Allan,  Thomas 

Allard,  Ang61iqixe 

Angers,  Georgina 

Amold  Hezekiah 

Aicbambault,  Otivier 

Baiil,  Eaam^lie 

Baril,Ad«e 

Ban),  Enlalie 

Bidiaid,  Lea 

Bernard,  A.  P 

BQmxt,  DelleJ.  P 

BeanUeu,  Beine 

B«nib«,  YictoriA 

BfilangeTj  Pierre 

BQjTtaa,  Margaerite 

B^Iiveaa,  Elmire 

Biiiveau,  Elodie 

B^vean,  G^lina 

Beanchtmin,  F.  X.A 

Beandry,  Felix 

B4rub6,  Dme  Loois 

Bcsadoin,  Ursuie 

Biflcoe,  James 

Blais,  Ehntre 

Blais^  EmmMie 

BoisTvTt,  Adeline 

BooigeoiSy  Zo6 

Bouchard,  Alexis 

BoQlet,  Eltonore 

BonfEeuxl,  Ursnle 

Bomassa,  Pierre.... 

Boulei,  £l6oQore 

Bnteav,  YSrginie 

BonneTille,  CIdnlie 

Bilodeaa,  Marit^-Addle 

CasaoH^  .Julienne 

Caron,  Hennine 

Onrier,  Heoriette 

Charboonean,  F.  X.  Martial 

Colgan,  W 

Caachcni,  Haigaerite 

Ootd,  Dhia 

Oomtois^  Generi^rv^ 

ODQTteao,  Delle  A 

Cote,  Marcel 

CM^  JuKttne 

Gouillaxd  de  Beaamont 

OaroD,  Claudia 

Deaparols^  Lncie 

JklaiAl,  Bfitaiifi ^.«.« 


Amount. 

$  CtB. 

66 

16 

15 

60 

84 

24 

84 

24 

84 

24 

«8 

64 

43 

68 

18 

72 

45 

00 

« 

24 

18 

72 

10 

92 

40 

96 

37  4i  ' 

43 

68 

?8 

08 

56 

16 

18 

72 

40 

56 

65 

52 

18 

72 

43 

66 

87 

36 

6 

24 

40 

56 

24 

96 

96 

72 

20 

28 

31 

20 

35 

88 

56 

16 

21 

84 

39 

00 

40 

56 

68 

64 

37 

44 

15  90 

84 

24 

90 

48 

37 

44 

21 

84 

24 

96 

62 

40 

10 

92 

9 

96 

84 

24 

87 

96 

M 

32 

68 

94 

68  64  [( 

NAMES. 


Amount. 


DeMontigny,  L 

Desrochers,  Dasie  L.  A 

DeTost,  GeneTi^Te 

De  ToDnaacomrt^  Bm61ie 

Dor6,  Aar61ie 

Dowse,  Francis 

Doncourt,  Dme  Magd 

Drolet,  Pierre 

Dnnuw,  Ad61ine 

Dube,  Anna 

Dupont,  Kdwidge 

Dupaul,  Louise 

Dupuis,  Marguerite 

Dupuis,  Ang^le 

Duplessis,  Zo^ 

Duval,  Dme  A.  Laplante 

Duquet,  J. 

Durocher,  Mathilde 

Dubnc,  L^ocadie 

Duff,  Anastasie 

Duplessis,  Domithihle • 

Enright,  Mary 

Fortin,  F 

Fournier,  Mathilde 

Fr6geau,  Cl^mence 

Gagn^,  Elisabeth 

Gagn6,  Em^He 

Gagn4,  JuHe 

GagDon,  AurMie 

G61ina8,  Marie 

GK'ason,  John 

Gravel,  B 

Gouin,  A 

Gilbert,  Francois 

Qny,P 

Hughes,  Catherine 

Harman,  Justin 

H6roox,  Sophie 

Harty,  Wm 

Jodoin,  Joseph 

Jotras,  Km6lie 

K^rooack,  Lton 

Kcrouaci[,  Dmne  L6on 

^belle,  M8iiBru<ente 

T..arfrt«,  Dme  Doroihfo 


$  cts. 

14  04 
84  32 
16  72 
87  36 
If  48 
74  68 
31  80 
62  40 
21  84 
28  08 
28   08 

15  60 

30  28 
9  36 

71  76 
56  16 
99  84 
46  80 
84  24 
71  76 
90  48 

53  04 

62  40 

63  04 
35  88 

28  08 
40  56 
49  92 
21  84 

31  26 
87  36 
49  92 
39  00 
71  76 
15  60 

62  40 
46  60 
31  20 
78  00 

71  76 
56  16 

49  92 
39  00 

12  48 
59  28 


260 


List  of  pensions  granted  to  retired  Teachers  for  the  year  1880-81. 

— Continued  and  Concluded. 


KAMKS, 


Lafrance,  Apolline 

Lamb,  Catherine 

Langlois,  Magloire 

Langlois,  Malvina. ...... 

Lamy,  C61ina 

Lamarre,  C^saire 

Labrie,  Hermine 

Lafontaine,  Cleopbie  . .   . 

Layoie,  Elizabt^th 

Lamontagnc,  Mane 

Lambert,  Seraphine 

Lesage,  H61^ne 

Leblanc,  M.  Eleonore. . . . 

Lepage,  Gracieuse 

Lapointe  S^raphice 

Lemay,  Sara 

Lemire,  Elizabeth 

Lievain,  LouiBe 

Lindsay,  Chas.  J 

Lizotti",  Marie 

LeRieur-Desanlniers,  Luce 
Lafiance,  Marie 

Malenfant,  Hyp 

MaoReaa,  Isidore 

Martin,  John 

McElkin,  Lydia 

McKerty,  Michel 

McKeogh,  Mary 

McEercher,  John 

Micbaud,  M61anie 

McManiis,  John 

Morin,  Emma 

Nabac68,  C 

O'Meara,  Mathew 

Oatt,  Francis 

Perranlt,  Dme  F.  X 

Pineau,  Ursulc 

Pelletier,  Ovila 

Picard,  Wilhelmine 

Poifson,  Marie 

Pothier,  Thursile 

Proulx,  Joseph. '. 

Puize,  Bodolphe 

Pelletier,  Antoinette 

Poisson,  Edile 

P6niRRe,  Euph6mie 

Pelletier,  Adelaide 


Amonnt. 


$  ctB. 


49 
40 
43 
28 
31 
61 
18 
21 

6 
21 
53 
18 
24 

6 
49 
24 
62 
39 
74 
34 
40 
37 

12 
26 
29 
23 
49 
46 
84 
21 
34 
21 


92 

66 
68 
08 
20 
40 
V2 
84 
24 
84 
04 
72 
96 
24 
92 
96 
40 
00 
88 
32 
56 
44 

48 
52 
64 
40 
92 
80 
24 
84 
32 
84 


NAMBS. 


Amoimt. 


40  00 


28 
78 

43 
18 
18 
24 
21 
14 
28 
43 
28 
68 
62 
102 


08 
00 

68 
72 
72 
96 
84 
04 
08 
68 
08 
64 
40 
96 


Bameay,  William 

Raymond,  Demerise 

Raymond,  Hermine 

Reece,  Anna 

Read,  Mary  Jane 

Rhcaume,  Henriette  ....  .... 

Richard,  Dme  0 

Riiher,  ISdesae 

Ricavy,  H^loise 

Rivard,  Adele 

Rivard,  Marie-Louise 

Rivard,  Louise 

Robertson,  John  B 

Hobitaille,  Emelie 

Robin,  Gen4'vi6ve 

Rouleau,  Edesse 

Roy,  Louis 

Rioux,  Alexandrine. 

Reed,  Margarett 

Rousseau,  Marie 

Bheahan,  Thomas 

Scott  Rol)ert 

Scott,  Montaigne 

Soiicy.  Elizabeth 

St.  Jacques,  Julie,  Dme  Quay 
St.  Michel,  L.  F 

Talon,  AdehiKde .  . 

Tanguay.  Clothilde 

Thauvette,  Marceline 

TouRsaint,  Lucile 

Trt'panier,  Sophie 

Tremblay,  Germain 

CJprichard,  Wm 

Yannier,  Basile 

Vall6e,  Ang^Iique 

Valiftres,  Ad61aiide 

Valieres,  Augustin 

y^zina^  M.  Delima 

Wolff,  A.  C 

Young,  Marguerite. 


$ 

cts. 

46  80 

15 

60 

53 

04 

15 

60 

68 

64 

18 

72 

28 

08 

56 

16 

59 

28 

15 

60 

102 

96 

24 

96 

81 

12 

84 

24 

69 

28 

43 

68 

90 

48 

46 

80 

24 

96 

21 

00 

62 

40 

20 

00 

28 

08 

14 

04 

59 

28 

28 

04 

37 

44 

59 

28 

12 

48 

34 

32 

87 

36 

34 

32 

31 

88 

46 

60 

62 

40 

87 

36 

53  04 

18 

72 

40  56 
14  04 


6000  00 


J 


APPENDIX  No.  6. 


TABLE  OF  THE  DISTRIBUTION 


OF 


SUPERIOR  EDUCATION  AND  POOR  MUNICIPALITIES  FUNDS. 


•■-^B^^-^i^te 


Table  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81. 


COUNTIEB. 

Amkitidil. 

■ 

Ahthababka. 

1 

1(c) 

'(■») 

urn) 
1(c) 
1(b) 

1 

L'ABSom-noB. 

1(b) 

1(c) 

1(0) 

1(b) 
1(c) 

1(b) 
He) 
1(b) 
1(") 

I 

1(C) 

Baoot. 

1(0) 

1  (b) 



60  M 

Table  of  Snperior  Education,  for  the  year  ] 


\-91.—CoHtiniud. 


St.  Simon 

'9t.  Ephrem  dtTpton  . . 


St  Pierre  de  Broaghton . . 

I  fit  Fruitois 

bt  Sebutien  d'AjImer.. 
fit.  Vital  de  Lambtoii. .. 


1  (m) 
1  (m) 


226  00 

226  00 
40  00 

22G  SO 
50  00 
40  00 
40  00 
40  00 


»t  Tiiaothie. . 


St.  Clement 

Bt«.  CScJIe  d«  ValleTfieW  , 


3t  LoDlf  de  QoDEagno  . . 
St.  ataoUlu  de  KoUfca.. 


1  (b)  . 
I  (b)  . 


1  (0) 
1  (b) 
1  (b) 
1  (m) 


130  00 
lis  00 
90  00 
90  00 

ISO  so 

lis  00 
GO  09 


264 


Table  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81. — Continued. 


COUNTIES. 

• 

s 

1 

s 

-S 
S 

QQ 

1 

s 
s 

a 

1 

• 
00 

0 

a 

• 

m 

1 

.a 

• 

0 

B1I1LKCHA88B. 
St  Michel 

1(b) 

$      CtB. 
140  00 

St.  Michel , 

1(c) 

125  00 

Bt  Charles 

1(C) 
1(C) 

1(b) 

l(m) 

1(g) 
1(b) 

1(b) 

90  00 

St.  Gervais 

ftO  00 

u 

40  00 

St  Raphael 

•  •«••■ 

fiO  00 

St.  Valier 

50  00 

u        ^  ^  ^ 

50  00 

St.  Charles 

4.0  00 

1(b) 

Bkrthisb. 
Berthier 

160  00 

u           , , 

1(c) 
1(c) 

90  00 

St.  Cuthbert 

« 

50  00 

Lanoraie » 

.    1(b) 
1  (0) 
l(m) 
1(b) 

1(C) 

l(m) 
l(m) 

1   (C) 

l(m) 

65  00 

u          ..,,,..,,,     •••••  

70  00 

St.  Barth41emy 

40  00 

St.  Gabriel  de  Brandon 

50  00 

*•               •*          .•••...•  ••••  ••••  •• 

5C  00 

StNorbert 

40  00 

•••••• 

BOHAVENTDM. 

Carleton • • 

100  00 

a       .,..«..,,,,, , 

120  00 

Maria 

80  00 

v»v    vw 

J 


Table  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81. — Continued. 


1  (m) 

CHiMBLT. 

1 
1 

1(c) 

1(C) 
1(0) 

1  (I.) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 

Chimpuim. 

1(0) 

1  (b) 

1  (m> 

l(C> 

1  (b) 

1  (m) 

1  (c) 

«00  00 
ISO  OD 


iO  00 
60  OO 
00  OO 

GO  00 


60  M 

60  M 
00  w> 
40  00 
60  DO 


Tabi;e  of  Superior  Edncation  for  the  year  1880-81. — Contiumed. 


1  (c) 

1(b) 

1   (0> 

1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (b) 
l(m) 

1  (c) 

Chateadouat. 

1  (b) 
1  (m) 
Mb) 
1  (8) 
1  (b) 

1 

Cmooonw 

1(«) 

1  (m) 
1(b) 
1   (B> 
1  (m) 
1  (m> 

1    (M) 

1  (m) 

W-Jtofime 

'  «  oo 

Table  of  Soperior  Education  for  tbe  year  1880-81. — Continued, 


l(m) 
1  (c) 

COMPTON. 

Ds<n-UarrAB*M.         * 

1(c) 
Kb) 

1(C) 

1(b) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 

4(0, 

1  (m) 
1  (c) 
1(T) 
1  (m) 

1  (b) 
t{c) 
1  (m> 
1  (m> 
1  (m) 

DoBcnnni. 

DRtnilK>RD. 

Table  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81. — Continued. 


■ 

■3 

1 

1 

1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m> 
1  (m) 
1  (0 
1  (m) 

1  (c) 
1  («) 
I  (.) 
1  (b) 
1  (b) 

t    CtB. 

»c(b) 

1    c) 

1  (b) 

1(0) 

«c(b) 

I  (c) 
1  <») 

1  (b) 

1{C) 

Table  of  Superior  Edncation  for  the  year  lB%0-%l.~~Continued. 


1(b) 

1    (0) 

1  (o) 

I  (b) 

1  (c) 
1  (m) 

1    (C) 

1  (b) 

iHTOTILta. 

1 

IU.»T. 

1  (K>                 40  00 
1  (0)                  »0  00 
1  (g)        ■           BO  00 

1 

1(0) 
1(C) 

170  00 

1  (b) 

1(C) 

1(b) 

70  00 

Table  of  Superior  Edncfttion  for  the  year  1880-^1. — Cimtimud. 


l(b> 

1(c) 

JOLIBTTI. 

l(c> 

8t,  Charles 

tOft  M. 

1  (c) 

8t.  FHii  de  TftloU 

SO  0<k 

l<m) 

EAVoinuHU. 

St  Adds  de  la  PoMHire 

1  f c) 
l{b) 

MM 

1(C> 

1  (b) 

«  M 
•DM 

1  (m) 
1  (m) 

271 


TabIiR  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81. — Coniinued. 


COUNTIBS. 


LlPBAIBn. 


I^mirie  (Village) 
u  u 


RtCmstent. 


81  Iftdore. 


Si  Jmcqaes  le  Miaear 
St.  Philippe 


Latal. 

lAYal  (St.  Tincent  de  Paul) 
St  Yiooent  de  Paul 


St.  Martin 


Ste.  Rose  (Tillage) 


I^TIS. 


M^YU    ••••••  ■  C^ 


61  Jcmeph  (LanaoD) 

Lkuoq  (SI  Joeeph) 

81  Hkolaa 

Hebemin  (SI  Romaald). 


OB 

o 


o 


OB 


o 
o 


I 


ac(b) 


1  (c) 


1(c) 


1(c)  I 
1(c) 


o 

o 
03 


•8 


1  (m) 
1  (b) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 


1  (c) 
1  (c) 
1  (b) 

1(C; 

1  (b) 


1  (b) 

1  (c) 
1  (c) 

I  (b) 


$  cts. 

175  00 
90  00 
40  00 
40  00 
60  00 
60  00 


100  00 
50  00 
60  00 
60  00 
70  00 
40  00 


1,400  00 
90  00 
160  00 
225  OO 
150  00 
100  OO 


Table  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  IHQSI.— Continued. 


Ste.  Croix 

LMlwcTille  (Bta.  Bm6Ue) . . . . 

St.  Agftpit 

St  Antoioe  de  Tilt; 

St.  Apolliuaire 

St  Flavjen 

St  SyWastre 

8le.  AgAtbe,  No.  S 

St  JeandoB  Cbaillona 

HusiHoHafa. 
Biviire-dn-Liaiip,  No.  1 

St  Lion  (Damontier) 

St-PftDlin 


1  (to) 

40  OO 

1  (m) 

50  00 

1   (m) 

50  OO 

1  (m) 

60  00 

I  (m> 

50  00 

1    (C) 

100  00 

i(m^ 

40  00 

1  (m> 

40  00 

1  (c> 

60  OO 

!  (b) 

60  00 

1  (m) 

80  00 

1  <c) 

75  OO 

TA.BI.B  of  SnperioT  Education  for  the  yeai  1880-81'. — Continued. 


=«.  urauie 

1    (W) 

1  (c) 

1  (b) 

1  Cn>> 

1     (0) 

"*  ^ 

UtaxtTio. 

1 

UlHlWiroi. 

1    (C) 

1(C) 

UOKKUM. 

•no  00 

1  (b) 
1  (c) 
1  (b) 
1  <«) 

.(0, 

Bawdon           

1 

UOMTlIAeiT. 

I<c) 

1  (m) 

274 


Table  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81. — Continued. 


■                                                                                                                                              • 

COUNTIES. 

• 

9 
bo 

1 
1 

5 

• 
«0 

1 

-3 
1 

1-1 

1 

< 

a 
Model  Schools. 

MoMTMAGNY. — Continued. 
St.  Fran(;oi8  (Bivi^re  du  Sud) 

1  (c) 
I  (m) 
1  (m) 

1  (m) 

$  cts. 
50  00 

Cap  8t.  Ignace 

40  00 

He  aux  Grues 

40  00 

• 

MONTMORENOY. 

L'Ange-Gaidien  . « , . , , 

50  00 

Ste.  Famille 

1(0 

80  00 

Rtfi,  F'^mille 

1  (I.) 
1(») 
1  (b) 
1  (c) 
1  (m) 
1  (b) 

1    (0) 

1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (c) 
1  (m) 

60  00 

Bt.  Jean , , 

100  00 

Ch&teau-Bicher 

40  00 

u 

/••••• 

60  00 

• 

Bt.  Joachim 

40  00 

kSt.  Laurent 

50  00 

(C            ^ ,  ^ 

90  00 

St.  Pierre 

60  00 

Ste.  P6tronille 

< 

50  00 

Ste.  Anne  de  Beanpr^ 

50  00 

Ste.  Briffltte  rde  Laval) 

^ 

40  00 

1 

t 

Montreal 
Ste.  Marie 

1750  00 

School  of  Bciences  aoolied  to  the  arts 

1(b) 
1(b) 

2500  0<V 

Commercial  Academy , 

600  0<V  * 

Acad6mie  St.  Denis  (St,  Denis  Street) 

1(c) 

90  0€^ 

Table  of  Saperior  Ednoation  for  the  year  188(M)1. — ContiMued. 


St.  Jtwepta  PrepMBtoiT  Bcbool  (CAU  Str««t). 

1(b) 

1  (b) 

1    (C) 

1    (C) 

•  (b> 

SiPUBmut 

1(0) 

1    (ID) 
1    (C) 

1  (m) 
1  (<■) 
I  (b> 

1(0) 

HlOOLBT. 

.<-, 

Table  of  Superior  Edncatiou  for  the  year  1880-81. — Continued. 


COUNTIES. 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

< 

J 

1 
a 

t 

NioouT.— (7oi#(.-nu«i. 

1    (0) 
1    (0) 

1  (c) 
1  <8) 
1  (c) 
I  (b) 
1  (m) 
I  (n.) 
Kb, 

Kb, 

I    (0, 

1  (m, 

$cta. 

so  00 

Ottaw*. 

1(c) 
1(c)' 

1  (n, 
1  (c, 
1  {c, 
1  tt, 
1  <«, 
1  (., 

1(C) 

PoBTBItW, 

I  (m. 

Table  of  Saperior  Education  fot  the  year  1880-81. — Continued. 


1(C) 

I  («) 

MB) 
1  (b) 
1  (n.) 
1  Cm) 
1  (m) 

1(0 

1(b) 
I  (a) 
I  W 

1(b) 

QCMM  CCit7>- 

Kb) 
3  (b) 
1  (b) 

1    (0) 

1  (c) 

1    (C) 
1    (C) 

Table  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81. — Contimted. 




1(b) 

aooe 

1  (m) 
l(m) 
1(0) 
1(0 
I  (b) 
1  (g) 

Qdebio  (Count;) 

Ca    Bo 

. 

l(cm) 



1  (m) 

SillMT  (SnandeJ.U.) 

1  (o) 
1  (c) 

1  (m) 
1  (m) 

1(b) 
1(<) 

Bioolhu. 

Tablk  €S  SnperioT  BdvcsticHi  for  tb«  yen  1880-  i\.~-Co»ttiuMi. 


„ 

1(b) 
1  (b) 

Kmoraii. 
fitmooflU  (a^miiwlre  de  St.  Oemuln  d«). . . 
StO«nn«iB(Rimon«kl) 

1 

i<«) 

1  (c) 

We.  Cicila  dn  BIc 

. 

St.F.bien ,.„, 

SLSiaon 

1    (Bl> 

8U.FUTie 

8C.  Angilo  de  Htelc! 

Bovniu. 

1 

1  (c) 

1 

)(0) 

I  (t) 

«.HIl«ire 

BO  00 
TB  00 
60  00 

3OO0  00 
3S0  00 

SO  00 

eo  00 

BO  00 


BO  00 

BO  00 


40  00 

40  00 


110  00 
300  00 
75  00 
90  00 


Tasle  of  SaperioT  Education  for  the  yeur  1880-81. — Continued. 


1  (a.) 

1 

St.  Htaoutdx. 

1(0) 

1  (b) 
1(c) 
1  (c) 

1(b) 
1("») 



1  (n.) 

1  (b) 

St.Jorh. 

1(C) 

1  (m) 
l(m) 

1    (M.) 

Mb) 

St.  HimuoB. 

1(C) 

1  (m) 

Table  of  Superior  EdacatioQ  for  the  year  1880-81. — Continued. 


I  (m) 

1    (C) 

1  (m) 

Sdotobd. 

10  00 

1 

auBmoosi. 

1(c) 
1  (c) 

SooiAaBH 

l(b> 
Mm) 
1(b) 

I  (C) 

KM 
1  (c> 
1  (m) 

so  00 

TO  00 

40  00 

Table  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81.' 


1  (») 
1(») 

SieuiBiY. 

340  00 

TiWBOOnATA. 

1(c) 

1(C) 

1  m 

1(0 

1(6) 

1(c) 

1  m 

1  (m) 
1  (m) 

1 

TvHitnowi. 

1(C) 

1 

1  (c) 
1  (-) 

1(c) 

Table  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81. — Qmtimied. 


1 



3000  00 
BOO  00 
KPOOO 

"            (Urspliaei) 

1  (p) 

1 

yUlDEMOtt.. 

1000  00 
TO  00 
00  00 

eooo 
eo  00 

310  00 
70  W 

100  00 
TO  OO 
60  00 
40  00 
38  00 

l(c> 
l(m) 

Kb) 

V»odrea« 

V«MJr«wll 

VRdBtUB. 

1(C) 

1 

BelttU 

1(0) 

■ 

•tAntdne. 

l(m) 
1  («) 
I  (m) 

1  (c) 

Worn. 

13B  00 

ISO  00 
TO  00 

Tuunu. 

1(b) 

1  (c) 

Tabls  of  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1880-81. — Concluded. 


Y  m  usi. — Cenetadtd, 


8tD»vid 

Bt  Fian^lB  du  Lac  (village). . 
at  Tbomas  de  PierrevElle. , , . , 

StMlchal  dTamacka 

Bt  OnllUame  d'Opton 


N.  B. — ^To  every  institntioii  of  superior  education  which  receives  a 
grant,  is  given  S  per  100  in  books  published  in  Ganada ;  2  per  100  is 
retained  for  the  teachers'  pension  fund,  out  of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers 
in  the' high  schools.  This  year  3^  per  100  is  kept  in  order  to  assist  the 
colleges  of  Rimooski  and  Ste.  Th&rese. 
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POOR  MUNICIPALITIES. 


Table  shewing  the  distribution  of  the  supplementary  grant  given  to 

Poor  Municipalities  for  1880-1881. 


COUNTIES. 


Argentenil. 


AlttMibuka. 


I/Ai8omptioB... 
VoBftToiitiiro*  t  •  • 


»  »  »  trt  -*  •  • 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Arundel P 

Chatham,  No.  1  diss C 

Chatham,  No.  1 P 

Gore P 

Orenville,  No.  1 P 

"  No.  2,  diss C 

«  No.3 P 


tt 


No.2 P 


Lachnte,  diss C 

Morin  Township P 

«  "        diss C 

St.  Andrews,  diss 0 

St.  Faustin C 

St.  Jovite ;c 

Ste.  Clotilde C 

St.  Loois  de  Blandfoid C 

St.  Albert  de  Warwick C 


St  Sulpice,  for  Village  School 

St.  Lin,  diss P 

Hamilton  k  Ooz,  diss C 

Hope P 

Hope,  <l88 C 


1880 


10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 


10  00 
10  00 
10  00 


1881 


10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
30  00 
20  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
20  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
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POOB  MUNICIPALITIES— Continued. 


COUNTIES. 


Bonayentur^— C<m<mt/ec? 


Beance 


Bellechftise 


Bettfaiur. 


Brome 


Chicoutimi 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Miguasha 

New-Richmond C 

Bistlgonche  (Indians) 

Ristigoucbe 

New  Richmond  (Pointe  St.  Lonis) 

Nouvelle  (St  Jean  rEvang^liste) 

Pasp^biac C 

Port  Daniel C 

Port  Daniel,  diss P 

Risdgoache 

Shoolbred p 

St.  Alexis  de  Matap6diac C 

St.  Laurent  de  MatapkUac 

St.  Charles  de  Caplan 

St.  Godfroi 


Ueyr  Carlisle,  West. 

St.  C6me C 

St.  S6v6rin C 

St.  Cajetan C 

St.  Magloire 

St.  Damien C 

St.  Gabriel,  diss P 

Provost  (Township) C 

Farnham  East,  dis C 

Sutton,  diss C 

Bourget C 

Chicoutinu  Village C 


1880 


10  00 
10  00 
40  00 


10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 


10  00 
10  00 
10  00 


10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
30  00 
20  00 
10  00 
60  00 


1881 


10  0(V 
10  oo 

40  OO 

10  oo 

10  oa 
10  oa 

10  oo 

20  00* 

10  oa 

10  oo 

10  eo 

10  oo 
10  oo 
10  oo 

20  oa 

• 

10  oa 
10  oa 
10  oa 
10  oa 
10  oa 
10  oa 
10  oa 

10  00 

20  oa 
20  oa 
20  oa 
60  oa 
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POOB  MirKICIPALlTIX8-<)oiiCiDiied. 


C0UKTIE8. 


ChiecMitliiii— Cmi/<mi0£ 


Charieroix 


ChiMplain 


Ghtteangiiftj. 


Conipiou 


TwowMomiteiiig.. 
Dofcbeiter 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


8t.F6Ucien C 

81  Fulgenoe  (Harvey) C 

St.  64d6oii C 

St.  Jean  (Anse) C 

SlJoMph  d'Alma C 

CalUiros i C 

Deialles , C 

StPlAcide C 

StSimton C 

Riviiie  aux  Bats  (MiBd^n) • 

8te.  Thtele C 

Howick,  diss C 

St.  Malachie,  diss C 

Compton,. C 

Baton 

Wixudow  South,  diss 

Votre-Dams  de  Chesham C 

Ditton  (La  Patrie) C 

Harefoid 

K«wpoit P 

WiBslow  South P 

Ste  Agn&sde  Ditchfleld 

Cmberton C 


Hars 


St.  Ooltunban C 

Cranhourne C 

Ste.  Jnstine C 


1880 


15  00 

14  50 

15  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 

le  00 

lo  00 

30  00 
20  00 
10  00 
15  00 
50  00 


12  92 
30  00 
25  00 


10  00 


10  00 


20  00 
10  00 
10  00 


1881 


15  00> 
15  50 
15  OO 

10  oa 

15  OOw 
10  0(V 
10  00 
10  0(V 
10  OO 
30  00- 

20  oa 

10  00 
15  00 
50  OO 
30  OO 
12  00 
25  OO 
25  OO 
10  00 
10  00 


20  00 
10  00 
10  00 
20  OO 
10  OO 
10  OO 
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POOR  MUNICIPALITIES— ContinnecL 


COUNTIES. 


Drummond , 


Oaspd 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Durham ; P 

Eingsey  Falls,  diss C 

Wickham  West C 

St.  Eugene  de  Qrantham 

Anbert  (Amherst) C 

Anse  h,  Yaleau G 

Isle  Bonaventure C 

Barachoir P 

Barachoir,  diss C 

Cloridormes 0 

Cap  Rosier ^ 

Cap4Uix-0s « C 

Douglass C 

Qiande  Valine C 

Grande  Gr^ve C 

Grande  Gr^ve P 

Gasp^Nord C 

GaspS  Nord P 

Grande  Arbour 

Haldlmand P 

Haldimand,  diss C 

La  Magdeleine 

Isle  de  la  Magdeleine 

Mont  Louis .-...•  C 

Malbaie  (St.  Pierre) C 

Malbaie P 

Petit  Pabos C 

Boseville '• 


1880 


1881 


10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

20  00 

20  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

'  10  oo 

10  00 

10  00 

10  oo 

10  00 

10  oo 

10  oo 

10  00 

10  oo 

10  00 

1 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  oo 

10  00 

10  oo 

10  00 

10  oo 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  oo 

10  00 

10  00 

10  oo 

10  00 

10  oo 

10  00 

10  oo 
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POOR  MUNICIPALITIES— Continued. 


COUNTIES. 


t3«Bp6— CbiKKmMd 


Huntingdon 

I/Idet 

Joliette .... 

KamoimakA 

Lottdni^re.. 
Zj^Tie 

Lapniiie... 
Hegantic... 


19 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Boserille  (Sydenham  South),  diss C 

St.  George  de  Malboie. C 

St.  Pierre  de  L'Etang 

York 

York*  Qa8p6  South,  diss 

BiTi^re  &Marthe 

Havelock p 

Hayelock,  diss C 

Hemmingford,  diss C 

Ashford c 

Lac  Noir 

Ste.  Perp6tue C 

St.  Ambroise,  diss P 

St.  C6me c 

Ste.  Emmelie .* c 

St.  P61ix  de  Valois,  diss P 

Mont-Cannel c 

St.  Eleuthdre , o 

St  Onczime c 

St.  Sylyestre L 

Bienville c 

Lauxon  Village c 

St.  Joseph  (District  No.  6) 

Laprairie,  diss P 

St.  Constant,  diss P 

* 

Inyemess,  diss C 

Inverness  West C 

Leeds,  diss , C 


1880 


1881 


10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

20  00 

10  00 

10  00 

15  00 
20  00 

20  00 

30  00 

30  00 

15  00 

16  00 

15  00 

16  00 

15  00 

16  00 

40  00 

40  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 
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?00B  HUNIGIFAJJTIES-ajontinued. 


COUNTIES. 


Ottewa 


M^gaotio — CotUitmid 
MlasiBquoi 

Moilmorency 

MaiUnong6 

Moateigny 

Hoatcabn 

Niookeft 


HUNICIPALITIfiS. 


N  olre-Danxd-de-Loiudes C 

1 

8t.  Ferdinand  d'Halifiax (South)  diw....  P 

St.  Bomien,  diss. C 

Dunham,  diss G 

St.  Ignace  de  Stanbridge C 

Les  Grans G 

St.  Adolphe G 

Laval  (Ste.  Brigitte) G 

StTite  desCaps C 

Hunterstown G 

St.  Alexis G 

Ste.  Ursule,  diss .P 

Grosse  Isle 

Ghertsey G 

Doncaster *. G 

Kilkenny,  diss P 

Wexford .C 

Ste.  Brigitte  des  Saults C 

Ste.  EulaUe G 

St.  Leonard C 

Ste.  Marie  de  Blandford G 

Ste.  Perp^tne G 

St  Samuel C 

B6cancourt  Rapids C 

Aumond ••...  C 

Bouchette O 

Cantley^ diss »c«  P 

Eardly P 


1880 


1881 


20  Oo 

20  00 

10  00 

10  00 

60  00 

25  00 

40  00 

40  00 

10  00 

15  00 

30  00 

30  00 

20  00 

20  OO 

20  00 

20  OO 

20  00 

20  OO 

20  00 

10  OOi^ 

10  00 

10  OO 

10  00 

10  OO 

30  00 

30  GO- 

10  00 

10  Of 

10  00 

10  00- 

10  00 

10  OO* 

10  00 

10  00 

20  00 

10  OO 

10  00 

10  OO 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

20  00 

10  CO 

10  00 

20  OO 

20  00 

10  OO 

10  00 

10  OO. 

10  00 

10  OO 

S91 


POOR 


COUNTIES. 


OttowBf — CarUtmnd. . 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Eardly,  diss C 

Hartwell. C 

HinckB  (Lac  Ste.  Marie) C 

Hull  Townsbip P 

Notre-Dame  da  Dteert  (Maoiwaki) C 

Montebello C 

Notre-Dame  de  Laas C 

Sie.  Cecile  de  MAAham,  diBf P 

St  Edooard  de  Wakefi^d« 0 

Eact  Templdton,  dim P 

Wakefield P 

Wright  A  NOTihfield,  dial P 

Leslie P 

Litchfield C&P 


North  Litchfield 


MaoBfleld P 


Oiulow  North 


QuyoQ  

Eaanbasua., 


P 
P 


Ste.  Elizabeth P 

Thome..... , P 

ChicheiAer P 


Walthan 


PoDtiac  Village P 

Portnea^diM P 

StBaymoBd 0 

Notre-Dame  dea  Angee'  da  Montanbaa. . . . 
Beauporti  diflg P 


15  00 
20  00 


1881 


15  00 
20  00 


20  00 

20  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

15  00 

15  00 

30  00 

30  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  M 

15  00 

10  00 

10  00 

30  00 

30  00 

25  00 

35  00 

1    10  00 

10  00 
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POOR  MIJNICIPALITI£S-^Gontinaed. 


COUNTIES. 


Quebec —  ConUmted 


Rlmonakt. 


Bitdunond. 


LaBoche  Platte C 

Stoneham C 

Stonefaam,  diss P 

St.  Dunstan P 

St.  Duostan,  diss C 

Ste.  Foye  (La  Suette) C 

St.  Gabriel  East P 

St.  Gabriel  East,  No.  2  (Mill  HiU  No.  4).  P 

St.  Gabriel  West 0 

St.  Sauveur ; C 

Tewkesbury  No.  1 C 

Tewkesbury  No.  2 P 

St.  Sauveur,  diss P 

Cherbourg C 

Les  Capucins C 

St.  Ang&le  de  M6rici 0 

Ste.  Blaudine . . , C 

Ste.  P616cit6 C 

St.  Gabriel C 

St.  Molse C 

St.  Valfirien C 

Brompton  Falls,  diss C 

Cleveland,  diss C 

Danville,  diss C 

Shipion,  diss 0 

Stoke C 

Windsor  MUls,  diss C 


16  00 
16  00 
16  00 

15  00  • 

16  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
30  00 
20  00 
22  88 
10  00 
15  00 
10  00 


10  00 
16  00 
16  00 
16  00 
16  00 
60  00 
30  00 
10  00 
10  00 
16  00 
30  00 
20  00 


16  00 

15  00 

16  W 
16  00 
16  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
30  00 
20  00 
23  00 
10  00 
16  00 
10  00 
10  00 
16  00 
LO  00 
20  00 
16  00 
16  00 
50  00 
30  00 
10  00 
10  00 
15  00 
30  00 
20  00 
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POOR  MUNICIPALITIES— Continued. 


COUNTIES. 


Bherbrooke 


Baguenay. 


BheffDid, 


St.  Maurice 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Ascot 


Lennoxyille,  diss C 

Anse  aux  Smises  (AnticoBti) C 

Anticosti  (Baie  des  Anglais) C 

Betsiamlto  (St.  Elis^e) C 

Bourg  Boissonnanlt C 

Saolt  au  Mouton 

Les  Sept  Isles 

Bergeionnes  (Petites) C 

Protestant  School  on  Labrador  Coast. ... 

Mille  Vaches C 

Moulin  de  Baade C 

Pointe  aoz  Esquimaux C 

Riyi&re  aux  Canards C 

Sault  au  Cochon C 

Ste.  Marguerite ;c 

Tadoussao C 


Bscoumains 


Portneuf  (RiYldre-aux-Outardes) • . 

Natashquan • 

Gianbx,  diss C 

Oranby  Village,  diss G 

St.Alpfaonse •.  C 

Ste.  Pudentienne C 

Ely  North P 

Shefford  West,  diss C 

St.  Elie C 

St.  Etienne  des  Grds 


1880 


40  00 


20  00 

40  00 

40  00 

20  00 

10  00 

20  00 

20  00 

50  00 

15  00 

15  00 

20  00 

15  00 

15  00 

15  00 

15  00 

15  00 

10  00 

10  00 

15  00 

15  00 

10  00 

15  00 

10  00 

20  00 

10  00 

1881 


25  00 
40  00 
20  00 
40  00 
40  00 
20  00 
10  00 
20  00 
20  00 
80  00 
15  00 
15  00 
20  00 
15  00 
15  00 
15  00 
15  00 
15  00 
30  00 
10  00 
15  00 
15  00 
10  00 
15  00 
10  00 
10  00 
20  00 
10  00 


1 
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POOR  MUNICIPALITIES— Conclvded. 


COUNTIES. 


Stanstead. 


T6mi800iiata«. 


Te]Te1x)im6, 


Wolfe 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


Barford,  diss C 

Bamston,  diss : . .  C 

Coaticook,  diss C 

Hatley,  diss C 

Magog,  (fiss C 

Ste.  Suzanne  de  Stanhope 

I!Totre-I>ame  da  Lac C 

Notre-Dame  da  Portage C 

Notre-Dame  des  Sept  Doaleors C 

Bt.  C16ment C 

Bte.  Fran^ise C 

St.  Fran<;oi8-XaTier C 

St.  Honor6 C 

Bt.  Habert C 

St.  Jean  de  Dien C 

Bt  Louis  deHa-Ha C 

St.  Paul  de  la  Croix C 

Bte.  Rose  du  D6gely C 

Bt.  Antonin 

Bt.  Hypolite C 

Bte.  Marguerite. C 

Bt.  Bauveur,  diss P 

Garthbey C 

Ham  North C 

Ham  South C 

St.  Gabriel  de  Stratford C 

Wolfestown  (St.  Fortunat) C 

St.  Adrien . . .' 


1880 


1881 


20 

00 

20 

00 

25 

00 

25 

00 

40 

00 

40 

00 

30 

00 

30 

00 

10 

00 

20 
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COONCIL  OF  PUBUC  INSTRUCTION. 


CATHOLIC  COMMITTEE. 


SPECIAIi  MEETING  HELD  ON  24TH  AND  26TH  FEBRUARY,  1881. 

Present  :  The  Superintendent,  in  the  Chair,  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec^ 
the  Bishops  of  Three  Rivers,.  Rimotiski,  Montreal,  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  St. 
Hyacinthe  and  Chicoutimi,  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauvean,  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  and 
P.  S.  Murphy,  Esq. 

I.  The  minntes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

•  II.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  P.  J.  Ruel,  a  candidate  for  the  position 
of  Inspector,  repeating  his  offer  of  his  services  as  School  Inspector. 

» 

III.  The  following  petition  was  read  : 

Three  Rivers,  2nd  February,  1881. 

To  the  Honourable  President  and  Members  of  the  Catholic  Committee 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  Province  of  Quebec  ; 

Honeurable  Gentlemen, 

The  humble  petition  of  the  undersigned,  David  Lefebvre,  School 
Inspector  for  the  County  of  Champlain  and  part  of  the  County  of  Portneuf, 
lespectfully  represents : 
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That  his  District  contains  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  schools 
jscattered  over  an  extent  of  about  sixty  miles,  by  forty  miles  in  width  in 
some  places ; 

That  the  said  District  comprises  twenty-two  Parishes,  several  of  which 
«re  in  the  mountains  and  difficult  of  access ; 

That  it  is  practically  impossible  to  inspect  all  these  schools  twice  a 
year,  as  efficiently  as  possible ;  and  that,  nevertheless,  the  regulations  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  compel  every  School  Inspector  to  inspect 
all  the  schools  in  his  District,  twice  a  year,  and  to  certify,  under  oath,  at  the 
end  of  each  scholastic  year,  that  such  inspection  has  been  efficiently  per- 
formed ; 

That  one  cannot  conscieatiously  swear  to  aach  a  certificate,  when  he 
has,  in  many  oases,  been  obliged  to  shortfu  an  inspection,  in  order  to  tomJSA 

the  two  prescribed  visits  in  the  year ; 

It  is  true  that  inspection,  although  short,  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  effective ; 
but  more  time  being  given,  it  might  be  more  so  ; 

That  your  petitioner  firmly  believes  that  three  inspections  in  two  years, 
or  one  in  every  in  every  eight  months,  would,  under  such  circumstances,  be 
more  beneficial  than  those  made  twice  a  year. 

Therefore  your  Petitioner  prays  the  Honourable  Council  to  be  pleased 
to  authorize  him  to  make  three  inspections  in  every  two  years. 

And  your  Petitioner,  fully  confident  that  this  petition  will  be  taken  into 
consideration  and  that  your  Honourable  Council  will  render  justioe  in  the 
premises,  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed)  DAVID  LEPEBTRE, 

School  Inspector. 
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3c: 


Moyed  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chativean : 

<• 

That  tlie  regnlatioa  respecting  the  inspection  of  schools  be  amended  aa 
hlkfws: 

"  Hereafter,  every  In8i>ector  shall  make  a  report,  under  solemn  declar- 
ation, equivalent  to  an  oath,  of  the  number  of  school  inspections  made  by 
him  and  c  f  the  reasons  for  which  he  has  been  compelled  to  omit  any  of  the 
inspections  prescribed  by  law." 

Carried. 

TV.  The  following  resoltrtions  were  read,  being  those  drawn  up  by  the 
sub-committee  appointed  to  draft  a  reply  to  the  Memorandum  of  the  Pro- 
testant Committee  respecting  the  Bill  on  Public  Instruction  : 

'*  1.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill, 
as  submitted,  to  justify  the  fears  entertained  by  the  Protestant  Committee, 
nor  the  new^  measures  asked  for,  as  a  consequence  of  such  fears ; 

''  2.  That  the  Act  passed  in  1869  relating  to  this  subject,  was 
nothing  but  the  carrying  out  of  the  Acts  passed  before  Confederation  and 
the  result  of  an  understanding  between  the  representatives  of  Protestant 
interests  and  those  of  Catholic  interests,  and  that  such  legislation  was  then 
folly  considered  and  should  now  be  regarded  as  a  compromise  and  a  final 
settlement  of  the  questions  then  raised  ; 

"  3.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  it  would  be  neither  very 
wise  nor  prudent  to  again  discuss  what  was  then  wisely  and  finally  settled 
after  mature  consideration  ; 

"  4.  That  this  Committee  cannot  join  in  the  requests  of  the  Protestant 
Committee  which,  in  themselves,  do  not  appear  to  be  just,  particularly  that 
to  allow  banks  and  industrial  or  manufacturing  companies  to  devote  their 
taxes  to  the  Catholic  or  to  the  Protestant  Schools,  at  their  option,  as  this 
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"would  place  the  minority  of  the  shareholders  at  the  mercy  of  the  majority ; 
for  it  is  very  difficult  to  apportion  the  payment  of  the  taxes  according  to 
the  religious  belief  of  each  shareholder,  as  the  Protestant  Committee  itself 
seems  to  admit,  by  proposing  that  such  apportionment  be  made  as  nearly  as 
possible  on  that  basts  ; 

*'  5.  That  the  present  apportionment,  which  is  based  on  the  respective 
proportions  of  the  population,  is  more  equitable  than  that  proposed,  inas- 
much as  the  aforesaid  companies  are  not  supposed  to  have  any  religious 
character,  but  are  all  interested  in  the  progress  which  society  makes,  by 
means  of  education,  without  any  distinction  of  religion  or  nationality,  and 
that  the  profits  of  such  companies  are  made  out  of  the  Catholic  and  of  the 
Protestant  population." 

Moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau,  seconded  by  Mr.  Murphy : 

That  the  following  be  added  as  a  sixth  consideration  : 

"  That  the  present  apportionment  of  School  Taxes  in  the  City  of  Mont-^ 
real  and  other  places,  which  forms  part  of  the  compromise  above-mentioned, 
is  security  for  the  loans  efiected  by  the  Catholic  School  Commissioners,  and 
any  changes  in  the  basis  of  such  apportionment  would  be  unfair  and 
contrary  to  vested  rights  acquired  by  such  legislation." 

Carried. 

The  Archbishop  moved  that  the  said  resolutions  be  adopted,  and  that  a 
copy  thereof  be  sent  to  Government  and  to  the  Protestant  Committee  of 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

Carried. 

V.  The  Committee  proceeded  to  consider  the  Bill  on  Public  Instruction^ 
as  amended,  and  adopted  further  amendments  on  several  points. 
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Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Runooski : 

"  That  that  portion  of  the  Bill  headed  "  Polytechnic  School,"  be  made 
more  general,  so  as  to  apply  to  any  other  school  of  the  kind  which  might  be 
established  in  the  Province." 

The  Committee  divided  as  follows  : 

For — The  Archbishop,  the  Bishops  of  Three  Rivers,  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa, 
St.  Hyacinthe,  Chicontimi,  Montreal  and  Rimonski. — 8. 

Against — Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  Messrs.  Murphy,  Ghauveau^  Onimet. — 4. 
The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau : 

*'  That  a  Sub-Committee  composed  of  the  Archbishop,  the  Superin- 
tendent, Judges  Routhier  and  Jette,  and  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau,  be  appointed 
to  convey  the  views  of  the  Committee  generally  on  this  Bill  to  the  Honour- 
abie  Judge  Loranger,  the  Commissioner  appointed  by  the  Government  to 
codify  the  School  Laws." 

Carried. 

Moved  by  the  Archbishop : 

That  this  Committee  recommends  the  following  appointments  to  th^ 
Government : 

Board  of  Examiners  of  Kamouraska. — George  LeBel,  Esq.,  Advocate, 
vice  Alexis  Thomas  Michaud,  Esq.,  M.D.,  deceased. 

Board  of  Examiners  of  Rimonski. — ^Rev.  Canon  Pierrd  Joseph  Saucier 
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and  Louis  Napoleon  Asselin,  Esq.,  Advocate,  vice  Prisque  Letendre,  Esq.> 
Advocate,  resigned,  and  Francois  Magloire  Derome,  Esq.,  deceased. 

Carried. 

VII.  The  Superintendent  submitted  to  the  Committee  eighty  deposi- 
tions under  oath,  taken  at  the  investigation  made  by  him  at  Acton  Vale,  into 
the  charges  brought  against  Inspector  Alexander  by  Narcisse  Boulay  and 
ClSophas  Beauchemin. 

Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau : 

"That  these  depositions  be  referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  entrusted 
with  the  matter,  with  a  request  that  they  report  thereon  without  delay." 

Carried. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  the  following  day. 


SITTING  HELD  ON  THE  25TH. 

Present :  The  Superintendent,  in  the  Chair,  the  Archbishop  ot  Quebec^ 
the  Bishops  of  Three  Eivers,  Eimouski,  Montreal,  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  St. 
Hyacinthe  and  Chicoutimi,  Hon.  P.  J.  0.  Chauveau,  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  and 
P.  S.  Murphy,  Esq. 

The  Standing  Subcommittee  to  whom  the  Alexander  matt^  y^HB 
referred,  held  on  the  25th  February,  1881. 

Present :  The  Archbishop  and  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski,  Hon.  Sir  N.  F. 
Belleau,  Hon.  P.  J.  0.  Chauveau,  and  the  Superintendent  in  the  Chair. 

All  the  depositions  having  been  read.  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  moved  that  it 
be 
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"fiesolved:  That  it  appears  by  the  depositions  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee, that  William  J.  Alexander,  School  Inspector,  is  guilty  of  the 
charges  brought  against  him  and  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  Narcisse 
Boolay  and  Cltophas  Beauchemin,  and  that ,  owing  to  hia  bad  conduct  and 
immorality,  it  is  advisable  that  his  commission  as  School  Inspector  be 
cancelled,  and  a  report  to  that  efiect  be  made  to  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant- 
Go  vemor  in  ConnciL" 

Mr.  Chauveau  mored  in  amendment : 

"  That  Mr.  Alexander  and  the  petitioners  be  summoned  to  appear  in 
person,  or  by  Attorney,  before  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  on  the  21st  March  next,  at  10  a.m.,  to  be  heard  on  the 
proof  adduced  in  this  case." 

This  amendmoit  being  put  to  the  vote,  the  Sub-Oommittee  divided  as 
follows : 

Far — Hon.  Measrs.  Chauveau  and  Ouim^t — 2. 

Asrainsi — ^The  Archbishop,  the  Bishop  of  Sherbrooke  and  Sir  N.  F. 
Belleau. — 8. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost. 

The  main  motion  was  then  put  to  the  vote  with  the  following  result : 

Far — The  Archbishop,  the  Bishop  of  Sherbrooke,  Hon.  Sir  N,  F.  Belleau 
and  the  Superintendent.- 


Against— B.on,  P.  J.  0.  Chauveau. — 1. 
The  main  motion  was  declared  carried. 
The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 


&£D£0N  OUIMET, 

Chairman. 
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Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted,  and  submitted  the 
above  motion  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

« 
Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau  submitted  the  same  amendment,  which  was  put  to 

the  vote  with  the  following  result : 

For — Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau  and  the  Superintendent. — 2. 

Against — The  Archbishop,  the  Bishops  of  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  St. 
Ilyacinthe,  Chicoutimi,  Montreal  and  Rimouski,  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  P.  S, 
Murphy. — 9. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost. 

The  main  motion  was  then  put  with  the  following  result : 

For  —  The  Archbishop,  the  Bishops  of  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,'vSt 
Hyacinthe,  Chicoutimi,  Montreal,  Rimouski,  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  P.  S.  Murphy 
and  the  Superintendent. — 10. 

Against — Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau. — 1. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned.. 
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SITTING  HELD  18TH  MAY,  1881. 

Present :  The  Superintendent  in  the  Chair,  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec, 
the  Bishops  of  Three  Rivers,  Rimouski,  Montreal,  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  St. 
Hyacinthe  and  Chicoutimi,  Hon.  P.  J.  0.  Chauveau,  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau, 
Judge  Jette,  P.  S.  Murphy,  Esq.,  Dr.  H.  LaBue. 

I.  The  minubMS  of  the  special  meeting  of  the  24th  and  25th  February 
last  were  read  and  adopted. 

II.  A  petition  was  read  from  Eev.  Mr.  Duprc  praying  aid  for  the  Sorel 
College. 

Messrs.  Wiirtele,  Matthieu  and  Bobillard,  members  of  the  Legislative 

Assembly,  were  introduced  to  the  Committee,  and  gave  verbal  explanations 
respecting  the  petition. 

Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau : 

'*  That  this  Committee  does  not  deem  it  advisable,  at  present,  to  grant 
this  petition." 

Carried. 

III.  The  Archbishop  of  Quebec  submitted  the  following  report  on  the 
new  Elementary  Treatise  on  Arithmetic  by  F.  X.  Toussaint : 

"This  Committee,  while  admitting  that  this  new  edition  of  the 
Elementary  Treatise  on  Arithmetic,  by  F.  X.  Toussaint,  is  more  complete 
than  the  former  ones,  regrets,  nevertheless,  that  it  has  the  following  defects  : 

1.  No  index ; 

2.  Paper  of  inferior  quality,  type  too  small,  press-work  untidy  on  some 

pages. 

20 
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3.  No  rules  and  problems  relating  to  the  conversion  of  dollars  and 
cents  into  pounds,  shillings  and  pence,  Halifax  currency  and  vice  vena^ 
because  this  is  still  necessary,  the  custom  of  counting  by  dollars  and  cents 
is  so  recently  out  of  date  that  one  must  know  these  rules  and  how  to  carry 
them  out.  Moreover,  there  are  still  many  old  deeds  and  contracts  in  pounds^ 
shillings  and  pence,  the  proper  understanding  of  which  requires  a  know- 
ledge of  *lhese  rules. 

4.  The  practice  of  solving  problems  in  proportion  should  be  kept  up,, 
because  it  is  an  excellent  method  of  training  the  children's  minds. 

5.  The  various  parts  of  mental  calculation  should  be  scattered  through- 
out the  book  at  the  end  of  the  corresponding  sections. 

t  E.  A.  ARCHBISHOP  OF  QUEBEC, 

Chairman. 

This  report  was  adopted,  and  Mr.  Toussaint's  book  approved  under  the^ 
conditions  set  forth  in  the  said  Eeport. 

IV.  The  Committee  resolved  to  postpone  until  next  meeting  the  con-- 
sideration  of  the  petition  sent  by  the  Convent  of  Rimouski  (Les  SoBurs  dea 
Petites  Ecoles)  praying  for  aid. 

V.  The  Committee  resolved  to  recommend  to  the  Q-overnment  the 
appointment  of  Biev.  Hercule  S<oy  as  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  at 
Sherbrooke,  vice  Eev.  Mr.  Dufreane»  resigned. 

Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  seconded  by  Mr.  Murphy  : 

"That  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
deem  it  its  duty  to  support  the  position  of  the  Rector  and  Members  of  Lava! 
University,  praying  that  they  be  permitted  to  increase  the  number  of  chaira 
of  teaching  in  this  Province,  and  to  pass  an  Act  to  that  effect ;  That  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  sent  by  the  Superintendent  to  the  three  branches  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Province  oif  Quebec." 
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The  Committee  divided  as  follows : 

For — ^The  Archbishop,  the  [Bishops  of  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  St.  Hya- 
cinthe,  Chicoatimi,  Montreal  and  Rimouski,  Messrs.  Chauvean,  LaBue, 
Murphy,  Jette,  Onimet'and  Sir  N.JF.  Bellean. — 13. 

Against — The  Bishop  ^of  Three  Rivers. — 1. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried  and  the  Committee  adjourned. 
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PROTESTANT  COMMITTEE. 


DEPARTMENT   OF  PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 


Quebec,  25th  February,  1880. 


Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held:  Present,  Dr.  Dawson,  R.  W. 
Heneker,  Esq.,  the  Hon.  L.  R.  Church,  Dr.  Cook,  the  Hon.  W.  W.  Lynch, 
and  the  Hon.  Q-.  Ouimet,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  Dr.  Cook 
was  requested  to  act  as  Chairman. 

The  minutes  of  the  special  meeting  of  26th  November,  1879,  and  of 
the  meeting  of  the  sub-committee  of  the  4th  February,  1880  were  read  and 
confirmed. 

Letters  of  excuse  for  absence  from  the  meeting  were  read  from  the  Hon. 
J.  Ferrier  and  jud^e  Dunkin,  and  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Montreal. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  and. 
resolved : 

"  That  the  sub-committee  on  inspection  be  continued,  with  the  addi« 
tion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lynch,  and  that  the  sub-committee  be  instructed  to 
examine  the  Report  of  Inspectors  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools,  and  to 
report  on  the  distribution  of  the  Superior  Education  Fund  before  the 
August  meeting  of  the  Committee. 
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Oommonication  haying  been  made  to  the  Committee  of  a  correspon- 
dence between  the  Hon.  J .  Gr.  Robertson,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province, 
and  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent,  in  which  the  Treasurer  suggests :  1st. 
That  the  Normal  School  Fees  should  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  and  not 
retained  by  the  Education  Department. 

2nd.  That  the  balances  unappropriated  of  the  grants  for  Common 
Schools  and  Superior  Education  shall  not  be  retained  by  the  Education 
Department  but  paid  back  into  the  Treasury.'' 

On  the  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Church,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved : 

"  That  the  sums  of  money  referred  to  in  the  said  correspondence,  are 
clearly  those  referred  to  in  section  19,  39  Victoria,  chapter  XX,  which 
reads  as  follows  : — 

'^  The  sums  of  money  which  shall  have  been  granted  to  Roman  Catho- 
lics or  Protestants  for  the  purpose  of  Public  Instruction,  or  been  part 
thereof  which  shall  not  have  been  expended  shall  remain  at  the  credit  and 
disposal  of  the  Committee  which  had  the  control  thereof 

"  And  further  that  as  regards  the  work  of  this  Committee,  the  said 
funds  and  especially  the  Normal  School  Pees  are  absolutely  necessary, 
forming  its  contingent  fund,  which  serves  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Committee : — 

"  That  the  Committee,  as  heretofore,  will  render  an  account  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  above  funds  to  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  for  the 
information  of  the  Legislature." 

Report  of  the  sub-committee  of  conference  with  sub-committee  of 
Catholic  Committee  was  submitted  and  adopted,  viz  : — 

1.  Tour  sub-committee  met  the  sub-committee  of  the  Catholic  Com- 
mittee, and  had  friendly  discussion  of  the  general  principles  of  the  proposed 
consolidation  ol  the  Educational  Laws. 
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2.  It  appeared  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  the  fall  comprehension  of 
the  changes   proposed  that  the  Bill  should  be  printed  in  English  with. 

reference  to  the  sections  of  the  present  law  and  with  indication  of  the  new 

provisions  introduced.    This,  it  was  understood  from  the  Superintendent 

would  be  done. 

5.  It  appears  that  the  changes  in  the  Bill  tend  to  define  more  fully  the 
separation  of  the  different  classes  of  the  population,  and  it  appearer  neces- 
sary that  the  clauses  haying  this  tendency  should  be  carefully  considered 
by  the  Protestant  Committee  with  reference  to  their  bearing  on  the  educa- 
tion of  Protestants. 

4.  Your  Sub-Committee  did  not  venture  to  express  any  opinion  as  to 
the  changes  contemplated,  but  would  ask  the  attention  of  members  of  the 
Committee  when  the  bill  is  printed,  to  several  of  them,  more  especially  to 
the  definition  of  £oman  Catholics  and  Protestants,  to  the  case  of  mixed  or 
Common  Schools,  to  the  arrangements  for  official  supervision,  and  to  the 
classification  of  different  ^ades  of  schools. 

6.  Conversation  was  also  had  on  the  prospects  for  granting  privileges 
to  graduates  in  arts  with  reference  to  professional  examinations  and  to 
supervision  of  these  examinations  by  the  Committees  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction,  on  the  desireableness  of  which  there  seemed  to  be 
agreement  on  the  part  of  both  sub-committees. 

6.  Conversation  was  also  had  on  the  subject  of  inspection  of  Schools, 
and  it  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  of  both  sub-committees  that  no  diminution 
of  the  grant  should  be  made ;  but  it  was  suggested  that  the  several  Com- 
mittees should  consider  the  possibility  of  improvement  in  the  methods  of 
inspection,  should  such  prove  practicable." 

The  Secretary  presented  the  accounts  of  the  .contingent  fund,  showing^ 
a  balance  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal  of  $586.44.  The  accounts  and  vouchers 
were  examined  and  found  correct. 
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It  was  moved  by  B.  "W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Ohurcb,  and 
resolved : 

-'  That  the  statement  of  accounts  submitted  by  the  Secretary,  showing 
«  balance  on  hand  of  $585.44,  be  and  is  hereby  received  and  adopted,  but 
that  the  items  of  payment  for  inspection  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools 
are  not  to  be  taken  as  a  precedent,  and  that  this  Committee  consider  that 
they  have  a  just  claim  for  the  return  of  the  sums  so  paid  to  Mr.  Weir  and 
Mr.  Emberson  for  salaries  and  expenses  in  the  inspection  of  Academies  and 
Model  Schools  for  the  year  1879." 

The  claims  of  Dr.  Miles,  the  Secretary  representing  the  Protestant 
interest  in  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  having  been  again 
brought  under  the  notice  of  this  Committee,  together  with  a  statement  to 
the  effect  that  his  case  has  become  extremely  urgent,  it  is  resolved : 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  Dr.  Miles  is  entitled  to  a 
prompt  and  equitable  adjustment  by  the  Gk)verment  of  his  claims  set  forth 
in  his  memorial  to  the  late  Lieutenant-G-overnor  in  the  month  of  June  last." 

The  Superintendent  informed  the  Committee  that  it  was  his  desire  to 
exhibit  the  scholastic  system  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  at  the  Provincial 
Sxhibition  to  be  held  in  Montreal  in  September  next,  to  which  the  sanction 
of  this  Committee  was  given,  coupled  with  their  desire  to  aid  the  Superin- 
tendent in  his  laudable  eflforts  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  James  Mitchell,  Rector  of  the  High  School,  Quebec,  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Committee  for  preparing  examination  papers  for  teachers' 
diploma.  ' 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Black,  Thurso,  in  regard  to  a  grant  from 
the  fund  fox  superior  education  to  the  Academy  there.  The  Secretary  was 
instructed  towrite  Mr.  Black  that  the  case  of  the  Thurso  School  would  be 
considered  afltr  the  Committee  had  received  the  Inspector's  report  thereon. 
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The  subject  of  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees  was  discussed,  and 
the  sub-committee  on  the  same  was  instructed  to  take  immediate  action 
thereon. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
"Wednesday,  the  26th  May,  or  sooner  if  necessary  on  the  call  of  the 
Chairman. 

(Signed),  QEORaE  WEIR, 

Secretary. 

Confirmed  June  1,  1880. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  QUEBEC, 

Chairman. 


Education  Office,  Quebec,  1st  June,  1880. 

Which  day  a  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  was  held  in  the  Education  Office,  Quebec : 

Pbksent  : — ^His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  Hon.  Judge  Day,  Dr. 

Dawson,   Venerable  Archdeacon  Leach,    Dr.  Cook,  Hon.  Judge  Dunkin, 

Hon.  James  Ferrier,  Hon.  L.  £.  Church,  Hon.  W.  W.  Lynch  and  Dr.  Oame^ 
ron,  M.  P.  P. 

On  the  motion  of  Hon.  James  Ferrier,  seconded  by  Hon.  Judge  Dan  kin » 
it  was  unanimously 

Resolved, — ^That  the  Right  Severed  James  Williams,  Lord  Biskop  of 
Quebec,  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Chairman  of  this  Committee  in 
room  of  the  Hon.  Q-eorge  Irvine.    His  Lordship  accordingly  took  ihe  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Richard  White,  of  Montreal,  being  introduced  to  th#  meeting,  laid 
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before  it  a  proposal  for  publishing  a  journal  of  education  in  the  Protestant 

interest  of  the  province  of  Quebec.     Some  conversation  was  had  in  regard 

to  it ;  but  the  Committee,  while  favorably  regarding  the  proposal,  felt  that 

nothing  could  be  done  in  this  matter  until  the  finances  at  the  disposal  of 

the  Committee  are  more  clearly  ascertained. 

• 
There  was  laid  before  the  meeting  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Bishop  of 

Montreal,  stating  that  other  engagements  prevented  his  being  present  to-day, 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  E.  T.  Faterson,  Secretary-treasurer  to  th^ 
School  Commissioners  of  Durham,  county  of  Drummond,  complaining  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  grant  for  the  past  year  from  the  superior  education, 
fund  from  the  Durham  or  Ulverton  model  school,  contending  that  the 
annual  returns  had  been  sent  to  the  department,  and  setting  forth  the 
claims  of  the  said  school  to  the  government  grant  for  the  past  year,  and  the 
continuance  of  it  in  the  future.  The  secretary  was  instructed  to  say  in 
reply,  that  the  claims  of  the  said  school  would  be  considered  at  the  August 
meeting,  in  connection  with  the  distribution  of  the  superior  education  fund. 

The  secretary  was  directed  to  say,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Proctor's  letter,  in 
regard  to  teachers  being  appointed  members  of  Boards  of  Examiners  to 
grant  Teachers'  Diplomas,  that  no  teachers  have  been  appointed  to  such 
positions  since  the  time  to  which  he  refers  in  his  letter. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  P.  S.  Ruel,  secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  Carleton,  county  Bonaventure,  stating  that  Mr.  John  McCor- 
mack,  of  New  Richmond,  is  old  and  infirm  and  asks  that  his  resignation  as 
a  member  of  the  said  Board  be  accepted,  and  that  the  Bev.  Mr.  Lindsay,  of 
New  Richmond,  be  named  in  his  place.  The  secretary  was  requested  to 
write  Mr.  Ruel  to  request  Mr.  McCormack  to  send  in  a  formal  resignation 
and  that  the  Board  of  Examiners  recommend  some  one  to  fill  his  place. 

The  Committee  unanimously  resolved  to  request  the  Hon.  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction  to  lay  the  names  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Murray, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Blaylock,  B.  A.,  John  LeG-rand,  Esq.,  all  of  New  Carlisle, 
before  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  council,  with  the  respectful 
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Tecommendation  that  the  above  named  gentlemen  be  appointed  members 
of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  the  county  of  Bonaventnre. 

A  letter  was  readjfrom  Mr.  C.  A.  Eichardson,''secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Examiners  of  the  county  of  Stanstead,  stating  that  he  was  instructed  by  the 
said  Board  to  notify  the  Committee  that  a  vacancy  has  occurred  in  the  said 
Board  by  the  removal  from  the  province  of  "William  S.  Hunter,  Esq.,  and 
to  recommend  the  appointment  in  his  place  of  Michael  Felix  Hackett,  Esq , 
advocate,  of  Stanstead  Plain.  The  Committee  agreed  to  request  the  Hon. 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  lay  the  name  of  Michael  Felix 
Hackett,  Esq.,  advocate,  of  Stanstead  Plain,  before  His  Honor  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor in  council  with  the  respectful  recommendation  that  the  said 
Michael  Felix  Hackett,  Esq.,  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  Stanstead. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved, — "  That  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  funds  available 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Committee  and  for  the  support  of  a  Journal  of 
Education,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  arrears  of  marriage  license 
iees,  with  the  request  that  they  report  to  the  August  meeting." 

It  was  agreed  to  request  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion to  have  a  fresh  supply  printed  of  forms  of  Returns  from  Board  of 
Examiners  to  grant  teachers  diplomas. 

A  letter  was  read  ^from  Mr.  Wilson,  Shawville,  complaining  that  two 
candidates  under  the  legal  age,  had  received  teachers  diplomas  from  the 
Board  of  Examiners,  Aylmer,  in  May  last.  The  Secretary  was  directed  to 
make  enquiry,  as  to  this  charge,  of  the  Secretary  to- the  Ottawa  Board  of 
Examiners. 

On  the  motion  of  Hon.  Judge  Dunkin,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  "  That  the  Committee  feel«  it  their  duty  to  represent  to  the 
Provincial  Executive,  their  very  strong  conviction  that  it  is  imi)ortant  that 
the  fullest  attention  should  be  given  to  the  whole  subject  of  the  school 
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lawsof  the  Province,  before  attempt  is  made  to  legislate  finally  for  their 
consolidation ;  and  that,  with  this  view,  they  think  the  measure  will  re- 
quire, after  discussion,  to  stand  over  for  next  session,  and  that  this  resolu- 
tion be  communicated  to  the  Catholic  Committee.^ 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  "  That  the  Hon.  Judge  Dunkin,  Dr.  Church,  Mr.  Heneker 
^d  Dr.  Dawson  be  a  sub-committee  to  consider  the  Bill  respecting  Public 
Instruction,  submitted  to  this  Committee  with  reference  to  its  condensation 
and  arrangement,  and  to  the  protection  and  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  Protestant  education,  and  with  power  to  confer  with  the  members  of  the 
;  Crovemment  and  the  Sui)erintendent  of  Education,  and  to  report,  from  time 

to  time,  to  this  Committee." 

i 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  it  was  unanimously 

Resofvedy  "  That  the  memoranda  of  Mr.  Heneker,  on  educational  grants 
and  tables,  be  referred  to  the  sub-committee  on  the  Education  Act." 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  "  That  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Education  be  request- 
ed to  present  to  the  G-ovemment  the  earnest  request  of  this  Committee, 
that  a  sum  of  $500  per  annum  may  be  placed  at  its  disposal  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  the  publication  of  an  Educational  Journal  for  the  special  benefit 
of  the  Protestant  Schools.  That  the  Superintendent  be  also  requested  to 
mention  this  Eesolution  to  the  Catholic  Committee." 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Committee  a  statement  of  the^Contingent 
Fnnd,  shewing  a  balance  of  $336.44  at  the  credit  of  the  Committee  in  the 
Bank  of  Montreal. 

« 

The  Secretary's  contingent  expenses,  amounting  to  $8.75  were  ordered 

to  be  paid. 

f 

A  deputation,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Colby  and  Holmes,  from  the 
fltanstead  Academy,  and  Stanstead  Wesley  an  Indies  College,  was  heard  in 
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behalf  of  these  institutions,  urging  their  claims  to  a  larger  grant  from  the 
Superior  Educational  Fund.  The  Committee  assured  the  deputation  that 
the  matter  would  receive  their  careful  consideration  when  the  distributioa 
of  the  Superior  Fund  was  made  next  August. 

Petitions  from  School  Commissioners  in  the  village  of  Huntingdon, 
and  from  other  School  Commissioners  in  several  municipalities  of  the 
counties  of  Huntingdon,  Chateauguay  and  Beauharnois,  were  submitted  to 
the  Committee  by  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction* 
praying  for  the  establishment  in  Huntingdon  of  a  Board  of  Examiners  ta 
grant  teachers'  diplomas.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  petitions  from  the  Superintendent,  and  to  say  that  they 
are  under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  the  25th  August,  or  sooner  if  necessary,  on  the  call  of  the 
Chairman. 

GEOKaE  WEIE, 
Secretary. 


MEETING  OF  WEDNESDAY,  THE  25TH  MAT,  1881. 

Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  tli£ 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held. 

Present :  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  Chairman ;  Dr.  Dawson,  C  M.G, 
Dr.  Cook,  The  Venerable  Archdeacon  Leach,  LL.D.,  E.  W.  Heneker,  Esq, 
Dr.  Cameron,  M.P.P.,  and  the  Hon.  Gr6d6on  Ouimet,  Superintendent  aj 
Public  Instruction. 

The  minutes  of  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
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On  the  motion  of  K.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cook,  it  was 
tmanimonsly  Resolved : 

"  That,  it  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Committee  that  Her 
Majesty  has  conferred  on  Dr.  J.  W.  Dawson,  Principal  of  McGill  College, 
and  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  the  distinction  of 
C.M.Gr.,  in  testimony  of  his  high  attainments  as  a  scientific  and  literary 
man,  the  congratulations  of  this  Committee  be  tendered  to  Dr.  Dawson  on 
the  honour  thus  conferred  upon  him. 

Dr.  Dawson  reported  from  the  Sub*Committee  on  Examination  of 
Inspectors  of  Schools  certain  regulations  which  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Education  and  approved  by  him,  and,  under  which,  adver- 
tisement had  been  made  for  candidates  to  fill  the  present  vacancy. 

Regulations  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public 

Instruction  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  appointment  as  Inspectors 
of  Schools ;  under  Article  42  of  40  Vic,  chap.  22 : 

1.  Every  candidate  shall  be  held  to  appear  personally  before  Ihe  Com- 
mittee, at  such  time  as  may  be  appointed  by  advertisement  of  the  Honor- 
able the  Superintendent  of  Education. 

2.  Every  candidate  must  forward  to  the  Superintendent  of  Education, 
at  least  six  days  before  the  time  appointed  for  his  appearing  before  the 
Conmiittee,  the  following  documents : 

(a).  A  written  application  for  appointment,  stating  age  of  applicant 
and  other  particulars  bearing  on  his  qualifications. 

(b).  Testimonials  of  good  character  and  conduct. 

(c).  Certificates  of  literary  attainments  and  qualifications,  of  University 
degree  and  honours,  if  any,  and  of  successful  experience  in  teaching. 
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(d).  A  deposit  of  six  dollars  shall  be  made  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Education  for  for  payment  of  advertising  in  the  Official  Gazette  and 
other  necessary  expt^ses. 

8.  Every  candidate  shall  be  prepared  to  answer  such  questions  as  may 
be  put  by  the  Examiners  appointed  by  the  Committee,  with  reference  to : 

(a).  The  subjects  taught  in  the  schools  to  be  subjected  to  his  inspection^ 
and  the  methods  of  teaching  the  same. 

(b).  The  organization,  discipline  and  management  of  schools. 

(c).  The  duties  of  Inspectors,  Commissioners  and  Teachers,  and  the 
operation  of  the  school  law. 

In  the  event  of  the  Committee  being  satisfied  with  the  testimonials,  it 
will  be  at  its  option  to  diepense  with  any  portion  of  the  above  examination. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson  the  foregoing  Begulations  were  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Committee. 

Two  candidates  for  the  Inspectorship  of  Schools,  caused  oj  the  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Emberson,  presented  themselves  before  the  Committee,  viz-t 
Mr.  McGrregor,  Principal  of  the  Huntingdon  Academy,  and  Mr.  Parkin^ 
Principal  of  the  Sherbrooke  Academy.  After  the  application  and  testimonials 
of  these  candidates  had  been  read  and  considered,  it  was  moved  by  Dr. 
Dawson,  seconded  by  R.  "W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  and  Resolved  : — 

"  That  in  consideration  of  the  Testimonials  presented  by  Messrs. 
McQ-regor  and  Parkin,  the  Committee  consider  it  unnecessary  to  examine 
either,  except  on  such  points  under  Regulation  3,  (c)  as  the  members  of  the 
Committee  may  see  fit  to  require." 

Accordingly,  several  questions,  3  (c)  were  submitted  in  writing  to  thfl 
aforesaid  candidates,  to  which  written  answers  were  to  be  returned  in  i 
specified  time. 
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A  letter  having  been  read  from  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  transmitting  to  the  Committee  the  answer  of  the  Roman  Catholic- 
Committee  to  the  memorial  of  the  Protestant  Committee  on  the  proposed 
new  School  Law,  it  was  referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  said  proposed 
new  School  Law. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  G.  Scott,  Chicoutimi,  asking  that,  in 
the  event  of  the  Protestants  giving  up  for  the  sake  of  peace  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  School  of  Chicoutimi,  the  school  tax  levied  on  property  owned  by^ 
Protestants  there,  the  Protestant  Committee  give  to  the  Protestant  School 
at  Chicoutimi,  a  fair  equivalent ;  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  say  that 
the  Protestant  Committee  has  no  means  at  its  disposal  to  give  grants  to  such 
schools. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  N.  Darby,  Secretary-Treasurer, 'Dissentient  School 
Trustees,  South  Ely,  P.Q.,  complaining  that  32  Vict.  cap.  16,  section  12  of 
the  School  Law,  was  referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  School  Law. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Thos.  Blaylock,  B.A.,  Chairman  of 
School  Commissioners,  New  Carlisle,  Co.  Bonaventure,  applying  for  a  grant 
from  the  fund  for  Superior  Education  for  a  contemplated  Model  School,  at 
New  Carlisle,Ithe  Secretary  was  iLstructed  to  explain  the  steps  necessary  for 
the  establishment  of  such  a  Model  School,  and  to  express  the  Committee'^ 
satisfaction  at  ts  contemplated  establishment. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
ikm  transmitting  to  the  Committee  the  action  of  the  Provincial  Govern- 
laent  in  regard  to  the  wrears  of  marriage  licenses  fees. 

Copy  of  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honorable  the  Executive 
Council,  dated  the  22nd  March,  1881. 

Approved  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  on  the  23rd  March,  1881. 
No.  106. 
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Present  : 


The  Honorable  Mr.  Chapleau,  in  the  chair. 

Eobertson. 
Ross. 
Loranger. 
Lynch. 
Flynn. 
Paquet,  in  Council. 
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Concerning  certain  moneys  resulting  from  the  sale  of  Marriage  Licenses, 
tJoUected  in  Ottawa  : — 

The  Honorable  the  Solicitor  Q-eneral,  in  a  report,  dated  the  12th  of 
February  last,  1881,  recommends  that  the  request  of  the  Protestant  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  contained  in  the  Resolution 
adopted  by  them  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November  last,  respecting  a  sum 
of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  at  Ottawa,  resulting  from 
the  sale  of  Marriage  Licenses  in  this  Province  from  1867,  to  1873,  be  granted, 
subject  to  the  following  conditions  : — 

That  the  said  sum  be  invested  by  the  said  Protestant  Committee,  in 
trust,  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  Protestant  Superior  Education,  in  the 
Province. 


That  the  annual  interest  on  said  sum  shall  be  used,  applied  and  appor- 
tioned among  the  Protestant  Institutions  of  Superior  Education,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  sums  now  derivable  from  the  sale  of  Marriage  Licenses  are 
used,  applied,  and  apportioned,  under  the  Act  35  Vict.  cap.  8. 

That  the  Honorable  the  Treasurer  of  the  Province  be  authorized  to 
apply  to  the  Finance  Minister  of  the  Dominion  for  the  payment  of  said  sum 
and  to  devote  the  same,  when  paid,  as  herein  set  forth. 
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The  Committee  concur  lA  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  submit  the 
same  for  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  approval. 

Certified. 

(Signed),  •  FELIX  FORTIER, 

Clerk  of  Ex.  Council. 


The  above  Report  in  respect  of  the  proceeds  of  Marriage  Licenses, 
between  the  years  1867  and  1873,  inclusive,  having  been  read  and  approved, 
it  was  moved  by  R  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr,  Dawson,  and 
Resolved : — 

*'  That  the  Committee  desire  to  record  their  satisfaction  at  the  settlement 
of  this  long-pending  question. 

'*  That  the  Honorable  the  Superintendent  be  requested,  at  the  same  time 
to  take  all  proi>er  measures  to  cause  the  investment  of  the  same  in  the  name 
of  the  Protestant  Committee,  in  Dominion  stock." 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Thos.  Blaylock,  B.A.,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  New  Carlisle,  County  Bonaventure,  in  regard  to  the  present 
constitution  of  said  Board  of  Examiners  having  been  read,  it  was  moved  by 
Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cook,  and  unanimously  Resolved : — 

"  That  the  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Education  be  requested  to 
submit  to  the  G-overnment  the  recommendation  of  this  Committee  that  a 
Protestant  Board  of  Examiners  be  established  for  the  County  of  Bonaven- 
ture, centering  at  New  Carlisle,  and  that  said  Board  consist  of  the  present 
Protestant  members  with  the  addition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lindsay,  New  Rich- 
mond, and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  Shigawake."  The  Honorable  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  was  requested  to  submit  to  his  Honour  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council  the  names  of  the  said  Rev.  Mr.  Lindsay, 
New  Richmond,  and  the  said  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  Shigawake,  with  the  respectful 
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recommendation  that  the  above  named  gentlemen  be  appointed  members  of 
the  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners  recommended  to  be  established  at  New 
Carlisle,  County  Bonaventure. 

A  complaint  in  regard  to  the  non-inspection  of  the  Philipsburgh  Model 
School  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  grant  from  the  same  having  been  laid 
before  the  Committee,  it  was  moved  by  Dr.  Cameron,  seconded  by  Dr- 
Cook,  and  Resolved : — 

'*  That  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  be  requested  to  instruct  Inspector 
McLaughlin  to  examine  and  report  on  the  Model  School  at  Philipsburgh, — 
drawing  his  attention  especially  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  building, — 
aswell  as  to  the  number  of  scholars  and  their  educational  status." 

On  the  motion  of  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Leach,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cook, 
it  was  unanimously  Resolved : — 

"  That,  in  regard  to  letters  from  the  following  gentlemen  viz.,  Dr. 
Cornish,  President  Board  of  Examiners,  Montreal,  stating  that  said  Board 
recommend  that  Dr.  J.  B.  Harrington  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  said 
Board  of  Examiners,  Montreal,  in  room  of  Dr.  Bell,  who,  owing  to  removal, 
from  said  city,  has  resigned ;  from  Messrs.  H.  Butler,  President,  and  H. 
LeRoy  Fuller,  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  the  District 
of  Bedford,  recommending  that  the  Rev  Wm.  Ross  Brown,  of  Iron 
Hill,  be  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignationof  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Mills;  and  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Cleveland,  Secretary,  Protestant 
Board  of  Examiners,  Richmond,  stating  that  said  Board  of  Examiners, 
Richmond,  recommend  the  appointment  ot  the  Rev.  F.  M.  Dewey,  B  A., 
to  fill  the  vacancy  there  caused  by  the  resignation  of  W.  E.  Jones,  Esq., 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  be  requested  to  lay  the  names  of 
said  gentlemen  before  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council, 
with  the  respectful  recommendation  that  said  gentlemen  be  appointed 
members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Examiners,  as  requested  above." 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  Dr.  Leach,  it  was  unani- 
mously Resolved : — 


323 


"  That  it  be  a  request  to  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  that  the  list 
of  school  books,  so  soon  as  sanctioned  by  the  Government,  be  published, 
with  the  instructions  appended  to  it  in  The  Educational  Record^ 

The  following  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  in  regard  to  the  examina- 
tion of  candidates  for  entrance  to  the  study  of  professions  was  laid  before 
the  meeting:— 

"  Tour  committee  were  not  able  to  see  Mr.  Chapleau,  but  having  heard 
from  Mr.  Lynch  that  the  Grovemment  was  not  prepared  to  introduce  a  bill 
on  the  subject  this  session,  they  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  proceed 
farther." 

(Signed),  J.  W.  QUEBEC,  Chairman. 


The  following  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  proposed  School  Act 
was  read : — 

"  Having  heard  from  Mr.  Lynch  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  proceed  with  the  Aci  during  this  session,  your  committee 
took  no  further  steps." 

(Signed),  J.  W.  QUEBEC,  Chairman. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cook,  it  was  unanimously 
Resolved : — 

'*  That  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Education  be  requested  to  give 
attention  to  a  Bill  before  Parliament  in  respect  to  examinations  for  Land- 
Surveyors,  and  to  draw  attention  to  the  inexpediency  of  the  examinations 
proi)osed." 

Principal  Dawson  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Educational 
Record^  a  list  of  addresses  of  teachers  received  from  the  Education  Depart- 
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ment,  and  to  whom  copies  of  the  Record  from  January  to  May  inclusive,  had 
been  sent.  Also,  a  letter  and  memorandum  of  account  from  the  publisher. 
The  list  submitted  included  904  copies  of  the  Record,  being  304  in  excess  of 
the  number  contracted  for,  and  instructions  were  asked  as  to  the  number 
to  be  sent  in  future,  and  the  means  of  reducing  the  list  if  necessary. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  it  was 
unanimously  Resolved : — 

"  That  the  list  now  submitted  be  referred  to  the  Secretary,  with  instruc- 
tions to  have  it  carefully  compared  with  the  lists  in  the  department,  in  order 
to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  sub-committee  on  the  Record,  and  to  this  commit- 
tee to  what  extent  it.  may  be  reduced,  so  as,  if  possible,  to  come  within  the 

limits  of  the  grant. 

**  That  the  Hon.  the  Superiijtendent  of  Education  be  requested  to 
give  such  facilities  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose." 

The  candidates  for  the  vacant  inspectorship  of  schools,  viz.,  Messrs. 
McGregor  and  Parkin,  having  given  in  their  answers  to  the  questions  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee,  and  said  answers  having  been  read  and  considered, 
it  was  moved  by  Dr.  Cook,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cameron,  and  unanimously 
Resolved : — 

"  That,  while  fully  admitting  the  character  and  qualifications  of  both 
candidates,  the  committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  many  years  in  which 
Mr.  McGregor  has  proved  himself  an  able  and  successful  teacher  in  Canada, 
would  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the  office  of  Inspector,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Emberson  resigned." 

On  the  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Dawson,  it  was 
unanimously  Resolved : — 

"  That  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Parkin,  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  be  re- 
quested to  remit  the  fee." 
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On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Cook,  seconded  by  Dr.  Leach,  it  was  unanimously 
Resolved : — 

**  That,  in  conformity  with  39  Vict.,  chap.  15,  sec.  15,  the  Committee  do 
associate  with  themselves,  in  room  of  Henry  Fry,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Mathews  of  Quebec." 

The  following  letter  in  answer  to  the  Committee's  minute  of  the  23rd 
of  February  last,  in  regard  to  the  taking  of  the  census  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  was  laid  before  the  meeting  by  the  Chairman,  The  Lord  Bishop  of 
Quebec: 


Department  of  Agricultube, 

Ottawa,  Canada,  March  14th,  1881. 

Sir, — 1  have  an  instruction  from  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  acknow- 
ledge your  letter  of  the  1st,  inst.,  conveying  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of 
the  pToceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction,  held  on  Wednesday,  the  23rd  February,  and,  in  reply,  I 
am  to  inform  you  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  appoint  Roman  Catholic 
and  Protestant  Commissioners  for  each  census  district,  as  recommended  by 
the  Kesolution  of  the  Protestant  Committee. 

As  respects  the  relative  number  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
population  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  they  will  be  as  carefully  obtained  as 
possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 
(Signed),  JOHN  LOWE, 

Sec.  Dep.  of  Agriculture. 
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To  the  Eight  Reverend,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  the  School  Law  reported  prog^ress  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

The  accounts,  with  proper  vouchers  for  all  payments,  were  submitted, 
examined  and  found  correct.  The  present  cash  balance  in  the  Bank  of 
Montreal  is  |1,370.60. 

The  Secretary's-  account  for  contingent  expenses  amounting  to  $6.61 
was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

« 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wednesday  the  7th  September  next,  or  sooner  if  necessary. 

GEOR&E  WEIR, 

Secretary . 
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Sir, 
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Quebec,  26th  December,  1882. 

7*0  Hon.  Jean  Blachet,  ' 

Provincial  Secretary, 

SiK, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  upon  public  instruction  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  for  the  scholastic  year  1881-82. 

General  Summary. 

As  in  my  other  reports,  I  will  first  give  a  table  showing  our  present 
general  situation  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


Manic!  palities 

Diistricts 

to 

'School -bonseg 

Schools  (tinder  control) 

Number  of  pupils 

Average  attendance  . . . 


1876-7Y 

1877-78 

949 

967 

4193 

4233 

3826 

3945 

4115 

4209 

232765 

234828 

178621 

180294 

Increase. 


17 

40 

119 

94 

2063 

1673 


1878-79 


970 

4291 

3948 

4282 

239808 

183740 


Increase. 

1879-80 

3 

988 

58 

4318 

3 

4013 

73 

4310 

4980 

234705 

3446 

180316 

Increase  or 
decrease. 


18  inc. 

27  inc. 
65  inc. 

28  inc. 
5104  dec. 

.3425  dec. 


1880-81 

Increase. 

1010 

22 

4403 

85 

3I>39 

26 

4368 

58 

235574 

869 

180370 

55 

1881-82 


1051 
4522 
4440 
4457 
236699 
180463 


Increase. 


41 
119 
501 

69 

1125 

9» 


The  above  table  must  be  compared  with  the  following : 


TUCHIHO. 

1876-77 

1877 

65394 
138432 
12101 
68806 
16666 
8351 

,„„.. 

1879-80 

1880-ai 

IncreMO  or 
decreate. 

1881- 

4023 
4524 
1073 
3463 
3321 
14515 

B0143 
153853 
1 7891 
72813 
34792 
50777 

5294 
14704 
29&S 
»702 
1946 
15348 

75498 
I489J1 
21295 
71*18 
36070 
48711 

4647  dec. 
4941   dec. 

3404  inc. 

1394  dec. 
1278  inc. 

2066  dec. 

823< 
16761 
252^ 
7851 

sen 

600! 

ctpal  fact  to  be  dedaced  from  these  official  stati 
en  an  increase  or  an  improvement  in  ererythinj 
t  year  the  statistics  were  far  from  being  as  satisii 
tory  had  jnst  been  abolished  and  our  population,  i 
n  the  purchasing  of  school  books,  neglected,  to 
irst  of  their  duties  in  the  administration  of  schools 
Lg  the  children  what  is  necessary  for  their  studies. 

aediate  consequence  was  a  decrease  in  the  numbe 
1  principal  subjects  of  primary  education,  such  as  1 
iphy  and  drawing. 

■  to  remedy  this  evil  and  to  a  certain  extent,  repla 
iccording  to  the  tenor  of  my  last  report,  I  express 
islature  would  pass  a  law  compelling  school  mxa 
>  provide,  themselves,  the  school  books  and  necrss 

verument  brought  down  a  bill  which  contained  t 


Lool  municipalities  shall  be  obliged  to  supply  the 
control  with  the  necessary  school  supplies  and 
to  the  children  entered  on  the  school  ^11,  books, 
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boojgs,  pencils,  ink,  and  all  other  things  necessary  or  useful  for  teaching ; 
and  the  said  mtqiicipalities  shall  bay  all  these  thin'gs  with  their  o\^ 
funds. 

"  If  a  child  loses,  destroys  or  spoils,  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  useless, 
his  class-books  or  supplies,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  for  those  given  him 
to  replace  them.  * 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  oflScers  of  the  school  held  under  their  con- 
trol, on  ihe  first  day  of  every  month,  to  inform  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
the  Commissioners  or  Trustees  of  the  number  of  children  who  are  without 
the  necessary  school-books  or  supplies." 

But  this  bill  which  was  unanimously  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly failed,  through  some  misunderstanding  which  I  have  been  unable^  to 
ascertain,  to  get  through  the  Council. 

Under  the  circumstances,  my  duty  was  quite  plain.  I  had  only  to 
seek  in  the  existing  system  for  the  means  of  recovering  the  lost  ground.  I 
have  always  at  hand  a  powerful  lever,  the  inspectorship.  By  means  of 
the  inspection  bulletins  of  which  I  have  spoken  more  than  once  in  my 
reports,  I  can  keep  myself  posted  as  to  the  educational  work  done  in  each 
locality.  Every  school  has  its  bulletin  which  the  inspector  sends  me  after 
his  inspection,  and  if  the  school  be  badly  kept,  I  am  informed  of  it  at  once. 
I  can  then  intervene  and  remind  the  local  authorities  of  the  requirements 
of  the  law. 

It  is  by  means  of  such  bulletins  and  of  the  special  instructions  given 
to  the  inspectors  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  excite  the  zeal  of  the  rate- 
payers, remove  the  evil  effects  of  neglect  and  cause  new  efforts  to  be  made 
for  the  public  welfare.  The  inspectors  have  endeavored  to  convince  the 
municipalities  of  the  advantages  of  the  system  provided  by  the  bill  aboVe 
cited  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Superintendent  after  having  taken  commu- 
nication of  the  inspection  bulletins,  has  deemed  it  his  duty,  more  persever- 
ingly  and  energetically  than  ever,  to  counsel  and  remonstrate  with  the 
School  Commissioners  and  Trustees  and  has  even  in  more  than  one  instance 
taken  rigorous  measures. 

/    The  result  of  this  daily  work  is  shewn  in  the  two  preceding  tables. 


The  year  1880-81  was  a  bad  one :  we  picked  up  in  1881-82,  as  may  be  seen 
by  the  comparison  between  this  year  and  1879-80  as  to  the  branches  in 
which  there  was  a  decrease  in  1880-81. 

1879-80  1881-82 

History 80148  82808 

Arithmetic 153852  157671 

Geography 72812  7S511 

Industrial  drawing 50777  6009i 

This  result  is  due  to  the  zeal  of  the  inspectors  and  to  the  } 
several  municipalities  have  already  acquired  of  supplying  the  sc 
a^ves.  How  much  more  success  could  we  not  have  attained, 
which  a  short  experience  has  proved  to  be  beneficial,  had  only 
tioned  by  statute  ?  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  again  ask  that  the 
shall  take  up  the  question. 

I  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  meniioning  the  great  ii 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  building  and  division  of  the  scl 
The  law  which  colnpels  the  Commissioners  to  build  school-h 
plans  supplied  or  approved  by  the  Superintendent  was  passed  i 
since  then  714  new  houses  have  been  built.  I  am  in  a  positit 
that  they  are  .ill  suitable.  This  fact  alone  is  sufficiently  impo 
escape  notice. 

I  may  also  instance  individual  cases  where  astonishing  p 
been  made.  Thus,  Mr.  Gay,  shows  an  increase  of  240  per  i 
number  of  pupils  learning  arithmetic  while  Mr.  Stenson  gives  tb 
table  of  the  results  obtained  in  his  district. 
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dumber  of  municipalities. 
«      districts 


^      school  houses, 
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«( 


ti 
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II 


u 


(I 
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schools  in  operation  under  control 

pupils 

pupils  reading  fluently 

^<      in  writing 

**     arithmetic 


a 


u 


u 


u 


book-keeping , 

English  grammar . 
French  grammar . , 
industrial  drawing, 
agriculture 


1867 

26 

85 

70 

72 

2626 

2243 

1598 

1667 


124 
564 


8 


1882 


46 


173 


Increase. 


20 


88 


162 

92 

161 

89 

6469 

2843 

3802 

1559 

2616 

1018 

2689 

1022 

378 

37H 

88 

1216 

652 

1544 

1544 

497 

489 

This  may  be  considered  a  real  victory.  The  duties  of  an  inspector,  like 
those  of  a  teacher,  are  very  often  tedious,  but  when,  on  looking  over  the 
past,  we  notice  such  progress,  we  find  great  consolation  in  being  legitim- 
ately proud  of  a  labor  which  has  been  fruitful.  / 

Dr.  Giard. 

Some  months  ago,  Dr.  G-iard,  owing  to  his  great  age,  was  superannuated, 
rafter  being  connected  with  the  department  for  thirty-five  years.  During 
this  long  period  of  persevering  labor,  he  has  seen  our  school  system  brought 
into  existence,  increased  and  developed,  and  he  may  to-day  say  with  the 
poet:  quorum  pars  magna  fui,  A  fellow  laborer  of  Mr.  Meilleur,  Mr.  Chau- 
veau  and  Mr.  de  Boucherville,  he  has  had  a  part  to  perform,  in  all  the 
reforms  whose  happy  influence  we  now  notice,  and  1  myself,  whose  valu- 
-able  assistant  he  has  not  ceased  to  be,  am  happy  to  pay  tribute  to  his 
intelligence,  his  judgment,  his  scrupulous  honesty  and  his  exceptional 
aptness  for  work. 

There  are  few  men  to  be  found  who,  without  attaining  the  first  rank  in 
the  management  of  affairs,  have  borne  with  more  honor  to  themselves  and 
benefit  to  the  public  the  title  of  *'  servant  of  their  country." 


/ 


At  the  close  of  his  admiaUtrative  career,  Dr.  Gi-iard  has 
the  land  of  onr  ancestors,  the  decoration  of  an  academical  ofi 
was  more  worthy  of  the  distinction. 

SUGOESTIONS   OF   THE   INSPECTOHS. 

These  gentlemen,  in  their  appended  reports,  make  seven 
to  which  it  is  proper  that  the  attention  of  the  Government  she 

Thus,  Mr.  Grondin,  seeing  the  difficulty  which  the  secrel 
invariably  find  in  collecting  the  school-taxes,  wonld  like  t 
fanlters  compell'id  to  pay  npon  their  arrears  a  rate  of  intere 
high  to  be  equivalent  to  a  penalty, 

Hr.  Magrath  and  Mr.  Tremblay,  are  of  opinion  that  tl 
school  commissioners  should  be  reduced  from  five  to  three. 

Mr.  Magrath  reiterates  an  opinion  which  he  has  alret 
several  times;  that  a  portion,  more  or  less  extensive  of  the  i 
should  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  pension  and 
teachers. 

I  have  frequently  heard  the  idea  expressed  that  the  distr 
grants  should  be  based  upon  the  average  attendance  of  the  pa 
By  this  means,  it  is  thought,  the  rate-payers  would  be  madt 
their  legislative  grants  would  Jie  withdrawn,  and  would  ther 
■  careful  than  they  now  are  to  send  their  children  to  school  th 
year. 

Finally,  nearly  all  the  inspectors  appear  to  me  to  favo 
which  I  so  strongly  recommend,  of  obliging  the  municipalitii 
to  provide  the  schools  with  all  the  necessary  books  and  artid 

Teachers  Contentions. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  note  the  growing  importance  of 
Tdntions.  These  meetings  where  pedagt^cal  questions  of  e 
tion  are  discussed,  create  a  uniform  current  of  thought  which 
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whole  body  of  teachers ;  they  favour  the  study  of  problems  and  conduce 
to  the  practical  solving  thereof. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  publish  next  year  a  report  showing  the  number  of 
those  conventions,  the  names  of  those  who  attended  them,  the  works  received, 
the  nature  of  such  work,  etc. 


Educational  Journals. 

The  educational  journals  which  privjite  enterprize  has  substituted  to 
official  publications,  the  Journal  de  V Instruction  Publique  and  the  Jownal  of 
Education,  deservedly  obtain  a  marked  success.  They  are  well  conducted 
and  well  edited.  I  cannot  too  warmly  recommend  the  Legislature  to  assist 
them  and  the  teachers  to  give  them  their  patronage. 


Our  Readers.  • 

Montpetit's  graded  Readers  have  done  great  good  throughout  the 
•country.  Without  being  perfect,  they  were  written  according  to  the  true 
principles.  G-raduation  in  teaching  is  an  absolute  necessity,  because  the 
same  good  cannot  be  indistinctively  given  to  the  intellect  which  has  just 
begun  to  bud,  and  that  which  is  already  formed.  It  is  this  graduation  to 
be  found  in  Montpetit's  books  which  has  gained  for  the  the  approval  of  the 
Council  and  which  has  led  me  to  recommend  them  in  all  our  schools. 

I  might  say  here  that  some  persons  have  been  mistaken  in  believing 
that  I  recommended  those  books  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Devoir  du  Chretien, 
80  popular  for  a  long  time  past.  I  do  not  exclude  this  last  l^ook ;  I  only  say 
that  it  is  too  advanced.  It  is  not  graduated,  and  it  is  too  difficult  for  chil- 
dren, as  I  have  already  stated  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  that  and  excluding  it ;  it  is  a  book 
that  should  be  found  above  all  in  model  schools,  where  it  can  greatly  con- 
tribute in  forming  the  heart  and  the  intelligence  of  the  pupils. 

The  Council  has  also  approved  the  Robert  series,  which  has  really 
much  to  recommend  it,  and  will  with  time  certainly  obtain  one  of  the 
first  places  on  the  list  of  our  school  books. 


The  spirit  of  our  laws. 

On  account  of  certain  recent  occnrences,  I  believe  it  my  dn 
the  spirit,  the  principle  which  presides  the  general  direction  of 
ment  for  which  I  am  responsible  to  the  Government  and  to  tl 
To  do  80, 1  prefer  to  making  new  declaration  to  recall  deularat 
r  have  already  made.     In  my  circular  of  the  10th  March,  1877, 

"  In  our  system  ot*  primary  education,  we  first  teach  our  el 
catechism  of  religious  truths,  in  oider  to  teach  them  to  serve  G-c 
manuals  of  agriculture  and  drawing,  to  render  them  capable 
their  country.  Pro  Deo  et  patrid,  are  the  words  which  the  Cam 
lator  has  written  on  the  front  of  onr  school-houses.  Having  1 
his  religious  duties  the  child  also  knows  his  temporal  ones ;  1 
himself  for  agriculture  and  for  trades  The  elementary  school,  th 
none  of  the  popular  c]^ses  ;  it  thus  benefits  the  whole  people.  ' 
is  therefore  theoretically  complete. 

And  in  m^  circular  of  the  15th  Jane  of  the  same  year ; 
"  Teach  the  children   their  moral  duties.     No  school  wii 
Religion  is  the  best  teacher  of  our  duties ;  it  exalts  man  and  lor 

In  a  speech  which  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  before  the  Oa 
gress  at  Quebec,  the  26th  June,  1880,  I  said ; 

"  I  will  tell  yon  in  a  few  words  on  what  our  elementary  scl 
is  based.  It  was  considered  one  of  the  most  perfect  which  exis 
specialists  appointed  during  the  Paris  Exhibition  to  examine 
obtained  by  the  school  systems  adopted  by  the  different  people  o; 
and  for  which  the  Province  of  Quebec  obtained  4  diplomas,  4  bro 
and  4  first  class  honorary  distinctions. 

"  For  the  working  of  this  system  of  education,  the  province 
into  school  municipalities,  managed  by  5  school  commissioners, 
in  any  locality  there  exists  a  certain  number  of  families  who  do 
the  regions  belief  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  the  miuo 
right  to  have  for  their  children  separate  schools  which  are  then 
control  of  three  trustees.     Each  of  these  schools  receives  from  I 
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ment  a  grant  which  is  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  old  enough 
,to  attend  school.     The  amount  which  the  government  thus  spends  each 
year  amounts  to  |16Sf,000. 


li 


I  have  spoken  of  school  commissioners  and  trustees. 


''  This  dualism  is  the  corollary  of  the  dualism  of  the  religions  and 
nationalities  which  divide  the  country.  The  State  equally  protects  French 
and  English  and  in  consequence  both  beliefs.  In  fact  the  State  unites 
itself  to  both  preeds,  in  matter  of  education,  and  it  does  not  authorize  a 
school  to  be  atheistical ;  but  if  it  requires  it  to  be  Christian  in  order  to 
grant  it  aid,  it  does  not  demand  that  it  should  belong  to  any  particular 
creed.  Full  liberty  is  given  in  this  respect  and  this  is  the  reason  why  per- 
fect harmony  reigns  amongst  our  people. 

"  Tliese  two  bodies,  commissioners  and  trustees  represent  the  people.  , 
They  employ  whom  they  wish,  govern  according  to  law,  etc.     Thus  no  reli- 
gions or  national  conflicts. 

"  We  have  no  advice  to  give  still  less  have  me  lessons  to  read  to  the 
foreigner  but  we  may  be  permitted  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  having 
been  so  well  able,  to  apply  to  our  country  the  great  principle  of  freedom 
of  teaching. 

'*  School  inspectors,  numbering  36,  are  obliged  twice  a  year,  to  visit 
each  school  and  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public   Instruction  a 

detailed  statement  of  their  labours. 

« 
"  Finally  to  assist  the  Superintendent  in  the  work  of  management;,  a 

Council  is  given  him  composed  of  men  highly  recommendable  and  offering 

by  their  honorable  position  and  their  well-known  capacities,  all  desirable 

guarantees,  appointed  by  the  G-overnment  and  chosen  from  the  different 

parts  of  the  Province.     It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  state  that  of  this  Council 

composed  of  17  Catholics  and  8  Protestants,  the  bishops  of  the  Province  are 

rfe  Jure  members,  each  of  them  representing  his  diocese  which  is  for  him  a 

school  district  whose  moral  and  intellectual  direction  he  superintends.    This 

general  Council  is  divided  into  committees :   Catholic  and  Protestant ;   the 

first  composed  of  17  members  and   the  second  of  8,   these  latter  being 

authorized  by  law  to  add  5  associate  members  to  the  number. 


oeral  Cooncil  of  Public  Instruction  is  presided 
tit  and  its  mission  is  to  put  in  motion  all  the  n 
item. 

Province,  we  must  acknowledge,  my  Lords  and 
State  have  always  fraternally  worked  hand  in 
istions  relating  to  education  ;  both  have  a  missi 
Falter  without  causing  the  greatest  disorders  i: 

urch  has  always  been  the  great  educator  of  the  '. 
tmote  ages,  we  find  the  priesthood  entrusted  with 
'  preserving  the  precious  deposits  of  tradition  a 
ng  the  light  of  wisdom  of  which  it  was  the  tii 

arch  has  always  laboured  to  make  citizens  usef 
ountry. 

y  of  the  State  in  the  education  of  the  people  is  a 
ir  from  the  intellectual  culture  of  iiidividnals 
.  prosperity  of  nations. 

te  is  greatly  interested  in  encouraging  a  healthy 
it  is  the  first  to  benefit  by  the  enlightenment 
have  developed. 

e  which  would  strictly  carry  out  the  principles 
beauty  would  be  the  first  people  in  the  world 
>ectacle  of  an  incomparable  civilization  in  whict 
1  at  once,  letters,  sciences,  arts,  industries,  govi 
nion  of  religion  and  patriotism. 

y  Lords  and  gentlemen,  there  are  two  great  inti 
on  the  same  ground,  religous  interest  and  social  1 
wo  there  must  be  no  confiict,  only  emulation. 
Btians,  the  State  requires  citizens.     As  between 
exist  intimate  and  strong  relations,  as  the  sincere 
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always  a  good  citizen,  so  should  Church  and  State  unite  their  efforts  to 
obtain  the  realization  of  that  sublime  woric :  the  elevation  of  mankind. ' 

"  Such  is  the  ideal  of  a  true  system  of  national  education ;  the  Church 
freely  exercising  its  civilizing  influence  and  its  sovereign  action  upon  the 
heart,  the  character  and  the  intelligence  \  the  State,  on  its  side,  labduring 
to  multiply  the  centres  of  intellectual  activity  by  the  generous  and  equit- 
able distribution  of  its  funds,  ''by  rewards  granted  to  real  merit,  by  the 
cares  it  takes  in  selecting  those  to  whom  it  confides  the  management  of  its 
youth,  by  its  constant  tendency  to  raise  the  intellectual  and  moral  level  of 
growing  generations.  It  is  this  fruitful  union  of  Church  and  State,  in  the 
work  of  educalion,  which  gives  to  a  nation  the  surest  guarantees  of  pros- 
perity in  the  present  and  of  safely  in  the  future. 

*'  My  Lords  and  gentlemen,  this  theoretical  ideal  of  perfect  education, 
of  which  I  sometimes  dream  when  I  ponder  upon  the  responsibilities  of 
the  office  I  hold  from  Qod  and  from  my  country,  has  not  yet  been  attained 
in  practice.  But,  let  us  hope  that,  thanks  to  the  elements  we  possess  and 
with  the  help  of  Providence,  our  system  will  produce,  if  not  perfect  men, 
for  none  exist  on  this  earth,  at  least  excellent  Christians  and  blameless 
<;itizens." 

These  ideas  which  still  appear  to  me  to  be  just,  Pfind  in  the  following 
document  cited  in  the  report  of  the  69th  Conference  of  the  Jacques  Cartier 
Normal  School,  held  on  the  26th  February,  1881 : 

Mr.  U.  E.  Archambault  then  read  to  the  meeting  the  reply  of  His 
Grrace  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec  to  the  following  Memorial  which  the 
Catholic  teachers  of  the  Province  submitted  to  the  Bishops  assembled  in 
Council  in  February  last. 

MxMORIAL  submitted  by  the  Catholic  lay  teachers  of  the  Province  of  Quebec 
to  the  Bishops  of  the  Provimx  forming  part  the  Council  of  Public  In- 
struction, 

-^*  YotIB   LOBDSHIPS,— 

"  There  exists  with  reference  to  the  lay   teachers  of  this   Province  a 
.  B 


.s,  T  ■  ■ ' 


feeling  of  uneasiness  and  distmst  which  is  all  the  more  to 
thiit  it  seems  to  increase  instead  of  dimini^ing. 

,  When  the  Normal  Schools  were  founded,  several  members  ( 
notwithstanding  the  unqualified  approval  of  the  Bishops  of  the 
opposed  to  the  opening  of  these,  institutions  which  were  desti 
opinion,  to  have  the  same  results  as  in  Europe,  Now  this 
occurred,  and  the  Normal  schools,  far  from  producing  infidels 
of  the  clergy  have,  on  the  contrary,  produced  truly  Catholic  te; 
true  meaning  of  the  word  and  given  several  distinguished 
religious  communities  and  to  the  clergv. 

In  order  to  define  the  painful  and  precarious  position  of  i 
and  also  in  order  to  remove  the  feeling  of  uneasiness  and  dii 
exists  against  him,  we  respectfully  take  the  liberty  ot  submit 
Lordships'  approval  the  following  declarations,  which  are  the 
our  belief  in  the  teaching  of  the  Catholic  ChurcK,  our  mothe: 
filial  attachment  to  our  Pastors. 

The  treaty  which  ceded  Canada  to  Great  Britain  sec 
Catholics  of  this  country  the  free  exeri'Ise  and  all  the  prerogal 
faith. 

These  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1763,  are  respected  in  the  1 
to  public  instruction  which  establishes  Catholic  Schools  an 
Schools. 

From  the  fact  that  the  law  establishes  Catholic  Schools  ai 
Schools,  we  must  necessarily  infer  that  the  Catholic  schools  are 
the  control  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  vice  versa. 

This  is  not  only  a  necessary  conclusion  to  be  inferred,  1 
which  the  law  expressly  recognizes  : 

1,  In  the  fact  that  ihe  Bishops  form  part  ex-offido  of  th 
Public  Instruction  to  whom  is  entrusted  not  only  the  superv 
control  of  education  in  this  province.     (39  Vict.  ch.  13,^8.  11.) 


XIX 


2.  Because  the  resident  members  of  the  clergy  are  de  jure  visitors  of  the 
schools  in  the  locality  where  they  reside.     (C.  S.  L.  C ,  c.  15,  s.  121.) 

3.  Because  the  cure  of  each  parish  has  the  exclusive  right  to  select  the 
books  relating  to  religion  and  morality  for  the  use  of  the  schools  for  the 
children  of  his  faith.     (C.  S.  L.  C,  c.  16.  s.  65,  par  2.) 

The  laws  on  public  instruction  acknowledge  two  classes  of  teachers  fox 
Catholic  schools,  the  teachers  belonging  to  the  clergy  or  to  religious  body 
and  the  lay  teachers.     (C.S.  L.  C,  c.  15,  s.  110,  par.  10.) 

As  to  the  former,  the  law  presumes  them  to  be  qualified  and  exempts 
them  from  being  examined,  if  they  belong  to  the  clergy,  or  to  a  religious 
body.     (C.S.  L.  C,  c.  15,  s.  110.  par.  10.) 

But  it  is  different  with  the  latter ;  the  law  requires  them  to  be  morally 
and  intellectually  qualified.     (C.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15,  s.  110,  par.  3  and  10.) 

For  candidates  who  are  not  prepared  to  teach  in  Normal  Schools,* a 
Board  of  Examiners  is  established  in  different  localities  (C.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15, 
s.  103),  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  candidates  are  morally 
qualified  (C.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15.  s.  110,  par.  3),  and  also  possess  the  intellectual 
qualification  defined  by  law  (C.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15,  s.  110,  par  10). 

After  having  ascertained  that  the  candidate  possesses  the  qualifications 
required  by  law,  the  board  gives  him  a  diploma  or  certificate 'authorizing 
him  to  teact  in  the  common  schools  of  the  province,  or  in  that  portion  of 
territory  over  which  the  board  has  jurisdiction. 

Such  is  the  law  which,  while  respecting  the  Church,  affirms  the  duties 
of  the  State  which  may  and  must  cause  to  be  taught  the  sciences  and  arts, 
which  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  and  development  of  national  riches. 
{Esxat  ThSorique  de  Droit  Nature^  pdT  Taparetli^  livre  4,  chap.  4.) 

The  lay  teacher  holding  a  diploma  has  therefore  the  right  to  teach 
the  profane  sciences  which  the  law  requires,  just  as  a  teacher  in  orders.  As 
to  religion  we  know  that  the  State  cannot  delegate  the  power  of  teaching  it, 
since  it  does  not  itself  possess  it,  but  your  Lordships  impose  it  upon  us  as  a 
zaoral  obligation. 


ilemnly  affirm  that  never  has  any  one  of  u 
Df  confidence  on  your  part  and  that  the 
ic  schools  of  the  province. 

r  from  the  legal  point  of  view  has  the  p< 
n  in  no  wise  be  a  danger  to  the  families,  t: 
t  is  only  imparted  under  tte  three  fold  at 
I'emment  and  the  Church. 

and  desire  to  teach  only  under  the  super' 
which  constitute  the  nation,  we  are  enti 
ve  the  protection  of  the  families  and  of  th 
;  granted  to  teachers  belonging  to  the  cler 
;  but  this  protection  is  denied  us  by  a  cei 
slergy  who,  wish  notwithstanding  our  pro 
!  of  the  XLV,  XLVII  and  XLVIII  of  the 
els  and  enemies. 

two  injurious  epithets  which  it  is  sought  t 
rgetically  disclaim. 

ics  and  teachers  and  wish  under  your  paten 
rogatives  attached  to  these  two  glorions  tit 

ffirmed  our  rights  and  our  duties,  we  res{ 
ng  Tour  Lordships  to  be  pleased  to  apprc 
ntained  in  this  memorial  and  to  tell  us  at  i 
ollowing  propositions  are  conformable  to  i 
the  Church. 

has  no  right  to  cause  the  profane  sciences 
issly  reserved  to  the  Church  by  the  words 


)r  the  maintenance  of  schools  is  contrary 


\ 
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Reply. 


Quebec,  19th  May,  1881 


Mr.  U.  E.  Archambault, 

Montreal. 

Sir, 


Together  with  one  hundred  and  thirty  three  other  Catholic  laymen 
employed  in  teaching,  you  addressed  in  February  last  to  the  Bishops  of  this 
Province  a  memorial  in  which  you  requested  them  to  consider'  the  feeling 
of  uneasiness  avd  distrusHwhich  exists  against  the  lay  teachers  of  this  Provincey 
a  feeling  which  is  all  the  more  to  be  regretted  that  it  seems  to  increase  instead  of 
diminishing. 

Ton  therefore  askjjus  whether  theHwo  following  propositions  are  con- 
formable to  theflaws  and  to  the  teaching  of  the  Church. 

1.  The  State  has  no  right  to  c^use  the  profane  sciences  to  be  taught; 
this  right  is  expressly  reserved  to  the  Church  by  the  words  of  Our  Lord  : 
Docete  omnes  gentes. 

2.  Taxation  for  the  maintenance  of  schools  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
th€#Church. 

The  following  extract  from  a  circular  of  the  late  Archbishop  of  Quebec, 
Monseigneur  Baillargeon,fdated  the  81st  May,  1870,  contains  the  answer  to 
your  two  questions :  "Jesus-Christ  said  to  the  Church :  Docete  omnes  gentes,.. 
docentes  eos  servare  omnicTqiKBCumque  mandavi  vobis  (St.  Mat.  XXVIII)... 
To  it  alone,  therefore,  it  confided  the  teaching  of  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ, 
from  the  elementary  principles  of  the  catechism  to  the  sublimest  truths  of 
theology. 

''  fiy  its  divine  constitution,  it  is  its  right  and  duty  to  see  that  the  faith 
and  morals  of  christian  youth  are  protected  in  the  schools,  and  that  these 
precious  gilta  are  not  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  lost.  And  as  there 
can  never  be  any  right  against  the  right,  the  State  cannot  fetter  the  Church 
where  faith  and  morals  are  concerned.     For  this  purpose,  the  Church  must 


f 


to  enter  the  BchooU  not  only  by  tolerance,  but  in  ^ 
on. 

Jd  be  contrary  to  the  logic  and  teaching  of  the  grea 
the  doctors  to  reason  from  the  condemnation  cc 
45  and  47  of  the  Syllabus  that  we  should  refuse  tt 
■fering  in  the  literary  and  scientific  instruction  of  y 
:itimate  ends  of  society  and  the  common  welfare 
as  a  sacrilegious  usurpation,  every  nvW  law  relai 
youth,  and  finally,  say,  that  by  its  divine  consti 
g  should  have  the  positive  management  of  the  scho( 
rs  and  natural  sciences." 

tract  which  I  send  you  on  behalf  of  all  the  bisi 
11  show  you  clearly  what  mnat  be  thought  of  e 
a  put. 

I  remain,  &c., 

t  E.  A.,  Archbishop  oi 

)ther  hand,  the  government  expresses  the  same  ii, 
ter. 
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Quebec,  23Yd  December,  1882. 
Hon.  Gedeon  Ouimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Quebec, 

Dear  Sir^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
November  last,  (No.  1522-82)  containing  a  resolution  of  the  Catholic  Com- 
liiittee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  which,  owing  to  certain  recent 
facts,  expresses  a  strong  desire  that,  hereafter,  no  bill  relating  to  education 
Will  be  presented  to  the  legislature,  until  it  has  first  been  submitted  to  tjiis 
Committee  to  enable  it  to  express  its  opinion. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  Grovernment,  in  asking  the  Quebec  Legislature 
to  establish  a  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  wished  to  secure  for  itself  in 
the  members  composing  it,  enlightened  and  competent  assistants,  whose 
wisdom  would  secure  it  from  all  danger  of  error,  in  a  matter  so  important 
and  so  delicate  as  education. 

"  It  is  my  firm  intention  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  law  and  to 
benefit  by  the  valuable  suggestions  which  the  members  of  council  may  give 
me.  I  especially  appreciate  those  coming  from  their  Lordships  the  Bishops  ; 
I  know  they  will  always  be  the  result  of  their  experience  and  of  their 
labor,  as  I  am  convinced,  they  will  be  dictated  by  the  same  zeal  and 
devotedness  as  they  have  always  shewn  in  the  cause  of  education. 

"  It  is  the  desire  of  the  population  of  every  creed  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  that  religion  should  form  the  basis  of  education,  and  so  long  as  I 
occupy  the  position  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  fill,  I  will  always 
oppose  any  legislation  which  may  endanger  our  religious  instruction. 

■ 
"  Besides,  there  is  nothing  to  apprehend  on  that  score,  but  I  speak  as 

I  do  to  show,  once  for  all,  to  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 

tion,  especially  when  we  may  have  to  legislate  on  the  subject,  that  I  will 


ive  their  &age  advice  and  derive  a 
ivery  matter  in  which  religion  o( 

he  honor  to  be, 

"  Sir, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  A. 


;07emment,  without  renouncing  tl 
ives  from  the  people,  and  without  ] 
Le  Council  of  Public  Instruction  b 
.  be  impossible  at  some  giren  tii 
uggestious  which  may  be  made,  wi 
erience  and  clothed  with  a  sacred 
ihool  laws  which  only  recognize 

religious  teaching.  Such  is  the  formi 
s,  suoh  is  also  and  has  always  1: 
the  officers  of  his  department. 

B  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

;  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

GfiDfiON  ' 
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REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  INSPECTORS. 


MR.  ARCHAMBEATJLT. 


( Translation,) 


Varennes,  4th  Sept.,  1882, 
County  of  Vercheres. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  herewith  the  grand  statistical  table^of 
my  district,  for  the  scholastic  year  1881-82. 

You  will  see  by  the  table  that  the  statistics  are  as  follows  : 

34  Mnnicipalities : 

9  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 
12      "  "  Chambly, 

13'     "  "  Richelieu. 

127  School  Districts : 

36  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 


37 


55 


t< 


(( 


« 


Chambly, 
Richelieu. 


{ 


shool  Houses : 

85  in  the  county  of  Tercheres, 

35      "  "  Chambly, 

51      "  "  Richelieu. 

3hool  Houses  rented : 

2  in  the  connty  of  Chambly, 
4      "  "  Richelieu. 

:hool8  in  operation  under  control : 

35  iu  the  connty  of  Vercheres, 

87      "  "         .  Chambly, 

46  "  "  Richelieu, 
rimary  Schools : 

26  in  the  connty  of  Yerch^res, 
26      "  "  Chambly, 

47  "  "  Richelieu. 

apils :  1726  boys,  2758  girls,  attend  these  schook. 
upils :    886     "        840      "    in  the  county  of  Cham! 
npils :    868     "        870      "    in  the  county  of  Riche 
apils :    528     "        548      "    in  the  county  of  Verchi 
oys'  Model  Schools  one  in  each  county : 
apils  attend  these  schools. 
I  the  county  of  Chambly,       ' 

"  "  Vercheres, 

"         "  Richelieu, 

[ixed  Model  Schools : 
1  the  county  of  Terchdres, 
I  the  connty  of  Chambly, 
1  the  county  of  RicheUeu. 


296  boys  attend  these  schools. 

98  in  the  connty  of  Chambly, 
152      "  "  Vercheres, 

51      "  "  Richelieu. 

289  girls  attend  these  schools. 

68  in  the  comity  of  Chambly, 
120      "  "  Vercheres, 

65      "  "  Eichelien. 

m 

1  Boys'  Academy  in  the  connty  of  Chambly : 
101  pnpils. 

9  G-irls'  Academies,  three  in  each  connty : 

2059  pnpils  attend  these  schools. 

8  35  in  the  connty  of  Chambly, 

896  in  the  connty  of  Vercheres, 

829  in  the  connty  of  Richelieu. 

3  Protestant  Dissentient  Elementary  Schools : 

2  in  the  county  of  Chambly^ 
1  in  the  county  of  Richelieu, 

75  pupils  attend  these  schools. 
88  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 
87      "  "  Richelieu. 

1  Protestant  Dissentient  Model  School  in  the  county  of  Chambly 
Attended  by  34  boys  and  19  girls. 
6  Colleges,  2  in  each  county  : 
1103  pupOs  attend  them. 
240  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 
352     "  "  Chambly, 

511      "  "  Richelieu. 


127  Institntions  of  all  kinds  : 
37  in  the  county  of  Ohambly, 
35      "  "  Vercheres, 

65      "  *'  Bichelien. 

7671  pnpils:  3520  boys,  4161  girU. 


2277  pupils 

:  1002 

"      1275     " 

in  Chambly, 

2079  pnpils : 

984    ' 

'      1095     " 

in  Vercheres, 

3315  pupils  ; 

:  1534     ' 

'      1781     " 

in  Richelieu. 

1179  pupils ! 

r  616  . ' 

563     " 

in  A,  B,  C  and  spelUng, 

6492  pupiU : 

2904 

"      3588     " 

reading  fluently, 

4931  pupils ; 

;  2148     ' 

■■'      2788     " 

in  writing. 

4863  pupils; 

2043     ' 

'      2820     " 

in  arithmetic. 

3851  pupils  : 

:  1370     ' 

',     1981     '■ 

in  mental  arithmetic. 

722  pupils 

:    369 

'        358     " 

in  book-keepteg, 

176  pupils  in  mensuration, 

10  pupils 

in  mathematics, 

792  pupils : 

:    385  boys,    457  girl 

s  in  English  grammar, 

3612  pupils 

:  1468 

"      2069     " 

in  French          " 

917  pupils 

:    339 

579     " 

in  orthography, 

3187  pupils : 

;  1274 

"      1918     " 

in  grammar  and  parsing. 

722  pupils 

:    308 

414    " 

in  letter-writing. 

2989  pupils 

:  1180 

"      1809     " 

in  geography, 

8891  pupils : 

1270     ' 

'      2121     " 

in  history, 

1773  pupils 

in  drawing,  Ist  book 

., 

764      " 

" 

2nd  book. 

180       " 

" 

from  nature, 

919       " 

in  agriculture. 

440      " 

in  vocal 

1  music. 

203      " 

in  instrumental  music. 

11  Male  Teachars 

holding  dipl 

omas. 

40     " 

in  religious  < 

orders, 

94  Female  Teachers  holding  diplomas, 

3      '*  *"         without 

88      "  "         in  religions  orders". 

8  Male  Teachers  receive  a  salary  of  from  $200  to  $400. 

8    "  "  "  "  over  $400. 

40  Female  Teachers  receive    "  under  $100. 

48      "  **  ^'  "  from  $100  to  $200. 

8      "  *'  "  "  from  $200  to  $400. 

The  Male  Teachers  in  religious  orders  receive  from  $120  to  $160. 
"    Female     "  "  "  "       from  $80  to  $100. 

There  are  13  libraries,  containing  9,200  volumes. 

These  figures  are  highly  satisfacto^J^  atjd  afiord  a  convincing  proof 
that  education  is  progressing  in  this  district.  ^ 

In  effect,  when  we  cast  a  retrospective  glance  ^er  the  thirty  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  inauguration  of  the  system  now  in  force  in 
our  schools ;  and  more  particularly  in  our  superior  institutions,  when  we 
consider  their  increased  number,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  pleased. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  that  during  the  whole  year  only  one  slight 
difficxdty  arose,  and  it  would  never  have  happened  had  it  not  been  for 
the  interference  of  some  intriguers  who  are  strangers  to  the  locality  ;  but 
your  presence  in  the  midst  of  the  interested  parties  at  once  put  an  end  to 
the  unpleasantness. 

The  local  authorities  contiiiue  to  improve  the  school  buildings  and  fur- 
niture, except,  however,  in  certain  parishes  of  the  county  of  Richelieu ; 
these  parishes  have  been  mentioned  in  my  bulletins. 

The  Montpetit  series  of  Readers  is  in  use  in  nearly  all  the  schools  of 
this  district,  but  simultaneously  with  the  Devoir  (hi  Chretien,  which,  I  must 
admit,  has  continued  to  receive  my  hearty  sympathy. 

Mr.  Langlais'  new  series  of  copy-books  for  instruction  in  writing  is 
already  considerably  used  in  all  the  institutions  and  .schools  of  this  district ; 
it  is  highly  thought  of,  and  is  already  producing  a  very  good  effect. 


I  regret  to  state  that  the  teaching  of  drawing  and  agQcoltare  is  making: 
bat  little  progress  in  ortr  primary  schools. 

While  in  some  municipalities  it  is  taken  ap,  in  the  others  it  is  given  np. 
It  mast  be  admitted  that  we  have  almost  everywhere  to  contend  with  op- 
position from  the  local  aathorities  and  from  the  parents. 

The  good  times  are  felt  even  in  matters  of  administration ;  the  rate- 
payers pay  ap  better,  and  the  accounts  are  better  kept. 

The  prizes  which  you  instmct  us  to  distribute  are  always  well  received^ 
and  give  the  inspector  considerable  prestige  when  he  visits  the  schools. 

I  thought  it  would  not  interfere  with  the  proper  interpretation  of 
statistics  in  the  grand  table,  to  enter  those  relating  to  the  Protestant 
mary  Schools  in  the  column  on  the  second  pa^e  set  apart  for  schools  uii 
control  of  the  trustees,  as  in  this  district  there  are  only  Protestant  scb 
under  the  control  of  the  trustees. 

"       I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  N.  ARCHAMBEAULT, 
School  Inspecto 


ME.  BfeGIN. 
[  Tranalaiion.] 

R1M.0USKI,  31st  August,  1882. 
Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  statistical  table  of  the  school 
the  county  of  Rimouski  for  the  year  1881-82. 

This  table  shows  that  in  my  district  there  has  been,  this  year,  as  ifi 
past,  a  certain  amount  of  progress.  Two  new  monicipalities,  five  distr 
five  school-houses,  four  schools  under  control,  two  primary  schools, 
educational  establishments  of  all  kinds,  an  increase  of  92  in  the  numbf 
pupils  and  54  in  the  average  attendance  in  class ;  such  is  the  encourt^ 
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result  of  the  operations  of  the  past  twelve  months.  Sixteen  teachers  nnpro- 
Tided  with  diplomas  taught  primary  schools.  Such  schools  are  almost 
invariably  very  inferior. 

The  causes  which  paralyze  the  progress  of  education  in  my  district 
have  already  been  pointed  out  in  some  of  my  reports.  They  may  be 
reduced  to  four  principal  ones  ;  inadequate  salaries,  too  frequent  change  of 
teachers,  the  want  of  pedagogical  knowledge  and  experience  in  teaching  in 
many  cases  and  the  irregular  attendance  of  the  pupils. 

In  several  municipalities  the  School  Commissioners  do  not  offer  the 
teachers  a  sufficient  remuneration  and  the  result  is  that  a  good  many  schools 
are  closed  during  a  considerable  part  of  the  year  to  the  great  detriment  of 
the  pupils'  progress.  To  this  first  cause  of  want  of  success  or  of  stand-still 
in  the  studies  there  is  another  quite  as  serious  and  disastrous  and  that  is 
the  too  frequent  change  of  teachers.  They  are  only  engaged  for  a  year  at 
a  time  and  every  year  at  the  same  date,  there  is  a  general  commotion. 

Teachers  who  are  first  beginning  to  know  and  understand  their  pupils, 
leave  their  schools  and  begin  over  again  in  another  municipality.  It  is 
quite  evident  that  such  a  change  is  very  detrimental  to  the  pupils.  More- 
over when  after  all  this  changing  about,  extending  over  two  or  three  weeks, 
every  thing  should  be  settled,  there  remain  still  but  too  many  districts 
which  owing  to  inconceivable  and  unpardonable  meanness  are  left  without 
any  teachers  at  all  would  it  not  be  better  that  the  engagements  should  be 
for  four  or  five  years  with  the  condition  that  they  might  be  determinated 
for  bad  conduct  or  incapacity  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  ? 

This  frequent  change  gives  us,  every  year,  young  female  teachers  quite 
inexperienced  and  often  without  diplomas,  because  they  are  not  old  enough 
or  are  afraid  to  go  before  a  board  of  examiners.  A  school  so  circumstanced 
has  very  little  chance  of  success  and  is  generally  but  little  attended  or 
is  entirely  deserted  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Then  the  Commissioners 
again  commence  to  look  for  a  new  teacher  and  finish  by  engaging  one  who 
has  been  dismissed  from  a  neighboring  municipality. 

As  I  have  already  remarked,  these  schools  are  too  long  closed  during 
the  most  favorable  season  and  as  the  parents  require  their  children  at  the 


-  -other  periods  of  the  year,  the  reBalt  is  that  the  pnpile  do  not  attend  their 
classes  very  mnch  and  learn  very  little. 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  amend  section  94  of  the  Education  Act 
80  as  to  authorize  the  School  Commisaioners  to  pay,  oat  of  the  common 
fund,  all  the  necessary  expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  their  schools  irres- 
pective "of  the  number  of  children  in  one  district?  The  law  as  it  now 
stands  renders  it  impossible  for  some  localities,  where  there  are 
children,  to  offer  a  sufficient  salary  to  a  teacher. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  once  more  that  every  teacher  in  an 
.   tution  under  the  control  of  the  Commissiouers  should  have  at  leas 
journal  or  periodical  on  education. 

As  shown  by  my  bulletins,  the  eleven  model  schools  in  my  di 
have,  this  year,  been  kept  on  an  excellent  footing.  A  good  many  o 
primary  schools  followed  closely  on  their  steps  so  that,  if  there  have 
weak  points  in  some  places  there  has  been  considerable  success  in  othi 

The  district  of  Rimouski  has,  this  year,  met  with  a  great  loss  n 
departure  of  the  Reverend  Ladies  of  La  Congregation  de  Notre-Dame 
have  taught  here  for  the  past  thirty  years,  with  a  success  and  devote 
worthy  of  every  praise.  During  that  period  their  institution  has  do 
immense  amount  of  good  in  our  district  and  the  regret  expressed  b 
inhabitants  of  Rimouski  when  the  news  of  the  sale  of  their  establish 
became  known,  showed  to  what  extent  these  excellent  Ladies  had  desi 
and  secnred  the  profound  esteem  and  deep  gratitude  of  the  whole  o 
population. 

We  trust  that  they  will  be  worthly  succeeded  in  their  admirable 
And  Christian  efforts  to  secure  intellectual  progress. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

D.  Bfi&IN, 
School  Inspector. 
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Sib, 


MR.  BfiLAND. 

[TVanslation.] 

Ste.  Julie,  Megan  tic,  July,  1882. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 
Jnne  last. 

In  preparing  a  statement  of  the  thirty  y^ars  during  which  I  have  been 
inspector  and  comparing  the  former  with  the  past  one,  I  notice  a  radi(*al 
change  both  in  the  number  and  in  the  quality  of  the  schools.  But  in  order 
to  obtain  such  a  success  hard  study,  undaunted  courage  and  patience  were 
necessary. 

The  instruction  given  to  our  population  is  adequate  to  meet  its  first 
wants  ;  but  if  there  be  left  anything  to  be  desired  it  is  that  the  Government 
will  give  plenty  of  assistance  to  the  forced  establishment  of  a  boys  model 
school  in  each  municipality.  I  have  already  pointed  out  this  want,  a  thou- 
sand times,  in  vain  ;  but  I  will  not  be  discouraged,  I  will  always  continue 
to  ask. 

Surely  it  is  not  exacting  too  much  to  desiie  to  have  a  good  model 
school  for  boys  instituted  in  every  municipality  ol  any  importance. 

In  my  district  there  are  122  female  teachers  and  the  absurdly  small 
number  of  three  male  teachers.  The  reason  of  this  is  that  female  teachers 
who  are  qualified  to  teach  model  schools  engage  themselves  for  very  re- 
duced salaries. 

We  have  succeeded  in  almost  all  the  schools  in  getting  the  most  ele- 
metary  principles  of  agriculture  taught  ;  this  is  better  than  nothing  but  no 
real  success  will  be  attained  until  this  branch  is  taught  by  competent  men 
Our  male  teachers  holding  model  school  diplomas  are  well  able  to  perform 
this  duty  properly  and  to  advantage. 

The  increase  I  have  alluded  to  has  been  secured  chiefly  in  the  most  useful 
and  practical  schools.  Teaching  by  intuition  is  no  longer  a  mystery  for 
most  of  the  teachers  in  my  district  and  the  syst-  m  is  productive  of  much 


good.  The  younger  pupils  are  not  those  who  derive  the  least  benefit  from 
it,  for  the  excellent  reason  that  each  ^eacher  attends  to  all  her  pupils  at  the- 
same  time  and  without  exception, 

During  my  inspections,  I  act  as  if  I  was  the  teacher  ;  on  subsequent 
visits  I  ascertain  the  progress  made  ajid  thereby  judge  of  the  aptitude  of 
the  teachers.     I  now  find  in  a  good  many  schools,  young  children  of  7  or 
8  years  of  age,  who  can  answer  quite  satisfactorily  questions  on  gramma: 
history  and  geography  ;  these  young  children  are  not  the  last  in  drawini 
and  writing,  and  they  are  not  afraid  of  sums  in  the  four  iirst  rulfig^  in  dollai 
and  cents. 

We  have  also  succeeded  in  establishing,  in  nearly  all  the  schools,  th 
general  teaching  of  all  the  subjects  required  by  the  Council  of  Pnbli 
InstrucHon. 

There  are  stiU  some  districts  in  which  the  rate  payers  wish  to  impos 
their  narrow-minded  views  upon  the  teachers  and  sometimes  opoa  th 
inspector ;  but  these  cases  are  so  rare  that  properly  speaking,  they  shoal 
not  be  mentioned. 

The  most  desirable  of  improvements  are  assuredly  those  to  scho< 
houses. 

St.  Calizte  de  Somerset,  Ste.  Julie  de  Megantic,  Ste.  Croix,  St.  Narciss 
which  are  worthy  of  notice  only  on  this  point  have  school  houses  whic 
are  quite  suitable.  All  the  other  parishes  leave  much  to  be  desired  in  th 
respect.     And  yet  St.  Agapit  has  made  many  sacrifices. 

To  get  school  houses  improved  and  new  ones  built  is  a  good  work,  bi 
I  hope  my  system  .for  temporizing  will  succeed  pretty  well. 

I  count  this  year  116  school  districts  in  the  21  ninuicipalities  in  m 
district,  being  three  more  than  last  year,  and  also  three  more  school  hons< 
making  at  present  85  school  houses  built,  31  are  rented  ;  as  a  rule  rente 
apartments  are  not  half  suitable.  112  schools  are  under  the  control  of  tl 
Commissioners  or  Trustees.  The  total  number  of  institutions  of  all  kinc 
is  122,  attended  by  2,136  boys  and  2,890  girls,  making  a  grand  total  < 
4,625  ;  this  number  is  a  little  more  than  last  year  and  is  due  to  emigratio: 
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Total  average  attendance  8,514  or  9  out  of  12  ;  this  is  better  than  ever, 
mixed  model  schools  10  ;  (an  increase^  of  1)  attended  by  208  boys  and  265 
girls.  Total  473,  increase  53  pupils.  The  convents  are  still  three  in  num- 
ber ;  they  are  well  attended  and  are  always  successful. 

Writing:  In  this . branch  there  are  1,741  boys  and  1,988  girls.  Total 
3,729.  Increase  585  or  10  out  of  12.  In  arithmetic  1,265  boys  and  1,491 
•girls.  Total  2,756.  Increase  over  last  year,  38.  Book  keeping  640  boys 
.and  797  girls.  Total,  1,437.  Increase,  24.  English  grammar,  164  boys 
and  229  girls.  Total,  398.  Increase,  94.  French  grammar,  1,029  boys  and 
1,296  girls.  Total,  2,325  or  a  little  more  than  one-half  the  total  number  of  pu- 
pils. Increase  over  last  year,  229.  Orthography  and  parsing  show  the  sahie 
numbers  because  the  pupils  have  to  parse  each  word  both  after  the  lesson 
^f  reading  in  granunar  as  after  the  Wn  itself  is  given  or  after  a  part 
-of  the  lesson  by  rote.  After  this  same  lesson  by  rote  the  words  are  spelt 
aloud  or  are  written  from  dictation  on  the  black-board.  The  words  and 
sentences  so  repeated  and  studied  *are  deeply  graven  on  the  memory  of  the 
pupils  and  particularly  of  the  younger  ones. 

In  letter  writing  I  count  640  boys  and  797  girls.  Total,  1487.  In- 
crease, 84. 

I  particularly  recommend  to  the  teachers  to  use  a  copy-book  to  contain 
the  best  dictations  of  the  year,  a  series  of  practical  letters,  a  page  of  good 
writing,  two  pages  of  accounts  one  for  the  debt,  the  other  for  the  credit 
side.  These  two  pages  are  balanced,  a  promissory  note  is  made  out  in 
favor  of  the  creditor,  a  receipt  is  given  for  the  amount  due  and  the  interest 
<salculated.  All  this  is  done  in  one  copy-book  in  which  I  also  get  some 
drawing  done.  It  will  therefore  be  useful  for  a  whole  life-time  and  parti- 
cularly for  young  people  when  they  no  longer  attend  school ;  they  will 
consult  it  frequently,  I  am  convinced. 

Geography,  902  boys  and  1,124  girls.  Total,  2,026.  Increase,  418. 
Sacred  History  and  History  of  Oanada,  975  boys  and  1,196  girls.  Total, 
2,171.  Increase,  458.  These  increases  are  reassuring  and  show  that  these 
two  subjects  so  necessary  in  every  day  life  are  carefully  attended  to.  This 
excellent  result  is  obtained  by  means  of  oral  teaching.  Each  pupil  listens 
VFith  the  greatest  attention  to  the  lesson  given  by  the  teacher  in  clear  and 
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simple  language.  Five  marks  are  given  to  those  who  repeat  it  the  best^ 
These  marks  a,f e  productive  of  great  emulation  and  are  given  in  almost  all 
the  schools  in  every  branch. 

Drawing,  Ist  book,  628  boys  and  971  girls.  Total,  1,394.  Increase. 
314.  2ud  book,  124  boys  and  172  girls.  Total,  296.  Increase,  24.  Drawing 
from  nature,  81  boys  and  101  girls.     Total,  182. 

'  Horticulture  and  Agriculture,  866  boys  and  1,060  girls.  Total,  1,916. 
Increase,  441.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  result  in  a  branch  which  has 
always  been  so  strongly  opposed. 

If  the]re  has  been  an  increase  in  all  the  branches  we  must  thank  all 
the  teachers  for  it.  They  all  perform  the  duties  of  their  noble  missio^^ 
in  an  irreproachable  manner  and  do  a  considerable  amount  of  work.  They 
ought,  consequently,  to  be  well  paid,  but  as  you  are  aware,  there  are  ninety- 
four  female  teachers  who  receive  a  salary  of  from  fifty  to  seventy-two 
dollars.  22  receive  a  little  over  one  huixdred  dollars  and  they  hold  model 
school  diplomas,  some  of  them  receive  this  salary  because  they  teach  in 
both  languages.  Two  male  teachers  get  a  little  over  one  hundred  dollars^ 
the  third  gets  three  hundred.  Is  it  not  pitiful  to  have  to  work  a  whole 
year  long  on  so  slender  a  salary ! 

Moreover  all  these  useful  offices  and  worthy  servants  of  their  country 
are  obliged  to  feed  themselves.  But,  I  repeat  it  for  the  thousandth  time, 
the  female  teachers  are  to  a  certain  extent  to  blame,  for  most  of  them  offer 
their  services  at  reduced  rates. 

As  you  see  that  I  am  right  in  saying  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
question  of  salaries,  everything  in  my  districj;  is  on  a  good  footing. 

The  proof  is  that  there  is  an  improvement  in  all  the  branches,  notvrith- 
standing  the  decrease  of  112  in  the  grand  total.  I  have  said  that  all  the 
teachers  in  my  district  are  well  qualified,  but  it  must  not  be  concluded 
from  this  that  all  the  schools  are  of  the  first  quality. 

At  St.  If  arcisse,  two  schools  out  of  four  at  Lotbiniere  two  out  of  nine,, 
at  Ste.  Anastasie  de  Nelson  two  out  of  four  are  exceptions  to  the  rule. 

This  want  of  success  is  due  to  a  certain  extent  to  the  neglect  of  the 
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Commissioners  and  of  several  of  the  parents.  -Promises  to  do  better  in  the- 
future  have  been  made  to  me.  It  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  religioug^ 
instruction  ranks  first  in  all  the  schools.  Let  us  proclaim  our  attachment 
to  our  religion,  impart  sound  ideas  to  our  children  and  we  will  make  of 
them  respectable  and  remarkable  citizens,  at  once  the  honor  and  the  glory 
of  their  country.  Let  us  raise  the  standard  of  our  faith  and  our  children 
will  follow  nobly  and  bravely  in  our  footsteps. 

The  secretaries  perform  their  duties  well.     As  a  general  rule  there  are^ 
few  arrears. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c. 


P.  F.  BELAND, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  BELCOURT. 

[Translation,] 
Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  grand  statistical  table  and  the  follow- 
ing  remarks  on  the  state  of  education  in  my  district  for  the  year  1881-82. 

The  thirty  two  districts  which  comprise  it  contain  two  hundred  and 
four  institutions  of  all  kinds,  namely :  a  classical  college,  ten  convents,  an 
independent  academy,  two  independent  primary  schools,  and  one  hundred 
and  ninety  schools  under  control,  including  the  two  Indian  schools  at  St. 
Thomas  dePierreville. 

I  made  a  minute  inspection  of  each  school  in  my  district,  being  almost 
always  accompanied  by  some  of  the  commissioners,  and  I  found  that,  as  a 
rule,  there  was  satisfactory  progress. 

The  following  table  shows  at  a  glance  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
children  studying  the  different  subjects  taught. 


1880-81 

1881-82  1  IHCRIXU. 

8S3B 
6296 
2306 
6319 
4426 
3499 
4040 
511 
29S 
396 
389 
2826 
949 

„., 

MS. 
26S4 

661 
1T32 
3163 

546 
78 

7629 

le,  there  is  an  increaae  in  almost  all  the  snbjei 
.  hnppy  to  state  that  instruction  is,  as  a  rule,  j 
iner. 

II,  however,  some  very  inferior  schools,  whi( 
ight  by  incapable  or  careless  teachers,  and  tli 
be  the  case  so  long  as  the  salaries  paid  by  so 
)o  small. 


are  admitted  that  the  teachers  are  insufficiently 
een  done  to  improve  their  position. 
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The  indifference  of  parents  in  educational  matters,  the  irregular  attend- 
^mce  of  pupils,  and  the  want  of  school  necessaries,  which  are  so  many  ob- 
stacles of  progress,  will  disappear  before  the  zeal  of  a  well  qualified  and 
'well  paid  teacher.  ^ 

The  average  attendance,  while  better  than  last  year,  still  leaves  much 
to  be  desired  in  some  municipalities. 

As  you  may  see  by  my  bulletins  th«  furniture  in  many  of  the  schools 
is  inferior,  and  if  I  may  not  accuse  some  commissioners  of  wanting  good 
^11,  I  may,  at  least,  say  that  they  are  careless  or  indifferent. 

The  secretary-treasurers  perform  their  duties  faithfully,  and4f  the  col- 
lections are  not  all  made  within  the  date  fixed  by  law,  it  does  not  often 
happen  that  the  teachers  have  to  suffer.  The  arrears  do  not,  in  any  locality, 
amount  to  very  much,  but  it  would  be  better  if  there  were  none  at  all. 

The  teaching  of  drawing  is  becoming  pretty  general,  thanks  to  the 
official  letters  of  the  Department  sent  to  the  commissioners.  I  am  convinced 
that  next  year  the  number  of  pupils  in  this  branch  will  be  doubled. 

Unfair  prejudices  exist  in  many  places  against  the  teaching  of  agricul- 
ture. Some  parents  consider  that  they  alone  are  capable  of  teaching  their 
children  the  proper  methods  of  cultivation. 

During  the  year  I  have  caused  a  good  many  schools  to  be  supplied  with 
maps,  and  at  this  moment  the  map  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  may  be  seei^ 
in  nearly  all  the  schools  of  my  district. 

Some  school-houses  have  been  repaired ;  others  have  been  rebuilt  or 
are  now  being  built. 

Before  mentioning  the  teachers  who  keep  the  best  schools  in  my  dis- 
trict, I  must  bestow  a  proper  meed  of  praise  upon  the  directors  of  the  Chris- 
tian Brothers'  schools  and  the  lady-superioresses  of  the  convents  in  my 
district.  These  communities,  which  are  twelve  in  number,  give  the  young 
people  who  attend  them  an  excellent  moral  and  intellectual  education. 

The  teaching  of  drawing  and  writing  has  attained  the  highest  degree 

of  perfection  in  the  Brothers'  schools  at  La  Baie  and  St.  Grregoire. 

2 


CHOOLS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  NICOLET. 

,  Ste.  Gtertrude, 

ier,  St.  Pierre. 

^al  and  Mr.  Montambeau,  B^c^aiicoui 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

e  Langis  and  Emma  Dubuc,  St.  Fieri 

e.  Sophie  de  Levrard. 

Deshayes  and  A^nes  Toarigny,  Becai 

Town  of  Nicolet. 

e  Hebert,  Victorine  Bourque,  and  Sa 

emire  and  Gteorgianna  Beanchemin,  S 
ana  Noel,  Virginie  St.  Cyr,  Engfenie 
colet. 

HOOI.S  OF  THE   COUNTY   OP  YAMASKA, 

ly,  St.  Thomas. 
;,  St.  David. 

PRIMARY   SCHOOLS. 

and  Emelie  Moreau.  Adele  and  Hern 

prey,  St.  Bonaventnre. 

Lima  Ficard  dit  dee  Troismaisons  ai 

mix  and  Roee  de  Lima  Labont^,  Sf.  % 
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The  Misses  Marie  Brouillard  and  Emelie  Lariviere,  St.  David. 

The  Misses  G^eorgiannft  Martel  and  Hermine  H6roux,  La  Baie  du  Febvre. 

There  are  also  in  my  district  several  other  schools  which,  although  not 
deserving  of  si>ecial  mention,  are  fairly  well  kept.  Next  year  I  hope  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  mentioning  a  larger  number. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


>^ 


J.  E.  BELCOUKT, 

School  luLi^pector, 


La  Baie  de  Febvre,  County  of  Tamaska, 

27th  May,  1882. 


MR.  BOUCHARD.    V 
[Tranxlation.] 

St.  Gkevais,  24  August,  1 


T  to  submit  my  repott  together  with  the  grai 
hools  of  the  district  of  Geo.  Tanguay,  Esq.,  w 
it  daring  the  six  months  ending  the  SOth  of  A 

:  have  already  shewn  yoa  the  state  of  the  schoG 
the  capacity  of  the  teachers  and  the  manner  : 
generally  as  well  as  the  progress  made  and  t 
3,  &c.     I  will  only  add  the  following  remarks 

nnicipalities  in  this  district.  The  number  o: 
:09,  ctassihed  as  follows  :  186  primary  schools, 
he  average  attendance  is  4,179.  7  boys  ant 
[  pupils  attend  the  former  and  159  the  latt 
is  334  boys  and  120  girls. 

schools  attended  by  20il  pupils.     Average  att 

e  for  boys  and  six  for  girls.  750  pupils  are  oi 
gularly.  These  institutions  are  under  the  c 
heir  duties  well.  These  academies  supply  m< 
lis  district, 

isslca]  college  which  turus  out  every  year  a  gr 
)8equently  distinguish  themselves  in  the  eccl 
ral  professions. 

:utions  are  attended  by  7,466  pupils.     Averagt 


were  8,228  pupils  Decrease,  762.  This  is  di 
ly  farmers  in  the  newer  parishes,  abandon  th 
le  factories  in  the  States. 
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We  must  not  however  be  discouraged  by  this  state  of  aflfairs,  foi>  if  a 
smaller  number  of  children  have  attended  the  schools,  a  greater  number 
have  studied  llie  leading  branches  of  the  curriculum. 

Last  year  there  were  6,942  pupils  reading  fluently  ;  this  year  there  are 
6,296.     Increase,  364.     In  book-keeping  this  year  shows  26b  boys  and  417 
girls.     Total,  686.     Last  year  there  were  224  boys  and  202  girls.    Totals' 
426.     Increase,  260. 

There  is  an  increase  of  71  pupils  in  grammar,  of  446  in  orthography 
^30  in  parsing. 

Last  year  only  763  pupils  learnt  letter  writing,  this  year  1,444"  learnt 
it,.     Increase,  671. 

^^^  • 

There  are  only  31  pupils  more  this  year  than  last  in  geography.  The 
want  of  maps  in  many  of  the  schools  is  the  cause  of  the  little  progress 
in  this  branch. 

In  history  there  is  an  increase  of  only  182  pupils.  In  many  schools 
the  parents  and  sometimes  the  authorities  will  not  allow  the  teachers  to 
teach  even  Sacred  History  to  the  children.  They  say  that  their  children 
have  quite  enough  to  do  to  learn  reading  and  the  catechism  so  that  the 
children  being  only  occupied  during  one-third  of  the  school  hours  do 
nothing  but  play  aind  make  the  others  lose  their  time. 

Last  year  there  were  244  boys  and  128  girls  learning  drawing ;  total, 
372.  This  year  there  are  400  boys  and  777  girls;  total,  1,177;  increase, 
506.  I  am  convinced  that  this  result  is  due  to  the  goodly  number  of  books, 
drawing  books  and  charts  which  you  instructed  me  to  distribute  when  I 
made  my  first  inspection,  which  distribution  I  made  as  judiciously  as  pos- 
sible and  which  had  a  good  result  as  the  above  figures  show. 

I  noticed  a  decrease  of  16  pupils  in  agriculture.  The  majority  of  the 
parents  will  not  allow  their  children  to  study  this  subject.  I  thought 
proper  to  advise  the  teachers,-  where  any  opposition  was  made  to  the  teach- 
ing of  this  branch,  to  get  the  pupils  just  out  of  ab  c,  to  use  Dr.  LaBue's 
Manual  of  Agriculture  as  a  reader.     By  this  means,  the  parents  will  have 


t  and  when  once  it  is  introduced  in  the  sc 
careful  explanations,  make  the  children  und< 
id  end. 

ike  honorable  mention  of  Mr.  G-agnon,  Nota 
I  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Mr.  Roy,  curate  of  tl 
jultural  club,  which  has  caused  him  to  be 
lignitaries  of  the  country. 

I  mention  the  bailding  of  the  magnificent  con'i 
le  generosity  and  sacrifices  of  the  Rev.  Mr. '. 
parish  for  nearly  twenty':five  years.  It  is  i 
isters  of  Charity  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the 
i^rls  of  St.  Alexandre  and  of  the  adjoining  pi 

I  able  to  state  that  the  School  Commissioners 
)  amount  of  good  will  for  the  advancement 
'e  parishes. 

of  giving  the  names  of  the  most  snccessfnl 
Ir.  Joseph  Lavigne,  Trois-Pistoles  ;  L^ontine 
ine  Gaudreau,  St.  Paschal.     The  teachers  v 

schools  are  the  Misses  Marie  Boucher,  Loui 
Riviere  Quelle  ;  Hermina  Boucher,  St.  Philif 
dr6  and  Miss  Arth^mise  Hudon,  Trois  Pisto 

f  a  remarkable  movement  and  impulse  to  si 
I  school  law  and  the  success  of  the  schools,  on 
I,  the  rate  payers  and  all  who  are  intereett 


have  the  honor,  &c., 

CfiLESTIN  BOUOHAED, 
School  Inspi 
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Sib, 


ME.  BRAULT. 
[Trandation.]         j 

Point  Claire,  18th  August,  1882. 


I  have  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  public  instruction  in  the  coui^ties 
of  Jacques  Cartier,  Soiilanges  and  Vaudreuil,  for  the  year  1881-82. 

This  report  comprises : — 

1.  A  grand  statistical  table. 

2.  A  synoptical  table  of  my  inspection  bulletins  for  the  second  half- 
year. 

3.  The  following  information,  which  is  a  synopsis  of  the  two  first  docu- 
ments : — 

Comparative  Table  of  the  statistics  of  the  past  two  years. 


Mnnicipalities 

DiitiictB 

School  houses  belonging  to  Gommisa'rs  or  Trustees. . . 

School  houses  rented 

Total  school  houses 

Schools  under  control 

Independ^t  schools ••.... 

Institutions  of  all  kinds 

I 

Pupils 

Arerage  attendance 

Pupils  from  A  B  C,  to  fluent  reading 


1880-81 


24 

97 

91 

24 

115 

114 

1 

115 

6523 

4717 

1261 


1881-82 


25 

'■    98 

91 

25 

116 

115 

1 

U6 

6590 

4841 

1393 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


1 
1 
1 


67 
132 


tATIVE  TABLE   OP  THE   STATISTICS,   ETC. — CONTINT 


iUy 

ihmotic 

utal  arithmetic 

'k-ktieping 

thematlcB 

Qsuration 

{Itsb  gTtiiDtDar 

nch  giammar  ....  . , . . 
logmphy 

■r-writing 

grapbj 

ory 

■ring,  1st  book 

>ing,  2nd  book 

'lag  from  DatDre 

icultnre  and  Bpricultun! 

iinientAl  m>i8i<: 

!ig  diplomBH 

ligtoDH  onlerH 

oldlng  diplomas 

diog  diplomas 

religious  orders 

holding  diplomat 


S33G 

4460 
4071 


3365 

272.1 
3500 
932 
2016 
2106 


919T 
4760 
3817 


0^ 


The  erection  during  the  past  year  of  the  parish  of  the  Most  Holy  Re- 
deemer, in  the  county  of  Vaudreuil,  has  given  rise  to  the  municipality  of 
the  same  name.  The  two  schools  in  this  municipality  have  been  in  exist- 
ence for  a  long  time. 

The  seven  parishes  of  the  county  of  Vaudreuil  now  comprise  nine 
school  municix>alities  ;  those  of  the  county  of  Jacques  Cartier,  six  in  num- 
ber, contain  ten ;  and  in  the  county  of  Soulanges  there  are  six  municipali- 
ties in  the  six  parishes. 

In  my  opinion  the  limits  of  the  municipalities  should  be  the  same  as 
th^se  of  the  i)arishe8,  as  in  the  county  of  Soulanges.  ^ 

The  subdivision  of  ordinary  parishes  into  two  or  three  municipalities 
always  appears  to  me  to  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  school  laws  and  ta 
the  interests  of  the  rate-payers. 

I  have  included  in  the  number  of  school-houses  rented  those  belong- 
ing to  the  religious  communities.  In  each  of  these  schools  there  is  a  de- 
I>artment  under  control. 

The  school-houses  directly  rented  by  the  commissioners  are  eleven  in 
number :  one  in  Lachine  (parish) ;  one  in  St.  Anne  (parish) ;  one  in  St. 
Genevieve,  No.  1  ;  six  in  Pointe  Claire ;  one  in  St.  Telesphore,  and  one  in 
Vaudreuil- 

Those  belonging^  to  the  commissioners  are  91  in  number  ;  those  belong- 
ing- to  religious  communities,  13  ;  there  is  also  an  independent  lay  school. 

At  St.  Genevieve  the  old  house  in  which  was  held  the  model  school, 
nxitll  recently  under  the  management  of  Mr.  O.  Payment,  has  been  replaced 
by  a  superb  building  very  well  situated  and  well  furnished.     The  Freres 

■ 

de  St.  Croix  now  manage  it. 

Two  other  school-houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  one  at  St. 
Polycarpe,  which  cost  $1,000,  and  can  be  classed  as  "very  good"  ;  the  other 
at  Ste.  Justine. 

At  Ste.  Marthe  two  school-houses  are  now  being  built,  one  in  the 
upp^T  part  of  Ste.  Marie  range,  and  the  other  in  the  upper  part  of  St.  Guil- 
^  lanme  range  (districts  Nos.  3  and  6). 
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OR  Tables — Synoptical  of  my  bulletins  for  2nd  half-year. 
State  of  the  houses. 


Maps. 


T.  G. 

0^ 

Pais. 

M.  W. 

ClNU*. 

None. 

TOTAI. 

14 
12 
8 

3 
18 

15 

6 

8 

1 

2 

SonliDges   

34 

29 

37 

5 

8 

3 

three  schoole  which  have  no  maps. 
Globes. 


well  kept  ? 


!     T„. 
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Number  of  institutions  in  which  drawing,   agriculture  and  book- 
keeping are  taught. 


JacqueB-Cariier 
Sonlanges  .... 
Vaudrenil  . . . . , 


Total. 


Drawing. 


32 

26 
33 


91 


Agricul- 
ture. 


25 


27 


24 


76 


Book- 
keeping. 


12 


12 


12 


36 


Total. 


69 


65 


69 


203 


In  what  language  is  the  teaching  given  ? 


Jacques- Cartier 


Soulanges 
Vaudreuil 


Total 


F. 

E. 

F.  E. 

17 
22 
20 

2 
7 

15 
12 
16 

59 

9 

43 

E.  F.      F.  E.  L. 


Total. 


36 
36 
44 


116 


Are  the  school  records  kept  ? 
Is  there  a  cupboard  ? 

I  have  received  few  affirmative  replies  to  these  questions  as  you  may 
.  see  by  my  bulletins. 

Is  the  teacher  competent  ? 


f  < 


Jacques-Cartier 

Sonlanges 

Taudrenil  .... 


Total. 


Yes. 


34 
26 
30 

90 


Suff. 


2 
4 
9 

15 


Doubtful. 


4 
2 

6 


Ko. 
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How  is  the  school  kept  generally  ? 


/ 


t 

V.  W. 

W. 

19 
26 
31 

F.I. 

Med. 

Schools 
closed. 

Jscques-Cartier    

10 
6 
4 

6 

3 
7 

16 

— 

1 

f^oqlftnges ,..,.,....    .... 

1 

Yaadrenil 

2 

Total 

20 

76 

— 

2 

Is  there  progress  ? 


' 

Yes. 

Little. 

No. 

Schools 
closed. 

Too  few 

pupils 

present. 

Total. 

Jacques-Cartier 

22 
22 
17 

6 

4 
11 

21 

1 
6 
5 

1 

1 
2 

6 
3 
9 

36 

a 

^UlaDflTfiS 

36 

Vsadreml    

44 

Total 

61 

12 

4 

18 

1 
116 

As  usual,  the  want  of  progress  is,  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  irregu- 
lar attendance  of  the  pupils. 

Are  the  accounts  well  kept  ? 

Are  they  kept  according  to  the  official  method  ? 
Are  there  any  arrears  ? 

The  replies  to  these  questions  are  nearly  all  in  the  affirmative,  as  you 
may  see  by  my  bulletins. 

The  teachers  are  everywhere  paid  regularly.     The  salaries  have  been 
increased  in  some  municipalities. 

I  hope  you  will  be  satisfied  with  the  general  result  obtained  in  my 
;  -district  during  the  past  school-year. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

C.  BRAULT, 

School  Inspector. 


[ 


ME.  CARRIER. 
[Ttamlation.]       * 

Levis,  Ibth  September,  1882. 


the  honor  to  eabmit  my  report  on  the  state  of  public  mstrnction 
ties  of  Levis  and  Dorchester  for  the  school-year  1881-82. 

appy  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  has  been  constant  progress^ 
number  of  schools  and  of  the  pupils,  and  in  the  efficiency  of  the 


:st  the  school  municipalities  comprised  in  my  district  there  are 

1  have  one  or  two  superior  primary  schools,  and  in  many  pri- 

Is  the  teaching  covers  some  subjects  which  properly  belong  to 

Ab. 

<t  that  I  am  completely  satisfied  with  the  results  obtained,  and 

)t  feel  the  necessity  of  dmng  still  more,  but  it  is  at  le 

ijudiced  minds  that  the  country  is  progressing  both  in 

,lly,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  some  day, 

will  have  an  educational  system  which  will  compar< 

st  in  vogae  in  other  countries. 

rse,  before  securing  a  final  success,  we  will  have  gre 
i.  The  sparsenesB  of  our  rural  population  is  almost 
hat  the  school  is  too  far  away  for  a  considerable  po: 
[f  we  add  to  this  our  rigorous  climate,  it  is  easy  to  ' 
It,  if  not  impossible,  it  is  for  young  children  to  at 

Hence  the  want  of  progress.  Moreover,  the  scarcit; 
ual  labor  frequently  place  the  parents  under  the  pai 
oon  withdrawing  their  children  from  school  at  the  v< 

their  intellect  is  beginning  to  develop  and  they  are  ii 
me  benefit  from  the  teachers'  lessons. 

erefore  desirable  that  young  persons,  when  they  are 
m  parents  in  their  labors,  should  continue  to  atte 
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•winter  until  they  have  acquired  the  knowledge  of  what  makes  a  good  pri- 
mary education. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  again  point  out  the  principal  obstacles  to  the  pro- , 
gress  of  education  in  my  district  They  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  :— 
1.  The  unfortunate  tendency  of  commissioners  to  engage  teachers  at  reduced 
rates ;  2.  The  too  frequent  change  of  teachers ;  3.  The  want  of  sufficient 
materials  ;  4.  The  neglect  of  some  parents  to  supply  their  children  with  the 
books,  paper  and  other  articles  which  are  indispensably  necessary  in  every 
good  school ;  5.  Finally,  the  worst  of  accommodation  in  most  of  the  school- 
houses,  their  small  dimensions  and  bad  division  from  a  hygienic  point  of 
view.  \ 

It  is  therefore  desirable  that  the  salaries  of  teachers  should  be  raised^ 
that  they  be  not  changed  so  frequently,  that  the  commissioners  should 
adopt  the  plan  followed  in  some  municipalities  of  purchasing  all  the  books 
and  school  supplies,  so  that  all  the  children,  both  rich  and  poor,  should 
have  all  they  require. 

Still,  on  the  whole,  I  am  satisfied  with  the  schools  in  my  district,  which, 
although  not  as  comfortable  as  might  be,  still  succeed  fairly  well,  thanks  ta 
the  efforts  of  the  teachers. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

EDWARD  CARRIER, 

School  Inspector, 


MB.  DELAGE.     ■ 

[Tramlaiion.] 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  my  inepections  in  my  district, 
together  with  my  ^and  statistical  table  for  the  year  1881-82. 

The  figures  in  the  latter  show  a  slight  decrease  in  the  total  number  of 
pupils  attending  the  schools  since  my  report  of  the  month  of  August,  18S1, 
but  it  'must  not  be  concluded  from  this  that  there  is  any  falling  off  in  the 
progress  made  ;  for  it  should  be  stated  that  the  six  convents,  the  two  classi-  ^ 
cal  and  one  industrial  colleges  of  this  district  which  I  did  not  visit,  because 
they  are  not  under  the  control  of  the  commissioners,  were  attended  last 
year,  if  I  am  properly  informed,  by  a  greater  number  of  pupils  than  in  pre- 
vious years. 

I  have  noticed  that  this  year  the  attendance  has  been  more  regular  and 
numerous  between  the  fall  and  spring  than  between  the  latter  season  and 
the  end  of  the  school-year.     This  te  explained  by  the  iiiot  that  when  the      . 
fine  weather  returns  a  good  many  farmers  withdraw  their  chili 
the  schools  to  employ  them  in  field  labor,  and  it  is  also  the  per 
many  families  emigrate  to  the  United  States. 

The  great  majority  of  the  teachers  secured  come  to  be  very  : 
the  discharge  of  their  important  duties.  Two  subjeiits  of  the  oi 
for  ithe  schools  are  still  neglected  in  many  municipalities ;  they  art 
and  agriculture.  Notwithstanding  the  eSbrts  made  by  the  insf 
by  some  friends  of  education  to  encourage  the  teaching  of  these 
jects,  there  are  still  people  so  behind  the  age  as  to  take  upon  thei 
forbid  the  teachers  to  teach  it.  I  am  also  informed  that  some  coi 
ers  do  the  same.  The  female  teachers  who  followed  out  my  in 
on  this  subject  are  deserving  of  praise.  All  the  teachers,  with  c 
tion,  displayed  both  zeal  and  intelligence  in  the  matter.  I  am  sor 
to  tell  you  that  this  year  three  model  schools  had  to  descend  to  tl: 
primary  schools  owing  to  the  want  of  pupils  of  sufficient  age,  a 
quently,  not  suf&ciently  prepared  to  follow  the  curriculum  req 
these  schools. 
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The  commissioners  of  the  municipalities  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  St.  Damase, 
St.  Paul  d'Abbotsfor4,  La  Presentation,  St.  Charles,  Notre  Dame  de  Riche- 
lieu and  St.  Hugues  have  cheerfully  followed  your  instructions  with  re- 
spect to  the  houses  which  you  told  them  to  repair  or  rebuild.  There  are 
«till  some  x>arishes  in  which  the  commissioners  were  in  default,  but  I  will 
attend  to  that  soon. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  year  five  female  teachers  were  dismissed 
in  my  district  for  having  obtained  their  certificates  in  virtue  of  forged  doc- 
uments. It  is  more  than  likely  that  the  stringent  measures  adopted  against 
4;hem  wU  serve  as  a  lesson  for  others  in  the  future. 

With  two  exceptions,  the  secretaries  have  adopted  the  new  system  of 
book-keeping.  The  accounts  appeared  to  me  to  be  honestly  kept,  and  the 
teachers  regularly  paid. 

I  notice  with  pleasure  that  the  salaries  paid  by  the  commissioners  to 
teachers  are  gradually  being  increased.  There  are  but  two  municipalities' 
in  which  the  salaries  have  remained  stationary  for  several  years — St.  Denis 
Xo.  2,  and  St.  Barnabe  in  four  of  its  schools.  The  former  pays  $100,  the 
latter  $92.  Out  of  this  salary  the  teachers  are  obliged  to  heat  and  keep  the 
^uses  in  repair.  During  my  inspections  I  found  but  too  frequently  chil- 
dren who  were  unprovided  with  school  necessaries ;  their  parents  were  in 
easf  circumstances,  some  of  them  commissioners. 

I  already  told  you,  in  one  of  my  previous  reports,  that  I  had  prepared 
regulations  for  the  keeping  of  the  schools  subject  to  my  inspection.  I  sub- 
mitted them  to  several  friends  of  education  who  were  fully  competent  of 
judging  such  a  work,  and  they  were  approved  and  distributed  in  all  the 
schools  of  the  district  of  St.  Hyacinthe.  They  were  easy  to  observe,  and 
placed  the  teacher  out  of  the  reach  of  those  bickerings  which  always  para- 
lyze success  in  schools  ;  while  they  afforded  the  commissioners  a  means  of 
exercising  a  closer  superintendence. 

These  regulations  were  well  received  by  a  great  many  school  boards, 

but  were  unwelcome  and  little  understood  in  some  municipalities  where 

the  majority  of  the  commissioners  could  neither  read  nor  write,  the  chair- 

3 


\ 


man  aloue  beiug  able  to  sign  his  name.     iSeveral  of  the  re 
slrnck  oat  and  replaced  by  others  exceedingly  absurd. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


J.  B.  DEL 

Scl 


St.  CfisAiRE,  26th  September,  1882. 


MR.  DORVAL. 

[  Translation.] 

L'AssoMPTiON,  4th  JauM 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  the  first  half-j 

Since  the  26th  of  September  last,  I  have  inspected  50  s( 
and  model,  in  eleven  municipalities,  all  within  the  county  of 
The  bulletins  of  inspection  which  accompany  this  report 
details.  Of  the  fifty  schools,  fifteen  are  excellent,  twenty-eii 
nine  are  only  inferior  ;  none  are  bad.  As  to  the  school  hou, 
follows  :  twenty  are  in  an  excellent  state,  twenty-six  in  a  g 
inferior  and  two  in  a  bad  state.  The  furniture  and  other  e 
are  in  the  same  proportion.  I  therefore  consider  that,  on  th« 
say  that  I  am  satisfied  with  these  schools  At  this  period  of 
year  when  the  pupils  have  only,  as  it  were,  but  recommenct 
it  is  impossible  to  speak  with  any  exactness  of  the  progress 
school,  and  consequently  there  are  a  good  many  blanks  unde 
in  my  buUetins- 

I  know  of  no  new  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  our  pr 
These  obstacles  have  been  so  often  pointed  out  and  had  tc 
always  the  same.     I  must  however  repeat  them :  They  are  : 
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1.  The  irregular  attendance  of  the  children  at  school  or  their  prematura 
departure  from  our  primary  institutions  ; 

2.  The  incapacity  or  apathy  of  the  Commissioners ; 

3.  The  incapacity  of  the  teachers. 

These  are  the  enemies  we  have  to  contend  against  and  without  wish- 
ing to  recriminate  in  order  to  excuse  our  defects,  I  may  |^y  that  there  is 
hardly  a  country  where  such  evils  are  not  met  with.  If  we  may  believe 
certain  publicists,  even  such  of  those  countries  which  do  not  openly  admit 
their  weakness  in  this  respect,  are  not  always  the  least  afflicted;  only  na- 
tional  pride  seals  their  lips  or  they  only  speak  of  it  in  private. 

The  first  of  these  three  obstacles  will  evidently  for  a  long  time  to  come 
not  be  amenable  to  legislatioir ;  time  alone  will  bring  a  remedy  for  I  do 
not  believe  in  coercion.  I  think  no  one  will  dare  to  touch  the  second, 
because  it  would  be  touching  the  people  and  forcing  it  to  give  up  certain 
privileges  which  the  law  should  not  have  given  to  it  at  the  beginning  but 
which  it  has  possessed  since  a  long  time. 

Would  the  people  willingly  abandon  them  ?  I  doubt  it,  for  we  would 
then  have  to  deal  with  politicians  who  would  in  all  probability  be  glad  to 
stir  up  the  matter  so  as  to  be  able  to  fish  in  troubled  waters. 

As  to  the  third  obstacle,  (the  incapacity  of  the  teachers)  I  do  not  think 
that  any  thing  but  the  establishment  of  a  normal  school  for  French  speaking 
girls  can  remedy  it.  I  speak  only  of  the  old  Montreal  district,  where  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  two-thirds  of  our  schools  at  least  are  taught  by 
female  teachers. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  are  still  very  frequently  reproached  for  the 
lacility  with  which  their  diplomas  are  obtained.  But  after  all  what  are 
their  examinations  and  diplomas  but  a  guarantee  given  to  the  School  Com* 
missioners  that  the  persons  who  have  obtained  diplomas  from  these  boards 
possess  certain  of  the  qualifications  required  by  law. 

The  boards  do  not  themselves  form  the  teachers ;  they  only  make  a 
selection  from  amongst  those  who  come  before  them.     It  is  therefore  the 


a  reasonable  increase  of  salary  so  aa  to  enable  the  teacher  to  live  decently 
and  bring  up  his  family,  while  he  teaches ;  if,  for  instance,  the  teachers 
could  become  here,  as  is  the  clergy  in  France,  a  body  of  public  officers 
paid  by  Government,  with  the  new  material  benefits  offered  by  the  present 
act  for  the  necesBities  of  old  ^e,  teaching  would  cease  to  be  what  it  has 
only  too  long  been,  a  make-shift  or  the  only  means  of  livelihood  for  a  num- 
ber of  educated  young  men  who  do  not  wish  to  become  lawyers  or  doctors. 

I  like  to  believe  that  teaching  will  become  a  rival  career  to  the  liberal 
professions  engendered  by  our  numerous  classical  colleges,  and  which  are 
adopted  but  too  often  for  the  indncements  they  ofier.  Both  teaching  and  the 
professions  would,  it  seems  to  me,  gain  considerably  by  this  rivalry ;  the 
former  in  prestige  and  the  latter  by  reducing  the  overcrowding. 

The  Pro^-ince  has  no  outside  enemies,  but,  like  all  other  countries  in 
the  world,  is  its  own  greatest  enemy.  To  contend  t^ainet  it,  all  we  require 
is  a  body  of  e4ucated,  truly  Christian  and  courageous  teachers. 

We  laugh  a  little  at  the  popular  idea  that  every  teacher  is  an  inde- 
pendent gentleman,  but  when  we  come  to  think  of  it  does  not  society 
itself  act  as  if  it  thought  like  the  people  ? 

In  all  countries,  for  instance,  if  a  soldier  is  wounded  in  battle  or  hurt 
in  a  riot  he  gets  a  medal  or  a  pension,  to  say  nothing  of  glorj 
teacher  who  wears  out  his  life,  and  grows  old  under  the  weight  • 
and  fatigues  of  teaching,  gets  nothing  or  next  to  nothing.  Tnere  ii 
too  good  for  men  who  have  learnt  the  fatal  trade  of  killing,  : 
too  good  for  them  in  their  old  age,  but  there  is  nothing  to  be  d< 
who  devote  their  lives  to  forming  intelligences  which  unde 
hearts  which  love  him  who  has  told  us  all  to  love  our  neig'kbor  as 

Society  does  not  even,  give  them  when  completely  worn  o 
tuitous  use  of  a  pallet  in  a  hospital. 

The  last  pension  and  superannuation  act  for  which  the  ti 
indebted  to  you,  will  probably  not  do  away,  in  this  Province, 
anomalies  which  are  so  sad  and  still  so  common  throughout 
but  it  will,  at  least,  be  a  generous  protest  againt  those  prejudic 


abjection  in  which  society  allows  the  only  man  to  languish  who,  after  the 
priest,  can  say  that  his  state  of  life  is  an  apostolate. 

Such  a  law,  judging  from  its  motives  and  effects,  I  may  call  an  eipia- 
^  tion  for  the  past ;  all  sincere  friends  of  education  will  call  it  a  blessing. 


I  have  the  honor.  Sec, 


A.  D.  DORVAL, 

School  Inspector. 


N.B. — Mr.  Dona/  died  before  making  his  second  report. 


MR.  FONTAINE. 
[  Translation,] 


Sir, 


JOLIETTK,  20th  October,   1682. 


oy  statistics  again  show  a  slight  decrease  in  the  num- 
ave  attendeathe  schools  in  1881-82.  There  wasapro- 
in  the  number  of  pupils  studying  the  various  branches 
on. 

)  believe  that  the  pupils  in  the  schools  under  control 
I  numerous  this  year  as  in  the  previous  one,  had  it  not 
number  who  went  to  the  colleges,  and  other  high  schools 
h  I  do  not  visit.  If  snch  be  the  case,  I  cannot  but  con- 
t  upon  its  love  for  education  in  general. 

e  a  new  municipality  in  my  district,  I  have  still,  this 
licipalities  for  I  have  had  to  strike  off  thii  dissen- 
fSt.  (Jabriel  de  Braadon  (Berthier).  which  has  given 
7  for  three  years,  and  which  in  faot  is  to  be  removed 
sep  up  a  school  and  comply  with  the  law. 
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In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  advised  all  the  teachers  to^ 
teach  drawing  and  agriculture,  as  being  two  very  important  subjects.  My 
bulletins  and  statistics  will  show  how  far  my  orders  were  executed.  Many 
teachers  have  neither  aptitude  nor  tast^  for  drawing,  and,  as  the  rate-payer* 
object  to  it,  the  subject  is  easily  abandoned.  Consequently  only  the  really 
good  teachers  who  are  anxious  to  faithfully  perform  their  duties,  teach  it, 
in  spite  of  everything  and  succeed  as  well  in  this  branch  ais  in  others. 

Agriculture  also  is  greatly  neglected.  Candidates  for  diplomas  should,. 
I  think,  be  obliged  to  answer  certain  theoretical  questions  on  this  subject. 

The  teachers  should  also  possess  a  good  work  on  thereotical  and  prac- 
tical  agriculture,  and  have  a  slight  knowledge  of  agricultural  chemistry. 

At  the  present  time  agriculture  is  much  improved  in  our  country  part« ; 
bat  this  is  due  to  the  courage  of  the  really  intelligent  farmers,  who  have 
not  feared  to  abandon  routine  and  give  a  good  example.  This  has  done 
more  for  the  advancement  of  agriculture  than  the  teaching  in  the  schools. 
Still  I  am  very  anxious  that  agriculture  should  be  taught  everywhere, 
and  I  always  advise  the  teachers  to  cultivate  the  nice  gardens  which,  as  a 
rule,  surround  the  school  houses.  Unfortunately  more  than  a  hundred  out 
of  the  whole  number  will  not  even  take  the  trouble  to  grow  a  few  of  the 
commonest  vegetables  which  are  so  heafciy  and  delicious  a  food.  We 
barely  find,  here  and  there,  a  few  pretty  flowers  in  pots,  which  indicate 
some  knowledge  of  horticulture  and  botany. 

The  teachers  have  no  books  to  study,  and  still  they  require  instruction 
themselves.  For  this  reason  1  exhort  the  teachers  to  subscribe  either  to 
the  Journal  of  Public  Instruction  or  to  F Enseignement  Primaire,  which  are 
interesting  and  useful  to  read.  In  every  number  of  these  two  publications 
the  teachers  will  find  important  information  which  is  not  in  any  other 
book's. 

I  have  made  great  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  mental  arithmetic 
and  arithmetic  in  general,  and  flatter  myself  that  I  have  succeeded  pretty 
well ;  writing  is  improving  day  by  day  owing  to  the  use  of  the  graded 
series  of  copies  of  Langlais  &  Co.,  Payson,  &c.  The  importance  of  writing^ 
a  good  hand  is  generally  understood,  and  I  frequently  aUude  to  it. 
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As  a  general  rule  the  teachers'  salaries  have  been  increased  last  year,, 
and  all,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  the  municipality  of  St.  Charles  Bor-^ 
rom6e  have  been  regularly  paid  their  small  stipend.  At  St.  Damien  da- 
Brandon  there  was  a  slight  deficit  in  the  accounts  of  the  Secretary -Trea- 
surer, LeMarle.  But  this  unfortunate  occurrence,  thanks  to  the  activity 
and  zeal  of  the  cur^,  Mr.  Brien  and  of  some  citizens  of  the  locality,  did 
-not  cause  the  teachers  any  inconvenience. 

At  present,  I  may  say  that  with  two  or  three  exceptions  the  Secretary- 
Treasurers  perform  their  duties  faithfully,  promptly  collect  the  rates  and 
assessments  and  regularly  pay  the  salaries  and  account  for  their  manage- 
ment. 

Nevertheless  I  think  that  few  of  them  comply  with  section  61  of 
chapter  15  of  the  Consolidated  Statutes  for  Lower  Canada,  which  compels 
the  Commissioners  to  submit  to  the  ratepayers,  in  July  every  year,  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  municipality.  I 
have  asked  for  a  reform  in  this  matter  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  a 
good  result. 

I  inspected  my  schools  twice,  except  those  at  St.  Ignace  and  Madame 
Islands,  which  were  closed  owing  to  the  ceremony  ot  tes  quarante  heures, 
when  I  passed  there  ;  of  the  parish  of  St.  Cuthbert,  with  one  exception,  of 
the  town  of  Berthier,  of  the  parish  of  St.  F61ix  and  the  townships  of  Pro- 
vost and  Brassard.  The  former  were  closed  when  I  was  ready  to  inspect 
them  for  the  second  time.  The  schools  in  Provost  and  Brassard  are  so  far 
away  that  I  cannot  visit  them  more  than  once  a  year. 

I  must  say  that  the  rate-payers  in  Brassard  have  made  great  sacrifices  in 
order  to  build,  near  their  chapel,  a  good  school  house  in  which  the  children 
of  the  locality  have  attended  school  with  a  zeal  which  was  creditable  to  all 
concerned,  parents,  children  and  teacher.  The  latter,  Miss  Elizabeth  Mor- 
risette,  although  she  has  no  diploma,  has  great  aptitude  for  teaching  and 
has  succeeded  beyond  all  expectations.  To  have  a  good  school  in  which 
the  children  can  be  taught  is  a  great  encouragement  for  these  energetic 
people  who  settled  hardly  twelve  years  ago  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  thirty 
miles  away  from  any  habitation. 
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For  all  these  reasons,  I  hope  you  will  give  a  special  grant  to  this  young 
municipality  which  has  made  so  many  sacrifices  in  order  to  build  a  school 
house  and  pay  a  .teacher. 

The  school  in  the  township  of  Provost  also  renders  good  services,  but 
it  is  not  as  good  as  that  in  Brassard. 

Besides  the  school  house  in  Brassard  two  new  ones  were  built  in  1881, 
namely  at  St.  Cuthbert  and  St.  F61ix  de  Valois,  near  the  church  in  each 
place.  These  two  school  houses  are  spacious,  of  nice  appearance  and  are 
comfortable  both  for  the  pupils  and  teachers. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

A.  FONTAINE, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  FOTHERaiLL. 

Quebec,  July.  1882. 

The  Hon,  (tedeon  Ouimet,  D.  C.  L., 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Sfc,  Sfc,^  Sf*c, 

Sib, 

In  presenting  my  annual  statement  of  the  educational  establishments 
under  my  inspection,  it  aflfords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report 
much  progress. 

In  the  city  of  Quebec  marked  improvement  is  apparent  in  scTeral 
schools. 

The  High  School  has  steadily  increased  in  numbers  and  the  general 
work  and  good  discipline  bear  evident  tokens  of  care  on  the  part  of  the 
I^ector  and  his  assistants. 
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The  Girls'  High  School  has  been  well  attended  and  excellent  progress 
made  in  the  different  classes.  This  school  is  now  well  graded,  with  a  good 
staff  of  teachers,  the  building  is  also  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  educa- 
tion and  maintained  in  perfect  order. 

The  preparatory  department  which  was  opened  last  September  has 
met  with  fair  success  and  would,  I  am  confident,  under  an  experienced 
teacher  be  an  admirable  feeder  to  the  upper  school. 

The  Artillery  Street  school,  under  Mr.  Emslie,  with  two  assistant- 
teachers,  has  been,  as  usual,  well  attended  and  the  work  all  that  can  be 
desired.  The  penmanship  of  the  whole  school  is  most  excellent.  Mr. 
Emslie  imparts  a  thorough  commercial  education  and  his  pupils  readily 
<K>mmand  good  situations  in  merchants'  offices. 

Mr.  Fergusson  has  brought  the  St.  Andrew's  School  into  a  high  state 
of  efficiency.  Miss  Lay  has  been  careful  in  her  duties  in  the  preparatory 
department :  the  building  is,  however,  very  unfit  for  so  large  a  school. 

The  D'Aiguillon  Street  School  continues  its  good  work  under  Miss 
Wilkins  with  Miss  Clara  Lloyd  in  charge  of  the  junior  pupils.  I  noticed 
great  improvement  in  reading  and  spelling. 

The  School  in  Champlain  Street  was  in  so  wretched  a  condition  at  the 
close  of  the  last  scholastic  year  that  I  felt  it  necessary  to  report  its  utter 
uselesness.  The  teacher,  Miss  Armstrong,  has,  however,  been  able  to 
resuscitate  her  establishment,  and  the  scholars  did  fairly  well  at  the  examina- 
tion ;  the  numbers  have  also  greatly  increased. 

The  most  marked  improvement  in  any  of  the  city  schools  is  noticeable 
in  the  boys'  department  of  the  St.  Margaret  Street  S(»hool  under  Mr.  Purdie. 
The  whole  tone  has  been  changed ;  from  being  listless  and  uninteresting  to 
the  last  degree  the  classes  are  now  bright  and  orderly.  Both  the  junior 
pupils  under  Mrs.  Purdie  and  the  seniors  passed  a  most  creditable  examina- 
tion. I  made  repeated  visits  during  the  year  and  on  every  occasion  was 
pleased  with  the  general  improvement. 

M^s.  Purdie  has  taught  gratuitously  since  September. 


lar^  of'the  girls'  department  has  her  papils  well  in 
Nlitable  to  the  Commissioners  to  allow  so  large  a  school 
>]e  teacher  to  occupy  so  miserable  a  room  :  the  roof  is 
li  times  is  unbearable,  the  means  of  ventilation  are  of 


le  city  schools  I  must  again  reiterate  my  desire  that 
ide  (by  the  Crovernment)  compulsory  in  all  the  girls 

!  that  the  school  of  St.  Roch's  North  is  still  closed 
of  the  Trustees,  while  the  authorities  of  St.  Sauveor 
3d  their  school  in  excellent  condition.  A  change  of 
ice,  as  Mr.  Aub6  retires  from  the  management 

,  Miss  Parker  has  through  continued  ill-health  been 
ice  to  her  pupils.  She  will,  1  believe,  retire  for  son» 
er  of  high  order,  and  her  indiposition  is  very  much  to 

ve  and  St.  Romuald  Schools  are  in  good  order.  Mr. 
11^  of  the  fonner,  while  Miss  Moffatt,  holding  a  model 
succeeded  Kr  Staton  in  charge  of  the  latter.  Mr. 
large    of  the  National  School  (Church  ol 

esbury  and  St.  Dunstan  are  all  in  a  most  uni 
they  are  closed. 

schools  of  St.  Raymond,  at  Bonrg  Louis  a 


.  Stuart,  M.  A.,  takes  a  deep  interest  in  tl 
sful  personal  training  has  given  to  the  schoo 

District  is  now  in  charge  of  a  first  class  m 
et  Proctor.  I  trust  that  the  inhabitants  will 

the  grade  of  a  model  school ;  one  at  least  ii 
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The  three  schools  at  Portneuf  have  not  been  very  successful  during 
the  year. 

14  o.  1  has  now  undergone  a  changt^  of  teachers  and  I  look  forward  to 
much  improvement. 

No.  2  has  been  vacant,  while  No.  3,  under  Miss  Courtney,  has  ■  done 
fairly  well. 

Several  mills  are  about  going  into  operation  during*  the  summer  and 
autumn,  so  that  we  may  reasonably  expect  much  improvent  in  the  schools 
of  the  municipality. 

The  seven  schools  at  Yalcartier  (St.  G-abriel  East  and  West)  have  been 
well  taught  during  the  year. 

A  new  teacher,  Miss  Cry  an,  has  had  charge  of  Mill  Hill  and  made 
excellent  progress.    The  school  building  has  also  been  much  improved. 

Miss  McKillop  succeeded  Miss  McKechnie  at  No.  8,  St.  Gabriel  West. 
Miss  McKechnie  replacing  Miss  Bamford  at  No.  1,  St.  Gabriel  East.  Miss 
Clark  has  been  very  successful  in  her  management  of  No.  3,  St.  Gabriel 
East,  while  Miss  Beilly  has  done  good  work  at  No.  2.  Miss  Penny  and 
Miss  Cleary  still  continue  to  manage  with  much  ability  Nos.  1  and  4  res* 
pectively  of  St.  Gabriel  West. 

I  regret  to  say  that  a  good  deal  of  unpleasantness  still  exists  in  Yal- 
cartier as  regards  boundary  lines  ot  some  of  the  districts,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants do  not  exhibit  a  spirit  of  forbearance,  but  are  ever  too  ready  to  seek 
the  courts  of  law  and  thus  involve  the  municipality  in  much  unnecessary 

Of  the  independent  schools  I  can  only  state  that  they  are  doing  good 
service. 

The  Misses  Addie  who  taught  so  efficiently  the  model  sch  ool  at  Mar- 
bieton  have  now  opened  a  private  school  with  fair  success  at  L6vis.  The 
Misses  Addie  only  require  to  be  known  to  be  appreciated.  - 


L  Iffland,  M.  A.,  Bergerrille,  and  Rev.  H.  C.  Stoart,  M.  A., 
both  very  excellent  boys'  boarding  schools.     They  only 

nber  of  young  gentlemen  and  prepare  them  for  the  uni- 
forms of  our  public  schools.  The  ladies'  school  under 
has  been  marked  with  very  great  success. 

laderton,  Misses  Lane,  Mrs.  Wilkins  have  also  good  esta- 
ret  to  say  that  Mrs.  Morgan,  so  long  and  so  favourably 
>ainstaklng  and  successful  teacher  has  retired  ;  her  school 
y  Mr.  Cook,  who  has  taught  with  success  in  St.  Koch, 

ommercial  Academy  for  boys,  continues  to  stand  at  the 
that  class. 

much  satisfaction  that  all  the  schools  are  now  better 
able  text  books  than  formerly. 

dited  by  the  Messrs.  Gage,  of  Toronto,  are  being  generally 
r  with  the  Spelling  Book  by  the  same  publishers  :  they 
s  and   at  once  commend  themselves  to  teachers  and 


m  adopted  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  examination 
Iso  had  the  effect  of  securing  a  far  better  class  of  teachers 

daring  the  past  five  years  in  the  several  schools  in  my 
ret  gratifying ;  there  are  only  now  one  or  two  dark  spots, 
i  ago  many  schools  were  in  a  deplorable  con 
K>d  and  take  courage. 

he  honor  to  remain. 


Your  very  devoted  servant, 


M.  M.  FOTHERGII 
School 
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Sib, 


ME.  GAY. 

[  Translation.] 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  the  year  which  has  just 
ended.  There  has  been  a  general  improvement  in  the  schools  of  my 
district,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  synopsis  : 


1881^ 


Nunber  of  districtii 


-^        of  institutionift  in  operation 
^        of  pupils 

Average  attendance 

PnpiU  reading  fluently ....'. 


*^      in  arit}imetic 


"    mental  arithmetic 


<t 


u 


(t 


**  wniing 

'<  English  grammar 

"^  French  grammar 

t' .  parsing  and  orthography 

"  history 

"  geography  .... 

''  drawing 

^  book-keeping 

"  agricnitare 


Amongst  the  subjects  which  are  taught  to  all  the  classeS)  that  which 
shows  the  greatest  increase  since  eight  years,  is  arithmetic.  It  has  increased 
140  per  cent,  I  constantly  advise  the  teachers  to. get  their  pupils,  even  the 
youngest,  to  provide  themselves  with  slates ;  for  the  latter  it  is  a  toy,  and 
the  first  ideas  in  calculation  afford  them  amusement.    They  thus  manager 
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to  get  through  the  six  hours  of  class  without  trouble,  while  the  spelling 
book  would  nol  keep  them  quiet  during  the  time. 

Apart  from  a  slight  decrease  in  agriculture  and  book-keeping  it  may  be 
fieen  that  there  has  been  a  general  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  learning 
the  various  branches.  But  this  is  not  sufficient  to  show  us  exactly  the 
state  of  our  schools  ;  I  mean  of  the  country  schools,  which  are  in  great 
majority  in  this  district.  They  must  be  considered  from  another  aspect, 
and  we  must  see  what  degree  of  progress  may  be  made  by  a  pupil  who 
regularly  attends  a  primary  school.  On  this  point,  I  regret  to  say,  that  our 
schools  leave  much  to  be  desired,  owing  to  the  incapacity  of  our  school- 
mistresses, with  a  few  exceptions. 

That  the  Board  of  Examiners  are  too  lax  in  granting  diplomas  is  known 

to  all,  and  all  complain  of  it ;  it  is  an  abuse  which  should  be  put  a  stop  to 
at  once. 

There  is  another  thing  which  hinders  progress  in  our  schools  and  to 
which  it  is  difficult  to  apply  a  remedy,  because  it  is  inherent  to  our  demo- 
cratic institutions  and  is  the  result  of  our  system  of  management.  I  mean 
the  too  frequent  change  of  teachers  in  each  school,  about  fifty  per  cent, 
•every  year.  Such  a  going  and  coming  cannot  be  productive  of  good.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  when  the  teachers  are  better  educated  and  consequently 
give  better  satisfaction,  these  changes  will  be  less  frequent. 

In  looking  over  the  expense  accounts  of  the  municipalities  I  find  that 
some  secretaries  charge  quite  a  large  sum  to  pay  them  for  going  to  the  bank 
to  get  the  government  cheques  cashed.  These  are  payable  to  order  and 
may  be  cashed  at  par  anywhere  in  the  province,  therefore  the  commis- 
sioners should  not  allow  the  secretaries  anything  for  this. 

The  school-houses  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last  report  as  being  too 
low,  will  nearly  all  be  raised  during  the  present  holidays. 

If  I  notice  during  my  next  visits  that  your  instructions  on  this  point 
have  not  been  followed,  I  will  let  you  know  at  once. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


Hull,  25th  August,  1882. 


AUG.  GAY, 

School  Insffector, 
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MR.  GRONDIN. 


[Translation.] 


Sib, 


Laprairis,  2l6t  Augufit,  1882. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  the  year  1881-82. 

My  grand  statistical  table,  which  I  have  filled  up  with  every  possible 
care,  a^d  which  I  sent  yon  some  days  ago,  shows  that  there  have  been  more 
pupils  this  year  than  in  previous  ones  and  that  a  greater  number  studied 
the  various  subjects. 


This  increase,  although  slight,  is  however  very  satisfactory,  when  we 
remember  that  the  population  has  decreased  in  several  of  'the  old 
parishes. 
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Factories  are  being  started  everywhere,  the  North- West  by  its  fertile 
soil,  and  the  splendid  forests  of  the  country  which  are  being  opened  up  by 
settlements,  offer  great  inducements  to  all  who  own  but  small  farms  or  who 
do  not  always  find  constant  and  remunerative  employment  in  our  older 
country  parts. 

The  school-houses  are,  in  general,  in  fairly  good  order  and  pretty 
comfortable,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  my  repeated 
advice,  a  great  many  of  the  schools  have  only  ^n  unserviceable  black-board, 
and  that  very  few  have  any  maps  or  convenient  benches  suited  to  the 
childrens'  size,  or  any  which  are  properly  and  solidly  made. 

Irregular  attendance  as  we  have  always  said,  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to 
progress  in  the  education  of  children ;  but  the  want  of  proper  furniture  and 
school  materials,  [or  their  bad  quality,  is  also  a  direct  cause  of  the  slow 
progress  made  in  many  schools. 

Of  all  the  teachers  of  this  district,  there  is  not  one  who  is  completely 
deficient  in  zeal  or  education,  although  they  do  not  all  possess  these 
qualities  to  the  same  degree,  and  amongst  the  teachers  who  meet  with  little 


or  no  success  it  is  not  so  mitch  their  knowledge  which  is  deii 
art  of  imparting  it.  ^ 

As  no  prudent  father  or  Christian  mother  would  confide  tl 
ortheir  children  to  a  teacher  who  had  neither  religion  nor  prit 
of  the  teachers  in  the  schools  under  my  supervision  have  gi 
complaint  as  to  his  conduct. 

As  Religious  instruction,  being  the  basis  of  all  sound  and 
tion,  must  form  part  of  the  curriculum  of  studies  and  the  ct 
priest  has  the  supervision  over  it ;  under  such  enlightened  ; 
catechism  is  taught  and  explained  in  all  the  Catholic  sch 
pariBb. 

The  finances  are,  as  a  rule,  well  managed,  but  there  rei 
year,  in  many  municipalities,  a  considerable  amount  of  arrears. 
I  repeat  ibr  the  third  or  fourth  time  perhaps,  the  suggestion  tha 
inserted  in  the  school  law,  compelling  those  in  arrears  to  pay  i 
fine.  Such  a  measure,  while  doing  justice  to  those  who  pa 
would  have  the  good  effect  of  diminisbiug  the  number  of  those 
arrear,  by  at  least  one-third  every  year. 

The  accounts  are  almost  everywhere  kept  on  the  ofhcial 
auch  of  the  secretary-treasurers  who  hare  not  yet  adopted  this  i 
^o  so,  1  trust,  for  next  year. 

Now  I  have  one  word  to  say  to  certain  interested  part 
portions  of  municipalities  who  will  know  when  they  read  tbi 
alluding  to  them.  When  in  any  parish  there  is  one  district 
another,  the  rate-payers  residing  in  it  wish  to  form  a  seperate  m 
BO  that  all  the  money  derived  from  their  school  rates  and  their  t 
;grant  will  be  exclusively  spent  on  their  own  school,  leaving  tl 
favored  districts  to  pay  higher  rates,  out  of  proportion  to  thei 
keep  up  their  respective  schools.  I  have,  on  all  occasions,  en 
spoil  theoe  plans,  the  carrying  out  of  which  would  be  contrary  t 
.of  the  law,  which  wishos  to  place  all  on  an  equal  footing. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

L.  GRONDl 
School 


51 


MR.  HUBBARD. 


Sherbrooke,  August  21,  1882. 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  Annual  Report,  with  the  Statistical 
Tables,  for  the  past  scholastic  year. 

The  Statisiical  Tables  may  require  some  brief  explanation  : — I  had  pre- 
pared  my  table  ready  for  transmission,  some  months  since,  upon  the  old 
*  blanks,  when  I  received  new  blanks  requiring  some  additional  particulars, 
of  which  I  had  no  record,   and  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of 
making  my  summer  visits  to  the  schools  before  I  could  be  in  a  position  to 
fill  out  the  new  classification  required.     With  regard  to  this  new  classifica- 
tion, viz.,  as  Catholic,  Protestant  and  mixed,  I  beg  to  explain  that  owing  to 
the  fact  that  my  inquiries  on  these  points  were  made  after  the  close,  in  most 
cases,  of  the  terms  of  schools  for  which  other  statistics  had  been  taken,  and 
that  in  several  instances  schools  were  closed,  my  table  is  only  approxi- 
mately correct — although  I  have  done  all  in  my  power,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  make  it  as  nearly  correct  as  possible.     I  beg  also  to  explain,  as 
I  have  previously  stated  to  you  in  correspondence,  that  the  new  table 
seems  to  me  to  confuse  some   items  which  in  the  old  table  were  distinct 
and  clear  ;  as  I  see  no  way  of  distinguishing  in  the  case  of  schools  entered 
as  "  Mixed,"  whether  they  are  under  the  control  of  commissioners  or  trus- 
tees, or  are  independent  I  have  therefore   sent  both  tables,  the  old  and  the 
new ;  the  former  will  show  the  items  above  referred  to.     I  may  remark 
that,  as  compared  with  previous  years,  the  table  shows  a  fair  general  im- 
provement in  several  particulars.     There  has  been  a  slight  gain  on  the 
whole,   on  last  year,  in  the  number  of  schools  in  operation  and  in  the 
attendance. 

As  regards  school  buildings,  there  have  J)een  several  casualties  andalso 
several  improvements.  Of  the  former,  the  loss  by  fire  of  the  St.  Francis 
College  buildings,  Richmond,  the  Danville  Academy,  a  school  house  in 
Robinson,  Bury,  and  one  in  Newport,  may  be  especially  noticed;  the  losses 


vered  by  insurance.  In  the,way  of  improv 
le  to  the  Coaticook  Academy  building,  rend 
8  and  convenient  for  the  purposes  of  a  gta 
bouse  has  been  built  at  EingBey  Fal 
Newport,  one  to  replace  the  one  burned,  an 
nd  one  also  in  Durham.  A  new  model  Bch 
nstruction  in  Durham,  and  two  or  three  s< 
ties.  Repairs,  more  or  less  extensive,  have 
DO«s.  In  the  case  of  the  Danville  Academ 
letter  building  than  the  one  lost,  and  so  co: 
a  graded  school.  The  other  losses  also  will 
lere  are  now  but  few  school  houses,  compai 
ed  ae  bad  or  indifierent,  though  a  large  i 
liddling.  This  fact  will  appear  in  the  bulU 
There  has,  certainly,  been  improvement  d 
ol  buildings.  > 

appliances,  I  cannot  report  very  marked  ai 
something  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  ft 
still  very  great  room  for  improvement ;  thi 

eachers  there  has  been  an  unusual  scarcity 
has  been  owing,  in  part  at  least,  to  the  rev 
Lepartments  of  labor,  and  the  tardiness  of 
creasing  wages  offered.  In  several  case 
For  part  of  the  year  for  want  of  teachers ;  ai 
ers  not  holding  diplomas  have  been  temper 
a  slight  general  increase  in  the  wages  paid, 
B  scarcity  ;  and  municipalities  have  not  ger 
[uired  by  the  Pension  Act,  thus  really  addir 
Owing  to  the  scarcity.  Catholic  teachers 
I  number  of  Protestant  schools.  The  prop 
m  unusually  small.  Teachers  generally  h 
have  seldom  seen  instances  of  incompetenc 
ore  frequently  1  have  occasion  to  call  t 
t  of  thorough  instruction  or   of  systematii 
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In  the  matter  of  text  books,  uniformity  is  gradually  prevailing ; 
though  in  several  sections  unauthorized  books  are  still  used,  and  in  sdme 
cases,  the  gradual  introduction  of  authorized  books  causes,  for  the  time, 
more  confusion.  The  teachers  too  frequently  use  their  influence  against 
the  use  of  authorized  books. 

In  the  matter  of  finances  no  special  troubles  have  arisen.    As  the  times 

^have  been  better,  collections  have  generally  been  easier,  and  as  a  rule  the 

teacliers  are  paid  with  promptness.  This  ought  to  be  true  in  every  instance. 

I  am  confident  that   the    exceptions   this   year   have   been   fewer    than 

nsual. 

Since  my  last  report  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  under  my  supervi- 
sion which  were  in  operation  at  the  time,  twice.  During  the  year,  how- 
ever, I  visited  all  once  and  all  twice,  excepting  six  in  summer  and  fifteen  in 
winter.  The  winter  was  unusually  unfavorable  for  travelling,  and  many 
of  my  visits  during  that  season  were  made  with  much  difficulty  and  hard- 
ship. So  large  is  the  niunber  of  schools  which  I  have  to  visit,  that  I  find 
it  impossiWe  to  avoid  occasional  omissions.  I  am,  however,  careftil  in  all 
•cases  to  go  to  these  schools  on  my  next  tour.  I  also  find  it  impracticable  in 
general  to  give  notice  of  intended  visits,  and  I  may  venture  to  suggest  a 
doubt  as  to  the  advisability  of  such  notice,  when  practicable. 

A  few  schools  which  I  have,  up  to  the  present  time,  visited  and  in- 
spected, have  become  so  largely  Catholic  in  their  attendance,  that  it  would 
probably  be  better  that  they  should  be  visited  by  the  Catholic  Inspector.  I 
may  mention  No.  16  of  Stanstead,  County  of  Stanstead,  Nos.  13  and  14  of 
Ascot,  County  of  Sherbrooke,  and  No.  3  of  Cleveland.  County  of  Rich- 
mond. 

As  I  have  given  the  details  of  each  Municipality  in  my  Statistical 
Table,  and  in  the  Bulletins  of  visits,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  in 
this  report.  I  shall  endeavor  to  furnish  promptly  any  additional  informa- 
tion which  you  may  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HUBBARD, 

Inspector  of  Schools. 


MR.  JUNEAU. 
[  Tranxlalion.] 

Quebec,  Septeml 


to  eubmit  -my  report  on  the  state  of  the  Ca 
year  ending  30th  June  last. 

:nt  my  grand  statistical  table  and  my  bn 
ask  of  giving  a  great  many  details.  I  h 
>  make. 

t  I  said : 

too  mnch  stress  is  laid  upon  learning  by 
of  date.  Why  should  we  insist  upon  a  c 
ir  word  what  he  will  forget  to-morrow  ? 

Ihe  report  I  passed  over  a  page  in  whic! 
be  obliged  to  learn  history,  geography  oi 
}w  that  the  same  rale  should  be  applied  t 
lism,  for  in  these  it  is  necessary  for  the  i 
t  omitting  a  single  oae ;  it  is  even  nece 
orgetting  his  prayers  and  his  catechism, 
ly,  since  they  secure  his  eternal  salvatioD 
I  rule  of  faith  and  conduct  in  the  vari 


le  soul  to  Q-od,  its  author  and  final  end  ; 
IS  it  constantly  has  to  bear  ;  it  fortifies  i 
rs.     We  can  never  teach  too  mnch  hon 


teaching  should  be  a  pattern  of  religioi 
that  religion  has  nothing  to  do  with  tl 
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.youth  are  greatly  to  be  pitied.     Fortunately  such  people  are  powerless  in 
this  country,  and  we  hope  that  they  will  always  be  so. 

Schools  without  religion  are  schools  of  immorality  and  impiety,  as. 
evidenced  by  many  foreign  institutions.  For  my  part  I  have  no  fears  on 
the  subject ;  our  school  authorities  are  men  who  are  thoroughly  Catholic 
and  amongst  them  are  the  Bishops  of  our  province. 

* 

The  teaching  of  prayers  and  catechism  in  the  schools,  far  from  causing 
loss  of  time,  is  beneficial  to  them ;  it  teaches  the  pupils  to  be  more  atten- 
tive, better  behaved  and  more  studious,  and  makes  them  better  understand 
the  respect  due  to  their  teacher,  thojr  school-mates  and  themselves.  We 
must  not  only  teach  children  the  sciences,  we  must  elevate  their  minds  and 
cultivate  every  virtue  in  their  hearts,  to  make  them  useful  to  religion  and 
to  society  and  good  citizens.  The  school  should  be  a  small  sanctuary  where 
the  child  learns  to  love  and  serve  God,  and  that  is  why  we  find  in  all  of 
them  the  sign  of  our  redemption. 

I  have  noticed  this  year  again  that  certain  institutions,  in  order  to  get 
more  credit  for  their  schools,  neglect  the  little  beginners  and  only  pay 
attention,  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  to  the  most  advanced  of  their  classcB 
which  are  nearly  always  composed  of  five  or  six  pupils  only.  This  is 
mach  to  be  regretted.  • 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  rather  frequently  find  school  mistresses  re- 
cently arrived  in  a  district,  who  tell  every  one  that  the  pupils  know  nothings 
have  been  badly  taught,  &c. ;  unfortunately  those  who  chatter  so  against 
their  predecessors  do  not  do  a  whit  better  than  they  did  and  frequently  not 
so  well.  • 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  are  actuated  by  malice,  but  they  wish 
to  put  on  airs  and  make  people  think  them  very  clever ;  they  are  wanting 
in  humility,  good-breeding  and  even  in  charity  and  consequently  are  not 
the  best  i>er8on6  to  place  in  charge  of  a  school. 

In  some  parishes  where  I  happened  to  be  on  a  Sunday,  I  collected  all 
the  teachers  in  the  school-house  near  the  chuch  and  gave  them  advice 
as  to  the  proper  method  of  teaching.    I  intend  to  continue  doing  this,. 


ive  an  opportanity.  In  theae  meetings  advice  and  counsel 
which  cannot  easily  be  given  elsewhere. 

)le  think  it  an  easy  thing  to  inspect  a  school.  Of  course  it 
le  had  only  to  examine  slightly  the  actual  knowledge  of  the 
hen  one  has  to  ascertain  the  progress  made  within  a  given 
ther  matter,  for  the  inspector  in  order  to  do  justice  to  all, 
iccount  of  the  lime,  the  situation  and  circumstances  in  which 

placed,  in  order  to  form  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  progress 
It  may  be  stated,  for  instance,  that  a  child  has  attended 

consecutive  years,  while  during  that  period  he  has  really 
for  two  years  as  ascertained  by  reference  to  th 
jach  week. 

erson  may  say  that  his  child  seldom  misses  sch 
.  whereas  the  real  fact  is  that  the  child  is-absei 
's  a  week ;  how  can  he  make  any  progress  ? 
f  that  child  does  not  get  on  as  well  as  another 
studies  diligently  ?  Another  may  also  say  :  "  Mi 
>ol  and  still  he  loses  no  time."  But  this  child  mi 
irents,  an  idler  in  fact,  who  never  listens.  Is  it 
ehiud  the  other  pupils?  To  ascertain  the  rea 
lerefore  not  always  an  easy  matter. 

■oborate  what  my  colleagues,  Messrs.  Carrier 
last  report,  with  respect  to  the  changing  of  t 
ice  of  a  young  teacher  who  is  just  beginning 
3tify  her  dismissal  even  if  the  progress  made 
try  ;  the  less  teachers  are  changed,  the  better. 

lut  says  in  his  report  that  the  candidates  who 
rds  pass  their  examination  to  show  not  only  whi 
.ey  know  how  to  teach  it. 

e  been  a  member  of  one  of  these  boards  for  thir 
w   it  is  possible  to  judge  of  the  candidate's 
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The  candidates  are  questioned  on  the  pedagogics  which  they  have 
studied,  and  they  give  good  answers.  But  it  is  quite  another  thing  to 
^ascertain  whether  they  know  how  to  put  into  practice  the  various  methods 
they  have  learnt,  with  discernment  and  a  full  knowledge  of  what  they  are 
<ioing.  "  A  teacher  who  does  not  devote  himself  entirely  to  his  pupils,  can 
never  be  a  good  master." 

This  last  spring  I  was  obliged  to  order  the  dismissal  of  a  teacher  whose 
knowledge  was  very  good,  but  who  had  no  idea  of  imparting  it,  and  yet 
she  had  studied  pedagogics. 

Mr.  Carrier  suggests  great  severity  in  the  examinations  for  diplomas, 
on  account  of  the  competition  of  certain  incapable  teachers  against  the 
good  ones. 

But  would  this  prevent  competition  ?  Assuredly  not.  I  have  seen 
teachers  trained  in  the  normal  school  competing  with  others  who  had  also 
been  there.  As  I  reproached  one  of  them  with  this,  she  admitted  that  she 
Jhad  done  it  against  her  will  and  because  her  parents  had  compelled  her  to 
it    This  is  very  painful. 

Mr.  Bratdt  gives  excellent  advice,  amongst  other  things  that  of  letting, 
-the  pupils  out  about  the  middle  of  the  morning  and  of  the  afternoon  class. 
During  these  five  minutes  recess,  the  room  might  be  aired ;  the  pupils 
breathing  a  pure  and  invigorating  air  would  be  better  disposed  to  resume  . 
iheir  work,  without  fatigue  or  discomfort. 

The  teacher  would  also  benefit  by  it  and  her  only  trouble  would  be 
to  reestablish  order  while  the  noisier  pupils  returned  to  their  places. 

"With  reference  to  the  frequent  absences  of  children  from  school,  I 
may  say  that  they  could  be  more  regular  in  their  attendance  if  all  the 
teachers  knew  how  to  make  the  children  love  them  and  take  an  interest  in 
what  they  learn ;  for  I  notice  that  the  best  attended  schools  are  those  in 
-which  the  teacher  knows  how  to  make  her  lessons  interesting. 

I  have  heard  the  mother  of  the  family  with  whom  I  boarded,  say :  "  I 
c[ont  know  how  the  teacher  manages,  or  what  she  does,  but  the  children 
would  like  to  be  always  at  school.'' 


"That  is  very  easily  fomid  out,"  I  said,  "  for  Mies  B,  knows  howjto- 
"  interest  her  pupils  and  make  herself  liked ;  she  anderstands  her  misfiion." 
If  all  the  teachers  could  make  their  teaching  more  interesting,  the  pupils 
would  attend  school  more  regnlarly,  I  am  convinced  ;  if  I  may  jndge  by 
myself,  I  might  prolong  my  inspection  until  nightfall,  if  I  could  believe- 
the  children  ;  when  they  see  me  about  to  go  they  ask  me  to  remain  longer,. 
and  why  1  because  I  interest  them ;  they  like  to  know  and  to  learn,  and 
consequently,  they  listen  attentively  to  what  I  say.  They  are  quite  aston- 
ished to  find  how  easily  they  understand  things  which  before  they  found 
thought  incomprehensible.  But  one  must  speak  so  as  to  be  understood,, 
and  speak  to  the  intellect  and  the  heart  of  the  child. 

I  noticed  with  pleasure  that  the  School  Commissioaers  have  had  the 
good  sense  not  to  make  the  teachers  repay  the  amount  kept  ofi  their  salaries- 
for  the  pension  fund  established  by  your  department. 

The  teachers  have  to  lament  this  year  the  death  of  two  of  the  oldest 
members  of  their  body;  Mr  Jean-Marie  Annet  and  Mr.  Fran^ois-Xavier 
^  G-ilbert.  The  first  had  taught  for  64  years  (30  in  France  and  84  in  this 
province)  ;  the  second  for  forty  years.  Without  doubt  these  old  veterans- 
have  received  the  reward  promised  to  those  who  labor  in  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  schools,  alt] 
leaving  much  to  be  desired,  are  generally  well  managed,  and  all  the  tei 
display  zeal  and  devotedness. 

I  r^ret  that  some  of  the  teachers  have  not  yet  received  the  last 
on  Public  Instruction  ;  this  is  all  the  more  to  be  regretted  that,  like  i 
others,  it  is  very  interesting,  and  contains  information  which  woi 
beneficial  to  the  teachers  and  their  pupils. 

I  have  the  honor^  tc, 

E.  JUNEAU, 
School  Impti 
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MR.  L^  MARCHR 

[IVanslation.] 

St.  John,  12th  September,  1882.. 

/SlR, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  school  year  1881-82. 

The  schools  in  this  district  are  attended,  this  year,  by  6,728  pupils;, 
being  440  less  than  in  the  year  1    0-81.     The  average  attendance  which 
last  year  was  72  per  cent,  is,  this  year,  75,  and  as  attendance  has  been  more 
regnlar,  greater  progress  has  in  consequence  been  made. 

Although  the  pupils  are  constantly  changing,  and  the  more  advanced 
leave  the  schools,  I  may  say  that  the  level  is  gradually  being  raised  and 
the  aggregate  amount  of  knowledge  is  gradually  increasing. 

Thus,  notwithstanding  the  falling  off  in  numbers,  of  which  I  have 
first  spoken,  there  is  an  increase  of  41  pupils  in  book-keeping,  54  in  geo- 
graphy, 79  in  history,  811  io  agriculture  and  880  in  drawing.  The  great 
increase  in  the  number  learning  the  last  named  branch,  is  due  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  manuals  which  I  have  introduced  into  the  schools.  In  sev- 
eral municipalities  the  commissioners  have  completed  the  necessary  organ- 
ization for  the  teaching  of  drawing,  by  giving  manuals  to  the  schools  which 
'  I  was  unable  to  supply.  In  other  municipalities  the  commissioners  are 
rather  undecided,  but  I  find  only  one  Board  which  reluses  to  have  drawing 
taught,  taking  advantage  of  Section  t>5  of  Chap.  XV  of  the  O.S.L.C.,  to  avoid 
adopting  the  entire  curriculum  prescribed  by  the  Catholic  Committee. 

Teaching  is  now  more  practical  than  formerly.  Not  only  do  pupils 
learn  to  cypher,  but  also  to  understand  the  object  of  the  rules  and  apply 
them  to  the  business  of  every  day  life.  The  same  may  be  said  of  grammar ;  not 
only  does  the  pupil  learn  orthography,  that  is,  to  write  according  to  the  rules, 
but  he  also  accustoms  himself  to  speak  correctly.  He  learns  to  speak  at 
home  and  improves  his  language  at  school  by  reading.     As  Mr.  fiordeux 


.^ 


\ 


ig  to  read  is  the  best  method  of  learning  to  speak,"  I  might 
ly  when  the  reading  is  followed  by  parsing." 

Mary  that  the  pupil  should  be  made  to  understand  every- 
ia,  everything  which  happens  about  him,  and  ererything 
illect  conceives.  For  this  purpose  he  should  be  made  to  parse 
B,  SO  that  when  he  has  to  write  he  may  do  so  grammatically- 

0  has  to  repeat  the  substance  of  his  lesson  or  to  repeat  to  his 
sorrects  him  when  he  makes  a  mistake,  what  he  has  heard  or 
)bserved,  on  any  practical  or  useful  subject,  will  become 
the  usual  terms  and  correct  language,  and  thus  p 

ideas. 

y  that  the  teaching  of  composition  is  still  neglecl 
:  the  pupil  should  know  orthography  to  a  very  j 
rn  composition,  for  both  can  be  learnt  togethei 
probably  be  full  of  mistakes,  but  they  will  diss 
mproves  ;    he  will  little  by  little  become  accns 

1  with  facility  and  precision. 

I  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  school  housi 
ihave  made  great  sacrifices  with  this  end  in  v: 
1  but  continue  and  become  general,  we  shall  soon 
will  be  quite  suitable  and  comfortable.  The  co 
ry  willing  in  this  respect. 

re  gradually  being  raised,  and  the  ^teachers  an 
No  complaints  have  been  made.     This  is  ered: 
gurers  who  collect  the  taxes  punctually  and  wht 
well  kept. 

alletins  which  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  durin 
contain  all  the  necessary  information  abtiut  each 
0  repeat  it. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

Z.  0.  H.  LAMAKCHE. 
School 


MR.  LEFEBVRB. 

[Translation.] 

Three  Rivebs,  7th  September,  1882. 
SlB, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  public  instruc- 
tion in  my  district  for  the  school  year  1881-82. 

The  number  of  educational  establishments  of  all  kinds  in  my  district 
is  123,  or  3  more  than  last  year. 

The  number  of  pupils  entered  on  the  rolls  was  6,306  ia  1881,  and 
6,666  this  year,  an  increase  of  360. 

The  average  attendance  was  3,911  in  1881,  4,179  in  1882,  an  increase 
of  268. 

The  number  of  pupils  reading  fluently  in  1881  was  4,675;  in  1882, 
4,095 ;  increase,  220. 

105  in  1881 ;  6,140  in  1882  ;  increase  2,035. 
!,  2,482,  in  1881 ;  2,884  in  1882  ;  increase  402. 

to  mental  arithmetic  I  have  entered  in  my  grand  statis- 
he  same  numbers  as  in  arithmetic,  as  being  the  nunr- 
itudy  this  branch  in  the  most  rational  manner,  but,  pro- 
the  pupils  who  attend  schools  are  taught  it ;  so  that  we 
lils  learn  mental  arithmetic, 
ng,  589  in  1881;  792  in  1882;  increase  263. 
immar,  1,948  in  1881 ;  2,067  in  1882  ;  increase  119. 

L55  pupils  learnt  English  grammar,  this  year  there  are 
■  104. 

,  1,077  in  1881  ;  1,224  in  1882  ;  increase  147. 

94  in  1881 ;  1,680  in  1882  ;  increase  186. 


indnatrial  drawing,  1,705  in  1881 ;  2,107  in  1882 ;  increase 


ler  of  pupils  learning  the  manaaljof  agricultare  as  well  as 
ches  of  the  official  curriculum,  has  increased  in  abont  the 


)py    to  slate   that   the    various  subjects  are     taught    in  a 
at  manner,  thanks  to  our    constant    war  against  routine, 
ts  made  by   the   teachers   to  develop  the  mi 
pting  a  better  method    of  teaching,  and  out; 

in  my  district  fire  academies,  four  for  boys 


imy  of  the  Reverend  Brothers  of  the  Sacred  E 
ade  is  under  our  control,  as  is  also  the  girls' 
Ladies  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  at  Ohamplain. 

other  schools  are  independent  superior  schools 
>f  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  at  Deschambeault ;  ai 

the  congregation  at  Ste.  Anue  de  LaPerade,  a 
ars  de  L'Assomption,  at  St.  Maurice. 

,he'  two  which  are  under  our  control,  besides 
which  the  good  Sisters  always  cordially  inin 

speak  too  highly  of  the  education  given  in 
judge  the  worth  of  some  of  them  by  the  etat 
ven  me,    and   the    others   from   my   ezamiuai 


them  may  be  considered  as  Normal  Schools, 
t  Deschambeault  and  Ghamplain.  They  have 
teachers,  who  teach  very  successfully  in  my  i 

nt  at  St.  Maurice,  aHhough  quite  new.  is  doi 
he  cause  of  education.      As  to  the  Brothers  o 
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Heart,  at  Ste.  Anne  de  LaP^rade,  they  are  only  waiting  for  the  rate-payers 
to  give  them  a  suitable  building  for  themselves  and  their  classes,  to  be 
as  nsefal  as  they  can  and  are  anxious  to  be. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  give  the  names  of  the  lay  teachers  in  my  dis- 
trict, who  meet  with  the  most  success. 

I  have  11  model  schools,  three  for  boys,  one  for  girls,  and  7  are  mixed 
model  schools.  Five  of  these  are  taught  by  male  and  six  by  female 
teachers. 

The  most  successful  are :  Mr.  Alfred  Dostaler,  at  St.  Stanislas ;  Mr. 
Camille  Dostaler,  village  of  Ohamplain ;  Miss  Bose  Descormiers,  Ste.  Q-Sn- 
«evieve  de  Batiscan ;  Miss  Virginie  Douville,  Portneuf ;  and  Miss  Ernestine 
Deschenes,  Batiscan. 

The  primary  schools  are  107  in  number ;  2  are  taught  by  male  and  106 
by  female  teachers. 

The  most  successful  are  :  Mrs.  Philomene  Thibodeau  and  Miss  Asilda 
Gosselin,  St.  Alban  ;  Miss  Adeline  Pouliotte,  St.  XJbalde  ;  Mrs.  Marie  BeaU' 
pr6  and  Miss  Bosa  Anna  Bordeleau,  St.  Tite ;  Miss  Sophie  Trudel,  St.  The* 
cle;  Mr.  J.  C.  I^aguerre,  Miss  Philomene  Tessier,  Miss  Venerance  Tessier, 
Ste.  Anne  LaP6rade ;  Mrs.  Exilda  St.  Arnault,  St.  Stanislas ;  Miss  Albine 
Brassard,  Mont-Oarmel ;  Mrs.  Marie  Louise  Leblanc,  St.  Luc ;  Miss  Marie 
Louise  Lanouette,  Batiscan  ;  Miss  Marie  Cloutier,  St.  Genevieve  de  Batiscan  ; 
Miss  Greorgina  Descdteaux,  St.  Flore  ;  Misses  Lumina  Provencher,  Jos6phine 
Laneuville  and  Philomene  Levasseur,  St.  Maurice ;  Misses  Clara  Lefebvre 
and  Greorgina  Cloutier,  St.  Prosper  ;  Miss  Anna  Nault,  Deschambault ;  Miss 
Elise  Denis,  Gap  Sant6 :  Mrs.  Adelphine  Hould,  Gap  de  la  Magdeline,  and 
Miss  Edwidge  Ouellet,  St.  Gasimir. 

These  24  primary  schools  are  good,  several  might  even  be  called  model 
^hools. 

Of  the  83  remaining,  75  may  be  considered  fair  and  8  as  bad. 

Some  of  the  teachers  of  the  latter  have  been  discharged  and  the  others 
who  gave  hopes  of  doing  better  were  given  another  trial. 


Knowing  the  teachers'  position  as  I  do,  the  little  encoura^ 
generally  get,  either  from  the  parents  who  take  no  pains  to 
children  attend  school  regularly,  or  to  provide  them  with  what  I 
or  from  the  school  commissioners,  who  do  not  pay  them  enough 
surprised  to  see  them  succeed  so  well  nnder  such  trying  circnr 

There  are  119  female  teachers  in  my  district;  only  2  get 
13  get  from  1100  to  S200.  and  104  get  less  than  $100.  To  pro 
with  clothing  and  board  on  a  salary  of  lees  than  $100,  especial! 
necessaries  of  life  are  as  dear  as  at  present,  seems  to  be  rathei 
problem  to  solve.  I  am  convinced  that  the  teachers  who  do  sol 
only  by  fasting  and  privations,  and  not  by  any  knowledge  o 
tics. 

At  my  last  inspection  I  met  the  school  commissioners  in  ei 
pality ;  or  if  not  all,  at  least  the  majority  of  them.  I  explai] 
your  circular  of  the  15th  November  last,  that  is  to  say  the  part 
cems  them,  and  as  in  the  past  I  requested  them  to  accompany  n 
spection  of  the  schools  under  their  control.  Several  made  it  th 
do  so,  and  favorably  received  the  suggestions  I  made  to  them  w 
to  their  schools.  , 

The  car^  were  also  respectfully  invited  to  attend  the  ez 
several  kindly  accepted  my  invitation,  while  others,  owing  to  tl 
erons  occupations,  and  being  satisfied,  they  said,  with  the  way  ' 
did  things,  did  not  think  proper  to  disturb  themselves. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  I  distributed  a  good  man 
prizes,  to  the  most  deserving  pupils,  chiefly  for  regular  attei 
application  ;  the  list  of  )>rizes  distributed  in  each  municipality  i 
you  with  this  report.  I  also  distributed  in  the  principal  schools 
uals,  charts  and  books  for  linear  drawing,  which  the  Departmei 
for  that  purpose.  I  would  like  to  have  more  to  distribute,  esj 
first  book  and  the  charts  accompaning  it 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  teaching  of  drawing  i 
-'more  general    in    the   schools  under    my  control,    because   b 


I  have  succeeded  in  removing  almost  all  opposition  to  its  be- 
I      coming  taught. 

have  the  honor,  &c., 

DAVID  LBFEBVRE..    " 

School  Inspeitor. 


MK.  LfiVflQUB. 
[  TraHslation\ 

RoxTON  Falls,  17th  August,  1882. 

to  send  you  my  annual'  report  of  primary  instruction 
1  as  the  grand  statistical  table  for  1881-82. 

hsure  that  the  number  oi  pupils  who  attended  school 
crease  of  610 ;  the  average  attendance  7,570,  that  is 
ar  or  any  previous  year. 

conraging  words  adressed  by  the  iiiris  to  the  children 
the  schools  in  their  respective  parishes,  the  system ' 
I  recommend  everywhere,  and  which  is  followed  by 
de  rewards  given  by  the  inspector  to  the  most  assi- 
jtly  contribute  to  secure  more  regular  attendance  at 

y  the  statistical  table  that  a  greater  number  of  pupik 
ious  subjects  of  the  curriculum.  Thus  there  is  an 
107,  in  arithmetic  252,  in  book-keeping  136,  in  English 
:h  grammar  164,  in  composition  133,  in  drawing  64, 
instrumental  music  41.  This  very  fine  result  is  due 
n  of  the  schols  and  more  intelligent  classification  of 


,1 

B  it  my  duty  to  specially  call  the  attentii 
ts,  which  are  essential  to  the  proper  woi 

not  succeed  ;  some '  failed  o'vring  to  |^ 
ige,  the  others  were  unable  to  resist  th( 
ho  do  not  understand  that  all  children  1 
,  consequently,  insisted  upon  seeing  in  t 
r  girl  who  should,  properly  speaking,  ! 

These  are  obstacles  which  good  teacher 
with  time  and  patiende. 

tter  since  two  years,  thanks  to  the  copy-l 
many  of  the  schools.  In  accordance  w 
ded  the  new  series  of  copy-books  prepa: 
■  to  secure  their  being  more  rapidly  in  trod 
I  place  to  be  good  enough  to  procure  thi 
possible. 

in  certain  schools  is  still  taught  in  a  t 
overcrowding  the  memoiy  of  the  childt 
:y  do  not  understand  the  first  word,  and 
^nd  to  explain,  there  are,  on  the  other  hi 
ery  perceptible  progress  is  made.  I  notii 
sis  that  the  teachers  contented  themsel 
arn  short  and  simple  definitions  and  8h< 
by  means  of  some  sentences  written  o 


a  littlt!  better  taught ;  the  many  rema 
(trict  in  reference  to  this  important  bran 
t  in  a  more  practical  manner,  and  I  see  1 

with    with  having  the  problems  in 
ive  others  (.onnected  with  the  transact 
ly  one  of  the  best  means  to  accustom  a  ct 

of  geography  is  unsatisfactory  ;  too  littl 
laufida.     In  a  great  many  schools  where 


liar  with  the  get^aphy  of  Europe,  they  know  but  little  of  the  geography  of 
the  DominloD. 

Drawing  and  agriculture  meet  with  less  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
parents.  I  am  happy  to  notice  this,  for  the  study  of  these  two  branches 
cannot  but  be  beneficial  to  mechanics  and  to  farmers. 

Most  of  the  model  schools  are  well  kept ;  only  two  were  unfortunate 
enough  to  be  under  bad  management,  but  the  local  authorities  have  ob- 
tained competent  teachers  for  the  year  1882-83.  One  of  them  is  an  old 
pnpil  of  the  Normal  School. 

The  establishments  of  superior  education,  which  are  three  in  number, 
and  under  the  management  of  nuns,  turn  out  distinguished  pupils,  and  the 
teaching  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  constantly  increasing  number  of  pupils  attending  the  college  of 
St.  Christophe,  under  the  management  of  the  Brothers  of  the  iSacred  Heart, 
*peaks  highly  in  its  favor.  Th^s  institution,  in  which  the  children  receive 
an  industrial  and  commercial  education,  is  doing  a  great  deal  of  good  in  this 
section  of  the  province. 

ipality  has  been  formed  of  portions  detached  from  the 
ier  and  Tingwick,  and  is  called  St.  Kemi  de  Tingwick. 
>f  municipalities  is  28,  17  in  the  county  of  Arthabaska 
ty  of  Drummond. 

-houses  have  been  built  on  plans  which  were  submitted 
vrell  built,  of  fine  appearance,  well  situated  and  lighted, 
iatioos  with  the  exception  of  No.  2,  in  North  Chester, 
are  not  as  comfortable  as  they  should  be,  owing  to  the 
:lass-room.  A  fine  building  is  in  course  of  erection  at 
•  a  convent,  which,  I  am  told,  is  to  be  managed  by  the 

>tiOH. 

School  Commissioners  are  very  willing ;  they  understand 
aving  a  good  school-house,  well  furnished,  and  they  act 
it  unfortunately  there  are  some  who  pay  but  little  heed 


ter ;  I  have  mentioned  them  in  the  bulletins  which  I  sent  yon 
I  year.  The  department  has  called  their  attention  to  these  facts 
jonvinced  that,  daring  the  holidays  they  will  carry  out  the  pro- 
made  me. 

nances  are  everywhere  well  administered  by  the  Secretary- Trea- 
year  ago  I  had,  to  my  great  r^ret,  to  point  oat  Bome  localities 
collectiou  of  the  taxes  proceeded  very  slowly.    To-day  I  muet 

lere  is  an  improvement.     Every  where  the  teachers  told  me  they    . 

led  with  the  way  in  which  they  were  paid.     If  theii 

'  have  at  any  rate  the  advantage  of  getting  it  as  soon  at 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


LS.  N.  LEVESQUE 
School  Insj 


MR.  LUCIER. 
( Iram/ation.) 


Maria,  5th  July 


)  the  honor  to  forward  my  annual  report  upon  th< 
the  county  of  Bonaventure  for  the  school  year  ending  ; 
le  same  time  I  send  yon  my  grand  statistical  table  for 


lappy  to  state  that  my  schools  have  continned  to  progrf 
.otwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  was  a  great^deal  oi 
le  children  in  many  parts  of  the  district. 

wn  by  my  grand  statistical  table,  the  total  number  of  t 
attended  the,  schools  during  the  year  is  2,090  against 


'»^ 


year,  being  an  increase  of  27.     The  average  attendance  has  increased  in  '''^ 

the  same  proportion.     There  is  a  sttU  greater  increase  in  the  number  of  ^ 

children  who  have  studied  the  most  oseful  branches  mentioned  In  your  \ 

«ircalars.     Thus  there  are  this  year  240  more  pnpila  in  writing  than  last  i^ 

year  ;  266  in  arithmetic  ;  291  in  mental  arithmetic  ;  13  in  book-keeping ;  35  ^ 

in  grammar  ;  66  in  letter  writing  ;  54  in  geography  ;  44  in  drawing,  and  41  . 

in  agriculture.  ig 

I  lay  great  stress  npon  the  importance  of  these  yarious  branches,  and  "^^ 

1  notice  with  pleasure  that  they  are  more  carefully  taught  in  the  majority  JL 

of  the  schools.     Writing  is  generally  very  good ;  printed  models  are  to  be  * 

found  in  all  our  best  schools.  The  new  series,  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Langlais,  is  used  n 

in  several  municipalities  with  excellent  results.  •  ^ 

1. 

Thanks  to  the  zeal  of  the  School  CommisBioners,  and  the  anxiety  they 
display  in  connection  with  everything  relating  to  education,  the  very  '' 

urchasing  school  supplies  with  the  public  funds,  and 
^atuitonsly  to  the  pupils,  continues  to  work  well  in 
palities  of  this  district. 

7  exceptions,  I  have  inspected  all  the  schools  twice 
d  in  nearly  every  instance  I  was  accompanied  by  the 
the  School  Commissioners.  I  have  noticed  that  t^is 
leficial,  for  it  excites  the  emulation  of  the  pupils,  of  the 
if  the  Commissioners. 

shools  have  been  established  during  tho  year,  making  / 

)f  schools  46,  against  43  last  year.  These  schools  have 
1  rooms,  but  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  before  long  the 
ise  localities  will  be  in  a  position  to  build  school  houses 
ces  of  teachers  holding  diplomas.  A  building  has  already  '  . 

one  of  these  new  districts,  and  the  house  will  be  ready 
f  the  next  school  year. 

house  is  now  being  buiH  in  the  municipality  of  New  .  > 

be  finished  in  a  few  days.  The  municipalities  of  Maria, 
.iel  and  St.  Qodfroi  have  also  had  considerable  repairs 
)1  houses. 


:  are  carefully  and  skilfnlly  tanghtby 
ol,  and  they  yenrly  supply  teachers  t 

said  of  the  convent  of  St.  Joseph  at  Ce 
ren  us  several  able  teachers.  Last  M 
honor  of  getting  a  model  school  diplo 
ination  before  the  Board  of  Examiners  e 


palities  of  the  district  the  secretaries  ) 
!  official  system. 

I  prizes  I  followed  your  instructions  e 
s  always  one  of  the  obstacles  in  the  w 
tlways  gave  a  reward  to  the  papil  who 
,ed  school  most  regularly.  These  pri; 
ly  division. 

sure,  by  your  last  report,  that  our  poo; 
ij  have  all  received  a  small  share  of  tk 
:omraend  you  these  schools,  which  reqi 
cnlarly  recommend  the  municipalities  i 
ind  St.  Alexis.  These  municipalities  ^ 
tary  grant  to  enable  them  to  keep  u] 


remarks  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty 
ntained  in  the  bulletins  I  have  alread; 


lave  the  honor,  &c., 


L.  LUC 

Schi 


•-_v«i 


Sib, 

K  I  beg  leaye  to  submit  my  report,  with  the  usoal  atatietics,  for  the  year 

^   1881-82 

It  will  be  eeen  that  the  immber  of  children  attending  school  in  some- 
.   what  larger  than  last  year  ;  at  the  aame  time  I  regret  to  eay  that  in  several 
mimicipalities,  epidemics  prevailed  daring  the  winter,  and  greatly  impeded 
regular  attendance,  and  in  some  cases  necessitated  the  (.'losing  of  schools. 

Having  sent  in  bulletins  with  detailed  notices  of  the  several  schools, 
it  is  unnecessary  now  to  repeat  the  information  already  supplied, 

I   would  indeed  gladly  report  general  and  satisfactory  progresB,  if  I 
I  "    could,  but  I  am  in  many  cases  unable  to  do  so. 

interest  in  the  schools,  on  the  part  of  trustees  and* 
,ble  in  many  municipalities,  in  which  the  teachers  are 
to  end  of  the  year  without  a  single  visit,  or  a  word  of 
heer  them  in  their  arduous  and,  too  often,  ill-renumerat- 


ir  if  in  some  instances  teachers  become  dispirited,  and 
s  in  a  lifeless  and  perfunctory  manner,  with  little  credit 
ittle  advantage  to  their  pupils  ? 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  a  question  shall  be  added  to 
;  hands  of  inspectors : — "  Has  the  teacher  been  paid  up 
lalf  year  ?  "  For  several  teachers  have  recently  com- 
s  on  the  part  of  Secretary-Treasurers. 

d.  To  underpay  teachers  is  bad  enough  ;  but  to  make 
kve  some  self-respect,  plead  and  beg  for  their  hard-earned 
r  it  has  become  due,  is  nothing  less  than  a  scandalous 


'  should  be  made  to  reafch  trustees 
Teated. 

'erthelesfl,  to  be  able  to  report  the  fol 


1  Beatigouche,  taught  by  Miss  Fairser^ 
he  commisBioners  will  only  keep  this  i 
>  doubt  of  satisfactory  results. 

Duse  of  neat  appearance,  in  Kann. 

ill  taught  in  Shoolbred,  in  which  mnn: 
re  visited  and  teachers  are  paid  with  p 

md  a  new  school-house,  intended  for 
summer  taken  a  few  more  steps  towi 
Snished.  Here  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  tr 
jly  new  system  in  school  affairs. 

lis  as  usual  in  Ooz. 

>ls  in  Hope,  of  which  No  2,  taught  bj 
No.   1  is  not  so  good  as  it  ought 


paUty  two  school  commissions  flouris 
difierent  limits.  The. older,  Hope,  co: 
i,  had  certain  boundary  changes  made 
having  consulted  the  old  commissionei 
f  population,  secured  probably  by  thef 
not  acknowledge  ;  and  so  the  matter  r 
re  advised  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  d 

imising  school  in  Port  Daniel. 

sis  iu  Cape  Cove,  though  much  hindt 

tools  in  Oaspe  Bay  South.  No.  2  ue 
ate.     No.  1,  under  Aliss  Finder,  well 
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proviag.     No.   3,    under   Miss    Da\4s,    better  than  I  have  ever  found  it 
before. 

Accounts  well  kept  generally ;  but  in  a  few  cases  considerable 
arrears,  in  extenuation  of  which,  poverty,  bad  fisheries,  and  emigratipn 
from  the  coast  are  pleaded. 

I  am  unwilling  to  speak  about  myself;  but  it  is  only  fair  to  state 
that  there  is  much  more  difficulty  and  expense  in  visiting  the  widely  scat- 
tered schools  in  my  district,  than  there  would  be  in  the  inspection  of 
thrice  their  number  within  narrower  limits ;  and  this  difficulty  is  increased 
by  tie  uncertain  character  of  the  weather  and  roads  in  winter.  During 
the  year  I  have  travelled  on  inspection  duty  over  seven  hundied  and 
fifty  miles,  by  waggon  and  sleigh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

m 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  GORE  LYSTER,  B.A., 

School  Inspector. 
Gape  Cove,  10  August,  1882. 

Note. — ^This  report  was,  by  inadvertence,  omitted  from  the  French 
version  of  the  Superintendent's  report. 
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MR.  McGEATH. 

Atlmer,  p.  Q.,  9th  Angi 


3  submit,  in  compliance  with  la' 
ng  statistics  relative  to  the  coi 
district  over  which  the  duties  of 


ress  my  pleasure  that  you  fully 
ools  to  which  I  have  referred  in  i 
deserving  teachers  in  those  scht 
direct  from  yourself ;  and  I  am  i 
to  continue  to  merit  your  appr 
3S  even  more  energetically  to  pro 
ipective  limits. 

hich  I  have  been  able  to  comrai 
every  school  have  been  fally  sot 
'  plainly  the  character  of  the  te 
t.  I  have  explained  what  I  have 
perienced  teachers. 

the  school-room  with  its  good  < 
!8  and  appliaaces ;  I  have  show 
1  the  spacious  church  and  the  h 
led  a  school-house,  where  childi 
jvery  week,  five  days  out  of  sev* 
idences  of  indifference  to  educa 

to  true  moral  and  religious  trt 
id  there  we  meet  with  Ulustrati 
n  school-buildings  which  prese 
style  of  construction  and  internal 


le  schools  in  the  townships  of  Clarendon,  and  the  townB- 
flmer  and  Bryson. 

rever,  some  stroctnres  which  are  a  disgrace  to  the  dis- 
press  upon  yon  the  necessity  that  exists  for  adopting 
)ntario,  where  school-honfles  are  condeinned  by  the  pro- 
1  snitable  bnildings  required  to  be  erected.  It  ia  not 
cate  the  constmction  of  expensive  bnildings ;  what  is 
lodions  and  well  ventilated  edifice  in  every  case. 

les  the  rate-payers  have  supplied  themselves  with  ex- 
es by  arranging  to  meet  the  expenditure  in  four  years,. 
>e  unpaid  debt. 

id  specifications  of  school-honses  should  be  gratuitously- , 
ichool  municipality  that  requires  such  facilities.  I  would 
isability  of  supplying  text  books,  copy  and  scribbling 
s  and  chalk,  and  charging  the  same  to  the  Secretary- 
lly  in  the  case  of  schools  in  the  remote  sections  where 
ted  opportunities  of  obtaining  snch  things  at  reasonable 
'6  express  my  regret  that  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
])epo8itory  in  connection  with  the  Educational  Depart- 


jporta  I  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  evils  arising  from  a 
■e  ofteachera. 

engagement  were  extended  and  made  obligatory  for  three 
elve  months,  we  would  have  fewer  novice  (lady)  teachers 
I  the  efficiency  of  education  wonld  be  decidedly  pro- 


lore  urge  the  expediency  of  having,  as  in  Ontario,  three- 
ool  CommiBsioners  in  each  school  municipality.     I  need  ■ 
sons  for  the  change,  which  must  readily  occur  to  any 
ith  the  administration  of  education  in  certain  rural  dis-- 


that,  iu  my  humble  opinion,  i 
)ur  office,  previous  to  the  fc 
it  to  meet  the  wants  of  poor  c 
system. 

than  one  occasion  directed  i 
L  man,  for  whom  no  assistance 
subscribed  to  the  pension  fun 

present  law,  regalating  pens 

Jiat  a  small  portion  of  the  i 
the  GoTernment  to  the  snpi 
me  opinion. 

aress  my  conviction  that  the 
>f  the  common  schools  in  m: 
hope  this  desire  will  becom 

more  easy  in  their  circnms 

Already  we  have  a  few  schi 

itrating  the  energy  and  enlig 

is  not  far  off  when  such  insi 
in  in  this  section  of  the  provii 

he  honor  to  be,  &c., 

BOLTON  MAC 
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MR.  McGregor. 


Huntingdon;  8th  August,  1882. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  you  the  annual  report  on  the  state  oF 
education  in  my  inspection  district  for  the  scholastic  year  1881-82. 

Education. — Although  the  state  of  education  is  not  all  that  could  he 
desired,  the  general  tone  and  proficiency  of  most  of  our  schools  are  very 
encouraging.  The  Montreal  schools  are  admirably  conducted  by  a  zealous 
and  competent  staff  of  teachers  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  Robins, 
who  takes  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  advancement  of  edu- 
cation. The  pupils  of  these  schools  are  graded  according  to  their  attain- 
ments; the  evident  progress  made  in  all  departments,  and  the  order 
and  precision  with  which  all  changM  from  one  class-room  to  another  are 
eflfected,  are  subjects  for  congratulation.  The  Montreal  school  authorities 
in  their  earnest  and  successful  endeavours  to  provide  suitable  accommoda* 
tion  and  thorough  education  for  the  children  are  deserving  of  the  unswerv- 
ing support  of  the  rate-payers.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  city 
schools  is  6,152,  and  the  daily  average  attendance  is  5,544,  or  about  90  per 
cent.  The  preceding  numbers  include  those  attending  the  independent  as 
well  as  the  public  schools. 

9 

Of  the  country  schools  one  or  two  generally  in  each  municipality  excel 
all  the  rest.  Many  circumstances  contribute  to  their  superiority,  such  as 
the  natural  and  acquired  qualifications  of  the  teachers,  the  parents'  appre- 
\  ciation  of  education  leading  them  to  give  practical  force  to  the  teacher's 
injunctions  in  directing  the  studies  of  the  children,  regularity  in  attendance, 
and  suitable  school-houses,  school  furniture  and  appliances.  In  order  to 
bring  the  light  of  these  superior  schools  to  bear  on  those  of  less  note,  we 
held  competitive  examinations  on  the  following  subjects  :  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  dictation,  grammar,  geography,  British  and  Canadian  history, 
and  drawing,  of  all  the  schools  in  each  municipality  in  the  counties  of 
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Jhateaagnay.  The  prize-winners  at  tl 
the  close  of  the  scholastic  year,  for  tl 
scholar  in  the  district,  at  a  written  ei 
tiugfdon,  with  the  following  results  : 


'■ 

Municipality.    ^'^^^- 

ff^UBBOO 

St  Anicet 1        4 

BrilJBh   History, 

Miw.... 

2 

DBiwing,  C.eogn 

Camerou 

BnuUn^o... 

' 

Eeadiug. 

am 

OnnBtown 

5 

Writing. 

W«t»on.. 

Huntingdon  . . . 

' 

Canadini.  HiBtor 

.Arnold.. 

Dundee 

. 

Map  Dra-ing. 

dali 

''™'*-™ 

2 

Kqual  tritli  Miai 
tic. 

^essful  competitors  are  numbered  acco; 
>ject8  in  which  thay  stood  first,  indice 

position  in  some  of  the  sabiticlfe  dea 
aminations  on  the  whole  proved  satisf 
BUtive  to  greater  exertions  on  the  part 
arest  at  heart.  Sacred  History  and  Boc 
ided  to  the  programme  for  these  exa 

In  classifying  the  elementary  schooU 
lies  sanctioned  by  the  Council  of  Fubli 
ader  the  head,  1st  class ;  while  155  n 
head,  2nd  class.  Many  of  the  latter  c 
)r  prescribed  for,  model  schools  even  mi 
styled.  Permit  me  here  to  mention  t 
unated — what  they  really  are — model 


2,  Ormstown.  i  School  District  No. 

,  1,  DeWittville.  |  School  District  No, 

.  1,  St.  Andrews,  i  School  District  No 

,  1,  Lachute.  , 
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Bnt  in  the  case  of  Hnutin^don  and  Lachute,  they  have  excellent  aca- 
demies, and  therefore  are  not  bo  much  in  need  of  model  schools.  ■  j^ 

.      Ai' 
Drawing  and  book-keeping  to  some  extent  are  taaght  in  the  majority 

■of  onr  schools,  bnt  the  teaching  of  agriculture  ie  totally  neglected. 

'The  namber  of  pupils  in  the  country  schools  between  7  and  14  years 
'Of  age  is  4,326,  the  number  enrolled  on  the  school  register  is  4,942,  and  the 
daily  averse  attendance  is  3,049,  or  aboat  61  per  cent.  Thus  it  is  seen 
'that  irregularity  in  attendance  is  one  of  the  principal  hindrauces  to  the 
j^TogresB  of  education  in  the  country. 

There  are  5  model  schools,  2  convents,  2  academies,  2  high  schools,  1 
normal  school  and  22  independent  schools  in  this  inspection  district — all 
.-doing  good  work  in  their  respective  spheres. 

Teachers. — ^The  staff  of  teachers  consists  of  381,  68  males  and  813  fe- 
males.    Of  these,  50  males  (of  whom  7  have  no  diplomas),  and  236  females 
•(of  whom  10  have  no  diplomas)  are  teachers  in  the  schools  under  control ; 
the  rest,  18  males  and  77  females,  are  teaching  in  the  independent  schools. 
Thu  mnio  taaphaTH,  wlthout  diplomas  are  professors  of  special  branches  in 
is,  and  have  University  degrees.    Of  the  female  teachers 
5  are  nuns  in  the  convents  of  St.  Anicet  and  Hemming- 
[bur,  one  is  teaching  an  independent  school,  subsidized, 
lam  No.  II ;  another  in  Harrington  No.  I,  has  a  "  third 
om  Ontario ;  the  third  is  an  assistant  teacher  in  Glren- 
he  fourth  was  teaching  in  school  district  No.  9,  G-ren- 


ot  overpaid  anywhere,  and  the  pittance  they  sometimes 
try  indicates  the  value  which  both  the  Commissioners 
x)n  education.  But  frequently  the  teachers  themselves 
for  accepting  a  situation  with  a  salary  insufficient  to 
lem  decently.  There  are  many  who  never  spend  much 
lalifying  themselves  ready  to  accept  whatever  wages  are 
s  keep  down  the  teachers'  salary  almost  to  the  starvation 
eration  in  the  other  professions  is  gradually  increasing. 


\ 
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ME.  McLOUGHLIN. 


Sir, 


I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in  my  dis- 
trict of  inspection,  for  the  current  year.  This  report  would  have  been  for- 
warded in  June,  were  it  not  for  the  additional  information  which  you  re- 
quire in  regard  to  the  mixed  schools.  This  made  it  necessary  to  withhold 
my  report  until  I  had  completed  my  summer  visits.  I  finished  them  on  the 
seventh  of  this  month,  (September). 

I  have  visited  nearly  all  the  schools  in  this  district  twice  during  the 
year.  Those  that  have  not  been  visited  twice  will  be  accounted  for  on  a 
supplementary  sheet  annexed  to  this  report. 

Last  winter  was  a  particularly  difficult  one  for  travelling,  in  this 
district.  There  was  very  little  good  sleighing,  the  travelling  had  to  be  done 
mostly  in  a  waggon,  and  this  gave  slow  progress  when  the  roads  were 
rough-  and  frozen.  A  good  deal  of  time  was  lost  in  consequence  of  thist 
and  I  was  unable  in  consequence  to  visit  all  the  schools  last  winter.  This 
summer  I  have  visited  all  but  five  or  six  in  St.  Pudentienne,  and  two  in  Mil- 
ton, and  one  in  Boxton  Falls  ;  that  is,  I  have  visited  all  that  were  in  opera- 
tion at  the  time  of  my  visit.  The  Schools  have,  upon  the  whole,  been  doing 
fair  work  and  making  respectable  progress.  Quite  a  number  of  new  school- 
houses  have  been  built,  and  others  improved  during  the  year.  Improved 
desks  and  seats  have  been  introduced  into  a  number  of  school-houses,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Township  of  Stanbridge.  The  most  remarkable  feature  of 
the  year,  however,  as  regards  school  matters,  is  the  improvement  in  teachers' 
.salaries.  Teachers'  wages  have  improved  throughout  the  district,  and  in 
•many  parts  they  receive  one  lourth  more  than  they  did  two  years  ago.  I 
attribute  this  improvement  to  two  causes,  the  general  improvement  in  busi- 
ness and  the  scarcity  of  teachers. 

A  few  years  ago  we  had  in  this  district  many  more  teachers  ttian 
jschools.  ^This  is  no  longer  the  case,  and  the  change  is  largely  due  to  the 
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futhfalness  with  which  our  Board  of  Ezaiaiaers  carry  out  the  law  with 
respect  to  the  granting  of  teachers'  diplomas.  They  require  the  candidates 
to  be  fully  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  will  not  examine  them  even  if  they 
Jack  but  a  few  days  of  the  required  age.  They  are  equally  exacting  upon 
other  points,  and  the  result  is  they  exclude  many  who  would  formerly  have 
been  admitted. 

This  reduces  the  number  of  teachers,  and  as  a  consequence  has  increas- 
ed their  wages.  In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  contained  in  your 
<;ircular  of  the  15th  of  November  last,  I  have  made  a  brief  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  schools  in  this  municipality,  to  the  school  commissioners, 
At  each  visit,  in  a  register  kept  at  the  office.  In  this  way  I  can  point  out 
confidentially  to  the  school  commisaioners,  the  relative  merits  of  the  sev- 
eral teachers  employed  by  them,  and  can  through  their  co-operation  secure 
the  employment  of  the  most  capable  and  deserving,  in  the  best  schools,  and 
secure  the  exclusion  of  those  unfit  for  the  work.  These  registers  furnish  a 
very  convenient  medium  of  communication,  for  giving  hints  to  school  com- 
missioners, on  various  matters  connected  with  the  management  of  the 
schools. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  give  a  short  sketch  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  the  several  municipalities. 

County  of  Shefford. 

Shefford. — This  municipality  has  15  Protestant  elementary  schools  and 
a  model  school.  One  of  the  elementary  schools  has  not  been  in  operation 
during  the  year,  owing  to  the  fewness  of  the  scholars. 

These  schools  have  been  doing  fair  work.  I  should  instance  as  the 
best  Nos.  1,  6,  7,  17  and  24,  of  the  winter  schools,  and  Nos.  4,  5,  7,  12,  13, 
15,  17  and  24,  of  the  summer  schools. 

Teachers  have  not  been  required  to  board  around  (excejit  in  two  or 
three  of  the  poorer  districts)  and  the  change  is  a  manifest  improvement.  I 
have  called  the  attentioft  of  the  school  commissioners  to  the  state  of  the 
school-house  in  No.  22,  which  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition. 
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The  model  school  at  Warden  has  been  well  patronized.  Finances  well 
managed  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  Walter  R.  Lindsay,  Esq. 

Granby  has  11  schools,  all  in  operation  and  well  conducted.  Nearly  all 
ot  thei^e  schools  are  excellent,  and  the  school  commissioners  deserve  great 
credit  for  the  successful  manner  in  which  they  are  managed.  They  have 
long  since  done  away  with  the  custom  of  requiring  the  teachers  to  board 
around,  and  they  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  law  in  all  respects.  The  chief 
drawback  is  the  fewness  of  scholars,  which  makes  it  difficult  to  keep  up 
some  of  the  schools.  As  these  schools  are  very  good,  I  shaU  not  attempt  to 
distinguish  some  as  better  than  others.  I  think  that  one  secret  of  the  suc- 
cess of  these  schools,  is  that  the  school  commissioners  continue  the  same 
teacher,  year  after  year,  in  the  same  school. 

The  finances  are  well  managed  and  books  well  kept  by  Jas.  A.  Tom- 
kins,  Esq.,  Secretaty-Treasurer. 

Granby  Village — This  village  has  an  elementary  school  and  an  academy. 
Both  have  been  well  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  academy  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  John  Mcintosh,  who 
has  now  taught  it  for  seven  or  eight  years.  He  is  assisted  in  the  junior 
department  by  Miss  Alma  Minkler,  a  teacher  possessed  of  ability  and 
experience. 

Finances  well  managed. 

Waterloo  Village. — This  village  enjoys  a  good  system  of  graded  schook. 
It  constitutes  one  district.  There  is  a  primary  school  outside  of  the  higk 
school  building,  and  two  primary  departments  within  the  building ;  ther& 
is  besides,  an  intermediate  and  high  school  department.  Six  teachers  are 
employed,  besides  those  in  the  French  model  school,  which  does  not  come 
under  my  inspection.  The  whole  is  under  one  Board  of  Commissioners.  The 
academy  building  is  the  best  school  building  in  the  district,  except  the 
Ladies'  College  at  Durham.  The  course  of  studv  is  well  graded  and  pupils 
are  advanced  from  one  grade  to  the  next  only  after  passing  the  r< 
examination. 
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The  teachers  are  fairly  paid  and  there  is  an  able  staff  of  teachers.  Mr. 
John  L.  Walton,  a  teacher  of  experience  and  ability,  is  at  the  head  of  the 
institution.  Waterloo  deserves  great  credit  for  its  excellent  schools  which 
are  maintained  at  considerable  expense. 

Secretary's  books  well  kept. 

jSi^.  Alphonse  dissentient  has  one  weak  school,  which  was  not  in  opera- 
tion at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

Milton  dissentient  supports  two  schools.  No.  1  is  fairly  prosperous ; 
No.  2  weak  as  to  numbers,  both  are  doing  fair  work. 

St.  Pudentienne  dissentient. — Here  are  6  schools  ;  5  only  have  been  kept 
up  during  the  year.  No.  8  has  been  idle  ;  cause,  poverty  and  want  of 
•scholars.  Decidedly  the  best  of  these  schools  was  the  one  at  the  Pond^ 
taught  by  Miss  Eva  Bronnittel,  where  both  French  and  English  are  well 
taught. 

Money  matters  honestly  managed. 

JRoxton  Falls  dissentient — Here  is  one  school  which  has  been  kept  up 
during  ten  manths.  The  teacher  was  Miss  Janette  Harper,  a  graduate  of 
McGill  Normal  School.  I  failed  to  visit  this  school.  I  was  on  my  way  to 
visit  it  last  winter,  and  was  within  seven  or  eight  miles,  when  the  snow 
left  the  roads  so  completely  that  I  was  forced  to  return,  and  I  arrived  at 
Roxton  this  summer,  about  the  7th  of  August,  and  found  that  the  school 
had  been  closed  a  few  weeks  before,  not  having  had  a  vacation  between 
the  winter  and  summer  terms  as  the  schools  in  this  district  almost  in  varia- 
bly do.     Finances  in  good  order. 

• 

North  Ely  dissentient. — This  municipality  has  two  schools  which  have 
been  in  operation,  though  No.  1  has  not  kept  full  time  ;  No.  2  does  fair  work 
though  the  pupils  are  mostly  young. 

North  Ely  maintains  4  schools  with  difficulty,  owing  to  the  popula- 
tion being  widely  scattered.     Money  matters  honestly  managed. 

South  Ely  dissentient — ^This  corporation  supports  4  schools.     No.  3  was 
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idle  during  the  winter.     Schools  are  managed  here  with  difficulty.    Books 
roughly  but  honestly  kept. 

North  Stukely  dissentient  has  two  schools.  No.  2  well  taught;  No.  1 
indifferent. 

South  Stukely. — This  municipality  has  5  districts.  No.  3  was  well 
taught  last  winter,  and  No.  2  has  had  a  good  teacher ;  No.  1  has  been  idle 
throughout  the  year ;  the  other  two,  Nos.  4  and  5,  have  been  idle  most  of 
the  time.  Money  matters  fairly  cared  for.  This  municipality  only  needa 
3  schools. 

County  of  Brome. 

Brome.—  This  municipality  has  26  Protestant  Elementary  Schools,  all 
of  them  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year,  and  most  of  them  have- 
done  good  work.  The 'best  of  the  winter  schools  were  those  in  Nos.  1, 
6,  7,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  and  22;  of  the  summer  schools,  the  best  were 
those  in  Nos.   1,  2.  3,  4,  10,  11,  13,  14,  16,  17  and  22.  J 

The  academy  building  has  been  enlarged  and  very  much  improved. 
The  school  has  had'  a  fairly  prosperous  year.  The  instruction  here  ia 
thorough  and  of  a  high  order.  The  Principal,  0.  S.  Jackson,  has  taught 
here  for  seven  years,  and  has  won  for  himself  and  his  school  a  high  reputa* 
tion.  School  matters  in  Brome  are  quite  satisfactory,  except  in  one  respect,  the 
old  practice  of  requiring  the  teachers  to  board  around  still  continues  in  most 
of  the  districts. 

Money  matters  are  highly  satisfactory  ;  the  school  commissioners  have 
a  large  balance  to  their  credit  in  the  Bank,  after  paying  all  the  expenses  of 
the  year.  This  condition  of  things  is  largely  due  to  the  ability  and  dili* 
gence  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  Mr.  John  McFarlane. 

East  Bolton. — This  town  has  13  elementary  schools  which  rank^as- 
Protestant,  of  these  6  were  idle  during  the  winter,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
teachers.  The  winter  schools  were  satisfactory,  except  the  one  in  No.  Sy 
which  was  in  a  discouraging  condition.  The  best  summer  schools  were: 
those  in  Nos.  6,  11,  and  13,  and  3. 
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The  church  school,  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clayton,  is  small  but  is  doing^ 
good  work.     Money  matters  better  than  formerly ;  teachers  paid. 

Weit  Bolton. — There  are  9  Protestant  elementary  schools.  The  win- 
ter schools  that  were  doing  the  best  were  those  in  Nos.  I,  3  and  9 ;  of  the 
summer  schools  Nos.  5,  1,  2,  3  and  6. 

The  summer  school  in  No.  4  was  a  failure ;  teacher  incompetent  and 
useless.  Financial  matters  well  managed  by  the  school  commissioners  and 
H.  C.  Knowlton,  Secretary-Treasurer.  z 

East  Farnham, — This  municipality  maintains  11  elementary  schools; 
only  ten  have  been  kept  up  during  the  year.  This  town  usually  has  a  very 
good  set  of  schools,  and  this  year  they  are  fully  as  good  as  usual.  It 
would  be  unfair  to  distinguish  any  as  much  superior  to  the  others ;  they 
are,  on  the  whole,  quite  satisfactory.  The  weakest  is  the  one  in  No.  3, 
where  it  is  difficult  to  keep  up  a  school,  owing  to  the  small  number  of 
scholars.     Finances  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Potion. — This  town  has  17  Protestant  schools,  with  16  schools  in  opera- 
tion. In  the  course  of  the  year  several  of  them  have  not  been  kept  up  for 
the  full  time,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  teachers. 

Those  best  worthy  of  mAition  of  the  winter  schools  were  those  in  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  11  and  18 ;  ol  the  summer  schools,  Nos.  8,  2,  6,  7,  8  and 
14.  As  I  visited  this  town  at  the  end  of  my  summer  tour,  some  of  the 
schools  were  closed. 

The  model  school  at  Mansonville  was  doing  fairly  at  the  time  of  my 
winter  visit.     Finances  fairly  managed  but  some  arrears  still  due. 

Sutton  supports  17  Protestant  Elementary  schools.  These  have  all  been 
in  operation  within  the  year,  although  No.  9  was  not  kept  open  during  the 
winter,  on  account  of  the  wretched  condition  of  the  school-house,  which 
rendered  it  unfit  for  a  winter  school.  They  are  building  a  new  school- 
homse  this  fall.  * 

I  shall  mention  as  specially  worthy  of  commendation,  of  the  winter 
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schools,  Mos.  6,  8,  14  and  17;  of  the  summer  schools,  Nos.  1,  4,  6,  7,  Sand 
14. 

The  independent  school  at  Abercorn,  taught  by  Mrs.  Cyrus  Thomas,  is 
an  excellent  school,  and  the  pupils  attending  it  are  making  rapid  progress. 

The  Sutton  High  School,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wardrop, 
is  employing  the  services  of  a  first-class  teacher.  This  school  has  been  well 
patronized,  still  there  is  much  to  discourage  the  friends  of  the  school.  The 
place  where  the  school  is  held,  the  upper  part  of  the  Town  Hall,  is  unsuit- 
able; it  is  destitute  of  proper  furniture,  cold  and  uncomfortable.  With  a 
good  academy  building  and  such  a  teacher  as  Mr.  Wardrop,  the  people  o£ 
Sutton  would  possess  one  of  the  first  schools  in  the  district. 

Finances  in  a  very  prosperous  ^condition,  and  ably  managed  by  the 
efficient  Secretary-Treasurer,  E.  A.  Dyer,  Esq. 

County  of  Missisquoi. 

Dunham. — This  town  has  25  Elementary  schools  ;  these  were  mostly 
kept  up  during  the  year,  though  several  were  not  kept  full  time,  for  want 
of  scholars.  Nos  10,  24  and  25  were  idle  for  want  of  scholars,  during  the 
winter,  and  Nos.  7,  8  and  24  this  summer.  The  best  of  the  winter  schools 
were  Nos.  12,  15,  16  and  27 ;  of  the  summei^chools  Nos.  2,  3,  7,  12  and 
27.  The  Missisquoi  High  School,  taught  by  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Fyles,  has  not 
had  as  large  an  attendance  as  usual,  and  has  been  kept  up  at  considerable 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  Principal.  This  school  excels  in  the  teaching  of 
penmanship,  drawing,  natural  history  and  in  religious  instruction. 

The  finances  of  Dunham  are  carefully  managed  and  books  well  kept, 
by  Or,  D.  Baker,  Esq. 

Dunham  Flat-^This  village  has  a  graded  school,  Principal,  Mr.  Fred- 
erick Bamford.  This  school  was  fairly  attended  and  several  branches  well 
taught.     Finances  satisfactory  ;  Secretary-Treasurer,  Rev.  Joshua  Geer. 

Cowansville. — This  village  has  2  district  schools  and  an  Academy.  The 
Academy,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  James  McKay,  has  been  well  attended. 
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The  district  schools  have  been  cramped  for  the  want  of  suitable  rooms.  The 
people  of  CowansTille  are  patting  up  a  building  to  be  used  for  a  graded 
4school,  which  will  b^  opened  some  time  during  the  year.  Books  well  kept 
by  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  Wm.  Stevenson,  Esq. 

St  Damien  supports  11  Protestant  elementary  schools ;  alK  of  these 
were  in  operation.  The  schools  in  this  municipality  are  well  maintained, 
and  are  most  of  them  excellent,  especially  those  in  Nos  1,  2,  4  and  7, 
Several  of  the  school-rooms  in  St.  Damien  are  fitted  up  with  the  improved 
seats  and  the  buildings  are  mostly  in  good  repair.  Books  well  kept  by  Mr. 
O-eorge  Q-ulley,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  Bedford  Academy,  Hobart  BuUer,  Esq,  M.  A.,  Principal,  has  been 
w^ell  patronized  and  doing  excellent  work.  The  Principal  usually  has  able 
assistants,  aifd  was  particularly  fortunate  this  year  in  securing  the  services 
of  Miss  Mary  Abbott,  a  graduate  of  McGrill  Normal  School,  who  unites  rare 
aptitude  in  teaching,  with  excellent  scholarship. 

St.  Ignace  has  5  schools,  all  in  operation  and  fairly  maintained.  New 
and  very  good  school  houses  have  been  built  in  Nos.  2  and  8.  Excepting 
No.  6  the  school-houses  are  in  very  good  condition.  Mr.  G-eo.  Sully  is 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  this  municipality,  as  well  as  of  St.  Damien.  His 
work  is  always  well  done. 

Notre  Dame  des  Anges,  (Dissentient). — Here  is  one  Protestant  school  doing 
but  indifferently.    S.  A.  H.  Hogle,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Frelighsburg  has  nine  elementary  schools ;  all  have  been  open  within 
the  year,  except  perhaps  No.  6.  No.  6  was  i|ile  this  summer.  Last  winter 
I  only  visited  two  schools  in  this  municipality,  as  a  thaw  coming  on  took 
off  what  little  snow  there  was  on  the  roads,  and  obliged  me  to  return  home . 
This  summer  I  visited  all  the  schools  that  were  open.  The  work  done  is 
middling.  The  best  schools  were  those  in  Nos.  4,  5,  7  and  11.  Boo&s  well. 
and  ably  kept  by  E.  E.  Spencer,  Esq.,  M.P.P. 

The  Frelighsburg  Academy,  taught  by  Wm.  F.  Eastwood,  has  done 
good  work. 
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Philipsburg. — This  municipality  has  eigkt  schools  well  maintained.  I 
was  unable  to  get  to  this  municipality  last  winter  owing  to  the  frequent 
changes  from  wheeling  to  sleighing,  and  the  consequent  bad  travelling.  I 
visited  all  this  summer.  These  schools  are  doing  good  work,  and  it  will 
not  be  just  to  particularize  any,  except  perhaps  No.  1,  taught  by  Mr.  Irving 
Struthers,  Model  School  Diploma,  Montreal  Board.  This  was  a  large,  well 
conducted  school.  Mr.  Struthers  is  a  very  well  qualified  and  capable  teacher. 
I  did  not  see  the  Secretary's  books  as  he  was  away  from  home. 

SL  Sebastien  tie  Missisquoi^  dissentient  has  two  schools,  both  weak  and 
poorly  kept  up. 

Clarenceville. — This  municipality  has  eight  schools,  7  only  have  been 
in  operation  during  the  year.  I  visited  most  of  them  this  summer,  all  that 
were  in  operation  at  the  time,  but  was  unable  to  reach  them  last  winter  on 
account  of  the  roads.  The  High  School  was  closed  at  the  time  of  my  sum- 
mer visit.  These  schools  were  well  attended  and  well  taught.  A  new 
Secretary-Treasurer  has  been  appointed.    I  have  not  yet  seen  his  books. 

St .  Thomas  has  6  schools,  2  of  these  were  idle  at  the  time  of  my  visit, 
of  the  remaining  four  all  might  be  classed  as  good.  Finances  honestly 
managed. 

West  Farnham  dissentient — Here  are  three  schools,  Nos.  2  and  3  very 
small  schools ;  No.  1  well  attended  and  all  fairly  well  taught.  Finances 
fairly  well  managed. 

Town  of  Farnham,  dissentient — Here  is  one  Protestant  school,  well  at- 
tended and  fairly  successful.  It  had  a  very  good  teacher  during  the  win- 
ter.    Teacher  well  paid. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  MoLOUaHLIN, 

School  Insjjector 
SwEETSBURO,  September  30th,  1882. 
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To  THE  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Sir, 

I  append  this  report  as  required  by  your  circular,  oi  the  I5th  Novem- 
ber ladt,  stating  the  number  of  visits  I  have  made  to  the  schools,  and  the- 
reason  why  I  have  omitted  to  visit  any  of  them  twice. 

I  would  state  at  the  outset  that  I  have  visited  the  High  Schools  of  the 
district  but  once,  inasmuch  as  they  receive  a  visit  also  from  the  Special  In- 
spector of  High  Schools,  and  I  prefer  to  8i>end  the  time  as  much  as  po8si<^ 
ble  with  the  elementary  schools.  When  I  visit  a  municipality  I  inspect 
all  the  schools  there  in  operation,  generally  some  of  them  are  idle.  I  can- 
not, however,  return  to  these  again  during  the  half  year,  without  neglect- 
ing  other  municipalities.  There  are  are  many  districts,  again,  that  have  a 
summer  term  but  no  winter  term,  and  vice  versa.  I  have  made  324  visits 
during  the  year,  157  in  the  winter  and  167  in  the  summer.  I  have  visited 
all  but  two  or  three  once,  and  most  of  them  twice.  The  Academy  at 
Clarenceville  is  the  only  High  School  that  has  not  been  visited,  eJid  the 
district  school  at  Roxton  Falls  has  not  been  visited ;  the  cause  in  both  cases^ 
the  -want  of  sleighing  and  the  fact  that  they  closed  earlier  than  the  schools 
around  them.  I  believe  I  have  visited  all  the  others  at  least  once,  that 
have  been  kept  full  time. 

Uwing  to  the  very  short  season  of  sleighing  that  we  had  last  winter,, 
in  this  district,  I  did  not  visit  the  schools  of  Frelighsburg,  two  excepted, 
nor  those  of  Clarenceville,  Philipsburg  and  St.  Thomas,  with  the  schools  of 
North  Ely  and  one  in  Roxton  Falls.  This  summer  I  have  visited  all  that 
were  in  operation,  except  7  ;  2  in  Milton  and  5  in  St.  Pudentienne.  These 
were  mostly  closed  by  the  time  I  had  finished  visiting  the  other  towns. 

In  the  following  table  I  give  the  number  of  schools  in  operation- 
during  the  year,  the  number  visited,  the  number  idle  at  the  time  of  my 
visit,  and  the  number  unvisited. 
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WINTER  TERMS. 


J= 


NAME  OF  THE  MUNICIPALITY. 


No. 
8choolB. 


8hefiford 

Waterloo 

Qranby 

^Granby,  (village) 

St.  Alphonse,  (Dissentient) 
Milton,  » 

Roxton-Falls,  « 

^te.  Pudentienne,      " 

North-Ely 

Nortb-Ely,        (Dissentient) 
«onth-Ely,  " 

North-Stukely,  « 

Sonth-Stukely 

Brome 

East^Bolton 

West-Bolton 

.Potton 

Sntton , 

East-Famham , 

West-Famham 

Town  of  Farnham 

Dunham 

Dnnham  Flat 

Cowansville 

St.  Damien , 

St.  Ignace 

Notre  Dame,     (Dissentient) 

Frelighsbnrgh 

Philipsburgh 

St.  S6ba8tien,    (Dissentient) 

GlarenceTille 

St.  Thomas 


16 
3 

11 
2 
1 
2 
1 
5 
4 
1 
4 
2 
6 

26 

12 
9 

17 

19 

10 
3 
1 

22 
1 
3 

13 
5 
I 

10 
8 
2 
8 
6 


233 


Schools 
visited. 


12 
3 
9 
2 
1 
1 


2 
1 
2 
21 
8 
8 

13 

17 

10 

3 

1 

18 

1 

3 

9 


2 


Schools 
idle. 


2 
1 
3 

5 

4 
1 
4 
2 


Schools 
unvidted. 


4 

I 


I 
7 
8 
1 
8 
5 


167 


37 


39 
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SDMMEE  TERMS. 


NAMES  OF  THE  MUNICIPALITY. 


Shefford 

Waterloo 

Gmnby 

Gmnbj,  (villagfe) 

St.  Aiphonne,   (Disnentieiit) 

Milton,  "  

Boxton-FAlls,  "  

Ste.  Pudeotienne,       "  

North-Ely 

NortL-Ely,        (  Dwsentient) 

Sonth-Ely,  "  

North-Stokeley,  

SoQth-Stukely 

Brome 

East-Bolton 

West-Bolton 

Poiton 

Sutton 

EMt-Famham,  (Dissentient) 

West-Faroham  "  

Town  of  Fambam 

Dnnham 

Dimbam  Flat ^ 

CowansYiile 

St.  Damiei 

St  Ignace 

Notrd-Dame  dea  Anges,    (DUsentient) 

FreltKgbbnrprh 

Philipsbnrgh 

8t  S^bastien,   (Dissentient) 

Clarenceyille 

Si  Thomas 


Whole 

No. 
Schools. 


16 
3 

11 
2 
1 
2 
1 
5 
4 
1 
4 
2 
5 

26 

12 
9 

17 

19 

10 
3 
1 

22 
1 
3 

13 
5 
1 

10 
8 
2 
8 
6 


233 


Schools       Schools 


visited. 


12 


11 


3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

18 

10 

9 

8 

14 

10 

2 

1 

20 

•  ■ 

2 

8 

6 

1 

8 

7 

I 

5 

4 


idle. 


4 
3 


1 
3 
8 
2 

9 
5 


2 
1 
1 
5 


2 
1 
1 
3 
2 


Schools 
unyisited. 


2 


167 


69 
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I,  Joseph  A.  McLonghlin,  Inspector  of  Protestant  Schools,  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Bedford,  solemnly  declare  that  I  have  made  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  visits  to  the  schools  of  my  district  during  the  year.  I  did  not 
visit  during  the  winter  the  schools  of  Freli^sburg,  two  excepted,  nor  those 
of  Philipsburg,  St.  Sebastien  dissentient,  C  larence ville  and  St.  Thomas, 
"three  schools  in  Stanbridj^e,  one  in  Notre  Dame  des  Anges,  four  iii  North 
Ely  and  one  in  Boxton  Falls,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  sleighing,  and  bad 
roads ;  and  that  I  have  not  visited  seven  this  summer,  two  in  Milton  and 
five  in  St.  Pudentienne,  as  most  of  these  seven  schools  had  closed  before  I 
had  finished  visiting  the  other  municipalities,  and  excepting  those  schools 
Above  mentioned,  I  have  visited  twice,  all  the  schools  that  were  in  opera- 
iion  at  the  time  I  visited  the  several  municipalities. 

J.  A.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Inspector  of  Schools. 
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MR.  McMAHON.       / 
[TVanslation. 

■ 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  1881-82,  together  with  my 
grand  statistical  table,  which  in  column  No.  47  gives  the  statistics  of  the 
independent  schools  in  the  city  of  Montreal.  I  cannot  vouch  for  their  cor- 
rectness, for  I  only  get  in  a  very  imperfect  manner  the  necessary  informa- 
tion about  these  schools. 

Several  institutions  which  I  ask  every  year  to  be  good  enough  to  send 
me  their  statistics,  do  not  always  do  so.  I  have  even  been  told  that  as  a 
-certain  institution  sent  its  statistics  every  year  to  the  Department,  there  was 
no  apparent  necessity  for  sending  them  to  the  Inspector  also. 

In  the  eyes  of  a  great  many,  the  Inspector  is  a  very  inferior  officer,  one  of 
doubtful  authority,  for  the  law  does  not,  so  to  say,  give  him  any  of  a  definite 
kind.  With  the  commissioners,  teachers,  rate-payers,  &c.,  his  role  is  limited 
to  giving  advice,  making  suggestions  or  requests,  and  nothing  more.  For 
my  part  I  prefer  this  to  giving  orders.  The  only  drawback  is  that  my  re- 
quests are  sometimes  refused,  either  positively  or  indirectly.  The  result  is 
that  in  making  out  my  table,  if  I  have  not  the  statistics  for  the  current 
year,  I  must  have  tecourse  to  those  of  the  previous  one.  That  is  what  I 
had  to  do  for  several  institutions  which  did  not  comply  with  my  request, 
430  that  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  their  statistics  in  the  column 
of  the  grand  table  which  relates  to  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  it  a  crime  , 
for  any  one  who  refuses  me.  I  know  they  are  not  obliged  to  do  so ;  but 
their  refusal  only  enables  me  the  better  to  appreciate  the  politeness  and 
delicate  attention  oi  the  Beverend  Superiors  of  the  greater  convents,  of  the 
Christian  Brothers,  and  the  Principal  of  the  Jacques  Cartier  Normal 
School,  who  yearly  do  what  I  ask  of  them. 

As  the  curriculum  of  the  subjects  taught  in  many  schools  for  young 
children,  and  even  in  the  classical  colleges,  differs  more  or  less  from  that  in 
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the  Inspector's  grand  table,  I  can  understand  that,  as  these  institutions  send 
you  every  year  their  own  report,  they  do  not  like  to  send  a  different  one  to 
the  Inspector. 

I  therefore  beg  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  excuse  me  from  giv- 
ing in  every  statistical  table,  the  details  of  the  subjects  taught  in  the  in- 
dependent schools,  for  I  cannot  get  them  all  correctly, — often  I  cannot  get 
them  at  all — and  to  permit  me  to  give  you  in  a  special  table,  a  correct  return 
of  the  number  of  pupils  who  attend  these  schools.  I  think  I  can  easily 
get  this  information  everywhere,  if  I  have  to  get  no  other  details. 

I  have  carefully  drawn  up  my  grand  table.  You  Will  notice  a  satisfac- 
tory increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  learning  certain^  branches,  such  as 
writing,  grammar,  especially  English  grammar,  parsing,  geography  and 
linear  drawing.  As  agriculture  is  not  taught  in  the  city  schools,  the  num* 
ber  of  pupils  who  study  it  in  the  country  is  only  about  2,000,  a  very 
limited  proportion  for  the  total  number  of  9,000  who  attend'  thfese  schools. 
I  shall  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  do  all  in  my  power  to  make  the  usefal- 
ness  of  this  subject  understood  and  appreciated.  I  hope  even  that  the 
city  classes  will  in  time  come  to  understand  how  useful  and  agreeable  is* 
such  a  study. 

While  on  the  subject  of  city  schools,  I  may  say  that  the  26  schools 
under  the  control  of  the  Catholic  Commissioneri^  were  attended  this  year 
by  6,470  pupils.  In  these  schools  there  are  not  less  than  136  classes,  each 
of  which  is  as  numerous  as  an  ordinary  country  school,  and  in  the  great 
schools  of  the  suburbs  they  are  about  40  such  classes. 

This  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  work  entailed  by  the  inspection  (A 
these  schools.  In  several  of  them  the  Inspector  has  not  always  time  to  ex- 
amine  all  the  classes  in  one  day.  Fortunately,  while  inspecting  the  city 
schools  I  have  almost  always  been  accompanied  by  Mr.  E.  D.  Archam- 
bault,  whose  great  talent  as  an  examiner  I  cannot  too  highly  appreciate. 

Amongst  these  26  schools  there  are  6  primary  ones,  2  of  which  are  not 
what  they  shou'd  be  ;  2  girls*  model  schools,  one  of  which,  that  of  Notre 
Dame  de  Piti6,  I  consider  an  excellent  Normal  School ;  2  mixed  model 
schools,  which  are  very  good ;  9  boys'  academies,  established  in  fine,  larg^ 
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buildings,  belonging  to  the  commissioners.  These  houses  are  in  the  best 
possible  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  St.  Mary's  Academy,  which  is 
too  old,  and  St.  Bridget's  Ackdemy,  which  is  too  old  and  badly  situated. 
Four  girls'  academies  in  fine  and  excellent  buildings,  belonging  to  the 

* 

Reverend  Ladies  of  the  Congregation.  I  should  state  that  last  fall  these 
Eeverend  Ladies  opened  schools  in  two  splendid  new  houses,  built  at  their 
expense,  six  in  the  parish  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  Montreal,  and  the  other 
at  Point  St.  Charles.  The  commissioners  supplied  one  half  of  the  furni- 
ture required  for  the  Point  St.  Charles  school,  and  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  done  the  same  for  that  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  had  the  state  of  their 
finances  permitted.  Finally,  there  are  three  mixed  model  schools,  kept  by 
excellent  teachers  in  very  suitable  buildings. 

During  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  my  inspectorship,  I  was  grieved 
to  see  that  the  teaching  of  French  was  too  much  neglected  in  a  couple  of ' 
schools  where  the  majority  of  the  children  belong*ed  to  English  speaking 
parents.  I  inveighed  very  strongly  against  this,  and  endeavored  to  show 
that  if  it  be  necessary  to  know  English,  it  is  equally  necessary  to  know 
French  in  a  country  like  thip,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  at  present  both  lan- 
guages are  about  equally  taught  in  all  the  classes.  Somebody  told  me, 
jokingly,  on  one  occasion,  that  if  I  continued  to  speak  in  favor  of  French 
being  taught,  I  would  run  the  risk  of  being  stoned  in  a  certain  ward ;  but  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  in  that  very  locality  my  advice  has  been  appreciated  and 
followed. 

I  have  nothing  but  praise  to  give  to  all  the  institutions  in  the  city,  un- 
der control,  with  the  exception  of  a  couple  of  primary  schools.  The' 
teachers  in  all  the  larger  boys'  academies,  and  chiefly  the  Commercial  Aca- 
demy at  the  Plateau,  all,  both  laymen  and  clergymen,  possess  to  a  very 
remarkable  degree,  the  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching,  and  I  may  say 
the  same  of  the  lay  female  teachers  and  those  in  religious  orders. 

In  all  these  institutions  the  teaching  of  the  profane  sciences  is  accom- 
panied by  the  teaching  and  especially  the  most  scrupulous  obserA^ance  of 
religious  duties. 

The  spiritual  management  of  each  school  is  confided  to  the  vigilant 
7 


3me  enlightened  member  of  the  clergy, 
lat  our  youthful  generation  will  continu' 
LO  have  gone  before  them,  and  that  religii 
;ian  \irtues  will  continue,  in  the  future 
?tropolis  of  Canada. 

issary  for  me  to  repeat  what  I  have  ali 
;h  reference  to  the  incalculable  good  dent 
religious  communities  ;  it  still  continues 
very  year. 

ig  these  too  brief  remarks  upon  the  city  b 
hat  the  commissioners  have  this  year  be' 
leir  desire  to  give  easier  access  to  the 
,  for  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  they  h 
to  do  so.  but  I  hope  that,  with  the  he] 
icord   will    soon  give  way  to  that  of  j 


its  are,  as  a  rule,  well  kept  by  tht 
pleased  to  see  that  the  teachers  were 
ire  were  less  arrears  than  in  the  past. 

I  succeed  in  carrying  out  yout  excellei 
,ers  to  purchase  the  school  necessarie 
gratuitously,  it  wonld  be  productive 
I  in  the  schools.  I  would  even  wish 
d  to  do  so,  instead  of  having  it  left  to  th 
at  with  time  the  idea  will  be  fruitful. 

d  only,  in  addition,  prevent,  by  mean 
;rarv  ;ind  too  frequent  change  of  teachers 
reatly  gain  thereby. 


• 


< 


I 


99 


For  all  information  as  to  each  school  in  particular,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
leferring  to  my  bulletins  for  the  past  year. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted, 

S.  F.  McMAHON, 

School  In$^)ector. 
Ste.  Rose,  2nd  August,  1882. 


MR.  O'BRIEN. 


Chicoutimi,  20th  March,  1882. 


Sir, 


In  obedience  to  the  special  instructions  received  from  you  in  the  moqth 
of  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  schools 
in  the  county  of  Saguenay  for  the  year  1880-81. 

Tadoussac. 

I  was  just  preparing  to  pay  an  official  visit  to  No.  1  school,  when  Mr. 
inspector  Boivin  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  performed  the  task.  Shortly 
after  his  departure,  I  repaired  to  the  class  under  Miss  Boucher's  direction 
being  the  school  in  question,  with  one  of  the  local  Commissioners,  and 
ascertained  that  Miss  Boucher  truly  deserved  the  eulogium  bestowed  on 
her  by  Mr.  Boivin. 

Her  excellent  system  of  teaching  is  the  result  of  several  years  expe- 

rience  and  study.    Amongst  the  books  in  use  in  the  class  with  the  more 

•  advanced  pupils,  and  intended  for  reading  aloud,  I  remarked  with  pleasure 

a  small  pamphlet  with  the  following  title  :  ''  Historical  notes  on  the  mission 

of  Ste.  Croix  of  Tadoussac."    It  seems  to  me  a  most  commendable  idea  thus 
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nativee  of  Tadoussac  into  a  familiar  acqaai 
ietory  of  their  birthplace,  bearing  one  of  t 
'  La  Nouvelle-France." 

on  the  beet  authority  that  when  Jacquei 
rawrence,  he  did  not  ascend  beyond  NatasI 
ibrador  coast.  On  the  south  shore,  he  had 
mce,  he  steered  for  the  port  of  St.  Malo,  wher 
of  Septembe,  1534,  afler  an  absence  of  nigh 

'  September,  1535,  the  hardy  mariner,  in  thi 
fp,  stayed  progress  at  the  entrance  of  the  Saj 
!,  aci'ording  to  his  narrative,  he  found  four 
Canada,  engaged  in  catching  seal  and  simi 
ssac  had  evidently  been  frequented  previou 
improbable  that  after  scanning  with  a  sailor's 
rautages  of  the  scene  before  him,  whilst  list 
eriptions  given  by  the  interpreters  of  the  ii 
as  induced  to  apply  the  appellation:  "Kii 
lole  country. 

ispute  that  Tadoussafi  became  from  the  es 
harbor  par  excellence,  and  the  most  intport: 
ar  traders  in  the  New- World,  A  reliable 
tise  on  Navigation,"  says  that,  as  many  as  t 
id  and  the  same  time,  engaged  in  the  traffic 

the  Sr.  de  Roberval,  convinced  by  all  accoi 
^uenay,  was  a  region  worth  visiting,  took  tl 
arty,  composed  of  eight  vessels  and  seven 
c.  But  little  is  known  of  the  expedition  \ 
iA.     According  to  Brother  G.  Sagard,  in  his 

ral  lost  a  boat  manned  by  eight  men "d 

nd  fleuve  des  Montaguais."  'At  the  preseul 
f  the  Saguenay  as  we  ascend  a  few  miles  ab 
the  name  of  "  L'Ame  ,u  la  Barque."  A  \o< 
iety  past,  says  a  large  ship  was  lost  there. 
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^jichor  bearing  the  marks  of  more  than  a  century's  immersion,  and  of  strange 
appearance  altogether,  was  hauled  up  at  '*  L'Ansei  la  Barque."  Who  knows 
but  this  mute  piece  of  iron  is  connected  with  the  sad  tale  of  de  Roberval's 
Irfst  boat  "  with  all  souls  on  board." 

A  circumstance  well  worth  the  student's  attention,  whilst  perusing  the 
History  of  Canada,  between  the  years  1597  and  1603,  is  that  the  arrival  of 
the  future  founder  of  Quebec,  Samuel  de  Champlain,  in  the  country,  is 
chiefly  attributable  to  the  belief  extant  throughout  France  at  the  time,  that 
the  Saguenay  region  was  not  only  rich  in  precious  furs,  but  likewise  in 
'gold,  silver  and  copper  ores.  Indisputable  proof  of  this  assertion  lies  in  the 
chronicles  of  the  divers  expeditions  after  the  St.  de  Roberval's  final  return 
to  France. 

De  Roberval,  on  his  exit  from  confinement  in  the  dungeons  of  Nantes, 
wherein  he  had  been  thrown  by  his  enemies,  solicited  and  obtained  from 
Henry  IV,  in  1597-98,  a  second  commission  or  Letters  Royal^  to  create  new 
establishments  in  Canada.  It  is  far  from  being  certain  that  de  Roberval 
ever  returned  to  the  colony. 

In  1599,  M.  de  Pontgrav6,  a  wealthy  trader  and  shipowner  of  St.  Malo, 
who  had  previously  made  more  than  one  profitable  cruise  to  Tadoussac, 
being  desirous  of  securing  for  himself  the  monopoly  of  the  furrraffic,  in- 
duced one  P.  Chauvin  to  obtain,  through  influential  friends  at  Court,  the 
commission  remitted  by  le  Sr.  de  Roberval.  Chauvin  was  successful  in 
his  demand  and  received  the  coveted  document  bearing  the  royal  seal,  but 
with  the  express  condition  to  found  a  colony  in  "  La  Nouvelle-France,  and 
to  contribute  to  the  propagation  of  the  Catholic  faijh." 

Chauvin  intent  on  profit  alone,  returned  to  Tadoussac  in  1600,  and 
after  realizing  immense  gains  by  his  traffic  with  the  Indians,  during  the 
summer  of  that  year,  weighed  anchor  for  St.  Malo  in  the  fall,  leaving 
sixteen  of  his  men  to  pass  the  winter  season  there  (Tadoussac).  In  the 
prosecution  of  a  third  voyage,  Chauvin  died,  leaving  the  reputation  of  a 

skilful  mariner,  but  beyond  that  nothing  worth  remembering. 

• 

A  gentleman  of  noble  birth  and  superior  attainments  indeed  was  "  le 
Commandeur  de  Chates,"  who  was  presented  with  the  commission  vacated 
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by  Chauvin — enjoying  a  most  enviable  position  in  the  royal  favor,  apart 
from  considerable  personal  wealth  ;  he  succeeded  in  forming  a  powerful 
association  at  Rouen,  with  the  object  of  giving  a  new  impulse  to  coloniza- 
'  tion  in  "  La  Nouvelle-France."  • 

Ships  were  abundantly  equipped,  and  the  Sr.  de  Pontgravfe  intrusted 
with  the  nautical  command  of  the  whole  expedition.  "  Fortunately  for 
*'  Oanada,"  says  Mr.  I'Abbe  Ferland,  *  in  his  History  of  Canada,'  at  this 
"  period  of  our  History,  the  Com.  de  Chates  enlisted  th^  co-operation  of  a 
"  young  gentleman  of  remarkable  ability,  Samuel  de  Champlain,  the  future 
"  founder  of  Quebe<\" 

In  the  early  part  of  the  spring  of  1603,  de  Pontgrav6  and  Champlain 
sailed  for  the  St.  Lawrence,  arrived  safely  in  the  harbor  of  Tadoussac,  and 
left  their  ships  there.  They  continued  their  expedition  in  boats  along  the  shore 
in  a  westerly  direction,  and  it  was  in  the  course  of  this  voyage  that  Cham- 
plain first  remarked  the  promontory  destined  to  be  Quebec. 

In  the  meantime  the  Commandant  de  Chates  died  in  France,  and  the 
choice  of  a  new  guiding  spirit  fell  on  a  most  distinguished  nobleman,. 
Pierre  du  Guast,  Sieur  de  Monts,  who  received  at  the  hinds  of  the  King, 
the  title  of  Lieutenant-G-eneral  **  au  pays  de  la  Cadie  et  autres  con  trees.'' 

From  this  point  until  1608,  the  three  companions,  le  Sr.  de  Monts^ 
Fontgrave  and  Champlain,  acting  in  the  greatest  unity  of  spirit  and  pur* 
pose,  devoted  their  time  and  energies  to  divers  expeditions  and  explora* 
tions,  in  and  outside  the  gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  on  the  coasts  of  New* 
England,  &c. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1608,  the  Sr.  de  Monts  equipped  a  ship  which 
sailed  for  Tadoussac  for  the  traffic  of  furs  :  it  was  under  the  command  of 
de  Pontgrav6.  About  the  same  period,  Champlain,  acting  as  le  St.  de 
Mont's  Lieutenant,  left  Honfleur  on  the  13th  April,  1608,  stopped  at  Tfif- 
doussac,  where  he  transhipped  on  boats  of  light  draft,  the  necessary  work- 
men, implements  of  all  kinds,  provisions,  &;c.,  and  thence  he  went  forth  on 
his  mission  of  founder  of  the  pioneer  city  of  the  New-World. 


The'year  1628  was  destined  to  cast  unexpected  gloom  over  the  inci- 
pient colony  of  Tadoussac  ;  the  brothers  Kirtk,  very  ingloriously  indeed, 
Unded  with  force  and  arms,  took  five  or  six  prisoners,  burnt  a  couple  of 
houses,  &c.,  and  went  their  way  rejoicing. 

In  1640,  Father  Paul  Lejenne.  S.  J.,  inaagurated  at  Tadoussac  that 
splendid  "  Montagnsis  "  mission  brimful  of  faith  and  piety  and  destined  to 
receive  the  crown  of  perfection  as  it  were,  from  the  hands  of  Father  La- 
Brosse.  During  the  long  period  of  142  years  (1640-1782)  the  Jesuit  mis- 
sionaries, to  use  the  expression  of  Father  Biard,  "  went  about  trading  or 
"  traf&cking  souls  for  Heaven." 

The  illustrious  Mgr.  Laval  paid  a  pastoral  visit  to  Tadoussac  in  1668, 
and  conferred  the  sacrament  of  confirmation  ou  several  persons. 


You  are  perhaps  surprised,  Sir,  to  see  me  assume  the  professorship  of 
history,  a  j>ro/>ox  of  the  Tadoussao  primary  school,  and  wander  away  from 

[  the  beaten  path  rather  unceremoniously ;  my  sole  object  was  to  prove  how 
far  Miss  Boucher  was  to  be  commended  for  teaching  such  an  interesting 

I      and  eventful  history  i"  the  locality  itself. 


1  in  Tadoussac  was  established  in  18U4.  The  Revd.  A, 
.0  his  8U[ienoT8  anent  his  mission  of  Tadoussac,  speaks 
the  wish  of  every  family  to  possess  a  school ;  there  is 
now,  but  unfortunately  many  useful  accessories  are 

the  origin  of  the  word  Tadoussac,  many  opinions  have 
gr.  Lafleche  who,  for  many  years,  ministered  amongst 
oussac  in  their  idiom,  is  the  plural  number  of  Totomk — 
In  my  opinion,  the  most  acceptable  origin  is  that 
toerable  Father  Amaud,  Superior  of  the  Oblats  mission 
a  period  ol  25  years,  and  than  whom  no  one  is  better 
le  "  Montagnais "  dialect.     He  asserts  that  Tadoushak, 


ame  given  by  the  Uontagnais  Indians  :  it  means, — ''  Ihe 
:  ix  broken."  It  is  true  indeed  for  Tadonssac,  and  as  F. 
:he  Indians  have  been  the  first  to  find  the  future  winter 
ion.  The  Indians  like  true  children  of  nature  are  in  the 
:  names  suggestive  of  a  special  quality,  descriptive  or 
omethjng  which  attracts  their  attention.  Thus,  having 
;  ice  on  the  S^uenay  River  was  generally  marked  by 
it  Skaganen-ki,  that  is,  the  ice  is  full  of  holes,  it  is  pierced 
le  French  word  :  "  Saguenay." 

ESCOUMAINS. 

Eskomin,  in  the  Montagnais  idiom,  meaning  :  "  there  are 
making  of  those  bright  red  berries  to  be  touud  under  the 

Uiskatohtmin."  Les  Escoumains,  the  great  berry  country, 

to  the  east  of  Tadoussac,  and  derives  some  importance 
ade  and  mills,  and  also  from  its  progressive  agriculture, 
ducation  are  far  from  being  neglected.     The  worthy  curf, 

to  me  in  flattering  terms  of  the  punctuality  of  his  flo«^k 

the  school  rates. 

Saxtt-au-Cochon. 

jn — Mille  Vachex. — Such  are  the  rather  grotes 
tcalities  below  Escoumains  :  the  ancient  name 
.  dialect,  and  had  a  poetic  imagery  about  then 

—In  the  early  period  of  the  colony,  the  No 
)nt  to  chase  the  vione  which  they  called  vof 
led  along  that  coast.  With  the  exi^geratiou 
lers,  the  word  mille  was  soon  found. 

'». — Naturalists  recognize  under  the  name  of  co 
.rcie,  any  "  Sea-hog,"  a  comparatively  small 
hale  species,  to  be  met  with  on  the  Labrador  < 
re  once  seen  iu  notable  quantities  in  the  vicii 
ochon,  heuce  the  name,  derived  from  the  habi^ 
jf  the  water  at  the  approach  of  a  storm. 
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The  establishment  of  Saut-au-Oochon  has  been  founded  by  Messrs. 
Price,  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  Quebec.  They  possess  an  extensive  lumbering  con- 
<»m,  employing  hundreds  of  men.  With  their  wonted  spirit  of  liberality, 
they  have  partly  built  a  chapel  and  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  Roman 
-Catholic  families. 

Miss  Rosanna  Pinaud,  of  the  diocese  of  Rimouski,  teaches  the  primary 
school.  Although  not  provided  with  a  diploma,  she  is  not  devoid  of  compe- 
tency. Her  method  is  good,  and  she  is  very  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 
her  duties.  The  class  is  frequented  by  28  boys  and  29  girls,  aged  from 
5  to  14. 

The  school-house  is  not  roomy  enough  unfortunately  : — the  pupils  are 
not  sufficiently  provided  with  books  and  charts.  I  refer  to  my  bulletin  of 
inspection  for  further  details. 

Bersimis. 

This  settlement  to  which  I  alluded  so  fully  in  my  last  years'  report 
possesses  the  same  school  under  Miss  Rosalie  Thibault.  When^  I  visited 
her  school  in  May,  1880,  she  had  promised  to  obtain  a  diploma  for  a  primary 
class.  This  diploma  she  has  not  secured :  although  she  appears  to  be  compe- 
tent, and  gives  satisfaction. 

There  is  now  a  resident  missionary  at  Bersimis,  the  Revd.  Mr.  Cot^. 
This  gentleman  following  the  example  of  his  confreres  all  over  the  pro- 
vince, takes  a  great  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  add  that  Messrs.  G-irouard  and  Beaudet,  the  founders  of  this  colony, 
are  likewise  well  disposed,  and  give  the  parents  every  opportunity  of  send- 
ing their  children  to  school.  I  refer  to  the  memorandum  of  inspection  for 
other  items  of  information. 

Seven  Islands.  j 

In  the  space  intervening  between  Bersimis  and  the  Seven  Islands, 
i(50  leagues),  the  population  is  scattered,  and  form  but  insignificant  groups, 
hence  the  difficulty  of  establishing  schools. 

At  the  Bay  of  Seven  Islands,  the  class  under  Mr.  Pierre  Belanger's 
direction  was  closed  in  the  autumn  of  1880.     Mr.  Ed.  Vigneault,  a  former 


pnpil  of  ihe  Laval  Kormal  School,  the  same  I  hare  allnded  to  in  my  pre- 
Tious  report,  replaced  him  in  the  winter  of  1881,  at  the  request  of  the 
principal  inhabitants. 

There  was  no  question  of  remuneration  between  them,  and  it  is  cre- 
ditable to  Mr,  Vigneault  to  have  thus  devoted  himself  gratuitously  to 
the  cause  of  popular  instruction.  Several  of  the  residents  of  Seven  Islands 
have,  last  fall,  petitioned  the  Government  for  an  aid  for  their  school,  to  pro- 
vide it  with  books,  etc.  I  hope  they  have  succeeded,  as  they  really  do- 
everything  in  their  power,  despite  their  poverty,  to  see  their  children 
properly  instructed.  Mr.  Yigneault's  presence  amongst  them  is  indeed, 
most  beneticial. 

On  going  east  from  Seven  Islands,  the  first  group  of  population  is  met 
with  at  Moisic  River — the  word  is  generally  spelt  Moisie  in  lieu  of  Moisie, 
which  is  really  the  proper  orthography — Louis  de  Moisic  was  the  name 
of  a  ship  surgeon,  or  navy  surgeon  (chirurgien  de  vaisseau),  who  figured 
as  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  "  Oompagaie  des  Cent.  Associes," 
created  in  the  year  1627,  by  the  celebrated  Cardinal  de  Richelieu.  Accord- 
ing to  Lescarbot  the  name  was  given  as  a  matter  of  courtesy;  to  one  of 
the  principal  marts  for  the  far  trade  the  said  Company  possessed  in 
Canada. 

Moieic. 

There  is  no  Hohool  opened  as  yet  at  Moisic,  but  the  residents  ai 
favorably  disposed  than  last  year.  When  I  passed  they  were  anxioi 
quiring  about  a  teacher  for  a  primary  class. 

With  regard  to  the  increased  population  and  commerce,  the  settl 
respectively  known  as  Sheldrake,  Thunder  River  and  Magpie,  ani 
between  Rivers  Moisic  and  St.  John,  may  be  looked  upon  as  imi 
Ilnfortunately  there  are  no  schools,  to  the  great  distress  of  tlie  resid 
think  it  would  be  an  easy  task  for  your  Department  to  open  schools  i 
localities,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  well  disposed  inhabitants.. 
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River  St.  John: 

When  I  passed  St.  John's  last  year,  I  reported  the  closing  of  the 
school  formerly  held  by  Miss  Lelievre,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  class 
under  Miss  E.  Baudin's  directorship,  there  has  been  no  school  regularly 
organized.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  inhabitants,  they  had  not 
yet  securjed  the  serriccs  of  a  commissioned  teacher.  Mgr.  Chs.  Q-uay, 
Apostolical  Prothonotary,  and  Mgr.  de  Eimouski's  delegate  on  the  North 
coast,  in  the  course  of  last  summer,  when  visiting  St.  John's,  promised 
the  population,  in  a  public  meeting,  to  send  a  teacher  as  soon  as  he  arrived 
in  his  diocese. 

Esquimaux  Point. 

This  chef  lieu  of  the  north  coast  still  continues  to  give  the  good  exam- 
ple of  well  directed  zeal  for  the  cause  of  education.     Two  schools  are  in 
^  fall  operation,  frequented  by  nigh  200  children.     Miss  Langelier  teaches  in 
school  No.  1,  in  the  centre  of  the  village. 

The  Rev.  Cur6,  Mr.  Grillais,  and  the  commissioners,  are  quite  satisfied 
with  her  system  of  teaching,  ais  illustrated  by  the  notable  progress  achieved 
by  the  pupils.  Miss  Langelier  devotes  special  care  and  attention  to  the 
tuition  of  arithmetic  and  mental  calculation ;  it  is  important  to  form  good 
accountants  and  ready  reckoners  in  a  locality  where  a  brisk  trade  is  carried 
on  constantly  with  strangers. 

The  school-house  was  to  be  repaired  in  the  course  of  the  summer  ;  those 
repairs  were  necessary.  The  zealous  and  intelligent  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Mr.  Eusebe  Leblanc.  is  ever  watchful  over  the  necessary  scholastic 
supplies,  and  the  pupils  seemed  to  be  well  provided  according  to  the 
regulations. 

No.  2  school  presents  the  same  favorable  conditions  as  No.  1 .  Miss  A. 
Grarneau  gives  entire  satisfaction  to  all  concerned,  by  her  painstaking  maur 
ner  and  assiduity. 

The  school  dues  are  paid  at  Esquimaux  Point,  wath  a  punctuality 
high^  creditable  to  the  population. 


Natashqdan. 

Miss  J.  Farant,  who  holds  a  diploma  for  model  schools,  was  engaged  in 
August  1880  by  the  commissioners  to  continue  the  school  abandoned  by 
Mr.  Vigneault.  It  being  vacation  time  I  did  not  visit  the  school.  The 
school  was  to  be  re-opened  last  fall,  tinder  another  teacher. 

Anticosti. 

Mr.  F.  Cabot  Is  yet  at  the  head  of  the  school  at  English  Bay.  He  bad 
about  the  same  number  of  pupils,  but  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  there  will  be 
a  remarkable  decrease  next  visit,  owing  to  the  unproductive  fishing  seasons, 
about  20  R.  G.  families  abandoned  English  Bay,  last  fall. 

The  children  have  progressed  since  my  last  visit,  jyid  evidently  Mr. 
Cabot  does  his  best  to  give  them  a  sound  and  practical  instruction.  The 
Rev.  Missionary  Beaumont,  who  has  founded  that  school,  continues  to  take  ' 
an  interest  in  it.  In  order  to  leave  the  parents  with  no  excuse  for  keeping 
their  children  from  school,  he  pays  their  arrears  with  the  commissioners, 
purchases  books  tor  the  more  needy,  all  out  of  his  own  ftinds. 

On  the  south  coast  of  the  Island,  (Anticosti),  there  was  formerly  a 
school  under  one  Miss  Belivean.    Since  the  month  of  March  1880,  thn^'ftss 
has  been  discontinued.    The  residents  are  very  well  disposed,  and 
saiit  in  their  efforts  to  secure  the  services  of  another  teacher. 

As  a  practical  conclusion  of  this  rather  lengthy  report,  I  n 
allowed  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  separating  the  <! 
of  S^uenay  from  the  County  of  Charlevoix,  for  the  purposes  of 
inspection.  I  need  not  point  out  that  the  County  of  Saguenay 
almost  a  province  of  itself.  The  most  beneficial  results  would 
the  nomination  of  a  special  inspector ;  uniformity  in  the  method  of 
ing,  books,  etc.,  the  opening  of  schools  in  new  localities,  and  ali 
duties  generally  performed  at  present  by  Inspectors,  with  many 
peculiar  to  the  country.  It  is  now  an  uncontro  verted  fact  that  tl 
gress  of  education  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  owes  its  impetus  to  the 
of  the  school  inspectors. 
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Death  has  recently  removed  from  the  esteem  of  his  contemporaries,  a 
truly  distinguished  man,  whose  name  since  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
has  been  prominent  before  the  public  throughout  Ontario,  as  the  most 
zealous  and  competent  authority  on  matters  educational,  the  late  Dr.  Eyer- 
son.  In  an  address  delivered  before  a  Teachers'  Convention  in  Toronto,  in 
1879,  he  "said:— 

''  Since  several  years,  I  have  studied  with  an  ever  increasing  interest^ 
"  the  reports  on  public  instruction  of  the  sister  Province  of  Quebec.  It  -is 
"  worthy  of  remark  that  on  entering  his  new  career,  the  very  able  Superin- 
**  tendent,  Hon.  Mr.  Ouimet,  seemed  at  home  at  once  bringing  a  rare  intellect 
"  to  bear  on  the  weak  points  of  the  educational  system.  His  first  care  was  to 
"  collect  in  one  single  Aet,remarkable  for  clearness  and  precision,  the  various 
"  amendments  to  the  school  laws  scattered  here  and  there  through  the 
"  statutes.  The  most  apparently  indifiFerent  details  did  not  escape  his 
"  searching  eye ;  the  system  of  school  inspection  he  studied  and  studied 
''  again. 

"  You  all  remember,  gentlemen,  how  the  echoes  of  the  Quebec 
*•  Legislative  Halls  have  recently  repeated  the  war  cry  of  the  enemy  : 
"*Down  with  the  school  inspection!  In  the  name  of  econ- 
'*  omy,  away  with  the  Inspectors  !  *  But  whilst  the  storm  was  raging 
'*  outside,  and  destruction  seemed  inevitable,  Mr.  Ouimet's  inspired  pen 
**  was  writing  the  last  page  of  a  new  code  for  the  guidance  of  School 
"  Inspectors,  and  the  expansion  of  their  future  labors.  This  code,  gentle- 
'^  men,  will  remain  as  a  model  of  its  kind,  and  for  my  part  I  have  reaped 
''  out  of  its  study  a  rich  harvest  of  new  departures  and  practical  sugges- 
*'  tions. 

"  I  may  say  that  the  Inspectors  of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Province 
*•  of  Quebec,  are  now  grouped  around  the  Superintendent  like  a  well 
"  appointed  staff  of  aides-de-camps,  full  of  confidence  in  a  chief  whose  ex- 
"  perienced  eye  is  ever  scanning  over  larger  horizons  for  their  utility.  When 
*'  summoned  by  duty  they  boldly  enter  the  battle  field,  and  valiantly  they 
**  court  victory,  here  over  the  sophistry  of  false  economists  and  popularity 
**  seekers,  there  over  the  stupid  prejudices  of  routine,  but  behold  them  with 


"  their  banner  always  floating  high  and  triumphant  over  their  head, ' 
"  scribed  with  the  potent  words  '  Religion  and  Science.'  Above  the  • 
"  mor  of  their  foes  they  repeat  with  a  voice  of  increasing  sonority  the  i 
"  of  Longfellow's  hero :  '  Excelsior  !  Excelsior  !  '.  " 
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I  need  not  add  that  Dr.  Eyersou's  eulogium  created  quite  a  senBation 
<  at  the  time,  coming  as  it  did  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
of  the  FroTince  of  Ontario,  on  a  solemn  occasion. 

Since  1879  the  system  of  school  inspection  has  almost  been  matured 
into  perfection,  even  in  the  eyes  of  ita  quondam  opponents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 


PRS.  H.  O'BEIEN 
Disl. 


MR.  PAQUET. 
( Translation) 

Magdalen  Islands. 

Hatre-aux-Maisons,  30th  J 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  1881-82,  t<^tt 
grand  statistical  table. 

Of  the  nine  schools  in  operation  in  1881,  one,  the  dissentif 
the  municipality  of  St.  Pierre  de  I'Etang  du  Nord,  has  not  bee 
the  month  of  September  last. 


anicipality  of  Anbert,  ,the  three  schools,  kept  by  Messrs.  G-ig- 
1  Boachard,  are  very  good-  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
I  municipality  are  not  bettar  provided  with  maps. 

nnicipality  of  St.  Pierre  de  I'Etang  da  Nord,  the  three  schoota 
Usses  Renaold,  Delaney  and  Th^rien  are  inferior  to  the  other 
\  islands ;  this  is  dne  to  the  want  of  books  in  the  three  schMtls. 
'ery  difficult  to  teach  properly  without  the  necessary  books. 
Loners  of  this  municipality  have  not  yet  begun  the  new  system 
eir  books,  but  will  do  so  shortly.  I  communicated  to  them 
Bs  you  were  good  enough  to  give  me  and,  I  found  them  all 


nunicipality  of  Ste.  Madeleine  du  Havre-aux^Maisons,  two 
re  very  good.  A  third  achool-house  is  being  built  and 
ened.  In  this  municipality  the  convent  of  the  Congre. 
fty  young  girls  from  the  various  islands  of  the  group  are 
i  greatest  satisfaction. 


Your  humble  servant, 


DANIEL  PAQUET, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  PILON. 
[Translated.] 

County  of  Two-Mou 
Ste.  Scholastique,  6th  Ji 

Sir, 

In  accordance  witfi  the  orders  contained  in  your  letter  Ni 
bearing  date  the  11th  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you 
you  asked  me  for,  on  the  schools  in  my  late  district  for  the  yeai 

'  I  also  send  the  grand  statistical  table  which  I  hare  made 
same  period,  and  the  inspection  bnlletins  for  the  schools  whic 
daring  the  second  half-year,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  month  o 
1882,  to  the  6th  of  May  last. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  all  this  work  cannot  giv 
idea  of  the  state  of  the  schools,  for  I  was  obliged  to  refer  in  a  gri 
to  the  notes  which  I  had  taken  when  I  made  my  first  inspectii 
I  had  only  visited  HI  schools  for  the  second  time,  when  I  was 
my  dismissal  on  the  6th  of  May  last. 

Educational  Institutions. 

There  are  149  of  all  kinds  in  operation,  namely : 

1  classical  college  at  Ste.  Th^rese  whose  first  buildings  wa: 
ally  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  6th  October  last. 

The  classes  have  since  been  held  in  various  private  and  p 
ings  in  the  villag-e,  and  it  is  probable  that,  next  autumn,  they  v 
in  the  new  college  which  is  now  being  built,  and  which  will  : 
former  one  in  size  and  beauty 

1  Commercial  Collie  at  St.  Jerome,  which  gives  satis&i 
concerned. 


• 
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1  Boys'  Academy  at  St.  Eastache,  which  is  as  well  kept  at  possible. 

7  Girls'  Academies,  all  very  good. 

5  Model  Schools  :  That  of  St.  Joachim  is  remarkably  good ;  those  of 
Terrebonne  and  Ste.  Scholastique  are  excellent ;  those  of  St.  Hermas  and 
Ste.  Anne  are  good. 

112  Primary  Schools  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners.  They 
may  be  classed  as  follows  : 

5  are  remarkably  good ;  they  are  those  of  Bas  de  Ste.  Monique  ;  of  the 
Tillage  and  Petit-Brul^  in  St.  Augustin ;  of  St.  B6mi  in  Ste.  Scholastique, 
and  Bas  de  la  Cote  St  Pierre  in  St.  Janvier. 

9  are  excellent,  namely  :  those  of  Haut  de  la  Cote  St.  Louis,  Bas  de  la 
Cote  St.  Louis,  and  St.  Joachim,  in  Ste.  Scholastique ;  of  the  North-west 
in  Ste.  Therese ;  of  Grand  Village  and  Piedmont  in  St.  Sauveur,  Upper 
Ste.  31  onique  ;  of  St  Hyacinthe,  in  St.  Hermas,  and  of  Dr.  Lachaine  in  Ste. 
Adele. 

40  are  good  ;  25  satisfactory  ;  16  are  weak,  and  17  inferior.  The  latter 
are  those  of  la  Baie,  in  St.  Placide ;  of  Petit-Brule  in  St.  Benoit ;  of  Bas 
Chicot  and  du  Lac  in  St.  Bustache  ;  of  Upper  and  Lower  St.  Joseph  ;  of  St. 
Simon,  in  Ste.  Scholastique  ;  of  Biviere  Gtignon,  of  the  North-west  of 
Riviere  du  Nord  and  Cote  St.  Antoine  in  St.  Jerome  ;  of  Biviere  Cach^e  in 
Sim.  Therese ;  of  du  Bras,  in  Ste.  Anne  ;  of  Paisly,  in  Ste.  Sophie  ;  of  Bf ord  du 
lac  Morroi  and  le  Grand  Buisseau,  in  St.  Sauveur,  and  finally  of  the  village 
of  8te.  Agathe. 

18  dissentient  schools  which  are  all  satisfactory. 

Finally,  4  independent  schools,  all  in  the  parish  of  TAnnonciation, 
county  of  Two  Mountains. 

5  schools  were  closed  this  year ;  the  dissentient  schools  of  St.  Joseph 
-and  St.  Joachim,  the  Ste.  Claire  school  in  the  parish  of  Ste.  Anne  ;  of  St. 
Charles,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Augustin,  and  finally  the  Valley  school  in  the 
toirnship  of  Morin.  The  apathy  of  the  rate-payers  is  the  principal  reason 
why  the  majority  of  the  schools  were  closed. 


6  others  were  not  open  when  I  visited  them  ;  they  are  thi 
schools  in  the  township  of  Morin,  of  the  villages  of  G-ren^ 
Andrews ;  the  school  at  St.  Fanstin,  the  Glasgow  dissentien 
Back  Bash  school  in  the  parish  of  Ste.  Sophie.  The  teach 
schools  were  ahsent  either  for  their  holidays  or  on  a  trip. 

,  There  are  three  new  schools  this  year,  one  in  the  fifth 
Hippolyte,  one  at  Lac  Bm]6,  in  Ste.  Agathe,  and  one  in  the  : 
ofSte.  Adele. 

BuiLmNOS,    FtTRNITDRE   AND   SCHOOL   NECESSARIES 

I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  mention  the  destruction  oJ 
ings  of  Ste.  Theresa  classical  college  which  were  burnt  on  the 
last. 

In  a  few  hours  this  magnificent  building,  a  monument  of  tl 
sacrifices  of  several  generations,  had  disappeared ;  nevertheles 
the  devotedness  and  energy  of  the  directors,  to  the  kindness  anc 
of  tbe  inhabitants  of  this  disirict  and  of  the  province  in  general 
which  is  so  useful  to  the  cause  of  education,  will  rapidly  ati 
ruins.  Already  the  immense  walls  of  the  new  building  are  be 
raised,  and  unless  something  unforeseen  happens  it  is  probal 
pnpiie  will  be  in  the  new  building  this  fall. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  say  with  reference  to  the  other  co 
the  academies  and  model  schools  as  those  buildings  leave  not 
desired.  I  mwt,  however,  except  the  model  school  of  the  tow 
bonne,  which  is  still  held  in  a  rented  house- 
As  to  the  primary  schools  they  may  be  classed  as  follows  ;  9  j 
flbly  good,  14  are  excellent ;  98  are  good,  and  6  are  too  small. 

Five  primary  school  houses  have  been  built  since  the  last  I 

Of  this  number  3  have  been  built  on  an  excellent  plan  ;  t] 
Andrew's  village,  St.  Jovite  village  and  LaFreniere,  in  St.  Eusti 
two  others  at  Ste.  Adele  and  Ste.  Agathe  are  inferior  buildings. 

Piually  6  other  school-houses  have  been  repaired  or  enlarge 
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The  lumiture  in  the  coUecree,  academies  and  model  schools  leaver 
Kothing  to  be  desired.  As  to  that  in  the  primary  schools  it  is  being  ra- 
pidly improved,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  at  present  there  are  but  few 
schools  unproAaded.  It  is  true  that  there  are  not,  as  yet,  many  cupboards 
or  libraries,  but  that  is  because  the  want  of  them  has  not  been  felt,  the 
teachers'  desks  being  amply  sufficient. 

The  colleges,  academies  and  convents  are  all  surrounded  by  sp^ous 
grounds  in  which  are  trees  and  fine  yards  and  gardens  at  the  disposal  of 
the  pupils. 

The  grounds  about  many  of  the  model  schools  are  also  very  carefully 
kept.  As  to  those  of  the  primary  schools,  the  majority  are  exceedingly 
small,  and  I  may  say  that  as  a  rule  they  are  considered  and  treated  as 
useless. 

*^  Teachers. 

Although  it  is  difficult,  at  this  period  of  the  year,  to  form  a  correct  i^lea 
of  their  work,  and,  consequently,  of  their  ability,  I  may,  however,  say  that 
the  religious  of  both  sexes  who  teach  in  this  district  are  very  successful 
and  give  complete  satisfaction. 

Amongst  the  lay  teachers,  I  may  specially  mention :  the  Misses  (J. 
Dupuis,  H.  Quay,  M.  Sanche,  V.  Daoust,  A.  Clermont,  V.  Gauthier  and  Mr. 
J.  T.  Roux.  The  following  are  excellent  teachers :  the  Misses  C.  Valois, 
A.  Fortier,  A.  Carrieres,  M.  Payment,  M.  Quay,  E.  Gauthier,  P.  &agnon, 
C.  M.  Giroux,  E.  Lauzon,  G.  Lafrance,  M.  Gratton,  R.  D.  Motte,  A.  Courv^al, 
A.  Guillemette,  C.  Chevalier,  L.  Charbonneau  and  V.  Fortier. 

The  following  appear  to  me  to  be  inferior :  the  Missis  V.  Taillon, 
J.  Proulx,  G.  Laeasse,  C.  Therien,  Z.  Lebeau,  C.  Gauthier,  R.  Rodrigues, 
M.  Proulx,  E.  Charrette,  E.  Lebuis  and  M.  Desroches. 

The  others  succeed  well  and  give  full  satisfaction. 

I  must  here  remark  that  for  some  years,  difficulties  frequently  have 
arisen  with  reference  to  female  teachers  who  get  their  diplomas,  by  fraud, 
before  they  have  reached  the  required  age.  It  would  seem  that  about 
one  fourth  of  my  teachers  are  barely  more  than  fifteen  years  old. 


Amongst  the  teachers  of  this  district,  who  receive  a  pension  fron 
Department,  there  is  a  Mr.  F.  X,  Martial  Charbonnean,  for  partial  b 
ness.  I  may  say  that  this  gentleman  can  now  see  as  well  as  most  pe< 
that  he  is  yonng  and  qnite  able  to  earn  his  living. 

Teaching. 

The  various  schools  of  this  district  now  follow  their  curriculum  i 
giving  the  greatest  possible  attention  to  the  four  leading  branches  :  reai 
writing, -arithmetic  and  grammar.  Without  confining  myself  to  the 
leges  and  schools  which  all  give  the  greatest  satisfaction,  I  may  say 
in  general,  in  my  model  and  primary  schools  very  particular  care  is  j 
to  spelling,  the  meaning  of  words,  reading  and  orthography.  All  thf 
'  pils  explain  what  they  read. 

Writing  and  drawing  receive  the  greatest  attention.  The  Langlais  f 
of  copy-books,  authorized  to  be  used  in  the  French  schools  over  a  year 
gives  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Arithmetic  gets  all  the  attention  it  dee 
and  aU  the  pupils  can  rapidly  perform  by  mental  calculation,  sums 
nected  with  the  ordinary  business  of  life.  Book-keeping  (notes,  aoco 
and  receipts)  is  taught  almost  everywhere. 

Finally,  grammar,  parsing,  agriculture,  &c.,  &c.,  are  taught  in  a! 
schools. 

lu  a  word  everything,  in  this  respect,  is  getting  on  as  well  as  ci 
expected.  ' 

The  use  of  copy>books,  in  which  the  pupils  daily  write  out  their 
-cises,  is  becoming  more  general,  and  if  we  had  had  a  school  exhibit! 
am  sure  that  the  schools  of  this  district  would  hare  appeared  to  gi 
advantage  than  in  1880. 

I  have  a  good  many  of  these  copy-books  now  before  me,  the  other 
in  the  hands  of  the  pupils.  This  may  explain  how  it  is  that  no  record 
.kept  in  my  schools. 
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Accounts. 

I  may  say  that  the  school  accounts  are,  as  a  general  rule,  well  kept  in 
this  district,  and  that  I  know  them  all  except  those  of  the  municipalities'  ^ 
of  St  Hypolite,  St.  Canute  and  Ste.  Scholastique,  which  I  did  not  under- 
stand or  did  not  see.  The  Secretary -Treasurer  of  St.  Hypolite  has  been 
changed,  and  I  hoped  that  when  I  made  my  next  inspection,  I  would  have 
been  given  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of  this  municipality.  The  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of  St.  Canute  is  a  little  careless  and  I  did  not  understand 
his  figures. 

Poor  Municipalities. 

Although  there  are  several  municipalities  which  come  under  this 
heading,  I  w^ill,  in  this  report,  recommend  particularly  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  the  Department  only  the  dissentient  municipality  of  Grenville 
and  that  of  St.  Colomban.  The  rate-payers  of  these  two  parishes  are  very 
willing,  but  are  so  poor  that  they  are  unable  to  keep  up  their  schools  unless 
the  Grovernment  grants  them  additional  supplementary  aid. 

My  Inspections. 

I  received  your  circular  dated  loth  November,  1881,  in  time,  and  I 
faithinlly  followed  the  advice  it  contained :  lo.  by  notifying  the  school 
authorities  before  my  inspections ;  20.  by  requesting  them  to  accompany 
me.  Nevertheless  I  must  say  that  these  invitations  did  not  always  produce 
the  desired  effect ;  for  although  during  the  latter  part  of  the  half-year,  I  sent 
them  on  regularly  eight  days  in  advance,  so  as  to  give  the  parties  sufEL- 
dent  time,  I  was  accompanied  only  by  the  persons  living  in  the  neighbor- 
hood  of  the  schools  or  those  whom  I  brought  myself. 

I  might  also  add  that  these  notices  occasioned  loss  of  time  and  I  will 
give  an  example.  Having  notified  the  Commissioners  of  St.  Eustache  that 
I  would  inspect  the  schools  in  their  village  on  the  30th  November,  1881^ 
and  having  been  prevented  by  bad  weather  from  doing  so,  I  was  obliged 
to  remain  at  home,  not  only  for  that  day,  but  for  the  remainder  of  the 
week,  so  as  to  send  out  fresh  notices ;  I  did  so,  but  m  vain  for  no  one 
came  to  accompany  me.     Hence  I  conclude  that  these  notices  and  invita^ 


tions  made  in  advance,  although  very  fine  in  theory,  offer  moi 
tages  than  advantages,  eBpecially  in  the  country,  and  that  it 
practice,  to  continue  making  th"  inspectiouB  in  presence  of  th 
neighbors  and  of  such  persons  as  the  inspector  may  bring  with 

By  this  means,  the  inspectors  see  the  teachers,  pupils  an 
their  ordinary  condition  an'd  can  better  form  an  opinion  of  theii 

^Moreover,  the  insertion  of  the  remarks  made  during  officia 
in  a  register  kept  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  in  accordauci 
instructions  of  the  15th  November  last,  will  enable  the  Comr 
see  what  has  been  done  and  recommended  at  snch  inspecti 
ftey  had  been  present,  and  consequently  to  carry  out  the  rel 
may  be  asked  of  them. 

I  may  say  that  T  was  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
letting  the  school  authorities  know  what  I  did  during  such  insf 
for  several  years,  I  always  sent  a  report  to  the  School  Commissi< 
parish.  I  made  these  reports  this  year,  as  in  the  past,  after  m 
and  I  intended  to  write  them  in  the  register  when  I  passed  fc 
time. 

From  the  15th  September,  1881,  to  the  Ist  February,  1882, 
the  schools  of  this  district  once,  and  from  the  beginning  of  Fel 
to  the  6th  May  last,  I  visited  81  for  the  second  time. 

I  hope  that  these  few  remarks,  will,  with  my  inspectii 
suffice  to  show  you  the  state  of  public  instruction  in  this  distri 

'  I  have  now  only  to  thank  very  cordially  all  those  who  1: 
me  in  the  performance  of  my  official  duties,  and  especially 
the  different  parishes  ;  for  if  1  may  flatter  myself  that  I  have  ( 
having  progress,  made  in  my  primary  schools,  this  result  is  in 
sure  due  to  those  gentlemen.  I  am  happy  to  state,  that  the  ni' 
and  most  prosperous  municipalities,  with  res^wct  to  schools, 
which  the  atre  of  the  parish  is  at  the  head  of  the  school-board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  PIL 

Si-hoc 
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MR.  FREMONT. 
[Translation.] 


Ste.  Famille,  7  October,  1882 


SiK, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  upon  public  instruction  in  the 
<x>untie8  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency,  for  the  year  1881-82. 

In  order  to  give  you  a  general  idea  of  the  state  of  the  schools  in  my 
district,  and  the  progress  which  is  being  made,  I  have  prepared  the  follow- 
ing synoptical  table,  which  is  only  a  summary  of  the  more  important  parts 
of  the  grand  statistical  table  which  I  have  already  sent  you. 

And,  in  order  the  better  to  call  your  attention  to  the  progressive  move- 
ment of  primary  education,  I  have  made  a  summary  of  the  corresponding 
statistics  for  some  years  back.     The  comparison  is  very  encouraging. 
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1  repeat  that,  as  the  population  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency  has  only' 
slightly  increased  since  a  few  years,  it  lollows  that  the  number  of  pupils, 
compared  with  that  of  the  whole  population,  has  increased  by  one-half  in. 
four  years. 

This  result  is  all  the  more  remarkable  that,  in  the  majority  of  tjie 
branches  studied,  the  number  of  pupils  has  increased  in  still  greater  pro- 
portion and  has  even  doubled  in  some. 

Yon  will  notice  with  pleasure  that,  ont  of  4,888  pupils,  th< 
who  learn  writing,  arithmetic  and  mental  arithmetic,  being  a  ■ 
only  17  in  the  total  number,  due  to  two  or  three  teachers 
ignorant  of  what  I  required. 

I  need  not  add  that  these  three  subjects  are  not,  and  cannt 
to  very  young  children,  when  they  first  come  to  school.  The  t 
overcome  their  natural  shyness  and  learn  to  know  and  love  th 
whole  success  of  a  child's  education  depends  upon  the  mutna 
between  teacher  and  pupil. 

'All  the  pupils  who  learn  grammar  also  learn  parsing;  ne' 
looking  over  the  columns  for  orthography  and  parsing,  a  sligl 
often  in  favor  of  the  former  will  be  noticed.  This  is,  becans 
who  are  taught  orthography  pure  and  simple  without  gram 
sing,  are  entered  in  the  column  nuder  that  heading. 
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I  do  not  object  that  pupils  be  made[to  do  some  exercise  in  orthography^ 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  can,  at  the  same  time,  learn  at  least  the  first 
rules  of  grammar  and  parsing. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  columns  of 
grammar,  letter- writing,  book-keeping,  drawing  and  agriculture.'  The 
excess  over  the  previous  years  is  quite  remarkable.  In  a  word,  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  progress  made  during  the  past  year.  Of  course  there 
are  shadows  in  the  picture.  There  are  still  some  incompetent  teachers, 
and  commissioners  who  engaged  them  at  reduced  salaries,  class-rooms 
which  are  not  sufficiently  spacious,  furniture  which  is  deficient,  etc.,  etc. ; 
bmt  I  have  reason  to  believe  that,  before  long,  the  true  friends  of  educatioUy^ 
in  these  few  dilatory  municipalities,  will  come  to  an  understanding  once 
for  all,  and  assert  the  honor  of  their  pariA,  by  rooting  out  the  ignorance 
which  has  but  too  long  reigned  there. 

These  shadows  even  serve  to  bring  out  in  relief  the  wisdom  of  our 
laws,  the  excellence  of  the  regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
which  do  not  leave  the  management  of  our  schools  in  private  hands. 
Thanks  to  the  wise  provisions  of  the  law,  school-houses  are  being  built 
wherever  they  are  required,  and  upon  plans  approved  by  the  Superin- 
tendent. Willingly  or  unwillingly,  school  furniture  has  to  be  improved,  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  have  to  be  regularly  paid  and  better  accommodation 
given  them. 

The  curriculum  of  studies  is  regulated,  and  besides  the  catechism,  which 
is  the  basis  of  education,  everything  which  it  is  important  that  the  children 
of  a  civilized  nation  should  know,  is  now  taught  in  our  country  schools. 
Jn  a  word,  the  impetus  is  given  and  the  public  is  beginning  to  und^taud 
that  all  these  ordinances  have  been  made  for  the  benefit  and  happiness  of 
the  people. 

I  would  not  be  sincere  if  I  left  you  under  the  impression  that  all  the- 
subjects  of  the  official  curriculum  are  always  taught  according  to  th& 
strictest  rules  of  pedagogism. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  majority  of  the  children  in  the  country 


do  not  attend  school  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  allow  of 
through  a  regular  course  of  studies,  however  elementary  it  may 

It  is,  therefore,  not  always  possible  to  give  to  the  teaching 
gogtcal  refinement  which  is  very  praiseworthy  in  theory,  but 
impossible  to  put  into  practice. 

These  children  who,  like  meteors,  appear  at  school  only  to  i 
-once,  come  only  to  learn  to  read  their  prayers  at  mass,  and  the  ■ 
of  their  country.  They  do  not  come  to  write  like  those  v 
challenge  the  whole  universe,  but  so  as  to  know  how  to  sign 
and  to  write  out  their  own  modest  correspondence.  They  cor 
to  learn  how  to  discourse  upon  the  science  of  languages,  but  o 
a  little  of  the  principal  rules  of  orthography.  They  care  but  li 
value  of  these  fine  theories  ;  they  prefer  to  be  cured  of  thejr  evil 
by  a  quack  than  to  die  out  of  respect  for  the  rules  of  art. 

I  need  say  that  I  do  not  recommend  these  digressions  fro 
*of  instruction,  but  I  do  not  greatly  reproach  the  teacher  whi 
class  composed  of  pupils  of  that  kind,  guides  his  bark  as  he 
times  going  out  to  sea  too  soon,  with  the  prospect  of  returning  I 
if  his  inconstant  crew  does  not  altogether  forsake  him  before 
his  voyage. 

I  have  already,  in  my  bulletins,  called  your  attention  to  i 

sider  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  proper  working  of  our  laws  oi 

Non-attendance  at  school  is  the  evil  which  I  am  unsaccessfull^ 

remedyj  and  which  I  am  compelled  to  again  bring  under  yoi 

*   this  report. 

if  I  could  secure  the  regular  attendance  of  the  scholars  in  t 
"we  should  have  found  Ariadne's  thread,  and  there  would  rema 
follow  it  directly  and  rapidly  to  the  end*  Is  there  any  necessil 
strate  that  if  all  the  children  regularly  attended  school,  and 
followed  the  curriculum,  we  should  progress  with  giant  strides 

It  is  right  to  build  magnificent  school  houses,  to  furnish  tht 
to  require  a  higher  qualification  of  female  teachers,  to  perfect 
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of  edncation,  and  eyery  patriotic  mind  cannot  but  rejoice  at  the  sight  of 
these  partly  realized  improvements  ;  but,  if  we  would  have  these  important 
reforms  serve  some  purpose,  it  would  still  be  necessary  that  the  scholars 
make  up  their  minds  to  closely  attend  the  classes.  Otherwise,  everything 
is  lost  or  seriously  endangered.  We  must  therefore,  and  at  any  price,  secure 
this  great  desideratum  ;  regular  attendance  at  school  is  the  central  objecl 
which  all  our  laws  on  education  must  have  in  view. 

What  must  be  done  to  attain  this  end  ?  In  my  humble  opinion,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  adopt  three  very  simple  means  :  lo.  Compulsory  public 
examiuations ;  2o.  Prizes  awarded  to  pupils  for  assiduity  ;  3o.  Distribution 
of  the  common  school  fund  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  in  each 
municipality. 

Here  are  three  means  which  I  have  no  hesitation  in  calling  real  speci- 
fics, perfectly  adapted  to  remedy  the  state  of  carelessness  in  which  so  many 
parents  take  pleasure  when  the  education  of  their  children  is  at  stake. 

Allow  me  to  explain  : 

1.  Compulsory  public  examincUiom, — Commissioners  are  required,  by  ch- 
15,  C.  S.  L.  C,  s.  90,  §  5,  to  hold  a  public  examination  of  their  schools. 
How  is  this  wise  enactment,  which  furnishes  such  certain  means  to  local 
authorities,  parents,  and  friends  of  education  to  form  an  idea  of  the  work 
of  the  pupils  and  teachers  during  the  year,  as  a  general  rule,  is  it  under- 
stood ?  How  is  it  put  in  force  ?  The  day  for  the  public  examination, 
which  would  be  a  day  of  true  rejoicing  to  the  hard-working  scholar  and 
teacher,  passes  by  unnoticed.  The  public  knows  nothing  of  it,  or  takes 
no  interest  in  it.  What !  there  are  exhibitions  of  cattle,  lasting  weeks  and 
montlis,  and  we  are  chary  of  our  time  when  it  is  a  question  of  spending  a 
few  hours,  a  few  days  at  most,  for  the  benefit  of  the  intellectual  and  other 
qualities  of  the  mind. 

I  regret  to  say  that  in  too  many  municipalities  the  law  is  badly  inter- 
preted, by  supposing  that  the  inspector's  visit  can  replace  the  public 
examination  which  the  commissioners  are  obliged  to  hold,  and  that  is 
idiotically  carried  out,  when  it  is  not  evaded,  by  pretending  to  believe 
that  the  public  examination  required  by  Is^w  is  made  by  one  or  two  com- 
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interests  of  education  is  not  always  directed  into  what  I  consider  the  proper 
channel. 

As  I  have  not  at  hand  all  the  statistics  of  the  dissentient  or  independent 
schools  in  my  district,  I  have  confined  myself  to  establishing  comparisons 
among  the  following  fifteen  municipalities. 

It  is  first  to  be  observed  that  these  fifteen  municipalities  receive, 
according  to  the  present  mode  of  distributing  the  common  school  fund,  a 
total  subsidy  of  $2,459.93.  This  sum  is  evidently  granted  in  favor  of  those 
children  who  are  being  educated  ;  now,  as  there  is  in  these  municipalities 
a  total  of  2235  pupils  regularly  attending  the  schools,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
45ary  to  make  a  lengthy  calculation  to  find  the  share  of  each.  The  answer 
is  famished  by  the  following  table : 


NAME  OF  THE  MUNICIPALITY. 


1.    St.  Ambroise 


2.    Xj'Ancienne  Lorette 


e.    St.  Jean 


7.    Ste.  Famine 


3.  Cbarlesbourg, 

4.  Cap  Roage . . 
i(.    St.  Pierre.... 


S,    St.  FiBit^ols 

9.    I/Ange-Gardien. 
10.    Cb&teao-Bicher. 


.    11.    Ste.  Anne, 


12.    St.  Joachim. 


.     15.    Ste.  PetroniUe 


13.    St.  F^reol 


14.    St.  Tito 


Subsidy 

according  to 

present  system. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Subsidy 

according  to 

average  ,atten- 

dance. 

t    cts. 

$  cts. 

440.92 

314 

346.60 

290.00 

276 

302.68 

.     290.00 

302 

332.39 

123.00 

109 

119.97 

96.24 

113 

124.37 

186.50 

164 

180 . 60 

108.32 

136 

149.69 

71.69 

36 

39.62 

136.24 

126 

138.69 

210.14 

217 

238.84 

124.42 

116 

127.67 

119.88 

117 

128.77 

128.70 

109 

119.97 

86.10 

63 

69.34 

47.78 

38 

41.83 

$2469.93 

2235 

$2459.93 

« 
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•  It  is  evident  that  this  new  mode  of  distributing  the  common  school 
fund  would  cause  praiseworthy  rivalry  among  the  various  municipalities 
of  a  county.  The  number  of  schools  would  certainly  increase,  and  the 
average  attendance  would  almost  equal  tl^e  total  number  of  pupils.  How 
many  school  commissions,  that  refuse  or  delay  the  opening  of  schools  in 
townships  where  the  want  of  them  is  really  felt,  would  open  them  with 
eagerness  if  they  were  to  obtain  a  larger  grant  from  government.  Justice 
can  only  be  done  to  interested  parties  when  they  complain,  and  it  frequently 
happens  that  parents,  in  consequence  of  apathy  with  regard  to  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children,  either  do  not  complain  or  do  so  only  when  the  evil 
is  of  long  standing.  Thus  whole  generations  wallow  in  ignorance,  not- 
withstanding the  generous  subsidy  voted  each  year  for  the  education  of  the 
people.  If  we  wish  to  retain  population  as  the  basis  of  the  distribution  of 
the  public  grants  for  the  maintenance  of  schools,  let  this  mode  be  at  least 
restricted  to  counties,  and  let  the  amount  thus  falling  to  the  share  of  each 
county  be  afterwards  distributed  among  the  various  school  municipalities 
comprised  within  it,  taking  as  the  basis  of  this  last  distribution,  the  total 
average  attendance  of  children  at  schools.  There  will  always  be  a  sufficient 
number  of  parishes  in  each  county  to  enter  into  that  rivalry,  that  competi- 
tion, which  I  ardently  desire  to  see  established  among  us  with  such  a 
noble  object. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  state  to  the  credit  of  the  teachers  in  my  district 
that,  take  it  all  in  all,  their  work  during  the  year  has  been  excellent.  If 
all  the  schools  are  not  flourishing,  it  is  at  least  not  due  to  any  lack  of  zeal 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers  of  both  sexes  who,  I  repeat  it,  have  all,  except 
in  some  very  rare  instances,  done  their  duty. 

I  therefore  thank  them  with  all  my  heart  tor  their  continual  and 

disinterested  devotion  to  the  noble  cause  of  education ;  I  thank  them  for 

sacrificing  their  rest,  their  health,  and  their  legitimate  ambition  ;  I  thank 

them,  finally,  in  the  name  of  the  government,  by  which  I  am  sent  to  guide 

and  encourage  them,  for  their  numerous  and  important  services  to  their 

country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOSEPH  PEfiMONT, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  RUEL. 


[  Translation] 


St.  CharIiBS.  July  15,  1882. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  first  report  on  the  schools  in  my 
district. 

My  official  appointment  having  been  sanctioned  only  a  few  months  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  school  year,  I  have  not  been  able  to  visit  all  the  schools 
in  my  district,  which  is  very  extensive ;  it  comprises  four  counties  and 
three  additional  municipalities.  Rather  than  go  over  the  whole  district  in  a 
buperficial  manner,  I  preferred  to  carefully  visit  a  part  only,  and  to  postpone 
the  remainder  till  the  autumn,  making  a  point,  however,  to  obtain  imme- 
diately the  statistics  necessary  for  my  grand  table. 

My  district  comprises  thirty-nine  municipalities,  of  which  fifteen  are 
under  the  direction  of  the  Catholic  commissioners,  and  eight  under  the  di- 
rection of  mixed  commissions  of  Catholics  and  Protestants. 

There  are  one  commercial  college,  four  convents,  one  academy,  three 
model  schools,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  nine  primary  schools.  I  vis- 
ited two  cenvents,  three  model  schools,  one  academy  and  eighty  two  primary 
schools.  The  teaching  in  the  convents  and  model  schools  is  excellent ;  in 
the  academy  it  is  weak ;  and  of  the  primary  schools  fourteen  are  excellent, 
thirty  seven  are  good,  five  are  bad,  the  rest  are  middling. 

The  suspension  of  my  predecessor,  and  the  delay  which  ensued  before 
my  appointment,  caused  great  negligence  among  the  female  teachers ;  sev- 
eral of  them  ingenuously  confessed  to  me  that,  as  they  did  not  expect  my 
visit,  they  had  omitted  several  subjects  of  study  and  had  not  regularly  kept 
their  class  journal.  I  found  that  in  very  few  schools  had  the  average  atten- 
dance been  calculated  and  recorded. 
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Another  neglect,  arising  from  the  same  causes,  was  shown  i 
of  some  Secretary-Treasnrere ;  bnt  they  promised  that  it  would 
when  my  next  visit  occnrs.  All  these  gentlemen  appear  to  me  ti 
and  upright. 

Several  municipalities  in  my  district  are  very  poor,  and 
great  difficulty  in  pro\'iding  for  the  maintenance  of  their  school 
places  it  is  even  necessary  to  have  the  school  during  live  moi 
■district  and  during  live  months  in  another. 

For  this  there  are  several  reasons,  the  chief  of  which  is  dm 
which  should  be  amended  somewhat  as  follows: — 

"  When  in  any  district  the  majority  of  the  minority  declari 
"  sentient,  the  minority  of  the  minority  shall  accept  the  c 
"  shall  pay  assessments  and  contribattons  to  the  dissentient  tru 

This  amendment  would  be  acceptable  to  all  Protestants  an 
^  alike,  and  would  confer  a  great  boon  upon  poor  dissentient  mn 
'  For  it  frequently  happens  that  certain  tax-payers  declare  thei 
sentient,  and  that  afterwards  they  withdraw  from  the  dissentic 
avoid  paying  the  expenses  necessary  to  maintain  the  school;  a 
school  is  closed  or  else  is  sustained  by  only  a  few  taX'payers,  v 
termined,  cost  what  it  may,  not  to  send  their  children  to  i 
diiFerent  religions  denomination.  I  hope  this  suggestion  \ 
serious  consideration. 

Upon  examination  of  my  grand  table  it  will  be  seen  that  tl 
drawing,  of  book-keeping  and  of  agricaltnre  is  greatly  neglects 
given  stringent  instructions  on  this  subject,  and  I  have  reason 
that  they  will  be  attended  to. 

Mental  arithmetic  is  taught  to  many  more  pupils  than  fo; 
I  have  been  promised  that,  with  few  exceptions,  all  pupils  will 
in  future.     I  insist  upon  this  and  have  stated  that  I  do. 

'  In  certain  municipalities  the  houses  are  not  what  they  01 
too  small,  badly  ventilated,  low,  and  especially  very  cold.     A  1 
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improved  this  year,  so  I  hare  been  promised.  Elsewhere  it  is  the  farifhae 
T^hich  is  defective ;  old  fashioned  tables,  forms  without  backs,  absence'  of 
maps  and  globes.  I  have  devoted  special  attention  to  this,  and  I  venture  to 
hope  that  when  my  next  visit  occurs  there  will  be  an  improvement. 

Nearly  everywhere  the  curSs  and  school  commissioners  made  it  a  duty 
and  a  pleasure  to  accompany  me,  and  I  wish  to  testify  my  gratitude  to 
them. 

I  particularly  commend  to  you  the  dissentient  municipalities  in  my 
district.     They  are  all  very  poor  ;  there  are  even  some,  such  as  those  of 
West  Shefford,  Magog,  G-ranby  village,  and  G-ranby  township,  which  should  • 
of  necessity  receive  an  increased  allowance. 

In  my  bulletin  books  I  have  furnished  details  of  every  school  visited 
by  me,  and  I  shall  not  return  to  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

P.  J.  EUEL, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  SAVAED. 


{Tramlation.') 


9 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  you  with  my  report  for  the  year  1881-82. 

The  grand  statistical  table,  which  I  have  already  forwarded  to  you, 
shows  that  during  the  past  year  the  various  schools  in  my  district  of  in-  ^ 
spection  have  been  attended  by  3,620  pupils,  an  increase  of  178,  and  a  mucli 
more  considerable  increase  than  last  year. 

The  average  attendance  has  increased  in  the  same  ratio ;  from  2,626 
pupils  last  year,  to  2,802  this  year,  an  increase  of  176.  The  same  propor- 
tionate increase  is  noticeable  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  studied  the 
most  important  compulsory  subjects.  But  I  regret  that,  with  respect  to  the 
study  of  agriculture,  the  number  of  pupils  is  21  less.  The  fault  lies  with 
the  parents,  imbued  with  prejudices,  who  are  opposed  more  than  ever  to 
the  teaching  by  teachers  of  either  sex,  of  this  subject,  which  is  nevertheless 
so  useful  to  their  children.  I  insisted,  as  in  previous  years,  that  this  sub- 
ject should  be  taught  to  a  larger  number  of  pupils  and  in  all  the  schools. 

I  observed  with  pleasure  that  great  progress  had  been  made  in  writ- 
ing this  year. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  statistics  that  each  year  progress  is  more 
marked;  there  are  many  obstacles  and  prejudices,  but  I  am  striving  with 
energy  to  make  them  disappear.  As  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  state, 
the  smallness  of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  the  countenancing  by  some 
parents  of  the  insubordination  and  irregular  attendance  of  their  children, 
are  obstacles  of-  a  serious  nature,  which  will  always  paralyze  the  pro- 
gress of  education  and  even  the  efforts  of  persons  well  disposed  to 
further  its  interests.  The  custom  also  of  taking  children  away  from 
school  too  soon,  is  highly  prejudicial,  and  is  the  greatest  evil  in  my 
district. 
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With  reference  to  the  teachers,  I  believe  it  would  be  preferable  to 
compel  them  to  dwell  in  the  school  house,  for  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
contrary  custom  presents  serious  inconveniences.  In  the  first  place  the 
children,  too  often  left  alone,  are  deprived  of  the  superintendence  which 
they  should  have  during  the  hours  of  recreation  ;  then,  in  the  winter,  they 
usually  suffer  from  cold,  for  the  building  is  generally  heated  too  late  to 
make  it  comfortable  for  the  children.     I  suggest  to  teachers  to  have^the  * 

stove  lighted  at  seven  o'clock,  so  that  the  school  may  be  properly  heated 
when  the  pupils  arrive. 

The  Journal  of  Public  Instruction  and  VEcole  Primaire  are  received  by  all 
the  teachers  under  my  superintendence,  and  I  notice  with  satisfaction 
that  the  i)edagogical  instruction  which  they  derive  from  them,  contpbutes 
^eatly  to  produce  good  results  in  our  schools,  and  leads  us  to  anticipate  a 
prosx>erous  fhture. 

I  succeeded  in  prevailing  ux)on  all  the  municipalities,  excepting  a  few 
parishes  in  Haut  Saguenay  and  Jonquieres,  to  fix  the  holidays  in  future  be- 
tween the  1st  of  August  and  the  1st  of  October,  and  I  hope  that  this  change 
will  effect  much  good. 

I  observe  with  pleasure  that  the  furniture  of  the  class-rooms  is  gen- 
erally more  complete.  The  commissioners  in  nearly  every  municipality  have  * 
now  provided  a  complete  set  of  maps  for  their  schools. 

The  Petit  S&minaire  of  Chicoutimi,  under  the  direction  of  learned  and 
able  priests  and  ecclesiastics,  ever  continues  to  improve  and  to  do  good.  The 
results  arrived  at  are  excellent.  This  year  one  of  the  pupils  of  this  estab-  ' 
lishment  won  with  distinction  the  degree  of  Bachelier  es  Lettres  et  es  J[rts, 
The  curriculum  comprises  English,  French,  and  all  the  most  practical  and 
useful  branches  of  science.    Number  of  students,  99.  * 

The  academy  for  girls  at  Chicoutimi  is  still  conducted  by  the  Eeverend 
JLadies  of  the  Bon  Pasteur.     There  are  78  pupils  who  are  taught  French, 
English,  drawing,  etc.,  etc.,  as  successfully  and  perfectly  as  in  the  besl^ 
esfkblishments  of  this  kind. 

I  now  beg  to  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  each  school  in  my  district. 


My  moBt  Bincere  thanks  are  dae  to  the  curis  and  commis 
upon  the  occasion  of  my  vieit,  laid  aside  other  occnpatione  in 
company  me,  I  also  found,  in  every  municipality,  parents  " 
presence  at  my  examinations,  wished  to  show  their  interest 
tioQ  of  their  children. 

I  might  have  gone  into  further  details,  but  I  believe  they 
in  the  bulletins  of  inspection  which  I  have  forwarded. 


ED.  SAVARD 
Schoi 
Ghiooxjtihi,  August  2nd,  1882. 
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MB.  SIMABD. 

{TVanslation.) 

'  I  haye  the  honor  to  forward  yon,  at  the  same  time  as  my  grand  statis- 
tical table,  a  report  on  the  state  of  pnblic  instruction  in  the  three  counties  of 
Bellechasse,  Montmagny,  and  Tlslet. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  record  a  decided  improvement  in  my  district 
during  the  school  year  just  elapsed.  I  venture  to  hope  that  the  following 
comparative  table  will  show  this  to  your  satisfaction. 


Total  nnmber  of  schools 

T«tal  of  pupils «.. . 

Total  aYorage  attendance 

Papils  from  A  B  C  to  fluent  reading 

*<      reading  flaently 

«      writing .. 

«      learning  Arithmetic 

«  "         Mental  Arithmetic 

a 

<(  '<  book  keeping 

u  »  Mathematics 

«  M  Mensuration 

*i  u  English  Grammar 

«  «  French  Grammar 

^  «  Letter  writing 

'•  «  Geography 

"  «  History .. 

<^  ^  Drawing 

<«  «  Agriculture 


1880-81 

1881-82 

166 

169 

6703 

6975 

6071 

5430 

2047 

1547 

4656 

6429 

3780 

3797 

3665 

4491 

1842 

3506 

439 

845 

172 

248 

139 

202 

450 

419 

2655 

2458 

307 

357 

1689 

1686 

1919 

2078 

1361 

8080 

1188 

1681 

Increase. 


3 

272 
359 

773 
17 

826 
1664 

406 
76 
63 


50 


159 

1719 

493 


Decrease 


500 


31 
97 


The  female  teachers,  generally  speaking,  having  put  into  practice  the 
.  remarks  which  I  had  made  npon  the  occasioa  of  my  last  visit,  have  endea- 
vored, without  neglecting  the  memory  of  the  children,  to  cultivate  their 
intelligence  by  meann  of  repeated  explanations. 

Grammar  and  [arithmetic  especially  are  taught  with  great  care  and 
method. 

As  you  will  observe  by  the  foregoing  comparative  table,  book-keeping, 
a  subject  so  useful  to  all  classes  of  society,  has  been  tanght  this  year  to  a 
much  larger  number  of  pupils.  I  attach  much  importance  to  this  matter; 
still  I  do  not  require  that  it  be  taught  according  to  the  beat  methods  (a 
thing  which  the  female  teachers,  in  general,  could  not  do),  but  in  a  practi- 
cal manner.  This  study,  moreover,  accustoms  children  to  calculate ;  it  is 
in  fact  an  exercise  in  practical  arithmetic; 

The  teaching  of  agriculture  is  also  becoming  more  general.    Thanks  to 
this,  and  to  the  establishment  of  agricnltnral  societies  in  nearly  all  the 
parishes  of  my  division,  remarkable  improvements  have  taken  place,  during 
the  year  just  elapsed,  in  the  mode  of  cultivation.     Dr.  Larue's  little  book  is 
in  use  in  almost  all  the  schools  in  my  division,  and  the  great  i 
this  subject  is  at  length  beginning  to  be  understood.     I  am  co 
improvements  in  agriculture  will  be  especially  due  to  th 
youth,  to  the  dissemination  by  them  of  soiuid  doctrines.     The 
tion  which  they  are  bringing  up  will  no  longer  do  anything  b 
will  understand  that  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  agrion 
as  in  the  arts.     The  benefits  which  it  will  reap  every  day  from 
system  of  culture  will  do  the  rest. 

Drawing  has  been  studied  this  year  by  30S0  pupils,  as 
last  year  ;  the  increase  amply  proves  that  my  efforts  to  propagi 
ing  of  this  art  have  been  crowned  with  success.  The  result! 
some  female  teachers  have  astonished  me.  I  have  seen  plans  i 
perfectly  executed  by  young  children. 

Penmanship  has  made  remarkable  progress,  and  I  attribu 
study  of  drawing  and  the  Langlais  series  of  copy-books. 
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The  imi)ortance  of  maps,  without  which  it  is  impossible  to  teach  geo- 
graphy, has  also  been  understood.  All  the  schools  are  now  supplied  with 
them. 

If  there  has  been  an  improvement,  does  it  mean  that  we  are  to  fold  our 
arms  and  do  nothing  ?  No,  certainly  not.  There  are  still  many  needed 
reforms.  If  the  majority  of  the  female  teachers  understand  their  duty, 
there  are  still  a  great  many  who  fill  the  position  only  while  waiting  for  a 
better  one,  or  who  are  incompetent.  To  what  is  this  due,  if  not  to  engage- 
ments at  greatly  reduced  prices  ?  This  evil  still  exists  in  many  municipa- 
lities; provided  the  salary  given  is  small,  competence  is  of  no  account 
whatever.  So  long  as  the  government  does  fix  a  minimum  for  salaries, 
the  instruction  of  youth  will  be  fettered  by  these  engagements  at  reduced 
prices. 

The  furniture  in  the  school-houses  has  been  considerably  improved ; 
good  forms  with  backs,  proportioned  to  the  age  and  size  of  the  children, 
have  replaced  the  old  forms,  and  almost  all  the  schools  are  supplied  with 
tables  and  desks  combined. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  unable  to  state  that  perceptible  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  building  of  school-houses.  G-enerally  speaking,  they  are 
too  smaU,  badly  ventilated,  and  insufficiently  lighted.  I  have  been  particu- 
larly careful  to  see  that  the  new  buildings  are  constructed  in  such  a  way  as  to 
secure  comfort,  endeavoring  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  department. 
The  system  of  leasing  is  still  in  use  in  too  many  municipalities,  and  what  is 
worthy  of  notice  is,  that  it  is  especially  in  municipalities  where  tax-payers 
are  well  to  do,  that  this  system,  so  injurious  to  the  interests  of  children  and 
tax-payers,  is  unfortunately  prevalent. 

I  have  nothing  but  praise  to  bestow  upon  the  various  school  con^nis- 
dons  of  my  district, ;  all  the  commissioners  displayed  great  kindness  in  my 
behalf,  and  a  disposition  to  favor  the  improvements  or  changes  which  I 
suggested  to  them. 

If  some  municipalities  are  backward  and  have  not  yet  complied  with 
all  the  requirements  of  the  school  law,  it  is  owing,  not  to  unwillingness, 
but  to  the  poverty  of  the  tax-payers.    In  this  respect,  I  beg  to  specially 
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recommend  the  mimicipalities  of  Mailloax,  St.  Mf^loireand  Armagh,  iathe 
county  of  Bellechasse, — St.  Cyrille,  Ste.  Perpfitue,  St.  Benoit,  St.  Damase, 
and  St  Pamphile  in  the  county  of  I'lelet, — and  of  St.  Paul  de  Montminy,  in 
the  county  Of  Montmagny ;  it  will  be  an  imposBibility  for  these  municipali- 
ties to  maintain  their  schools  properly  if  they  do  not  receive  liberal  aid  irom 
the  gOTemment, 

Before  concluding,  I  beg  to  give  the  names  of  female  teachers  who 
most  distinguished  themselves  during  the  year  1881-82. 

Of  the  female  teachers  in  model  schools,  those  who  have  most  distin- 
goished  themselves  are  Misses  Adele  Bichard,  of  St.  Jean  Port  Joli,  and 
D^lima  Legros,  of  St.  Boch  des  Aalnets.  Of  the  teachers  in  prii 
those  who  are  the  most  meritorious  and  Uie  best,  are  Misses 
langer,  of  St.  Jean  Port  Joli,  Z.  Leclerc,  of  St.  Eugene,  Z^phirin 
of  St  Michel,  Mfelanie  C6t6  and  Domitile  Paquet,  of  St.  Oharl 
Tanguay,  Marie  La  Brie,  Arthemise  Lemiens  and  Sophie  Ton 
G-ervais,  Philomene  Dutil,  of  St.  Lazare,  D6Iima  Boutin,  of  St.  Fr; 
Talbot,  of  Cap  St.  Ignace,  061ina  Caron  and  Odile  Morin,  ol 
and  Justine  Lizotte,  Ste.  Louise. 

Miss  Anne  Belanger,  directress  of  the  model  school  at  St  'i 
deserving  of  honorable  mention. 

Mr.  Am6d6e  Tanguay  is  the  able  director  of  the  college  a 
under  his  management  the  pupils  are  improving  greatly  ant 
themselves  to  fill  good  positions  in  business  houses. 


1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


J.  P.  L.  S] 
Schoi 
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ME.  STENSON. 
{Transl(Uion.) 

Shebbbooke,  Sept.  20,  1882. 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  yon  my  annnal  report  upon  the  state  of 
education  in  my  district  for  the  year  ending  the  80th  of  June  last.  My 
statistical  table  accompanies  this  report. 

It  is  to  be  noticed  that  my  statistical  table  does  not  include  the  pumls 
of  the  Sherbrooke  seminary,  in  which  the  classical  course  is  preceded  by  a 
complete  commercial  course,  or  the  academies  for  girls  at  Sherbrooke, 
Wotton,  St.  Ferdinand  d'Halifax  and  Hereford. 

Being  without  official  reports  from  these  institutions,  I  do  not  consider 
myself  authorized  to  demand  the  necessary  details  from  the  authorities  in 
order  to  enter  them  in  my  statistics ;  on  the  contrary,  I  do  not  think  that 
these  institutions  should  even  appear  in  the  reports  of  the  school  inspectors, 
since  those  in  charge  of  them  are  bound  to  furnish  the  respective  reports. 

I  believe,  however,  that  such  figures  are  given  in  the  statistical  tables 
of  several  of  my  colleagues,  and  if  this  proceeding  is  regular  I  shall  take 
pleasure  in  including  in  my  statistical  table  all  the  higher  educational  insti- 
tutions in  my  district.  I  am  already  convinced  that  I  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  all  the  required  information  from  the  authorities 
competent  to  give  them,  for  although  I  have  had  no  intercourse  officially 
with  these  corporations,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  whenever  my 
occupations  have  allowed  me  to  visit  these  institutions,  a?  a  friend  of  edu- 
cation,  my  welcome  has  ever  been  a  most  hearty  one ;  and  if  I  do  not  more 
freguently  visit  these  institutions,  which  are  all  admirably  well  kept,  it  is 
neither  for  wrant  of  being  invited,  nor  because  I  do  not  take  the  highest  in- 
terest in  them,  but  only  because  I  have  already  too  much  to  do  in  the 
immense  territory  comprised  within  my  district  of  inspection. 


I  think  it  ■will  be  to  the  purpose  to  insert  here  a  comparison 
the  state  of  edncation  in  this  district,  in  the  year  1867,  when  my  i 
for  the  first  time  published  separately  from  that  of  my  coUeagne, 
bard,  and  dnring  the  year  which  ended  last  June. 
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From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  mo: 
has  almost  doubled,  whilst  the  number  of  schools  in  operatioi 
number  of  pnpUs  attending  these  schools,  has  more  than  doub 
the  last  fifteen  years.  With  respect  to  the  subjects  taught,  it  is  wel 
that  in  1867  there  was  not  a  single  pupil  learning  book-keep 
duriqg  the  year  just  ended  there  were  378  such  pupils. 

Agriculture  was  taught  to  8  pupils  in  1867,  and  to  497  in  18 

Industrial  drawing  had  not  yet  been  introduced  in  1867,  ai 
it  was  taught  to  1544  pupils. 

In  other  branches  the  difference  is  not  so  marked,  and  I  consid 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  great  number  of  the  recently  established  sc 
been  opened  in  new  municipalities,  where  the  pupils  are  most 


189 


first  year  of  attendance.  In  addition  to  this  increase  in  the  schools  under 
the  control  of  commissioners,  or  trustees,  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  ob- 
serving that  superior  education  has  kept  pace  with  the  generalp>rogress  in 
this  part  of  the  country. 

In  1867  the  Sherbrooke  industrial  college  furnished  a  commercial  educa- 
tion to  90  pupils ;  this  year  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the  commercial 
and  classical  courses  at  the  seminary,  which  has  replaced  the  industrial  col' 
lege,  is,  I  understand,  nearly  800.  There  was  then  but  one  convent  in  the 
whole  district ;  now  there  are  four.  All  these  institutions  are  in  a  flourishing 
state,  and  render  invaluable  services  to  society  by  giving  a  Christian  and 
suitable  education  to  a  great  number  of  young  girls,  and  by  preparing  a 
good  number  of  female  teachers,  competent,  and  qualified,  especially  on 
the  score  of  morals  and  religion,  to  take  the  guidance  of  our  common 
shools. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  have  to  say  that  the  salaries  of  the  female  teachers, 
although  still  much  below  what  they  should  be,  have  generally  been  in- 
creased; and  it  is  evident  that  they  will  be  further  increased  next  year, 
for  there  are  few  municipalities  in  this  district  which  are  not  still  looking 
out  for  female  teachers  to  open  their  schools,  but  they  are  not  to  be  had  for 
the  salaries  heretofore  paid. 

There  is  also  great  improvement  in  the  class  of  school-houses  an<^of 
furniture.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  see,  even  in  settlements  hardly  yet  formed, 
that  the  school-house  is  built  in  a  comfortable  and  appropriate  manner,  and 
that  the  appearance  of  misery  and  privation,  which  formerly  seemed  to 
show  itself  among  the  settlers,  is  no  longer  visible.  This  is  doubtless 
due,  in  great  measure,  to  the  great  facilities  furnished  by  the  net-work  of 
railways  which  traverse  our  Eastern  Townships  in  every  direction. 

Ordinary  waggon-roads  are  also  much  better  made  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  a  settlement  than  they  formerly  were,  yet  in  some  localities  they 
^  are  still  far  from  perfect. 

I  might  make  a  multitude  of  observations  with  reference  to  the  changes 

.  which  have  taken  place  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  but  the  limits  of  the 

report  do  not  admit  of  lengthy  details  on  this  point.     I  beg  you,  however, 


to  notice  the  rapid  increase  in  the  number  oi  schools  in  this  district  s 
the  30th  of  Jane,  1878. 

For  m*y  years  I  was  entrusted  with  the  inspection  of  the  Catl 
schools,  in  the  coanty  of  Megautic  and  part  of  the  county  of  Beance,  in 
addition  to  those  in  the  district  of  St.  Francis.     In  1877,  in  consequence  of 
the  appointment  of  four  new  school  inspectors,  a  portion  of  my  district  was 
detached  and  erected  into  a  new  district,  and  I  was  then  left  with  my  pre- 
sent district,  less,  however,  the  municipalities  of  St.  Ferdinand  and  Ste. 
Sophie,  in  the  coanty  of  Megantic,  and  those  of  Lambton,  St  Si 
Samuel,  and  Ste.  Agnes,  in  the  county  of  Beauce,  which  yon 
ordered  me  to  take  charge  of  once  more. 

I  append  the  statistica  for  those  two  years : 


Number  of  mnDiclpalttles 

«     ■   dUtricta 

"         tchool  boosea 

"         Hchoola  in  operktfon 

■     -     "         PuplU 

A^^ge  atteudance 


Deducting  from  the  increase  of  municipalities  and  pupi 
municipalities  of  the  counties  of  Megantic  and  Beauce,  with  1 
numbering  984,  there  remains  for  the  counties  of  the  district  of 
an  increase,  in  four  years,  of  7  municipalities  and  967  pupils. 

I  shall  now  review  the  school  year  which  ended  on  the  Si 
last. 

Reference  having  been  made,  at  the  beginning  of  this  r< 
great  extent  of  territory  comprised  in  my  district  of  inspection, 
to  give  an  approximate  idea  of  its  extent  and  composition. 

The  judicial  district  of  St.  Francis,  composed  of  the  city  of 
the  counties  of  Compton,  Richmond,  Wolfe,  and  Stanstead,  is,  a 
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ception  of  Stanstead,  comprised  in  my  district.  I  have  also  the  municipalities 
of  Lambton,  Aylmer,  St.  Samuel,  and  Ste.  Agn^s,  in  the  county  of  Beauce, 
and  those  of  Ste.  Sophie  and  St.  Ferdinand,  in  the  county  c^  Megantic. 

In  this  extent  of  country  there  are  about  400  schools  under  the  control 
of  commissioners  and  trustees,  and  of  this  number  there  £^ro  163  within  my 
jurisdiction,  the  others  being  divided  between  my  twoProtestant  colleagues, 
Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Thompson. 

For  each  visit  I  make  to  the  schools  in  my  district,  I  require  to  drive 
1550  miles.  I  cannot  avail  myself  of  the  various  railways  which  traverse 
the  country,  owing  to  the  difficulty  and  very  great  expense  of  getting  a 
Yehicle  at  each  place  to  drive  to  the  several  schools  in  each  municipality. 

During  the  past  year,  fair  general  progress  has  been  made  in  most  of 
th#  schools,  as  you  may  see  by  the  bulletins  for  each  school,  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  forward  you. 

There  has  been  great  improvement  in  the  furniture,  but  there  still  is  a 
great  deal  to  do  before  the  desired  standard  is  reached.  It  is  easy  to  under- 
stand that  it  should  be  so  in  a  country  where  colonization  is  rather  rapid, 
and  where  nothing  has  yet  attained  perfection.  Great  defects  will  continue 
to  exist  in  teaching  as  long  as  teachers  have  not  the  benefit  of  a  few  le^^sons 
in  the  art. 

As  regards  the  teaching  of  grammar,  my  statistical  table  shows  that  I 
insist  upon  making  children  understand  grammar  by  teaching  them 
parsing  trom  the  very  outset.  The  system  of  learning  like  parrots  is 
abolished  whenever  I  discover  it. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  geography,  718,  and  of  pupils  in  history,  796, 
do  not  exactly  balance,  although  these  two  subjects  should  be  studied 
simultaneously  ;  but  the  difference  is  so  slight  that  I  hope  to  have  complete 

success,  in  this  respect,  before  long. 

« 

I  still  hope  to  be  able  to  realize  my  project  of  forming  into  an  associa- 
tion the  teachers  of  both  sexes,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  of  giving 
them,  at  their  meetings,  the  benefit  of  a  short  course  in  the  art  of  teaching. 


The  Catholic  school  board  of  the  city  of  Sherbrooke  has  carried  om 
its  intention  of  endowing  the  city  with  good  school-hoasea.  The  North 
and-EaBt  wards  were  already  provided  with  them  laet  year.  In  the  Central 
ward  a  splendid  new  brick  building  was  opened  this  year.  It  is  Qccapied 
by  seven  Fathers  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  who  have  already  opened  classes  for 
about  three  hundred  papils.  The  upper  story  is  to  be  made  into  achspel, 
where  the  papils  will  attend  religious  services  on  Sundays. 

-  It  is  probable  that  next  year,  each  of  the  schools  in  the  North  and 
East  wards,  will  have  the  advantage  of  having  one  of  the  reverend  Fathers 
to  teach  the  boys  in  those  wards. 

The  board  of  trustees,  of  the  town  of  Eichmond,  have  erected  a 
-handsome  school-house  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  I  hare  no  doubt  that 
those  who  have  shown  so  much  zeal  and  self-sacrifice  in  esta 
school  upon  a  proper  footing,  will  have  th^  right  to  congratulat 
upon  the  results  achieved,  and  that  a  gratifying  success  will 
them  for  their  trouble.  The  upper  story  of  this  building  i 
finished,  and  forms  a  magnificent  hall,  to  be  used  for  the  pub 
tions  of  the  classes.  In  consideration  of  the  payment  of  a  suii 
the  school  board,  the  iS^  Jean  Baptiste  society  is  to  hold 
in  this  hall. 

I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you,  that  sickness,  which  confim 
house  for  six  consecutive  weeks,  last  winter,  interfered  consid 
my  visits  to  the  schools  ;  but  as  this  is  the  first  time,  daring  tl 
years  I  have  been  school  inspector,  hat  I  have  been  delaye( 
cause,  I  think  I  need  not  complain,  and  hope  that  it  will  be  o 

Excellent  results  have  been  obtained  by  introducing  into 
the  journals  and  rolls,  a  plan  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  subn 
Besides  the  facility  which  the  journal  affords  to  inspectors  and 
visitors,  to  see  the  improvement  of  the  pupils,  the  columas  for 
cause  great  rivalry  among  the  pupils,  for  they  famish  the  re< 
standing  during  the  year,  and  regulate  the  distribution  of  th( 

I  have,  this  year,  inaugurated  a  new  system  of  distribt 
-which    consists    in  leaving  In  charge  of  the  teachers,  in  e 
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apon  my  first  visit,  a  certain  number  of  books  to  be  given  out  as  prizes, 
when  my  next  visit  takes  place.  I  keep  my  self  posted  as  to  the  n^ost  needed 
reforms  and  the  requirements  which  should  be  met,  and  I  then  inform  both 
the  teacher  and  the  pupils  of  the  conditions  upon  which  these  prizes  are  to 
be  won. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


M.  T.  STENSON, 
School  Inspector. 


MR.  TETRAULT. 

[Translation.] 

LouiSEViLLE,  Sept.  20,  1882. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools 
in  my  district  of  inspection,  for  the  year  ended  on  the  first  of  July  last. 

I  have  twice  visited  all  the  schools  under  my  control,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  eighteen,  which  I  have  been  unable  to  visit  more  than  once. 

My  grand  statistical  table,  already  sent  you,  shows  a  further  decrease 
in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school  during  the  year.  This  decrease, 
-which  this  year  amounts  to  seventy-two,  relates  exclusively  to  the  pupils 
in  the  higher  institutions. 

There  are  two  model  schools  more  than  last  year ;  that  at  St.  Ursule, 
the  establishment  of  which  has  been  so  long  impeded,  and  the  other  at 
Maskinong6.  The  first  has  given  general  satisfaction,  and  this  has  contri- 
buted greatly  to  cause  the  troubles  attending  its  foundation  to  be  forgotten,and 
to  the  restoration  of  peace  in  the  parish.  The  second,  owing  to  unavoidable 
circumstances,  has  changed  hands  three  times  within  the  year,  and  has  not 
been  able,  in  consequence  of  the  changes,  to  do  all  the  good  expected  of  it. 
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For  the  year  just  begun,  the  services  of  a  young  teacher  have  been  engage^ 
and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  he  ^ill  make  the  school  a  success. 

The  six  other  model  schools  have  continued  to  give  general  satisfaction, 
though  I  must  except  those  of  Louiseville  and  St.  Severe.  The  latter  is  as 
yet  nothing  more  than  a  very  ordinary  primary  school.  However,  I  count 
upon  a  change  for  the  better  being  made.  The  refusal  of  a  grant  from  the 
superior  education  fand,.which  the  municipality  has  deservedly  experienced, 
has  produced  a  good  efiect :  the  teacher  was  immediately  changed,  and  a 
good  teacher,  who  has  been  teaching  several  years,  was  engaged.  As 
to  the  school  at  Louiseville,  it  has  unfortunately  been  neglected  during- 
the  last  six  months,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  pupils  have  absolutely  lost 
their  time,  to  say  nothing  more.  In  this  instance  also,  the  teacher  has  been 
replaced  by  another  of  several  years  standing. 

With*  reference  to  the  primary  schools,  progress  has,  with  some  ex- 
ce^tionSy  been  satisfactory  enough,  if  we  consider  the  slight  encouragement 
which  teachers  receive. 

I  still  find  several  schools  of  an  inferior  class,  that  is  to  say  in  which 
the  only  things  taught  are  reading,  writing,  the  catechism,  and  a  smatter- 
ing of  the  first  four  rules  of  arithmetic.  An  attempt  is  made,  it  is  true,  to 
teach  also  a  little  of  the  other  subjects  on  the  list,  but  it  is  only  a  pretence. 
Such  schools  will  always  exist  so  long  as  it  is  attempted  to  get  teachers  for 
nothing  and  so  long  as  those  tendering  their  services  for  the  lowest  amount 
are  accepted. 

As  regards  writing,  I  no  longer  allow  anybody  to  use  headings  other 
than  the  printed  ones.  In  this  way  satisfactory  progress  is  made  every- 
where, and  I  can  say  that  this  branch  of  education  is  fairly  good,  even  in 
the  most  middling  schools. 

There  is  progress  in  arithmetic,  but  not  as  much  as  could  be  desired 
when  we  consider  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  education,  and  its  use- 
fulness for  everybody  without  exception.  Several  female  teachers,  other- 
wise  educated  and  able,  are  not  sufficiently  up  in  this  subject.  This  is  the 
weak  feature  of  most  of  our  schools  kept  by  female  teachers. 
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With  respect  to  drawing,  work  has  been  bravely  begun  everywhere ; 
and  if  the  endeavors  of  the  teachers  have  not  yet  produced  very  noticeable 
results,  we  should  nevertheless  be  satisfied  with  those  that  have  been  made 
when  we  remember  that  the  majority  of  teachers  had  never  learnt  this 
branch.  There  is  an  increase  of  nearly  one  hundred  in  the  number  of 
pupils  learning  drawing,  and  it  is  taught  better  than  formerly.  • 

A  step  has  been  taken  in  book-keeping,  especially  in  primary  schools ; 
there  is  an  increase  of  nearly  two  hundred  pupils  in  this  branch. 

■  There  is  apparently  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  arithmetic, 
mei^tal  arithmetic  and  agriculture.  The  reason  of  this  difference  is  that  I 
have  been  more  exacting  than  formerly,  and  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to 
include  in  my  statistics,  as  I  used  to  do,  pupils  only  entering  upon  these 
subjects. 

The  schools  are  everywhere,  except  in  some  instances,  supplied  with 
maps,  chalk  and  a  blackboard,  that  indispensable  accessory  to  every  good 
school. 

The  furniture  is  gradually  improving,  and  the  necessary  expenses  for 
this  purpose  are  readily  incurred  ;  but  it  frequently  happens  that  this  fur- 
niture is  constructed  upon  a  badly  devised  model,  and  that  its  usefulness 
is  not  always  proportioned  to  its  cost. 

Six  school-houses  have  been  entirely  rebuilt,  and,  this  time,  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  law.  I  have  put  a  stop  to  the  subterfuge  for 
evading  the  law,  which  consisted  in  buyingready-built  h^u  ses  not  having 
the  required  dimensions 

Ten  other  houses  have  undergone  extensive  repairs.  I  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  circumstance  to  have  them  enlarged,  by  increasing  their 
length  and  height  between  the  floors,  so  as  to  render  them  suitable.  This 
is  not  done  without  giving  rise  to  grumbling  and  discontent ;  but  as  1  am 
not  obliged  to  please  anyone,  I  remain  firm,  and  the  grumblers  finally 
yield.  With  vigilance  and  firmness,  it  would  be  possible  in  a  few  years, 
to  e^ect  the  removal  of  all  those  unhealthy  school-houses  in  which  the 
strongest  teacher  cannot  with  impunity  spend  several  years  in  the  exercise 

of  his  calling. 

10 
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ihers  are  now  paid  regularly  everywhere,  accoi 
ingagement,  that  is  to  say,  twice  a  year.  Bat  he 
I  effected  which,  although  costing  nothing,  won! 
Ivantage  to  the  teachers.  I  mean  to  say  that  te 
■y  two  months,  or  every  month,  as  is  done  in  t 
».  These  useful  servants  of  the  public  receii 
mg  for  it.  The  smallness  of  their  salary  is  an  : 
ing  a  different  system  of  payment  from  that  at  pi 
juired  is  a  little  more  diligence  on  the  part  of  t! 
ing  the  school  taxes  at  the  beginning  of  the  yea 

ils  are  everywhere  as  a  rule  well  supplied  with  ■ 
When  the  Book  Depository  was  established,  U 
of  twenty-one  began  to  supply  books  to  the 
ad  have  continued  this  good  system  with  which 
lost  of  the  other  municipalities  are  content  to  I 
.  them  over  to  the  teachers  to  re-s^  ttf  the  child 
system  is  mnch  to  be  preferred  to  the  other,  bal 
its  utility. 

tly  speaking  I  have  no  longer  any  municipal 
its. 

Secretary-Treasurers  have  kept  their  accounts  he 
h  the  exception  ot  one  whom  I  have  found  to  bi 
if  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  to  whom 
ntion  in  my  bnlletins.  His  sureties  have  had  tc 
e  not  already  done  so  when  my  next  visit  takei 
f  notify  you. 

re  closing  I  will  mention  the  names  of  the  teac! 
e  distinguished  themselves  the  most  during  th 
Maurice  DelSglise,   at  Maskinong^;    G-odfroi  C 

at  Kiviere  da  Loap,  and  Bruno  Chagnon,  at  St 
le  teachers  they  are  Misses  Clara  Btehard,  Fhilc 
asard,  at  Siviere  du  Loup ;  Olive  Lefebvre,  at 
-e,  at  Shawinigan ;  Elise  Daveluy,  at  Fointe  du  Li 

St.  Elie. 


• 


U1 


Such  are  the  remarks  which  I  have  deemed  it  right  to  add  to  the  in- 
formation contained  in  the  bulletins  which  I  transmitted  to  you  during  the 
year. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c,  * 

AMB.  TETEAULT, 

School  Inspector. 


MB.  THOMPSON. 

Leeds,  11th  July,  1882. 
•     Sm, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  enclosed  statistical  table  with  my 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  June  80th,  1882. 

No  great  changes  have  taken  place,  but  I  am  h^ppy  in  being  able  to 
state  that  much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  majority  of  th^  schools  in 
this  ^strict  during  the  year. 

There  were  in  operation  this  year  seventy-nine  schools  attended  by 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pupils ;  one  thousand  and  ninety 
one  boys  and  one  thousand  and  twenty-four  girls.  The  average  attend- 
ance during  the  winter  months  was  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  five. 
Eighteen  of  these  schools  were  kept  open  only  part  of  the  year. 

These  seventy-nine  schools  are  distributed  over  my  district,  as  follows : 
Forty  six  are  in  the  county  of  Megantic  ;  twenty  five  in  Compton ;  three 
in  Wolfe  ;  three  in  Dorchester,  and  two  in  the  county  of  Beauce. 

G-enerally  speaking,  the  teachers  have  been  diligent  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  and  have  in  most  of  the  schools  done  good  work. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  staff*  of  elementary  teachers  in  this  dis- 
trict has  very  much  improved  during  the  last  few  years. 


^  nuniber  of  them  have  been  trained  at  the  Inverness  Academy 
been  ably  conducted  for  the  last  four  years.  A  good  number 
of  the  McGFill  Normal  School. 

improvement  is  largely  owing  to  the  amended  regulations  for 
iiplomas  by  the  different  Boards  of  Examiners. 

lid  wish  to  see  yet  another  reform  in  these  regulations  and  one 
i  recommended  by  the  .convention  of  Protestant  teachers  lately 
lerbrooke :  that  the  written  papers  of  the  different  candidates 
examined  and  decided  upon  by  a  central  committee  and  not  by 
I  as  heretofore. 

are  in  this  district  eleven  male  teachers  and  sixty-eight  femalt 
They  are  all  with  only  one  exception  provided  with  diplomas 

ichool-houses  in  this  district  are  being  considerably  improved 
nt  one  has  been  lately  built  in  the  municipality  of  Inverness. 

Ichool  Commissioners  of  this  municipality  have  also  furnishec 
lis  with  the  improved  patent  seats.  I  trust  that  other  Boards  ol 
mmissioners  will  follow  their  example  before  the  ATnirn-tion  of 
ar.  I  have  still  to  regret  that  the  elementary  scho 
lied  with  maps,  without  which  geography  cani 
It. 

are  four  superior  schools  in  this  district,  viz  :  The 
illage,  Maple  G-rove  and  Scotstown,  and  the  acad 


not  consider  it  necessary  to  examine  these  schoi 
>een  inspected  and  reported  by  professor  Weir,  insj 
L  academies. 

est  elementary  schools  in  this  district  are  those 
array  and  Miss  Catherine  McKillop,  of  Invern* 
I  Misses  Mary  Kerr,  Margaret  Allan  and  Mary  A 
liiss  Margaret  Ross,  of  Tingwick,  and  Miss  Ann 
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By  special  request  I  visited  the  Protestant  school  on  the  Kennebec 
road,  municipality  of  liniere,  on  the  14th  of  January  last.  I  have  already 
sent  yon  a  report  of  this  school. 

■ 

I  have  also  been  authorized  to  inspect  once  a  year  the  Protestant  schools 
of  the  county  of  Lotbiniere.  I  will  make  this  inspection  as  soon  as  i>06sible 
4Uid  rei)ort  to  you. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  of  education  as 
compared  with  last  year. 


Number  of  municipalities 

*<  schools  in  operation 

.   <«  Pupils 

Ayerage  attendance 

Number  of  pupils  writing 

■ 

«  learning  Arithmetic 

**  «         Mental  Arithmetic 

"  <<         Book-keeping .... 

^  ,  <*         Mathematics 

u  *<         Mensuration 

**  «         English  Qraihmar. 

a  M         French          " 

M  "         Analysis •  ... 

a  u         Composition 

"  "         Oeogmphy 

^*    .  "         History 

'•  "         Drawing 

dumber  of  dissentient  schools 

«  Pupils 

Average  attendance , 


1880-Sl 


20 

77 

2111 

1649 

1373 

1305 

760 

173 

62 

16 

668 

64 

144 

367 

806 

702 

145 

10 

236 

176 


1881-82 


20 

79 

2115 

1606 

1417 

1348 

993 

110 

81 

36 

686 

70 

172 

378 

816 

642 

43 

8 

209 

140 


Increase. 


2 
4 


54 

43 

233 


19 
21 
18 
16 
28 


10 


Decrease. 


44 


63 


60 

102 

2 

26 

36 


B7  referring  to  the  above  statement  yon  will  see  that 
are  more  schools  in  operation  this  year  than  last,  the  avei 
has  diminished. 

This  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  epidemii 
townships  of  Leeds  and  Inverness  which  necessitated  the  c] 
of  the  schools  for  some  time. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  number  of  papila  studying 
metic  this  year  has  increased  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety  t 
hundred  and  thirty  three  over  the  number  given  last  year. 

The  number  studying  drawing  has  decreased  since  h 
hundred  and  two. 

Very  few  of  the  teachers  care  to  teach  drawing  in  the: 
having  never  learned  it  themselves. 

Hoping  that  the  foregoing  along  with  the  statistical  r< 
tins  of  inspection  will  be  sufficient  to  give  a  good  idea  of 
schools  in  this  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 
^  WM.  THOM 
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MR.  TREMBLAY. 


[Translation,] 


\  County  of  Q-Aspfi, 

Ste.  AofiLAiDE  DE  Pabos,  August  21,  1882. 

SlE, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  education  in  the 
county  of  Gaspe  for  the  two  half  years  of  1881-82. 

The  school  year  just  ended  has  been  devoted  by  me  exclusively  to 
caring  for  and  looking^  after  the  schools,  especially  in  that  almost  imprac- 
ticable  j^ortion  of  the  coast  between  Fox  River  and  Ste.  Anne  dos  Monts, 
one  hundred  miles,  where  the  school-houses  can  be  built  and  kept  open 
only  by  continual  self  sacrifice  and  abnegation  on  the  part  of  the  missionary 
and  a  few  rare  persons.  I  do  not  complain  in  my  own  interest,  or  for  my 
own  future,  which  cannot  be  a  long  one ;  but  I  do  complain  most  strongly, 
as  I  am  bound  to  do,  with  regard  to  all  those  children,  deprived  of  means, 
deprived  of  schools,  wallowing  in  lamentable  ignorance,  all  for  the  love 
of  a  few  dollars  which  it  is  urgent  not  to  take  away,  but  to  add  to  the 
-  supplementary  aid  fund,  by  which  means  the  number  of  schools,  instead 
of  diminishing,  would  increase  in  proportion  to  the  most  immediate  wants. 
Besides,  the  books  approved  of  would  be  uniformly  distributed.  The 
Book  Depository  had  indeed  a  tendency  to  uniformity,  but  being  unpo* 
pular,  it  was  suddenly  done  away  with  before  maturity.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  certain  corporations  will  show  their  preference  for  the  abolished  sys- 
tem by  purchasing  their  books  themselves  ;  but  after  all,  each  of  them,  if 
not  each  rate-payer,  will  always  have  a  separate  book-seller  or  merchant. 
^  At  the  present  moment  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  a  good  number  of  schools 
where  pupils,  equally  advanced  and  sufficiently  supplied  with  books, 
cannot  read  together ;  each  of  them  is  taught  almost  separately. 

For  many  reasons,  I  would  view  with  satisfaction  the  appointment 


'  general,  who  woald  share,  inquire  into,  and,  iJ 
ors  of  the  special  inspector. 

snt  that  school  boarde  might  be  advantageons 
era,  a  most  iudicions  wa^  of  simplifying  the  alrei 
ry  of  the  administration  and  making  it  more  raj 
( authority. 

rence  to  your  last  circular  to  inspectors,  concern 
m  of  the  engagement  of  teachers,  I  have  caused  a 
several  copies  to  be  distributed  in  each  mnnlcipi 
<  secretaries  to  carefully  preserve  these  instruct 
Bir  respective  corporations  for  reference  when 
)  main  purpose  of  this  circular  is,  in  so  far  as  is 
merous  difficulties,  even  the  suits  which  arise  w 
connection  with  engagements. 

irm  of  engagement  (6  years)  would  necessarily  h 
ade  with  a  teacher  who  has  the  proper  vocation 

acquisition ;  at  all  events  the  proposal  has  in  i 
rm  :  that  of  causing  corporations  to  be  more  in  es 
igagements  which  would  then  be  an  act  of  high 
ning  articles,  the  corporations  would  doubtless, 
istakes,  have  the  good  sense  to  be  guided  either 
cipals  and  professors  of  Normal  schools.  Beside 
that  teachers  usually  come  provided  with  a  dl 

possession  of  the  necessary  scientific  attainmen 
much  as  authority  can  do  ;  but  it  is  far  from  tl 
which  make  and  mark  the  true  teacher :  knoi 
ting  it. 

ipon  receipt  of  the  little  sheet  styled  tEnseignenu 
ows  to  the  secretaries  of  municipalities  :  "  I  her 
ill  let  me  know  which  of  your  teachers  he 
agerness  that  useful  and  unassuming  little  pape 
«.  For  a  reason  very  readily  understood,  I  partit 
ed  of  this  undoubtedly  important  movement.  Cei 


IT,    looking  ftt  the  eminently   iiseftil   and  serious  side  of  • 
lo  woald,  under  pretence  of  economy,  decline  to  receire  this 
iblication," 

[nalifications  on  the  part  of  teachers,  is  the  great  danger. 

nbt  that  this  is  the  principal  cause  of  irregnlar  attendance, 

I         almost  tbe  sole  cause  of  deserted  schools.     "Whoever  the  author,  whatever 

it  is  he,  the  teacher,  the  living  book  who  speaks  and 

d  complete  reading ;  who  is  preeminently  the  physical, 

moral   teacher,   the  school  par  excellence.    In  a  word, 

>us  preparatory  work  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  there  is 

itained,  complaints  inevitably  follow,  and  a  reputation  is 

mal  schools  strive  with  increased  zeal  to  inculcate  this 

of  pupil-teachers. 

bulletins  of  inspection,  and  especially  a  regular  corres- 
•ort  of  this  report,  will,  I  hope,  make  amends  for  its 

ve  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  ' 

THOMAS  TREMBLAY, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  VIEN. 
( Translation.) 


Lattzon,  Angast 


honor  to  submit  my  animal  report  for  my  dietri 
statistical  table. 

by  this  table  that  there  is  an  increase  of  184  in 
ttended  school  daring  the  year.  Comparing  it  v 
obtain  the  following  results  for  the  most  import) 
arricnlnm : 


1880-81 

1881-82 

lOTO 
3900 
33G 
706 
3119 
683 
646 

1578 
1304 
331 S 
343 

en 

336S 

69S 
681 

Teaching. 

he  religions  communities  in  my  district  have  giv 
Q  these  institations,  the  subjects  composing  the 
cons  and  well  taught ;  the  motto  adopted  being 
ribed  in  the  most  conspicaouB  place  in  every  sch 
d  theu  learn. 


Another  of  these  m6titutioDa,ha8  been  opened  this  year,  at  St.  George 
d'Anbert  Gallion.  It  is  a  large  and  epacioos  edifice,  consiBting  of  the  rtiain 
'building  and  two  wings,  bnilt  of  white  brick  and  snrmonnted  by  a  French 
roof  covered  with  tin. 

I  have  already  had  occasion  to  famish  details  of  the  curricnlom  there 
followed.     As  stated  in  my  bnlletins,  I  was  fairly  astonished  at  the  pro-  ■ 
greas  made  dnring  the  year.    Instrnction  and  edacation  walk  hand  in 
hand,  and  I  am  happy  to  offer  my  most  sincere  congratnlations  to  the 
reverend  ladies  who  condnct  this  school. 

In  the  primary  schools  in  my  district,  except  in  a  limited  nnmber  of 
cases,  progress  has  been  slower  and  sometimes  there  has  been  none.  ..The . 
system  of  reciting  by  heart,  without  explanations  either  before  or  after,  is 
still  favored  by  too  many  female  teachers ;  everything  for  memory  and 
nothing  for  intelligence.  "What  a  diflference  there  is  between  the  results 
obtained  by  a  lesson  of  this  kind  and  by  one  given  according  to  the  most 
rational  and  natnral  principles.  Taking  grammar  in  particular,  I  shall  cite 
p    the  opinion  of  Messrs  Brouard  et  Defodon  with  respect  to  the  teaching 


in  in  grammar  comprises :  lo.  recitation  of  the  rule  or 
oed  by  the  teacher  during  the  preceding  lesson  ;  2o.  cor- 
ercise  then  given  ;  So.  giving  out  of  the  next  lesson  ;  4o. 

teacher  to  assure  himself  that  hia  explanations  have  been  . 

giving  out  or  dictation  of  the  exercise." 

e  always  corrected  on  the  black-board "    Therefore, 

bsolutely  necessary  to  make  teaching  bear  fruit,  only  one 
lamely,  recitation. 

>f  primary  education,"  says  Mr,  Gr^ard,  "is  first  of  all, 
■x>  inculcate  a  certain  number  of  positive  notions,  without 
a  himself,  as  has  been  said,  outside  the  pale  of  humanity, 
i  also,  at  the  same  time,  to  form  and  develop  the  common 
1  nature  of  the  child ;  common  sense,  by  the  exercise  of 
iwers,  his  moral  nature,  by  cultivating  all  the  good  feel- 


h  instincts,  of  which  God  has  placed  the  gem^  in  his 


ue  impofiBible  that  the  common  sense  and  moral  natare 
sver  be  developed  by  means  of  a  mere  recitation,  often 

I  must  be  educated,"  said  another  friend 
tir  will,  if  necessary ;  this  is  the  philosoper' 
•ovince,"  But  how  are  we  to  succeed  in  ei 
hose  who  are  charged  with  the  formation  of  i 
e  not  fitted  for  their  sublime  mission  ?  Ii 
all  reforms  to  be  effected. 


School  Houses. 

jer  of  school  houses  are  not  comfortable ;  the 
f  them  are  unhealthy  ;  and  it  grieves  me  to  i 
are  required,  many  of  the  school  corp 
by-laws  passed  by  the  Council  of  Public  1 
giene.  When  it  is  feared  that  the  grant  ' 
rtment,  the  rate  payers  are  invited  to  erect  1 
in  is  executed  as  soon  as  it  is  conceived, 


School  Furnitdrb.  * 

provement.  It  is  composed  of  a  few  forms  w 
a  black-board,  and  it  is  only  by  suspending 
to  obtain  some  reforms. 


Payment  of  Teachers. 

aicipaUties,  the  commissioners  still  pay  the 
latter  cannot  complain,  for  that  would  be  en 


if  education  needs  many  reforms  ;  what  did 


157 


the  organization  of  schools  has  become  a  useless  and  inoperative  piece  of 
machinery,  and,  as  a  friend  of  education,  I  venture  to  hope  that  the 
Grovemment  adopting  the  good  advice  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  also  taking  advantage  of  the  great  experience  which  you  have  acquired 
during  many  years  spent  in  the  service  of  the  province,  will  remodel  our 
school  laws  so  as  secure  to  the  people  prosperity  and  comfort  at  the  same 
time  as  knowledge. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 


a.  S.  VIEN, 

School  Inspector. 


i  m>m. 
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APPENDIX  No.  II 


NORMAL  SCHOOLS 


LATAL   NOKMAL   SCHC 


[JVemslaiion.] 

BiR. 

I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  my  report  on  the  Laval  Normal 

One  hnndred  and  fourteen  pupils  followed  the  coarse  daring 
year  1881-82,  namely : 

'  41  male  pnpil-teachers,  10  of  whom  were  day-boerdc 
66  femaie  pupil-teachers. 

114 

In  the  deputment  of  the  male  pnpil-teadieni,  42  finished  tb 
4  in  the  academy, 
19  in  the  first  division, 
19  in  the  second  division. 

42 

Of  this  number  SO  received  diplomas : 

4  for  academies, 
16  for  model  schools, 
10  for  primary  schools. 


I 

i 
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In  the  department  of  female  pupil-teachers,  51  finished  the  year. 

28  in  the  first  division, 
23  in  the  second  division. 

'61 
Of  this  number,  61  received  diplomas. 

28  for  model  schools, 
23  for  primary  schools. 

61 

To  resume : 

114  pupils  attended  the  school, 
93  finished  the  year,  ~  *" 

81  received  diplomas : 
4  for  academies, 
44  for  model  schools, 
38  for  primary  schools. 

81 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  two  children  attended  the  model  schools 
attached. 

116  boys, 
217  girls. 

832 

During  the  year  we  have  continued  to  practise  the  principles  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  explaining  in  my  previous  reports  and  which  may  be 
resumed  as  follows :  The  education  of  children  by  the  development  of  their 
faculties,  and  the  development  of  their  faculties  by  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge. 


Amongst  the  facnlties  with  which  the  soul  of  man  has  been  endowed  , 
by  the  Creator,  there  are  two  whose  development  has  been  oar  specifti 
care  and  nnwearied  attention  ;  I  mean  the  intelligence  and  the  will. 

Man  in  common  with  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdom  ])aB  all  the  j 
advantages  of  physical  life  ;  like  the  former  he  has  intemi 
senses  by  means  of  which  he  becomes  aware  of  singular 
things.  But  he  has  hie  own  proper  faculties  which  complet' 
him  from  them,  and  these  facnlties  are  the  qualitieB  of  his  n 
The  teacher  must  always  keep  these  in  view,  for  eduoatios 
these  two  points.  The  soul  may  be  compared  to  an  ellipse,  I 
of  which  are  the  mind  and  heart. 

The  development  of  these  two  faculties  did  not  require  th 
of  labor,  for,  as  a  rule,  when  our  pupils  come  to  us,  these  tv 
not  evenly  balanced  ;  moral  development  has  surpassed  that 
which  is  sometimes  tardy. 

This,  however,  is  easy  to  understand.  On  the  one  hi 
who  are  sent  ub  every  year  belong  to  truly  christian  fam 
been  brought  up  in  the  midst  of  a  highly  religions  populatic 

The  words  of  the  priest  are  sacred  to  them  and  to  those 
them,  and  as  it  always  encourages  to  do  good  it  naturally  fol 
education  is  above  all  a  moral  one.  It  is  on  this  account 
admitted  to  the  Normal  school,  where  they  cannot  enter  i 
ficate  of  good  moral  conduct  signed  by  the  curi  himself  H 
to  assist  this  happy  impulse,  commenced  in  the  bosom  of 
school  and  at  church,  and  give  it  day  by  day  a  firmer  and  m< 
character. 

The  salutary  impressions  which  the  heart  receive  in 
easily  transformed  into  conscientious  and  enlightened  pracli 

On  the  other  hand,  notwithstanding  the  incontestable 
by  our  schools  since  some  years,  it  is  none  the  less  true  that : 
at  .least,  the  development  of  the  intellect  is  still  sacrificed 
memory. 
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The  child  learns  but  does  not  understand ;  he  is  made  to  repeat  the 
book  by  rote  and  is  never  taught  to  think.    History,  geography,  grammar 
and  even  arithmetic  are  frequently  taught  in  this  manner,  but  fortunately^ 
there  is  a  tendency  to  improvement  in  this  respect. 

We  are  thus  frequently  compelled  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  mind,  and  in  this  we  do  not  use  the  pupils'  memory  only. 
Conversation,  reading,  reading  orally  chiefly,  composition,  exercising  the 
intellect,  thought,  reflection,  argument,  such  are  the  principal  means  we 
employ. 

When  I  speak  of  the  cultivation  of  the  ;mind,  I  do  not  mean  only 
that  vivacity  which  delights  in  witticisms,  happy  sayings  and  ingenious 
expressions,  but  rather  that  aptness  to  understand,  to  seize,  to  judge,  which 
betrays  a  well-balanced  and  well-cultivated  mind.  Reflection,  attention, 
good  sense  have  to  be  opposed  to  impressions,  chiefly  in  the  case  of  young 
girls. 

Since  we  are  compelled  to  attend  to  their  education  also,  I  may  perhaps 
we  i>ermitted  to  cite  the  words  of  one  of  the  most  competent  men  in  this 
matter,  who  has  written  one  of  his  finest  works  on  the  subject,  I  mean 
the  Lettres  sur  r^ducation  desfilles,  by  Mgr.  Dupanloup  : 

9 

"  The  nature  of  young  girls  being  as  it  is,  feeble,  weak,  light,  and  chan- 
geable, everything  in  their  education  must  be  firm,  serious,  grave  and 
generous ;  in  a  word  everything  should  tend  to  make  them  serious  women. 
Their  goodness,  devotedness,  affection  and  tenderViess  must  not  be  over- 
looked, but  weakness  and  affectation,  vanity  and  frivolity  must  not  be 
allowed  to  enter  their  minds. 

"  Above  all  theirj  good-sense,  their  reason,  firmness  of  purpose  and  of 
character  must  be  formed 

''  Beason,  reflection,  attention,  perseverance  are  too  often  forgotten  in 
the  education  of  girls 

"  They  are  hardly  taught  anything  serious  or  solid  or  anything  of  a 
nature  to  form  their  reason  or  their  judgment. 


"  There  is  only  one  remedy  for  this  evil,  and  that  is  in  all  1 
stitnte  reason  and  reflectipn  to  impressiTeness  and  curiosity,  i 
active  faith  to  saperficial  piety. 

"  In  teaching  girls  their  studies  too  much  attention  is  free 
to  cultivating  their  memory,  and  their  natural  mechanical  a] 
often  developed  when  teaching  them  the  fine  arts.  But  ab( 
intellect  is  not,  seriously  cultivated.  In  many  convents,  re 
Christian  instruction  is  not  imparted  and  superficial  piety  is  tl 

"  What  is  wanting  in  female  teachers,  and,  consequently, 
cation  they  give  is  not  so  much  the  extent  of  knowledge  as  s 
mind.  Very  often  in  fact,  in  good  convents,  memory  alone 
and  judgment  ie  neglected.  It  would  seem  as  if  women  did  n 
have  sense,  bo  little  heed  is  paid  to  cultivating  in  them  the  fi 
soning  correctly  and  yet  it  is  the  only  one  which  teaches  them  i 
Young  girls  are  taught  a  multitude  of  things,  bat  nothing  s 
serious." 

Here  the  author  quotes  Madame  de  Maintenon  who^says  : 
for  our  daughters  to  know  fewer  thii^  and  to  understand  th 
the  teachers  should  pay  more  attention  to  forming  their  judgi 
over-burdening  their  memory." 

"  In  the  best  of  convents,"  continues  Monseignenr  Dupe 
education  of  the  mind  is  very  trivial.  Many  words  are  dri' 
children's  heads,  and  but  little  light  is  allowed  to  enter  their  i 
intellect  is  not  ezcercised.     Their  memory  is  filled  with  a  cru( 

gested  mass The  letter  and  not  the  spirit  is  taught.  I  fee] 

ing  very  soMy  for  I  am  touching  very  sensitive  wounds  ;  but 
hide  them,  if  we  wish  to  cure  them  ?  Is  it  not  true  that  mani 
impressionable  rather  than  reasonable  ?  That  is  because  in  thei 
tion  their  reason  did  not  receive  that  cultivation  and  was  n< 
that  discipline  which  would  have  enabled  it  to^enlighten  the 
and  guide  their  imagination.    Their  education  has  been  a  failt 

I  must  pause ;  for  I  might  as  well  quote  the  whole  of  this 
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in  which  the  eloquent  Bishop,  in  order  to  remove  certain  apprehensions, 

endeavors  to  prove  that  "  to  cultivate  and  develop  reason  is  not  a  sin  against 

faith,  but  that  on  the  contrary  it  is  a  religious  duty,  a  compulsory  duty 

which  v^omen  must  realize  as  their  intellectual  vocation  as  well  as  their 

* 
moral,  christian  and  religious  vocation  and  that  in  which  the  intellect, 

through  their  fault,  is  found  wanting,  will  be  cast  up  to  them  at  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  Grod." 

To  what  extent  the  reproaches  )Monseigneur  Dupanloup  addresses  to 
the  institutions  of  his  country,  in  which  too  much  heed  is  paid  to  memory 
to  the  detriment  of  the  intellect,  are  deserved,  I  am  unable  to  say ;  but 
what  can  be  easily  understood  is  that  he  considers  the  cultivation  of  the 
mind  to  be  of  extreme  importance  and  good  sense  and  reason  to  be  the  basis 
of  all  really  enlightened  education. 

I  am  happy  to  add,  and  the  reports  I  have  already  sent  you  corroborate 
my  assertion,  that  in  the  performance  of  our  duties  we  endeavor  to  follow 
the  path  traced  by  Monseigneur  Dupanloup,  and  that,  with  him,  amongst 
the  faculties  which  the  teacher  must  know  how  to  cultivate,  we  consi- 
der the  most  important  to  be  the  intellect,  the  will,  the  mind  and  the 
heart. 

One  day  a  youth  came  to  Poriwra,  the  celebrated  professor  of  singing 
and  asked  him  as  a  favor  to  be  admitted  to  the  number  of  his  disciples. 
After  questioning  him,  Porpora  accepted  him  and  exacted  only  one  condi- 
tion, that  he  should  unhesitatingly  and  blindly  submit  to  such  vocal  studies 
as  he  might  require  of  him. 

The  master  then  placed  in  the  hands  of  his  pupil  two  sheets  of  music 
containing  scales  and  exercises. 

A  year,  two-years,  the  pupil  spent  over  the  two  everlasting  pages ; 
Porpora  then  added  some  grace-notes.  At  the  end  of  the  third  year  the 
pupil,  discouraged  and  deeming  his  time  all  lost,  prepared  to  take  leave  of 
his  master,  when  the  latter  said  :  "  Go,  my  son,  you  are  now  the  greatest 
singer  in4he  world."    He  spoke  the  truth,  for  the  singer  was  ]|^rinelli. 


The  sonl  is  a  book  -which,  no  donbt,  contains  a  great  nnmber  of  pftges; 
but  there  are  two  which,  as  it  were,  resTune  all  the  others  :  the  mind  and 
the  heart.  It  is  by  studying  these  two  p^es  with  perseverance  that  the 
teacher  may  become,  in  his  way,  as  great  as  was  Farinelli  in  his. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


P.  LAaACi:,  Priest, 

PrincipaL 
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JACQUES-CARTIER  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


[Translation.] 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  and  progress  of  the 
Jacques  Cartier  Normal  School  for  the  school  year  1881-82. 

I.    • 

Daring  the  year  we  admitted  78  pupil-teachere(J  an  increase  of  two 
over  last  year  ;  it  is  also  the  greatest  number  we  have  had  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  school  in  1857. 

Of  this  number  there  were  : 

« 

47  old  pupils. 
81  new  pupils. 

8  who  had  been  teachers. 

1  who  had  been  in  holy  orders. 

9  pupil-teachers  who  had  diplomas  from  the  Normal  school. 
8  who  had  received  them  elsewhere. 

They  were  divided  into  classes  as  follows : 

Academy  Class,  6. 
Model  School  Class,  27. 
Primary  School  Class,  16. 
Preparatory  Class,  29. 


«    11. 

As  iu  previous  years  several  papils  left  school  witboat  finishing  the 
coarse ;  four  had  found  good  places  as  teachers ;  two  or  three  required 
rest ;  the  others  did  not  appear  to  have  any  liking  for  teaching.  Notwith- 
standing this  decrease,  about  sixty  pupils  were  present  at  the  end  of  the 
course. 

III. 

After  the  nsual^'examinations  we  had  : 

1.  For  Academy  diplomas,  2  candidates. 

2.  For  Model  school  diplomas,  16  candidates, 
S.  For  Primary  school  diplomas,  6  candidates. 

Making  a  total  of  24  diplomas.  Last  year  we  had  29  candidates.  The 
difference  is  chiefly  in  the  Primary  School  Glass,  which  was  much  more 
numerous  last  year  than  this. 

The  pupils  who  received  model  school  and  primary  sch 
have  almost  all  asked  to  be  allowed  to  continue  their  stud 
exception  of  3  who  have  obtained  schools,  one  who  requires  : 
who  wish  to  enter  holy  orders. 

17. 

As  before  I  have  to  congratulate  myself  upon  the  zeal  of 
the  good  will  and  work  of  the  pupils,  especially  of  those  wb 
pleted  the  whole  year's  cours'.'. 


The  4th  of  March  last  was  the  twenty  fifth  anniversary  oi 
of  the  Jacques  Cartier  Normal  School.  We  might,  following 
of  several  institutions,  have  celebrated  the  event  by  f^les  ; 
their  greatest  charm  and  solemnity  from  the  family  gath 
'  friends,  masters  and  scholars  ;  but  1  thought  we  could  adopt  a 
manner  of  celebrating  our  anniversary  by  drawing  up  a  h 
Jacques  Cartier  Normal  School. 
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Facts  and  figures  are  the|be8t  means  of  satisfying  the  just  expectations 

of  some  and  caM^ng  the  anxiety  of  otheif^  while  they  afford  convincing 
proof  that  the  Government  has  no  cause  to  regret  the  sacrifices  it  has  made 
for  primary  instruction,  and  that  the  progress  it  has  stipulated  to  has  been 
felt  even  in  the  higher  schools. 

Still,  twenty  five  years  are  a  very  short  period  for  the  influence  of  a 
Normal  iScTiool  to  be  felt  by  the  whole  population,  or  even  by  a  single 
parish. 

The  children  taught  by  ourlfirst  pupils  are  barely  thirty  five  years  old 
now  and  have  hardly  begun  to  hold  any  prominent  position  amidst  their 
foUow-citizens. 

It  is  therefore  not  asking  too  much  to  request  that  ten  years  more  be 
allowed  to  elapse  before  we  can  expect  to  see  throughout  the  country  a 
general  taste  for  instruction  combined  with  that  enlightened  zeal  which 
endeavors  to  secure  the  best  of  teachers.  In  any  case  the  happy  results 
which  a  retrospective  glance  brings  to  our  notice  cannot  but  satisfy  the 
most  exacting  of  our  friends. 

As  soon  as  my  work  is  completed  I  will  have  the  honor  of  sending  it 
to  you. 

VI. 

I  continue  to  devote  J[my  attention  to  the  collections  which  we  have 
commenced.  I  see  them  increase,  slowly  it  is  true,  but  without  inter- 
ruption, chiefly  by  gifts  and  by  exchanges  The  Library  has  received  from 
the  Honorable  Mr.  Chauveau,  its  founder,  and  Mr.  Oherrier,  dean  of  the  fa- 
culty of  Law,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  D.  Ricard,  adyocate,  gifts  of  books  and  papers 
which  complete  series  very  difficult  to  form.  Mr.  Lechevalier  has  given 
us  quite  a  considerable  number  of  skins  of  rare  birds. 

In  order  to  preserve  ihese  things  and  keep  the  museum  in  proper 
order,  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  confide  the  care  and  superintend- 
ence thereof  to  one  of  the  professors.  Such  a  step  would  be  one  of  eco- 
nomy. 


VII. 

I  miiBt  again  call  your  attention  to  the  state  of  the  tower  of 
School.  It  continues  to  sink  into  the  gionnd  and  lean  over 
tible  degree.  At  the  same  time  the  windows,  doors  and  sti 
settling  considerably  and  this  damage  mnst  absolntely  be  rep 
year.  This  is  a  source  of  continual  expense,  to  say  nothing  o 
Tenience  caosed  by  the  cold  which  penetrates  between  each  e 
front  of  the  building. 

VIII. 

As  I  had  the  honor  of  stating  last  year  the  attached  school 
trise  8l-  Pierre  continues  to  be  attended  by  a  great  number  t 
S90  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  attendance  was  nevi 
242.  Those  who  go  through  the  whole  course  have  no  tronbh 
good  situations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Soc, 

H.  A.  B.  VER 


cGILL  NOEMAL  SCHOOL. 


Montreal,  July,  1882. 


,Ye  the  honor  of  piesenting  my  report  of  the  twenty-fifth  Session  of 
the  McGill  Normal  School. 

We  admitted  into  the  school  daring  the  past  Session  136  papils,  69  of 
these  were  from  Montreal,  and  77,  a  larger  portion  than  nsnal,  from  coontry 
districts. 

Nine  pupils  joined  the  Academy  class,  44  the  Model  School  class,  and 
83  the  Elementary  School  class.    Two  pnpils  numbered  among  the  Academy 
ity  Graduates,  who  entered  the  school  for  the  purpose 
ademy  diploma  according  to  the  usual  regulations. 

F  the  students  of  the  past  year,  98  underwent  the  final 
[  was  able  at  the  close  of  the  Session,  to  recommend  to 
ilfilled  all  the  engagements  required  of  those  entitled  to 
ool  diplomas.  Of  these  9  obtained  Academy  diplomas 
jlomas,  and  52  Elementary  School  diplomas. 

8,  added  to  those  of  former  Sessions,  will  increase  the 
r  the  teachers  of  the  Province,  to  1496. 

8  of  the  institution  who  received  diplomas  last  year,  81 
med  to  the  school  for  a  higher  certificate,  27  obtained 
'  obtaining  their  diplomas,  and  I  have  every  reason  to 


believe  that  the  remainder,  by  this  time,  are  engaged  as  teachers  in  scl 
in  the  Province. 

No  circamstance  occurred  during  the  Session,  deserving  of  parti 
notice.  Of  the  large  number  of  young  persons  who  entered  the  institi 
for  the  purpose  of  fitting  themselves  for  positions  as  teachers,  we  wer 
abled  to  select  a  large  proportion  who  appeared  to  be  well  adapted  fo 
profession  ;  and  I  trust  that  the  results,  in  the  future,  will  be  in  every  way  1 
beneficial  to  themselves,  aad  to  those  entrusted  to  their  guidance. 

The  teachers  of  the  Model  Schools,  connected  with  the  Normal  School 
were,  as  usual,  unremitting  in  their  endeavors  to  make  their  work  condn- 
ciye  to  the  training  of  our  students,  and  in  this  respect  I  feel  bound  to  say 
they  were  very  successful. 

Professor  Hicks  still  retains  the  position  of  Head  Master  of  the  Boy's 
School,  besides  lecturing  to  the  Normal  School  classes  on  History  and 
English  G-rammar. 

Miss  Swallow  has  charge  of  the  Girl's  Model  School,   and  Miss  Derick       | 
of  the  Primary  School.  ' 

I  have  made  use  of  all  the  time  at  my  disposal  during  tt 
visit  the  Model  Schools,  in  order  to  ascert&in,  as  far  as  possibl 
for  the  teaching  profession  of  those  who  come  under  our  dir 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  are  few  who  enter  our 
are  not  specially  adapted  for  the  path  of  life  which  they  havt 
select.  I  am  sorry  to  add,  however,  that  eleven  hours  a  week 
besides  the  other  duties  which  devolve  upon  me,  prevent  me  ft 
I  would  wish  to  do  in  this  respect.  I  have  ^ain  to  thank  e 
the  professors  who  aided  me  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  . 
.success  of  the  past  Session,  which  depended  so  much  upon  t 
must  be  as  agreeable  to  them  as  it  is  to  me. 

The  Ministers  of  rehgion  attended  most  regularly  to  the  c 
they  had  consented  to  meet  every  Thursday  in  each  week,  a 
speak  too  highly  of  the  interest  which  these  gentlemen  alwa; 
in  the  future  usefulness  of  our  students. 


School  Committee,  and  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Dawson,  had 
iubjecta,  connected  with  the  institution,  brought  before 
Session,  to  which,  as  ia  always  the  case,  they  gave  most 

urn,  Honourable  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  HICKS, 

Principal 
jhool, 

aly  7th.  1882. 
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TABLE  B. 

Tabli  indicating  each  District  of  inspection,  the  reBidence  and  talMj  of  tbe  In«p«ctDri 


Name  of  inspector  and  of  iiig  districl 


1,   J.  N.  A.  Arcliiunbaalt,  (1)  counties  of  Richeliea,  VerchfircB 

and  Chambly 

2    D.  BS^o,  count;  of  Rimonski  and  part  of  the  county  of  Gaept 

^    F.  F.  B^land,  cuQuty  of  Lotbini^re  and  part  of  the  county 

of  Megantic 

4  J.  E.  Belcouct,  counties  of  Nicolet  and  Yamaska 

5  C.  Bouchard,  counties  of  Knmouraska,  Tfmiscouala  k  I'letet 

6  C.  Brault,  counties  of  Jacques-Cartitr,  SouIaageB  AVandreuil 

T    E.  Carrier,  counties  of  Dutchester  and  L^vis 

6    J.  B.  DelAge,  port  of  Bagot  and  counties  of  Rouviile  and  St 

Hyacinihe 

9    A.  D.  Dorval,  (2)  counties  of  Montcalm  and  L'Assomption. 

0  A.  Fontaine,  counties  of  Berthicr  and  Joliette 

1  Rhv.  H.  U.  Fotherglll,  protestant  population  of  the  City 

and  county  of  Quebec 

2  A.  Gay,  catholic  population  of  the  counties  of  Ottawa  and 

Pontiac 

3  h.  Qrondin,  counties  of  Beauharnoia,   Laprairie  and  Ch&- 

tcaugusy,  excepting  tbe  protestant  schools  of-Ormstown 
and  St.  Jtan-Chrysoat6me 

4  H.  Euhbard,  proteslant  schools  of  the  counties  of  Slanstead, 

Richmond,  Compton,  k  part  of  Drummond  t  Arthabaska 

.6  F.  E.  Juneau,  part  of  the  county  of  Portneu^  and  catholic 
population  of  the  City  of  Qucljec 

.6    Z.  O.H.I»marche,  countiesofNapierville,Ibcrville&8t. Ji 

.  7    D.  Lefubvre,  county  of  Champlaiu  and  part  ol  Portneiif. . . 

.8    L.  N.  LevcB(|ue,  counties  of  Arthabaska  and  Drummond. 

.9    L.  Lucier,  connty  of  Bonaventure , 

!0  E6t.  W.  G.  Lyster,  protestant  schools  of  the  counties  of 
Oaspii  and  Bonaventure   

!1  B.  Hagrath,  protestjiat  schools  of  vbe  counties  of  Ottawa 
and  Pontiac 

12  J.  McGregor,  county  ot  Huntingdon,  part  of  Chiteanguay 
and  Argentcuil,  and  protestant  population  of  the  City 
of  Montreal 

i3  J.  A.  McLoughlin,  protestant  schools  of  Shefford,  Brome 
and  Miseisquoi 

!4  S.  F.  HcMahon,  counties  of  Hochclaga  and  Laval,  and  ca- 
tholic population  of  tbe  City  of  Montreal 

iS  J.  P.  Nant«l,  counties  of  Terrebonne,  Deux-Montagnes  and 
part  of  the  county  of  Argenteuil 

!6    D.  Piquet,  Magdalen  Islands 

!T    J.  Prtoont,  counties  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency 

!S    P.  J.  Ruel,  part  of  tbe  counties  of  Bagot,  Brome,  Mlssisqi 
Sbefford  and  Stanstead  (catholic  schools) 

!9    E.  Savard,  county  of  Chicoutimi 

)0    J.  P.  Simaid,  counties  of  Bellecbasse  and  Montmagny , . . 

!1  M.  T.  Stenson,  couotifs  of  Compton,  Kichmond,  end  electo- 
ral division  of  Sherbrooke  and  Wolfe 

)2    A.  Tftreanit,  counties  of  Maskinongi  and  8t,  Maurice. 

J3  W.  Thompson,  protestant  schools  of  the  counties  of  Migan- 
tic,  Dorchester,  Beauce,  Wolfe  and  Compton  . . . 

54    T.  Tremblay,  county  of  Gaspfi 

}5    T.  Tremblay,  counties  of  Charlevoix  and  Sagiienay. 

)6    O.  S.  Vien,  connty  of  Beauce  and  part  of  the  counties  of 

Megantic  and  Lotbiniire 

'(1)  M.  Archambcanlt  was  superannuated  and  replaced 

I     Mr.  B.  Lippens. 

|(2)  Mr.  Dorval  is  dead  and  bis  racccessot  has  not  been  appolnt'd 


St,  Cfsaire.. . 

Joliette 

Quebec 

Hull 

Sherbrooke 

Quebec  . . . 
St.  Jean . . . 
Three-RiveJ 
Boston  Fal 

Cape  Cove. 

Huntingdoi 

Sweetaburg! 

8te.  Rose.. 

St.  J6r6mB 
HAvre^ux-1 

Sle.  Famill 

St.  Charles 
Chicoutimi 

St.  Michel. 


SC«.  Adeiali 
Baie  St.  Fai 


TABLE  C. 
Table  of  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  attended  the  normal  schools. 


1iu.-qDes-Cartler 
School. 

UcQtll  School. 

L&val  School. 

11 

n 

■fa 

Jl 
■il 

If 

acboUBtic  yew. 

1| 

II 

1 

}1 

|i 

1 

a 

Pupils 

Teacher*. 

1 

tst    Seswon,    189T 

18 

s 

29 

30 

22 

23 

46 

35 

79 

SSBSion  1857-1858 

46 

70 

36 

40 

76 

89 

103 

•182 

Session  ISS8-1S59 

60 

T 

76 

34 

86 

91 

128 

219 

Se«ion  185^1880 

03 

9 

73 

81 

40 

64 

94 

102 

126 

338 

8essiOD  1860-1861 

52 

56 

53 

94 

98 

109 

aeasion  1861-1862 

41 

68 

68 

38 

52 

91 

90 

110 

200 

Session  1863-1883 

8 

T2 

80 

91 

104 

I2S 

239 

SeMion  1863-1864 

58 

T 

74 

49 

83 

97 

116 

313 

68 

-e 

60 

65 

43 

66 

104 

115 

219 

43 

2 

73 

75 

39 

67 

93 

84 

130 

214 

*1  . 

2 

73 

75 

43 

55 

98 

80 

128 

108 

3S 

5 

67 

62 

49 

73 

123 

89 

130 

319 

36 

70 

74 

73 

137 

104 

143 

347 

46 

7 

69 

76 

82 

80 

162 

135 

149 

284 

6 

70 

66 

54 

59 

113 

123 

139 

352 

SI 

13 

94 

107 

32 

56 

48 

348 

46 

8 

108 

116 

38 

54 

93 

93 

264 

43 

106 

56 

163 

364 

59 

19 

99 

U8 

38 

60 

98 

116 

159 

279 

60 

110 

124 

47 

63 

159 

294 

60 

18 

107 

126 

50 

74 

124 

128 

181 

309 

62 

29 

106 

136 

46 

63 

109 

137 

169 

306 

TO 

70 

70 

117 

191 

136 

337   ■ 

63 

12 

142 

46 

63 

109 

121 

193 

314 

76 

12 

114 

126 

62 

60 

112 

140 

174 

314 

78 

1* 

123 

137 

44 

64 

108 

136 

187 

323 

1  to  pupils  of  the  normal  schools  since  the  establishment 
of  these  institutions. 
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1 
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r 

L 

I 

! 

6 

1 

1 
1 

332 
167 

48 
88 
42 

70 
380 
878 

118 

468 
920 

79 
338 
214 

430 
638 

79 
668 

762 

310 
648 
413 

70 
810 
1416 

280 
1368 
1339 

463 

178 

1338 

...e 

631 

.,. 

1499 

1171 

2296 

3467 

248 


TABLE  D. 
Synoptical  Table  of  the  five  grand  diviBions.  1881-82. 


FIRST  DIVISION 


UniversitieB. 


• 

• 

M 

e 

.« 

0 

*S 

Jz« 

& 

3 

129 

Pupils. 


1075 


SECOND  DIVISION 


o 


1 

2 
3 

4 


Secondary  Schools  compming : 

Colleges 

Academies  for  boys 

"         for  girls     , 

Mixed  Academies , 


8 


231 


<c 


GO 
P 


1349 


pQpils. 


36022 


THIRD  DIVISION 


• 

1 

• 

1 

Pupili, 

Normal  Schools 

3 

* 

20 

323 

EBCAPITULATION  OF  THE  FIVE  aEAND  DITl 


S 

i 

' 

. 

^ 

^ 

^ 

Normal  firhfKilfl 

3 

4 

Special  Schools 

2U 

TABLE  G. 
Pension  and  Aid  Fund  for  officers  of  primary  i 


FIHANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
YlAH  1880-81. 

Received  from  Common  School  Fund 

"  SalailM  o/  Officers 

Yeab  1881-82. 

d  from  Superior  Edacation  Fund 

Common  Schools        "      

Saluies  of  Teachers 


OoTernmeat  grant  for  two  years 

Interest  on  deposits  for  two  years  (unknown). 
Total  omonnt  of  Fund 


Statistics  of  Pension  and  Aid  Fund. 

Number  of  teachers  who  have  seat  in  their  statement  of  serTice 

Average  of  jearx  service  so  reported 

Total  amount  of  arrears  aa  shown  by  declarations  of  past  service 

Number  of  those  who  have  paid  arrears  (in  whole  or  in  part) 


NoTi.^Tbe  ststemcnt  for  1881-82  Includes  the  amounts  kept  back  up  to  the^Oth 
out  of  the  grants  of  the  year  ending  30th  Jane  1882,  These  giants,  properly  speaktn 
the  revenue  of  the  pension  Amd,  although  the;  had  not  been  deposited  In  the  Tieaot 
of  the  fund. 
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INANCIAL  STATEMENTS 


OF   THE 


CATHOLIC  AND  PROTESTANT  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Of  the  Roman  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Montreal 

for  the  scholastic  year  1881-82. 


/ 


Statement  of  general  receipts  and  expenditure  from  1st  July  1881  to 
30th  June  1882  inclusively. 


BECBTPTS. 

Cash  in  hand  on  lat  July  1 881. 

$     cts. 

63831  90 
8386  82 

10053  71 
1905  75 

3500  00 

$       cte. 
4437   21 

Beceived  from  City  of  Montreal,  amount  of  tax  for  1881 

«                  «        on  account      «            «            1882 

72218   72 

(<        from  Superintendent  of  Public   Instruction,  annual  grant  in 
favor  of  Common  Schools , 1 1,010  26 

Less — Amount  deducted  salaries  and  grant  for  pension  fund. . .       956  55 

Be^eived  from  the  same,  granted  out  of  Superior  Education  Fund 

«            "             <*      special  grant  in  fitvor  of  Polytechnic  School  for 
1880-81 1,000  00 

Beceiyed  from  the  same,  on  account  of  grant  of  Superior  Edu- 
cation Fund  for  1881-82 2.500  00 

15459  44> 

Beceiyed  from  Fabrique  for  work  done  in  Cemetery  by  pupils  of  Poly- 
technic School 

200  00 

Beceiyed  Duoils'  contributions  for  1881-82 

0947  79 

I*    •        «               «           Polytechnic  School 

283  35 

«       Bent  of  houses 

467  30 

«       from  store  for  books,  etc 

113  75 

**       for  oension  fund 

956   55 

«       temporary  loan 

2578   7C 

$106661  89 

EXPENDITUBE. 

Paid  for  maintenance  of  schools  f  see  schedule  A.) 

51103  38 

<<    advances  to  Bey.  Bros,  of  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Ann 

<<    purchase  of  books,  instruments  for  physics  and  chemistry,  etc. 
Salaries  of  teachers  and  maintenance  of  Polytechnic  School  (see 
schedule  C^ 

1000  1*0 

Paid  for  furniture  for  the  various  schools 

5261    73 

«    purchase  of  books  fcH:  library  of  Commerciar  Academy  and  articles 
for  the  chanel , 

412  02 

1631    74 

Paid  for  imorovements  to  buildinirs  and  crrounds,  reoairs.  etc 

9426  05 

"    interest  on  notes  and  oblitratioos 

8595  07 

u          «             debentures 

22200  0«) 

"     flinkinsT  fund  tor  debentures 

6114  3S 

"    cost  of  administration 

3044  6'i 

«    office  of  Snoerintendent,  salary  and  other  exoenses 

1871   <*0 

$106661   ^9 
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SCHEDULE  0. 


Statement  of  amounts  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Polytechnic 

School. 


Dr.— 


Salaries  of  Professors, 


Expenses  . . . 
Mainteoance 


Bepairs  to  laboratory 


HeatiDg 


Printing . . 
Stationery 
Insurance . 


Light. 


Library 

Ornithological  collection 
MiDeralog^cal  « 

Fumitnre 

Instruments  for  Physics . . 
Chemical  Laboratory  . . . . 
Books  ordered 


Cr:— 
Beceived  from  Qovernment,  special  grant  for  1880-81 


u 


(I 


u 


<( 


on  a^c  of  Superior  Education  fund  for  1881-82 

"    pupils 

"    Fabrique  Notre-Dame 

Balance  due  by  the  Goyemment,  $600. 


21  66 

337  63 

462  57 

115  07 

25  00 

91 

14  12 

9  20 


1000  00 

2500  00 

283  35 

200  00 


$      cts. 


3623  34 


986  16 

301   73 

60  00 

1  55 

6  60 

47  03 

41  38 

193  94 


5261   73 


3983  35 


$1278  38 


■-•v 
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;>^ 
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SCHEDULE  D. 
Statement  showing  the  number  of  teachers  and  pupils  in 


NAMES  OF'SCHOOLS. 


Cbatu  plain 
Sarafletd 
De  Betmont 
Olier 

PloSRiB 

St.  Bridget 

256  Notre-Dame  Str.  8chcK>l 

MallinB  Sir.  School , 

1 00  St.  Catherine  Str.  School , 

Comer  Maissonneuve  and  OntariuSchool  . 

"       Tisitatjon  and  Cnug  Kcbool 

"       MiKnonne  and  St.  Denis 

School  for  the  blind 

T  8t.  Elinabeth  School 

166  St.  Klizabeth  School 

526  8te.  Marie  School 

39  St.Ant«ine      "      

Corner  Codienic  and  Bo;  Schobl 

312  Logan  School 

250  Panet        "        

474  St,  CatberiQo  School 

199  Cbatham  School 

624  St.  Catherine  School 

Night  School 


I  certify  that  I  hare  examined  the  books  of  account  kept 
Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Montreal,  and 
all  the  entries  in  the  preceding  financial  statement  are  takei 
books  which  I  have  checked  over  and  fonnd  correct. 

I  have  also  checked  over  and  carefnlly  examined  in 
entries  for  money  j)aid,  with  their  vouchers,  and  have  fon 
correct. 

Ed.  FOU] 
MoNTBBAL,  Slst  October  1882. 


Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Montreal  Protestant 


BECBIPTS 

* 

™. 

t 

dE. 

81 

86138 
6143 

60 

' 

1173 
6283 

G50S 
3881 

IB 
29 

91 
2S 

I--- 

COMMON  SCHOOLS'  FEES 

ass 

18* 
1822 

40 
10 
10 

! 

Royal  Arthur  School 

sioners  for  Ist  July  1881  to  30th  June  1682. 


EXPEKDITDKS 

$ 

cte. 

$ 

cte. 

Dce  tor  ieei-82,  as  per  umexed  Htatemeot  .... 

•72106 
895 

55 
75 

72702 

30 

08T  OF  MANAGEMENT 

•8200 
•1300 
•253 

60 

3752 

60 

650 
166 
80 

15 
60 
83 

797 
IBOOO 
6849 
3648 
664 

38 

EXPENSES  ON  LANDS 

3212 

438 

EO 
48 

3GJ0 

30 
1232 

FDRNITURE  FOR  8CHOOL3 

110337 

iIbiIm  for  tbe  moDth  of  June  last  jeai. 

and  found  correct. 

COURT,  MACKINTOSH  &  HYDE,  Audilms. 


§     tn 


i ii I t i 


1 1 
1 1 


5  I 

S    £ 


r-' 
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Statement  of  the  attendance  at  the  High,  Senior,  Common  and  Subsi- 
diarv  schools,  nnder  the  control  of  the  Montreal  Protestant  School 
Commissioners  for  year  ending  30th  June  1882. 


NAME  OF  SCHOOL. 


Montreal  High  School,  including  elemen- 
tiiry  classes 


Girls'  Highik:hool 
Senior  School .... 


Common  Schools 


Hebrew  School 


St.  George  School 


Total,    1881-82 
Total,    1880-81 


o  ^ 


194^ 

195 

193 

196} 

170 

186^ 


S   C3    P 


320-1 
164 
132-6 
2825-9 
119 
114-9 


O  S 
o  • 


58483 
30158 
23552} 
489016 
13428 
18703} 


3676-5 


3610-8 


633341 


643457} 


u  08  g 


94 

94-3 

92 

88-6 

66-3 

87-3 


I 

a  «  g 


6-3 
2-2 
•5 
2.6 
7.7 
6.6 


The  last  column  shows  the  number  of  times  that  each  pupil  has  been  late  during  the  year  on 
the  average. 
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IL  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 


OODNCIL  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCT! 


CATHOLIC    COMMITTEE. 


Shssions  of  October  19  and  21,  1881. 

Present  : — The  Honorable  Superintendent,  Chairman; 
Archbibhop  of  Qnebec  ;  Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Thr 
monski,  Montreal,  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  and  Chicontimi ;  Sir  1 
Hon.  Judges  Rontbier  and  Jett^ ;  Hon,  P.  J.  O.  Chauvei 
Murphy,  Esq. 

I.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meetinff  were  read  and  appro' 

II.  Moved  by  Hon.  Jadge  Routhier,  seconded  by  Hon.  i 
and  unanimously  resolved : 

"  Thai  this  Committee  has  learnt  with  regret  the  death  < 
"  LaRue,  a  member  of  this  Council,  and  desires  to  tender  it« 
"  his  family  and  to  express  the  esteem  in  which  it  held  tl 
"  account  of  his  talents  and  his  exertions  to  promote  the  int 
"  cation  in  this  country. 

"  That  a  copy  of  this  resolation  be  sent  to  Madame  LaRc 

III.  The  following  petitions  were  read  : 

lo.  From  the  college  of  Rimouski,  praying  for  an  increase 
grant.  ^ 

2o.  From  the  Superior  of  the  college  of  Ste.  Th^r^se,  pray 
aid,  in  consequence  of  the  burning  of  that  institution. 
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So.  From  St.  Mary's  college  (Montreal),  praying  to  have  its  griint 
increased. 

4o.  From  the  college  of  St.  Laurent,  praying  to  have  its  grant  in- 
creased. 

5o.  From  the  academy  of  the  Sacred  Heart  at  Etchemin. 

60.  From  the  model  school  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Congregation  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Vincent-de-Paul  (Montreal). 

7o.  From  the  convent  of  Terrebonne. 

80.  From  the  convent  of  Ste.  Cunegonde  (Montreal). 

9o.  From  the  academy  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  Ste.  Catherine  Btreet>*(Mon- 
treal). 

lOo.  From  the  academy  of  the  Christian  Brothers,  in  the  village  of 
I^auzon. 

llo.  From  the  Bishop's  academy ,( Montreal). 

12o.  From  the  Christian  Brothers  of  Ste.  Genevieve,  No.  1. 

13o.  From  the  convent  of  Montebello. 

14a  From  the  model  school  at  Nouvelle,  county  of  Bonaventure. 

15o.  From  G.  S.  Vien,  inspector,  praying  for  an  increase  of  salary. 

IV.  Moved  by  Hon.  Judge  Jett6  : 

That  this  Committee,  after  due  consideration,  does  not  consider  it  ad- 
visable at  present  to  recommend  Mr.  Vien's  petition  to  the  attention  of  the 
Government. — Carried. 

V.  Moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau  : 

That  this  Committe  recommends  that  one  year's  leave  of  absence  be 
granted  to  inspector  Tanguay,  in  consequence  of  his  continued  ill-health, 


and  that  during  that  time  Mr.  Bouchard  do  still  remain  entmsted  with  the 
inspection  of  the  district  at  a  suitable  salary. — Carried. 

VI.  Moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chaaveau  : 

That  this  Oommittee  recommend  to  the  Qo'vernnient  the  appointment 
of  Pierre  Joseph  Rael  to  assist  or  replace  inspector  J.  W-  Alexander,  in  the 
district  which  the  latter  has  till  now  had,  at  an  annual  salary  of  $800. — 
Carried. 

VII.  Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  St.  Hyacinthe  : 

That  the  Rev.  Theodule  Boivin  be  named  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  at  St.  Hyacinthe,  in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Godard  who  no 
longer  resides  in  the  district. 

^11.  Upon  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  Ottawa,  the  Coi 
that  there  will  be  a  Catholic  Board  of  Examiners  for  the  co' 
to  meet  at  Portage  du  Fort,  and  that  this  Board  be  coi 
Father  A.  Brunet,  J.  M.  G.  Rooney,  Joseph  Timol^on  St.  i 
Edouard  H  Rouleau,  Esq,  M.D.,  and  Taoorede  C.  Gabo- 
and  that  this  decision  be  recommended  to  the  favorable 
the  G-ovemment. 

IX.  Moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau  : 

That  there  be  establighed  two  Catholic  Boards  of  Ex 
county  of  Bonaventnre,  one  to  meet  at  Carleton  and  the 
Carlisle,  for  model  and  primary  schools,  the  diplomas  of 
have  force  and  effect  in  the  counties  of  Gaspe  and  Bonavei 

Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski : 

That  the  Board  meeting  at  Carleton  be  composed  o 
persons:  P.  C.  Beanchene,  M.P.,  Rev.  F.  A.  Blouin,  Rev. 
Jacob  Gagnfe,  H.  S.  Martin,  Esq. 

And  that  the  Board  meeting  at  New  Carlisle  be  comp 
lowing  persons  :  Rev.  P.  Napoleon  Thivierge,  Rev.  Cypriei 
J.  A.  Phileas  Fortier,  M.D.,  F.  D.  Gauvreau,  Gordian  F.  Mi 
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X.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  4ady  superior  of  the  Nuns  of  La  Congr^ 
gaiion  de  Notre-Dame,  informing  this  Committee  that  they  are  prepared  to 
open  a  normal  school  for  girls  in  Montreal. 

A  letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Bimouski  was  read,  asking  for  a  normal 
c?chool  for  girls  at  Rimouski,  under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  religious 
<x>mmunities  in  that  town. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Provincial  Secretary  enclosing  the  request 
made  by  the  Bishop  of  Three  Rivers  to  have  have  a  normal  school  for  girls 
established  at  Three  Rivers,  under  the  ilirection  of  a  religious  community. 

Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski : 

That  the  request  for  the  establishment  of  normal  schools  for  girls  at 
Montreal,  Three  Rivers,  and  Rimouski,  be  referred  to  a  Sub-Committee 
named  to  examine  these  requests  and  to  report  to  this  Committee  as  soon 
;  as  possible ; 

That  this  Sub-Committee  be  composed  of  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec, 
the  Bishop  of  Ottawa,  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  Hon.  Mr.  Chau- 

;  veau,  and  Judges  Routhier  and  Jette. 

\ 

Yeas  : — The  Bishops  of  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  Chicoutimi,  Rimouski,  Sir 
N.  F.  Belleau,  Judges  Routhier  and  Jette,  P.  S.  Murphy,  Hon.  Mr.  Ouimet. 

Na^s  : — The  Archbishop  of  Quebec,  the  Bishops  of  Three  Rivers,  Mon- 
[  treal  and  St.  Hyacinthe. — 4. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

XI.  The  Sub-Committee  for  the  examination  of  class  books  reported  as 
Mollows : 

p  Present : — The  Archbishop,  the  Bishops  of  Bimouski  and  Sherbrooke. 

October  19th,  1881. 

1.  La  grammaire  frangaise,  by  A.  L6y6que,  school-teacher,  printed  at 
'Joliette,  1880. 


This  report  was  adopted,  except  as  to  the  Syllabaire  o 
will  be  examined  at  the  next  SesBioii. 

SIL  Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleaa  : 

That  the  salary  of  Dr.  Giard,  as  Secretary  of  tlie 
Instruction  and  of  this  Committee,  be  raised  to  $400  i 
snperannnated. 

XIII,  A  petition  was  read  from  Monseigneur  Gnay, 
du  Sacr§  Coeur,  county  of  Rimouski,  Joseph  Parent,  ! 
complaining  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  D.  Begin  doee 
inspector,  and  alleging,  amongst  other  grounds,  gross 
petence,  improper  language  in  public  at  the  church  doc 
his  reports. 

Moved  by  the  Archbishop : 

That  the  accusations  gainst  Mr.  D§Bir^  B^gin  being 
to  justify  an  investigation,  the  corresponding  secretary 
furnish  the  said  B^gin  with  a  copy  of  the  sccosatioDe 
duly  summon  him  to  appear  in  person  or  by  attorney  t 
Sub-Oommittee,  Thursday,  the  first  day  of  December 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  the  room  of  the  Council  of 
{new  departmental  buildings,  Quebec). — Carried  unanin 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  the  21st. 
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Session  of  the  2ls'r. 

Present: — The  same. 

XIV.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Provincial  Secretary,  proposing  the 
formation  by  the  Government  of  a  committee  to  conclude  the  examination 
of  the  books  which  arc  to  compose  the  parish  libraries. 

Moved  by  the  Archbishop,  seconded  by  Sir  N  F.  Belleau :  * 

That,  considering  the  request  of  the  Q-overnment  and  the  Act  40  Vict., 
ch.  22,  section  5,  the  Bishop  of  Eimouski  be  asked  to  draw  up  rules  for 
the  choice  of  books  intended  for  parish  libraries  and  for  managing  such 
libraries. — Carried. 

XV.  The  following  report  was  submitted  by  the  Superintendent : 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report : 

That  since  the  month  of  June,  1880,  he  has  been  repeatedly  informed 
that  inspector  Samuel  Boivin  has  again  been  guilty  of  the  misconduct  for 
which  he  was  severely  reprimanded  by  this  Committee  at  its  session  in 
June,  1880. 

That  the  said  S.  Boivin  does  not  do  his  duty  properly,  that  his  reports 
are  very  irregularly  made,  and  that  this  year  particularly  he  has  made 
none,  notwithstanding  pressing  letters,  telegrams,  and  repeated  threats  from 
the  undersigned  ;  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  being  put  to  unne- 
cessary expense  by  these. 

That  this  negligence  of  the  said  Boivin  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duties 
does  serious  injury  to  the  interests  of  education  in  his  district. 

That  in  the  month  of  May  last  the  said  S.  Boivin  received  from  the 
Misses  Vitaline  St.  Hilaire  and  Josephte  Cot^,  teachers  at  la  Baie  St.  Paul, 
a  deposit  of  $57.08  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Superintendent,  in  order  to  obtain 
their  inscription  on  the  pension  list  for  teachers  of  primary  schools  ;  that 
he>keptthi8  amount,  which  was  not  repaid  to  the  said  teachers  till  after 
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they  had  made  an  expensive  journey  to  Quebec  last  September,  and  thanks 
only  to  the  undersigned  deciding  to  pay  them  out  of  Mr.  Boivin's  salary, 
and  it  was  only  on  the  15th  instant  that  he  received  Mr.  Boivin's  autho- 
rization to  do  so. 

Consequently,  the  undersigned  recommends  that,  for  the  reasons  given 
in  the  first  complaint  produced  against  him,  and  for  those  above  specified, 
the  said  inspector  S.  Boivin  be  dismissed  from  his  office. 

(Signed,)  GfiDfiON  Ouimet, 

Superintendent. 

The  conclusions  of  this  report,  upon  motion  of  the  Archbishop,  were 
adopted,  and  the  Committee  recommended  to  the  G-overnment  the  removal 
of  the  said  Samuel  Boivin,  school  inspector. 

XVI.  Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  : 

That  this  Committee  recommends  the  provisional  appointment,  during 
one  year,  of  Mr.  Bernard  Lippens,  as  school  inspector,  instead  of  the  said 
S.  Boivin,  with  the  same  salary  as  the  latter. — Carried. 

XVII.  The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  study  the  question  of  estab- 
lishing girls'  normal  schools  at  Montreal,  Three  Rivers  and  Rimouski, 
reported  the  election  of  His  G-race  the  Archbishop  as  chairman,  and  the 
following  motion  unanimously  adopted  : 

That  this  Sub-Committee,  being  informed  that  the  Government  does 
not  consider  itself  in  a  position  to  devote  an  additional  sum  to  new  normal 
schools,  do  report  that  fact  and  abstain  from  all  further  action. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Routhier,  seconded  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chau- 
veau,  this  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

XVIII.  The  Superintendent  informed  the  Committee  that  inspector 
Painchaud  had  sent  in  his  resignation. 

Moved  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  : 

That  Mr.  Daniel  Paquet  be  appointed  school  inspector  for  the  Ma^alen 
Islands,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Painchaud,  resigned. — Carried. 
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Moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau : 

That  a  sub-committee,  comiweed  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  On6sime  H6bert 
and  Allard,  and  Philip  Leger  Joncas,  Esq.,  be  appointed  to  make  the  said 
Mr.  Paqnet  undergo  the  examination  required  of  candidates  for  the  position 
oi  inspector  by  the  Act  40  Vict.,  chap.  23,  sec.  42. — Carried. 

XIX.  The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  distribution  of  the  fund  for 
superior  education  and  poor  municipalities. 

Moved  by  His  Q-race  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec,  seconded  by  the  Hon. 
Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau  ; 

That  whereas  on  the  5  th  of  April  last,  a  disastrous  fire  destroyed  the 
seminary  of  St.  G-ermain  de  Rimouski,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  libraries, 
the  furniture  of  the  class  rooms  and  halls,  as  well  as  the  museums  and 
collections  of  natural  history,  numismatics,  &c.,  which  had  been  begun ; 

Whereas  the  amount  of  the  insurances  (less  than  twenty  nine  thousand 
dollars)  was  insufficient  to  repay  the  loans  effected  for  the  construction  of 
the  buildings,  putting  in  hot  water  heating  apparatus,  furnishing 
the  class  rooms,  &c. ;  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  generous  contri- 
butions from  private  sources  was  swallowed  up  in  paying  the  loans  ; 

Whereas,  for  these  reasons,  the  corporation  of  the  said  seminary  find» 
itself  unable  to  undertake  the  reconstruction  of  the  burnt  building  without 
incurring  a  debt  which  would  beggar  them  for  perhaps  half  a  century ; 

Whereas  the  diooese  of  St.  G-ermain  de  Bimouski  is  in  general  a  poor 
one,  with  but  small  means  to  carry  out  such  an  enterprise,  and  besides  the 
parishes  of  which  it  is  composed,  had  during  a  dozen  years  made  extraor- 
dinary sacrifices  for  this  building  which  fire  has  destroyed  in  a  few  hours  ; 

Whereas,  finally,  this  seminary  is  the  only  classical  c^^^e  intended 
to  meet  the  want  of  higher  aducation  in  an  immense  diocese  comprising 
the  counties  of  Temiscouata,  Bimouski,  Sonaventure,  Gaspe,  and  a  great 
portion  of  the  county  of  Saguenay  ; 

Whereas  this  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  however 

desirous  it  might  be  to  grant  to  this  seminary  much  more  considerable 
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assistance,  in  the  distribntion  of  the  education  fund,  hsus  been  nnable  to 
increase  its  grant  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  in  consequence  of  the 
smallnesB  of  the  amount  at  its  disposal  and  the  growing  wants  of  other 
educational  establishments ; 

The  Catholic  Committee  of  this  Council  hopes  that  the  provincial  Le- 
gislature, at  the  instance  of  the  G-oyernment,  and  as  an  exceptional  measure, 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  an  amount  prox)ortionate  to  the  greatness  of  the 
calamity,  and  requests  the  Superintendent  to  present  this  petition  for  the 
favorable  consideration  of  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Q-overnor  in  council 
and  also  of  the  provincial  Legislature  at  its  next  session. 

Moved  by  Judge  Routhier,  seconded  by  the  Bishop  of  Montreal : 

That,  whereas  the  seminary  of  Ste.  Th^rese  has  suftered  a  great  mis- 
fortune, in  the  burning  of  its  buildings  with  nearly  all  the  contents  on  the 
5th  of  October  instant ; 

Whereas  the  insurances  (about  |4,000.00)  are  barely  sufficieTQt  to  pay 
the  debt  previously  incurred  by  the  seminary,  and  the  losses  amount  to 
more  than  1100,000.00  after  deducting  the  insurances ; 

Whereas  the  corporation  of  the  said  seminary  has  determined  to  rebuild, 
and  has  already  taken  steps  to  re-open  its  classes,  in  the  interest  of  the 
youth  confided  to  its  care,  but  cannot  continue  its  work  without  generous 
assistance ; 

Whereas  this  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  however 
desirous  it  might  be  to  grant  to  this  seminary  much  more  considerable 
assistance,  in  the  distribution  of  the  education  fund,  has  been  unable  to 
increase  its  grant  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  in  consequence  of  the 
smallness  oiHte^amount  at  its  disposal  and  the  growing  wants  of  oth$r 
educational  establishments ; 

This  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  hopes  that  the  Provincial 
Legislature,  at  the  instance  ot  the  G-overnment,  and  as  an  exceptional 
measure,  will  be  pleased  to  grant  an  amount  proportionate  to  the  great- 
ness  ot  the  calamity,  and  requests  the  Superintendent  to  present  this  pe- 
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tition  for  the  favorable  consideration  of  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Grovernor 
in  conncil,  and  also  of  the  Proyincial  Legislature  at  its  next  session. 

Moved  by  Honorable  Mr.  Justice  Routhier,  seconded  by  the  Bishop 
of  Montreal :  .       r 

That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  the  t^dual'  sitb- 
«idy,  be  granted  to  the  seminaries  of  Ste.  Th6rese  de  Bimouski/siich^sum 
to  be  taken  from  the  superior  education  fund,  and  that  ft'he  under6tooa 
that  this  Committee  regrets  that  the  means  at  its  disposal  4o  nop  permit  it 
to  grant  more,  the  Superintendent  attending  to  the  distribution  of  these 
two  assessments  of  one  thousand  dollars  among  thFeidstitutioiisf  entitled  to 
the  said  fund. — Carried  unanimouly.  /  -    .  'i'i:[  r-':     ;.  S-^^r/T      .iJ 

Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Sherbrooke : 

That  the  subsidy  to  the  colleges  of  St.  Hyacinthe  and  Ste.  Marie  de 
Monnoir  be  increased  to  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Yeas : — ^Their  Lordships  the,  Bi^l]|opa  of^  Thte^^,  Rivers,  Sherbrooke,  St. 
Hyacinthe,  Chicoutimi,  Montreal,  and  Bimouski ;  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Jette, 

Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  P.  S.  MurpHf,^E4;  Mil'.'Pl^SlWJQi^BMm  ISo^.^'ideon 

Onimet 11  ioniin  io  >,(.•. i[,^i[I  orfi  8qrfI>!fvfoJ  'ibfdT  :  •'f^cf'fni)  lo 

^  iVay«:— His  Grace  thiftAt:cl^bf$]w>t),  HOn.iMM  J[ia«ti*ttBouttfler(.r-rg>fi^ia 

Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Three  Rivers,  seconded  by  the  Bishop  of 
Kimonski  :  i   (•iif.  Imv.-i  "'I'.v/  ijf[it'»^<m  i^.ul  '•ril'lo  gotunrm  'tdT  .1 

That  this  Colviviiit^whttd  stioTi^\^idtaimnAei£nBaiabvBrfi^ 
literature,  is  o£<c)pimonritlkdtrAt'>pDeeebt  iaboufc^ioHiihsrei^ 
-will  suffice  Iaiiiltot»ic[bj9at/ithat  iiu«Aibeqr0f 'vbhii:]bea^ic6nsjuBtii^f>%osUyT^^ 
Canadian  works,  being  every  year  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  inspectors  to 
be  distributed  in  t^e  sciiools,  arid  respecnully ^suggests  t6  ine  erovernment 
to  no  longer  keep  for  the  purpose  6  P..fPii(tf,^  ^HP^ffi'.ei»f??t^i?ffir{^»<l- 

Yeas: — His  Grace  the  Archbishop,  Their  Lorasmps  ine  Bishops  or 
Three  Rivers,  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  St.  Hyacinthe,  Chicoutimi,  Mohtreal^ 
and  Rimouski.-^8. 
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Nays : — Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Routhier,  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
Jett6,  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau,  P.  S.  Murphy,  Esq. — 6. 

Carried. 

The  Committee  then  concluded  the  examination  of  the  distribution  list 
for  the  fund  of  superior  education  and  poor  municipalities,  and  requested 
the  Superintendent,  who  prepared  this  list,  to  submit  it  for  the  approval 
of  the  Grovernment. 

XX.  Moved  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  : 

That  in  future,  the  autumn  meeting  of  this  Committee  take  place  the 
first  Tuesday  after  Ember-days. — Carried. 


Session  of  May  17,  1882. 

Present  : — The  Superintendent,  chairman  ;  His  Grace  the  Archbishop 
of  Quebec  ;  Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Rimouski,  Montreal,  Sherbrooke, 
Ottawa,  St.  Hyacinthe,  Chicoutimi,  Grand  Vicar  Caron,  representing  the 
Bishop  of  Three  Rivers,  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Jett6,  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  P.  S. 
Murphy,  Esq.,  Dr.  Painchaud,  and  J.  G.  Boss6,  Esq.,  Advocate. 

I.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

II.  The  Superintendent  reminded  the  Committee  that  inspector  Tan- 
guay  obtained  six  months  leave  of  absence,  which  are  now  expired,  but 
that  Mr.  Tanguay  claimed  to  be  capable  of  resuming  his  duties. 

After  a  debate,  it  was  moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Jette  : 

That,  considering  the  infirmities  of  inspector  Tanguay,  this  Committee 
do  ask  the  Government  to  replace  him  ;  but  that  on  account  of  his  long 
services,  he  be  granted  an  indemnity  of  $600.00,  without  prejudice  to  his 
daim  on  the  superannuation  fund  in  1885. — Carried. 


llowing  petition,  irom  Mr.  C§lestin  Bonchard,  was  read  : 

ace  the  Archbishop,  Their  Lordships,  and  the  members  of 
■mmittee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

le  petition  of  the  undersigned  respectfully  sets  forth  : 

ks  appointed  school  inspector,  pro  tempore,  in  October  1881, 
>n  district  oi  G-eorge  Tanguay,  Esq. ;  that  he  believes  he 
>osition  properly  and  to  your  satisfaction ; 

petitioner  has  been  obliged  to  incur  great  expense  to  make 
because  he  had  to  buy  a  horse  [and  (other  traveling  re- 


yonr  petitioner  prays  to  be  continued  in  his  position  of 

jetitioner  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed,)    ..■■"  CfiLEBTiN  Bouchard. 
ay  16.  1882. 

the  Archbishop,  seconded  by  the  Bishop  of  Bimouski : 

lie  event  of  Mr.  Tanguay  being  replaced,  the  Committee 
lat  the  Government  appoint  as  inspector  in  his  stead,  and 
salary,  Mr.  Cfilestin  Bouchard  who  replaced  him  during 
oonfhs. — Carried. 

I  by  the  Bishop  of  Bimouski : 

committee  recommends  to  the  Government  the  appointment 
3  Tremblay,  school  teacher  at  La  Baie  St.  Paul,  as  school 
s  place  of  S.  Boivin,  who  has  been  dismissed,  with  the  same 
id  S.  Boivin  received. — Carried. 

by  the  Bishop  of  Chicoutimi : 

Committee  recommends  that  the  Government  increase  to 
mum  the  salary  of  inspector  Savard. — Carried. 


VI.  Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Chicontimi,  seconded  by  tl 
Bimonski : 

That  this  Committee  recommeadB  that  the  (Government  g 
per  annum  to  F.  N.  O'Brien,  district  magistrate,  for  visiting  th 
the  county  of  Sagnenay. — Carried. 

VII.  The  consideration  of  a  petition-  from  the  college  oj 
praying  that  its  subsidy  be  increased,  was  postponed  to  the  ne 

VIII.  The  following  report  of  the  Sub-Committee  for  the 
of  clafis  books  was  read  : 

The  Committee  on  books  has  the  honor  to  report  as  follow 

lo.  Cours  itArUkmUique — Arithm6tique  Mentale,  by  X  X  X 
S.  Hardy,  publisher,  1882. 

Contains  nothing  objectionable  in  itself 
Numeration  is  treated  of  in  the  second  part. 
We  do  not  see  the  use  of  approving  works  of  this  kind, 
problems  can  be  varied  ad  infinitum. 

2o.  Syllabaire  gradui  el  rScriatif,  by  Miss  Emma  H.  G- ,  ( 

Langlois,  bookseller,  1881. 

Does  not  appear  to  be  always  correct  or  suited  to  children 
some  words  certain  diphtongs  are  separated.  Some  spelli 
(page  23)  seem  to  be  too  difficult-. 

3o.  We  annex  a  letter  from  Mr.  Toussaint,  dated  May  1 
cerning  the  changes  made  in  the  18th  edition  of  his  arithm 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the.  Committee. 

4o.  Recueil  iTexercices  sur  Vanlhm€tiiiue,  by  F.  X.  Toussain 
tion.  1880- 

Recommended. 

(Signed,)  %  E.  A.,  Archbishop  of  Q 

Qt»ebec,  May  17,  1882. 
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Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  : 

That  this  report  be  adopted,  excepting  what  relates  to  the  '*  Syllabaire 
gradn6  et  r6cr6atif." 

This  motion  was  rejected.    Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  and  the  Hon.  Superinten- 
dent alone  voted  in  favor  of  it. 

The  report  was  consequently  carried. 

IX.  The  Bishop  of  Simouski,  entrusted  with  the  drawing  up  of  rules 
with  regard  to  parish  libraries,  reported  as  follows  : 

Bishop's  Palace,  Rimouski,  April^25,  1882. 

To  the  Hon,  Gbdeon  Ouimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instructiony 

Quebec, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  a  draft  of  the  by-laws  for  parish  libraries,  the 
preparation  of  which  was  entrusted  to  me  by  the  Catholic  Committee  of 

the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  at  its  last  meeting.     I  beg  that  you  will 

kindly  submit  it  to  the  said  Committee  at  its  meeting  next  May. 

I  remain,  &c.,  &c., 
*    (Signed,)  f    Jean,  Bp.  of  S.  G.  de  Rimouski. 

Draft  of  Rules  for  Parish  Libraries. 

Whereas,  by  the  Act  40  Vict ,  ch.  XXII,  sec.  6,  it  is  declared  that  an 
annual  grant  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  is  intended  to  aid  and 
establish  libraries  in  the  cities,  towns,  villages,  parish  or  townships  in  the 
school  municipalities  of  which  reasonable  amounts  have  been  contributed 
for  that  purpose  by  such  school  corporations  or  otherwise  ;  that  such  assis- 
tance will  be  given  in  money  or  in  books,  subject  to  the  conditions  deemed 
suitable  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  council ;  and  that  these  libraries 
shall  be  subject  to  the  management,  inspection,  and  by-laws  which  may 
from  time  to  time,  be  made  by  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction. 
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This  Committee  makes  the  following  rules  : 

1.  These  libraries  are  to  be  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Bishop 
who  has  the  exclusive  right  of  vetoing  any  book  therein. 

2;  This  Committee  adopts  a  catalogue  of  books  suitable  for  Catholic 
parish  libraries,  and  copies  are  sent  to  the  Bishop  and  to  the  cur4  of  each 
parish. 

8.  Every  cur4  wishing  to  obtain  assistance  for  a  library  or  to  form  a  new 
one,  is  invited  by  a  circular  accompanying  the  above  mentioned  catalogue, 
to  make  known  to  the  Committee,  within  one  month,  the  number  and  A^alue 
of  the  volumes  in  the  Catholic  libraries  already  existing,  the  mode  of  their 
foundation  and  organization,  and  the  amount  of  the  yearly  contribution  for 
their  maintenance,  as  well  as  the  amounts  collected  in  each  locality  for  the 
^establishment  of  new  libraries  or  making  additions  to  the  old  ones,  and, 
finally,  a  list,  made  out  from  such  catalogue,  of  the  books  which  it  con- 
siders best  suited  to  the  locality. 

4.  A  synoptical  table  of  all  these  reports,  in  the  order  of  counties,  is 
prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent. 

5.  The  Committee  distributes  the  amount  at  its  disposal  among  the 
different  school  municipalities,  taking  as  a  basis  this  table  and  the  local 
requirements.  If  there  are  too  many  demands,  considering  the  amount 
granted  by  law  each  year,  the  distribution  takes  places  among  one-third  of 
the  localities  every  year,  or  among  them  all  every  third  year. 

6.  In  conformity  with  the  list  published  as  aforesaid  (art.  8)  the  Super- 
intendent sends  to  each  curi  a  number  of  volumes  pAportioned  to  the  sum 
granted  by  this  Committee  in  virtue  of  article  5  of  the  by-law. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed,)  f  JEAN,  Bp.  of  S.  a.  de  Eimouski. 

The  consideration  of  this  report  was  deferred  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council;  a  copy  thereof  to  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Com- 
mitt  ee. 
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X.  The  following  letter  was  read  from  the  Bishop  of  Chicontimi  on  the 
subject  oT  model  schools  : 

Chicoutimi,  April  1,  1882. 

To  the  Hon.  Q-BDfioN  Ouimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
*^  Quebec. 

Sir, 

As  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  next 
May,  I  wish  to  offer  you  the  following  observations,  which  I  beg  you  will 
communicate  to  the  members  of  this  Council. 

Ton  are  aware  that  some  of  our  model  school  are  at  the  same  time 
elementary  schools.  The  union  of  these  two  schools  under  one  roof  and 
under  the  care  of  one  teacher,  obliges  the  latter  to  divide  the  time  for^ach 
class  between  the  two  kinds  of  pupils.  The  usual  result  of  this  state  of 
things,  is  that  one  body  of  pupils  is  lavored  to  the  other^s  detrimeht ;  some- 
times even  they  are  both  equally  sufferers.  Can  there  be  no  remedy  to 
this  evil  ?  For  instance,  could  it  not  be  required  that  a  model  school,  to 
have  a  right  to  that  name,  should  be  completely  separated  from  the  elemen- 
tary school,  unless  the  total  number  of  pupils  of  both  kinds  did  not  exceed 
thirty ;  or  that  a  model  school  could  not  be  maintained  apart  from  the 
elementary  school,  unless  the  municipality  furnishes  at  least  twenty  pupils 
fit  to  follow  the  model  school  course. 

I  believe  that  in  this  way  we  would  have  good  model  schools,  and 
prevent  many  children  from  idling  away  their  time  and  many  teachers 
from  losing  their  reputation  for  capacity. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed,)  t  DOM.,  Bp.  of  Chicoutimi. 

Moved  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  :  i 

That  the  Bishops  of  Chicoutimi  and  Rimouski,  and  the  Superinten- 
dent, be  appointed  a  committed  to  inquire  into  the  plan  of  the  Bishop  of 
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Chicoutimi,  and  that  a  copy  of  his  letter  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the 
Committee. 

XI.  Upon  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  iSt.  Hyacinthe,  the  Rev.  Theodule 
Boivin  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  de  la  Bruere  were  appointed  members  of  the^ 
Board  of  Examiners  for  St.  Hyacinthe. 

XII.  Upon  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  Montreal,  Mr.  Wm.  Fahey  w^t^ 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Montreal  Board  of  Examiners  vice  Mr.  Willian^ 
Doran,  resigned. 

XIII.  The  standing  Sub-Committee,  ordered  to  inquire  into  the  charges^ 
made  against  school  inspector  D.  B6gin,  presented  its  report,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  summary  : 

The  complaints  against  Mr.  B^gin  relate  to  the  following  matters  : 

10.  That  he  neglects  his  duties,  by  not  devoting  sufficient  time  ta 
visitiilg  the  9  model  schools  and  109  primary  schools  of  which  he  is  in- 
spector ;  by  never,  or  hardly  ever,  informing  the  Commissioners  of  the 
date  of  his  visit ;  by  examining  very  badly,  or  not  at  all,  the  accounts  of 
the  Secretary-Treasurers ;  by  not  affording  the  cur^  an  opportunity  of  being^ 
present  when  their  inspection  takes  place. 

2o.  That  his  manner  of  examining  pupils  in  each  district  is  altogether 
insufficient. 

So.  That  he  takes  part  in  local  quarrels,  thereby  giving  rise  to  just 
discontent  by  using  his  influence  for  a  party. 

4o.  That  he  sometimes  addresses  a  whole  parish,  to  encourage  oppo- 
sition and  injure  certain  persons  of  whom  he  believes  he  has  a  right  to 
complain. 

5o.  That  he  upholds,  and  allows  to  subsist,  abuses  opposed  to  the  letter 

01  the  law  and  to  the  instructions  of  the  Council. 
I 

6.  That  he  fails  to  comply  with  several  of  the  articles  contained  in  the 

instructions  of  the  Council  transmitted  by  il^e  Department. 
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7o.  That  in  his  report  to  the  Superintendent  he  approves  of  the  measure 
which  orders  the  choice  of  a  single  book  on  each  subject  taught  in  the* 
schools. 

80.  That  his  inspection  of  schools  amounts  to  nothing  and  in  no  way 
whatever  aids  the' progress  of  public  instruction. 

9o.  That  very  many  of  the  books  which  he  receives  from  the  Depart- 
ment to  be  distributed  in  the  schools  of  his  district  have  been  sold  by  hi& 
son  to  the  students  at  the  seminary  of  Eimouski. 

four  Sub-Committee,  after  having  examined  under  oath  Mgr.  Q-uay,. 
Joseph  Parent,  Esq.,  senior,  Joseph  Parent,  junior,  Alfred  Pineau,  medical 
student,  and  insi>ector  B^gin  himself,  and  maturely  deliberated  upon  their 
evidence,  has  reached  the  following  conclusions  which  it  submits  to  the 
Committee. 

Upon  the  whole  your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  occasion 
to  take  further  proceedings  in  this  matter.  But  inspector  B6gin  must  be 
warned  by  the  Superintendent  not  to  make  use  in  future  of  offensive 
languagd  either  in  public  or  elsewhere ;  to  inspect  the  schools  in  his  dis- 
trict with  regularity ;  to  devote  the  necessary  time  to  his  inspections,  and 
understand  that  there  would  have  been  no  complaint  against  him  if  he 
had  fulfilled  this  part  of  his  duties  with  more  energy. 

This  report  having  been  read,  Mgr.  Gruay  and  inspector  Boivin  were 
heard,  and  gave  their  explanations  to  the  Committee. 

Moved  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop,  that  the  conclusions  of  this- 
report  be  adopted. — Carried. 

XIV.  Moved  by  Mr  Boss6  : 

That  Franpois-Xavier  Blouin,  Esq.,  advocate,  of  Quebec,  be  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Board  to  examine  candidates  for  the  office  of  inspector. — 
Carried.    * 

XV.  The  appointment  of  a  school  inspector  in  the  stead  of  Mr.  Pilon, 
dismissed,  was  postponed  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  Comm  itte  adjourned. 
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PROTESTANT  COMMITTEE. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Quebec,  7th  September,  1881. 

Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
tJouncil  of  Public  Instruction  was  held.  Present :  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawson, 
C.M.Q-.,  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  Dr.  Mathews,  and  the  Hon.  the 
.Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Dawson  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  were  restd  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Mathews  intimating  his  accept- 
ance of  his  appointment  as  an  associate  member  of  the  Protestant  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  and  expressing  his  satisfaction 
with  the  honour  done  him. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  there 
had  been  some  correspondence  with  the  Dominion  Grovernment  in  regard 
to  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees  and  that  the  matter 
was  still  in  abeyance. 

The  Committe  requested  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion to  respectfully  recommend  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  G-overnor  in 
Council  to  establish  a  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners  at  New  Carlisle,  Co. 
Bonaventure,  and  that  Martin  Sheppard,  Esq.,  Rev.  Thomas  Blaylock, 
New  Carlisle ;  John  LeGrand,  Esq.,  New  Carlisle ;  Rev.  Peter  Lindsay, 
New  Richmond ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  Shigawake,  be  appointed  membets 
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of  the  said  Board  of  Examiners,  recommended  to  be  established  at  New 
Carlisle,  County  Bonaventare. 

The  special  Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  McLaughlin  on  the  Model  School 
at  Philipsburg  was  laid  before  the  meeting. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  stated  that  circulars 
had  been  sent  to  all  the  School  Inspectors  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,- 
requesting  them  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  the 
Post  Office  addresses  of  all  the  Protestant  Schools  within  their  respective 
Districts  of  Inspection.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  said  lists 
of  Protestant  Schools  as  soon  as  obtained  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  "  Thfu 
Educational  Record." 

The  gentlemen  recommended  at  last  meeting  had  been  appointed 
members  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners  as  follows,  viz. : — Dr.  J.  B.  Harrington, 
in  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Montreal;  Rev.  "Wm.  Ross  Brown,  in  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  the  District  of  Bedford,  and  Rev.  F.  M.  Dewey, 
B.A.,  in  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Richmond. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that 
nothing  had  as  yet  been  done  in  regard  to  the  School  Assessment  on  Price'& 
Mills,  Metis. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Q-erald  H.  Brabazon,  Secretary,  Board  of 
Examiners,  Pontiac,  inquiring  whether  Protestant  candidates  for  Teachers' 
Diplomas  might  not  be  examined  orally,  and  in  February  and  August  as 
well  as  in  May  and  November,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  state  that 
all  Protestant  candidates  for  "^j^achers'  Diplomas  must  be  examined  as 
directed  in  the  amended  regulations,  viz.,  by  written  examinations  and  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners  in  May  and  November  only. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  M.  H. 
King,  President,  Board  of  Trustees,  St.  Sylvester,  enquiring  whether  the 
Model  School  there  would  receive  the  Common  School  Grrant  as  well  as 
the  grant  from  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  that  said  Model  School  was 
entitled  to  its  share  from  the  Common  School  Grrant  as  a  dissentient  Ele-- 
mentary  School. 


1 
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A  letter  was  read  from  Rev.  D.  W.  Morison  enquiring  whether  the 
Village  of  Ormstown  might  not  be  erected  into  a  separate  municipality 
for  School  purposes,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  say  in  reply  that 
the  matter  must  be  referred  to  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction. 

Br.  Mathews'  name  was  ordered  to  be  added  to  the  Sub-Committee  of 
conference  with  the  Grovernment  on  the  proposed  new  School  Law. 

On  the  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cook,  it  was^ 
unanimously  resol  ved : 

"  That  Edward  T.  Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  of  Drummondville,  be  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public    < 
Instruction,  under  sec.  15  of  the  Act  39  Vic,  cap.  XV.". 

The  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  the  proposed  New  School  Law 
was  submitted  by  the  Chairman,  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.  He  was  requested 
to  send  copies  of  the  Report  to  each  member  of  the  Committee,  for  their 
criticisms.  Should  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  be  in 
accord  with  the  views  of  the  Sub-Committee,  the  Chairihan  was  authorized 
to  publish  the  Report  in  the  public  press  with  the  view  of  eliciting  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject. 

The  Secretary's  statement  of  account  shewing  a  balance  in  bank  of 
41,749.45  was  examined  and  found  correct. 

The  Secretary's  account  for  contingent  expenses  amounting  to  $4.29 
"was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

On  the  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Mathews,  it 
>was  unanimously  resolved : 

"  That  the  inspectors  of  Academies  be  paid  $250  each  and  their  ex- 
penses, if  approved  by  the  Chairman." 

The  revenue  from  Marriage  License  Fees  for  the  past  year  amounted 
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to  $5,800,  after  deducting  $200  for  management.    Of  this  sum  $5,000  were 
appropriated  to  TJniversity  Education,  as  follows  : 


\ 


McGill  UniTenlty $2,500  00 

Morrin  College 1,250  00 

UniTersity  of  Bishop^s  College,  LennoxrlUe 1,250  00 

$5,000  00 

The  balance  of  the  Marriage  License  Fees  amounting  to  |800  being 
added  to  the  Protestant  portion  of  the  Superior  Education  G-rant  for  the 
year,  viz.,  $9,980.13,  gives  a  total  of  $10,780.13  for  distribution  of  this 
meeting. 

The  Committee,  after  carefully  examining  and  considering  the  reports 
and  returns  of  the  inspectors  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools  in  connection 
with  the  annual  returns  from  the  different  educational  institutions  for 
45uperior  education,  agreed  to  recommend  the  payment  of  the  following 
sxuas  annexed  to  each. 

Univehsities  and  Colleges. 

McGiU  University $1,650  00 

Morrin  College.. 500  00 

15t.  Fiftncifl  College,  Richmond , l,oOO  00 

Unirerflity  and  Bishop's  College,  Lennozville 1,000  00 

$4,150  00 

Academies. 

Clots  I. 

Hnntingdon $600  00 

Lachnte,  Argenteuil 600  00 

Stanstead  and  W.  Ladles' College 600  00 

Compton,  Ladies' College 400  00 

Coaticooke,  Stanstead 400  00 

•Shcrbrooke 400  00 

$3,000  00 
Class  11. 

Bedibid,  Missisquoi $300  00 

Oranby,  Sheffoid.... 300  00 

Shawville,  Pontiac 250  00 
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Berthier-cD-baul 20 

Waterloo,  Shefford 20 

InTernesa,  Megantic 20 

EnowltoD,  Brome SO 

St.  Johns,  St.  Johna 15 

JMO 
Clou  III. 

TbuTBo,  Ottawa SIS 

Eaton,  Compton IS' 

'  'Swctitaburg,  Mjuisqnof IS 

Dunham,  MiwiBquol 15 

*  Danville,  Richmond 10 

Hatley,  StanBt««d 10 

$80 

Model  Schools. 
a™  /. 

Clarendon,  Pontlac $  T 

'  Valle)  field,  Beauharnoia 7 

Hull,  Ottavn 7 

La  Peche,  Ottawa T 

ClaninceTille,  Mieslaqiiol 7 

LMdi,  Msgantic T 

Clait  11. 

Cowansrille,  HisBiMjnol SB 

*St.  Henri,  Hochelaga S 

*  Lacbine,  Jacques  Cartler 5 

St.  Sylvester,  Lotblniere G 

■  CbelEsa,  Ottawa G 

Rawdon,  Uontcalm G 

Marbleton,  Wolfe S 

Pbilipabnrg,  Mimiiqiiol T. B 

Cookahirp,  Compton 5 

Hamonrille,  Brome G 

Hamden,  Compton 6 

*  Aylmer,  Ottawa 6 

Lacolle,  St.  John 6 

Magog,  StanBlead G 

•Qrenvllle,  Aigenteuil G 

St.  Lambert,  Cbamhly G 

Ulverton,  Dmmmoad S 

$8S 

[The  iDBtltnUoDa  marked  thns  (*>  notbaTing  sent  the  anunal  retorna  to  tl 
Public  InBtnictioD  will  be  paid  the  gntnts  made  to  tbem  after  tbe  NoTflmber  mei 
ittee,  onlj  if  «ncb  retnms  be  in  the  meantime  dnly  tent  in.] 
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Total  amount  voted  for  Superior  Education  was  |16,050,  being  in 
€xces8  of  revenue,  $269.87. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  the  30th  November  next,  or  sooner,  if  necessary  on  the  call  of 
the  Chairman. 

GEORGE  WEIR,         ' 

Secretary. 


Quebec,  30th  November,  1881. 

Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 

I   Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held.    Present :  The  Lord  Bishop'  of 

[  Quebec,  Chairman ;  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawson,  Dr.  Mathews,  R.  W.  Heneker, 

;   Esq.,  D.C.L.,  and  the  Hon.  Gfed6on  Ouimet,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 

struction. 

I  The  minutes  of  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  E.  T.  Hemming,  Esq.,  Drummond- 
ville,  intimating  his  acceptance  of  the  appointment  as  an  associate  member 
of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  Public  Instruction,  and  expressing  his  due 
appreciation  of  the  honour  conferred  on  him. 

Apologies  for  non-attendance  at  the  present  meeting,  from  the  Hon. 
Judge  Day,  the  Hon  Mr.  Perrier,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Church,  and  E.  T.  Hem- 
ming*, Esq.,  were  laid  before  the  Committee. 

The  prospectus  of  the  High  School,  Three  Rivers,  and  a  letter  from 

■  Mr.  Robert  M.  Campbell,  Principal  of  said  Institution,  regarding  its  esta- 

Mishment,  &c.,   were  laid  before  the  Committee.     Satisfaction   was  ex- 

rpressed  at  the  improved  prospects  of  this  Institution,  and  the  Secretary 

fueas  directed  to  place  it  on  the  list  for  inspection. 

The^  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  stated  that  no 
liettlement  had  yet  been  reached  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  school 
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assessment  of  Price's  Mills,  Metis,  as  there  was  some  dcJubt  about  the  pro- 
prietorship of  said  property. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  laid  before  the 
C9mmittee  the  steps  which  he  had  takenjin  regard  to  the  arrears  of  mar- 
riage license  fees  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  G-overnment  at  Ottawa,  and 
read  some  correspondence,  between  the  Quebec  and  Dominion  G-ovemmentB 
on  the  same  subject.  He  was  requested  to  continue  his  exertions  for  the 
recovery  of  the  money. 

Principal  Dawson  reported  respecting  The  Educatioi^al  Record  : 

"  That  in  the  present  year  804  copies  had  been  issued  gratuitously  to 
teachers  and  others  entitled  to  receive  the  publication.  The  t<^tal  cost  was 
$753.33,  of  which  $500  had  been  paid  by  the  Legislative  grant,  and  #253.33 
remained  to  be  paid.  The  Record  had  been  issued  regularly,  and  the  . 
December  number  was  now  in  the  press.  It  had  been  edited  and  printed 
in  a  very  creditable  manner,  and  must  have  done  much  good. 

"  It  was  now  necessary  to  make  arrangements  with  reference  to  the 

next  year.   The  returns  submitted  at  last  meeting  from  Inspectors,  through 

the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  show  that  there  are  1,049  Pro- 

testant  schools,  including  dissentient  schools,  and  that  if  all  are  to  be  sup** 

plied  with  copies,  as  well  as  the  Inspectors,  Boards  of  Examiners  and. 

members  of  the  Council  and  Education  Department,  and  exchange  copiea 

sent  to  leading  newspapers,  an  edition  of  at  least  1,000  copies  would  be- 

required.    This  the  publishers  would  undertake  to  furnish  and  mail  for  a 

sum  of  $750,  and  the  question  for  the  Committee  was  whether  the  Grovera- 

ment  grant  could  be  increased,  or  a  sum  of  |250  placed  on  the  oontiiiT^ 

gencies  of  the  Committee,  or  whether,  failing  these,  the  gratuitous  carcit*] 

lation  should  be  restricted,  or  some  mode  adopted  for  diminishing  the  ex^' 
pense. 

"  Experience  had  shown  that,  except  by  gratuitous  circulation,  only 
small  proportion  of  the  school  districts  could  be  reached,  and  after 
difficulties  we  had  now  arrived  at  the  means  of  reaching  nearly  the  w] 
It  seemed,  therefore,  inexpedient  to  abandon  the  effort  in  its  present 
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He  had  enquired  into  the  expense  of  printing,  editing,  &c.,  and  the  amount 
likely  to  be  obtained  from  advertising  and  subscriptions,  and  he  believed 
that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  issue  the  Begobd  more  cheaply  than  by 
the  estimate  he  had  stated. 


In  these  circumstances  it  appeared  advisable  to  secure,  if  possible, 
the  sum  of  $750  for  next  year,  so  as  to  be  able  to  issue  1,000  copies.  If  this 
cannot  be  done,  since  it  seems  impossible  to  make  any  selection  from  the 
lists  of  schools  without  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  districts  most  in  need 
of  information  and  stimulus,  it  would  be  the  wisest  course  to  endeavour  to 
arrange  for  a  less  frequent  issue  of  the  journal,  say  once  in  two  months, 
rather  than  diminish  the  number  of  copies.  Such  reduction  in  amount  of 
matter  and  frequency  of  issue  would,  however,  be  very  undesirable,  more 
especially  as  there  is  need  of  even  more  space  than  that  at  present  available 
for  the  introduction  of  practical  papers  of  various  kinds  on  elementary  edu- 
cation, and  the  effort  to  elicit  questions  and  communications  from  teachers 
is  likely  to  be  increasingly  successful." 

The  Committee  having  considered  the  foregoing  report,  unanimous!  y 
resolved : 

1.  That  the  amount  due  to  the  publisher  of  the  Record  be  paid  out  oif 
the  surplus  of  the  Contingent  Fund,  and  that  one  thousand  copies  be  or- 
dered for  next  year,  to  be  circulated  gratuitously  to  teachers  and  others,  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  $760. 

2..  That  the  Chairman,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ouimet  and  Mr.  Heneker  be  a 
Committee  to  confer  with  the  Q-overnment  as  to  the  increase  of  the  grant 

for  The  Educational  Record,  and,  along  with  the  Record  Sub-Com- 
mittee, to  make  enquiries  as  to  the  best  permanent  arrangements  for  an 
educational  publication,  and  to  report  at  the  meeting  in  May. 

On  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  : 

"  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cook  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mathews  be  a  Sub-Corn- 
mittee  to  examine  the  printed  report  of  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  for  the  past  year,  and  to  report  on  all  matters  of  interest 
'  recorded  therein  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Protestant  and  mixed  schools.'* 


The  following  is  the  report  from  the  Sub-Committee  on  tl 
Law: 

Eddcation  Dep. 

Quebec,  SOth|NoTe 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Protestaut  Committee 
af  the  Coundt  of  Public  Instruction : 

My  Lord, 

I  beg  to  notiiy  the  Committee  that  the  memorandum  on 
consolidation  of  the  Acts  relating  to  Public  Instruction,  witl 
ings  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Committee  thereon,  and  the  re; 
proceedings  by  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Protestant  Committ 
ted  and  circulated  amongst  the  members  of  the  Committee,  i 
m  the  press  of  Montreal,  Quebec,  and  in  most,  if  not  all,  o: 
newspapers  in  the  Eastern  Townships. 

A  discussion  took  place  on  the  question  at  the  recent  n 
Teachers'  Association,  held  at  St.  Johns,  Quebec. 

A  copy  of  the  printed  matter  above  referred  to  is  append 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed,)  E.  W.  HENEI 

On  the  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  I 
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recent  Convention  of  the  Provicial  Association  of  Protestant  Teachers,  was^ 
laid  before  the  Committee,  and  referred  to  the  same  Sub-Committee  of 
Conference  with  the  G-ovemment. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cornish,  of  McGill  University ;  Dr.  McQ-regor,  of  the 
Normal  School,  Montreal ;  Mr.  Harper,  Rector  of  the  High  School,  Quebec  ;. 
and  the  Secretary,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  examination 
papers  for  candidates  for  Teachers  Diplomas. 

The  Rev.  T.  B.  Allnutt,  B.D.,  and  the  Secretary,  were  re-appointed 
Inspectors  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools  for  the  ensuing  year  on  the 
same  terms  as  previously,  the  inspection  to  be  completed  before  the  first 
Tuesday  in  May. 

The  annual  returns  having  been  sent  to  the  Department  by  the  Sweets- 
burg  and  Danville  Academies,  and  the  Valley  field,  St.  Henri  and  Grenville 
Model  Schools,  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  was 
requested  to  recommend  the  payment  of  the  sums  allotted  to  them  from 

the  Superior  Education  Fund. 

« 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  teacher  of  the 
Model  School  at  Grenville  to  the  fact  that  all  the  subjects  required  to  be 
taught  in  Model  Schools  are  not  taught  in  said  Model  School  at  Grenville. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  put  the  newly-established  Model  School  at 
G-ould,  Lingwick,  on  the  list  for  inspection. 

The  Hon.  IheSuperintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  nothing 
had  as  yet  been  done^in  regard  to  the  list  of  text-books  approved  by  the 
Committee  and  transmitted  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  council  for  sanc- 
tion. He  was  requested  to  bring  the  matter  once  more  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Committee  a  series  of  new  Reading  Books^ 
with  a  list  of  prices  published  by  W.  T.  Gage  &  Co.,  Toronto.    The  Com- 
mittee agreed  to  consider  the  merits  of  this  new  series,  when  the  list  o&^ 
Text  Books  is  revised. 


The  Secretary's  accounts  Were  examined  and  found 
lance  at  the  credit  of  the  Contingent  Fund  in  the  Bank  of 
to  date  $1,163.88. 

The  Secretary's  contingent  expenses,  amounting  to  |6-> 
to  bo  paid. 

There  being  no  farther  businesa,  the  Committee  adj 
Wednesday,  22nd  February,  1882,  or  earlier,  if  necessarj 
the  Chairman. 

UEORGE 


Quebec,  1st 

Which  day  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  o: 
tioumet'on  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  Present:  The  Lore 
bee.  Chairman;  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawson,  Dr.  Mathews,  E.  J. 
and  the  Hon.  W.  W.  Lynch. 

The  minntes  of  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirn 

There  waa  laid  before  the  Committee  by  the  Hon.  the 
of  Public  Instruction,  some  correspondence  in  regard  to  th 
School  Assessment  on  Price's  Mills,  Metis,  by  which  it  i 
difficulty  is  satisfactorily  settled  in  the  interest  of  the  dissei 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  at  last  meeting  to  e 
printed  BexKirt  of  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
to  report  on  all  matters  of  interest  therein  as  to  the  conditi 
and  miied  schools,  gave  a  verbal  statement,  and  recomme: 
ing  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  viz  : 

"  That  the  Superintendent  be  asked  to  arrange  (1),  Th 
of  Protestant  Schools  shall  make  to  the  Frotefltant  Commi 


cerning  Protestant  Schools  upon  snch  points  as  the  Committee  may  require. 
(2)  That  Protestant  Schools  be  examined  as  far  as  possible  by  Protestant 
Inspectors." 

Dr.  Dawson  reported  from  the  Sab-Committee  on  the  Educational 
Reoobd,  that  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Weir,  had  prepared  a  revised  list  including 
l,OSd  names.  On  this  list  the  Record  has  been  issued,  and  the  present 
issue  amounts  to  946  copies.  Authority  was  given  to  send  a  portion  of  the 
balance  of  the  1,000  copies  agreed  for  to  newspapers  in  exchange. 

It  was  reported  by  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  that  the  list  of  School 
Books  had  been  agreed  to.  It'was  ordered  that  the  list  be  sent  to  the 
&ECoaD  for  publication,  and  that  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  be  also 
^quested  to  have  copies  printed  for  circulation. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bell  regarding  the  Model 
ol  at  Maple  Grove,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  say,  that,  if  the 
ler  of  said  school  holds  a  Model  School  Diploma,  and  Model  School 
i  is  being  done  in  said  school,  it  would  be  inspected  with  a  view  to- 
'  participating  in  the  grant  for  Superior  Education. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  J,  Gear,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Protestant 
hool  Commissioners'  Board,  Dunham  Academy,  complaining  of  the  divi- 
m  of  the  grants  from  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  the  Secretary  was 
structed  to  say,  that  said  division  of  grants  was  made  after  a  careful  , 
amination  of  the  annual  reports  from  the  Academies,  and  of  Teports  of 
speclors  in  whom  the  Committee  has  confidence. 

Two  lettars  having  been  read  from  Mr.  Gerald  H.  Brabazon,  Portage 
I  Fort,  recommending  the  establishment  of  a  Protestant  Board  of  Exami- 
Ts  for  the  county  of  Pontiac,  and  suggesting  the  names  of  certain  parties 
members  of  such  Board,  it  was  moved  by  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  Dr. 
lok,  and  unanimously  resolved  : 

"  That  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  be  requested  to  recommend  to  the 
jvemment  the  appointment  of  a  separate  Board  of  Examiners  for  the 
nnty  of  Pontiac,  and  that,  Dr.  Purvis,  Mr.  Brabazon,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
otherwell,  the  Rev.  James  Robeson,  and  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Naylor,  Shaw- 
tle,  all  of  Portage  du  Fort,  be  members  of  said  Board." 


^ 


A  letter  having  been  read  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Forde,  Principal  of  the  . 
Central  School,  Sherhrooke,  in  behalf  of  the  School  Commissioners  of  said 
City,  requesting  that  Messrs.  Gage  &  Co.'s  new  English  Headers  be  autho- 
rized for  use  in  the  Pablic  Schools  of  the  Province  of  Qaebec,  it  was  aaaui- 
monsly  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Cook,  seconded  by  Dr.  Dawson,  that 
the  Government  be  requested  to  have  said  new  English  Readers,  published 
by  Messrs.  Gage  &  Co.,  added  to  the  list  already  sanctioned. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq.,  it 
was  ttnanimously  resolved : 

"  That  this  Committee  would  respectfully  represent  to  the  Government 
their  wish  and  expectation,  that  any  matters  of  educational 
should  be  communicated  to  the  Committee  for  such  represents 
may  think  proper  to  make  on  the  same,  and  that  the  Chairman 
and  Dr.  Mathews,  be  a  Sub-Committee  of  Conference  with  the  G 
on  all  STich  matters." 

The  Secretary  submitted  accounts  and  vouchers,  which  wen 
and  found  correct,  the  balance  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal  to 

.$873.48. 

The  Secretary's  account  for  contingent  expenses  amountii 
was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

There  being  no  further  [business,  the  Committee  adjourm 
on  Wednesday  the  Slst  May,  or  sooner  if  necessary  on  the 
Chairman. 

GEORGE   WI 


•    t 


t 
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Quebec,  31  May,  1882. 


Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
Conncil  of  Public  Instruction  was  held : 

Present,  the  Lord  Bishopfof  Quebec,  chairman  ;  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawson^ 
the  Honorable  James  Ferrier ;  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  Dr.  Mathewa 
and  the  Honorable  G-6deon  Ouimet,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction- 

The  minutes  of  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

A  resolutioh  passed  at  last;  meeting  in  regard  to  returns  being  made  ta 
this  Committee  fiom  Protestant  Elementary  Schools  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince, was  again  discussed,  and  the  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Pu- 
blic Instruction  was  respectfully  requested  to  hare  said  returns  made  in 
accordance  with  directions  contained  in  a  circular  to  Inspectors  issued  by 
tJie  Committee  on  this  subject  in  1877. 

After  some  discussion,  itjwas  unanimously  resolved  : 

"  That  the  list  of  approved  school-books  be  reprinted  in  the  Educa- 
tional Becord,  and  that'a  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  list  be  ordered  for.     • 
the  use  of  this  Committee  " 

The  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that 
a  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners  for  the  county  of  Pontiac  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  that  Messrs.  Gage  &  Co.'s  New  English  School  Readers  hi^d 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Government,  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  Dr.  Mathews,  it  was  unani*- 
mously-  resolved : 

"  That  the  sub-Committee  on  the  School  Law  be  requested  to  prepare- 
and  submit  to  this  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  September  a  draft  of  the 
amendments  required  in  the  School  Law  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Protestant 
schools  and  other  Educational  Institutions.  ^ 

That  said  sub-Committee  consist  of  Dr.  Heneker,  Dr.  Church  and  the^ 


mover,  and  shall  hare  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Weir,  the  S 
Committee. 

That  the  Superintendent  he  requested  to  place  at  the 
sub-Committee  the  services  of  the  Protestant]  Secretary  of  tl 

The  sub-Committee  on  the  Educational  Record  report* 
asked  leave  to  meet  again. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  : 

"  That  the  Superintendent  be  requested  to  confer  wi 
meut  with  a  liew  to  securing  an  additional  grant  of  $250 

•tioual  Kecord." 

A  letter  from  the  Bev.  Thomas  Ball.  Maple  Grove,  ii 
model  school  there  was  read,  and  its  consideration  left 


The  taking  into  consideration  of  an  asking  from  Werte 
to  the  effect  of  constituting  the  school  of  that  municipality 
was  also  left  over  till  next  meeting. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Allen,  Rector,  Clarencevi! 
the  payment  of  grant  from  Superior  Education  Fund  to  th 
there,  was  referred  to  the  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of 
tion. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  R.  Beatty,  Sec 
pro  tern.,  St.  Lambert  School  Commissioners,  in  regard  to  a 
management  in  present  circumstances  of  the  model  school 
tary  was  directed  to  say  that  the  Committee  sees  no  other 
difficulty  than  by  seeking  an  alteration  of  the  present  spt 
through  the  member  for  the  county  or  in  any  other  way  t 
to  gain  the  object  sought. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  F.J.  Bamford,  Principal  of  the  Du 
together  with  testimonials  in  his  favor,  was  referred  to  tht 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  His  Lordship,  th 


r 
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A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  H.  Hubbard,  Secretary,  Board  of  Examiners, 
'   Sherbrooke,  stating  that  the  Rev.  Archibald  Duff,  D.D.,  had  been  appointed 
[I  President  of  said  Board  of  Examiners,  Sherbrooke,  in  room  of  W.  R.  Doak, 
',    Esq.,  deceased,  and  recommending  that  the  Rev.  Isaac  Brock,  and  Henry 
D.  Lawrence,   Esq.,   both  of  Sherbrooke,  be  appointed  members  of  said 
Board  oi  Examiners,  Sherbrooke,  to  fill  the  vacancies  at  present  existing 
in  said  Board,    The  Honorable  the  Superintendent  was  requested  to  recom- 
mend the  Government  to  appoint  the  aforesaid  Rev.  Isaac  Brock  and 
Henry   D.    Lawrence,   Esq.,   members   of   the   said   Board   of  Examiners, 
.Sherbrooke. 

A  petition  from  the  Trustees  oi  the  Cowansville  model  school  askinsr 
that  said  school  be  constituted  an  Academy  was  read  and  its  consideration 
deferred  till  next  meeting  in  September. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  John  Legrand,  intimating  his  resignation 
^s  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners  for  the  county  of  Bona- 
venture.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  the  Chairman  of  said 
Board  of  Examiners,  Bonaventure,  requesting  that  said  Board  nominate 
another  suitable  person  in  room  of  Mr.  John  Legrand. 

The  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Institution  stated  that 

nothing  further  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License 
I  Fees.     The  Honorable  Mr.  Ferrier,  and  the  Honorable  the  Superintendent 

of  Public  Instruction  were  requested  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
;  bringing  the  question  of  said  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees   under  the 

notice  of  the  Dominion  G-overnment  with  the  view  of  said  arrears  being 

paid  over  to  this  Committee  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cook,  it  was  unani- 
I  anously  resolved : 

**  That,  since  it  appears  from  the  census  that  1,611  persons  return  their 
religion  as  Jews,  Pagans,  other  denominations,  and  no  religion,  and  since 

,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  persons  depend  on  the  Protestant 
Schools  for  education,  it  be  a  request  to  the  Q-overnment  through  the  Hono- 

i^rable  the  Superintendent  of  Education  that  these  persons  be  added  to  the 
Protestant  lists." 


The  accounts  with  voachers  submitted  by  the  Secreta 
and  found  correct,  the  balance  to  date  in  the  Bank  ol 
«368.25. 

The  Secretary's  contingent  expenses  for  past  quar 
J11.00_  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

It  was  agreed  that,  if  any  of  the  days  appointed 
meetings,  viz. :  the  last  Wednesdays  of  February,  May,  Au 
ber,  should  fall  on  a  legal  holiday,  said  meeting  should 
the  following  "Wednesday. 

It  was  farther  agreed  that  the  August  meeting  be  pc 
nesday,  the  1 3th  September. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjc 
the  13th  September  next  or  earlier,  if  necessary,  on  the 
mah. 

GEORC 


Quebec,  13th  Sep! 

Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  ' 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held.  Present :  the 
Quebec  in  the  Chair  ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawson,  R. '' 
D.O.L..  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Montreal,  the  Rev  Dr.  Mathew 
Lynch,  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  and  the  Hon.  G6df( 
intendent  of  Public  Instraction- 

The  minntes  of  the  former  meeting  were  read  and  cc 

There  was  read  a  letter  of  apology  for  non-attendani 
L.  R.  Church. 


Dr.  Dawson  read  the  following  report  from  the  Sab-C9mmitt^  on 
School  Law  : 

"  The  Snb-Committee  on  special  legal  provisions  for  Protestant  Schools, 

beg  leaTe  to  report  six  clanses  of  a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 

Protestant  Schools,  together  with  snggestions  ifor  several  other  clanses, 

propose  to  reduce  to  proper  form  at  their  next  meeting,  if 

the  Committee, 

would  reconunend  :  1.  That  the  clauses  as  adopted  by  the  Sub- 
should  be  printed  as  early  as  possible,  for  private  circulation 
ibers  of  the  Committee. 

at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  should  be  held  before  the  next 
tie  Legislatiire,  to  consider  and  finally  adopt  the  clauses,  apd 
es  should  be  taken  to  secure  a  full  meeting. 

at  a  respectful  rtquest  be  made  to  the  Government  to  grant 
ttee  an  interview,  so  as  to  permit  more  full  explanations- 

Sub-Committee  has  based  its  proposals  for  legislation  on  the  felt ' 
e  Protestant  minority,  as  expressed  in  the  resolutions  of  this 
passed  some  time  ago,  and  with  such  modifications  as  occurred 
>nt  discussion. 

irinciple  which  has  guided  your  Sub-Committee  is  that  of  pre- 
sd  body  of  law  suitable  to  the  wants  of  the  Protestant  minority, 
the  Roman  Catholic  majority  free  to  proceed  with  the  changes 
,t  various  times  in  their  system,  without  interference  with  the 
irements  of  the  Protestant  Schools." 

(Signed,)  J.  W.  DAWSON, 

Conoener. 

>me  discussion  on  the  clauses  referred  to  above,  it  was  unani- 
)lved : 

the  Sub-Committee  on  the  School  Law  |do  sit  again  and  print 
;e  among  the  members  of  the  Gommitte  their  proposals  before 
eting  of  the  Committee." 


It  was  agreed  to  add  l)r.  Cook's  name  lo  the  Sob-Com 
Law. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instructioi 
owing  to  the  change  in  the  Government  and  the  absence 
from  the  city,  nothing  h^d  been  done  aB  to  an  addltioni 
Educational  Reoobd.  The  Sub-Committee  on  the  Bai 
Record  was  requested  to  report  to  next  meeting. 

The  Snb:Gommittee  to  which  the  case  of  Mr.  F.  1.  Ba 
referred,  recommended  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  (ha 
the  Superior  Education  Fund  to  Dunham  Academy  be  paii 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
had  had  an  interview  with  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  <Fohn  1 
regard  to  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees,  and  that  thf 
Premier  of  the  Dominion  had  promised  that  the  claim  o 
Committee  on  said  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees  shouh 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Ilistructio 
nothing  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  neutral  panel. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  r< 
Rev.  Isaac  Brock,  and  Henry  D.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  both  of 
been  appointed  members  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Sherl 
mended  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  having  had  before  them  a  reference  fi 
Examiners,  Montreal,  in  regard  to  the  granting  of  Dip] 
parties,  agreed  to  the  recommendations  of  said  Board  of  1 

'  treal. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  Thomas  Blaylock,  Pref 
Board  of  Examiners,  Co.  Bonaventure,  recommending:  {1. 
T.  W.  George,  of  New  Carlisle,  be  appointed  a  member  of 
Board  of  Examinere,  County  Bonaventure,  in  the  place  of  I 
resigned ;  (2.)  That  the  Examinations  for  Teachers'  Dipk) 
June  and  December,  instead  of  in  May  and  November, 
months  the  roada  in  the  Gasp6  coast  are  almost  impaasable 


835 


The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  was  requested  to  recommend  the  Grovern- 
ment  to  appoint  the  aforesaid  Rev.  T.  W.  George,  of  New  Carlisle,  a  member 
of  the  said  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  County  Bonaventure. 

In  regard  to  the  second  recommendation  in  Mr.  Blaylock's  letter,  the 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Boards  of 
Examiners,  inquiring  whether  |it  would  be  inconvenient  to  change  the 
present  times,  viz.,  May  and  November,  to  June  and  December,  for  the 
Examination  of  Candidatesjfor  Teachers'  Diplomas. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  put  the  Model  Schools  of  Sorel  and  Bury^ 
on  the  list  for  Inspection  for  next  year. 

Resolutions  from  the|  Provincial  Association  of  Protestant  Teachers, 
passed  at  their  late'meetingin  Sherbrooke,  in  regard  to  (I.)  Time  of  Inspec- 
tion of  High  and  Model  Schools,  (II.)  Central  Examining  Board,  (III.) 
Increased  means  of  Professional  Training,  (IV.)  Representation  of  Elemen- 
tary Education  on^theJJProtestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Ins- 
truction, were  received  and  read,  and  the  portions  of  them  involving  a 

change  of  law  were  referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  School  Law. 

\ 
The  reports  and  tabulated  statements  of  the  results  of  the  last  Inspec- 
tion of  the  Academies  and  Model  Schools  were  laid  before  the  Committee, 
and  the  Secretary|was  instructed  to  have  the  general  Rex)orts  of  the  Inspec- 
tors, together  with  the  said  tabulated  Statements,  published  in  the  Eduoa* 
TioNAL  Record, 

The  revenue  for  Marriage  License  Fees  for  the  past  year  amounted  to 
f  6,322,  after  deducting  $200  for  management.     Of  this  sum,  five  thousand, 
dollars  were  appropriated  to  University  Education  as  follows : — 

McGiU  Univereitr |2,600 

Jforrin  College 1,250 

Uniyersity  of  Bishop^s  College,  LennozTille 1,250 

$5,000 

The  balance  of  the  Marriage  License  Fees,  amounting  to  $1,322,  being 
added  to  the  Protestant  portion,  according  to  the  recent  Census  of  the 
Snperior  Education  Grant  for  the  year,  amounting  to  $9,700,  gives  a  total 
of  $11,022  for  distribution  at  this  meeting. 


The  Committee,  after  carefully  examining  and  considering  the  Reports 
and  Returns  of  the  Inspectors  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  annual  Returns  from  the  different  Educational 
for  Superior  Education,  agreed  to  recommend  the  payment  of  t 
sums  annexed  to  each  : — 

Univkksities  and  Colleges.  ' 

MoQiU  Univareitj 

Uorrin   Collage 

St.  Francis  College,  Blchmond 

IjQiTergitf  of  BUbop'B  College,  LenuozTille 

Academies. 

Ciau  I. 

Lachate,  Ai^nteutl 

titaiuti.ad  aud  Westeyaa  Ladica'  College 

Coaticouk,   StaDHteitd 

Huntingdon  

ComptOQ,  Ladles'  College 

Sherbrooke 


Claa  II. 


KnowltoD,  Brome \ 

Qranbr,  Sheffotd 

EaUm,  ComptoQ 

JnvurDeati,  Megaatic 

Waterloo,  Shefford 

Sbawville,   Pontiac , 

Three  RiverB,  St.  Maurice 

Bertbler  (en  haul),  Bertbiar 

Bedrord,   HissiBqaoi 

St.  Jobns,  St.  Johns. 

UUreaceville,  Uis«igquoi 

Batley,  Stanstead 

DiiDham  Ladles'  College,  Mlssiequoi . . 


Model  Schools. 

ClOM   I. 

arg,  UliBisquoi (1 

rille,  HJBgisquoi 

ild,  BMuhamoie 


St    JohOB.. 

legiiQtic 

Pontiac  .... 
m,Fontiac.. 


$600 


Clau  II. 


wtn,  I«tb)niire $50 

intawa. 50 

C,  Argwiteail GO 

ya,  Wolfe So 

,t»wa 50  ^ 

Ottawa. , 51) 

'Q,  Compton SO 

If  ODtcalm 50 

wrt,  Cbambl]' 50 

e,  Ottawa 50 

arg,  MlBBisquoi 50 

ge,  Uisiisqaoi ■'><> 

FD,  Cbateanguar 50 

^omptOD 50 

Shefford 50 

$soo 

re  grants  amount  in  all  to  115,851),  and,  together  with  $120. 
)ke  Academy  for  laat  year,  make  $15,970,  which  snm  being 
n  the  total  amonnt,  viz.,  $16,022,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
perior  Education,  leaves  a  balance  of  $52. 

innts  with  voachers,  submitted  by  the  Secretary,  were  examined 
rrect,  balance  to  date  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal  being,  $746.77. 
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Tlie  Secretary's  contingent  expenses,  amounting  to  $3.80,  were  ordered 
if)  be  paid. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Vial's  application  was  considered,  and  the  Committee 
<3annot  recommend  the  grant  to  be  made  to  St.  Dunstan  Model  School,  Lake 
Beauport. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  the  29th  November,  or  sooner,  if  necessary,  on  the  call  of  the 
Chairman. 

GEOEGE  WEIE, 

Secret€iry^ 
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SECRETARY'S  OFFICE. 


Qtjebbc,  22nd.  December,  188S 


the  Honorable  Th^odobe  Kobitaille,  Lieutenant-Governor 
\e  Province  of  Qu^ec. 


trwaid  to  Yoar  Honor  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
iou  for  the  scholastic  year  1882-83. 
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Sir, 

Tonr  MoBtJObedient  Servant, 

JEAN  BLANCHBT, 

Provincial  Secretary. 
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E;d6on  Ouimet,  Superintendent 
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1D80N,  Acconntant 
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do 
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do 
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RimouBki 
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Chicoatimi 

do 
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Recording-Secretary. 

PROTESTANT  COMMITTEE 

Honorable  Q-^DfioN  Ouimbt,  Superintendent 

Tlie  Bight  Rev.  James  Williams,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Quebec,  Chairman- 

The  Right  Rev.  Wm.  B.  Bond,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Bishop  of  Montreal 

*  Venerable  Arch-deacon  Leach,  M.A.  D.C.L.  LLD.,  Vice-Chancellor 
'    of  Mc»ill  College 

Rev.  John  Cook,  D.D.,  Principal  of  Morrin  College 

Principal  Dawson,  CM-G.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  McGill  College 

t  Honorable  Justice  Day,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  Chancellor  of  McGill  University 

Honorable  James  Ferrier,  Senator,  M.L.C. 
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E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L. 


*  Besigned  dnring  the  year, 
t  Since  dead. 
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JLIC  IN8TRTJCTIOK 


QUBBBC,  26tli  December  1888. 


iks  Blanchet, 

Provincial  Secretary. 


:  honor  to  stibmit  my  report  upon  pablic  instruction  in  the 
,ebec  for  the  scholastic  year  1882-88. 

General  Summary. 
other  reports,  I  will  first  give  a  table  showing  our  present 
>n  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


1876-77 

1877-78 

InCTMH. 

1878-79 

Increaae. 

»49 
4163 
3826 
4115 
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1T8S3I 
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94 
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ue. 
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Iucr«we. 

1881-82 
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93 
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ipare  the  above  table  with  the  following : 


1878-TI 

1877-78 

..c~« 

65294 
128432 
12101 
GB80B 
16665 

nir, 

70826 
134634 

138  69 
636&8 
19626 
20914 

1680-81 

iDcreaMOT 

decrease. 

isei-83 

Increaw 

75190 
148911 
2129B 

Tuia 

26070 
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4647  dec. 
4941  dee. 
3404  Inc. 
1334  dec. 
1278  ino. 

20ee  dec. 

S2308 
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25245 
7B615 
28133 

60099 

681  a 

8769 
39S0 

7097 
2063 

11388 

les  are  assuredly  a  source  of  satisftM 
ation. 


;acleB  arising  from  circumstances  or  v 
vUl  place  in  oar  path,  we  continnt 
esBors  is  successfully  continued. 

he  following  table,  showing  the  mo 
!  of  interest  to  the  public.     It  com 
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The  above  table  is  highly  instmctive  and  perfectly  exact,  according  to 
official  statistics.  But  I  must  take  this  opi)ortunity  to  state  that  the  method 
of  collecting  these  statistics  has  frequently  varied.  The  substance  however 
has  remained  the  same,  though  the  form  has  changed.  Experience  has 
caused  modifications  to  be  made,  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  make  our 
information  more  precise  and  complete. 

Even  this  year  the  recapitulatory  Table  of  the  inspectors'  reports  has 
I  been  altered  so  as  to  enable  us  to  give  more  information  than  formerly. 
A  glance  at  it  will  prove  this  statement. 


SUCIGESTIONS   MADE  BY   INSPECTORS. 

Amongst  the  suggestions  made  by  the  insiM^ctors  there  are  two  which 
are  especially  worthy  of  our  attention. 

The  first  is  to  determine  the  allotment  of  the  subsidy  granted  by  the 
Legislature  in  proportion  to  the  average  attendance  of  the  children  at  school, 
and  not  according  to  the  census. 

For  a  long  time  past  the  law  compels  heads  of  families  to  pay  school 
taxes,  even  if  they  do  not  send  their  children  to  school.  The  intention  of  the 
Legislature  in  this  case  was  to  compel  the  parents,  within  certain  limits  to 
benefit  by  the  advantages  placed  within  their  reach,  or  at  least  to  remove 
the  temptation  of  keeping  the  children  at  school  from  motives  of  false 
economy.  And  it  is  considered  that  if,  to  this  general  obligation,  were 
added  that  of  obtaining  a  certificate  of  attendance  which  would  serve  as  a 
basis  on  which  to  calculate  the  quantum  of  the  grant,  it  would  be  an  addi- 
tional reason  to  induce  the  rate-payers  to  see  that  the  children  were 
punctual  in  their  attendance.  Every  one  knows  that  irregular  attendance 
is  the  great  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  education. 

The  second  suggestion  relates  to  certificates  of  capacity.  It  would 
consist  in  abolishing  the  diploma  for  primary  and  second  class  schools  and 
to  retain  only  model  school  diplomas,  and  those  granted  by  normal 
schools. 
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This  suggestion  is  founded  on  an  undeniable  pedagogical  axiom 
namely :  that  more  cultivated  fitness  is  required  to  teach  a  primary,  than 
to  teach  a  model  school. 

It  is  in  effect  more  difficult  to  make  oneself  understood  by  a  child 
whose  mind  is  not  yet  formed  than  to  communicate  ideas  to  intelligeaces 
which  are  already  possessed  of  a  certain  number  of  them.  Only  the  best  of 
teachers  can  really  manage  a  primary  school. 

It  remains  only  to  be  seen  whether  under  present  circumstances,  snch 
a  reform  would  be  acceptable  and  well  received. 


Protestant  Schools. 

During  the  year  a  special  report  has  been  made  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  Protestant  Schools  of  the  Province,  by  doing  away  with  certain  cus- 
toms such  as  "  Boarding-around  "  and  frequent  change  of  teachers,  which 
prevailed  in  a  large  number  of  these  schools.    In  order  to  secure  the  co-ope- 
ration of  all  those  interested  in  these  schools,  a  conference  of  the  Protestant 
Inspectors  was  held  at  the  Department  early  in  January,  when  a  definite 
programme  of  desirable  improvements  was  adopted  which  was  to  be  urged 
upon  the  attention  of  the  School  Commissioners,  trustees  and  teachers  of  the 
Protestant  Schools.    The  English  Secretary  of  the  Department  then  visited 
the  Protestant  sections  of  the  Province  and  discussed  the  proposed  changes 
with  the  Commissioners  and  Trustees  of  each  county  who  were  called 
together  for  that  purpose.    The  proposed  improvements  were  very  favorably 
received  at  these  meetings  and  the  recommendations  were  adopted  in  almost 
every  instance.    The  following  circular,  containing  the  recommendatioiuB 
which  had  been  generally  accepted,  was  accordingly  issued  to  Commis- 
sioners and  Trustees  of  Protestant  Schools. 


Depabtment  of  Public  iNarRucrioN. 

Quebec,  3rd  April, : 


I  h&Te  the  hoaor  to  direct  yonr  special  attention  to  the  followinf^  ins- 
tractione  concerning  the  management  of  the  schools  nnder  yonr  control : 

I.  BoARDiNO  AROUND. — It  is  the  opinion  of  all  persons  acquainted  with 

the  circQinstfUices  and  reqairementa  of  onr  District  Schools,  that  the  time 

has  come  when  the  custom  of  requiring  teachers  to  board  from  house  to- 

house  among  the  inhabitajits  of  a  district  should  be  discontinued  in  those 

municipalities  in  which  it  still  prevailB.    This  custom  is  injurious  to  the 

health  of  the  teacher  ;  it  renders  the  discipline  of  the  school  more  difficult, 

especially  for  young  teachers,  by  giving  rise  to  undue  familiarity  between 

318  and  their  pupils  ;  it  is  a  froitfol  source  of  neighborhood  quarrels  ; 

irives  the  teacher  of  the  quiet  retirement  requisite  for  the  study  and 

ration  of  school  work,  which  is  so  necessary  for  successful  teaching, 

lierefore  this  custom  must  seriously  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the 

Is.     Yon  are  therefore  requested  to  provide  that  each  teacher  of  your 

cipality  shall,  for  the  future,  have  a  permanent  boarding  place  ;  and 

re  hereby  notified  that  no  grant  will  be  paid  to  a  municipality  where 

nstom  of  boarding  around  prevails,  after  the  first  of  January,  1884. 

I.  A  Uniform  Series  op  Authorized  Text-Books.— It  is  the  duty 
lool  Commissioners  and  Trustees  to  provide  that  no  other  books  be 
in  the  schools  under  their  jurisdiction  than  those  approved  andrecom- 
ed  by  the  Committees  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  Moreover, 
two  or  more  text-books  have  been  authorized  for  each  of  the  elemen- 
abjects  of  the  School  Course,  it  frequently  happens  that  the  pupils  of 
K>1  belonging  to  the  same  grade  are  provided  with  different  test-books 
e  same  subject,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  teacher  and  to  the 
T  of  the  school.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  in  order  to  secure  a  uni- 
ty of  books  in  each  school  of  a  municipality  it  is  necessary  for  the 
1  Commissioners  or  Trustees  to  select  from  the  list  of  authorized  books 
of  books  for  the  use  of  their  respective  municipalities,  naming  only 


)r  oue  graded  eet  of  bool^  in  each  subject. 

to  prepare,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  a  list  o 
.8  of  your  mtinicipaUty  and  to  give  notice  tha 
ezclasivo  nse  of  the  books  of  the  list  after  the  fi 
)1  Inspector  for  your  municipality  will  be  able  to 

in  the  preparation  of  this  list,  a  copy  of  which 
I  to  this  Department  not  later  than  the  first  of  J 

on  as  your  list  has  been  prepared,  it  should  be 
ITS  for  the  benefit  of  parents  andlocalbooksellere 
instructed,  when  furnished  with  the  list,  to  ad 
mentioned  in  the  list  into  their  schools,  and  to 
:  contained  in  the  list,  from  their  schools  after 
the  payment  of  the  grant  to  your  municipality 
red  list  being  rigidly  adhered  to. 

Bourse  of  Study.—  It  has  long  been  felt,  by  th 
with  our  elementary  schools,  that  a  course  of 
for  the  guidance  of  the  elementary  teachers  ;  a 
!  untrained  and  inexperienced.  Such  a  coursi 
en  prepared,  copies  of  which  are  enclosed  herew 
,  It  is  not  proposed  to  lay  down  an  exact  limii 
y  schools  are  to  work  out  in  a  given  time.  Th 
nposition  and  circumstances  of  the  schools  forbi 
to  provide  a  plan  of  studies  which  will  be  a 
n  carrying  on  their  work.  This  course  of  stu( 
.  classifying  the  school ;  it  will  indicate  the  w( 
ap  by  each  class  ;  it  will  secure  the  symmetric 
t  provides  that  a  reasonable  amount  of  work  shi 
yects  of  the  school  course,  and  it  will  do  away, 
e  disputes  which  arise  so  frequently  between  t 
and  the  pupils  or  parents  on  the  other,  concern 
vhich  a  pupil  is  to  study. 

are  therefore  strongly  urged  to  adopt  this  cours 
i*  your  municipality,  if  a  similar  course  is  not  all 
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When  notice  is  sent  to  this  Department  that  the  course  of  study  has 
been  adopted  by  your  municipality  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  will  be 
forwarded  to  supply  all  your  schools. 

IV.  The  ENaAGEMENT  of  Teachebs. — It  is  very  important  in  the 
interests  of  the  schools,  that  the  law  which  provides  that  teachers  shall  be 
engaged  by  the  School  Commissioners  and  by  written  contract  should  be 
strictly  adhered  to. 

The  School  Commissioners  and  Trustees  can  in  this  way  prevent  many 
district  quarrels  which  arise  when  the  teacher  is  selected  by  the  local 
manager  ;  they  can  place  the  more  experienced  teachers  in  the  larger  and 
more  difficult  schools  and  can  give  the  younger  teachers  the  smaller  and 
less  trying  schools.  They  can  encourage  the  efficient  teachers,  having  the 
larger  and  more  difficult  schools  under  their  care,  by  giving  them  a  little 
larger  salary  than  is  given  to  the  teachers  just  entering  upon  their  work, 
and,  in  this  way,  they  can  promote  the  general  interests  of  the  schools  of 
the  municipality.  A  still  more  important  point  is  to  retain  the  same  teacher 
throughout  the  school  year.  There  is  probably  no  custom  which  interferes 
so  much  with  the  efficiency  of  our  schools  as  the  custom  of  engaging^ 
teachers  for  a  term  of  three  or  four  months,  thereby  placing  the  children 
under  the  care  of  two  diflferent  teachers  during  a  short  school  year. 

The  practice  is  not  only  injurious  but  it  is  unnecessary  and  prevails 
only  in  certain  portions  of  the  Eastern  Townships. 

It  wastes  the  time  and  retards  the  progress  of  the  pupils ;  it  tends  to 
make  the  teachers  careless  about  the  results  of  their  work ;  it  makes  it 
impossible  to  ascertain  when  a  teacher  is  doing  good  work  and  it  prevents 
the  teacher  carrying  out  any  definite  plan  of  work  in  the  school. 

All  the  French  Schools  of  the  Province  engage  their  teachers  by  the 
school  year.  Protestant  Superior  Schools  make  yearly  engagements  with 
their  teachers,  and  a  large  number,  and  these  the  best  of  the  Protestant 
Elementary  Schools,  follow  the  same  plan.  I  cannot  impress  upon  you. too 
strongly  the  importance  of  engaging  your  teachers  for  the  number  of  months 
that  your  schools  are  to  continue  in  session  during  the  school  year.  I  desire 
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to  remind  yon,  iu  this  connection,  that  when  teachers  an 
number  of  months,  it  is  the  calendar  month  that  is  nnderst 
law  provides  that  every  Saturday  shall  be  a  school  ho 
requested  to  attend  to  these  points  in  the  engagement  of  yt 

V.  The  School  Year. — ^The  length  of  teachers'  engaj 
intimately  connected  with  another  important  question,  viz : 
of  the  terms  of  the  school  year. 

The  custom  of  dividing  the  school  year  into  two  distim 
ing  Summer  and  Winter  Schools  separated  by  long  holidayi 
feres  with  the  progress  of  the  pupils  and  should  be  avoide<3 
possible  to  do  so.     A  continuous  school  year,  with  such  si 
'^''■'  the  Commissioners  and  Trustees  may  appoint  (beginning  fo 

the  first  of  September),  has  very  great  advantages  over  the 
and  "Winter  terms.  In  the  first  place  the  younger  children 
to  attend  during  September  and  October  and  during  the  i 
the  Winter  months  and  would  derive  as  much  benefit  as  th 
ing  a  Summer  term,  when  we  take  into  account  the  little 
during  the  hot  weather  of  July  and  August,  when  most  oi 
Schools  are  in  session.  The  School  Inspectors  report  that  tl 
the  Summer  Schools,  during  the  hot  weather  of  July  and  A 
very  little. 

The  older  children  who  are  retained  at  home  in  the  Su 
five  or  six  months  school  instead  of  three  or  four,  as  in  thee 
term  and  would  in  that  time  overtake  nearly  double  the  w( 
short  Winter  term. 

The  practice  of  having  the  school  year  consist  of  one  scl 
short  holidays  prevails  in  the  French  Schools  of  the  Provii 
testant  Superior  Schools,  and  in  a  large  portion  of  the  best 
mentary  Schools.  And  these  elementary  schools  are  manift 
those  which  have  the  Summer  and  Winter  terms. 

You  are  therefore  strongly  recommended  to  make  your 
sist  of  one  session  with  short  holidays  under  the  same  tea 
be  done  at  once  in  all  village  schools,  and  thickly  aettlet 


Some  of  the  above  instructions  have  no  doubt  already  been  complied 
with  in  the  management  of  the  schools  of  your  municipality,  and  you  will 
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should  be  carried  out  in  all  the  districts  of  a  municipality,  an  exception 

being  made  when  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  a  district  make  it  undesirable.  '^i 

VI.  Teachers'  Meetings. — ^As  the  great  majority  of  the  teachers  of  the 
Elementary  Schools  in  the  Province  have  received  no  professional  training, 
I  have  directed  the  Inspectors  to  hold,  at  least  once  a  year,  a  meeting  of 
teachers  in  each  county,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  difficulties, 
defects  and  desirable  improvements  of  the  schools  of  the  county,  and  also 
for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  by  means  of  Papers,  Model  Lessons,  etc.,  the 
best  methods  of  teaching  and  organizing  elementary  schools.  As  the  object 
of  these  meetings  is  to  make  the  teachers  more  efficient  and  therefore  more 
valuable  to  the  municipality,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  School  Commissioners  to 
encourage  their  teachers  to  attend  these  meetings  and  to  do  all  they  can  to 
promote  their  success. 

VII.  The  Educational  Kecord. — ^This  Magazine,  which  is  issued 
every  two  months,  is  provided  free  of  charge  to  every  Protestant  School  in 
the  Province.  It  contains  all  the  official  information  connected  with  Pro- 
testant Education  in  the  Province,  together  with  original  and  selected  arti- 
cles upon  the  practical  work  of  the  school  room.  As  the  teachers  of  the 
elementary  schools  change  frequently  from  school  to  school,  great  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  distributing  this  magazine  among  them.  It  is  now 
addressed  to  each  school  or  school  district  instead  of  to  the  individual  teacher. 
Teachers  should,  therefore,  enquire  for  the  Record,  at  their  respective  post- 
offices,  in  the  name  of  the  school  or  school  district  where  they  are  at  work, 
and  not  in  their  own  names.  If,  upon  careful  enquiry  at  the  neighboring 
post-oflfices,  it  is  found  that  no  copy  has  been  received  for  a  particular  school 
or  school  district,  information  should  be  sent  to  this  department  at  once, 
giving  the  local  name  and  number  of  the  district  and  post-office  address, 
and  a  copy  of  the  Eecord  will  be  sent  immediately. 

School  Commissioners  would  promote  the  interests  of  their  schools  by 
circulating  this  information  concerning  the  Eecord  among  their  teachers, 
and  by  encouraging  them  to  obtain  and  read  this  Educational  Magazine. 
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'  to  direct  your  special  attention  U 
it  to  your  mnntcipality. 

ise  instructions  will  receive  that  ci 
ice  of  the  subjects  to  which  they  reft 
,e  work  done  in  yonr  schools  will  de 
energy  and  faithfulness  with  whic} 


1,  no  doubt,  suggest  themselves  in  ci 
in  this  circular.  But  it  should  b 
te  issued  after  a  careful  consideratio 

consultation  with  the  School  lus] 
familiar  with  the  working  of  our 
opinion  is  that  the  objections  to  th 

real  and  that  the  instructions  of  thee 
ied  out  to  meet  with  general  approi 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Crentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
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jircnlar  and  the  Course  of  Study  have  met  with  the  general 
f  School  Commissioners  and  Teachers,  and  have  already  produced 
ts.  If  School  Commissioners  and  Teachers  unite  in  carrying  oat 
nendations  of  the  Circular,  there  will  be  a  great  improvement  in 
tant  Schools  of  the  Province  during  the  next  two  or  three  years, 
tance  of  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  Circular  was  so 
recf^uized  by  those  interested  in  Elementary  Schools,  that  the 
notice  was  issued  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Circular,  to  protect  the 
■m  the  indifference  and  neglect  sometimes  manifested  by  the  local 
rds. 


DePABTMENT  of  PdBUC  iNSTEUCnON. 

Quebec,  15th  November,  1883. 

0  Commissiotters  and  Trustees  of  Schools  under  the  supervision  of  t 
Protestant  In^Kctors. 


the  honor  to  direct  your  special  attention  to  Section  IT  of  m 
CommissioneTB  and  Trustees  ot  Schools  under  the  supervision  ( 

ant  Inspectors,  of  the  third  of  April  last,  which  has  been  adopte 

number  of  Municipalities  since  the  Circular  was  issued,  and  t 
that  on  and  after  the  first  of  January  next,  you  will  be  requirei 

'OUT  teachers  by  written  contract,  as  prescribed  by  law,  and  b; 

lat  is  for  the  number  of  months  during  which  your  schools  ar 

iration  during  the  year. 

'der  is  given,  first,  because  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  school 
e  general  practice  of  the  Province ;  second,  because  the  Protesta"' 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  has  strongly  recommende 
i,  because  the  interests  of  Elementary  Education  demand  it. 

e  hereby  notified.that  the  payment  of  your  grant  will,infutttj 
>n  your  carrying  out  the  instractions  contained  in  the  first  fo 
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sections  of  my  Circular  of  the  third  of  April  last,  to  which  you  are  referred 
for  guidance  and  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

OrtDtON  OUIMET, 

Superintendent, 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

The  Protestant  Inspectors  of  the  Province  have  been  "  requested  to 
hold  at  least  once  a  year  a  meeting  of  Teachers  in  each  County  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  difficulties,  defects  and  desirable  improvements  of 
the  Schools  of  the  County,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  by  means 
of  Papers,  Model  Lessons,  &c.,  the  best  methods  of  teaching  and  organizing 
Elementary  Schools."  In  accordance  with  these  instructions.  Teachers' 
Meetings  have  been  held  in  the  Counties  of  Eichmond,  Compton,  Stanstead, 
Brome,  Missisquoi,  Shefford,  Huntingdon,  Chateauguay,  Ottawa  and  Pontiac 
with  most  satisfactory  results. 

The  attendance  at  these  meetings  was  very  good  and  great  interest  was 
shown  by  those  who  were  present.  Each  meeting  was  organized  with  the 
Inspector  of  the  District  as  Chairman,  and  the  time  was  occupied  with  lec- 
tures and  discussions  upon  the  best  methods  of  conducting  the  work  of  the 
Elementary  Schools. 

These  yearly  gatherings  will  evidently  exercise  a  very  important 
influence  for  good  upon  our  Educational  work. 

The  Provincial  Association  of  Protestant  Teachers. — ^This  Association,  which 
is  an  independent  organization  representing  the  Protestant  Teachers  of  the 
Province,  meets  in  annual  Convention  at  different  points  in  the  Province  ; 
the  last  two  of  which  have  been  held  at  Sherbrooke  and  Lachute.  With 
an  attendance  of  two  or  three  hundred  teachers  representing  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Province,  the  Convention  is  the  most  important  gathering,  con- 
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e  Protestant  Education  in  this  Province.  The  Programme  ot 
eludes  Lectures,  Papers  and  Uodel  Lessons  upon  the  Ait  of 
ichool  Management  and  discussions  upon  all  matters  affecting 
F  Teachers. 

SUB  of  the  Conrention  are  embodied  in  Resolutions,  ( 
parded  to  the  Protestant  Committee  and  to  this  Depi 
Teat  assistance  in  the  control  and  mani^ement  of  Pi 


Bemabes. 

ieemed  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  the  public,  as  much  as 
A  made  for  the  improvement  of  Protestant  Schools,  tl 
jf  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public 
vement  which  has  been  inaugurated  may  produce  ir 
future.  It  follows  the  same  direction  as  that  givei 
ols  of  the  province  by  the  Catholic  Committee  sin 
ees,  although  independent  of  each  other,  work  togel 
is  a  striking  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  systeo 
dual  control  over  our  school  organization. 

above  that  the  form  of  our  statistics  had  varied  8in< 


in  in  the  two  tables  which  I  have  given,  there  is  a  d 
advisable  to  point  out.  For  instance,  the  table  for 
i  have,  at  this  moment,  5,017  schools  and  that  of  1867 
J  5,039. 

irence  is  due  to  the  fact  that,  as  the  latter  table  is  o; 
;ter  than  the  other,  there  have  been  included,  under  1 
even  the  special  schools  and  universities,  the  united 
and  4,  if  taken  from  the  total  5,039  leaves  exactly  5 
n  the  first  table. 

so  say  that  for  the  first  time  this  year,  the  Victoria  U 
las  been  counted  amongst  the  universities. 
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may  give  rise  to  diversity  of  opinion  for  this  institution  undoubtedly  offers 
advantages  of  which  the  province  of  Quebec  benefits,  but  it  is  in  fact  an 
institution  which  belongs  to  the  province  of  Ontario.  There  are  two  ways 
of  looking  at  the  question,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  point  them  out,  to  avoid  a 
misunderstanding. 

III.  The  Catholic  Committee  has,  for  some  time,  authorized  a  special 
investigation  in  connection  with  the  Boards  of  Examiners.  This  investiga- 
tion is  not  yet  completed  ;  it  has  to  be  carried  on  with  great  prudence  and 
circumspection,  for  the  question  of  diplomas  is  one  of  the  most  important 
which  can  be  raised. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Committee  will  make  a  report  at  its  next  sit- 
ting. 

IV.  The  Catholic  Committee  is  also  inquiring  into  the  means  to  be 
taken  to  make  school  inspection  more  effective.  A  sub-Committee  has  ^ 
been  appointed  with  instructions  to  ascertain  whether  the  inspectors 
inspect  the  schools  regularly  ;  whether  they  have  too  large  a  district  to  go 
over  or  too  many  schools  under  their  control ;  whether  they  are  sufficiently 
remunerated ;  whether  they  are  sufficiently  numerous  ;  whether  their  bul- 
letins and  reports  are  correctly  made  out ;  in  a  word,  whether  in  general, 
they  perform  their  duty  well,  and  are  properly  qualified. 

The  work  of  this  sub-Committee  is  unquestionably  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

g£d£on  OUIMET, 

Superintendent. 
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APPENDIX  No.  I 


REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  INSPECTORS 


REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  INSPECTORS. 


MR.  BfiGIN. 

{Translation) 

EiMousKi,  6th  September,  1883. 
Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  with  my  annual  report,  the  statistical 
table  of  the  school  in  my  inspection  division  which  is  composed  of  the 
county  of  Eimouski  and  of  two  municipalities  in  that  of  Gasp6  and  con- 
tains thirty  two  school  municipalities  and  one  hundred  and  forty-four  dis- 
tricts. 

There  were  this  year  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  institutions  of  all 
kinds  in  this  extensive  division :  1  seminary  or  classical  college,  1  girls' 
academy,  11  model  schools  and  121  primary  schools,  attended  by  5,4tl 
pupils. 

This  table  shows  that  10  districts  had  no  schools  ;  this  is  due  in  almost 
every  caae  to  the  fact  that  the  commissioners  could  not  get  teachers. 

In  effect,  the  number  of  teachers  is  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  this 
division  and  at  this  very  moment  some  good  districts  cannot  get  any. 

It  Tvas  owing  to  this  cause  that  26  teachers  without  diplomas  taught 
school  this  year,  an  increase  of  10  over  last  year.  I  have  every  reason  to 
fear  that  the  number  will  increase  still  further,  as  several  municipalities 
find  it  impossible  to  get  any  others. 


state  of  affaire  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  by  all  who  tak 
education  ;  it  is  entirely  due  to  the  small  salaries  offered  I 
will  continue  so  long  as  school  corporations  do  not  aj 
nedy  to  the  evil  by  giving  teachers  a  remuneration  more  s 
rants  and  the  nature  of  their  duties. 

resent  money  is  fiiirly  plentiful  everywhere ;  but  the  first 
ich  may  present  itself  promisee  better  means  of  subsist 
i  than  teaching  schodl. 

es  not  seem  reasonable  to  expect  well  educated  young 
ool  all  their  lives,  when  they  have  before  them  only  a  pT( 
nd  a  series  of  deceptions. 

imallnesB  of  the  salaries  is  also  the  cause  of  the  onpoi 
the  teachers  of  my  district,  of  the  act  which  provides  a 
[)ld  and  in£rui*ieachers ;  they  cannot  reconcile  themselvi 
maining  any  length  of  time  in  so  unremunerative  a  caree 

tave  also  to  regret  the  too  frequent  change  of  teachers,  tl 
gical  knowledge  in  many  of  them  and  the  irregular  &tt 
pils. 

idering  the  little  time  which  the  majority  of  the  pupils  cai 
I  make  every  effort  to  have  them  taught  everything  in  tl 
manner  possible,  so  that  when  they  leave  school  they  ci 
even  of  the  slight  knowledge  they  acquire  there. 

le  bulletins  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  sending  you 
ihow  the  state  of  each  institution  in  particular,  it  is  not  n 
)uld  again  allude  to  them.  I  cannot  however  conclude  thi 
;>raising  the  classes  taught  at  St.  Germain  de  Rimooski 
Charity.  This  community,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
ool  and  boarding  school  which  were  attended  by  two  I 
•five  children,  and  the  success  obtained  by  the  Sisters  b 
jnensurate  with  the  sacrifices  they  must  have  made  to 
institution  on  a  footing  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  locality. 


The  secretary-treasurers  of  the  different  municipalities  as  a  rule  per- 
form their  duties  well  and  no  institution  complains  of  any  delay  in  the 
payment  of  salary. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


D.  BfiGIN, 

School  inspector. 


MR.  BllLAND. 
(Translation.) 

Sts.  Julie,  Megantic,  1st  August,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  school  year  1882-83  as 
as  well  as  the  grand  statistical  tables  for  the  same  year. 

Even  after  31  years  experience  I  find  that  the  making  of  reports  is  a 
difficult  undertaking,  particularly  when  they  affect  the  interests  of  a  large 
population  contained  in  22  parishes  or  municipalities,  each  of  which  would 
like  to  be  complimented  by  the  inspector  while  the  teachers,  secretaries 
and  commissioners  have  the  same  desire  to  be  flattered  and  the  same  dis- 
like to  criticism.  This  year  every  thing  as  a  rule  has  been  well  done  ;  im- 
provements and  progress  have  been  made  in  some  places. 

I  must  however  say  that  the  curriculum  of  our  primary  schools  is  too 
complicated,  if  not  to  extensive. 

Several  foreign  authors  whose  works  I  have  read  say  that  the  principal 
points  are  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  The  difficulty  is  to  find  out 
who  is  right,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  our  children 
from  7  to  12  years  of  age  to  learn  all  the  subjects  which  have  now  to  be 
studied  in  our  primary  schools.  Many  competent  persons  within  my  divi- 
sion are  of  the  same  opinion. 


f'^-  *  There  are  twenty-two  municipalities  in  my  diyision,  including  that  o 

f'-i^  Ste.  Philomene,  whose  name  will  only  appear  next  year. 

|r  " "  There  are  eighty-seven  school  houses  belonging  to  the  school  corpora 

5'-  tions  and  twenty-nine  are  rented.  Nearly  all  these  houses  are  in  proper  con 

(;*  dition  now. 

^" 

■  ■  I  made  one  hundred  and  sixty  visits  daring  the  year. 

>, ,  One  hundred  and  one  primary  schools  are  under  the  control  of  com 

t,  ■  missioners  and  three  under  the  control  of  trustees. 

':  These  schools  are  attended  by  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-three  boyi 

I  and  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-one  girls,  total  3,834  ;  average  attendanci 

^■;  2,931. 

■\  There  are  two  boys  model  schools  ;  one  at  Lotbiniere  and  the  other  ai 

f^  St.  Calixte  de  Somerset.     The  former  is  taught  by  a  male  teacher,  the  lattei 

',V  by  the  nuns.     In  this  place  they  have  tried  all  three  kinds,  school-masters 

''  Bchool-mistresses  and  nuns  and  the  latter  have  been  found  the  most  sue 

?  -  cessful.    They  seem  to  have  the  talent  of  keeping  the  children  quiet  anc 

I  attentive,  they  also  have  the  great  gift  of  making  the  children  moral,  the 

^-'  most  important  thjng  of  all. 

At  Lotbinidre  and  Ste.  Emilie  the  only  two  male  teachers  I  have  ie 
my  division  teach  very  practically  and  I  may  say  the  same  of  all  the 
teachers  of  the  model  schools  and  of  four-fifths  of  the  primary  schools 
There  are  ten  mixed  schools  taught  by  female  teachers.  All  these  mode. 
schools  are  attended  by  541  pupils  of  both  sexes,  the  girls  being  in  the 
h'  majority. 

Male  teachers  should  be  secured  to  teach  the  boys  if  we  want  to  mak( 
intelligent  men  of  them. 

;    '  The  total  number  of  the  pupils  in  the  institutions  of  all  kinds  is.foni 

k  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-three,  of  whom  2,200  are  boys  and  2.4" 

are  girls,  an  increase  of  188.    There  are  2,750  between  the  alphabet  ai 

fluent  reading  and  1,913  who  read  well. 

In  spelling  and  dictation  2,526,  in  writing  3,942,  about  four-fifths,  i 

L'  -  . 


arithmetic  2,834 — more  than  Jone-half — in  geography  2,463 — a  little  over 
one-half — in  grammar  2,526 — the  same  proportion  as  in  geography — in 
book-keeping  1,713,  or  one-third.  In  industrial  drawing  198,  drawing 
2,143,  object  lessons  1,913,  instrumental  music  80,  vocal  music  2,767.  In 
history  2,510,  a  little  over  one-half — in  Canadian  history  1,'713. 

In  connection  with  this  latter  subject,  I  think  we  should  give  each 
of  our  teachers  Dr.  LaKue's  Popular  History  of  Canada.  To  my  mind  this 
abridgment  is  the  most  suitable  for  giving  our  people  a  sufficient  idea  of 
the  remarkable  feats  and  deeds  of  their  ancestors. 

I  have  not  seen  any  mode  more  practical  elsewhere  than  these  narra- 
tives. 

I  have  specially  enjoined  all  the  teachers  to  devote  two  half  hours 
twice  a  week  to  the  instructive  teaching  of  Sacred  and  Canadian  History 
to  all  their  pupils,  without  exception,  during  the  afternoon  classes.  The 
morning  classes  should  be  given  up  chiefly  to  reading,  especially  in 
grammar  with  eiplanations.  "Writing  and  arithmetic  are  also  of  the  first 
importance  and  are  taught  as  much  as  possible  in  the  morning  and  after- 
noon classes  with  a  little  book-keeping. 

In  algebra  there  are  "78  pupils,  in  geometry  236,  in  i^icnlture  5351, 
in  natural  history  40,  in  belles-lettres  198. 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-three  French  speaking  pupils  learn  English  and 
aeventy-two  English  speaking  pupils  learn  French. 

230  pupils  learn  sewing ;  there  should  be  two  thousand. 

The  salaries  of  the  teachers  continue  to  be  quite  ridiculous ;  about  nine 
thousand  dollars  are  paid  for  121  teachers,  an  average  of  about  $75.00. 

I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  get  subscribers  to  our  two 
very  interesting  educational  jj^umala  but  I  have  not  been  as  successful  as  I 
would  wish.  The  teachers  always  plead  poverty.  This  is  very  true  but 
meanwhile  they  lose  a  great  deal  by  not  reading  regularly  these  two  ex- 
cellent publications. 


HP*-'; 


The  books  which  we  give  sb  prizes  always  have  very  good  effect; 
they  are  always  a  great  enconra^meut  to  the  papils  and  a  safe  meaos  to 
enable  teachers  to  stimnlate  their  zeal. 


I  hare  the  honor,  etc., 


MR.  BELOOURT. 
(IVansfotion.) 


P.  F.  BtLAND. 

School  inspet^. 


NICOLBT,  23rd  July,  188S. 


?;'  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  grand  statistical  table  as  well  as  my 

:'  report  npon  the  state  of  education  in  the  counties  of  Nicolet  and  Yamaska. 

•'■  My  inspection  division  this  year  comprises  two  hundred  and  twelve 

c'  educational  establishments  of  all  kinds  which  are  classified  as  follows :  one 

classical  collie,  two  schools  kept  by  the  Christian  Brothers,  ten  convents, 
l-f  nine  lay  model  schools,  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  primary  schools  and 

four  independent  schools. 

I  visited  only  once  the  schools  under  my  control  to  the  nambt 
and  I  will  shortly  give  ygu  my  reasons  for  not  making  the  two  pr 
visits. 

The  twelve  religious  communities  in  my  division  continue 
J-  entire  satisiaction.    These  institutions  were  attended  this  year  t 

;.v  hundred  and  thirty-six  pupils  with  a  very  considerable  average  att« 

: ,  Of  the  nine  model  schools  that  of  St.  Pierre-les-Becquets  deser 

K  ■  cial  mention,  four  others  are  on  a  good  footing,  two  are  middling  i 

^'-  others  insufficient ;  these  two  schools  are  mentioned  in  my  bullet 

h_  ■  will  not  give  their  names  here. 

»  ■ 

r '  Seventy  primary  schools  out  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  are 

[■;-'  an  excellent  footing ;  several  even  deserve  to  be  called  model  school 


f-'fxh 


.-:^ 
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give  satisfaction  generally  and  fifty-six  are  inferior.  Amongst  the  latter  a 
certain  niunber  belong  to  new  and  poor  municipalities  where  the  children 
attend  school  only  for  a  part  of  the  year. 

There  are  also  four  independent  schools  which  I  inspect  regularly  :  the 
model  school  of  Ste.  G-ertrude  which  gives  excellent  results,  the  two  schools 
for  Indians  in  St.  Thomas  which  are  fairly  well  kept  and  a  new  indepen- 
dent school  also  in  that  municipality. 

The  progress  which  I  noted  during  my  last  visit  is  in  general  satisfac- 
tory and  gives  me  great  hopes  for  the  future.  It  consists,  not  only  in  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  pupils  learning  the  various  subjects  of  the 
curriculum,  but  also  and  chiefly  in  the  manner  of  teaching.  Eeading, 
writing,  grammar  and  arithmetic  have  been  the  objects  of  my  particular 
attention  and  the  results  obtained  in  the  majority  of  the  schools  are  really 
encouraging.  This  supervision  which  I  exercise  over  the  study  of  the 
most  important  branches  does  not  prevent  me  from  seeing  that  the  complete 
curriculum  is  followed  everywhere. 

In  the  primary  schools,  the  teaching  of  geography  is  not  yet  satisfac- 
tory ;  the  preliminary  lessons  are  hurried  over  and  not  sufficiently  explained. 

The  geography  of  Canada  should  be  the  subject  of  a  special  study ; 
there  might  be  added  to  it  an  abridged  treatise  on  the  five  divisions  of  the 
world.  A  globe,  a  map  of  the  world,  a  map  of  America  and  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  would  suffice  for  this  study. 

.  Sacred  History  and  the  History  of  Canada  are  taught  in  almost  all  the 
schools  of  my  division  with  fair  success. 

Drawing  is  being  more  generally  taught,  and  the  teachers  who  have 
provided  themselves  with  Mr.  Oscar  Dunnes  Manuals  of  Drawing  on  the 
W.  Smith  system,  succeed  beyond  all  expectation.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing*  in  a  good  many  schools,  even  in  primary  ones,  several  very  good 
drawing"  books. 

In  all  the  model  schools  and  in  the  good  primary  schools  book-keeping 
is  taught  to  the  more  advanced  pupils.  Before  long  I  hope  the  teaching  of 
this  important  branch  will  be  general  throughout  my  division. 


^ ' ,  The  number  of  pupils  learning  apiculture  has  decreased.     ] 

H'  this  to  the  opposition  of  the  parents  and  the  want  of  aptitude  i 

ffV  r  jority  of  the  teachers.     I  would  like  a  certain  number  of  manua 

p:  .  culture  to  be  sent  me  next  autumn  in  order  that  I  may  distribat 

^;,  the  municipalities  where  opposition  is  made  to  the  teaching  of  th 

^'V  '    ■ 

'B'  Catechism  is  taught  everywhere,  the  teachers  giving  it  all 

;;■  .  due  to  its  importance. 

P'  ■  The  chief  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  education  in  my  divisii 

':'.'  lo.  Irregular  attendance ;  2o.  Small  salaries;  3o.  Too  frequent 

teachers,  which  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  smal)  encoi 
''■  they  receive, 

f   -  These  obstacles  will,  I  am  convinced,  disappear  if  the  minin 

V  ^    salaries  to  be  paid  to  teachers  were  fixed.     Snch  a  reform  would 

_■■  effect  of  increasing  the  niunber  of  good  teachers  and,  as  a  conseq 

!  -  number  of  good  schools. 

I  cannot  understand  how,  with  a  salary  of  seventy  dollars 
;  .  can  feed,  properly  clothe  herself  and  heat  a  building  which  is  i 

"  cold ;  and  yet  this  is  the  average  salary  in  my  division. 

The  state  of  the  school  houses  has  greatly  improved  sin 
Twelve  houses  have  been  rebuilt  and  a  great  many  have  beei 

'  "  If  this  continues  all  the  old  houses  which  are  barely  habitable  w 

\-  replaced  by  others  of  good  appearance,  of  suitable  proportions  at 

hygienic  requirements.  All  the  schools  in  my  division,  with  I 
ceptions,  are  provided  with  maps  and  a  blackboard.     It  is  verj 

;.  that  certain  school  necessaries  such  as  pens,  chalk,  ink  and  inksl 

graded  examples  be  supplied  gratis  to  the  pupils  by  the  com; 
These  articles  do  not  cost  much '  but  still  it  frequently  happen 
children  are  not  provided  with  them.'  The  forms  and  benches  an 

;:  in  many  schools. 

J,  The  majority  of  the  secretary-treasurers  peribrm  their  dutiee 

some  places  where  the  commissioners  cannot  efficiently  revise  tb 
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themselves,  they  get  them  audited  by  comjyetent  persons ;  an  excellent 
custom  in  my  opinion.  Nearly  everywhere  I  noticed  a  certain  amount  of 
arrears  which  in  some  instances  was  rather  considerable.  The  reform  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Grondin  of  making  those  in  arrear  pay  interest,  appears  to  be 
likely  to  be  productive  of  good  results.  • 

By  law  the  ^sessments  are  payable  in  the  autumn  and  it  would  be 
only  fair  to  charge  interest  upon  sums  due  for  over  three  months.  The 
amount  representing  this  interest  might  be  distributed  amongst  the  teachers 
of  the  municipality. 

Generally  speaking  the  secretary- treasurers  have  on  hand  on  the  1st 
July  the  funds  necessary  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  school  year.  Never- 
theless in  certain  localities  the  commissioners  are  compelled  to  wait  for 
the  grant  in  the  month  of  August  to  pay  the  last  instalment  due  to  the 
teachers.  They  consider  this  grant  as  the  last  of  the  school  year  and  as 
destined  for  the  expenses  of  the  year  which  ended  on  the  30th  June^  pre- 
vious. This  irregularity  would  disappear  if  the  assessments  were  slightly 
raised  but  it  seems  that  this  is  not  always  an  easy  thing  to  do. 

Before  concluding  this  report  it  is  my  duty  to  recommend  to  you  as 
worthy  of  a  supplementary  grant,  the  parishes  of  Ste-Sophie  de  Levrard, 
Ste.  Marie  de  Blandford,  Ste.  Eulalie,  Ste.  Perp6tue,  Ste.  Brigitte-des-Saults 
and  St.  Leonard. 

I  have  also  -to  mention  the  loss  experienced  by  the  parish  of  La  Baie- 
du-Febvre  through  the  entire  destruction  of  its  magnificent  convent.  Thanks 
to  the  zeal  and  energy  of  the  worthy  cure  of  this  parish,  the  convent  will 
be  rebuilt  this  summer.  The  generous  gifts  from  the  province,  from  the 
honorable  provincial  treasurer  and  from  the  parish  will  enable  it  to  be 
rebiiilt.  But  the  purchase  of  suitable  furniture  will  be  a  heavy  expense 
for  this  institution.   I  therefore  beg  of  you,  if  it  be  possible,  to  increase  for  a 

fe^w  years,  at  least,  the  grant  given  to  this  community. 

• 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  E,  BELCOTJRT, 

School  inspector. 


w 
I 


MR.  BOUCHARD. 
{Translation.) 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  Bahmit  my  report  for  the  inspection  di 
the  counties  of  Kamouraska  and  T^miscouata  of  which  I  was  de: 
appointed  school  inspector  on  the  sixth  Jnne  1882. 

On  the  26th  Jaly  last  I  sent  my  grand  statiBtical  table  for  tl: 
year  1882-83. 

As  appears  by  this  table  the  total  number  of  pnpils  who  have  attended 
the  schools  daring  the  year  is  7,888  against  7,446  last  year,  an  increase  of 
422.  The  average  attendance  has  also  increased  by  1,009.  There  is  an 
increase  of  140  pnpils  in  writing ;  280  in  geography ;  186  in  apiculture ; 
45  in  book-keeping,  and  6d0  in  industrial  drawing. 

There  is  a  decrease  this  year  ia  French  grammar  and  history.    Tliis 
decrease  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  several  municipalities  the  parents  do  t 
.  wish  the  children  to  learn  these  subjects  until  they  hare  made  their  ft 
communion.    The  figures  just  given  show  a  marked  progress  in  the  stO' 
of  the  leading  branches  of  the  curriculum. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  teaching  is  more  practical  and  rational, 
always  advise  the  teachers  to  give  up  teaching  by  rote  except  for  I 
recitation  of  catechism  and  prayers. 

I  desire  that  the  subjects  be  taught  in  an  intelligent  manner  and  tJ 
'  the  children  understand  what  they  leant. 

When  I  examine  the  children  I  endeavor  to  show  the  teachers  w 
have  little  or  no  idea  of  pedagogy  how  they  should  give  and  apply  t^ 
lessouB  in  order  the  better  to  fix  them  in  the  minds  of  the  children. 

We  no  longer  hear,  in  reading,  that  monotonous  and  nasal  voice 
used  formerly  to  hear ;  a  moderate  and  expressive  tone  has  succeede' 
this  old  routine. 
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I  notice  a  still  greater  improvement  in  the  teachers  who  have  studied 
this  branch  under  Mr.  Lagac6,  the  Principal  of  Laval  Normal  School. 

■ 

Arithmetic  is  better  taught,  but  not  in  a  suflBiciently  practical  manner 
for  our  agricultural  ];)opulation. 

Mental  arithmetic  is  practised  by  a  greater  number  of  pupils  since  I 
have  recommended  Mr.  Juneau's  treatise  on  mental  arithmetic. 

In  the  schools  where  it  is  not  yet  introduced  the  multiplication  table 
is  taught  before  addition  and- subtraction. 

Writing  receives  more  attention  since  Mr.  Langlais'  series  of  copy-books 
has  come  into  use. 

As  several  of  my  colleagues  have  frequently  said  and  repeated,  the 
causes  which  retard  progress  in  our  primary  schools  are  always  the  same  : 

1.  Irregular  attendance  at  school ; 

2.  The  incapacity  of  the  teachers. 

3.  The  neglect  or  apathy  of  parents  in  providing  their  children  with 
school  necessaries. 

I  notice  that  there  are  many  municipalities  in  my  division  where  the 
parents  are  wanting  in  this  respect ;  you  must  have  seen  it  already  for 
yourself  by  my  inspection  bulletins. 

I  think  I  may  say  that  the  schools  would  be  better  attended  if  all  the 
teachers  knew  how  to  make  themselves  liked  by  the  children  and  how  to 
make  them  take  an  interest  in  their  work ;  for  I  find  that  the  attendance  is 
more  regular  in  the  schools  where  the  teachers  make  their  work  interesting. 

There  are  in  my  division  30  male  teachers,  3  laymen  and  27  in  reli- 
gions orders  ;  240  female  teachers  keep  the  other  schools  ;  182  have  diplo- 
mas, 18  taught  without  them  and  40  are  nuns.  The  lay  female  teachers 
receive  an  average  salary  of  |66. 

Most  of  these  teachers  display  much  zeal  and  good-will  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties  ;  if  they  do  not  all  succeed  equally  it  is  due  more 
to  their  want  of  knowing  the  proper  methods  than  to  want  of  education. 


Pv-'  ■ 


The  St.  Anne's  college  as  well  as  the  girls'  academies  and  th 
schools  of  Cacotma  and  Trois-Pistoles  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

The  farnitore  of  these'  schools  is  also  Tery  comfortable. 

I  cannot  say  as  much  for  the  other  school  hoases,  a  great  many  c 
are  too  low,  cold,  unhealthy  and  imperfectly  ventilated.    Thos< 
haye  been  built  since  a  few  years  have  been  built  on  plans  appT< 
the  Superintendent  and  are  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  districts  ssd 
the  means  of  the  rate-payers. 

I  must  not  forget  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Mr.  King  who  directs 
the  lumbering  establishments  in  St.  Facdme.  This  gentleman,  although  he 
beloogs  to  a  different  religion  from  ours,  has  caused  to  be  built  at  his  own 
expense,  a  splendid  school  house  in  his  district  in  order  that  the  children 
of  the  many  persons  in  his  employ,  can  go  to  school.  It  is  spacious,  high 
and  well  ventilated,  and  in  all  things  conformable  to  the  requirements  of 
the  law.  I  hope  that  it  will  serve  as  a  model  for  the  other  houses  which 
will  have  to  be  built  in  this  locality,  as  well  as  in  the  surrounding  parishes. 

The  furniture  in  the  primary  schools  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
but  it  is  gradually  improving.  The  old  desks  are,  in  general,  flat  and 
double  or  too  much  inclined  for  the  children  to  sit  in  a  proper  position  for 
writing. 

They  are  often  a  source  of  disorder  during  class  because  the  children, 
sitting  face  to  face,  play  and  amuse  themselves  and  the  teacher  cannot  find 
out  the  guilty  ones.     A  good  many  classes  have  benches  with  backs. 

The  official  method  of  keeping  accounts  has  been  introduced  into  nearl 
all  the  municipalities.  Several  of  the  secretary-treasurers,  although  bi 
little  educated,  are  beginning  to  imderstand  the  method  of  keeping  accouni 
in  these  books  and  succeed  fJEiirly  well.  I  have  come  across  some  ca: 
where  the  secretary-treasurers  have  made  use  of  subterfuges  so  as  not 
show  me  their  accounts,  but  I  hope  this  will  not  occur  again.  I  alec  not 
that  in  localities  where  the  secretary-treasurers  have  personal  interests 
serve,  there  are  considerable  arrears  and  the  rates  are  collected  slowly,  1 
result  being  that  the  teachers  are  not  paid  regularly. 
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I  notice,  with  regret,  that  the  public  examinations  at  the  end  of 
the  school  year  are  made  in  a  very  superficial  manner  by  the  school 
commissioners  who  are  far  from  doing  their  duty  properly  in  this  res- 
pect. 

The  monthly  contribution  which  should  be  fixed*  by  the  commissioners 
and  paid  in  money  by  the  rate-payers,  is  not  so,  in  the  majority  of  the  munici- 
,  palities  of  my  division.  It  is  replaced  by  a  certain  quantity  of  fuel  wood 
which  Is  required  from  the  father  of  a  family  who  has  children  at  school. 
It  frequently  happens  that  the  father  keeps  the  children  at  home  so  as  not 
to  give  his  wood. 

By  this  system,  the  attendance  is  less  regular,  the  school-houses  are 
badly  heated  and  often  have  no  fael  at  all.  I  know  some  schools  which 
the  teachers  had  to  shut  for  three  weeks  at  different  times  last  winter, 
owing  to  want  of  wood. 

I  have  always  complied  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  cir- 
cular of  the  15th  November,  1881,  the  principal  ones  of  which,  relating  to 
the  inspector's  visits,  consist  in  his  having  to  notify  the  school  authorities 
of  his  intended  visit  and  request  them  to  be  present.  I  must  say  that  my 
'  notices  have  not  had  the  desired  effect,  for  most  of  the  commissioners  do 
not  disturb  themselves  to  accompany  the  inspector. 

The  curfes  are  always  willing  to  accompany  me  when  their  numerous 
occupations  do  not  prevent  them.  I  sincerely  thank  all  those  who  have 
been  able  to  do  so  until  now. 

I  never  fail  to  make  such  remarks,  as  I  deem  necessary,  to  the  school 
commissioners  about  the  keeping  of  their  schools  ;  but  these  remarks  would 
generally  have  but  very  little  effect  if  your  letters,  which  nearly  always 
corroborate  mine,  did  not  stimulate  them  in  their  apathy. 

You  will  see  by  the  foregoing  that  there  still  remains  much  to  be  done 
to  secure  the  proper  working  of  the  law  and  the  complete  organization  of 
the  schools. 


e  that  these  remarks,  toother  with  my  inspection  bnlletins  will 
show  you  the  state  of  eduu'ation  in  my  division. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

CfiLESTIN  BOTJCHAED, 

School  inspector. 


MR.  BRAULT. 
{Translation.) 


Pointe-Cl-^IRE,  18th  Augnst,  1883.  . 


e  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  public  iustmction  in  the 
)f  Jacques-Cartier,  Soulangcs  and  Vaudreuil  for  the  school  year 

report  consists  of  the  ^and  statistical  table  which  I  sent  you 
igo  and  of  the  following  information  taken,  in  a  great  measuri 
table  and  my  inspection  bulletins  for  the  second  half-year. 

Statistics  takeu«  from  the  Grand  Table. 


imioipftUtlM. 3fi 


I  teloQglng  to  the  conimiR- 


icb  independent  achools  ai 


PuptiB 

Kamber  of  model  tchools 

Pupils 

Number  of  academies 

Pnpiie 

Number  of  ciilleiceB 

Pupila 

Scboolii  under  control  of  cummlsdonerK . . 

Pupils 

Scbools  undur  contrul  of  tniateM 
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Papils 282 

Independent  schools 13 

Papils 1966 

Catholic  pupils 6204 

Protestant  pnpUs 347 

I^mnher  of  boys 3360 

Number  of  girls 3191 

Schools  of  all  kinds 117 

Orand  total  of  pupils 6551 

Papils  from  A  B  C,  to  fluent  reading  ....   1255 

*'     reading  fluently 5296 

"      learning  orthography 3106 

«      who  write 6603 

*'      learning  arithmetic 4969 

j^upils  learning  geography 2355 

u  It         grammar 3110 

<<  *<         parsing 2710 

*i  "         industrial  drawing 2330 

«  «         object  lessons 931 

'*'  "  instrumental  music. .. .   .     358 

u  u         vocal  music 1216 

<<  «         history 2541 

"  <'         book-keeping 867 

it  «         algebra 234 

(<  <<         geometry 324 

((  (*         higher  mathematics 104 

(*  "         horticulture  or  agriculture  1480 


Pupils  learning  natural  history 120 

"         belles-lettres 100 


u 


u 


u 


u 


u 


rhetoric 


37 


CI 


u 


philosophy 19 

chemistiy 15 

French  speaking  pupils  learning  English.  1069 

English  speaking  pupils  learning  French .  200 

Pupils  learning  latin 133 

«          *•         greek 113 

<<          "         sewing  and  embroidery  . .  588 

«      ill  during  the  year 103 


"     deceased 
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School     closed     owing     to      epidemic 

disease  1 

Male  teachers  with  diplomas 20 


Male  teachers  without  diplomas, 


Male  teachers  in  religious  orders 56 

Total  male  teachers 76 

Average  salary  of  lay  male  teachers  in 

towns $550 

Averaire  salary  of  lay  male  teachers  in  the 

country $287 

Female  teachers  with  diplomas 78 


Female  teachers  without  diplomas 


6 


Female  teachers  in  religious  orders 78 


Total  female  ttachers 


62 


Average  salary  of  lay  female  teacherB. ...     $129  J 


From  a  comparison  of  the  preceding  statistics,  as  far  as  such  compa- 
rison is  possible,  with  those  of  1881-82,  the  following  conclusions  may  be 
clrawn : 

1.  That  the  number  of  municipalities  of  schools  under  control  and  of 
the  school  houses  belonging  to  corporations  has  not  altered. 
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2.  That  a  new  independent  Catholic  school  is  in  operation.  It  is  attended 
by  58  pupils  and  is  in  the  village  of  Pointe-Fortune  in  the  municipality  of 
Kigaud. 

3.  That  the  number  of  educational  establishments  of  all  kinds  which  in 
1881-82  was  116,  has  increased  to  11*7. 

4.  That  the  number  of  pupils  attending  these  institutions  has  decreased 
this  year  by  39. 

5.  That  the  average  attendance  which,  in  the  year  1882-83  was  75  per 
cent,  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by  1 J  per  cent. 

6.  That  there  has  been  an  increase  over  last  year  of : 

99  in  reading, 
739  in  writing, 
305  in  orthography, 
207  in  arithmetic, 
184  in  geography, 

23  in  parsing, 

75  in  industrial  linear  drawing, 
186  in  history, 
341  in  book-keeping, 
317  in  agriculture  and  horticulture, 
157  in  vocal  music, 

58  in  instrumental  music. 

State  of  the  School  Houses. 

V.  G.        a.  F.  Mid.       Inf.      Bad.  Total. 

Jacques-Cartier 9        18  2  3        2        2  36 

Soulanges 0        19        12  2        2        1  36 

Vaudreuil 3         14        10        11        2        5  45 

Total 12        51         24         16         6         8  117 
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State  of  the  Furniture 

V.  G.         G.            F.           Mid.       Inf.      Bad.  Total. 

Jacqnes-Cartier 3         18         13           2         0*0  36 

Soulanges 0        17        14          6        0        0  36 

Vaudreml 2         15         14          8         6         1  45 

Total 5         50         41         15         6         1  11*77 

Have  the  pupils  necessary  books  ? 

Yes.          Not  all.     School  cl.  Total. 

Jacqnes-Cartier 32            4             ...  36 

Soulanges 31            6             ...  36 

Vaudreuil 37            7              1  45 

Total 100          16              1  117 

Maps. 

V.  G.          G.          Fair.        M.  W.    Can.       None.  Total. 

Jacques-Cartier 13          3        11          1        7          1  36 

Soulanges 12        17          6          1       36 

Vaudreuil 9        20        10          4       ...           2  46 

Total 34        40        27          6        7          3  117 

GrLOBES. 

Jacques-Cartier 8 

Soulanges 3 

Vaudreuil 4 

Total 15 

Is  the  attendance  book  well  kept  ? 

Yes.          T.  W.         None.       School  d.  Total. 

Jacques-Cartier 33            2            1             ...  36 

Soulanges 33            2          ...              1  36 

Vaudreuil "       33            9            2              1  45 

Total 99          13            3              2  117 
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How  many  pupils  in  each  course  ? 


Jacques-Cartjer 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil 


iBt  degree. 

2d  degree. 

Model. 

Acad. 

TotaL 

1336 

899 

30t 

ito 

2tl2 

1012 

628 

104 

1744 

1266 

66'7 

60 

102 

2095 

3614        2194        4:11        2t2 


6551 


Number  of  institutions  in  which  drawing,  agriculture  and  book-keep- 
ing are  taught. 

Drawing.    Agriculture.    Book-keeping. 

Jacques-Cartier 35  30  22 

Soulanges 34  31  25 

Vaudreuil 85  29  23 


104 


90 


10 


In  what  language  is  the  teaching  given  ? 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil' 


French.  £ngli8fa. 
18  2 

19  2 

23  5 


F.  G.  G.  F.  F.  B.  L. 

14        1  1 

X.C./  •  •  •  •  •  • 

14        2  1 


60 


43 


2 


Are  the  school  records  kept  ? 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges  

Vaudreuil 


Tea. 
27 

21 

16 

64 


No. 

9 
15 
29 

53 


Is  there  a  cupboard  ? 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil] 


58 


Total. 

36 
36 
45 

117 

TotaL 
36 

36 
45 

117 


r«8. 

No. 

TotaL 

19 

17 

36 

18 

18 

36 

16 

29 

45 

64 


117 
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Is  the  teacher  competent  ? 

Tes. 

Jacques-Cartier 33 

Soxdanges 29 

Vaudreuil 36 

98 
How  is  the  school  kept  generally  ? 

Jacqnee-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil 


11 


83 


Is  there  any  progress  ? 

Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil 


ffi. 

Donbtfal. 

No. 

Total 

•  • 

8 

•  •  • 

86 

5 

2 

•  •  • 

36 

3 

5 

1 

45 

8 


10 


10 


lit 


7.-W. 

W. 

T 

.  W. 

Infsrior. 

School  cl. 

Total 

1 

23 

4 

2 

•  •  ■ 

36 

5 

29 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

86 

5 

31 

■ 

5 

8 

1 

45 

IIT 


Inch. 

Yes. 

Little. 

No. 

Impoasible 
to  ascertain. 

Total. 

3 

21 

•7 

2 

• 

3 

86 

6 

20 

5 

1 

4 

86 

8 

18 

11 

5 

8 

45 

12 


59 
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8 


16 


ll*? 


Are  the  accounts  well  kept  ? 

Are  they  according  to  the  official  method  ? 

Are  there  any  arrears  ? 

Nearly  all  the  answers  to  these  questions  are  satisfactory  as  you  may 
see  by  my  bulletins. 

It  is  in  the  two  municipalities  of  Lachine  that  the  arrears  are  the  most 
considerable ;  after  them  comes  that  of  the  village  of  St.  Anne.  At  the 
Cedars  they  are  |1.83 ;  at  Cdteau-du-Lac  $3.28 ;  at  the  village  of  Rigaud 
118.00  ;  at  He  Perrot  $29.83 ;  A  Ste.  G-enevieve  No.  2  $3.74 ;  at  Ste.  G-ene- 
vieve  No.  3  there  are  more.  In  the  majority  of  the  other  municipalities 
they  are  much  below  one  hundred  dollars. 
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By  comparing  the  above  small  tables  which  are  a  synopsis  of  my  bul- 
letins for  the  last  half-year — with  those  in  my  previous  general  report  it 
will  be  seen  that,  in  general,  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  state 
of  the  school  furniture,  etc. 

During  the  past  year  some  school  houses  have  been  rebuilt  and  a  greater 
number  have  been  considerably  repaired  or  enlarged.  Amongst  the  former 
I  may  mention  those  of  districts  Nos.  3  and  6  of  the  municipality  of  Ste, 
Marthe  and  amongst  the  latter  the  St.  Laurent,  Bourget  and  Rideau  colleges 
the  Vaudreuil  boy's  academy  now  under  the  charge  of  the  Clercs  of  St. 
Viateur  and  the  model  school  at  Coteau  Landing  in  the  municipality  of 
St.  Zotique. 

In  my  next  annual  report  I  will  have  the  pleasure  of  mentioning  a 
good  number  of  school  houses  which  are  to  be  rebuilt  or  repaired  during 
the  present  year. 

In  order  that  the  members  of  the  school  commissions  may  be  constantly 
posted  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  and  the  regulations  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction  and  that  they  may,  in  consequence,  comply  with  the 
law  and  the  regulations,  I  have  had  printed  several  hundred  copies  of  a 
circular  which  I  send  them  several  days  and  sometimes  several  weeks 
before  each  visit. 

'       The  circular  is  as  follows  : 

PoiNTE-CiiAiRE,  County  of  Jacques-Cartier,  188 

To  the  School  Commissioners 

for  the  municipality  of 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Q-entlemen, 

During  the  course  of  I  will  inspect  your  schools  and  examine 

your  accounts  and  minute  book. 

Of  the  two  visits  which  I  make  during  the  school  year,  the  object  of 
the  first  is  as  follows  : 

lo.  To  see  whether  you  have  secured  the  services  of  comi)etent  teachers ; 
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2o.  To  ascertain  the  degree  of  capacity  of  the  pupils,  see  that  they  are 
provided  with  the  necessary  books  to  enable  them  to  make  a  good  use  of 
their  time  and  stimulate  or  excite  in  them  a  taste  for  school  and  study ; 

3.  To  ascertain  the  state  of  the  school  houses  and  other  dependencies 
and  of  the  furniture  ; 

4.  To  make  sure  that  the  schools  are  provided  with  maps  ; 

5.  To  see  how  the  attendance  books  are  kept ; 

6.  To  ascertain  whether  the  subjects  of  the  curriculum  are  learnt^ 

These  subjects  are  :  catechism,  reading,  writing,  grammar,  arithmetic,  book- 
keeping, history,  geography,  agriculture  and  drawing  ; 

7o.  To  see  if  there  is  a  cupboard  in  each  school  and  if  the  archives  are 
kept ; 

8o.  To  ascertain  how  the  school  is  kept  generally  ; 

9o.  Finally  to  see  if  the  accounts  are  well  kept,  if  they  are  according 
to  the  official  method  and  if  there  are  any  arrears. 

After  each  visit  I  have  to  report  to  the  Superintendent  of  Education 
upon  all  I  have  stated  above,  for  each  school  and  each  secretary-treasurer. 

In  my  reports  on  the  second  visit  of  the  year  I  have  also  to  allude  to 
the  progrefes  made  by  each  school  in  particular.  It  is  also  on  the  occasion 
of  this  visit  that  I  reward  as  much  as  is  in  my  power  those  pupils  whose 
attendance  has  been  regular  and  whose  application  and  conduct  have  been 
at  least  satisfactory. 

You  desire,  no  doubt,  that  your  schools  shall  be  successful.  In  order 
to  secure  this  success  avoid  everything  which  might  prevent  it.  I  beg  you 
to  observe  the  following : 

lo-  To  engage  competent  teachers ; 

2o.  To  have  school  houses  with  good  floors,  sufficiently  spacious,  com- 
fortable, well  lighted  and  easy  to  ventilate ; 
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3o.  To  provide  the  classes  with  tables,  or  better  still  with  forms,  if  pos- 
sible, solidly  placed  at  a  slight  angle  with  slightly  raised  edges  and  of  a 
height  proportioned  to  that  of  the  children  ; 

4o.  To  have  for  the  teacher  a  good  desk  placed  on  a  platform ; 

5o.  To  have  for  the  pupils,  benches  or  chairs  with  backs  of  a  height  pro- 
portioned to  their  stature  so  that  when  they  sit  down  their  feet  shall  rest 
upon  the  floor ; 

60.  To  have  a  good  black  board  in  each  school  with  chalk  and  maps  ; 
amongst  others  a  map  of  the  world,  a  map  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and 
a  map  of  Europe ; 

Ho.  To  have  a  globe  in  each  model  school  or  academy  ; 

80.  To  provide  each  school  with  an  attendance  book  and  a  register  of 
visits ; 

9o.  To  provide  each  school  with  a  cupboard  in  which  would  be  care- 
fully preserved  the  attendance  books,  the  register  of  visits  and  such  of  the 
work  as  denotes  the  greatest  diligence  and  application  ; 

lOo.  To  see  very  carefally  that  the  Secretary-treasurer  keeps  his  accounts 
according  to  law  and  is  diligent  in  collecting  the  taxes  as  well  as  in  paying 
the  debts  of  the  municipality. 

I  may  add  that  I  would  like  to  see  in  your  office  a  book  which  might 
be  called  "  The  school-inspector's  register "  in  which  I  might  enter  my 
remarks  on  your  schools,  school  houses,  school  furniture,  account  books, 
etc.  I  will  moreover  communicate  these  remarks  to  the  school  commis- 
sioners when  they  do  me  the  honor  of  accompanying  me  in  my  visits. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc. 

I  think  this  circular  will  have  a  good  effect. 
The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

C.  BRAULT, 

School  inspector. 
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MR.  CARRIER. 

{Translation.) 

Levis,  20th  August,  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  present  state  of  public 
instruction  in  the  counties  of  L6vis  and  Dorchester  for  the  school  year 
1882-83. 

I  notice  with  pleasure  a  continued  improvement  in  the  maintenance  of 
order  in  the  schools  of  my  division  and  in  the  proper  manner  of  teaching. 

Although  some  schools  still  leave  something  to  be  desired  as  regards 
progress,  I  must  however  say  that  the  evil  decreases  every  year. 

The  superior  schools  continue  progressing.  The  teachers  who  direct 
them  rival  each  other  in  their  zeal  for  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
All  undoubtedly  deserve  praise  for  the  zeal  they  have  shown  in  the  course 
of  the  year. 

All  the  municipalities  should  have  a  model  school  which  would  do  an 
immense  good,  as  they  would  excite  the  emulation  of  the  other  schools 
and  each  district  would  benefit  by  it,  for  in  the  municipalities  where  there 
is  a  model  school  the  teachers  generally  do  better  than  in  the  districts 
where  there  are  none. 

Quite  recently  I  heard  a  teacher  say : 

"  I  am  teaching  drawing  and  I  am  convinced  that  my  pupils  do  as  well 
as  those  of  the  model  school."  And  she  showed  me  the  drawing  books 
which  astonished  me.  I  also  looked  at  the  copy-books  and  was  surprised 
at  the  progress  that  had  been  made. 

I  notice  that  wherever  drawing  is  taught  the  writing  improves,  for 
drawing  forms  the  pupil's  hand.  I  therefore  at  every  visit  I  make  insist 
upon  drawing  being  taught.  It  is  asserted  that  one  cannot  teach  what 
one  does  not  know,  but  Mad.  Tastu  says  that  a  good  teacher  teaches  all  he 
knows  and  all  he  does  not  know.    This  is  quite  true ;  I  know  an  old 
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teacher  who  has  distinguished  himself  in  his  career  and  who  told  me  that 
during  the  long  years  which  he  passed  in  teaching  he  was  obliged  to  teach 
many  things  of  which  he  was  quite  ignorant,  but  he  used  to  prepare  him- 
self beforehand. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  is  very  great  progress  in  reading  and 
this  may,  without  doubt,  be  attributed  to  the  excellent  lessons  gi^en  by 
Eev.  Mr.  Lagace  to  the  pupils  of  the  National  School. 

It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  notice  that  Mr.  Langlais'  new  graded  -series 
of  copy-books  is  to  be  found  in  several  schools  and  gives  the  best  results. 

Mental  arithmetic  is  now  taught  in  all  the  schools  of  my  division 
and  it  is  of  great  use  as  it  facilitates  the  study  of  arithmetic  and  enables 
the  pupil  to  master  even  the  most  difficult  problems. 

I  always  endeavor  to  spread  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  the  schools 
by  means  of  Mr.  Larue's  little  manual  but  notwithstanding  all  my  efforts 
there  are  always  some  schools  in  which  it  is  not  taught.  And  yet  it  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  that  agriculture  be  properly  taught  to  our  farming 
population  if  we  wish  to  prevent  emigration. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  is  also  a  great  improvement  in  the 
school  furniture.  We  find  benches  with  backs  and  inclined  forms  in  nearly 
all  the  schools.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  school  houses,  several  of 
isvhich  have  been  considerably  repaired  this  year ;  still  much  remains  to  be 
done  before  every  school  is  comfortably  housed. 

I  think  these  few  remarks  will  suffice  as  my  bulletins  give  you  all 
the  details  you  require. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

EDOUARD  CARRIER, 

School  inspector. 
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MR.  DELAGE. 
(Translation.) 

St.  Cesaire,  6th  September,  1883. 

Sir. 

I  have  the  honor  to  fofward  the  report  of  my  inspection  in  the  counties 
of  St.  Hyacinthe  and  Bagot  during  the  year  1882-83. 

The  grand  table  which  accompanies  this  report  shows  that  there  are  in 
my  inspection  division : 

35  municipalities, 
186  districts, 
179  schools  under  the  control  of  commissioners, 

*7  schools  under  the  control  of  trustees, 

2  independent  schools. 


Total   188  schools  of  all  kinds,  attended  by  8,603  pupils. 

With  few  exceptions  I  was  able  to  visit  these  schools  twice  during  the 
year.  But  in  order  to  be  able  to  do  so,  I  was  obliged  to  go  out  in  all  kinds 
of  weather  and  over  all  kinds  of  roads,  being  blamed  therefor  by  the  cures 
and  commissioners  when  I  arrived.  I  have  often  been  asked  if  I  was 
obliged  to  make  my  inspections  in  very  bad  weather  and  when  the  roads 
were  dangerous.  On  two  occasions  last  winter  I  would  have  assuredly 
perished  on  the  road  if  assistance  had  not  arrived. 

It  appears  by  the  attendance  books  that  there  were  496  more  pupils 
this  year  than  last. 

I  also  notice  with  pleasure  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils 
learning  the  various  branches  of  the  school  curriculum. 
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In  the  number  of  pupils  learning  geography  an  increase  of. 351 

"                      "            "         grammar 312 

"                      "            "         parsing 1098 

"                      **            "         industrial  drawing 1028 

"                      "            "         the  Manual  of  agriculture 381 

"                      "            "         book-keeping 923 

This  is  an  evident  proof  of  progress  and  that  my  requests  have  been 
complied  with  in  reference  to  those  subjects  which  up  to  this  year  have  been 
neglected. 

I  have  not  visited  two  classical  colleges  and  seven  convents  ;  however 
I  hear  from  reliable  sources  that  these  nine  institutions  have  been  attended 
this  year  by  a  greater  number  of  pupils  than  formerly. 

The  commissioners  in  several  municipalities  have  had  the  school  houses 
repaired  in  accordance  with  orders  received  from  your  Department,  pro- 
bably based  on  the  remarks  in  the  bulletins  which  I  sent  you. 

In  a  near  future  I  hope  to  see  the  school  houses  more  commodious  and 
more  comfortable  for  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  remarks  of  my  colleague,  Mr.  Juneau, 

in  his  report  of  1882  on  the  irregular  attendance  at  school.     I  have  always 

noticed  that  this  defect  was  more  apparent  in  a  school  where  the  teacher 

was  careless,  taught  without  interest,,  took  little  care  of  his  pupils  and  did 

not  know  how  to  make  himself  liked  by  them.  • 

I 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  Journal  de  C Instruction  publique  and  tEnseigne- 

fnent  primaire  are  not  read  by  all  whose  task  it  is  to  form  the  intellect  and 

the  hearts  of  the  children  ;  this  is  all  the  more  deplorable  that  it  is  those 

who  are  the  most  in  need  of  them  who  refuse  to  subscribe.     In  a  good 

many  municipalities  I  have  insisted  upon  the  commissioners  obliging  the 

teachers  when  they  engage  them  to  receive  one  of  these  journals  and  make 

it  their  vade  rnecum.  « 

I  stated  in  my  report  of  last  year  that  there  were  still  two  secretary- 
treasurers  who  kept  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  commissioners  carelessly. 
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This  year  there  is  but  one  and  I  hope  he  will  give  more  satisfaction  in 
future.    He  is  not  deficient  in  capacity  but  in  good  will. 

The  rates  are  still  collected  but  slowly  in  some  municipalities  ;  in  one 
of  them  the  teachers  suffered  by  it.  As  I  was  informed  that  the  secretary- 
treasurer  was  to  blame,  I  spoke  to  him  about  it. 

The  pupils  who  are  unprovided  with  books  and  other  school  neces- 
saries are  those  who  come  to  school  only  to  learn  their  catechism  and  make 
their  first  communion. 

I  think  there  is  a  desire  that  the  commissioners  and  teachers  be  noti- 
fied of  the  date  of  the  visits.  This  might  be  done,  but  as  the  inspector  has 
not  always  the  necessary  time  at  his  disposal  the  notice  would  frequently 
be  useless. 

As  my  bulletins  which  I  sent  during  January  contain  detailed  infor- 
mation as  to  each  municipality,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  repeat  it 
in  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  B.  DELAQE, 

School  inspector. 
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MR.  FONTAINE. 
(Translation.) 

JoLiETTE,  1st  October  1883. 

Sir, 

In  forwarding  my  statistical  table  for  the  year  1882-83,  I  notice  with 
pleasure  that  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  various  institutions  of  my  dis- 
trict has  exceeded  by'^one  hundred  and  forty-nine  that  of  last  year.  The 
average  attendance  has  also  been  greater,  a  sure  proof  of  progress. 

For  as  I  have  often  remarked,  regular  attendance  at  school  is  the  best 
guarantee  of  success  and  progress  for  the  pupils  in  general. 

The. statistical  table  for  this  year  gives  certain  unaccustomed  details 
such  as  "  Object  lessons,  Natural  history,  History  of  Canada,  diseases  and 
deaths  amongst  the  children,  etc.,  etc." 

• 

My  statistics  as  to  disease  are  only  approximate,  for  but  few  of  the  teachers 
had  kept  a  record  of  the  children  who  were  sick,  as  they  had  not  been  in 
the  habit  or  obliged  to  give  information  on  this  point.  It  is,  however, 
certain  that  a  great  number  of  the  pupils  are  more  or  less  sick  during  the 
year  ;  and  in  certain  localities  some  disease  nearly  always  makes  its  appear- 
ances. 

These  statistics  of  disease  will  have  the  eflfect,  I  hope,  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  school  authorities  and  of  the  rate-payers  to  the  causes 
which  give  rise  to  it  and  to  the  practice  and  observation  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  hygiene  which  are  oflen  misunderstood  if  not  entirely  ignored. 

I  have  often  repeated  to  the  proper  persons  that  the  first  rule  of  health 
was  cleanliness.  But  it  is  a  very  delicate  subject  which  must  be  dealt 
with  very  carefully  if  we  do  not  wish  to  excite  the  ire  of  all.  In  this  con- 
nection I  have  done  all  that  my  knowledge  and  my  duty  inspired  me  to  do 
regardless  of  the  consequences  to  myself  which  my  remarks  might  occasion. 

The  teaching  of  drawing  and  agriculture  is  always  unpopular  and 
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the  number  of  those  who  learn  these  two  branches  tends  rather  to  diminish 
than  to  increase. 

Book-keeping  is  taught  only  in  the  superior  schools  and  in  a  few  pri- 
mary schools.  In  fact  I  do  not  think  that  this  branch  which  is  so  diificult 
can  be  taught  with  any  benefit  to  children  under  twelve  years  of  age,  for 
the  difficulties  it  presents  are  so  great  that  a  child  from  ten  to  twelve 
years  old  cannot  master  them.  I  mean  book-keeping  properly  speaking, 
and  not  the  teaching  of  mental  arithmetic  and  a  few  practical  rules  which 
some  teachers  consider  book-keeping.  ^ 

Moreover,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  subjects  of  the  curriculum  are 
very  numerous  and  that  it  is  hardly  possible  for  a  child  of  from  eight  to 
ten  years  of  age  to  study  grammar,  arithmetic,  geography,  history,  agricul- 
ture, book-keeping  and  catechism,  which  takes  up  a  great  deal  of  his  time 
until  he  has  made  his  first  communion.  But  a  very  few  children  continue 
to  go  regularly  to  school  after  that  and  the  most  of  them  generally  leave 
when  they  are  twelve  to  go  to  college  or  to  a  convent ;  so  that  the  schools^ 
a^  always  attended  by  quite  young  children  whose  time  is  fully  occupied 
in  learning  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  catechism. 

An  act  passed  during  the  last  session  of  the  provincial  parliament 
authorizes  the  Lieutenant-G-overnor  to  select  a  day  as  arbor  day.  This  is  a 
holiday  for  all  the  schools  whose  pupils  are  to  devote  themselves  to  arbo- 
riculture and  tree-planting.  Arbor  day  was  only  observed  by  two  muni- 
cipalities, I  think,  last  May.  But  I  am  convinced  that  next  year  it  will  be 
generally  observed  and  that  many  trees  will  be  planted  on  it.  When  the 
child  reaches  man's  estate  he  will  continue  to  keep  Arbor  Day  and  will 
perform  an  action  which  will  be  both  praiseworthy  and  profitable. 

Every  year  I  notice  an  improvement  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
secretary-treasurers  keep  their  accounts,  and  there  is  little  fault  to  find  in 
this  respect.    Nevertheless  the  arrears  of  rates  are  too  high  in  some  muni- 
Idpalities  and  the  result  is  that  the  secretaries  have  too  much  work  to  do 
>nd  sometimes  that  there  is  a  delay  in  the  payment  of  salaries. 
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Still  no  serious  complaint  on  that  score  was  made  to  me  last  year. 
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Since  my  last  report  three  new  districts  have  been  formed ;  they  are  one 
at  St.  G-abriel  de  Brandon,  one  at  St.  Beatrice  and  one  in  the  township  of 
Provost.  'The  commissioners  of  St.  Beatrice  and  of  St.  Gabriel  de  Brandon 
have  built  good  school  houses  in  their  respective  municipalities. 

In  the  township  of  Provost  the  commissioners  have  rented  a  house 
until  they  have  means  to  build  one. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


A.  FONTAINE, 

School  inspector. 


ME.  FOTHERGILL. 

Quebec,  17th  July,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  of  the  schools  under  my 
inspection  during  the  past  scholastic  year. 

I  regret  to  notice  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils  as  compared  with 
1881-2,  the  grand  statistical  tables  giving  1,534  scholars  against  1896  in 
my  last  report.  This  deficiency  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  great  measure  by 
the  large  emigration  to  Manitoba  which  has  recently  taken  place. 

The  Bulletin  Book  of  Inspection  visits,  together  with  the  Grand  Statis- 
tical Tables,  which  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  forward,  give  such  full 
and  accurate  information  of  the  various  educational  establishments  that 
there  is  little  need  for  any  lengthened  report.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain 
from  stating  that  I  have  noticed  marked  improvement  in  the  schools 
generally. 

In  Quebec  city — ^The  Boys'  and  Girls*  High  Schools  have  done  much 
good  work,  and  the  pupils  of  both  institutions  -  passed  creditable  examina- 
tions at  the  close  of  the  term.  The  latter  school  is  well  graded  and  has  a 
sufficient  class  of  teachers.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Directors  of 
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the  former  school  are  not  in  a  position  to  add  to  their  staff  of  teachers.  At 
present  the  two  institutions  stand  as  follows: — Boys'  High  School,  102 
pupils,  with  one  female  and  three  male  teachers ;  Q-irls'  High  School,  one 
male  and  six  female  teachers. 

The  Artillery  street,  St.  Andrew's  and  St.  Margaret  street  Commis- 
sioners' schools  for  boys  have  worked  steadily  during  the  year.  The  for- 
mer school  will  re-open  under  a  new  head  master' in  September,  as  Mr^ 
Emslie,  one  of  the  most  painstaking  and  successful  commercial  teachers  in 
the  city,  has  retired,  having  well  earned  a  rest  after  90  many  years  of  labor- 
ious and  faithful  service.  The  St.  Andrew's  school  has  been  removed  into 
the  National  School  buildings.  Esplanade  Hill. 

The  Girls'  School  in  St.  Margaret  street,  St.  Roch's,  has  been  well 
attended  and  worked  successfully,  while  the  numbers  in  the  D'Aiguillon 
€treet  school  (St.  Matthew's)  have  fallen  off,  the  older  girls  having  been 
attracted  to  the  Q-irls'  High  School,  while  many  families  have  removed 
from  the  city  who  formerly  sent  their  children  to  the  school.  The  Cham- 
{>lain  street  school  has  also  suffered  by  decrease  of  numbers,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  notice  great  irregularity  in  attendance,  so  much  so  that  if  continued 
during  the  coming  year,  the  Commissioners  will  hardly  be  justified  in 
making  the  customary  grant  to  that  district. 

Of  the  Independent  Schools  I  can  only  say  that  they  are  fairly  attended 
and  certainly  doing  a  very  good  work.  Although  having  no  right  of 
inspection  in  any  way,  yet  many  of  the  principals  have  kindly  furnished  me 
with  the  exact  numbers  of  their  pupils  in  attendance  and  several  with  very , 
full  particulars.  The  Kindergarten,  taught  by  Miss  Vial,  has  been  several 
years  in  operation,  and  from  the  position  it  occupies  it  is  evident  that  Miss 
Vial  fills  an  important  post  in  the  educational  work  of  the  city. 

The  Misses  Machin,  as  usual,  stand  at  the  head  of  superior  schools  for. 
young  ladies.     Mrs.  Wilkins,  Mrs.  Cook,  the  Misses  Chadderton,  the  Misses 
Lane  and  Mr.  Thom's  commercial  academy  are  among  the  principal  inde- 
pendent schools  of  the  city,  and  are  well  managed. 

In  the  Country. — Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Bergerville,  has  been  assiduous  in  his 
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duties.    The  salary  paid  him  (|240)  is  not  at  all  commensurate  with  the 
amount  of  work  which  he  renders  to  the  municipality. 

The  Eev.  A.  A.  Von  Iffland,  M.A.,  ably  conducts  a  private  clafis  for 
young  gentlemen  at  the  Rectory  House. 

The  St.  Foy's  Protestant  Dissentient  School,  under  Mr.  Frederick 
Mimee,  is  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition ;  the  attendance  irregular  and  the 
school-house  in  bad  condition. 

The  Hadlow  School,  under  Mr.  Craig,  and  that  at  St.  Bomuald,  under 
Miss  Moffatt,  are  being  well  attended,  and  I  noticed  much  improvement. 

The  Misses  Addie  conduct  a  very  excellent  independent  school  at  Levis. 
They  have  23  pupils,  Y  in  superior  course  and  16  in  elementary.  As  stated 
in  my  last  report,  the  Misses  Addie  formerly  taught  the  model  school  at 
Marbleton ;  both  young  ladies  hold  model  school  diplomas. 

The  Protestant  Dissentient  School  at  St.  Sauveur  de  Quebec  has  been 
under  the  charge  of  Miss  McKechnie,  who  formerly  taught  at  Valcartier. 
Miss  McKechnie  has  been  very  successful  and  shows  marked  ability  in  her 
mode  of  conducting  the  school. 

I  regret  again  to  state  that  the  school  at  St.  Roch's  North  is  still  closed, 
and  apparently  no  effort  being  made  to  engage  a  teacher. 

The  three  Protestant  Dissentient  Schools  at  St.  Raymond  have  been  in 
full  operation  during  the  year,  having  118  children  on  the  roll,  the  average 
attendance  is  however  low,  being  only  66.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
•especially  as  there  are  such  excellent  teachers,  t^wo  (the  Misses  Proctor), 
holding  well  earned  first  class  model  school  diplomas,  and  the  third.  Miss 
Grray,  a  first  class  elementary.  The  salaries  in  the  municipality  are  sinall» 
being  only  $880  between  the  three  teachers,  and  a  greater  part  of  that 
amount  is  furnished  by  a  charitable  society  in  Quebec  city.  The  school 
houses  are  all  in  very  bad  condition.  The  Rev.  H.  0.  Stuart,  M.A^  con- 
ducts a  boarding  school  for  young  gentlemen  at  the  parsonage  house  of 
Bourg  Louis. 

Portneuf  has  but  two  Protestant  Dissentient   Schools  in  operation. 
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numbers  1  and  3,  with  56  children  on  the  roll,  and  an  average  attendance 
of  43.  No.  1  from  being  about  the  poorest  school  in  my  district  of  inspec- 
tion is  now  faist  coming  into  the  front  rank.  The  ability  of  the  present 
teacher  (Miss  Be3niolds)  has  been  referred  to  by  me  in  former  reports.  Miss 
Courtney  has  still  charge  of  No.  8.  The  school-house  is  low  and  ill  adapted 
for  school  purposes.    There  ought  to  be  a  model  school  in  this  district. 

In  the  three  municipalities  of  St.  Qtibriel  de  Valcartier  a  good  many 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  teachers  during  the  past  year.  Miss  Staten 
has  charge  of  the  Mill  Hill  in  place  of  Miss  Cryan ;  Miss  Neilly,  of  No.  2 
St.  Gabriel  East,  and  Miss  Penny,  of  No.  1  St.  Q-abriel  West,  are  the  only 
representatives  of  the  former  teachers  in  those  municipalities.  Miss  Con- 
nolly has  now  charge  of  No.  1  St  Q-abriel  East  in  succession  to  Miss 
McKechnie,  and  Mrs.  Martin  has  succeeded  Miss  Clark  in  No.  3  District. 

In  St.  Gabriel  West  No.  4  has  been  vacant,  notwithstanding  the  ofl; 
repeated  efforts  of  the  Commissioners  to  secure  a  teacher.  No.  2  has 
recently  been  opened  in  a  private  house,  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Byson, 
an  able  teacher,  but  I  fear  she  will  only  have  a  weak  school.  No.  3  has 
been  efficiently  taught  by  Miss  Todd. 

The  Stoneham  school  has  been  re-opened  under  its  former  master,  Mr. 
Thomas  Duncan.  It  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  both  as  regards  num- 
bers and  condition  of  school-house. 

At  St.  Dunstan,  Miss  Janet  Simons  has  taught  with  very  great  ability 
and  success.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  she  has  withdrawn  from  the  care  of 
the  school.  ^ 

Tewkesbury  Protestant  Dissentient  School  is  vacant. 

At  Beauport,  the  Protestant  Dissentient  School  is  by  no  means  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  The  'teacher  has  much  ability  and  taught  for  one 
year  at  the  St.  Andrew's  school  in  Quebec  city  with  success,  but  at  Mont- 
morenci  she  suffers  from  the  true  saying, :  "  A  prophet  is  not  without  honor 
except  in  one's  own  country." 

Before  closing  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  school  houses  in 
the  country.     It  is  with  very  rare  exceptions  that  I  iind  well  appointed 
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kir ;  buildings.     I  can  only  recall  three,  viz. :  St.  Sauveur  de  Quebec,  Bergerville, 

I  and  St.  Koch's  North  (vacant),  while  most  are  in  a  bad  condition,  No.  2  g, 

.  St.  Eaymond  (3),  No.  2  St.  Gabriel  West,  St.  Foy,  Beauport,  Stoneham  and 

others,  with  scarcely  any  proper  apparatus,  a  total  want  of  globes,  great 
|[^  scarcity  of  maps,  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  old  rickety  desks  and  benches. 
t(r  The  school-room  ought  to  be  the  best  built  and  most  cheerful  room  m  the 
I?;  district,  whereas  it  generally  is  the  worst ;  low  ceiling,  no  ventilation- 
it;  truly  a  cheerless  looking  hole.  In  the  city  there  is  also  need  of  improve- 
^  ment,  especially  in  the  G-irls'  School  of  St.  Eoch's.  The  Protestant  Com- 
^/  missioners  have  gained  much  in  securing  the  roomy  buildings,  known  as 
^  the  National  School,  for  the  boys  formerly  attending  the  St.  Andrew's 
V  School.  A  good  building,  somewhat  similar  to  the  Girls'  High  School,  is 
I  ■  much  needed  for  boys  in  the  suburbs,  but  the  state  of  the  funds  at  the  djp- 

X>osal  of  the  Commissioners  will  not  stand  the  strain  of  building  for  some 


% 

i-  time  to  come. 

iff; 

c  •• 

^  I  have  to  regret  the  closing  of  the  National  School,  which  has  been 

I  ably  maintained  by  the  Church  of  England,  assisted  by  the  Gx>vernment 

grant  for  many  years.  Free  education  has  been  afforded  to  a  large  namber 
of  children.  It  was  a  special  rule  of  the  school  to  combine  secular  instmc- 
tion  with  sound  religious  knowledge,  to  my  mind  the  only  true  mode  of 
instruction.  The  withdrawal  of  the  aid  from  Government  has  necessitated 
closing  the  school  and  renting  the  buildings  to  the  Protestant  School 
Commissioners. 


^  From  the  Schedule  of  Instruction  I  look  forward  to  much  uniform  and 
regular  work  during  the  next  year,  and  I  trust  soon  to  be  able  to  report 
uiiiformity  in  Text  Books.  I  regret  that  the  authorized  list  does  not  include 
"  Lennie's  Grammar,"  it  is  a  favorite  book  and  well  adapted  for  our  schools. 
Agriculture,  as  a  subject  of  instruction,  is  unknown  in  all  my  schools. 
Drawing  and  music  are  but  little  taught.  Mr.  Pilkington,  C.E.,  conducted 
with  his  well  known  ability,  a  drawing  class  during  the  winter  months  in 
Morrin  College.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  he  will  kindly  renew  his 
\:'  efforts  in  the  cause  of  art  during  the  coming  winter.    Drawing  is  not  a 

subject  for  Examination  for  Elementary  Diplomas,  even  for  Model  Schools 
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it  is  only  optional,  and  while  this  is  so  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  it 
will  be  tanght  in  the  schools. 

I  haTe  the  honor  to  remain, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  devoted  servant, 

M.  M.  FOTHERaiLL, 

School  Inspector. 
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The  average  attendance  which,  last  year,  was  6t  p.  c^was  this  year 
71  p.  c,  notwithstanding  the  bad  weather  and  bad  roads  dnring  a  winter 
of  unusual  severity.  It  is  true  that  there  were  but  a  very  few  schools 
closed  owing  to  illness. 

I  found  about  25  schools  insufficiently  provided  with  books  and  school 
necessaries.  In  most  cases  this  was  the  fault  of  the  teacher  who  did  not 
take  the  trouble  to  tell  the  pupils  what  they  required. 

There  are  but  few  school  houses  which  are  too  small,  but  about  20 
p.  c.  are  too  low.  I  consider  that  a  height  of  9  feet  at  least  and  10  feet  at 
the  most  is  required  for  country  schools  which  have  never  more  than  60 
pupils.  Still  for  motives  of  economy  I  allow  a  height  of  eight  feet  for  some 
schools  where  there  are  but  few  children,  but  only  on  condition  that  they 
will  be  replaced  latter  on  by  higher  houses. 

Notwithstanding  the  facility  with  which  certain  boards  of  examiners 
grant  diplomas,  the  number  of  teachers  available  is  insufficient,  which  does 
not  mean  that  the  examiners  are  too  severe,  but,  as  the  teachers  are  not 
sufficiently  paid  for  their  work,  they  give  up  teaching  after  one  or  two 
years'  trial,  to  devote  themselves  to  other  pursuits  or  leave  the  province. 
Teachers  who  know  both  languages  are  very  scarce  and  the  most  sought 
after.    Their  salaries  vary  from  $150  to  $200. 

Since  some  years  we  have  had  very  few  and  I  think  that  at  present  we 
have  no  suits  between  the  commissioners  and  school  teachers.  This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  effi>rts  of  the  department,  the  accounts  are 
better  kept,  the  agreements  better  understood  and  better  carried  out  and 
also,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  people  are  beginning  to  become  reconciled  with 
the  schools.  We  still  find  some  instances  of  insubordination  which  recall 
the  time  when  a  great  portion  of  the  population  would  not  hear  of  schools, 
but  these  cases  are  very  rare  and  only  appear  as  a  contrast  to  the  general 
disposition. 

Rate-payers  are  more  careful  now  in  their  selection  of  commisioners, 
pay  their  taxes  more  willingly,  take  an  interest  in  their  schools  and  ask  to 
accompany  the  inspector  and  commissioners  when  they  visit  them,  etc. 


b''  '  But  all  theee  good  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the  people  do  not  i 

J  improve  our  schools  which  suffer  from  the  too  frequent  change  of 

^  and  their  want  of  pedagogical  knowledge.   -If  we  could  find  a  rei 

K;"  these  two  evils,  we  would  be  as  successful  as  we  can  hope  to  b 

^  present. 

r' ■  I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

S'  AUa.  OAY, 

pi  School  ini 


f-  MR.  GRONDIN. 

L  ( TVamlatitm) 

t:  '  Laprairie,  31st  August  1 

y  Sir, 

j(  In  submitting  the  present  report,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  st 

i'  as  a  rule  the  schools  under  my  supervision  have,  during  the  year  w 

ftL'  just  elapsed  made,  if  not  remarkable,  at  least  satisfactory  progres! 

*; '  proves  that  the  population  of  this  district  understands  and  apprec 

^  benefits  of  education. 

^  The  commissioners  and  trustees  are  very  willing  and  most 

i' .  regularly  visit  the  schools  under  their  control,  and  endeavor  to  thi 

'k-  their  ability  to  encourage  them.    But  on  the  other  hand  I  must  ad 

ty  we  unfortunately  find  some  in  certain  municipalities  who,  from  is 

g'-  of  the  importance  of  their  duties,  perform  them  only  in  a  uegli) 

^/  apathetic  manner  or  who,  in  common  with  a  large  number  of  rati 

cannot  understand  what  use  it  is  for  pupils  to  learn  certain  brand 
as  drawing,  book-keeping,  theoretical  agriculture,  etc.  There  a 
some  who  would  like  to  have  the  teaching  of  geography,  history  a 
tal  arithmetic  suppressed,  as  being  only  means  of  delaying  the  pre 
the  pupils. 

■    I  admit  that  the  curriculum  is  very  extensive,  perhaps  a  little  ti 
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so,  but  it  constitutes  a  whole,  which  cannot  be  disturbed  without  inconve- 
nience ;  the  suppression  of  one  branch  would  be  injurious  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem. What  the  local  authorities  should  do  would  be  to  secure  the  services 
of  teachers  who  really  know  how  to  teach  and  instruct  in  all  the  required 
subjects,  according  to  the  intelligence  of  the  pupils. 

In  order  to  attain  so  desirable  an  end,  we  would  have  to  increase  the 
salaries,  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do  at  the  present  time.  Still  we  cannot 
expect  to  secure  the  services  of  competent  persons  without  giving  them  a 
suitable  remuneration. 

Before  going  any  farther  into  this  subject,  I  must  say  that  the  salaries 
increase  a  little  every  year,  but  this  increase  is  so  small  that  it  is  not  even 
in  proportion  to  that  which  occurs  in  other  pursuits. 

The  teachers  should  petition  the  legislature  not  to  repeal,  by  a  measure 
of  doubtful  economy,  the  act  43  Vict.,  chap.  22,  establishing  a  superannua- 
tion fund  in  their  favor. 

A  comparison 'of  the  grand  statistical  table  which  I  sent  you  some  time 
ago  with  that  for  last  year,  will  show  a  slight  decrease  in  the  total  number 
of  pupils ;  but  this  decrease  is  only  apparent.  It  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
a  school  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  municipality  of  St.  Stanislas  de 
Kostka  has  been  detached  fr6m  it  to  form  part  of  the  new  parish  of  Ste. 
Barbe,  which  was  not  then  in  my  division.  It  is  now  in  it,  but  I  was 
informed  of  it  too  late  to  be  able  to  visit  the  school  and  mention  it  in  the 
statistical  table  ;  otherwise  there  would  have  been  an  increase  in  the  total 
number  of  pupils,  in  the  attendance,  and  iA  the  number  of  those  learning 
almost  all  the  branches. 

With  respect  to  the  French  schools  in  the  municipalities  of  Ste.  Barbe 
and  St.  Anicet,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  which,  by  your  letter  of  June 
last,  you  told  me  were  to  be  included  in  my  division  until  further  orders, 
in  exchange  for  the  three  Protestant  schools  in  the  municipality  of  St.  Louis 
*  de  GTonzague,  I  must  say  that  this  arrangement  is  not  in  my  favor,  for  it 
considerably  increases  my  work  and  expenses.  I  am  not  afraid  of  work, 
but  my  health  is  already  affected  by  the  journeys  I  have  had  to  make  at  all 
seasons  ;  however  I  bow  to  the  will  of  my  superiors. 


.3^ 

K. 


■•^,-; 
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In  inspecting  the  schools  of  my  division,  I  carefally  followed  your 
instructions  in  distributing  the  books  sent  by  the  department  as  prizes.  I 
especially  rewarded  regular  attendance  in  order  to  remedy  as  much  as  pos- 
sible an  evil  for  which  no  cure  has  yet  been  found. 

Tlhe  accounts  are  kept  everywhere  by  secretary-treasurers  who  are 
honest,  and  as  a  rule  careful,  but  there  always  remain,  every  year,  in  several 
municipalities,  arrears  of  rates  and  monthly  contributions,  which  in  some 
cases,  are  of  considerable  amount.  Nevertheless  no  teacher  complained  thifi 
year  of  being  badly  paid. 

As  the  bulletins  I  sent  during  the  course  of  the  year  show  the  special 
condition  of  each  of  the  schools  under  my  control,  I  will  not  deal  with  each 
municipality  and  institution  in  particular. 

The  consolidation  of  the  school  law  with  its  amendments  scattered 
throughout  different  statutes  would,  no  doubt  be  desirable,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  many  other  amendments  are  desirable.  The  most  important  in 
my  opinion  would  be  to  give  the  Superintendent  and  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  law  courts,  the  power  of  deciding  with- 
out appeal,  and  finally  on  all  questions  of  education  and  all  contestations  as 
to  the  interpretation  of  the  school  law  ;  this  would  prevent  law.  suits  which 
are  frequently  ruinous  and  are  always  a  source  of  division  and  dissension. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


L.  aRONDIN, 

School  In^pedor. 
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MR.  HUBBARD 

Sherbeooke,  May  15,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  and  statistical  table,  for 
the  current  schofastic  year. 

The  footings  of  the  table  will  show  but  little  variation,  perhaps  a  slight 
decrease,  from  those  of  last  year.  The  unusual  severity  of  the  winter  doubt- 
less affected  the  attendance  for  that  term,  particularly  in  the  thinly  settled 
districts.   You  will  notice  that  I  have  undertaken  to  fill  out  the  new  table, 
though  in  a  few  particulars,  I  have  been  able  to  do  so  with  only  approxi- 
mate certainty ;  this  is  true,  particularly  in  regard  to  such  points  as  the 
"  Average  "  and  "  Amount  of  Salaries,"  with  reference  to  which  entire  accu- 
racy can  hardly  be  secured  when  teachers  are  frequently  changed.    The 
question  "Mixed  Schools,"  is,  also,  one  of  some  uncertainty.     You  will 
notice  that  I  have  reported  fewer  under  that  head  than  in  my  last  table ;  the 
cause  is  mainly  in  the  difference  in  the  manner  of  rejwrting.     In  my  last 
table,   I  included  all  schools  as  "mixed,"  which  were  attended  by  any 
number  whatever  of  Catholic  children ;  in  the  table  now  sent,  I  have  not 
included  as  mixed,  those  schools  which  have  occasionally  one  or  two  Catho- 
lic pupils.    I  may  add  with  reference  to  this  point,  that  only  a  few  of  those 
schools  reported  as  mixed,  have  any  considerable  proportion  of  Catholic 
pupils. 

The  following  is  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  "  Grand  Totals"  as  given 
in  my  table  : 

Whole  number  of 

Elementary  Schools 286 

Pupils 6,614 

Model  Schools 8 

Pupils 386 

Academies 8 

Pupils 16S 


r. 


t  Colleges 2 

|..  Students 158 

iV  Schools  under  control  of  commissioners 278 

I'.',  Of  trustees  (dissentient) 13 

,;',  ;  Independent 13 

|.-  Whole  number  of  schools  reported  for  this  year....  304 

X  Attendance 7.831 

^  4,012  boys  and  8819  girls.    Of  the  291  schools  reported  "  under  control."  of 

t  commissioners  and  trustees,  6  are  graded  schools,  having  from  2  to  5  depart- 

'':  ments ;  3  of  these  having  the  senior  departments  classed  as  acaderoiea,  and 

&  -  1,  as  a  model  school.   Two  others,  (not  graded),  are  academies,  and  6.  model 

i'  -,  schools.    Of  the  13  reported  as  "  independent,"  5  are  academies  and  colleges 

t'  receiving  government  aid  ;  the  others  are  wholly  independent  or  private. 

Nine  districts  had  no  school  during  the  year,  and  about  60  had  school  foi 
only  part  of  the  year ;  the  cause  generally  being  want  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  children  who  could  attend  school. 

I  visited  all  the  schools  which  were  in  operation  at  the  time  of  my 
tours,  (generally  going  to  those  not  in  operation)  once  during  the  year, 
all  twice,  except  4  in  summer,  and  12  in  winter,  several  of  these  would  1 
been  visited  but  for  their  closing  very  early ;  and  I  was  prevented  J 
reaching  others  by  the  very  unfavorable  state  of  the  roads,  when  I  w( 
their  vicinity.    I  made  in  all  490  visits,  requiring  about  2700  miles'  tra 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  your  circular  of  the  l7th  '. 
last,  I  held,  during  the  winter,  four  county  teachers'  meetings,  in  a 
which  I  had  the  very  valuable  assistance  of  Rev.  Secretary  Reiford. 
though,  unfortunately,  occurring  in  every  instance  in  exceedingly  unii 
able  weather,  these  meetings  were  attended  with  very  gratifying  res 
beyond  my  expectations,  and  I  trust,  will  prove  of  valuable  service  in  a 
ing  and  deepening  intelligent  interest  among  the  teachers  in  their  v 
I  have  also  attended  with  Mr.  Secretary  Reiford,  several  conferenci 
school  commissioners,  which  I  am  confident,  will  be  productive  of 
resnlts.  I  have  much  hope  that  the  improvements  proposed,  though  ] 
ing  at  first  with  some  opposition,  will,  in  most  cases,  prevail,  and  I 
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do  all  in  my  power  to  encourage  and  assist  in  carrying  out  the  suggestions 
contained  in  your  circular  of  the  3rd  of  April  last.  In  addition  to  the  meet- 
ings above  mentioned,  I  have  had,  during  the  year,  several  special  meetings 
with  school  commissioners  and  others,  for  the  purpose  of  advice,  or  assist- 
ance in  the  settlement  of  difficulties.  I  may  add  that  as  nearly  all  these 
meetings  having  taken  place  during  school  terms,  they  have  necessarily 
proved  some  interruption  to  the  regular  work  of  inspection,  rendering  it 
more  difficult  to  reach  all  the  schools  while  in  session.  • 

I  referred  in  my  last  report,  to  several  casualties  to  school  buildings. 
St.  Francis  college  has  been  rebuilt,  and  when  fully  completed,  as  intend- 
ed, will  be  a  fine  building.  Danville  academy  has  not  been  renewed,  the 
commissioners  having  provided  instead,  a  building  suitable  for  a  graded 
school,  which  is  in  successful  operation.  Durham  model  school  house  was 
completed,  and  several  elementary  school  houses  have  been  re-built  and 
others  thoroughly  repaired  ;  a  few  others  need  the  same  heroic  treatment ; 
though  the  school  houses  generally  are  "  good  "  or  "  middling."  One  or 
two  buildings  for  graded  schools  are  in  contemplation,  if  not  in  actual  pro- 
cess of  construction.  In  some  cases,  there  is  still  want  of  proper  arrange- 
ments for  the  supply  of  firewood.  The  black-boards  in  too  many  cases,  are 
only  passable,  and  very  few  school  houses  have  wall  maps  or  globes. 

The  schools  are  generally  pretty  well  supplied  with  books,  though 
there  is  still,  in  several  localities,  want  of  uniformity ;  unauthorized  books 
being  still  used  in  too  many  cases.  As  regards  the  furnishing  of  books,  I 
feel  compelled  to  express  dissent  from  the  proposal  to  have  the  books  sup- 
plied to  the  schools  free  by  the  school  commissioners,  as  I  am  quite  confi- 
dent that  in  the  schools  under  my  supervision,  that  plan  would  not  gene- 
rally prove  satisfactory  or  successful.  As  regards  teachers  and  finances,  I 
have  nothing  special  to  report ;  any  extended  remarks  would  be  essentially 
a  repetition  of  what  I  stated  in  my  last  report. 

By  your  circular  dated  the  lYth  November  last,  we  are  instructed  to 
classify  the  municipalities  in  our  districts  under  the  heads :  1  excellent,  2 
good,  3  middling,  4  bad,  and  6  very  bad  ;  averaging  in  order  of  merit,  the 
classification  to  be  based  upon  the  following  points  : 


1.  The  manner  in  which  school  commissioners  and  secretary-treasorere 
discharge  their  duties ; 

2.  The  condition  of  school  houses ; 

3.  School  apparatus ; 

4.  The  use  of  authorized  text  books  ; 

5.  The  efficiency  of  the  teachers ; 

^6.  Salaries  of  teachers  and  method  of  payment. 

I  may  say  that  I  have  found  quite  difficult  to  make  this  classification, 
particularly  as  I  have  made  only  one  tour  of  visits  since  the  circular  ■was 
issued.     In  my  ■winter  visits,  however,  I  have  adopted  a  uniform  system  of 
marking  each  school  with  reference  to  the  several  points  required,  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  carry  out  impartially  in  all  the  municipalities.    I  hard- 
ly need  remark  that  this  classification  shows  nothing  in  regard  to  the  coiu- 
parative  proficiency  or  advancement  of  the  schools  ;  and  it  should  be  borue 
in  mind  that  municipalities  ranking  well  in  the  1st,  2nd  and  5th  points, 
may  readily,  by  marking  low  in  the  3rd,  4th  and  6th  points,  or  part  of  them, 
fall   below  others  to  which  in  some  respects,  they  are  superior,     I   have 
found  it  necessary  to  make  only  three  classes,  {1,  2,  and  3,)  an*!  I  hni-i* 
placed  all  the  village  municipalities  of  class  2  together,  witho 
to  their  rank,  as  compared  with  the  rural  municipalities.    Se 
latter  avert^e  so  nearly  equal  that  their  arrangement  is  as  mi 
of  convenience  as  of  actual  difference  of  Tank. 

Class  1. — Sherbrooke,  Coaticook,  Richmond,  Lennoxville.  I 

Class  2, — Villages :  Stanstead  Plain,  Windsor  Mills,  Beehf 
bourne  Tillage,  Dixville 

Rural :  Durham,  South-Durham,  Cleveland,  Shipton,  1 
Newport,  Eaton,  Magog,  Orford,  East  Clifton,  Stanstead,  Bami 
Compton,  Dudswell,  Melbourne,  "Windsor,  Clifton,  Westbury 
Kingsey  Falls,  Kingsey,  Brompton. 

Class  3. — Barford,  Tingwick,  (diss.)  Harford,  (diss.)  Auklai 
school  under  my  supervision.) 
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As  regards  number  of  schools  and  pupils,  Stanstead  stands  highest,  and 
Aukland  lowest ;  the  former  having  33  elementary  schools,  with  an  average 
of  21  J.pupils. 

I  regret  that  owing  to  the  very  large  number  of  schools  under  my 
insi)ection,  I  find  it  impossible,  with  the  utmost  indUjStry  and  effort,  to  do  • 
all  that  ought  to  be  done,  during  the  terms  of  school,  either  in  the  way  of 
visiting  or  general  work.  I  am  of  necessity  obliged  to  make  visits  unduly 
short,  or  to  omit  visiting  a  considerable  portion  of  the  schools ;  my  aim  has 
been,  to  have  as  few  omissions  as  possible.  As  a  desirable  item  of  general 
work,  I  have  been  considering  the  plan  of  competitive  examinations,  which, 
I  notice,  has  been  tried  with  good  results,  by  inspector  McGregor ;  but  with 
my  present  limits,  I  hardly  dare  undertake  any  more  general  work. 

I  have  but  few  suggestions  tp  offer.  I  have  thought  that  the  regula* 
tions  respecting  teachers'  diplomas  should  be  so  modified  as  to  provide  that 
diplomas  granted  by  Protestant  or  Catholic  Boards  should  be  valid  only  for 
schools  of  a  corresponding  religious  faith.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  a  limit 
is  projwsed  to  be  set  upon  second  doss  diplomas.  I  regard  with  favor  the 
suggestions  of  a  small  prize  to  candidates  taking  the  highest,  mark ;  though 
it  might  be  more  useful  to  give  educational  books,  works  on  teaching,  etc., 
instead  of  cash  prizes. 

I  cannot  see  that  any  advantage  would  be  gained,  but  rather  the  con- 
trary, in  the  substition  of  three  school  commissioners  in  place  of  five.  In 
the  larger  municipalities,  the  present  number  does  not  seem  at  all  excessive. 
For  the  village,  municipalities  and  the  smaller  rural  sections,  three  would 
xindoubtedly  answer  quite  cus  well.  Gould  there  not  be  a  separate  provision 
in  this  respect,  for  village  municipalities  ? 

As  I  have  given  the  details  of  the  several  municipalities  and  schools  in 
my  statistical  table  and  in  the  bulletins  of  inspection,  it  seems  unnecessary 
to  give  further  details  in  this  rejwrt.  I  beg  to  express  my  gratification 
vrith  the  increased  number  of  prize  books  furnished  me,  which  has  enabled 
me  to  give  better  satisfaction  in  the  award ;  but  teachers  still  frequently 
express  disappointment  that  I  am  not  able  to  award  prizes  at  each  visit,, 
which  I  hardly  need  say,  is  impossible,  even  with  present  supply. 


I  must  not  omit  a  reference  to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Provincial 
Protestant  Teachers'  Association,  held  here  at  the  beginning  of  the  year;  a 
meeting  attended  with  much  interest,  and,  I  trust,  with  lasting  benefits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

H.  HUBBARD, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  JUNEAU. 
{Translaiion) 


Qdebec,  12th  September,  1883. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  annual  report  on  the  schools  in^jmy 
division. 

There  has  been  no  change  of  any  importance  during  th< 
of  progress  has  been  about  the  same,  but  I  must  say  that  th 
tible  improvement  in  reading;  the  words  are  more  distinc 
and  it  is  easy  to  see,  from  the  varied  tones,  and  the  express 
ures,  that  the  pupils .  understand  what  they  read.  Howe 
find  this  everywhere ;  it  is  hardly  noticeable  except  in  the  i 
the  schools  taught  by  teachers  trained  in  the  Nonnal  schoc 
vement  is  due  to  Rev.  Mr.  Lagac^. 

To  read  well  is  of  course  very  difficult,  but  by  dint  of ; 
read,  if  not  perfectly,  at  least  in  an  intelligible  manner.  In 
pupils  to  do  this  the  teachers  should  study  Mr.  Iiagac^'s  b 
from  some  one  who  has  thoroughly  mastered  his  system 
pupils  to  pronounce  the  words  well  and  to  accentuate  them 
speak  and  to  explain  what  they  have  read. 
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It  is  generally  under  teachers  in  religious  orders  that  we  find  pupils 
who  read  well  and  intelligently,  for  the  brothers  and  nuns  give  themselves 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  make  their  pupils  understajid  how  important  it  is 
to  read  well,  and  also  how  to  make  the  lesson  in  reading  both  instructive 
and  interesting. 

As  soon  as  the  pupil  begins  to  spell  he  is  taught  how  to  divide  the 
syllables,  to  distinguish  the  vowels  and  consonants  in  each  word,  and  as 
soon  as  he  can  read  fluently  he  is  asked  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the 
words ;  he  is  taught  to  distinguish  the  noun  from  the  adjective,  the  singu- 
lar from  the  plural ;  finally  he  is  taught  grammar,  parsing,  history  and 
geography  as  the  lesson  proceeds.  By  making  the  child  follow  this  system 
from  the  time  he  enters  the  school,  his  intellect  is  developed. 

Too  much  time  is  generally  given  to  reading  Latin.  One  hour  a  week 
is  sufficient  and  it  should  be  taught  only  when  the  pupil  can  read  French 
well.  Only  the  pupils  in  the  first  division  should  be  taught  to  read  manu- 
script, and  this  should  be  done  in  place  of  reading  print. 

In  some  schools,  at  the  request  of  the  parents,  the  pupils  are  taught  to 
read  English  but  like  machines  ;  I  use  this  expression  because  in  most  cases 
the  teachers  cannot  pronounce  the  words  properly,  the  pupils  do  not  learn 
and  their  time  is  wasted. 

Nearly  all  the  pupils,  with  but  few  exceptions,  learn  writing  and 
arithmetic  as  soon  as  they  enter  the  school  and  this  is  a  great  improvement. 
Formerly  the  teachers  waited  until  the  pupils  knew  how  to  read  before 
teaching  them  writing  and  arithmetic,  so  that  they  often  left  school  before 
they  could  write  a  single  line. 

Drawing  does  not  take  well,  and  yet  in  the  schools  where  drawing  is 
taught,  the  pupils  write  much  better  than  where  it  is  not. 

■  

The  excellent  series  of  copy-books  published  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Langlais  is 
used  in  my  schools.  I  would  like  to  see  it  introduced  everywhere  for  I  am 
convinced  that  no  better  method  can  be  found. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  most  of  the  boys  leave  school  just  as  they  are 
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beginning  to  nnderstand  what  they  are  doing.  In  the  country  the  parents 
often  require  their  services  for  farm  labor ;  in  the  towns,  in  order  to  make 
them  earn  a  little  money,  they  are  sent  to  the  fa<:tories  to  the  detriment  of 
their  health  and,  what  is  worse,  to  the  peril  of  their  innocence.  It  is  a 
great  misfortane,  but  what  can  we  do?  the  parents  alone  have  the  control 
of  their  children.  In  the  country  the  children  are  not  exposed  to  danger, 
but  they  soon  forget  what  they  learnt  at  school. 

Education  has  undoubtedly  made  great  progress  almost  everywhere 
since  a  few  years.  It  is  not  because  children  are  more  intelligent  than  they 
used  to  be,  but  it  is  owing  to  the  progress  made  in  education  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  Normal  schools.  The  teachers  are  all  very  willing  and  rival  in 
zeal. 

But  I  regret  to  say  that  while  ;  taking  the  greatest  of  pains  to  teach 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  etc.,  the  teachers,  almost  as  a  general  rale, 
do  not  try  to  form  the  minds  and  guide  the  hearts  of  their  pupUs.    They 
try  to  turn  out  little  savants,  paying  no  heed  to  the  qualities  of  the  heart ; 
the  result  is  that  we  have  little  pedants  with  a  slight  smattering  of  know- 
ledge and  that  is  all.     There  is  no  time,  say  they,  to  prepare  them  for  the 
dangers  they  will  meet  when  they  begin  life  in  earsest  and  the 
quence  is  that  youths  whom  I  have  seen  at  school,  I  have  afterwards 
of  as  street-idlers,  grossly  misbehaving  and  making  their  parents  reg 
money  they  spent  for  their  education.    As  the  children  are  not  accuE 
to  be  given  good  advice  they  think  that  when  they  leave  the  school 
has  the  right  to  correct  them ;  they  fall  into  bad  company  and  beo 
bad  as  their  companions. 

Some  minutes  of  every  day  should  be  devoted  to  training  the  m: 
the  children  and  pointing  out  the  dangers  to  which  they  will  be  ei 
to  telling  them  how  to  select  their  friends  and  impressing  upon  the 
a  man  who  is  a  good  Christian  and  an  honest  citizen  is  always  esi 
and  honored.  They  should  be  taught  to  respect  themselves,  their  j 
and  their  neighbors,  to  respect  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  authorities 
should  be  inspired  with  horror  of  vice  and  intemperance,  whose  4 
consequences  should  be  pointed  out  and  be  shown  how  great  man 
when  he  follows  the  path  of  rectitude  and  performs  his  duty. 
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With  the  kind  permission  of  His  &race  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec,  the 
citizens  had  on  the  30th  and  31st  of  August,  and  on  the  3rd  September  of 
this  year,  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  monastery  of  the  TJrsulines  ;  I  took 
advantage  of  this  permission  and  was  very  glad  to  have  done  so,  for  I  had 
quite  a  dilFerent  idea  of  everything  I  saw.  I  used  to  think  that  it  must  be 
dark  and  dreary  while  I  found  that  everywhere  throughout  the  vast  estab- 
lishment which  is  a  perfect  labyrinth  for  a  stranger,  peace  and  happiness 
reigned  supreme.  Everywhere  we  find  exquisite  cleanliness  with  great 
simplicity,  pure  and  fresh  air.  The  rooms  are  not  needlessly  crowded  with 
useless  furniture,  as  is  now  the  fashion  in  our  houses,  giving  additional 
work  and  predisposing  the  inmates  to  fever  and  other  diseases  especially 
since  the  introduction  of  blinds  to  keep  out  the  sun's  beneficial  rays.  On 
the  contrary  light  penetrates  everywhere  and  enlivens  everything. 

The  study  and  recreation  rooms  are  spacious,  and  well  ventilated ;  the 
same  may  be  said  of  the  clase-rooms,  dining-rooms  and  dormitories  ;  so  that 
the  health  of  the  pupils  cannot  in  any  way  be  affected.  The  only  small 
rooms  are  the  nuns'  cells,  but  even  there  pure  and  fresh  air  circulates  freely 
and  constantly. 

The  convent  has  immense  gardens,  large  yards  and  play-grounds,  all 
of  which  are  greatly  beneficial  to  the  health  of  the  children. 

I  am  no  longer  surprised  to  find  that  young  girls  educated  at  the  TJrsu- 
lines who  wish  to  enter  a  monastic  life  should  prefer  that  community  to 
all  others ;  they  know  that  they  will  find  in  the  midst  of  the  austerities 
they  will  have  to  practise,  constant  happiness  and  peace  which  nothing 
can  disturb. 

The  course  of  studies  is  well  known  and  our  neighbors  in  the  States, 
who  are  so  practical  in  every  thing  relating  to  education,  highly  appreciate 
it,  and  many  of  them  send  their  daughters  there  to  perfect  themselves  in 
the  higher  branches. 

Our  government  could  not  confide  the  department  of  girl  pupil-teachers 
of  the  Normal  school  to  more  able  persons  than  the  TJrsulines,  who  teach 
them  and  inculcate  in  them  so  well  the  virtues,  which  will  afterwards 
make  them  really  qualified  teachers. 
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All  those  who  had  the  advantage  of  visiting  the  convent  were  delight* 
ed  with  the  courteous  and  kindly  welcome  extended  to  them  by  the  nuns, 
and  will  always  retain  a  pleasant  recollection  of  all  they  saw. 

My  grand  statistical  table  and  my  bulletins  relieve  me  of  the  necessity 
of  giving  you  a  multitude  of  details,  which  it  would  be  unnecessary  to 
mention. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

F.  E.  JUNEAU, 

Sdiool  Inspector, 


ME.  LAMARCHE. 

(Translation)    • 


St.  Johns,  26th  September  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1882-83. 


The  progress  made  during  the  year  is  very  satisfactory.  The  parents 
understand  that  education  is  indispensable  for  the  future  welfare  of  their 
children,  and  endeavor  to  procure  for  them  as  much  as  possible  an  edu<.^-  - 
tion  suited  to  their  condition  in  life.  They  second  the  daily  efforts  of  the 
teacher  by  seeing  that  the  children  do  their  exercises  at  home  and  by  send- 
ing them  regularly  to  school.  The  average  attendance  this  year  amounted 
to  ^t  per  cent,  while  last  year  it  was  *75. 

The  school  authorities  as  a  rule,  appear  willing  to  carry  out  the  law 
and  regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

They  make  a  judicious  selection  of  teachers  and  endeavor,  according  > 
their  means,  to  procure  suitable  school  houses,  and  the  necessary  8uppli<  l 
There  is  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  furniture.  The  higher  schoo  & 
nearly  all  have  improved  desks  and  so  have  some  of  the  primary  schools. 
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Owing  to  the  eflforts  of  the  cut6  of  Napierville,  the  commissioners  of 
that  parish  have  been  able  to  add  to  their  old  academy  another  wing  which 
makes  it  quite  a  suitable  building.  It  is  under  the  management  of  the 
Freres  de  Sainte  Croix  who,  last  year  inaugurated  their  classes  with  great 
success. 

The  commissioners  of  the  town  of  St.  John  have  two  handsome  brick 
buildings  for  their  commercial  academy.  One  does  for  a  dwelling  and  the 
other,  which  is  larger,  is  used  for  the  classes,  and  the  latter  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired  both  as  regards  health  and  comfort. 

More  than  three  hundred  children  are  taught  there  by  the  Christian 
Brothers. 

There  are  219  teachers  of  both  sexes  in  my  division  ;  15  are  men  in  reli- 
gious orders,  59  nuns,  26  lay  male  teachers,  and  119  female  teachers ;  1*7  of 
ihe  latter  have  no  diplomas. 

Notwithstanding  that  notices  were  published  in  the  papers  for  several 
months,  some  municipalities  could  not  secure  teachers  with  diplomas,  and 
were  obliged  to  accept  the  services  of  young  girls  who  had  the  necessary 
qualifications,  but  who  were  not  old  enough  to  get  their  diplomas.  By 
their  zeal  and  devotedness  most  of  them  succeeded  in  giving  satisfaction  to 
those  who  assisted  them  in  maintaining  discipline.  Young  beginners  are 
generally  very  zealous,  but  are  frequently  wanting  in  authority.  This  is  a 
defect  from  which  some  of  the  male  teachers  are  not  exempt,  but  is  most 
frequently  to  be  found  in  the  school-mistresses. 

f 

N 

Too  much  precaution  cannot  be  taken  against  this  as  it  is  beginning  to 
show  itself  in  society  in  the  want  of  respect  due  to  the  civil  and  religious 
authorities. 

The  teachers'  salaries  are  becoming  higher  and  keep  pace  with  the 
general  improvement  in  business.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  also  contributes 
to  this.  In  my  division,  I  notice  only  a  few  young  girls  who  intend  to 
teach.  Of  the  360  pupils  whp  attend  the  celebrated  convent  at  St.  John, 
only  one,  since  six  years  has  devoted  herself  to  teaching. 


Every  one  endeavors  to  follo'^  the  curriculum  of  the  Council  of  Public 
luBtniction  as  closely  as  possible,  and  according  to  the  pnpils  acquire- 
meute. 

The  secretary-treasurers  perform  their  duties  well,  and,  owing  to  the 
general  prosperity,  there  are  but  little  arrears  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


Z.  O.  H.  LAMAUCHE, 

School  In^tector. 
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MR.  LEFEBVEE. 

{Translation) 


Thbee  Rivbks,  1st  September  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  education  in  my 
inspQjction  division  for  the  year  ending  80th  June  last. 

Since  my  first  report  in  18Y8,  five  years  ago,  there  has  been  an  amount 
of  progress  which  is  quite  encouraging  if  we  consider  the  obstacles  which 
still  impede  the  proper  working  of  a  large  number  of  our  public  schools. 

In  order  the  better  to  show  the  progress  obtained  during  those  five 
years,  I  cannot  think  of  any  thing  more  striking  that  the  following  synop- 
tical  table  : 


Schools  of  all  kinds 

Pupils  entered  on  rolls 

Total  aTerage  attendance 

Papils  leading  wt^Il 

"      writing 

<(      ]eaming  arithmetic 

"  <<        mental  arithmetic 

«  u        book-keeping 

u  <.        French  grammar 

"  "        English  grammar.  

"  «        geography 

«  «        hiirtorjr 

«  "        linear  industrial  drawing 

"  "        agricultnre 

School  honses  belonging  to  the  commissioners 


1878 


112 

5890 

4030 

1974 

2764 

2637 

2928 

269 

1604 

231 

746 

1232 

341 

855 

€8 


1883 


129 
6808 
4357 
2133 
6652 
2626 
6808 

763 
2125 

297 
1286 
1676 
2197 
1516 
88 


Increase. 


17 

918 

327 

159 

3888 

89 

3880 

504 

521 

66 

640 

444 

1856 

661 

20 
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As  may  be  seen  the  increase  in  the  average  attendance  is  not  in  propor- 
tion to  that  in  the  number  of  pupils  entered  on  the  rolls,  because  the  latter 
is  16  per  cent,  while  the  former  is  only  8  per  cent.  This  discrepancy  is 
only  apparent  and  is  due  to  the  fact  that  five  years  ago  most  of  the  teachers 
were  ignorant  of  the  manner  of  calculating  the  average  attendance,  and 
only  gave  it  approximately.  Since  then,  as  they  have  learned  to  calculate 
the  average  attendance  from  month  to  month  exactly,  it  is  easy  to  notice 
the  errors  in  their  first  returns.  I  am  convinced  that  attendance  at  6cl^pol 
although  far  from  what  it  should  be  is  more  regular  than  it  was. 

There  is  also  another  item  in  the  table  which  shows  a  striking  contrast : 
it  is  the  number  of  pupils  learning  arithmetic ;  the  increase  is  only  89  in 
five  years.  Here  again  the  discrepancy  is  only  apparent  and  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  five  years  ago  all  who  were  only  learning  numeration  were  in- 
cluded in  those  learning-  arithmetic,  while  since  then  I  only  enter  those 
who  can  write  down  numbers. 

The  greatest  increase  is  in  the  number  of  pupils  learning  mental  arith- 
metic, in  fact  all  the  pupils  learn  it  because  I  insist  xiipon  its  being  taught 
as  it  develops  the  intellects  of  all  the  pupils,  no  matter  how  young  they 
may  be. 

I  also  insist  upon  all  the  pupils,  even  the  youngest,  having  a  slate  so 
as  to  teach  them  to  write  as  they  learn  to  read.  I  advise  the  teachers  to 
write  a  model  for  the  younger  children  either  on  the  black-boards  or  on 
their  slates,  such  as  large  letters,  figures  or  some  of  the  easier  examples  in 
lineal  drawing.  This  keeps  the  children  pleasantly  and  usefully  occupied 
and  prevents  them  from  playing  and  destroying  their  books.  This  is  why  the 
table  shows  almost  as  many  pupils  in  writing  as  there  are  pupils  on  the 
rolls.  If  all  do  not  write  it  is  because  in  more  than  one  school  a  teacher 
has  60  children  or  more  under  him,  or  again  in  the  municipalities  where 
the  commissioners  do  not  supply  the  schools,  it  is  frequently  very  difficult 
to  get  the  parents  to  provid^the  children  with  what  they  require. 

For  instance  they  are  not  given  either  slates,  pencils,  pens,  ink  or  pap  r 
on  the  ground  that  they  will  not  be  left  at  school  long  enough  to  learn  ho  ' 
to  write.    They  are  not  given  manuals  of  agriculture  because  the  paren  } 
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say  that  the  teachers  cannot  instruct  in  it,  that  they  themselv^  are  the 
best  instructors.     Such  parents  send  their  children  to  school  only  to  learn  • 
their  catechism,  so  as  to  be  able  to  make  their  first  communion. 

Sometimes  I  see  bright  children  of  from  nine  to  ten  years  of  age  who 
can  read  very  well ;  when  I  want  to  make  them  write  from  dictation  the 
teacher  tells  me  that  their  parents  will  not  let  them  learn  to  write,  because 
it  would  prevent  them  from  learning  their  catechism  to  make  their  first 
cdinmunion,  and  that  they  will  not  be  left  at  school  after  that. 

The  teacher  can  do  nothing  under  these  circumstances.  The  parents 
are  masters  of  their  children.  Of  course  their  authority  and  their  opinions 
have  to  be  respected,  but  they  should  be  only  when  they  are  rational  and 
enlightened,  not  when  they  are  so  narrow-minded. 

Although  I  am  not  much  in  favor  of  coercion,  I  would  not  be  sorry  to 
see  such  parents  compelled  to  do  their  duty. 

One  of  the  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  certain  schools  is 
that  there  are  too  many  children  under  a  single  teacher.  The  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  acted  wisely  when  it  passed  its  regulation  in  September 
1874,  limiting  the  number  of  pupils  to  be  taught  by  any  one  teacher  to  40 
in  model  schools,  and  60  in  primary  schools  ;  this  is  still  a  large  number. 

Another  obstacle  which  my  colleagues  and  myself  point  out  in  all  our 
reports  is  the  irregular  attendanee  at  school.  From  the  experience  I  have 
had  since  I  visit  the  schools,  I  may  say  that  I  am  convinced  that  the  chief 
cause  of  irregular  attendance  is  inferior  or  inefficient  teaching.  This  is  so 
true  that  where  the  schools  are  well  taught,  and  where  the  teachers  know 
how  to  make  themselves  liked  by  the  children  and  how  to  excite  their 
emulation,  the  attendance  is  always  fairly  regular.  The  remedy  for  the  evil 
would  therefore  be  to  take  all  possible  means  to  get  competent  teachers, 
but  in  order  to  do  so,  better  salaries  than  those  now  given  would  have  to 
be  offered.  # 

The  average  salary  paid  to  female  teachers  in  my  division  is  only  $82,. 
with  fuel  and  lodging.  This  is  altogether  insufficient,  particularly  at  pre- 
sent wlien  the  necessaries  of  life  are  so  dear.    In  this  connection,  I  may  say 
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that  although  the  salaries  are  still  too  low,  there  is  however  an  improve* 
ment  i;a  most  of  the  mtinicipalities,  and  I  notice  with  pleasure  that  in 
many  municipalities  they  have  the  good  sense  not  to  make  the  teachers 
repay  the  drawback  for  the  pension  fund  required  by  the  department. 

I  endorse  on  all  points  what  my  ex-colleague  the  late  Mr.  Dorval  said 
in  his  last  report  concerning  the  pension  and  aid  fund  for  teachers  which, 
as  he  says,  is  the  greatest  act  of  justice  hitherto  done  in  favor  of  infirm 
teachers.  I  may  add  that  this  law  is  so  popular  with  the  teachers  in  my 
district  that,  until  now,  not  one  has  objected  to  it. 

I  also  heartily  endorse  the  judicious  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Juneau  in 
his  last  report  concerning  religious  instruction  in  schools.  With  him,  I 
think  that  religious  teaching  should  occupy  the  most  prominent  position 
in  the  curriculum,  for  it  is  the  science  which  shows  us  what  we  are,  what 
we  owe  to  our  Creator  and  the  end  for  which  He  made  us.  Besides,  those 
schools  in  which  the  catechism  is  best  taught  are  the  most  successful. 

As  you  may  see  by  the  foregoing  table,  during  the  past  five  years, 
twenty  school  houses  have  been  built  in  my  division,  and  many  have  been 
considerably  improved.  Nearly  all  the  new  school  houses  are  as  comfor- 
table as  can  be  expected.  There  are  still  many  municipalities  which  have 
not  complied  with  the  regulations  respecting  school  furniture.  Several 
have  made  important  improvements  during  the  past  year.  Some  of  those 
have  been  done  with  good  will,  when  the  orders  of  the  department  were 
received,  while  the  others,  owing  to  the  fear  that  the  grant  would  be  with- 
held, have  been  carried  out  in  fact,  even  if  not  with  good  will. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show  the  teachers  the  advantage  of  subscribing 
either  to  the  Enseignement  Primaire  or  to  the  Journal  de  V Instruction  Publique, 
I  consider  that  a  publication  of  the  kind  is  indispensable  for  every  teacher 
who  wishes  to  thoroughly  learn  how  to  teach  school. 

A  good  many  of  my  scMbols  are  now  supplied  with  copy-books  witl 
printed  headings  ;  those  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Langlais  are  particularly  appreciated. 

Finally,  I  have  nothing  but  praise  to  award  the  teaching  given  by  th( 
nuns  and  male  religious  teachers  in  my  division,  whose  classes  I  hav<. 
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visited.     I  can  only  add  to  what  I  said  in  my  previous  reports,  that  they 
maintain  their  reputation. 

The  convent  at  Deschambault  has  been  enlarged  so  as  to  form  quite  a 
large  building. 

At  Champlain  a  new  building  has  been  erected  on  a  fine  site,  which  is 
a  credit  to  the  Ladies  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  the  cure  and  his  parishioners. 

In  conclusion  1  will  give  the  names  of  the  teachers  who  have  distin* 
guished  themselves  the  most  during  the  past  year. 

'  Model  schools  :  Mr.  Alfred  Dostaler,  St.  Stanislas ;  Mr.  Camille  Dostaler, 
Champlain ;  Miss  Delima  G-ermain,  Cap  Sante ;  Miss  Ernestine  Deschene 
and  Zenobie  Chapdelaine,  Batiscan  ;  Miss  Rose  Descormiers,  Ste.  Genevieve  ; 
Miss  A.  Beaulieu,  Portneuf;  Miss  G^orgiana  Beaupre,  St.  Prosper;  Miss 
Eugenie  St.  Cyr,  St.  Casimir. 

Primary  schools  :  Miss  Marie- Anne  Toussaint,  Cap-Sante ;  Misses 
Edwidge  Ouellette,  Josephine  Hamel  and  Antoinette  Lamotte,  St.  Casimir ; 
Mrs.  Philomene  Thibodeau,  Mrs.  Seraphine  Perrault,  Celina  Gariepy  and 
Philomene  St.  Amant,  St.  Alban ;  Miss  Marie-Louise  Lanouette,  Batiscan  ; 
Misses  Amanda  Brunelle,  Albaise  Labissonniere,  Champlain ;  Mrs.  Marie- 
Louise  Leblanc,  St.  Luc ;  Misses  Anna  Blais,  Adeline  Sauvageau,  Anna 
Nault  and  Victoria  Gosselin,  Deschambault;  Miss  Adeline  Pouliotte,  St. 
TJbalde;  Miss  Celina  Leclerc,  Cap  de  la  Magdeleine;  Misses  Ven6rance 
Tessier  and  Philomene  Tessier,  Ste.  Anne  de  la  P6rade ;  Miss  Clara  Brassard, 
Mont-Carmel ;  Misses  Arth6mis  Doucet,  Josephine  Laneuville  and  E16onore 
Bheault,  St.  Maurice ;  Mrs.  Exilda  St.  Arnault  and  Miss  L6da  Deveau,  St. 
Stanislas ;  Misses  Marie  Cloutier  and  Zoe  Lahaye,  Ste.  Genevieve  de  Batis- 
can; Miss  Clara  Lefebvre,  St.  Prosper;  Miss  Sophie  Trudel,  Ste.Thecle; 
Miss  C16oph6e  Trudel,  Grondines. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

DAVID  LEFEBVRE, 

School  Inspector. 
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ME.  LEVESQUE. 

{Translation,) 

EoxTON  Falls,  31st  August,  1888. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  Annual  report  on  the  state  of 
education  in  my  division  for  the  year  1882-88  as  well  as  the  Q-rand  Statis- 
tical Table  for  the  same  year. 

The  schools  were  attended  during  the  past  ten  months  by  6,*754  chil- 
dren, with  an  average  attendance  of  4,264  or  *74  per  cent.  Taking  off  190, 
a  number  represented  by  the  pupils  of  two  girls'  academies  which  appear 
for  the  first  time  in  the  columns  of  the  table,  there  is  an  increased  atten- 
dance of  234  over  last  year.  Comparing  the  average  attendance  of  this  year 
with  that  of  last  year  we  find  a  slight  decrease,  but  that  is  due  more  to  the 
inclement  weather,  which  kept  a  good  many  children  at  home,  than  to  the 
apathy  of  the  parents. 

The  want  of  education  is  more  than  ever  felt,  and  thosp  who  claim  that 
to  be  a  farmer  one  does  not  require  to  be  educated,  are  becoming  fewer  and 
fewer. 
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Namber  of  mnnidpalities 

«        diBtrictg , 

<  (        school  houses 

"  schools  in  operation  under  control 

"        pupils  writing 

'(  <<      learning  arithmetic 

"  "      learning  book-keeping 

tc  u      learning  French  grammar. . 

<*  ^<      learning  lett«r-writing 

"  "      learning  geography. 

<<  '<      learning  drawing 

^  <*      learning  agriculture 

ATervge  attendance 


18Y7-78. 


1862.83. 


Increase. 


27 
145 
136 
141 

2160 

1907 
88 

1289 
182 
478 
110 
352 

71% 


28 
151 
142 
151 

2951 

2901 
349 

1758 
465 
916 
820 
397 

14°/ 


6 
6 

10 
791 
894 
261 
469 
283 
438 
710 

45 
73% 


These  figures  show  a  very  satisfactory  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils 
learning  the  principal  branches,  except  agriculture.  This  is  learnt  more  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  curriculum  than  because  of  its  usefulness  being 
appreciated ;  many  farmers  will  not.  have  these  books  in  their  children's 
hands. 

The  establishments  of  superior  education,  which  are  now  five  in  num- 
ber— one  college  and  four  convents — always  give  satisfactory  results  and 
are  fully  appreciated  by  the  parents  who  send  their  children  there  in  large 
numbers. 

•  All  the  model  schools,  with  one  exception,  have  given  full  and  entire 
satisfaction.  They  have  been  better  attended  by  the  pupils  and  the  teachers 
have  displayed  considerable  talent  and  aptitude  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties.  • 

I  have  to  thank  the  cur6s  who  specially  superintend  the  management 
of  these  schools,  and  do  me  the  honor  of  accompanying  me  when  I  make 
my  inspection. 
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In  the  primary  schools  progress  is  less  satisfactory.  A  good  many 
teachers  work  hard  and  are  very  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
but  their  labor  is  not  always  beneficial  to  the  children  because  the  proper 
methods  are  not  always  followed.  Thus  a  teacher,  although  well  educated, 
will  not  fully  succeed  unless  she  has  practised  teaching  under  a  good  mas- 
ter and  unless  she  has  a  varied  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  be  able  to  mention  publicly  the  extensive  pro- 
gress made  throughout  the  county  of  Arthabaska.  The  parish  of  St.  Medaid 
de  Warwick  was  determined  not  to  be  left  behind,  and,  thanks  to  the 
unflagging  zeal  and  energy  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pottrier,  its  inhabitants  now 
have  one  of  the  best  school-houses  in  my  division,  where  an  excellent 
education  is  given  to  their  daughters  by  the  Rev.  ScBurs  de  VAssomption,  As 
in  all  the  other  religious  communities  of  my  division  those  of  the  pupils 
who  intend  to  devote  themselves  to  teaching  receive  special  attention  from 
the  nuns. 

Four  new  districts  have  been  formed  during  the  year,  two  in  the 
county  of  Arthabaska  and  two  in  the  county  of  Drummond. 

Three  neat  and  well-built  school-houses  have  been  erected.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  11th  Range  of  St.  Eugene  de  G-rantham  have,  from  want 
of  means,  been  unable  to  build  their  school-house.  This  is  a  new  and  poor 
parish,  and  the  inhabitants  make  great  sacrifices  to  keep  up  their  schools. 

The  condition  of  the.  school-houses  has  greatly  improved  since  two 
years;  several  municipalities  have  rebuilt  or  suitably  repaired  their  old 
school-houses,  and  I  hope  their  example  will  be  followed  by  those  which 
still  have  alterations  to  make  in  order  to  secure  the  comfort  of  the  children. 
I  may  mention  the  parish  of  St.  Paul  de  Chester,  which  does  not  hesitate  at 
any  sacrifice  and  which  has  this  year  built  five  school-houses,  whose 
dimensions  are  adequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  various  districts  in 

which  they  will  be  situated. 

^  ♦ 

Furniture  is  also  more  complete  and  in  better  taste ;  still  I  regret  tha 
greater  importance  is  not  yet  attached  to  this,  for  there  Ib  nothing  bette: 
calculated  to  induce  a  teacher  to  regulate  the  work  so  as  to  be  productive  c 
the  most  benefit  to  the  pupil. 
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As  a  rule  the  Commissiouers  are  anxious  to  see  their  schools  progress 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  there  is  one  thing  to  which  they  do  not  pay  suf- 
ficient attention  and  which  affects  the  success  of  their  schools,  and  that  is 
the  low  salaries  paid  to  teachers.  From  $60  to  $80  is  the  amount  generally 
given.  It  must  be  admitted  that  this  is  not  enough ;  if  we  wish  to  have 
well  qualified  teachers  we  must  pay  them  liberally. 

The  finances  throughout  my  division  are  in  a  flourishing  state.  I  may 
say  to  the  praise  of  all  concerned  that  the  teachers  are  regularly  paid  accor- 
ding to  the  terms  of  their  agreement. 

I  have  received  no  complaints  against  the  secretaries. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

L.  N.  LEVESQUE, 

School  Inspector. 


ME.  LIPPENS. 
(Translation) 


Varennes,  15th  August,  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1882-83.  My  division  consists  of  the  counties  of  Richelieu,  Vercheres  and 
Chambly  and  comprises  33  school  municipalities. 

The  Secretary-treasurers'  accounts  are,  as  a  rule,  well  kept  and  the 
teachers  are  paid  regularly  everywhere. 

The  total  number  of  school-houses  is  125.  Those  in  the  more  impor- 
tant localities  such  as  Sorel,  Longueuil,  Varennes,  Vercheres,  Chambly,  St. 
Ours,  &c.,  possess  all  the  requirements  as  to  salubrity  and  comfort.  The 
Girls'  Schools,  kept  by  nuns,  deserve  special  mention  in  this  connection ; 
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the  architecture  is  elegant  and  substantial,  the  ventilation  and  heating  are 
good  and  the  school  furniture  irreproachable. 

I  cannot  say  the  same  of  the  school-houses  in  the  country  places,  which 
are  generally  cold,  low  and  of  mean  appearance.  I  found  some  which  were 
too  small  for  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  locality.  These  I  pointed  out  in 
my  bulletins  and  notified  the  authorities. 

Generally  8i>eaking  the  teacher  has  to  see  to  the  heating  of  the  school- 
house,  which  is  a  very  bad  system,  because  a  poor  teacher  has  to  buy  infe- 
rior fuel  on  credit  and  on  onerous  conditions.  In  order  to  economize  she 
keeps  everything  tightly  closed,  and  does  not  allow  fresh  air  to  enter  in  the 
middle  and  at  the  end  of  the  school  hours,  as  should  be  done.  The  School 
Commissioners  could  easily  buy  the  wood  and  coal  and  have  it  brought  to 
the  school-house  in  summer.  But  from  a  mistaken  idea  of  economy  the 
children's  health  is  sacrificed. 

School  furniture  is  defective  in  many  schools.  But  too  frequently  we 
find  benches  without  backs  and  not  at  all  proportioned  to  the  height  of  the 
children.  They  are  real  instruments  of  torture  for  the  pupils,  who  bend 
over  or  stoop,  balance  themselves  and  fidget  constantly.  Their  stomach, 
heart,  lungs  and  spine  all  suffer  from  this  state  of  things,  which  lasts  five 
hours  a  day  and  extends  over  several  years.  Very  few  constitutions  can 
stand  it  and  it  is  playing  with  the  lives  of  the  children  to  make  them  pass 
their  time  in  a  class-room  full  of  vitiated  air  and  supplied  with  badly  made 
famiture. 

I  had  opportuities  of  bringing  this  question  prominently  forward,  and 
fortunately  1  was  successful.  Nearly  everywhere  efforts  were  made  to 
make  the  improvements  I  asked.  By  providing  good  furniture  for  schools 
a  saving  is  effected,  because  when  the  children  are  comfortably  seated  and 
breathe  pure  air  they  are  quiet  and  studious,  are  more  easily  taught  and 
learn  better,  while,  on  the  contrary,  badly  made  furniture  is  an  obstacle  to 
the  keeping  of  order  and  progress  of  the  pupils.  They  become  impatient 
and  tired  and  keep  constantly  moving  and  making  a  noise.  The  teacher 
loses  his  time  and  uselessly  endeavors  to  keep  them  quiet  and  attentive. 
It  is  diflBicult  to  make  school  furniture  which  requires  special  study  and 
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knowledge  which  is  nearly  always  deficient  in  the  workmen  who  are 
entrusted  with  the  work  by  the  School  Commissioners,  who  are  not  more 
conversant  themselves  with  the  subject.  They  do  not  know  how  to  take 
the  measure  for  a  bench,  how  to  determine  the  height  of  the  back,  the 
height  and  width  of  the  seat,  what  shape  to  give  the  desks  and  how  to 
bring  it  closer  to  the  bench.  They  have  no  scale  for  children  of  different 
sizes,  and  as  they  work  in  the  dark  they  generally  fail. 

An  official  circular  which  would  give  detailed  explanations  on  this 
question  would  contribute  to  obviate  this  serious  inconvenience,  but  it 
would  be  necessary  to  give  precise  indications,  figures  and  measurements, 
and  above  all,  engravings.  The  workman  would  then  have  a  plan  to  guide 
him  and  would  do  his  work  well.  These  are  some  of  the  esssential  requis- 
ites which  some  seem  to  ignore.  The  forms  must  have  backs  and  the 
greatest  number  of  seats  for  each  shoxild  be  four.  The  desks  '^*hould  be 
inclined  and  plain  ;  there  should  be  no  flat  desks  or  double  desks  with  a 
form  on  each  side.  All  the  children's  faces  should  be  turned  towards  the 
teacher.  There  should  be  desks  and  forms  of  various  heights,  so  that  all 
the  children,  great  and  small,  may  have  seats  proportioned  to  their  stature. 
The  children's  feet  should  rest  easily  upon  the  floor,  and  that  gives  the 
height  of  the  form.  Three-fifths  of  the  length  of  the  thigh  bone  gives  the 
width  of  the  form.  The  back  should  come  a  little  above  the  small  of  the 
back  but  the  shoulders  should  be  free.  When  the  pupil  is  seated  his  knees 
should  fit  easily  under  the  table ;  there  should  be  no  space  between  the 
form  and  the  table  so  as  to  compel  the  pupil  to  stoop  when  writing.  It  is 
to  prevent  this  that  revolving  seats,  bending  seats  and  desks  whose  tops 
push  back  have  been  invented. 

In  the  boarding-schools  the  desks  and  seats  are  single,  which  is  the 
best  system.  Forms  with  backs  with  four  seats  are  the  most  economical, 
and  would  do  very  well  for  our  smaller  schools ;  the  pupils  draw  them 
close  to  the  desks  when  they  sit  down  and  push  them  back  when  they 
rise.  In  this  case  the  seats  must  not  be  joined  to  the  desks,  and  nothing 
must  be  attached  to  the  floor. 

This  sketch  is  very  incomplete,  but  it  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that  a 
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workman  who  is  ignotant  of  these  details  and  who  makes  desks  and  fona& 
at  hap-hazard  is  unable  to  do  good  work. 

In  my  division  there  are  39  male  religious  teachers  and  75  num. 

There  are  14  lay  male  teachers  and  97  lay  female  teachers  who  perform 
their  duties  with  considerable  zeal,  and  I  have  no  serious  complaint  tJ> 
make  against  any  of  them. 

Still  a  great  many  schools  are  not  what  they  should  be.  In  saying  this 
I  do  not  wish  to  blame  any  one,  for  I  know  only  too  well  that  it  is  dne 
more  to  circumstances  than  to  the  teachers.  In  order  to  make  a  thorouglily 
good  teacher  one  must  go  through  a  preparatory  course  of  study  and  pass 
some  years  under  an  experienced  teacher,  one  must  read  the  journals  which 
treat  of  the  art  of  teaching,  and  associate  with  others  so  as  to  benefit  by 
their  example  and  advice.  Hardly  any  of  the  lay  female  teachers  have  this 
advantage.  I  do  not  know  a  single  one  who  has  gone  through  the  Normal 
School.  Most  of  the  schools  have  only  one  teacher.  Books,  especially  those 
which  treat  of  the  art  of  teaching,  are  completely  wanting.  Hardly  a  dozen 
teachers  read  the  journalB  of  education,  and  teachers'  conferences  have  yet 
to  be  established.  Such  is  the  situation  in  my  division  and  probably  in  & 
good  many  others. 

-  The  chief  defect  in  a  great  many  of  the  schools  is  that  the  teacher  is  oni; 
an  auxiliary,  and  the  book  plays  the  leading  part.  All  the  weak  points  ii 
the  system  followed  in  our  schools  are  the  direct  or  indirect  result  of  th* 
defect.  When  the  teacher  does  not  explain  and  lets  the  pupils  simply  lean 
by  rote  there  is  no  intellectual  labor  whatever.  The  child  repeats  word  fo 
word,  mechanically,  without  understanding  what  he  says.  His  memory  i 
fnll  of  words  while  his  intellect  is  a  void,  and  with  this  system  readini 
aloud  becomes  a  monotonous  sing-song  chant  and  ceases  to  be  a  means  o: 
teaching  grammar,  language  and  style.  History  becomes  a  dry  and  uupio 
ductive  nomenclature,  and  so  does  geography;  grammar  reduces  itself t' 
learning  rules  by  heart  and  remaining  ignorant  of  their  application ;  arid 
metic  a  series  of  manipulations  and  changes  of  figures  which  the  pnp^ 
executes  anyhow  but  does  not  learn  to  apply  to  the  .ordinary  ust^es  oi\i^' 

We  often  find  pupils  who  have  been  all  throi^h  the  grammar  and  w! 
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cannot  point  out  the  nouns  or  verbs  contained  in  a  very  simple  sentence  in 
their  reader ;  who,  in  arithmetic,  have  got  to  "  interest,"  but  who  cannot 
make  out  a  small  grocer's  account. 

Instead  of  hundreds  of  examples  and  exercises  of  application  and  inven- 
tion we  have  definitions  and  rules  which  the  child  recites  without  under- 
standing them,  words  of  whose  meaning  he  is  ignorant,  and  which  a  pre- 
tence  is  made  of  explaining  by  means  of  other  words  which  he  does  not 
understand  a  whit  more. 

• 

When  the  book  is  the  sole  guide  teaching  ceases  to  be  simultaneous 
and  the  classes  become  too  numerous.  The  teacher  divides  his  time  and 
his  forces  and  neglects  the  little  ones.  I  once  asked  a  little  child  what  he 
was  doing  at  school,  and  his  answer  was :  **  I  am  waiting  for  father  to  come 
•for  me."  The  application  is  easy  to  see ;  and  such  is  the  education  in  the 
lower  classes  in  some  of  our  small  schools. 

A  really  competent  teacher  is  never  a  slave  of  his  book ;  he  has  confi- 
dence in  himself  and  in  the   intellect  of  the  children.     He  shows  and 

i 

explains  and  gets  the  pupils  to  speak  out. 

The  object  of  primary  education  is  to  develop  the  faculties.  It  makes 
very  little  difference  if  a  child  has  learnt  up  to  such  or  such  a  page ;  the 
great  question  is  to  know  what  his  mind,  his  intellect,  his  will,  have  gained 
from  the  teaching  he  has  received. 

When  a  child  is  young  he  is  fed  and  is  surrounded  with  every  care  to 
give  him  that  physical  strength  which  will  enable  him  later  on  to  earn  his 
living"  or  give  him  the  education  he  requires  to  have,  that  moral  and 
intellectual  strength  which  will  enable  him  later  on  to  conquer  the  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  of  life. 

Superior  education  supposes  strength  acquired,  preparatory  studies, 
general  knowledge  concentrated  on  a  particular  object.  This  is  why  rules^ 
abstracts,  generalities,  may  be  the  starting  point  for  such  education.  But 
it  is  different  with  primary  education,  for  a  child  has  to  be  educated  up  to 
generalities  and  abstract  ideas  instead  of  using  them  as  starting  points  and 
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develop  his  faculties  by  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  instead  of  acqninng 
science  simply  by  using  his  memory. 


^^  With  children  the  order  to  be  followed  must  be  in  accord  with  the 

generation  of  ideas.  We  must  proceed  from  the  particular  to  the  general, 
from  examples  to  rules,  from  simple  to  compound,  from  the  concrete  to  the 
abstract  whenever  we  take  a  step  in  advance  in  science. 

•  These  are  but  a  few  very  simple  and  evident  truths,  but  nevertheless 
they  are  ignored  by  a  great  many  persons  who  are  engaged  in  teaching. 
There  are  consequently  reforms  to  be  effected.  Teaching  should  be 
more  intuitive,  more  varied  *and  practical  and  more  within  the  reach  of 
young  minds.  There  should  be  more  intellectual  work  and  mental  gym* 
nasties  and  less  exercise  of  memory,  more  explanations  and  less  books,  more 
initiative  and  less  routine. 

All  this  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  teachers  in  my  divi- 
sion, who  have  understood  that  my  intention  was  to  render  them  a  service 
and  to  further  their  interests  and  those  of  the  children.  But  it  will  take 
me  some  years  to  attain  my  object,  for  haste  would  spoil  all. 

Education  is  liked  throughout  my  division ;  in  all  cases  of  society  the 
parents  attach  great  importance  to  it.     I  cannot  sufficiently  praise  the  cures 

w 

and  the  local  school  authorities  for  their  zeal  and  devotedness  in  the  great 
cause  of  education,  nor  thank  them  enough  for  their  kindness  to  me 
personally. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

B.  UPPENS. 
School  Insaoector, 
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MR.  LUCIER. 
{Translation,) 

Mabia,  21st  July,  1888. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  with  this  report  the  grand  statistical 
table  of  my  division  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1883. 

As  usual  I  inspected  twice  during  the  year  all  the  schools  under  my 
control,  and  on  nearly  every  occasion  I  was  accompanied  by  the  cur6  of  the 
parish  and  some  of  the  school  commissioners.  In  most  municipalities  these 
gentlemen  perform  their  duties  faithfully,  and  the  schools  are  well  kept. 
Of  course  there  are,  and  will  be  for  a  long  time,  some  weak  points  ;  in  some 
schools  there  is  too  much  learning  by  rote,  but  this  defective  system  is 
yearly  disappearing ;  good  methods  are  becoming  more  general,  and  pro- 
gress is  more  perceptible  than  in  the  past. 

Four  schools  have  been  established  during  the  past  year :  one  a)t  St. 
Bonaventure,  one  at  St.  Godefroi,  one  at  New  Richmond,  and  one  at  St. 
John  the  Evangelist,  bringing  up  the  number  of  schools  to  61  against  4*7 
last  year.  These  51  schools  were  attended  by  2,228  pupils,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  1,623,  or  73  per  cent.  Of  this  number  ^794  are  in  spelling ; 
1,434  read  well  or  fairly  well ;  1,572  write ;  1,517  learn  arithmetic  and 
mental  a? ithmetic;  264  book-keeping ;  45 mathematics ;  75 2 grammar;  708 
parsing ;  613  geography  ;  887  history  ;  562  agriculture,  and  769  drawing. 

These  figures  compared  with  those  of  last  year  show  a  slight  increase 
in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school,  and  in  that  of  the  pupils  learning 
the  most  important  branches  of  the  official  curriculum.  This  increase  is  a 
proof  that  there  is  progress,  if  not  very  rapid,  at  least  constant  and  regular. 

Four  houses  have  been  built  and  several  have  been  considerably 
repaired.  A  good  many  localities  now  h&ve  suitable  houses,  but  much 
remains  still  to  be  done  before  each  district  has  a  comfortable  house.  The 
number  of  cold,  small,  low,  and  unhealthy  houses  is  still  far  too  great. 
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The  commissioners,  as  a  rule,  are  willing,  but,  in  many  cases,  want  of 
means  and  the  poverty  of  the  ratepayers  do  not  allow  them  to  do  more 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  school  buildings. 

School  necessaries  are  more  complete  ;  all  the  schools  are  now  provided 
with  maps,  and  printed  models  for  writing  are  to  be  found  almost  every- 
where. 

As  I  have  already  said  in  my  previous  reports,  most  of  the  municipali- 
ties, especially  Carleton,  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  Migusha,  Mann,  Maria, 
St.  Bonaventure,  Paspebiac,  and  St.  Alexis,  buy  their  own  school  necessaries 
out  of  the  common  fund,  and  distribute  them  gratuitously  amongst  the 
pupils. 

In  the  other  municipalities  they  keep  books  on  hand  and  sell  them  to 
those  who  wish  to  buy.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  the  advantages  of 
the  first  system ;  they  are  admitted  by  all  who  take  an  interest  in  education. 

The  obstacles  to  progress  are  still  the  same :  1.  Irregular  attendance  at 
school,  and  the  bad  habit  the  parents  have  of  removing  the  children  from 
school  too  soon ;  2.  The  too  frequent  change  of  teachers  in  some  munici- 
palities ;  3.  The  want  of  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching  in  a  certain 
number  of  young  teachers. 

I  am  happy  to  see  that  several  municipalities  have  generously  paid  to 
the  superannuation  and  pension  fund  the  amount  required  by  law  without 
deducting  it  from  the  teachers'  salaries. 

The  accounts,  in  general,  are  well  kept  by  the  secretary-treasurers ;  the 
arrears  of  assessments  have  been  considerably  reduced  in  several  munici- 
palities, and  the  teachers  are  regularly  paid. 

The  teachers  who  appear  to  me  to  have  been  the  most  successful  are : 

Model  schools — Mr.  Fidele  Grauthier  and  Miss  G.  Lapointe ;  Primar] 
schools — Messrs.  J.  E.  Levesque  and  Fabien  Gauthier ;  the  Sieurs  des  P^^ 
Ecoles  at  St.  Godefroi  and  Port  Jbaniel — the  Misses  M.  Anne  Audet,  Eugfenit 
Poirier,  Malvina  Cyr,  Tharsille  Boudreau,  Marie  Berthelot,  and  Philomen 
Bernard. 
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Such  are  the  few  observations  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  add  to 
the  information  contained  in  the  inspection  bulletins  which  I  have  already 
sent  you. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  LUCIER, 

School  Inspector. 


M.  LYSTEE. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  brief  report  upon  the  condition  of  educa- 
tion in  my  district  of  inspection  for  the  year  1882-88. 

On  comparing  the  table  of  statistics  with  that  for  the  previous  year,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  pupils  has  somewhat  increased ;  and  cer- 
tain subjects,  such  as  writing  from  dictation,  history,  drawing,  and  vocal 
music  are  more  generally  taught  than  heretofore. 

Owing,  no  doubt,  to  perpetual  insistance  on  the  necessity  of  teaching 
the  two  laslrnamed  subjects,  there  is  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  number 
of  learners. 

I  fear,  however,  that  not  much  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  either ; 

art,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  is  in  a  very  elementary  condition  on  the 

coast.     However,  even  the  most  rudimentary  acquaintance  with  drawing 
and  music  cannot  fail  to  prove  advantageous,  as  the  cultivation  of  a  taste 

for  either  conduces  to  the  refinement  of  both  teacher  and  pupil. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  new  school-houses  in  Perc6,  Restigouche,  Mann, 
and  New  Richmond,  have  been  completed;  the  last-named  is  the  best 
school-house  in  my  district,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  municipality. 

I  have,  sir,  during  the  year,  put  you  in  possession  of  all  necessary 
details  relating  to  every  school  visited  :  therefore  I  need  not  repeat  what 
ihe  bulletins  have  already  shewn. 
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No  very  great  change  can  be  expected.  On  the  whole,  the  schools  are 
answering  their  purpose :  ignorance  is  being  gradually  removed ;  and  in  a 
few  years,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  there  will  be  hardly  an  adult  on  the  coast  in- 
capable of  reading  a  newspaper  or  book  intelligently,  writing  a  good  letter, 
and  making  out  a  fair  account. 

This  may  seem  to  be  a  low  standard :  but  it  is,  at  all  events,  practical. 

If  people  were  able  to  leave  their  children  a  few  years  longer  at  schooK 
more  satisfactory  results  would  be  obtained. 

In  all  the  schools  under  my  care,  religious  instruction,  in  the  shape  of 
scripture-reading,  catechism,  hyinns,  &c.,  is  given  weekly.  This  instruction 
is  supplemented  by  the  Sunday-schools  in  nearly  every  municipality;  so 
that  children  are  not  i^  be  found  growing  up  ignorant  of  religion. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report  an  increasing  diflB.culty  in  securing 
teachers.  Whether  it  be  from  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  difficulty  of  pass- 
ing the  examination  of  the  Protestant  Boards,  or  from  a  demand  for  the  se^ 
vices  of  young  women  in  other  employments,  it  is  certain  that  the  supply 
of  candidates  for  the  diploma  is  very  small,  and  not  at  all  equal  to  the 
demand.  • 

No  fewer  than  six  teachers  without  diplomas  have  been  employed  du^ 
ing  the  year  in  the  county  of  Grasp6.  Most  of  these  professed  an  intention 
to  present  themselves  for  examination  at  the  end  of  six  months,  and  a  few 
have  done  so.  But  not  one  of  these  unqualified  teachers  would  have  been 
employed  if  teachers  holding  diplomas  could  have  been  obtained. 

It  is  a  misfortune  that  there  is  no  training-school  on  the  coast ;  and  the 
small  number  of  Protestant  candidates  for  diplomas  would  hardly  justify 
the  establishment  of  a  training-school. 

But,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  sir,  that  this  difficulty  might  be  in  some 
degree  removed  by  Government  making  a  sufficiently  liberal  grant  yearly, 
to  a  certain  number  of  candidates,  say  two  or  three  from  each  county,  ta 
enable  them  to  enter  McG-ill  normal  school,  and  there  spend  a  year ;  the 
course  to  be  completed  by  passing  the  examination  for  the  elementary  dip* 
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lomas.  There  is  little  doubt  that  a  sufficient  number  of  respectable  girls 
would,  if  thus  assisted,  proceed  yearly  to  Montreal,  and  having  learned  how 
to  teadi,  would  return  to  this  district  with  great  advantage  to  the  schools. 

• 

There  is  another  subject,  sir,  in  this  connection,  on  which  I  beg  leave 
to  make  a  remark ;  it  is  the  pension  fund. 

In  this,  hardly  anyone  in  my  district,  with  the  exception  of  the  three 
male  teachers,  appears  to  feel  the  least  interest. 

The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek. 

The  female  teachers,  mostly  young,  and  it  would  seem  attractive,  have 
no  intention,  if  they  can  avoid  it,  to  continue  teaching  for  the  period 
required  to  qualify  them  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  pension. 

Indeed,  to  judge  from  the  past,  we  can  hardly  expect  to  find  one  of 
those  now  employed,  in  charge  of  a  school  at  the  close  of  a  few  years. 

•  r 

« 

I  note  with  much  satisfaction  the  publication  of  a  list  of  authorized 
text-books.  I  have  endeavoured  to  impress  all  school  commissioners  and 
trustees  with  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  its  adoption.  I  have  also 
aided  in  making  a  selection  from  the  list. 

Gage's  Eeaders  have  the  advantage  not  only  of  excellent  finish  and 
illustrations,  as  well  as  of  interesting  and  instructive  matter,  but  this  also, 
which  for  beginners  is  invaluable,  viz.,  that  instead  of  the  difficult  words 
with  their  meanings  being  packed  away  at  the  end  of  the  book  where  they 
may  be,  and  usually  are  shirked  by  the  pupil,  these  words  are  placed  pro- 
minently at  the  beginning  of  each  lesson,  and  cannot  be  evaded  or  avoided. 
These  books  give  besides  much  assistance  in  parsing  and  analysis,  plain 
directions  for  efiective  recitation,  and  a  large  amount  of  general  information. 

An  English  grammar  for  beginners,  written  in  short  words  and  in 
plain  English  is  still  a  desideratum,  and  I  hope  such  a  book  may  be  either 
found  or  compiled  during  the  current  year. 
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I  also  notice  with  pleasure  the  issue  of  a  course  of  study  for  elementary 
schools.  This  mubt  prove  invaluable  to  teachers.  I  shall  insist  on  its 
adoption  as  far  as  practicable  in  every  school. 

I  have  the' honor  to  be,  etc., 

WILLIAM  GORE  LYSTER, 

School  Inspector. 

Cape  Cove,  Gasp^,  18th  August,  1883. 


MR.  MAGRATH. 

Aylmer,  p.  Q.,  13th  August,  1883 
Sir, 

I  have  the  iionor  to  transmit  mj  Statistical  Report  of  the  Schools  under 
my  inspection.  The  totals  show  a  slight  falling  oflF  since  last  year,  but  the 
fact  may  be  accounted  for  by  two  or  three  of  my  schools  being  closed. 

A  very  noticeable  difference  will  be  observed  in  the  column  setting 
forth  the  average  attendance.  It  may  be  that  I  have  marked  those  returns 
rigidly  low. 

Whilst  the  system  I  have  heretofore  adopted  has  been  correct  at  the 
time  it  was  taken,  still  it  would  not  hold  good  in  many  instances  through- 
out the  entirety  of  the  year.  Irregular  attendance  is,  however,  one  of  the 
sad  evils  of  which  I  have  to  complain,  and  (as  I  have  expressed  in  addresses 
that  I  have  delivered  in  some  localities)  one  cannot  too  deeply  deplore  the 
painful  fact  that  parents  keep  their  children  at  home  even  after  the  hurry 
of  spring  and  harvest  work,  and  give  therefor  the  most  trivial  excuses. 

My  murmuring  in  the  past  about  some  of  the  wretched  hovels  called 
in  grave  irony  "  school-houses,"  must  be  repeated.  The  majority  of  the 
schools  of  this  District  will  compare  unfavorably  with  those  of  the  counties 
of  Carleton  and  Russell,  in  the  adjoining  Province.     A  few,  however,  mak® 
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a  creditable  appearance  when  compared  with  them.  It  would  be,  however, 
xinjnst  to  expect  to  find  among  the  rugged  hills  of  this  District  schools 
equal  to  the  finer  agricultural  counties  just  named ;  but  it  could  be  hoi)ed 
that  the  same  earnestness  with  resi>ect  to  the  education  of  their  children 
would  be  shewn  on  the  north  as  well  as  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ottawa. 
Such,  however,  is  unhappily  not  the  case. 

Common  school  education  in  Ontario  has  become  an  "Institution" 
encouraged  by  every  man,  rich  or  poor.  The  few  wealthy  persons  in  the 
Ottawa  District  take  relatively  very  little  interest  in  this  matter.  From 
their  selfish  point  of  view,  whilst  they  can  educate  their  own  children  at 
boarding-schools,  they  care  little  or  nothing  for  the  poor  man's  school. 

Well  directed  appeals,  in  addresses  to  the  people  at  public  examina- 
tions, advocating  the  establishment  and  support  of  good  schools,  will  prove 
most  beneficial.  The  people  want  to  be  aroused  to  greater  interest  in  com- 
mon school  education  and  to  be  shown  day  after  day  what  ought  now  to 
be  universally  admitted — that  the  education  of  the  masses  in  the  all  impor- 
tant  means  of  promoting  a  country's  prosperity. 

One  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  a  certain  township  where  the  schools  are 
in  a  low  state,  informed  me,  perhaps  contemptuously,  that  his  children 
w^ould  never  be  sent  to  the  Common  Schools,  but  to  boarding-schools.  The 
same  person  has  never  taken  the  least  interest  in  the  schools  of  that  section 
of  country.     Shrely  this  is  akin  to  absentee  landlordism  ! 

I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  better  plan  to  arouse  an  interest  among 
the  people  in  the  schools,  at  least  in  this  district,  than  the  holding  of  com- 
petitive examinations.  The  one  I  attended  in  Eardley  was  a  success  in 
every  way.  The  people  came  to  it  from  all  parts  of  the  township,  and  the 
Warden  of  the  County,  Hector  McLean,  Esq.,  who  is  Chairman  of  the 
School  Commissioners,  treated  the  children  most  generously,  and  took  a 
very  active  part  in  the  management.  The  Inspector  delivered  an  address, 
in  which  he  pointed  out  the  duty  of  the  people  to  support  schools  liberally. 

I  have  long  thought  that  our  Common  School  Fund  could  be  fairly 
increased  by  a  small  school  tax  on  the  lumber  limits  of  this  District.    The 


8  taxed  on  his  lands,  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  lumber- 
LO  derives  such  large  revenues  from  the  virgin  wealth  of  the  soil, 
her,  should  not  contribute  his  share  to  the  promotion  of  ednc&tioa. 

the  County  of  Pontiac  we  have  two  Dissentient  Schools,  in  the 
of  Ottawa  too  many.  As  there  is  no  restriction  placed  upon  rate- 
who  can  muster  up  a  small  lot  of  children  of  their  own  religioas 
'  withdraw  from  one  corporate  body  {the  majority)  to  form  a  weaker 
im  of  opinion,  where  neither  party  can  support  a  good  school,  no 
an  should  be  allowed. 

those  school  municipalities  where  the  people  are  poor,  it  is  some- 
iificult  to  provide  absolute  necessities,  snch  as  porches,  windows, 
id  school  furniture  without  a  special  tax  for  that  purpose ;  and  yet 
M^essaries  could  be  easily  supplied  from  the  proceeds  of  entertain- 
iven  by  pupils,  if  the  teachers  were  required  in  their  agreemeut  to 
least  two  in  each  year.  One  teacher  (to  my  knowledge)  realized 
wo  dollars  for  school  apparatus  in  this  way  during  the  past  year,  and 
ied  the  maps. 

5  "  Course  of  Study  for  Elementary  Schools,"  by  Kev.  E.  I.  Seiford, 
f  efficient  Secretary  of  the  Department,  supplies  a  want  long  felt,  and 
instrumental  in  preventing  parents  (who  are  often  poor  jnd^) 
ctating  to  teachers  the  course  of  studies  ;  in  plain  words,  even  the 
loks  to  be  placed  in  their  children's  hands.  Instances  have  come 
ae  of  children  being  sent  to  school  with  the  5th  Book  of  Readers 
he  3rd  would  be  more  suitable. 

effort  should  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  Grovemment  to  assist  in 
blishment  of  libraries  throughout  the  several  municipalities  of  this 
,  which  has  contributed  in  the  past  more  towards  the  public  ■ 
ler  than  any  other  in  the  Province.  The  Parliamentary  library  at 
is  a  boon  only  to  those  living  in  and  around  the  city  and  to  mem- 
Parliament,  while  the  rural  population,  who  have  largely  contri- 
Dwards  its  existence,  are  shut  out  from  the  privileges  of  its  use. 

he  few  schools  in  the  District  receiving  aid  from  the  Superior  Edu- 
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cational  Fund  do  not  make  that  progress  which  others  do  in  more  thickly 
populated  centres  we  must  patiently  wait  for  better  results. 

That  our  schools  known  by  the  names  of  "Academy  "  and  "  Model " 
should  become  the  feeders  of  the  universities  is  doubtless  one  great  object 
kept  in  view  by  those  charged  with  the  support  of  the  universities.  A  very 
wealthy  gentleman  of  this  District  contributed  fifty  thousand  dollars 
towards  the  support  of  a  university  (not  situated,  however,  in  this  Pro- 
vince,) where  the  youth  of  the  wealthier  class  will  derive  the  benefit  of  his 
liberality.  We  must  all  wish  that  a  few  others  of  large  means  would  aid 
libraries  as  well  as  the  Common  School,  the  only  alma  mater  of  the  poor. 
It  is  only  a  few  years  since  the  very  heart  of  Christendom  was  thrilled 
with  agony  as  it  read  the  wail  of  one  of  England's  poets,  "  The  Cry  of  the 
Children." 

Every  right  thinking  person  must  recognize  that  it  is  the  birthright  of 
every  poor  man's  child  to  secure  an  elementary  training. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  present  year's  statistics  shew 
a  large  increase  in  arithmetic  and  other  subjects. 

To  single  out  the  schools  which  have  made  somewhat  better  progress 
than  others  in  this  District  might  create  a  little  jealousy,  but  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  here  that  the  school  municipality  of  Clarendon,  the 
largest  in  this  District,  is  in  school  matters  the  most  public  spirited. 

The  Chairman,  Commissioners  and  excellent  Secretary  discharge  their 
respective  duties  most  faithfully. 

As  my  bulletin  and  correspondence  will  show,  I  have  made  one  visit 
throughout  the  entirety  of  my  District,  covering  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
six  miles  of  travel ;  also,  a  partial  visit,  including  trips  to  certain  lotalities 
to  assist  in  the  promotion  of  new  school  districts,  making  in  all'  some 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty-four  miles  and  occupying  one  hundred  and 
twelve  days  on  the  road. 

The  trrfvelling  expenses  reduce  my  salary  a  little  over  two-fifths. 
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K  my  missionary  labors  in  the  cause  of  secular  education  hare  not  been 
productive  of  good,  then  it  has  not  been  from  any  lack  of  energy  or  self- 
sacrifice  on  my  own  part  for  many  years  past. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

BOLTON  MAaEATH, 

Inspector  of  Schools. 


MR.  McGregor. 

Huntingdon,  14th  August,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  inspection  this  my  second  annual 
repQrt  on  the  state  of  education  in  this  district. 

In  the  ''grand  statistical  table"  forwarded  to  the  Education  Department 
a  few  days  ago,  the  municipalities  are  classified  and  arranged  according  to 
the  instruction  contained  in  the  Superintendent's  circular  of  November, 
1882.  As  the  standing  of  the  schools  and  municipalities  can  only  be 
relatively  represented,  the  following  method  has  been  adopted  in  classifjing 
them.  Each  school  in  the  different  municipalities  has  been  considered 
separately  in  reference  to  the  six  points  specified  in  the  said  circular,  viz. : 

1st.  The  manner  in  which  school  commissioners  and  secretary-trea- 
surers discharge  their  duties. 

2nd.  The  condition  of  school-houses. 

Srd.  School  apparatus. 

4th.  The  use  of  authorized  text-books. 

6th.  The  eflSiciency  of  teachers. 

6th.  The  salaries  of  teachers  and  method  of  payment. 

and  characterised  accordingly,  as,  excellent,  good,  middling,  bad,  or  very 
bad,  as  the  case  might  be.    The  class  of  schools  thus  found  moat  numerous 
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in  any  municipality  characterized  that  municipality ;  and  its  standing  in 
that  class  is  indicated  by  some  figure  from  1  to  10,  thus : 

Classification  and  arrangement  of  schools. 


Counties. 


Hochelaga 

Hnntingdon 

Beanhamois 

Ch&teangQay  . . . . 


M 


Aigenteuil . 
Hnntingdon. 
Argentenil  . 


ti 


tt 


AiK^ntenil 


II 


Huntingdon , 


u 


tt 


u 


Aigentenil 


Mnnicipalities. 


Hochelaga C6te  St.-Antoine 


Montreal... 
Huntingdon 
Yalleyfield . 
Hawick  .... 
Onnstown .  • . 


Chatham  So.  1 . 

Franklin 

Grenrille  No.  2. 


Huntingdon  ....  Godmancbester  , 
. . .    St.*Anicet  (dis.) 


Huntingdon  (dis.). 
Lachute 


otoAndrew,  ...•...•••• 


Elgin 

Hinchinbrook 


St-Anicet  No.  I 


Havelock 


GrenyilleNo  1 


E.  5 
E.  4 
E.  4 
G.  6 
G.  6 
G.6 
G.  6 
G.6 
G.6 
G.6 
G.  5 
G.  5 
G.4 
G.  4 
G.4 
G.  4 
G.4 
G.3 
G.  3 


Counties. 


Argent^uil . 
Huntingdon. 


tt 


it 


Huntingdon 
Aigenteuil . 


tt 


Huntiogdon . 
Aigenteuil  . 
Huntingdon . 


u 


(( 


u 


Argentenil 


(( 


u 


Municipalities. 


Qrenville  No.  3 

Dundee 

Hemmingford ....... 

Havelock  (ais.) 

Dundee  (dis.) 

Ch&teauguaj  ....  8t.  Chrysos.  No.  2  (dis.) 


Hemmingford  (dis.)  . . 

Chatham  No.  2 

St.  Clyrs.  No.  1  (dis.). 
8tR6gis f 


Wentworth 

Hinchinbrook  (dfs.).. 
Godmancbester  (dis.). 
Ste.  Barbe 


St.  Anicet  No.  2 


Arundel 


Harrington  No.  1 
Gore 


Harrington  No.  2  . . . . 


no  bfi 
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o 


G.3 
G.3 
G.  a 
G.  3^ 
G.  3 
G.3 
G.  a 
G.  2. 
G.  2 
M.  9 
M.  9 
M.  9 
M.  5 
M.  6 
B.7 
B.  5 
B.6 
B.  5 
Bad. 


The  Protestant  commissioners  of  the  municipality  of  the  city  of  Mon- 
treal have  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  astonishing  progress  made  by  the  pupils 
during;  the  past  year  in  the  various  departments  of  their  well-appointed, 
well-conducted  schools.  Having  had  the  privilege  last  June  of  being  pre- 
sent at  the  closing  of  Dorchester  Street  School,  I  observed  a  large  number 
receiving  prizes  for  "  general  proficiency,"  which  signified,  on  the  part  of 


the  pupils  thus  fortunate,  the  attainment  of  Y5  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
of  marks  at  the  Spring  examinations.  Yet  it  was  not  the  Dorchester  Street 
School  that  took  the  Gostigan  prize  in  1882.  Probably  as  health  and  a 
robust  constitution  should  be  the  first  consideration,  the  requirements  of 
the  limit  table  were  a  little  too  much  both  for  teachers  and  pupils.  For 
teachers,  because  the  state  of  the  finance  necessitated  a  reduction  in  their 
number  in  some  of  the  schools ;  and  for  pupils,  because  of  their  tender 
age. 

We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  two  of  oar  teachers — F.  S. 
Haight,  M.A.,  Principal  of  the  Senior  School,  and  F.  0.  Haney,  Principal  of 
the  Dorchester  Street  School ;  both  gentlemen  have  passed  away  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  their  usefulness. 

Decided  progress  in  the  country  schools  is  not  so  apparent  as  it  is  ih 
those  of  the  city.  In  fact,  in  regard  to  arithmetic,  when  compared  with 
last  year,  they  seem  to  have  fallen  behind,  but  in  other  subjects  they  are 
doing  well.  Whether  this  be  in  consequence  of  our  competitive  examina- 
tions remains  to  be  seen.  It  may  be  that  those  subjects  requiring  the 
exercise  of  memory  more  than  that  of  the  understanding  or  judgment 
received  greater  attention  as  a  preparation  for  the  competition  ;  but  if  so. 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  rectiiy  that  error. 

■  Through  the  kindness  and  generosity  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Rezford,  Protes- 
tant Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  three  handsome  and 
valuable  prizes,  the  gifts  of  himself,  and  of  S.  E.  Dawson,  Esq.,  and  William 
Drysdale,  Esq.,  of  Montreal,  were  placed  at  our  disposal  to  be  givea  to  the 
best  teachers  and  scholars  in  the  country  parts  of  our  inspection  district. 
Mr.  Dawson's  prizes  were  assigned  to  be  competed  for  by  the  schools  in  the 
connty  of  Argenteuil ;  and  those  of  Mr.  Drysdale  and  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Rex- 
ford,  to  those  in  the  district  of  Beauhamoie. 

The  competition  in  Argenteuil  was  held  at  Lachute  on  the  16th  of  JoU' 
last,  when  the  pupils  of  St.  Andrew's  Village  School  won  the  Dawson  priz 
for  their  teacher — Miss  Blanche  Smith — with  46  per  cent,  of  the  marks 
and  George  Patterson  of  the  same  school  won  the  Dawson  prise  to  the  be 
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scholar  by  making  62J  per  cent.    The  other  comi)etitors,  who  made  over 
33 J  per  cent,  of  the  marks,  are  the  following  : 


Municipalities. 


St.  Andrews. .. 
Chatham  No.  1. 
St.  Andrews . . . 
Chatham  No.  I. 


u 


No.  1 


Lachute 


St.  Andrews... 
Orenrille  No.  1. 


o  ■** 


« 


No.l. 


St.  Andrews. .. 
Grenville  No.  1 


u 


No.  3. 


Teachers'  name. 


Miss  6.  Smith 


"    B.  Smith./, 
"    Cora  Smith 


(C 


u 


u 


<<    Susie  Doig 
«    B.  Smith . . 


"    F.  H.  Mobs 


It 


« 


«    B.  Smith, 


'*    A.  McEdward 


o 
Q 


A. 


«    Cora  Short A. 


A. 


A. 
E. 

A. 


Pupils'  name. 


Geo.  Paterson 
Annie  Noyer  . 
L.  McMartin  . 


Mary  Kaine  . . 
M.  Whelehan 


M.  Rodgers.... 
Eva  McMartin, 


E.    Al.  Whinfield. 


E. 


A. 


"    P.  H.  Moss E. 


E. 


Wm.  Walker 


Wm.  McMartin 
Ed.  Whinfield  . 
Hannah  Kelly. 


o 


62i 

eoi 

55} 

51| 

51 

43i 

43| 

41 

371 

37} 

37 

37 


The  competition  in  the  district  of  Beanharnois  for  the  Drysdale  and 
Rexford  prizes  was  more  numerously  attended  and  much  better  sustained, 
resulting  in  the  pupils  of  school  No.  1,  Huntingdon,  held  in  the  Hunting- 
don Academy,  gaining  the  Drysdale  prize  for  thei^  teacher — Miss  Mary 
Watson ;  and  G-eorgina  Watson  of  the  same  school  carried  off  Mr.  Rexford's 
prize.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  successful  competitors,  their  teachers' 
names,  the  schools  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  percentage  made  : 
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Municipalities. 


Huntingdon . . . 

Ormstown 

Huntingdon   . . 

u 


Ormstown. 


II 


Godmanchester. 
Hinchinbrook  . 


Onnstown. 


5 

o 

S 

00 

Q 


1 
5 
1 


u 


(Godmanchester. 
Hinchinbrook  . 


Ormstown. 


5 
4 


Teachers'  names. 


MissMaiy  Watson.. 
"  Mag.  Campbell, 
^    Mary  Watson. 


u 


tt 


II 


^    Mag.  Campbell. 
"    A.  Outterson... 


<<    M.  T.  Lindsay 
u    Mc  William... 


Mr.  Anderson, 


Miss  M.  Campbell 
"    Outterson  .. 


u 


Huntingdon . . . 
Godmanchester. 


Ormstown, 


Hinchinbrook  . 


Dundee 


Ormstown. 


Dundee. 


Franklin, 


1 
10 


6 


9 


6 


u    Mc  William 


Miss  T.  Boss 


«    M.  Campbell. 
"    M.  Watson  . 


<<    M.  E.  Johnson. 


«    T.  Boss. 


"    8.  0.  Coulter. 
«    Annie  Grant. 


8t.  Anicet 4 


«    T.  Mcintosh 
«    Annie  Grant. 


"    T.  McLean 
«    Marg.  Finn. 


I 

Q 


E. 


tt 


tt 


Mrs.  Booth " 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


it 


u 


Pupils'  name. 


l. 

&4 


Georgina  Watson. 


76.7 


AnnieMcGUl 64.4 


Carrie  Dalglish. , 
Robina  Graham. 


Mary  McCovie... 
Lizzie  Mcintosh. 


62.7 
62.4 

60.6 
SO.O 


Lena  Craig 46.8 

Thomas  Harkness 46.6 


Lo  isa  Foster, 


41.5 


Sarah  McGill 33.9 


Janet  Bice. 


38.4 


"    Edward  Lucas 37.9 


M. 

E. 

tt 

tt 

M. 

E. 

tt 

tt 
tt 


Susan  Niven. 


Emma  Todd, 


John  Campbell 

Jennie  Cunningham 
Annie  Massam 


Mary  Spindlo.,.. 
Nancy  Buddick.. 

Mary  Moody 

Andrew  Hueston 


Annie  Moody. 
Frank  Blair.. 


Minnie  McGarvey, 


36.4 

36.1 

36.1 

35.3 

34.9 

34. T 

34.5 

34.5 

33.6 

33.6 

33.S 

33.4 


The  rest  making  less  than  33 j^  per  cent,  received  no  prizes. 

A  si)ecial  prize  was  awarded  to  Nettie  0*Neil,  Elgin  No.  8,  for  beL  g 
the  best  reader. 

The  subjects  in  which  the  pupils  were  examined  were  reading,  writii  f, 
arithmetic,  dictation,  grammar,  geography,  British,  Canadian,  and  sacn  d 
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history,  book-keeping,  and  drawing,  including  map-making.    In  conducting '• 
these  examinations  the  teachers  themselves,  the  resident  clergymen  and 
*  others  aid  us  greatly. 

• 
Teadters.— There  are  399  teachers— ^79  male  and  320  female.  Of  the 
male  teachers,  29  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  chiefly  in  connection  with  the 
Independent  Schools,  and  one  in  Harrington  No.  1,  have  no  diploma  of 
qualification.  Of  the  female  teachers,  68  in  the  city  connected  with  Inde- 
pendent Schools,  and  8  in  the  country  have  no  diplomas.  In  regard  to  the 
29  male  and  68  female  teachers  in  connection  with  the  Independent  Schools 
of  Montreal,  I  should  have  said  that  diplomas  are  not  required  of  them  as 
they  are  required  of  the  teachers  of  the  schools  under  control  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction.  Many  of  the  male  teachers  have  their  Univer- 
sity degrees.  The  commissioners  give  as  a  reason  for  engaging  such,  the 
difficulty  of  getting  qualified  teachers.  Truly,  this  difficulty  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  when  we  consider  the  small  encouragement  they  get  to 
qualify  themselves  properly  for  being  teachers.  The  average  salary  for  a 
country  female  teacher  during  the  twelve  calendar  months  is  $138.58,  or 
11.544  per  month.  The  annual  average  salary  for  a  female  teacher  in  the 
city  is  $326.41,  or  2t.20f^  per  month.  In  the  interests  of  education  all 
second-class  diplomas  should  be  revoked  and  a  regular  course  of  training 
in  the  Normal  School  be  enforced.  Then  our  high-toned  teachers  would 
command  high-toned  salaries,  and  a  high-toned  education  would  doubtless 
be  the  result. 

Pupils, — ^There  are  4,731  pupils  from  7  to  14  years  of  age  in  the  country 
parts  of  my  inspection  district,  and  there  are  4,956  pupils  of  all  ages  attend- 
ing school  from  the  same  territory.  In  some  municipalities  all  the  children 
from  7  to  14  years  of  age  do  not  attend  school,  but  in  others  they  attend 
before  ^  and  continue  after  they  are  14  years  of  age.  The  attendance  in  the 
Public  Schools  of  Montreal  is  6,191,  and  in  the  Independent  Schools,  1,046, 
making  the  Montreal  attendance  6,237.  The  whole  number  attending 
school  in  this  district  is  11,193,  an  increase  of  99  over  that  of  last  year. 

Commissioners, — ^The  commissioners  and  trustees  generally  are  keenly 
alive  to  the  interests  and  comfort  of  the  young,  yet  the  condition  of  the 
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schools  and  school-houses  does  not  keep  pace  with  the  material  wealth  of 
the  municipalities.  There  are,  however,  some  municipalities  that  desenre 
special  mention.  The  commissioners  of  G-odmanchesler  in  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  at  a  regular  meeting,  held  last  April,  resolved  to  build  four 
new  school-houses  before  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September,  1884,  to 
have  all  their  ten,  then  first-class  school-houses,  furnished  with  improved 
desks,  etc.,  to  have  the  grounds  levelled,  fenced  in,  and  planted  with  shade 
trees,  and  authorized  the  secretary-treasurer — Robert  Hyndman,  Esq.,  and 
the  writer  to  purchase  and  place  a  set  of  maps  and  a  twelve-inch  globe  in 
each  of  their  ten  schopls.  They  are  also  increasing  the  salaries  of  their 
teachers  for  the  current  year.  Can  we  wish  for  better  signs  than  these  of 
the  revival  of  letters  ?  The  accomplishment  of  all  this  will  place  Grodman- 
chester  next  year  in  the  first  class,  and  her  commissioners  will  have  the 
blessing  of  the  young  forever. 

I 

There  is  a  handsome  new  building  being  erected  for  school  purposes 
close  to  the  High  School  in  Montreal. 

The  commissioners  of  St.  Anicet  No.  2,  thoroughly  repaired  one  of  their 
schools  last  fall  and  erected  a  new  first-class  school-house  this  summer,  and 
are  making  preparations  for  building  two  more  next  spring. 

The  recently  constituted  parish  of  St.  Barbe  acts  with  commendable 
zeal.  •  The  commissioners  feel  that  they  have  formerly  been  neglected,  and 
are  determined  to  lose  no  more  time.  They  have  divided  the  parish  into 
four  districts,  have  opened  two  schools,  and  are  now  preparing  to  build 
three  new  school-houses  in  order  to  have  the  four  schools  in  operation  dur- 
ing the  next  winter.  Huntingdon  and  Valleyfield  schools  are  kept  in 
excellent  order,  and  are  well  furnished.  Hemmingford  did  well  last  fall, 
but  more  is  badly  needed.  Havelock  has  commenced  to  replace  some  of  the 
old  school-houses  by  new  ones.  A  few  new  ones  are  required  in  Ormstown 
and  one  in  Hawick  to  correspond  with  the  wealth  of  these  municipalities. 
The  school-houses  of  the  other  municipalities  require  thorough  overhauling. 

The  commissioners  and  trustees  in  every  instance,  so  far  as  I  can  ascer- 
tain, adopted  such  as  were  applicable  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Super- 
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intendent's  Circular  of  April,  1883.  A  uniform  series  of  the  authorized 
text-books,  almost  similar  for  the  whole  district,  is  to  be  enforced  during  the 
current  year  ;  and  the  recommended  course  of  study  is  favorably  received 
by  all.  And  now  I  confidently  assert  that  the  introduction  of  the  uniform 
series  of  text-books  and  of  the  course  of  study  coupled  with  the  visit  of  the 
Rev.  Elson  I.  Rexford  will  mark  a  prosperous  era  in  the  history  of  educa- 
tion in  this  section  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Secretary- Treastirers. — The  books  and  accounts  of  the  secretary-treasurers 
are  well  kept,  and  are,  with  few  exceptions,  annually  audited  by  order  of 
the  commissioners  or  trustees,  who  cause  a  certified  statement  to  be  pub- 
lished, when  convenient,  in  the  local  papers.  Most  of  the  teachers  are 
promptly  paid  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  but  there  are  still  a  few  that 
have  reason  to  complain.  The  work  of  collecting  the  assessment  is  annu- 
ally becoming  less  troublesome.  The  secretaries  are  always  selected  from 
amongst  the  most  intelligent  class,  and  they  invariably  prove  the  wisdom 
of  the  selection  by  their  commendable  zeal  in  the  cause  of  education. 

The  inspector  made  264  official  visits  without  counting  those  to  the 
twenty-six  Independent  Schools ;  visited  the  schools  in  operation  in  Argen- 
teuil  once,  and  all  the  rest  in  his  district  twice ;  travelled  about  8,015  miles 
without  counting  additional  distances  in  consulting  secretary-treasurers  or 
any  special  journey ;  held  12  competitive  examinations,  which,  I  trust,  will 
be  the  means  of  doing  some  good ;  distributed  *758  prizes,  principfi[lly  for 
regularity,  improvement  in  writing,  good  conduct,  and  general  proficiency ; 
strove  by  all  possible  means  to  secure  more  regular  attendance  with 
encouraging  success.  The  percentage  of  daily  average  attendance  in  all  the 
elementary  schools  under  control  is  66.3  ;  in  Montreal  alone  94.9,  taking  the 
month  of  November  last;  and  in  the  country  schools  Y8,  an  increase  of  1*7 
over  that  of  last  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,, 

JAMES  McaREOOR, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  McLAUaHLIN 

SwEETSBURG,  Oct.  6  1883. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  schools  in 
my  district  of  inspection  for  the  current  year.  During  the  year,  I  have 
visited  twice  all  the  schools  that  were  in  operation,  excepting  the  schools 
of  Granby,  which  I  did  not  visit  last  winter,  and  the  five  schools  in  the 
adjoining  municipalities  of  Milton  dissentient  and  Ste.  Pudentienne  dissen- 
tient.    I  have  been  able  to  visit  all  of  them  this  summer. 

I  should  easily  have  visited  those  that  were  omitted  last  winter,  were 
it  not  for  the  time  spent  in  attending  the  conferences  of  Protestant  Inspec- 
tors at  Quebec,  and  the  time  spent  in  holding  Teachers  Meetings  at  Knowl- 
ton  and  Bedford,  and  in  attending  the  meetings  of  the  School  Commission- 
ers of  Srome  and  Missisquoi. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  circular  of 
November  last,  I  have  held  Teacherg  Meetings  at  Kiiowlton,  Bedford  and 
Waterloo.  The  two  first  in  January  and  the  last  one  in  August.  Each  of 
these  meetings  was  well  attended  and  interesting,  and  I  have  no  dottbt 
that  they  will  prove  useful. 

Eev.  Mr.  Rexford,  secretary  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
was  present  at  each  of  these  meetings,  and  gave  very  valuable  assistance, 
explaining  clearly  the  proposed  "  Course  of  Study,"  and  giving  the  teachers 
many  useful  hints  as  to  the  management  of  schools  and  the  best  method  of 
teaching  several  of  the  elementary  branches. 

The  conferences  of  school  commissioners  of  each  of  the  three  counti  & 
comprised  in  this  district,  called  by  Kev.  Mr.  Rexford,  to  consider  certai  i 
changes  proposed  in  the  management  of  school  matters,  were  fully  attende  . 
The  points  contained  in  your  circular  of  April  last,  were  deliberated  up  i 
and  a  pretty  unanimous  feeling  manifested  in  favor  of  the  changes  p?  * 
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posed.    An  important  feature  of  the  work  of  this  year,  is  the  endeavor  to 
bring  about  the  improvements  recommended. 

Several  of  the  large  municipalities  have  undertaken  to  carry  out  the 
greater  part  of  the  programme.  It  is  too  soon  to  pronounce  decidedly  as  to 
the  degree  of  success  that  will  attend  these  undertakings.  I  have  strong 
hopes  however,  that  we  shall  soon  see  these  changes  accomplished  in  all 
the  important  particulars. 

"  Boarding  around  "  which  has  so  long  been  a  reproach  to  so  many  of 
the  municipalities  of  this  district,  may  now  be  regarded  as  a  custom  of  the 
past.  Every  municipality,  so  far  as  I  know,  will  cheerfully  conform  to  this 
requirement. 

As  to  a  uniform  series  of  text  books  for  the  schools,  this  district  has  - 
for  some  time  past,  been  provided  with  them.  We  have  a  uniformity  not 
merely  in  each  municipality,  but  throughout  the  entire  district.  I  do  not 
know  that  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  this  uniformity,  as  enterprising 
publishers  are  making  strong  attempts  to  introduce  other  books,  and  are 
offering  tempting  terms  to  the  different  School  Boards. 

"  The  Course  of  Study  "  I  regard  as  a  very  important  article  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  improvements,  and  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  introduce  it  into 
the  schools.  There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  adopting  it  with  scholars  of  the 
first  or  youngest  class,  and  having  these  continue  through  the  course. 
Enterprising  and  persevering  teachers  would  find  no  insuperable  difficulty 
in  introducing  the  whole  course  into  their  schools,  without  much  delay. 
The  engagement  of  teachers  for  a  single  term  of  eight  months,  at  least,  is 
also  an  imi>ortant  move,  a  necessary  one,  in  many  respects,  and  particularly 
necessary  for  the  successful  introduction  and  working  of  the  course  of 
study. 

Many  of  the  towns  have  engaged  their  teachers  for  the  ensuing  school 
year,  instead  of  engaging  for  a  term  of  four  months  as  heretofore :  Brome, 
Potton,  Sutton  and  Dunham  for  instance  ;  other  towns  have  not  yet  done  so. 
I  have  little  doubt  that  these  also  will  conform  to  this  requirement  when 
they  understand  that  is  the  law.    The  continuous  term  has  many  conside- 
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rations  in  its  favor,  and  its  practicability  cannot  be  questioned.  It  is 
worked  successfully  on  three  sides  of  us.  I  am  satisfied  that  in  order  to 
have  a  systematic  course  of  study  successfully  carried  out  we  must  have  a 
continuous  school  year. 

As  regards  school  buildings,  there  has  been  but  little  done  during  the 
year.  Potton  has  built  some  new  school  houses,  and  one  or  two  have  been 
built  in  other  towns. 

A  very  good  set  of  rooms  adapted  to  the  use  of  a  graded  school  hfts 
been  opened  in  the  new  Town  Hall  at  Cowansville,  and  a  promising  graded 
school  is  now  at  work  in  the  building. 

The  schools  of  the  district  have  as  usual  been  doing  fair  work.  The 
school  boards  and  secretary-treasurers  discharge  their  duties  faithfally.  As 
a  very  general  rule  finances  are  well  managed,  and  the  teachers  are  paid 
promptly.    The  statistics  of  the  district  are  much  the  same  as  last  year. 

This  district  has  been  long  settled  and  the  population,  at  least  the  Eng- 
lish speaking  portion,  is  nearly  stationary  as  to  numbers,  consequently  the 
number  of  children,  attending  sch9ol,  cannot  vary  very  much. 

« 

I  continue  the  practice  of  reporting  the  schools  to  the  commissioners 
after  each  visit  in  all  the  larger  municipalities.  In  this  way  I  can  assist 
them  in  keeping  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  respective  teachers,  the 
condition  of  the  school  buildings  and  other  particulars  connected  with 
school  work. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  statistics  from  the  table  of  grand  totals. 
There  are  228  school  districts  with  21t  elementary  schools  in  operation 
during  the  year,  attended  by  6049  pupils.  4  that  I  have  classed  as  model 
schools  with  11*7  pupils.  14  classed  as  academies  with  997  students.  Total 
number  of  schools  in  activity  235.  Total  number  of  pupils,  6163.  Number 
of  boys,  3171 ;  number  of  girls,  2992.  Under  the  control  of  commissioners 
198  schools  ;  of  trustees  25  ;  independent  12. 

I  report  as  mixed  elementary  schools  all  that  are  attended  by  any 
Catholic  children,  although,  in  many  cases,  this  attendance  is  temporary; 
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consequently  a  school  classed  as  mixed  this  year,  may  be  reported  as  Pro- 
testant next  year  and  "vice  versa."  There  are  76  purely  Protestant, 
attended  by  1537  pupils,  and  141  mixed  attended  by  3512. 

In  classifying  the  municipalities  as  directed,  in  your  circular  of  Nov- 
ember last,  I  have  only  taken  into  account  the  condition  of  school  matters 
prior  to  the  first  of  July  last.  I  have  no  municipalities  that,  taking  all  cir- 
cumstances into  account,  deserve  to  be  ranked  as  bad  or  very  bad.  At  least 
I  do  not  wish  to  rex)ort  them  as  such  in  this,  my  first  classification.  Those 
that  accomplished  the  least,  are  often  struggling  against  serious  difficulties, 
and  making  sacrifices  that  others  ranking  as  good  are  not  required  to  make. 

I  have  consequently  arranged  them  in  three  classes,  i,  ii,  ill.  The 
lowest  on  the  list,  viz,  those  in  class  ill,  are  mostly  dissentients.  These  in 
many  cases  find  it  very  difficult  to  keep  up  schools  at  all. 

From  present  indications,  there  will  be  quite  a  different  classification 
next  year,  as  several  municipalities  that  have  hitherto  been  somewhat 
remiss  in  school  matters  have  taken  up  the  suggestions  contained  in  your 
circular  of  April  last,  and  are  carrying  them  out  with  commendable  prompt- 
ness. These  municipalities  will  probably  have  a  quite  different  standing 
by  another  year. 

I  submit  the  following,  as  the  present  classification  : 

CLASS  I. 

Waterloo,  Q-ranby  Village,  St.  Damien,  Grranby,  Philipsburgh,  Dunham 
Flat,  Cowansville,  East  Famham,  Brome. 

CLASS   IL 

Sutton,  Freligsburgh,  Clarenceville,  Dunham,  Sheffbrd,  St.  Thomas,  St* 
Ignace,  Notre-Dame-des-Anges,  Town  ot  Famham,  (diss.),  South  Stukely, 
Potton,  East  Bolton,  West  Bolton. 
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CLASS  III. 

West  Famham,  (diss.),  North  Ely,  North  Ely,  (diss.),  South  Ely,  (diss.), 
North  Stukely,  (diss.),  Ste.  Pudentienne,  (diss.),  Koxton  Falls,  (diss.),  SL 
Sebastien,  (diss.),  St.  Alphonse,  (diss.) 

For  farther  particulars  regarding  the  condition  of  the  schools,  I  would 
respectfully  refer  to  the  statistical  tables,  lately  forwarded  and  to  the  bulle- 
tins of  inspection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  A.  McLAUaHLIN, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  McMAHON. 

(TVanslatwn.)  « 

Ste.  Rose,  3l8t  August,  1888. 
-Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  you  my  report  for  1882-88,  together  with 
my  grand  statistical  table,  which  I  have  endeavored  to  make  as  exact  as 
possible. 

In  this  report  I  will  say  as  little  as  possible  about  the  management  of 
school  matters  in  the  city  of  Montreal.  A  much  more  important  and  de- 
tailed report  than  any  I  could  give  should  now  be  before  the  Lieutenant- 
Q-overnor  in  Council ;  I  mean  the  report  of  the  royal  commission.  What 
will  be  the  result  of  an  investigation  which  lasted  for  several  months  ?  is 
the  question  all  are  asking.  Let  us  hope  that  the  expenses  caused  by  so 
lengthy  an  inquiry  will  have  some  other  effect  than  a  useless  waste  of 
public  money. 

I  will  simply  state  that  the  schools  of  that  city  have,  this  year,  as  in  the 
past,  given  their  pupils  a  religious  and  practical  education,  which  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  four  more  fine  academies  under  the 
control  of.  the  Catholic  Commissioners,  namely :  the  Brothers'  and  Nuns' 
academies  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Anne,  in  Montreal,  making 
up  the  number  of  schools  in  the  city  under  control  to  thirty.  They  are 
attended  by  9,000  pupils  and  comprise  150  large  classes,  each  of  which 
requires  from  the  inspector,  as  much  time  as  the  inspection  of  an  ordinary 
county  school. 

I  devoted  a  whole  day  to  the  inspection  of  a  good  many  of  these 
schools,  which  time  is,  in  many  cases,  far  from  sufficient.  The  work  has 
been  harder  for  me  this  year  than  usual,  because  I  had  not  the  advantage  of 
being  accompanied,  as  formerly,  by  Mr.  XJ.  E.  Archambault,  the  local  super- 


inteudent  for  the  city,  who  had  to  be  in  attendance  npoit  the  royal  < 
sion. 

I  must  however  do  all  the  teachere,  both  lay  and  religions,  th 
of  stating  that  they  spared  no  pains  to  make  my  task  easy. 

In  the  schools  of  the  western  part  of  the  city,  which  have  not  1 
been  under  control,  I  insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  teaching  Frencl 
gnage  which  is  so  necessary  in  this  country,  and  which  persons  be' 
to  the  highest  society  in  Europe  and  America  deem  it  an  honor  t( 
and  I  was  promised  that  it  would  be  done  in  future. 

In  the  county  of  Hochelaga  there  are  also  several  schools, 
which  requires  an  entire  day  to  inspect ;  such  as  the  boys  and  girls' 
in  St.  Henry  des  Tanneries,  Ste.  Ounegonde,  St.  G-abriel,  St.  Jean  I 
and  Hochelaga.     Each  of  the  ten  schools  of  these  localities,  has  an  i 
of  500  pupils  having  40  classes  of  from  50  to  60  each. 

Unfortunately  I  cannot  always  give  the  necessary  time  to  these 
tious.  Taking  from  the  twelve  months  the  vacation,  holidays,  S 
and  holidays  and  days  when  the  weather  is  too  bad,  the  inspec 
hardly  six  months  left.  In  my  division  there  are  148  male  and  238 
teachers,  386  in  all,  and  this  will  give  an  idea  of  the  number  of  cl 
be  examined,  and  show  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  inspector  to  give 
school  the  time  necessary  for  a  minute  inspection.  Fortunate! 
schools  are  under  the  careful  supervision  of  the  cur&s  of  each  local 
of  enlightened  and  zealous  commissioners,  so  that  they  have  not 
complain  of  in  this  respect. 

The  most  remarkable  schools  of  this  county,  apart  from  those 
just  mentioned,  are  those,  both  for  boys  and  girls,  of  Mile  End,  Col 
Louis,  Cote  des  Neiges,  Cote  St.  Paul,  Sault  an  Rfecollet  Tillage,  Poi 
Trembles  Village,  Longne  Pointe  Tillage,  and  the  two  mixed  sch 
Cote  St.  Michel.  The  average  attendance  at  these  two  schools  is  fr 
to  150.    They  are  all  very  good. 

All  the  other  schools  of  the  county  are  mixed,  that  is,  the  pupil 
both  sexes  and  are  good,  some  even  very  good,  except  the  CathoUc 
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of  Petite  Cote  Visitation,  which  I  consider  inferior.    This  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  teacher,  but  is  due  to  the  irregular  attendance  of  the  pupils. 

I  Consider  it  my  duty  to  say  with  reference  to  the  Protestant  school 
corporations  of  the  county,  that  both  commissioners  and  trustees,  display 
much  good  will  in  the  encouragement  of  their  schools. 

Thus  the  municipalities  of  Verdun,  Cote  St.  Paul,  St.  Henri,  Cote  St. 
Antoine,  Outremont,  Petite  Cote  Visitation,  Hochelaga  and  Longue  Pointe 
are  provided  with  school  houses  which  do  them  credit. 

There  only  remain  Notre  Dame  de  G-r&ce,  St.  Jean  Baptiste,  Mile  End 
and  Coteau  St.  Louis,  which  are  as  yet  unprovided,  but  know  that  in  each 
of  these  localities,  owing  to  the  good  will  of  those  interestied,  this  state  of 
affairs  will  soon  cease. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  for  having  relieved  me  from  the  duty 
of  inspecting  the  Protestant  schools  of  the  county  of  Hochelaga: 

The  number  of  Catholic  schools  and  especially  the  number  of  Catholic 
pupils  in  my  divison  is  so  great  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  an  inspector  will 
soon  be  needed  only  for  the  city  and  another  for  the  counties  of  Hochelaga 
and  Laval. 

The  work  is  so  great  that  last  spring,  I  thought  I  would  die  of  fatigue. 
As  to  the  Catholic  municipalities  of  Hochelaga,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  there 
is  only  one  now  in  the  whole  county  which  has  not  its  school  house. 

This  year  again,  two  old  houses  have  been  replaced  by  new  ones ;  one 
in  the  upper  part  of  Sault  au  R^coUet,  the  other  in  Cote  St.  L6onard  of  Lon- 
gue Pointe,  and  a  very  convenient  house  has  been  built  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  parish  of  Riviere  des  Prairies. 

Finally,  the  entire  county  of  Hochelaga  deserves  praise,  both  on  account 
of  the  good  will  of  the  rate-payers  and  commissioners,  and  on  account  of 
the  progress  of  the  pupils,  and  consequently  of  the  application  and  capacity 
of  the  teachers.  I  may  add  that  the  accounts  are  well  kept  by  the  secre- 
tary -treasurers  and  the  teachers  are  regularly  paid. 
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g    .    •  The  number  of  classes  in  this  county  in  the  schools  under  control  is 

over  one  hundred,  and  the  number  of  pupils  exceeds  8,000. 


The  fine  county  of  Laval,  comprising  five  parishes,  has  2Y  schools  under 
control,  attended  by  over  2,000  pupils. 

The  convents  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  Ste.  Rose  and  St.  Martin  give  to 
their  numerous  pupils  an  education  which  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired 
from  a  religious  and  scientific  point  of  view.  They  are  under  the  Sisters 
of  Providence  and  the  Sisters  of  Ste.  Croix.  In  the  Village  of  St.  Vincent 
de  Paul  there  is  also  a  boys'  academy  under  the  Freres  de  St.  Viateur,  which 
I  have  always  found  excellent,  and  in  the  village  of  Ste.  Rose  under  the 
Freres  de  Ste.  Croix,  a  model  school  which  has  been  only  two  years  in 
existence,  but  which  is  already  very  good,  and  I  hope  may  soon  be  classed 
as  excellent. 

Next  year,  in  order  to  encourage  the  teacihers  in  my  division  I  \rill 
take  the  liberty  of  giving  the  names  of  those  who  are  the  most  distinguished 
and  i  am  sure  to  be  able  to  name  a  good  many. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  schools  under  control  in  my  division  is 
17,437,  and  of  those  in  independent  institutions  12,192,  making  a  total  of 
29,629  as  shewn  in  my  grand  statistical  table. 

For  further  information  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  inspection  bulletins. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

S.  F.  MoMAHON, 

Schoollnspector. 
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ME.  MILLER 


Having  been  appointed  only  on  the  31st  July  1888,  has  been  unable  to 
make  a  rei)OTt,  and  as  to  the  statistics  of  his  district,  we  have  taken  those 
of  l^st  year,  famished  by  his  predecessor,  the  late  Mr.  Dorval. 


MR.  NANTEL. 
{Trandaiwn) 

St.  Jerome,  16th  August,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  inspection  report  for  the  school 
'  year  1882-81.  My  district  includes  the  counties  of  Terrebonne,  Two  Moun- 
tains and  a  portion  of  Argenteuil ;  it  is  increasing  every  day  on  account  of 
the  progress  made  by  colonization  in  this  part  of  the  country.  This  year, 
the  toTvnship  of  Doncaster  has  been  annexed  to  the  county  of  Terrebonne  ; 
next  year  there  will  probably  be  new  schools  in  Arundel,  Wolfe  and  Mont- 
calm. 

There  are  this  year  in  my  district  of  inspection  150  educational  estab- 
lishments of  all  classes,  viz  :  one  classical  college,  one  commercial  college, 
two  academies  for  boys,  seven  academies  for  girls,  four  model  schools  and 
134  elementary  schools,  of  which  132  are  under  control  and  five  indepen- 
dent. These  educational  establishments  are  attended  by  tSSO  children, 
and  the  attendance  haa  been  on  an  average  over  78  per  cent,  which  is  really 
very  good,  if  we  take  into  account  the  exceptionally  bad  weather  we  had 
this  year. 

The  schools  that  have  been  best  kept  (I  do  not  speak  of  the  academies 
or  of  the  model  schools,  which  are  all  well  managed)  are  the  following  : 

lo.  In  the  county  of  Terrebonne  :  those  kept  by  Misses  M.  J.  Corbeil, 
V.  Grauthier,  in  St.  J6rdme  ;  C.  Chevalier,  in  St.  Sauveur  ;  M.  Oharbonneau, 
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L.  Charbonneau,  in  Ste.  Adele ;  D.  Matte,  in  Ste.  Therese  (parish)  and  that 
of  Mr.  J.  P.  Viber,  Ste.  Th6rese  ViUage. 

2o.  In  the  county  of  Two  Mountains  :  those  of  Misses  G.  Lafrance,  C- 
G-iroux,  in  Ste.  Scholastique  ;  A.  Grriffin,  in  St.  Canut,  No.  1 ;  D.  Daoust,  D. 
St.  Louis,  in  St.  Augustin ;  M.  Touchette,  E.  Paiement,  in  St.  Eustache. , 

3o.  In  the  county  of  Argenteuil :  the  school  of  the  Village  St.  Andre, 
kept  by  the  Reverend  Sceur  Jean  de  Marie,  de  la  Providence.  These  schools 
are  really  worthy  of  note. 

The  other  elementary  schools  under  control  may  be  classified  as  fol- 
lows :  26  have  deserved  the  note  veri/  good  and  have  given  full  satisfaction ; 
61  the  note  satisfactory,  and  24  the  note  inferior.  There  are  no  really  bad 
schools  ;  some  are  very  inferior  and  I  found  children  attending  them  very 
little  advanced  indeed,  but  I  ascribe  this  want  of  progress  to  the  non-at- 
tendance of  the. scholars. 

As  I  have  been  only  appointed  inspector  this  year,  and  as  this  is  my 
first  visit,  I  cannot  assure  you  if  the  progress  made  has  been  considerable ; 
I  must  however  say  that  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  work  done 
during  the  year.  I  everywhere  found  persons  willing  and  sincerely  desi- 
rous of  helping  me  in  my  arduous  task. 

I  would  have  much  to  say,  if  I  wished  to  give  you  a  recital  of  my  im- 
pressions as  a  new  inspector,  impressions  which  were  often  painful  at  the 
sight  of  school  houses,  which  I  was  about  to  visit  for  the  first  time.  I 
found,  in  far  too  many  municipalities  school  houses  too  small  and  too  low,  the 
furniture  incomplete  and  defective.  Very  frequently  during  my  visits  I 
asked  myself  :  How  many  school  houses  beyond  reproach  would  there 
be  in  my  district  of  inspection  if  I  were  to  insist  on  their  conforming  in  all 
respects  with  the  school  laws  ?  The  number  of  such  schools  would  be 
very  small.  Besides,  you  have  been  in  a  position  to  ascertain  this  yourself 
by  the  inspection  bulletins,  which  I  have  forwarded  to  you  and  in  which 
I  have  made  a  true  report  of  everything  that  was  wanting  in  each  schooL 
The  contents  of  these  inspection  bulletins  are  the  reason  why  several 
municipalities  have  found  me  too  exacting.    How  can  this  be  so  when  the 
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happiness  and  health  of  the  children  are  at  stake  ?  I  do  not  believe  it  and  I 
am  resolved  to  follow  out  the  line  of  conduct  which  I  have  laid  out  for 
myself;  to  unmercifully  denounce  all  I  find  to  be  reprehensible  in  my 
inspection  tour ;  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  render  the  teaching  in  my 
schools  more  practical  and  more  rational,  to  battle  against  the  system  of 
learning  things  b^  rote  and  like  parrots ;  this  is  what  I  undertook  to  do 
when  I  accepted  the  situation  of  school  inspector.  Shall  I  be  supported 
in  my  endeavours?  Shall  I  obtain  what  I  desire?  I  hope  so.  "What 
strengthens  me  in  this  hope,  is  that  there  is  already  great  progress  made  ; 
above  all  in  the  buildings  and  the  school  furniture.  The  rate-payers  begin 
to  understand  that  education  is  valuable  and  are  better  disposed  to  make 
some  sacrifices  to  obtain  it. 

Many  municipalities,  especially  St.  Augustin,  Ste.  Scholastique,  St. 
Enstache,  St.  Benoit,  Ste.  Therese,  St.  Jerome,  have  found  out  that  they 
should  not  be  too  parsimonious  when  the  education  of  their  children  is 
at  stake  and  have  courageously  entered  upon  the  road  to  progress.  Since 
two  or  three  years  several  good  school  houses  have  been  built  in  these 
municipalities.    The  impetus  is  given  and  the  good  work  is  spreading. 

The  schools  under  control  may  be  divided  as  follows  with  reference 
to  the  buildings  and  furniture :  52  are  good,  being  for  the  most  part, 
new  or  repaired  recently,  38  are  good  enough  and  can  still  last  several 
years  ;  3Y  are  inferior  and  should  be  rebuilt ;  finally  15  are  almost  uninha- 
bitable. JProm  this  latter  number  6  should  be  struck  off  as  they  are  already 
Tebuilding  them ;  the  others  will  be  renewed  very  soon ;  I  am  assured 
of  this  by  the  commissioners  of  the  municipalities  in  which  they  are 
situated.  Among  the  schools  now  building,  I  would  mention  especially 
school  No.  6  of  Cote  St.  Jean,  of  St.  Benoit,  which  will  be,  I  think,  one  of 

■ 

the  finest  if  not  the  finest  in  my  district ;  the  rate-payers  of  this  district 
understand  this  truth,  too  often  overlooked :  the  school  house  should 
be  the  finest  in  the  range  and  nothing  should  be  spared  to  make  the  school 
house  attractive  and  liked  by  the  children. 

The  large  educational  establishments  newly  built  and  which  will  be 

ready  for  the  opening  of  the  classes,  are  the  college  of  Ste.  Therese,  the  con- 
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vent  of  Terrebonne,  and  the  convent  of  Ste.  Anne  des  Plaines.  These  build- 
inf^s  are  really  ms^ificent  and  complete  in  all  respects. 

I  will  now,  take  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  remarks  on  whi\|; 
appeared  to  me  to  be  most  faulty  in  the  system  of  teaching  followed  in  oui 
schools.  At  the  risk  of  repeating  for  the  hundredth  time  what  several  of 
my  coUeagues.have  said,  and  better  than  I  could  say  it,  I  will  state  that  too 
much  attention  is  generally  given  to  learning  words  and  too  little  to  the 
meaning  of  those  words.  To  give  but  one  example,  reading.  Well,  in  a 
great  number  of  schools  they  have  what  is  called  explanatory  reading,  but 
as  it  is  gone  through  it  is  not  an  explanatory  reading  in  the  leaat.  The 
teacher  makes  the  children  learn,  by  heart,  the  meaning  of  several  words 
at  the  beginning  of  each  lesson,  without  giving  any  explanations,  without 
paying  any  attention  whether  the  word  is  employed  in  a  literal  or  figura- 
tive sense,  without  thinking  that  sometimes  the  dictionary  meaning  is  as 
diflBlcult  for  young  children  to  make  out  as  the  word  looked  for.  What 
happens  ?  The  children  do  not  understand  their  lesson  any  better,  although 
they  have  taken  great  pains  to  look  for  the  words  and  to  learn  the 
sense  of  them.  This  would  not  be  so  if  the  teacher  had  prepared  himself 
and  given  all  the  oral  explanations  necessary  before  having  the  lesson 
read  in  this  way ;  the  lesson  would  be  more  attractive,  more  in  harmony 
with  the  intelligence  of  the  children  and  consequently  far  more  profitable. 

Another  serious  fault  which  I  hope  to  correct,  is  that  in  several  schools, 
the  programme  of  studies  is  not  followed.  Thus  I  found  ii)  elementary 
schools  children  who  had  learned  the  whole  of  the  grammar,  elements  and 
syntax  and  all  the  rules  of  arithmetic ;  a  brilliant  result  if  it  were  real ;  but 
alas !  after  an  examination  I  found  that  these  children  had  gone  so  far 
that  they  had  forgotten  the  beginning.  I  do  not  wish,  let  it  be  remarked, 
to  retard  the  progress  of  the  children ;  what  I  wish  to  prevent  is  that 
teachers  should  begin  by  teaching  things  that  should  only  be  learnt  after 
years  of  study,  as  I  remarked,  in  some  schools,  where  the  children  had 
learned  the  syntax  of  participles  and  scarcely  knew  the  rules  of  the  agree- 
ment of  the  verb  with  its  subject ;  in  arithmetic,  they  had  arrived  at  rules 
on  compound  interest,  and  they  were  puzzled  by  an  easy  practical  problem 
in  simple  multiplication. 
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The  great  number  of  divisions  in  many  of  the  schools  is  another  great 
obstacle  to  progress.  1  found  in  one  school  4  divisions  for  5  scholars  who 
were  studying  grammar.  How  can  any  result  be  arrived  at  with  such  a 
state  of  affairs. 

These  are  the  things  which  have  seemed  t9  me  to  be  the  most  defective 
in  teaching  in  general.  I  will  not  speak  of  the  special  faults  which  I 
observed  in  the  teaching  of  each  subject.  I  will  simply  say  that  I 
endeavour  to  make  them  disappear  by  teaching  class  myself  in  order  to 
fihow  the  teacher  what  they  should  do,  and  also  by  my  advice  and  my 
recommendations,  which  may  be  resumed  in  the  following  words :  give 
short  lessons  and  make  the  children  learn  so  as  to  be  able  to  explain  what 
they  have  learned  ;  and  do  not  let  any  word  pass  without  being  sure  that 
the  scholars  have  understood  it ;  frequently,  very  frequently,  recapitulate 
what  has  already  been  learnt. 

To  correct  all  faults  and  to  nip  the  evil  in  the  bud  there  should  be  a 
girls'  normal  school  in  this  part  of  the  Province.  Generally,  pedagogical 
instruction  is  what  our  young  teachers  require  ;  they  are  willing  arid  do 
all  in  their  power  to  succeed,  but  their  efforts  are  not  always  crowned  with 
success,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  do  not  know  how  to  teach.  Three 
or  four  years  apprenticeship  are  required  to  learn  even  the  simplest  trade, 
and  yet,  for  the  difficult  art  of  teaching,  none  is  exacted.  It  is  a  real  ano- 
maly and  the  inspector  need  not  be  astonished  to  meet  ignorant  teachers  : 
he  should,  on  the  contrary,  be  astonished  not  to  meet  a  greater  number. 

With  regard  to  this  subject  I  will  hazard  a  suggestion. 

Could  not  the  Government  grant  a  small  subsidy  to  the  inspectors, 
so  that  they  might,  from  time  to  time,  give  pedagogical  lessons  to  their 
teachers  ?  We  have  lectures  on  agriculture ;  why  should  not  there  be  lec- 
tures in  the  interest  of  public  instruction  ?  The  inspector,  during  his  visits 
could  meet  all  the  teachers  of  a  municipality  in  the  most  central  school, 
and  give  them  a  lecture.  In  such  a  lecture  he  would  speak  of  the  art  of 
teaching  and  would  explain  to  them  the  best  method  of  teaching ;  and,  if 
necessary,  by  combining  practice  with  theory,  he  might  teach  a  class  before 
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the  teachers  assembled  together.     It  seems  to  me  that  such  a  lecture  would 
have  good  results. 

I  attach  much  importance  to  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  all  the 
schools.  Next  year,  I  will  give  a  special  prize  in  each  school  for  this  im- 
portant but  much  neglected  branch. 

I  meet  with  some  opposition  from  the  rate-payers  on  account  of  the 
teaching  of  drawing,  but  I  hope,  with  time  and  perseverance,  to  overcome 
all. 

The  secretaries'  accounts  are  generally  well  kept.  I  ascertained  this  by 
examining  their  books  carefully.  The  teachers  are  regularly  paid  in  this 
district. 

I  conclude  these  remarks  in  the  hope  that,  added  to  my  inspection  bul- 
letins and  to  my  grand  statistical  table,  they  will  suflBice  to  give  a  proper 
idea  of  the  state  of  my  district  of  inspection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  P.  NANTEL, 

School  Inspector. 


\ 
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MR.  PAQUET. 
{Translation.) 


Magdalen  Islands,  20th  July,  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools 
in  my  district  of  inspection  for  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  1882-83. 

I  forward  to  you  at  the  same  time  my  statistical  table. 

In  all  the  elementary  schools  of  my  district  irregular  attendance  is 
the  principal  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  education  among  children,  and 
what  is  distressing  to  state,  is  that  the  attendance  is  more  regular  during 
the  bad  season  than  during  the  summer.  This  is  the  reason  for  it ;  arrivei^ 
at  the  age  of  eight  or  ten  years,  the  children  are  considered  able  to  help 
their  parents,  both  in  fishing  and  in  cultivating  the  soil ;  consequently  they 
must  leave  school  and  help  those  who,  having  no  education,  believe  that 
their  children  should  not  have  any. 

There  are  still  parents  who  protect  their  children  when  unruly ;  when 
the  children  are  expelled,  the  parents,  instead  of  correcting  them,  keep 
them  at  home ;  where,  if  they  are  not  taught,  they  will  not  have  to  obey 
any  teacher. 

In  all  the  municipalities  of  my  district,  the  commissioners  have  made 
a11  necessary  repairs  to  school  buildings. 

I  also  state  with  pleasure  that  books  which  have  been  wanting  have 
been  applied  for. 

The  accounts  are  well  kept  in  all  the  municipalities,  and  the  account 
books  as  recommended  are  everywhere  adopted. 

The  convent  of  the  Congregation  of  Notre  Dame  continues  to  give  the 
^eatest  satisfaction. 
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The  dissentient  school  of  Qrindstone  also  gives  satisfaction.  The  num- 
ber  of  children  attending  this  school  is  only  eighteen.  Mr.  Clarke,  the 
school  master  has  not  kept  the  roll  of  {ittendance  during  this  half  year.  The 
dissentient  rate-payers  are  few  and  poor,  which  is  the  reason  their  school 
is  open  only  six  months  in  the  year. 

In  general  the  people  have  tried  to  improve  matters  but  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


DANIEL  PAQUET, 

School  inspector. 


ME.  PRfiMONT. 

{Translaiion.) 

Ste.  Famille,  10th  October,  1883, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  yon  my  report  on  PnbUc  Instruction  in 
the  Counties  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency  for  the  school  year  1882-83. 

There  are  in  this  District : 

26  Municipalities, 

80  Districts, 

8t  School  houses. 

There  are  80  schools  under  control  and  *7  independent  schools,  classed 
as  follows : 

60  Elementary  schools  under  control, 
6  Boys  model  schools, 
4  Q-irls  model  schools, 

II  Mixed  model  schools, 
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2  Mixed  academies, 

1  Q-irlB  academy,  , 

6  Independent  primary  schools, 
1  Independent  model  school. 

Total  of  the  scholars  attending  the  ^  independent  schools  :  191. 

Total  of  the  scholars  attending  the  80  schools  under  control :  4,73*7. 

Average  of  scholars  for  each  school :  67. 

The  staff  of  teachers  is  composed  as  follows  : 

11  Lay  male  teachers, 

Y3     *    female  teachers,        ^  Teaching  in  schools  under  control. 

13  Nuns. 

Total  of  the  salaries  of  the  11  male  teachers :  |3,001 ;  Average :  |2t3.00. 

Total  of  the  salaries  of  the  13  nuns:  |1,620.00;  Average;  $125.00. 

Total  of  the  salaries  of  the  73  female  teachers  :  |7,356.00  :  Average ; 
#108.00.  ^ 

8  Male  teachers  and  31  female  teachers  have  been  trained  at  the  Laval 
Normal  School. 

The  other  male  and  female  teachers  hold  diplomas  from  the  board  of 
examiners.     12  of  them  teach  without  diplomas. 

Ste.  Anne's  Convent. 

The  independent  establishment  of  superior  education  wlich  I  inention 
in  my  grand  statistical  table,  under  the  name  of  Independent  Model  School, 
is  kept  ^by  the  Ileverend  Sisters  of  Charity,  in  the  fine  and  large  convent, 
which  they  possess  on  the  dote  Beauprfe.  Built  on  a  height,  in  the  midst 
of  a  maple  grove  and  opposite  the  magnificent  temple  erected  in  honor  of 
Ste.  Anne,  this  convent  affords  to  the  young  girls  who  wish  to  be  edu- 
cated a  salubrious  and  attractive  refuge.  The  curriculum  of  studies 
includes  all  the  branches  of  the  official  programme.    The  children  are  also 
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taught  to  acquire  habits  of  order  and  cleanliness,  by  being  in  turn  appointed 
assistant-manager  of  some  department  of  the  establishment  ;  thus,  for 
example,  they  take  charge  of  the  kitchen,  the  laundry,  the  dairy,  etc 
Weaving,  knitting,  crochet,  needle-work,  besides  ironing,  sewing,  and  even 
mending,  take  up  a  great  portion  of  the  time  of  these  young  ladies.  This 
manual  labour  in  no  way  impedes  the  progress  of  their  classical  studies, 
and  the  proof  of  this  is  that  several  of  them  obtain  each  year  diplomas  for 
competency,  sometimes  even  for  superior  schools. 

Reverend  Sister  Ste.  Flavie,  the  lady  superior  of  this  independent  insti- 
tution, is  not  afraid  to  permit  a  lay  school  inspector  to  visit  her  classes,  and 
I  can  only  thank  her  for  the  cordial  reception  which  I  received  as  the  re- 
presentative of  lawful  authority.  She  declared  to  me  that  the  examination 
which  I  caused  her  scholars  to  undergo  was  a  source  of  encouragement  for 
them. 

One  of  my  last  visits  to  this  institution  happened  to  be  at  the  same 
time  as  that  of  the  Reverend  Superior  of  the  Redemptorist  Fathers  and  the 
Parish  Priest  of  St.  Ann's ;  on  this  occasion  I  wished  to  give  precedence 
to  the  religious  authority,  I  even  insisted  on  its  being  so,  but  in  vain,  for 
the  Very  Reverend  Superior,  with  that  politeness  for  which  he  is  so  well 
known,  forced  me  to  preside,  adding  that  he  was  most  happy  to  assist  for 
the  first  time,  at  a  school  inspection  in  Canada.  I  then  examined  the  child- 
ren, as  usual,  and  tlie  Very  Reverend  Father  seemed  highly  satisfied  with 
my  way  of  proceeding. 

I  am  pleased,  Sir,  to  be  able  to  give  you  these  details,  which  will  ce^ 
tainly  interest  you,  since  you  recommend  us  in  your  circulars  to  invite  the 
Parish  Priests  to  meet  us  when  we  visit  the  schools,  in  order,  that,  working 
together  for  a  cause  which  is  dear  to  all,  we  may  progress  more  surely 
and  rapidly. 

Schools  under  control  of  the  Commissioners. 

As  in  my  bulletins,  I  have  mafle  a  detailed  report  upon  each  of  the 
schools  under  control  which  I  visit,  it  would  be  simply  useless  to  give  here 
the  contents  of  these  bulletins,  which  you  have  already  before  you.  I  will 
simply  draw  your  attention  once  more  to  the  remarkable  progress  made 
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in  a  good  number  of  schools  which  I  then  mentioned  to  you.  Those  edu- 
cational  establishments  both  religious  and  secular,  which  give  a  really 
superior  education,  and  all  the  really  excellent  elementary  schools  are  known 
to  you  :  their  constant  success  is  pleasing  to  you,  and  I  know  that  you  hold 
in  high  esteem  all  good  teachers,  who  faithfully  perform  the  important 
duties  of  their  profession. 

I  profit  by  the  opportunity  which  this  report  gives  me  to  congratulate 
them  on  their  eagerness  to  make  the  greatest  pecuniary  sacrifices,  if  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  establish  a  pension  fund  for  their  old  age. 

All  the  teachers,  with  two  exceptions,  have  signed  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  act  43-44  Vict.,  which  shows  that  the  teachers  of  my  district  are 
intelligent,  and  among  the  most  faithful  to  the  cause  of  the  teachers  of  the 
province. 

They  have  expresed  their  anxiety  resi)ecting  the  opposition  made  to 
such  a  good  law ;  they  however  place  entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
Honorable  Council  of  Public  Instruction  which  must  decide  on  this  matter. 

They  are  ready,  as  in  the  past,  to  employ  their  talents,  energy  and  health 
in  working  for  the  good  of  their  fellow  citizens,  provided  that  rest  and 
peace  be  assured  them  in  sickness  and  in  their  old  age. 

Curriculum  of  Studies. 

All  the  scholfrs  in  this  district  learn  to  read,  write  and  to  figure. 
More  importance  than  ever  is  given  to  the  teaching  of  these  three  subjects. 
In  reading  there  is  really  much  progress.  In  schools  where  the  Lagac6 
system  of  reading  is  followed,  children  8  and  10  years  old  are  frequently 
found  who  can  read  aloud  very  well.  The  inflexions  of  the  voice  and  the 
articulation  show  that  the  children  read  well  because  they  understand 
well. 

Writing. 

"Wherever  copy  books  with  models  have  been  adopted,  the  children 
learn  to  write  better  and  quicker.  But  there  always  remains  the  serious 
disadvantage  permitting  the  parents  to  buy  the  books  themselves.     Very 
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frequently  the  scholar  brings  to  school  a  number  which  does  not  suit  him 
in  the  least.  It  would  be  far  better  if  the  commissioners  deposited  a  cer- 
tain number  of  copy  books  with  the  secretary  treasurer,  and  that  the 
teacher  would  himself  choose  for  each  scholar,  the  books  intended  for  him- 

Arithmetic. 

The  schools  of  this  District  are  provided  with  Toussaint's  excellent 
treatise  on  Arithmetic.  This  study  is  generally  pleasing  to  the  children ;  there 
is  so  little  to  be  learned  by  rote.  Arithmetic  is  now  more  foDy  taught, 
and  in  some  schools  Algebra,  Q-eometry  and  even  the  higher  Mathematics. 
The  day  is  not  long  gone  by,  when  if  a  school  mistress  could  say ;  my 
scholars  have  learnt  "  practice  "  her  reputation  as  a  competent  teacher  was 
established.  Because  it  was  very  difficult  to  get  that  far.  Now  children 
of  10  or  12  years  are  able  to  give  the  right  solution  of  really  dificult  prob- 
lems in  any  part  of  the  Arithmetic. 

History. 

In  a  certain  number  of  schools  they  have  adopted  the  system  of  oral 
teaching  of  history.  The  maater  reads  a  chapter,  explains  it,  and  then  asks 
the  children  to  give  an  account  of  it, — in  an  abridged  form  the  first  year, 
with  more  details  the  second  year,  and  so  on.  The  result  is  excellent  and 
I  would  like  to  see  it  adopted  everywhere ;  unfortunately  I  find  that  the 
system  of  learning  history  by  heart,  is  still  ijpt  favor  with  some  teachers. 
Such  teachers  should  be  obliged  to  recite  word  by  "vjjord  all  the  books 
they  oblige  their  scholars  to  learn  by  rote ;  it  would  be  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion. 

^GrEOGRAPHY. 

A  false  impression  existed  for  a  long  time  that  geography  could  only 
be  taught  to  children  who  were  well  advanced  in  their  studies.  A  very 
retentive  memory  was  also  required  to  learn  by  heart  the  long  definitioiijs 
fall  of  words  difficult  to  pronounce.  This  explains  the  apprehensions  of 
certain  parents  who  even  at  present  object  to  their  children  learning  geo- 
graphy. The  present  system  is  totally  different,  and  the  map  serves  as  a 
book  for  the  pupil ;  I  have  seen  quite  young  children  who  could  barely 
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read,  pass  a  brilliant  examination  in  geography.  They  were  perfectly  fami- 
liar with  the  map  of  the  world,  pointed  ont  the  cardinal  points,  mentioned 
the  boundaries  of  the  school,  of  their  parish,  etc.,  and  mentioned  the  chief 
products  and  trade  of  their  locality. 

History  cannot  be  taught  to  any  beneficial  extent  without  the  aid  of 
geography,  and  still,  by  comparing  the  total  number  of  children  who  learn 
history  with  those  who  learn  geography,  we  find  a  marked  difierence  be- 
tween the  two.  While  teaching  very  young  children  their  sacred  history, 
the  teachers  should  seize  the  opportunity  to  point  out  on  the  map  the 
various  localities  referred  to.  If  this  were  done  we  would  not  find  such 
lamentable  ignorance,  and  the  children  would  know  to  what  nation  and 
country  belong  the  historical  personages  they  read  of 

I  trust  that  before  long  geography  will  be  taught  with  history  and 
that  learning  by  heart  will  be  banished  from  all  the  schools. 

Grammar. 

People  are  now  more  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  art  of  speaking  is  a  very 
important  part  of  the  teaching  of  grammar,  and  the  result  is  that  in  all 
well-kept  schools  the  pupils  are  taught  to  speak  properly  at  the  same  time 
as  they  learn  the  rules  of  orthography.  During  class  or  recitations  the 
master  notes  all  the  faulty  expressions  he  may  observe,  and  the  next  day 
he  has  the  faults  corrected  on  the  black  board.  These  exercises,  if  repeated 
and  practised  in  all  the  schools,  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  progress  of 
the  pupils  in  orthography. 

The  preliminary  ideas  are  explained  to  quite  young  children  on  the 
black  board,  and  I  have  seen  some  from  6  to  7  years  old  who  answered 
>  correctly  my  questions  about  nouns,  articles,  adjectives  and  pronouns, 
without  usl^g  the  definitions  of  the  book.  Spelling  by  heart  and  dict- 
ation are  considerably  practised  as  may  be  seen  by  our  statistics.  Of 
course  the  pupils  must  thoroughly  understand  the  subject  of  the  dictation 
and  it  must  consequently  be  explained  beforehand.  All  the  pupils  who 
le.m  g««m«,  of  co^  1^  p.„u>g  .t  the  »«ne  time. 
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Letter-writing. 

A  good  many  pupils  learn  this,  but  I  am  not  yet  satisfied.  The  advan- 
tage of  writing  one's  own  business  and  other  letters  should  be  considered 
by  the  teacher  as  of  sufficient  importance  not  to  neglect  the  duty  of  teaching 
the  pupils  to  carry  on  their  own  correspondence. 

I  know  mechanics  and  farmers  who  were  sent  to  school  only  for  a  year, 
50  as  to  make  their  first  communion,  and  who  had  not  learned  to  sign  their 
names  because  the  teacher  thought  they  had  not  gone  through  a  sufficient 
number  of  copy-books  full  of  strokes  and  pot-hooks,  etc. 

This  argument  is  used  by  all  the  teachers  who  want  to  teach  lette^ 
writing  only  to  such  of  their  pupils  as  have  learnt  all  the  rules  of  gram- 
mar. They  should  be  taught  composition  as  soon  as  they  can  write  with 
any  ease.  A  child  will  always  learn  the  formal  part  of  the  letter,  that  is 
the  date,  the  inscription,  the  signature  and  the  address.  As  to  the  body  of 
the  letter  it  is  surprising  sometimes  to  see  an  inteUigent  pupil  express  Urn- 
self,  perhaps  not  quite  correctly,  but  still  so  as  to  make  himself  understood. 

I  am  aware  that  this  method  of  teaching  letter- writing  is  not  what  it 
should  or  what  it  would  be  if  the  pupils  were  intended  to  receive  a  com- 
plete education,  but  we  have  to  render  an  important  service  to  children 
who  will  go  to  school  only  long  enough  to  learn  the  little  they  require  in 
their  state  of  life. 

Book-keeping. 

This  is  also  a  branch  to  which  sufficient  importance  is  not  attached  in 
most  of  our  primary  schools.  It  is  not  necessary  to  teach  childr^i  who 
will  become  farmers  when  they  leave  school,  that  book-keeping  by  doubk  ^ 
entry  which  is  taught  to  those  who  are  intended  for  commerilal  pursuits 
and  who  generally  go  to  a  good  superior  commercial  school  for  that  par- 
pose,  but  what  I  want  is  that  all  children  be  taught  generally  how  to  keep 
accounts,  no  matter  what  occupation  they  may  select  when  they  leave 
the  common  schools'.  They  should  be  taught  the  difierence  between  a 
debtor  and  a  creditor,  how  to  debit,  credit  and  receipt  an  account ;  they  must 
be  accustomed  to  make  entries  in  the  book  of  receipts  and  expenses,  to 
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make  out  an  invoice,  a  promissory  note,  a  receipt,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  so 
necessary  that  it  is  surprising  that  some  teachers  are  deaf  to  our  remons- 
trances on  this  subject. 

Drawing  and  Agriculture. 

These  two  branches  which  have  been  included  in  the  official  curricu- 
lum  since  a  few  years  only  are  those  which  make  the  best  show  in  our 
school  statistics.  But  we  must  not  be  misled  as  to  the  practical  result  of 
this  teaching,  which  threatens  not  to  go  beyond  the  first  principles.  In  a 
certain  number  of  primary  schools  the  teachers  simply  get  a  few  lines 
drawn  on  the  black  board  and  call  it  drawing.  They  have  neither  books, 
charts  nor  models.  At  the  outset  I  advised  the  teachers  to  supply  the  want 
of  charts  by  drawing  models  themselves  on  the  black  board,  but  I  find  that 
they  go  no  further,  and  whenever  I  pass  I  see  the  same  lines  drawn  and  as 
badly  done  as  when  I  first  saw  them. 

Still,  although  in  some  schools  this  branch  is  not  studied  seriously,  it 
is  not  the  case  everywhere,  and  in  those  schools  which  are  taught  by  com- 
petent teachers  the  resxdts  are  satisfactory  and  progress  is  made.     I  have** 
even  noticed  a  certain  number  of  pupils  whose  drawings  were  a  credit  to 
themselves  and  to  their  teachers. 

As  to  agriculture,  complaints  are  sometimes  made  that  there  are  no 
books.  I  then  advise  the  teacher  to  supply  this  deficiency  by  oral  explana- 
tions, to  read  a  chapter  from  the  manual,  explain  it  to  the  whole  class  and 
then  get  the  pupils  to  repeat  what  they  have  heard.  It  would  be  better 
however  if  each  child  had  a  book,  for  while  learning  his  lessons  at  home, 
his  parents'  attention  would  be  called  to  the  useful  information  contained 
in  the  manual  and  they  would  benefit  by  it. 

In  certain  parishes  near  the  towns,  agriculture  is  hardly  taught  at  all 
and,  as  an  excuse  for  this  neglect,  it  is  alleged  that  agriculture  is  not  prac- 
tised by  the  parents  of  the  pupils  in  those  localities.  I  am  aware  of  it,  but 
I  also  know  that  the  object  of  ordering  agriculture  to  be  taught  in  all  the 
schools,  is  not  so  much  to  teach  the  theory  of  agriculture  to  those  whose 
occupation  will  be  to  put  it  in  practice,  as  to  spread  a  taste  for  it  in  all  clas- 
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ses  of  society  and  induce  a  larger  number  of  young  men  to  become  far- 
mers. 

Besides  who  can  say  whether,  hereafter,  these  children  who  are  not  bi- 
mers'  sons,  who  live  in  an  atmosphere  of  industry  and  commerce,  will  not 
have  the  good  fortune  to  acquire  a  farm  or  lot  of  land  which  they  may 
desire  to  have  cultivated  under  their  supervision.  They  will  then  recall 
the  sound  ideas  on  agriculture  which  they  will  have  learnt  at  school,  and 
which  will  then  be  very  useful  to  them. 

Objectt  Lessons. 

This  year  1022  or  about  one-fifth  of  the  pupils  in  my  division  were 
taught  object  lessons.  If  we  desire  these  to  bear  fruit  they  must  be  given 
at  the  beginning,  upon  subjects  with  which  the  teacher  is  perfectly  familiar^ 
so  that,  when  necessary,  she  can  say  a  great  deal  about  them.  An  object 
lesson  well  given  requires  considerable  knowledge  in  the  teacher,  and  I  am 
of  opinion  that  a  primary  school  diploma  is  not  a  sufficient  proof  that  the 
teacher  can  with  advantage  use  this  scientific  method  of  teaching. 

It  may  be  asserted  that  she  can  take  her  object  lesson  from  books  or 
pedagogical  reviews  and  make  her  pupils  repeat  it ;  but  this  is  only  learn- 
ing by  heart  which  we  do  not  want.  Neither  the  teacher  nor  the  pupils 
will  ever  understand  these  object  lessons  taken  from  a  book  and  learnt  by 
heart.  We  might  as  well  ask  them  to  teach  chemistry  and  natural  philoso- 
phy solely  with  books,  which  are  good  only  for  those  who  understand 
them. 

I  am  not  opposed  to  object  lessons ;  on  the  contrary,  I  can  appreciate  the 
splendid  results  obtained  by  professors  who  use  it  to  advantage  in  their 
schools,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to  induce  the  teachers  whom  I  consider 
qualified,  to  adopt  this  method  of  teaching  :  but  I  think  I  would  be  want- 
ing in  my  duty  if  I  compelled  unqualified  teachers  to  do  that  of  which 
they  are  ignorant,  and  thereby  only  mislead  their  pupils. 
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School-houses  and  furniture. 

The  spirit  of  progress  which  animates  our  rural  populations  in  every- 
thing that  relates  to  the  construction  of  their  own  buildings  assures  us  of 
success  in  the  fight  we  have  sometimes  btill  to  wage  with  respect  to  the 
dimensions,  elegance  and  finish  to  be  given  to  our  school  houses.  Those 
pretty  private  residences  which  we  come  across  everywhere  in  our  country 
places  are  a  powerful  argument  to  be  brought  in  support  of  our  views  in 
the  discussion  of  the  proposal  to  rebuild  a  school  house.  Indeed,  it  is 
hardly  proper  for  school  commissioners  to  speak  of  economy  when  it  is 
necessary  to  erect,  at  the  expense  of  a  parish,  a  public  building  which  would 
be  a  credit  to  it,  while  each  individual,  out  of  his  own  revenue  does  not 
hesitate  to  put  up  an  elegant  mansion,  whose  decorations  are  sometimes 
even  luxurious.  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  be  imposed  upon  by  ill-advised 
economy,  and  you  have  learnt,  from  my  reports,  what  municipalities  are  in 
default  in  this  respect. 

The  law  forbids  the  school  commissioners  to  build  any  school  house 
without  first  submitting  the  plan  for  your  approval.  Thus  it  happens  that 
the  great  variety  of  plans  is  frequently  the  cause  that  our  school-houses  are 
built  sometimes  in  one  way  and  sometimes  in  another,  because  certain 
details  which  are  missing  in  the  plan  are  also  overlooked  when  the  build- 
ing is  put  up,  or  if  they  are  not  forgotten  they  are  frequently  carried  out, 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  art  and  good  taste.  For  instance,  one  of  the  gables 
will  be  crowned  with  a  steeple  and  the  other  with  a  chimney  top,  or  the 
latter  \vrill  sometimes  be  so  large  as  to  look  as  if  it  would  crush  down  one 
side  of  the  house.  Sometimes  a  little  paint  will  be  laid  on  here  and  there 
— at  others  the  unfortunate  school-house  which  may  be  quite  good  in  other 
respects  will  not  be  even  white-washed.  The  best  of  them  are  in  no  wise 
different,  Ather  inside  or  out  from  an  ordinary  private  house. 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  school-house  should  not  be  absolutely  like  a  pri- 
vate d^welling,  and  that  in  its  internal  division  the  distribution  of  the  doors 
and  windows,  the  method  of  heating  and  ventilating  everything  should  be 
different. 


112 


School  inspectors  might  give  valuable  assistance  in  this  respect  if  they 
were  provided  with  a  uniform  plan  (authorized  by  law)  which  they  would 
explain  to  the  commissioners  when  they  make  their  inspections,  and  cause 
to  be  carried  out  whenever  the  erection  of  a  school-house  is  ordered. 

This  plan  should  give  two  views  of  the  building,  one  of  the  inside 
and  one  of  the  outside.  ,     \ 

School-houses  built  on  such  a  uniform  and  very  simple  plan  would  not 
cost  much,  and  a  multitude  of  errors  would  be  avoided,  which  are  now 
committed,  because  the  proper  measures  are  not  taken,  because  a  door  has 
been  improperly  placed,  because  windows  have  been  made  without  consi- 
dering where  the  teacher's  platform,  the  black  boards,  etc.,  are  to  be  placed. 
The  plan  should  provide  for  all  these  details. 

In  poor  parishes  and  townships  where  the  settlers  have  great  diffi- 
culty in  supporting  themselves,  while  hewing  their  farms  out  of  the  forest, 
the  authorities  should  be  lenient  and  wait  some  years  before  exacting  what 
is  required  in  the  case  of  rich  parishes. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  furniture,  which  is  made  whenever  it  is 
required,  but  in  such  variety  of  form  that  we  wonder  at  the  absence  of  a 
definite  plan  and  of  a  model,  which  should  be  strictly  followed.  Some- 
times backs  are  placed  on  forms  which  are  of  a  length  out  of  all  proportion, 
and  which  is  rather  a  nuisance  than  an  improvement.  I  would  like  to 
see  desks  and  forms  with  only  four  places,  made  on  the  most  improved 
model.  The  authorities,  far  from  complaining,  would  be  only  too  happy  to 
have  a  model  to  follow,  for,  having  no  plan  which  they  are  obliged  to  adopt, 
they  take  that  which  any  cabinet-maker  suggests  and  which  is  frequently 
defective.  Everything  has  to  be  done  over  again  or  corrected  and,  in  the 
end,  the  furniture  costs  more  than  if  it  had  been  on  an  improved  model. 

One  of  the  questions  in  our  inspection  bulletin  is  :  "  When  -was  the 
last  public  examination  held  ?  "  It  is  an  easy  one  to  answer,  as  all  that 
has  to  be  done  is  to  enter  a  date  and  that  is  all.  I  would  have  preferred 
this  one  :  "  How  is  the  public  examination  made  ?  I  might  then  answer 
by  making  the  remarks  I  made  in  my  last  year's  report,  on  this  subject  and 
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which  I  will  not  now  repeat.  I  will  simply  say  that  it  is  really  painful 
to  see  how  in  some  places,  the  obligation  of  making  a  public  examination 
is  performed.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  failure  in  a  good 
many  schools. 

Is  the  attendance,  book  well  kept  ?  Are  the  school  records  kept  ?  The 
school  records  !  They  should  not  be  mentioned  ;  with  very  few  exceptions, 
no  attention  is  paid  to  them,  sometimes  even  the  few  there  are,  are  des- 
troyed. 

The  attendance  book  is  regularly  kept,  but  in  different  ways. 

I  would  be  happy  to  see  introduced  into  our  schools  a  new  form  of 
attendance  book,  which  would  also  serve  as  a  register  for  th^  notes  gained 
by  the  pupils.  The  present  form  might  be  arranged  so  as  to  give  all  the 
space  required  for  keeping  this  register. 

Do  the  secretary-treasurers  keep  their  accounts  well  ?  As  a  rule  they 
do  not  use  the  ledger,  or  if  they  make  any  entries  in  it  they  do  not  follow 
the  prescribed  form.  They  do  not  open  an  account  for  every  rate-payer  ; 
they  even  do  so  for  the  teachers.  Sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  to  the 
additions  of  the  numbers,  and  the  auditing  of  such  accounts  cannot  be  satis- 
factory. Our  remarks  are  not  even  understood,  for  several  of  the  secretary- 
treasurers  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  book-keeping ;  they 
have  no  idea  even  of  putting  the  figures  in  line,  and  the  result  is  inexpli- 
cable confusion.  When  there  is  an  educated  man  in  a  parish  he  should 
always  be  appointed  secretary-treasurer,  but  this  is  not  always  done  for 
they  say  that  the  services  of  an  educated  man  are  expensive.  A  work 
that  is  well  done  is  never  too  costly.  In  my  division  there  are  a  good 
many  secretary-treasurers  who  do  their  duty  very  well  and  who  are  very 
valuable  to  the  cause  of  education.  I  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  them 
in  my  reports,  and  you  know  how  satisfied  I  am  with  them. 

Eemarks. 

You  may  perhaps  have  noticed  that  Inspector  Juneau  in  his  last  report, 

confessed  that  he  did  not  understand  me  two  years  ago  when  I  said  that  if 

teachers  wished  to  be  successful  they  should  not  only  possess  knowledge, 
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also  have  tact  and  know  how  to  impart  their 
,,  with  your  permisBion.  I  know  Tery  well  that 
annot  ascertain  whether  the  candidates  have  tht 
it  is  precisely  of  the  inability  of  the  boards  to  o 
lain. 

w  allows  an  inspector  to  complain  of  a  teacher 
'  capable  of  teaching  school.     He  does  complain  i 

0  orders  snch  teacher  to  present  himself  again  bi 
s.  The  teacher  does  so  and  passes ;  for  he  haf 
but  it  would  be  difiFerent  if  he  had  to  show  the 
.8  inspector  that  he  knows  how  to  impart  his  kn< 

r  amendment  to  the  law  would  be  sufficient  to  : 

;eacheTS  who  always  find  places  because  they  offer  their  seni- 

er  rate. 

province  of  Ontario,  the  candidate  goes  before  the  inspector  who 
m  and  gives  him  &  permit  to  teach  if  he  is  satisfied.  This  permil 
mly  one  year,  and  he  cannot  get  one  a  second  year  unless  he  is 

1  and  he  may  then  go  before  the  board  of  examiners  to  pass  &     . 
lation,  which  is  always  very  severe. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

JOSEPH  VRti 


».  I 
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MR.  RUEL. 

(Translation.) 


St.  Cesaire,  23rd  July,  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  the  year  ending  the  80th 
June  last,  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in  my  inspection  division,  comprising 
the  Catholic  schools  of  the  counties  of  SheflFord,  Brome,  Missisquoi,  Stan- 
stead  and  part  of  Bagot. 

I  notice  with  pleasure  that  there  has  been  considerable  progress  in  the 
schools  in  my  division  ;  the  following  table  will  prove  it  : 


Number  of  school  houses  oi  all  kinds. 


Total  of  pupils , 

Total  average  attendance , 

Pupils  from  A  B  C  to  fluent  reading 

«    reading  well 

"    writing. 

*f    learning    arithmetic 


If 


« 


If 


u 


<i 


it 


(( 


i( 


i< 


(f 


u 


II 


grammar , 

geography 

linear  drawing 

drawing , 

book-keeping 

history 

geometry  and  algebra , 
letter-writing , 


1881-82. 


134 

5389 

3946 

1835 

3554 

2709 

2663 

1535 

833 

490 

185 

0 

862 

7 

140 


1882-83. 


157 
6768 
4841 
2552 
4216 
2860 
2974 
1622 
1012 

914 

219 
22 

971 
66 

222 


Increase. 


23 
1379 
896 
717 
662 
141 
321 

87 

• 

179 
424 
34 
22 
119 
59 
82 


This  increase  is  due  to  the  opening  of  several  schools  and  also  to  my 
inspection  last  year.    As  I  stated  in  my  last  report  a  certain  number  of 


ad  been  careless,  because  they  had  not  expected  to  be  visited  by 
or  and  at  present  they  have  improved.  ^ 

chools  in  my  district  of  inspection  may  be  divided  into  two  quite 
Btegories  which  1  will  call  "  parish  schools "   and  "  township 

Parish  peimabt  schools. 

BchoolB  may  rival  those  of  the  large  parishes  on  the  Kivei  St- 
and all  the  improvements  and  branches  indicated  by  the  Cotui- 
lie  Instruction  may  be  insisted  upon.  They  are  those  of  St.  Theo- 
ton,  Acton  Vale,  St.  Andrfe  d' Acton,  Roxton,  Roiton  Falls,  St. 
3te.  Cficile  de  Milton,  Ste.  Pndentienne,  Ste.  Anne  de  Stukely, 
kely,  South  Ely,  West  Famham,  Notre  Dame  des  Anges  de  Stan- 
1  St.  Komuald  de  Famham. 

re  eighty  of  these  schools  ;  four  are  excellent,  ten  are  very  good, 
ire  good,  eighteen  are  middling  and  seven  are  bad. 

Townships  pkimabt  schoois. 

i  this  name  to  the  schools,  mostly  dissentient,  founded  and  estab* 
the  curis  and  missionaries  with  great  difficulty,  and  after  consi- 
Qfort  and  kept  up  by  the  rate-payers  at  the  expense  of  great 

have  been  founded  chiefly  to  teach  the  catechism  and  preserve 
)n  and  language  in  the  Canadian  population,  which  Ib  greatly  ont- 
.  by  the  other  nationalities. 

)  are  the  schools  of  Granby  Village,  Township  of  G-ranby,  St. 
ShefFord,  Shefford  dissentient,  Waterloo,  North  Ely,  South  Stnke- 
md  West  Bolton,  Brome,  Sutton,  Potton,  Ihrnham  Village  and 
t,  St.  Ignace  de  Stanbridge,  St.  Damien  de  Bedford,  East  Famham 
!atley,  Bamston,  Coaticooke,  Barford,  Cowansville  and  Dunham. 

are  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other  and  their  inspection  i 
They  are  very  poor  and  the  Bishop  of  St.  Hyacinthe  is  oblige 
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out  of  charity  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  some  of  these  schools,  espe- 
<jially  that  of  the  dissentients  of  SheflFord  and  those  of  Cowansville  and 
Dunham.  The  Catholic  rate-payers  are  in  some  places  owners  of  newly 
<;leared  land  or  workmen  in  the  factories. 

They  are,  moreover,  at  a  great  disadvantage  as  compared  with  other 
schools.  Being  situated  in  unattractive  localities  amongst  a  mixed  popula- 
tion, it  is  difficult  to  procure  teachers.  Last  year,  for  instance,  Mr.  Courte- 
manche,  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  West  Shefford,  required  two  teachers  for  his 
iwo  dissentient  schools.  He  wrote  thirty-seven  letters,  and  even  then  could 
only  get  one.  For  a  dissentient  school  in  East  Farnham,  Mr.  St.  Louis,  the 
cure  of  Adamsville,  and  one  of  his  colleagues,  wrote  and  sent  sixty  letters 
to  get  a  teacher,  and  four  months  were  lost  in  looking  for  one.  This  is 
the  reason  why  many  teachers  are  employed  who  have  no  diplomas. 

These  teachers  ask  greater  salaries  than  are  paid  in  large  parishes ;  I 
•do  not  blame  them,  but  as  those  schools  are  poor  it  affects  them  more,  and 
for  some  of  them  twenty  dollars  is  a  large  sum. 

As  an  additional  misfortune,  the  number  of  children  is  never  consider- 
able, and  naturally  the  grant  allowed  them  by  the  Q-ovemment  is  decreased 

in  proportion. 

* 

A  new  dissentient  school  has  just  been  opened  in  the  vestry  of  the 
Sweetsburg  Church,  under  the  care  of  Bev.  Mr.  Leduc.  Although  only 
ox>eiied  on  the  first  of  May  this  year  it  has  already  fifty-five  scholars  from 
the  villages  of  Cowansville  and  Sweetsburg.  The  parish  priest  pays  the 
teachers  twelve  dollars  a  month,  and  is  fortunate  when  he  can  collect 
about  twenty  dollars  from  the  proprietors  and  tenants,  and  has  to  rely  upon 
the  Grovernment  and  Providence  for  the  payment  of  the  balance.  Amongst 
the  children  three  only  knew  the  capital  letters  of  the  alphabet  and  used  to 
ran  about  the  streets. 

Amongst  the  poorest  of  the  schools,  I  may  mention  also  No.  3  (called 
Brigham  school),  and  No.  4  in  East  Farnham,  No.  1  in  St.  Damien  de  Bed- 
ford, the  two  schools  in  St.  Ignace  de  Stanbridge,  the  five  schools  in  4;he 
Township  of  Q-ranby,  the  two  in  SheflTord,  that  of  Dunham  Village,  the  two 


ship  of  DimhaiD,  the  three  in  Snttou,  that  of  East  Bolton,  those 
ailey,  Bamston  (called  Ste.  Suzanne  de  Stanhope)  all  diesentient 

amongst  those  under  the  control  of  commissioners  I  specially 
fJo.  11  of  Barford,  No.  24  of  Baraston  and  No.  7  of  St.  Valferien. 
r  schools,  as  in  several  others  above  mentioned,  the  monthly 

is  forty  cents  for  each  child. 

he  GoTemment  will  take  into  consideration  what  I  have  juB* 
L  be  generous  to  those  schools,  which  do  a  great  deal  of  good  1^ 
Canadian  population  of  the  townships.    The  money  would  bi 

he  other  hand  the  districts  are  so  extensive  that  the  attendanci 
fular  and  therefore  the  children,  although  old  enough,  are  no 
oed  or  very  well  educated. 

lently  also  all  the  branches  of  the  curriculum  cannot  be  taught 
I  endeavor  to  teach,  as  qnickly  as  possible,  catechism,  a  littli 
ting  and  arithmetic,  and  then  the  children  escape  from  them 
t  be  too  strict  and  require  that  drawing,  agriculture,  book 
!ven  geography  and  history  be  taught.  It  will  come  in  timt 
;  these  schools  of  their  grant,  because  these  subjects  are  no 
J  harm  than  good  will  be  done  by  closing  th^e  schools  whiel 
the  safeguard  of  our  iaith  and  our  language  in  these  townships 
ate  will  come  to  teach  all  these  branches  of  primary  edncatioi 
first  to  insist  on  it,  and  I  am  certain  that  then  these  require 
«  well  received,  while  at  present  they  seem  to  be  and  reaU] 
■e  for  some  of  these  schools. 

rimary  schools  in  the  townships  are  sixty-six  in  number  an< 
ified  as  follows  :  four  are  excellent,  six  are  very  good,  twenty 
[,  twenty-nine  are  middling  and  five  are  bad. 

endment  of  which  I  spoke  in  my  last  year's  report  will  li 
little  more  relief  to  the  dissentient  schools,  and  even  iacstii 
r,  for  there  are  some  districts  where  there  is  a  school,  bnt  it 
£e  a  portion  of  the  rate-payers  are  under  the  control  of  Ptotr 
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tant  commissioneTs,  while  the  remainder  is  numeiically  too  weak  to  be  able 
to  open  and  support  a  school.  I  am  happy  to  see  that  this  amendment  is- 
making  progress,  and  I  hope  that  the  legislature  will  not  oppose  it. 

The  number  of  schools  in  my  division  has  increased  by  twenty-three ; 
one  in  St.  Theodore  d' Acton,  one  in  St.  Val^rien,  one  in  North  Ely,  one  in 
East  Famham,  one  in  Cowansville  and  Dunham,  one  in  Shefford,  one  in 
Barnston  which  was  Protestant,  but  is  now  Catholic,  two  in  Barford  which 
were  Protestant,  but  are  now  Catholic,  one  in  South  Stukely,  one  in  Coati- 
cooke,  one  in  Barford,  etc. 

A  good  many  school  houses  have  been  improved  and  repaired ;  the 
municipality  which  distinguished  itself  the  most  in  this  respect  is  Barford, 
where  four  new  houses  have  been  built  this  year,  and  two  others  repaired  ; 
in  all  there  are  eight  splendid  Catholic  schools. 

Grood  school  houses  have  been  also  built,  one  at  St.  Thfeodore  d' Acton, 
one  at  St.  Andr6  d' Acton,  and  one  at  the  North  end  of  Coaticooke. 

Your  circular  dated  the  third  and  addressed  to  the  Protestant  Commis- 
sioners and  Trustees  will  do  much  good  to  the  Irish  schools  in  my  division 
and  to  some  of  the  French  schools  where  the  system  of  "  boarding  around  " 
and  of  winter  terms  was  in  vogue.  The  abolition  of  these  two  customs  has 
been  desirable  since  a  long  while  and  I  hope  the  rate-payers  will  willingly 
comply  and  admit  that  this  is  a  great  step  towards  progress. 

Independent  institutions. 

Amongst  these  I  must  mention  first  of  all  the  Ste.  Croix  College  at  Fam- 
ham.  The  day  pupils  enjoy  the  same  advantages  as  the  boarders,  and  owing 
to  this  (for  the  day  pupils  are  under  the  control  of  the  commissioners)  I  had 
to  inspect  and  examine  the  pupils  of  the  college.  I  may  say  without  fear 
of  contradiction  that  this  college  stands  in  the  first  rank  amongst  the  com- 
mercial institutions  of  the  country.  English  is  taught  as  well  as  French, 
and  all  that  relates  to  book-keeping,  banking,  partnership,  customs,  etc.,  is 
taught  in  English.  I  was  really  astonished  to  see  the  commercial  know- 
ledg'e  of  the  pupils  who  leave  this  institution,  which  thereby  does  a  vast 
amount  of  good  to  this  section  of  the  country. 
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I  also  visited,  by  special  invitation,  the  convents  at  Granby  and  Ooati- 
oooke,  under  Les  Dames  de  fa  PrisenttUwn  de  Marie.  These  convents  render 
great  service  by  turning  out  every  year  a  certain  number  of  teachers  to 
fill  the  vacancies  on  the  teaching  staff.  The  education  given  is  of  the 
highest  order  and  is  in  no  wise  inferior  tu  what  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
from  these  religious  communities.  Still  they  are  poor  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  they  will  receive  still  more  encouragement. 

Model  Schooi^. 

The  model  school  at  Coaticooke  attended  by  225  boys  is  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Porcheron,  for  the  model  class,  and  of  two  teachers,  one 
who  is  French-speaking  for  the  French  elementary  class,  and  the  other. 
English-speaking  for  the  English  elementary  class.  Mr.  Porcheron  has  the 
supervision  and  control  of  the  whole  and  is  responsible  for  the  three  depart- 
ments. It  is  the  first  year  that  he  has  taught  in  Coaticooke,  and  he  is  a 
great  acquisition  to  this  flourishing  village.  He  is  a  model,  wise,  enlight- 
ened, educated  and  religious  teacher,  a  pedagogue  such  as  one  wishes  td 
have  when  he  wants  to  see  a  school  succeed  and  prosper.  Formerly  one  of 
the  Christian  Brothers,  he  has  retained  their  system  of  teaching,  and  of  di- 
recting the  conduct  of  the  pupils.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  village  will  lon( 
retain  his  services. 

At  Waterloo,  Miss  Brodeur  has  continued  to  teach  with  great  succest 
She  has  been  there  for  many  years,  and  a  great  deal  of  gratitude  is  due  her 
unfortunately  her  services  have  not  been  appreciated,  and  this  year  a  inal* 
teacher  haa  been  procured  for  the  boys.  Nuns,  having  opened  a  boardinf 
school  for  the  girls  of  the  parish,  have  made  arrangements  with  the  tmstea 
of  the  village  and  will  open  a  day  school  for  girls.  From  the<fir8t  of  Julj 
of  this  year  the  Catholics  of  Waterloo  have  declared  themselves  dissentient 
and  have  dispensed  with  Miss  Brodeur's  services.  It  will  be  a  great  lost 
to  the  municipality,  for  she  was  competent  in  every  respect. 

The  boys'  academy  at  Roxton  Falls  is  still  more  inferior  than  Ii 
year.  I  asked  that  the  teacher  be  dismissed ;  this  was  granted,  an 
Mr.  Amfed^e  Tanguay,  principal  of  St.  Michael's  college,  has  been  appoint 
in  her  stead.    This  a   great  acquisition  for    Boston  Falls,    which  v 
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weak  enough  to  dismiss  him  two  years  ago  and  which  now  repairs  its 
error. 

In  the  girls'  model  school  at  Eoxton  Falls,  there  has  been  no  progress  ; 
owing  to  the  departure  of  Miss  L6gar6,  an  old  pupil  of  the  Laval  Normal 
school,  it  became  necessary  to  engage  a  young  lady  who  v^sls  not  so  profi- 
cient in  teaching,  and  the  result  was  that  a  whole  year  was  lost. 

At  the  boys'  model  school  at  Acton  Vale,  there  has  also  been  a  waste 
of  time  and  useless  sacrifice  owing  to  the  changes.  They  require  there  a 
teacher  who  knows  how  to  maintain  discipline,  and  they  intend  to  have 
one  next  year. 

Peize  books.  * 

The  books  which  we  give  as  prizes  are  always  the  object  of  a  noble 
emulation,  and  we  frequently  see  young  children  who  have  zealously  and 
bravely  striven  to  win  these  prizes  which  the  Inspector  distributes  in  the 
name  of  the  government.  In  most  instances  our  task  is  a  difficult  one  ;  we 
find  seven,  eight  or  ten  pupils  who  have  distinguished  themselves,  who 
have  energetically  struggled  against  bad  weather  and  poverty,  and  we  have 
only  three  or  four  volumes  to  give.  It  is  true  that  we  decide  by  lot,  but 
we  are  very  sorry  then  to  be  unable  to  reward  all  who  are  deserving.  In 
several  municipalities  the  children  get  no  rewards,  but  these  few  books 
which  we  distribute,  so  our  visit  is  anxiously  looked  for.  I  therefore  hope 
that  instead  of  decreasing  the  number  of  these  books  it  will  be  increased, 
particularly  in  the  poor  sections  of  the  Province. 

0 

Erec?tion  of  municipalities. 

There  is  one  improvement  which  would  be  viewed  with  pleasure  and 
received  with  joy  by  the  members  of  the  clergy,  and  that  is  the  erection 
into  school  municipalities  of  the  territory  which  is  canonically  erected  into 
parishes.  Tou  cannot  imagine  what  difficulties  arise  from  this  confosion, 
for  the  cur^Sj  for  the  commissioners  or  trustees,  for  the  teachers,  the 
rate-payers  and  the  inspector.  For  instance  :  the  parish  of  St.  Francis  Xavier 
West  Sheffbrd  is  composed  of  parts  of  the  townships  of  Grranby,  Sheffbrd, 
Brome  and  East  Famham  ;  the  rate-payers  go  to  West  Sheftord  for  Divine 


>,  and  for  echool  purposes  ten  or  twelve  miles,  either  to  Grranby, 
o,  Knowlton  or  to  Adamsville. 

1  inspector  who  has  to  inspect  municipality  by  municipality  is  oftoi 
to  make  useless  tripe,  lose  his  time  and  sometimes  go  over  the  same 
?or  instance  ;  in  the  township  of  Shefford  I  have  schools  scattered 
tract  of  ten  square  miles,  there  are  some  in  every  comer  ;  one  is 
)  municipality  of  Roxton,  one  near  Waterloo  and  one  near  the  limits  , 
le;  they  belong  to  three  different  parishes,  and  the  inspector  is 
to  make  a  report  on  them  at  the  same  time. 

ng  under  the  control  of  a  board  of  commissioners  so  scattered,  these 
are  seldom,  if  ever  visited,  no  attention  is  paid  to  them,  and  they 
under  the  protection  of  the  controller  who  may  then  be  said  to  be 
erfnl :  he  who  engages  and  dismisses. 

Bse  townships  are  those  of  Barford,  divided  into  three  parishes, 
n,  in  two  parishes,  Shefford,  in  three  parishes,  Eoxton  in  two  pa- 
North  Ely  in  two  parishes,  Brome  in  two  parishes,  Granby  in  two 
i,  and  East  Famham  in  two  parishes. 

Commissioners  and  Trustees.  . 

e  Commissioners  and  Trustees  are  nearly  all  persons  who  take  an 
in  the  progress  of  schools  under  their  control  and,  in  that  reepect, 
fho  are  beyond  doubt  the  most  zealous  are  those  of  St.  Th^ore 
L,  St.  Andr6  d' Acton,  Ste.  Anne  de  Stukely,  North  Stukely,  Soul 
est  Famham,  Ste.  06cile  de  Milton,  St.  Alphonse  de  Granby,  and  8 
de  Stanbridgei 

Secretart-Treasurebs. 
ELspected  the  books  and  registers  kept  by  the  secretary-treasoren  < 
Catholic  municipalities.    These  gentlemen  are  all  good  men,  p 
3ompetent  for  the  office,  and  do  their  best  to  keep  correctly  a 
ly  the  accounts  confided  to  them. 
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Inspections. 

In  several  municipalities  I  was  accompanied  on  my  inspections  by  the 
cur^Sj  the  secretary  and  sometimes  by  the  commissioners  or  trustees.  This 
gives  an  opportunity  of  asking  for  reforms  with  some  chance  of  obtaining 
them.  But  it  is  unfortunate  that  notwithstanding  our  wishes  and  our  in- 
vitations they  do  not  do  all  they  can  to  meet  us  and  receive  the  instructions 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  give  them.  We  would  have  to  go  and  get  them  at 
their  houses. 

Teachers. 

Amongst  the  teachers  in  my  division  who  are  the  most  successful, 
apart  from  those  I  have  already  mentioned  are  : 

The  Misses  Mary  Kertson  and  Anna  Vallieres,  St.  Andr6  d' Acton ; 
Marthe  Morin,  St.  Theodore  d* Acton ;  Marguerite  Lesp6rance  and  Philo- 
mene  Tessier,  North  Stukely ;  Marie  Hudon  and  Josephine  Archambault, 
Ste.  Anne  de  Stukely ;  C6l6nie  Duhamel,  Grranby ;  Honorine  Pr6fontaine, 
West  Shefford ;  Annie  Bourbeau,  Shefford  ;  Jane  E.  "Wehr,  Exire  Lareau  and 
Mrs  On^sime  MoUeur,  Notre-Dame-des-Anges  de  Stanbridge ;  Arzfelie  Bizail- 
Ion  and  Emma  Q-iroux,  West  Farnham  ;  Arz61ie  Desrex,  Bolton ;  Catherine 
Bestroismaisons,  Mathilde  Trudeau  and  Ev6line  Langevin,  Ste.  Cecile  de 
Milton  ;  Mrs  Daudelin  and  her  son,  Mr.  Joseph  Daudelin,  St.  Damien  de 
Bedford. 

There  is  still  a  great  deal  of  information  which  I  might  give  you,  but 
as  it  ifi  all  in  my  bulletins,  I  will  not  repeat  it. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


P.  J.  RUEL, 

School  Inspector, 


MR.  SAVARD. 
(TrOTislaiion.) 

Chicodtimi,  12th  July,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  ibrward  my  statistical  tahle  and  my  report  on  t 
state  of  the  schools  in  my  inspection  division  for  the  year  ending  30th  Jn 
last. 

In  my  division  there  are  a  seminary,  a  girls'  academy  and  a  convent 
Ursulines  established  at  Notre-Dame-du-Lac,  St.  Jean.  The  latter  insti 
tion  although  but  recently  founded,  is  already  an  ornament  to  the  pari 
of  Eoberval  and  is  destined  to  render  great  service  to  this  distant  part 
the  country. 

As  it  receives  no  grant  from  the  government  I  do  not  consider  it  i 
duty  to  ask  the  necessary  information  to  enter  in  my  statistics  ;  nevert 
less  if,  in  fiitnre,  yon  should  consider  it  necessary  that  it  figure  in  my  i 
tistical  table  with  the  other,  establishments  of  superior  education,  I  will 
once  comply  with  your  desires. 

The  petit  sHninaire  of  Ohicontimi  gives  an  excellent  education  to  1 
pupils.  Both  languages  are  successfully  taught.  The  establishment  ma 
tains  its  reputation  and  gives  satisfaction  to  the  interested  parties  and 
the  friends  of  education  The  pupils  are  under  the  charge  of  six  prie 
and  eleven  ecclesiastics,  teachers  whose  zeal  and  energy  are  deserving 
every  praise.  This  seminary  is  more  and  more  flourishing,  and  its  pros 
rity  is  astonishing  when  we  consider  how  small  are  its  pecuniary  mea 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Ambroise  Fafard  is  the  worthy  superior,  and  the  Be 
rend  Mr.  Joseph  Roy  is  the  director. 

The  girls'  academy  at  Chicoatimi,  kept  by  the  ladies  of  the  Q 
Shepherd  works  well ;  it  has  63  pupils.  These  nuns  who  have  succeed 
by  their  zeal  and  devotedness,  in  gaining  the  esteem  and  consideratioi 
all  respectable  people,  have  two  schools  in  the  town  \inder  their  controi 
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The  eight  model  schools  in  my  division  are  all  in  the  hands  of  teachers 
trained  in  the  Laval  Normal  school.  I  classify  them  as  foUdws :  two  are 
excellent  and  turn  out  competent  teachers  every  year  ;  they  are  taught  by 
Mr.  Elz6ar  Ouellet,  at  Iberville,  and  Mrs  Fran9ois  Maltais  at  Laterriere.  In 
these  schools  all  the  subjects  of  the  oflBLcial  curriculum  are  taught  with 
ability,  success  and  zeal. 

Four  are  good :  those  under  the  Misses  Emelie  Jean  at  St.  Alexis,  Marie 
Beland,  at  Bagotville,  Anna  Tremblay,  at  St.  Louis  de  Metabetchouan,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Martineau,  at  Ste.  Anne.  All  these  teachers  are  deserving  of 
praise. 

The  two  others  are  middling.  I  attribute  their  inferiority  to  the  fre- 
quent change  of  teachers. 

The  primary  schools,  with  very  few  exceptions,  continue  to  make  regu- 
lar and  constant  progress.  I  will  therefore  mention  the  names  of  those 
teachers  who  are  most  successful.  They  are  the-  Misses  Marie  Simard,  in 
the  town  of  Chicoutimi,  Marie  Q-authier  and  Marie  Tremblay,  in  Chicouti- 
mi  (parish),  Annie  Harper,  at  I'Anse  St.  Jean,  Louise  C6t6,  at  Ste.  Anne, 
Anna  Bergeron,  at  Jonquieres,  Anna  Savard,  at  Grandmont,  Lfeontine  St. 
Kerre,  at  St.  J6r6me,  Elizabeth  Bellay  and  Marie  Tremblay,  at  St.  Pierre, 
and  Sarah  Paradis  at  Boberval. 

The  subjects  in  which  I  observed  progress  in  most  of  the  schools  were  : 
catechism,  reading,  arithmetic  and  agriculture. 

1.  Catechism.  I  attach  great  importance  to  the  study  of  this,  which  is 
the  first  and  most  necessary  of  all  knowledge.  I  have  obliged  the  teachers 
to  teach  the  catechism  every  day  to  the  children  who  are  preparing  for 
their  first  communion  and  twice  a  week  to  those  who  have  already  made 
it.  I  examined  very  strictly  and  I  was  pleased  to  notice  that  they  general- 
ly kne^w  it  well.     It  is  successfully  taught  in  all  the  schools  of  the  county. 

2.  Reading,  which  is  said  to  be  the  key  of  all  knowledge.  Good 
reading'  should  be  considered  as  the  resting  point  and  the  lever  of  education ; 
it  ijB  as  indispensable  to  families  as  to  schools,  to  teachers  as  well  as  to 
pupils.      Therefore,  reading  should  occupy  the  first  place  amongst  the  sub- 


irnt,  from  the  lower  classes  of  our  primary  Bchools  to  the  higbeT 
e  common  echools,  and  even  of  superior  institntions.  The  teach- 
ng  requires  the  greatest  care  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  for  all 
anches  require  the  knowledge  of  reading. 

appy  to  state  that  when  children  are  taught  to  read  in  the 
10  longer  hear  that  drawling,  hesitating  and  nasal  voice,  hut  a 
and  the  punctuation,  etc.,  etc.,  is  attended  to.    The  excellent    | 
dsts  of  making  the  pupils  explain  what  they  have  read  aft 

vmetic.  There  has  been  marked  progress  in  this  importai 
i  several  years.  I  refer  you  to  the  first  statistical  table  which 
,  where  890  pupils  appear  in  that  column  of  the  table.  Th 
re  3,568,  an  increase  of  2,678. 

ence  is  now  taught  in  a  practical  and  rational  manner.  A 
ilculate  in  dollars  and  cents,  and  work  out  the  problems  on  tb 
or  on  their  slates.  The  children  are  practised  in  making  on 
leful  sums,  receipts,  notes,  accounts,  etc.  I  generally  fonn 
ren  very  well  up  in  this  branch  ;  this  is  chiefly  due  to  the  prat 
ns  which  appear  in  every  number  of  YEcole  Primaire  and  of  th 
Instruction  Publtque,  which  are  taken  by  nearly  all  the  teachei 
ion.  These  journals  iacilitate  the  task  of  those  who  have  t 
lat  is  why  I  do  all  in  my  power  to  get  all  to  subscribe  to  the* 
blicatiouB. 

made  each  school  board  buy  the  Recueil  de  Problhnes  pratiqui 
,  by  Toussaint,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  teacher.  Thei 
stined  to  render  great  service  to  them,  and  I  am  sure  that  U 
)e  satisfactory. 

)uitwre.  Jean-Jacques  Eousseau  says  it  is  man's  first  trade,  V 
st  honest  of  trades,  and  consequently  the  most  honest  that 

says  that  agriculture  is  the  basis  of  human  life  and  the  sou 
■ealth. 
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Napoleon  I  fiays  that  agriculture  is  the  first  element  of  prosperity. 

In  my  last  report,  I  noticed  with  regret  that  the  number  of  pupils 
studying  this  important  subject  had  decreased  by  twenty.  Being  desirous 
of  over-ruling  the  opposition  made  to  the  teaching  of  this  branch  in  my 
division,  I  read  out  in  the  schools  your  circular  of  the  15th  June,  18^*7, 
addressed  to  us,  and  in  which  you  recommend  us  to  make  every  effort  to 
have  agriculture  taught  in  our  schools ;  I  followed  your  advice,  I  perse- 
vered and  to-day  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  the  numter  of 
pupils  learning  this  subject  has  considerably  increased  this  year.  Last  year, 
there  were  only  6tY,  now  there  are  1668,  making  an  increase  of  991.  It  is 
true  that  a  great  many  pupils  only  learn  it  orally. 

All  the  other  branches  continue  progressing.  As  to  history,  I  do  not 
insist  on  its  being  learnt  word  for  word.  Montaigne  says  that  learning 
by  heart  is  not  learning  at  all ;  it  consists  simply  in  keeping  in  one's  me- 
mory what  has  been  placed  there. 

Locke  says  that  children's  memory  must  be  exercised,  but  not  by 
making  them  learn  by  dint  of  repetition,  entire  pages  which  they  will  soon 
forg'et  and  to  which  they  pay  no  more  heed  when  they  have  recited  their 
lesson. 

I  tell  the  teachers  that  they  should  teach  little  but  well,  or  rather  that 
Ysre  do  not  insist  so  much  on  quantity  as  on  quality. 

I  also  lay  stress  upon  the  teaching  of  linear  industrial  drawing ;  chil- 
dren are  very  fond  of  drawing.  The  usefulness  of  this  branch  is  recognized 
at  present,  and  it  is  generally  admitted  that  we  should  be  as  familiar  with 
drawing  as  with  writing,  since  it  enables  us  to  express  clearly  and  rapidly 
the  use  of  an  object,  even  better  than  we  could  do  by  speaking  or  writing. 

In  the  model  schools  and  in  a  good  many  primary  schools  they  are  be- 
giTiTiiTig  to  give  object  lessons ;  the  introduction  of  this  subject  is  due  to 
the  journals  of  education  which,  in  each  number,  give  examples  of  object 
lessons  which  serve  as  a  guide  for  the  teachers. 

Dr.  Saffray,  the  author  of  a  work  of  this  kind,  says  that  the  idea  of 
object  lessons  is  to  learn  to  observe  the  objects,  to  name  them,  compare 


them  and  know  otherwise  than  by  hearsay,  ordinary  things,  their  ori^n, 
transformations  and  use. 

The  object  lesson  should  be  an  attractive  observation  by  means  of  the 
senses  and  and  of  the  mind.  For  that  purpose  it  is  absolntely  necessary  to 
show  the  children  specimens,  models  or  drawings.  Without  collections  to 
explain  th'e  lessons  they  lose  their  character  and  their  nsefalness,  and  de^ 
nerate  into  word  lessons. 

I  have  succeeded  in  getting  the  holidays  to  commence  everywhere  on 
the  first  of  August  and  to  end  on  the  first  of  October,  with  the  exceptiou  of 
the  parishes  of  Grandmont  and  Pointe  aui  Trembles.  In  all  or  nearly  all 
of  the  parishes  I  have  called  upon  the  commissioners  to  assemble  tc^ther 
and  in  several  places  I  even  held  public  meetings.  These  worthy  gentV 
men,  to  whom  I  have  but  praise  to  award,  when  informed  of  the  day  and 
hour  of  my  visit,  have  been  happy  to  attend  the  examinations. 

The  interest  taken  in  the  success  of  the  schools  is  apparent  every  year, 
and  in  my  last,  inspections  I  found  to  my  great  satisfaction  that  several  of 
the  parents  attended. 

The  secretary-treasurers  all  keep  their  accounts  according  to  the  oflicisl 
method,  and  I  have  to  congratulate  myself  upon  the  way  in  which  a  great 
number  of  them  perform  their  duty. 

The  accounts  are  audited  every  year  by  a  competent  auditor  selected 
by  the  commissioners.    The  secretary-treasurer  of  Laterriere  was  the  only 
one  whose  accounts  had  not  been  audited  when  I  made  m; 
advised  the  commissioners  to  see  to  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  pay  great  attention  to  the  engaging  of  the  teachers  ; 
an  engf^ement,  the  commissioners  always  consult  me  and 
have  the  selection  of  the  teachers.    This  has  a  good  efiect, 

I  have  not  spoken  of  each  school  in  particular  as  I  did  i 
reports,  because  my  inspection  bulletins  give  you  all  the  dei 
schools. 
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In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  I  think  the  contents  of  this  report  will 
convince  you  that  the  schools  under  my  charge  continue  progressing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOS.  ED.  SAVAKD 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  SIMAKD 
[Translation.] 

Sr.  Q-ERVAis,  5th  October,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you,  with  my  gcand  statistical  table,  my 
annual  report  upon  the  state  of  public  instruction  in  my  district  of  inspec- 
tion. 

As  those  statistics  show,  it  is  satisfactory.  Each  year  there  is  a  marked 
increase,  which  I  ascribe,  to  your  constant  efforts,  and  to  the  wise  regula- 
tions of  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

Nevertheless,  we  meet,  during  our  visits,  strong  opposition  to  the  re- 
forms which  we  seek  to  introduce  ;  we  even  frequently  find  persons  who 
lau^h  at  those  to  whom  the  law  has  confided  the  cause  of  public  instruc- 
tion. Such  persons  are  to  be  pitied  more  than  blamed :  it  is  ignorance 
rather  than  ill-will,  which  makes  them  act  in  this  way. 

I  have  remarked  no  new  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  public  instruction 
in  my  division.  The  serious  obstacles  to  the  efficiency  of  schools,  at  least 
in  schools  in  parishes  newly  established  (and  ^these  parishes  form  a  large 
proportion  of  my  district)  are  generally  a  consequence  of  the  straightened 
circumstances  in  which  the  rate-payers  sometimes  find  themselves,  and  un- 
fortunately also  to  their  indifferenc-e.    I  do  not  know  how  the  Legislature 

coxmIA  remedy  this  evil. 
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As  to  public  iiidiSereiice,  I  know  of  only  one  remedy  for  it,  it  is  to 
make  onr  school  so  efficient  by  employing  good  teachers,  that  Ihey  wUi 
kill  this  indifference  themselyes.  What  creates  and  snstainB  this  iIldiffe^ 
ence  for  the  school,  in  other  words,  the  reason  why  children  are  not  r^- 
laily  sent  to  school,  or  withdrawn  thereftom  too  soon,  is  because  so  many  of 
our  schools  are  of  an  inferior  class.  This  remedy  for  indifference,  of  which 
I  speak,  is  not  simply  theoretical ;  it  is  a  fact  which  any  person  who  takes 
an  interest  in  schools  must  have  observed  that  schools  are  in  popular 
favor  in  proportion  to  the  success  obtained  by  the  teachers  and  the  prf^ress 
made  by-  scholars. 

To  oblige  teachers  to  have  diplomas  from  the  Normal  school  to  be 
qualified,  is  to  reduce  the  number  of  inferior  teachers  who  are  still  too 
numerous,  in  spite  of  the  change  for  the  better  in  the  teaching  staff  since 
some  years  ;  it  would  kill  all  competition  in  sfdaries  and  would  have  for 
effect  an  increase.  Very  frequently  the  knowledge  that  rate-payers  have 
of  the  incapacity  of  teachers  has  as  much  to  do  as  poverty  and  meanness 
in  preventing  salaries  from  being  higher. 

I  do  not  wish  anybody  to  infer  from  this  that  my  district  is  inferioi 
others,  as  far  as  teachers  are  concerned.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  pleased 
be  able  to  state,  that  the  proportion  of  good  teachers  in  my  district  is  o 
siderable  and  is  increasing  every  year  ;  but  I  speak  in  a  general  way, 
it  is  not  a  reason,  because  things  are  going  well,  not  to  try  to  do  still  beti 

He  who  wishes  to  attain  an  object  mnst  take  the  means  to  attain 
and  I  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  law  ohligi 
a  candidate  for  a  diploma  as  teacher  to  study  during  at' least  one  year  i 
Normal  school  or  in  a  convent,  would  do  much  good  for  the  advanceni' 
of  education  and  for  the  improvement  of  onr  teaching  staff. 

I  cannot  pass  over  in  silence  the  lively  interest  that  the  clergy  take 
the  instruction  and  education  of  our  youth,  and  it  is  consoling  for 
to  meet  in  each  locality  with  the  assistance  of  the  priest,  and  to  be  abl 
observe  the  cordial  relations  which  exist  between  him  and  the  school  c 
missiouers.     In  this  way  our  schools  mnst  necessarily  progress. 

The  too  frequent  changes  of  masters,  so  detrimental  to  the  edacatiot 
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youth,  is  caused  by  the  smallness  of  the  salaries  and  the  almost  exclusive 
choice,  made  in  a  spirit  of  parsimony,  of  incompetent  teachers.  It  is  an  evil 
which  time  and  prosperity  alone  will  cure.  It  is  my  duty  here  to  praise  the 
teachers  from  the  Normal  schools.  Many  female  teachers  who  have  studied 
in  the  various  convents  of  my  district  also  fulfil  their  duties  with  devoted- 
ness  and  success.  Others,  coming  from  inferior  schools,  make  inferior 
teachers,  unfit  to  teach. 

My  grand  statistical  table  shows  satisfactory  surpluses  for  the  year 
1882-83.  I  may  even  say  that  on  adding  up  the  figures  I  was  surprised, 
beyond  all  expectation. 

The  evil  of  emigration,  which  has  raged  this  year,  above  all  in  the  new 
parishes  of  my  district,  made  me  anticipate  a  decrease. 

To  be  able  to  establish  that  the  number  of  children  attending  school 
has  increased,  in  spite  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  the  population,  is  a 
consoling  fact  in  so  far  as  public  instruction  is  concerned.  However  I  have 
reasons  to  believe  that  this  emigration  will  only  last  a  short  time. 

To  prove  what  I  have  advanced,  permit  me,  to  insert  here  the  following 
comparative  table : 


Number  of  school  hooses 

Total  of  pupils « 

Pupils  writing 

Pupils    learning    arithmetic , 

"  "  book-keeping . . . 

«  (*  French  grammar 

M  "  geography 

'<  «  history 

«  *<  drawing 

a  «  agriculture 


81-82 


82-83 


169 

172 

3 

6975 

7433 

458 

3797 

4203 

436 

4481 

4877 

386 

846 

1361 

506 

2458 

3041 

583 

1586 

2115 

529 

2078 

2778 

700 

3080 

3832 

762 

1681 

2309 

628 

Increase. 


itistical  table  shows,  all  the  subjects  of  t 
id  number  of  scholars. 

satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  the  subje 
schools  of  my  district ;  however  I  thin 
e  teaching  of  history  and  above  all  of  g€ 
lesired  ;  the  scholars  are  not  shown  the  ui 
ought  that  the  map  is  hung  on  the  wall  as  an  ornament  and 
ed. 

to  ask  a  supplementary  aid  in  favor  of  poor  municipali- 
rict.  These  municipalities  are  :  in  the  county  of  BellechsBse, 
[aillouz  and  Armagh  ;  in  the  county  of  Montmagny,  St.  Faol 

in  the  county  of  L'Islet,  St.  Pamphile,  Ste.  Perpetne,  St. 
lase  and  St.  Cyrille. 

;  speak  for  themselves,  I  believe  that  it  is  not  necessary 
ig  to  this  report ;  I  will  simply,  as  in  past  years,  give  ti 
ers  who  have  been  worthy  of  notice  during  this  year : 

lile  Bichard,  Eugenie  Bellanger,  Eugenie  Marie  and  Celii 
ean  Port-Joli ;  Elise  Chalifoux  and  Josephine  Lecierc,  Islei 
I  and  Elmina  Dioune,  St.  Roch  des  Aulnets ;  Odile  Mori 
is  and  O^lina  Oaron,  St.  Aubert ;  Hermine  Leclerc,  St.  Ens 
Chalifour,  St.  Cyrille  ;  M.  Alphonsine  Joncas  and  Delin 
m^ois  ;  Aur^lie  Laberge  and  Louise  Gaumont,  St.  Thotnai 
,  St.  Pierre  ;  Julie  Boul^,  Berthier ;  Pommela  Par6,  St.  Raphae 
,  Beaumont ;  Sophie  Kaitineau  et  Z^phirine  Martineaa,  i 
Bellanger  and  Adeline  Blois,  St.  Yalier ;  Hermine  Tangoi 
yer,  St.  G^ervais. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  PH.  SIMARD. 

School  Inspector. 


t^  ' 


133 


ME.  STENSON. 
(Translation) 

Sherbrooke,  August,  1888. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  my  annual  report  upon  the  state 
of  the  schools  of  my  district  of  inspection  at  the  end  of  the  school  year 
finished  on  the  30th  oi  June  last.  The  statistical  table  which  accompanies 
this  report  will  show  that  the  number  of  schools  in  this  district  is  always 
increasing. 

In  the  number  of  educational  establishments  of  all  kinds,  there  is  an 
increase  of  seventeen  over  last  year,  and  the  total  number  of  scholars  this 
year  shows  an  increase  of  seven  hundred  and  three.  The  proportion  of  the 
increase  is  thus  forty-one  scholars  for  each  school.  The  average  number  of 
scholars  in  each  school  in  this  district,  is  thirty-four,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  twenty-five. 

The  total  number  of  scholars  in  this  district  is  61^1.  Nearly  three- 
fourths  of  this  number  read  fluently,  the  half  of  the  total  number  practise 
writing  and  the  rules  of  arithmetic.  13^8  learn  grammar  ;  14*78  industrial 
linear  drawing ;  926  history,  and  364  book-keeping.  The  total  amount  of 
the  salaries  of  184  teachers  is  |19,036.00  which  gives  an  average  salary  of 

^104.00  to  each,  besides  lodging  and  heating  the  schools   and  teachers' 

apartments. 

The  extraordinary  severity  of  the  weather  last  winter  greatly  retarded 
the  progress  of  scholars  in  the  country  schools,  because  the  children  could 
not  attend  school  regularly  on  account  of  the  frequent  storms  which  ren- 
dered, the  roads  impassable.  The  continual  rain  in  the  spring  also  prevented 
a  ^eat  number  from  attending  school. 

The  same  reasons  which  prevented  scholars  from  attending  schools  have 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  make  my  visits  as  regularly  as  I  would 


rished,  As  I  had  the  honor  of  telling  you  in  a  special  report,  I  do 
lieve  it  my  duty  to  repeat  what  I  have  already  said,  in  this  report 

is  useless  to  enter  into  any  details  respecting  the  different  mnnicipa- 
ind  the  different  schools,  as  all  those  details  are  given  in  the  bnlle- 
hich  I  have  forwarded  to  you  during  the  year. 

le  number  of  scholars  who  have  attended  the  school  held  by  the 
tnd  brothers  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  at  Sherbrooke,  reached  440.  They 
i  obliged  to  open  a  new  class  in  this  institution  next  year,  because 
ims  were  overcrowded  and  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  class  w» 
ge  for  the  professors  to  obtain  all  the  success  desired. 

iglish  is  now  taught  in  the  most  advanced  class  of  the  girls'  school 
jr  the  Reverend  Sisters  of  the  Congregation  in  this  city ;  the  resalts 
isfactory. 

le  board  of  Catholic  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Richmond  hart 
tieir  two  model  schools  on  a  good  footing ;  the  English  class,  under 
ection  of  Miss  M.  Kearney,  a  pupil  of  the  Laval  Normal  school,  has 
the  most  complete  satisfaction.  Professor  Bellerose  is  engaged  w 
the  French  class  in  this  establishment  during  the  year  to  begin  on 
of  September  next.  The  Catholic  popiJation  of  the  town  of  Rich- 
encouraged  by  the  success  obtained  in  the  new  school  this  year,  hare 
1  to  take  a  step  further.  A  magnificent  brick  building,  three  storia 
vill  be  ready  next  fall  and  immediately  delivered  over  to  the  R^^e- 
lames  de  la  Congregation  Notre-Dame,  who  will  open  their  classes  on 
.  of  December  next. 

1  a  general  rale,  the  pupils  are  tolerably  well  provided  with  books 
tier  necessary  furniture,  and  in  nearly  every  school  there  are  maps. 
iphy  is  taught  in  a  more  practical  manner  than  in  the  past,  and  hie- 
in  consequence  better  understood.  I  must  congratulate  myself  upon 
Toduction  of  a  new  attendance  book,  which  I  prepared  for  the  school* 
district,  as  well  as  upon  the  system  which  I  established  last  yeiiT  of 
J  the  books  for  prizes  on  my  first  visit  to  be  given  to  the  scb  il*R 
lerit  them  on  my  second  visit. 
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The  notice  which  you  gave  to  a  great  number  of  municipalities 
that  you  were  decided  to  withdraw  the  grant  from  all  those  who  had  not 
conformed  to  your  instructions  by  removing  the  defects  and  imperfections 
which  for  a  long  time  had  been  tolerated,  had  a  wonderful  effect.  The 
corporations  threatened  hastened  to  make  the  improvements  required  in 
the  best  way  possible.  I  do  not  pretend  that  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
desired ;  on  the  contrary,  we  must  yet  wait  for  some  time  before  reaching 
perfection,  for  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  a  large  number  of  the 
cori)orations  do  not  permit  the  authorities  to  incur  any  great  expense. 
Therefore,  I  hope  that  you  will  be  lenient  in  certain  cases  where  the 
want  of  pecuniary  means  is  the  only  reason  which  retards  the  improve- 
ments and  progress  desired.  In  the  meantime,  I  hope  that  this  year's 
abundant  harvest  and  the  general  prosperity  which  is  everywhere  evident 
in  this  district  will  contribute  largely  to  the  advancement  of  education,  for 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  people  are  fully  willing,  and  that  it  is  only  the 
want  of  money  which  prevents  them  from  immediately  attaining  the  end 
which  they  have  in  view. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


M.  T.  STENSON, 

School  Inspector. 


ME.  TETRAULT. 
{Translation.) 

LonisEVlLLE,  20th  September,  1893. 


re  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in 
ction  Division  for  the  year  1882-83. 

gchoola  of  all  kinds  were  attended  by  five  thousand  six  hundred 
-four  pupils,  or  twenty-two  less  than  last  year.  This  is  due  to  the 
three  schools  which  were  usually  attended  by  about  a  hundred 
ere  closed. 

d  a  first  visit  to  all  the  schools  in  my  division,  bnt  I  could  only 
half  of  them  for  the  Becond  time.  The  continued  bad  weather 
le  whole  of  the  winter  and  a  part  of  the  spring  did  not  allow  me 
■e. 

e  are  at  present  in  this  district  one  hundred  and  nineteen  educs- 
B,blishments  of  all  kinds,  namely : — 

«8ical  college  at  Three  Rivers,  where  the  studies  commence  with 
cial  course.  This  institution,  which  has  only  been  in  operation 
years,  has  three  hundred  pupils  in  two  courses.  It  is  in  nowise 
9  the  other  institutions  of  the  same  kind,  and  it  even  has  aD 
I  over  several  of  the  latter ;  I  mean  its  commercial  course.  It  is  a 
nm  fact  that  one-half  of  those  who  commence  with  a  classical 
[y  go  half  way ;  some  leave  after  two  or  three  years,  while  others 
Little  longer.  The  result  is  that  the  young  men  being  thus  inter 
their  studies  become  incapable  of  earning  a  livebhood  while,  bj 
ing  with  a  classical  course,  the  pupils  at  the  end  of  two  yean 
lired  practical  knowlei^e,  and  are  in  a  position  to  make  their  wa; 
rid.  It  is  to  this  to  this  undeniable  advantage  that  the  nnmbc 
must  be  attributed. 
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Three  academies: — ^The  Catholic  Academies  of  Yamachiche  and  of 
Three  Rivers,  under  the  charge  of  the  Christian  Brothers,  and  the  Protestant 
Academy  or  High  School  of  the  latter  city.  These  three  institutions  have 
nearly  nine  hundred  pupils  and  give  a  good  commercial  education. 

The  two  Catholic  Academies  render  great  service  to  the  poorer  classes, 
especially  through  the  excellent  religious  education  they  give,  and  which  is 
the  special  characteristic  of  these  two  excellent  institutions. 

Seven  convents,  at  the  head  of  which  is  that  of  the  Ursulines,  in  Three 
Eivers,  the  oldest  and  the  most  important,  and  those  of  Yamachiche  and 
those  of  Pointe  du  Lac.  These  seven  convents,  scattered  throughout  the 
various  parishes  of  my  division,  give  an  excellent  education  to  nearly  eight 
hundred  girls. 

Eight  model  schools,  the  best  of  which  is  that  of  Louiseville  and  St. 
TJrsule.  All  these  schools  give  satisfaction  through  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  kept  and  the  zeal  of  those  in  charge  of  them,  although  in  some  of 
them  the  model  class  is  attended  only  by  a  limited  number  of  pupils. 

That  of  St.  Severe,  for  instance,  had  only  one  pupil  in  that  class ;  the 
youth  of  the  children  who  attend  this  school  is  the  cause  of  this. 

Ninety-seven  primary  schools : — Two  of  these  are  equal  to  the  best 
model  schools  in  this  division ;  they  are  those  of  Petit  Bois  and  Beausejour, 
at  Kiviere  du  Loup,  kept  by  Messrs.  Q-odfroid  Caron  and  Ernest  Magnan. 

Three  are  excellent : — ^Those  of  Haut'du-G-rand-Rang,  at  St.  L6on,  of  the 
sixth  Range  of  St.  Elie  and  No.  1  of  the  banlietce,  of  Three  Rivers.  These 
three  schools  may  also  compare  favorably  with  some  of  the  model  schools 
above  mentioned.  Thirty  are  good  and  are  distributed  throughout  the 
various  parishes  of  this  district,  Maskinonge  taking  the  lead.  Riviere  du 
Loup  and  Shawingan  have  the  greatest  number  of  these  good  schools. 
Thirty  are  satisfactory  and  the  remainder  are  more  or  less  weak  or  very 
inferior. 

The  number  of  indifferent  schools  has  increased  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  competent  teachers.    In  order  not  to  leave  a  good  many  schools  closed 


during  the  year  I  was  compelled  to  allow  a  certain  number  of  teacheis, 
whom  in  previous  years  I  had  recommended,  to  be  dismissed,  owing  to  thrir 
incapacity.  I  considered  that  it  was  better  to  have  an  indifferent  school 
than  to  have  none  at  all.  Although  I  allowed  these  teachers,  such  as  they 
were,  to  be  engaged,  several  schools  remained  closed  for  want  of  teachers. 

In  the  municipalities  of  St.  S6v*re,  Yamachiche  and  St.  Etienne  the 
inferior  schools  predominate,  for  the  reason  that  the  teachers  are  paid  less 
there  than  elsewhere. 

The  parishes  which  pay  their  teachers  the  best  are,  in  the  first  place. 
Maskinonge,  then  St.  Justin,  St.  Didace  and  Shawingan. 

The  school-houses  are  everywhere  in  good  order  except  at  Yamachiohe 
and  St.  Etienne,  where  I  found  several  in  a  deplorable  condition.  My  bul- 
letins have  informed  you  of  these  houses,  and  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  the 
well  deserved  remonstrances  which  I  made  to  these  municipalities  which 
are  too  indifferent  to  the  progress  of  their  schools,  will  not  remain 
unheeded. 

The  parish  of  St.  Didace,  one  of  the  poorest  in  my  division,  has  the  hftst 
school-houses.    They  are  six  in  number,  and  are  all  in  conformity  with 
regulations  governing  the  construction  of  such  houses. 

Six  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  course  of  the  year,  all  u 
plans  approved  of  by  your  Department,  which  I  myself  supplied  to 
school  commissioners.  Several  houses  have  also  been  considerably  repai 
and  I  seized  the  opportunity  to  get  them  enlarged  by  raising  the  ceili 
This  costs  but  little  {from  $15  to  $20)  and  contributes  greatly  towardfi  n 
ing  the  class-rooms  more  healthy  and  suitable. 

The  improvement  of  the  schools  is  another  of  the  reforms  which  1  v 
to  see  effected,  and  one  of  th<»e  on  which  I  insist  the  most.  To  wait  i 
these  houses  be  rebuilt  before  getting  the  ceilings  raised,  as  some  pe 
desire,  would  be  to  postpone  this  great  improvement  for  forty  years  ir 
case  of  one  half  of  the  present  school-houses. 

The  school  furniture  continues  to  improve.  Several  municipal 
amongst  others,  Maskinonge,  Riviere  da  Loup  and  St.  Barnabe,  have 
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cured  entirely  new  farniture,  and  have  expended  several  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars for  that  purpose.  The  municipality  of  St.  Justin  is  the  greatest  defaulter 
in  this  respect.  In  this  flourishing  municipality  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  get  a  complete  set  of  good  furniture  for  all  the  schools ;  the  village  is 
suitably  provided.  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  the  schools  which  had  to 
suffer  in  this  respect ;  but,  notwithstanding  your  remonstrances  to  this 
municipality,  the  desks  are  very  defective,  the  forms  have  no  backs,  and 
remain  instruments  of  torture  for  the  young  children. 

The  schools  continue  to  be  well  supplied  with  books.  It  is  true  that 
there  are  some  exceptions,  but  they  are  rare.  The  municipality  of  St^ 
Etienne  is  the  only  one  where  the  teachers  complained  of  a  lack  of  school 
supplies. 

The  secretary-treasurers*  accounts  are  generally  well  and  honestly 
kept ;  but  I  found  arrears  of  assessments  in  several  municipalities  where  I 
thought  I  had  caused  this  abuse  to  disappear  a  long  time  ago.  The  parish 
of  St.  Didace  is  not  without  reproach  in  this  respect. 

The  parish  of  St.  Etienne,  which  was  so  long  encumbered  by  debt, 
has  replaced  its  finances  on  a  good  footing  through  the  ability  and  energy  of 
its  secretary-treasurer,  to  whom  I  am  grateful  for  the  active  assistance  he 
lie  gives  me. 

The  teachers  are  pretty  regularly  paid  everywhere.  In  several  muni- 
cipalities the  salaries  are  paid  every  two  months,  as  I  have  recommended  or 
asked.  The  parish  of  Maskinonge  gives  an  example  in  this  respect  which 
I  would  like  to  see  followed  everywhere ;  it  has  not  had  one  cent  of  arrears 
for  years.  There  are  always  several  hundred  dollars  in  hand  and  the 
teachers  are  paid  monthly  or  oftener  if  they  wish  it.  This  excellent  result 
is  due  to  the  zeal  of  the  secretary-treasurer  of  this  municipality,  as  are 
also  several  useful  reforms  which  have  been  effected  in  the  municipality. 

In  the  majority  of  the  schools  the  pupils  read  and  write  well,  and  I 
xaay  say  that  in  the  teaching  of  arithmetic  there  is  a  marked  improvement, 
l>rLt  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  the  latter  branch,  and  I  cannot  help 
st&ting  that  all  the  young  teachers  are  unpardonably  weak  on  this  subject. 
G^-r ammar  is  learnt  with  very  little  benefit  by  the  boys  in  most  of  the  primary 
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The  girls  are  more  advanced  in  this  respec 
be  boys  lose  more  time  and  leave  scKool  sooi 

keeping  leaves  little  to  be  desired  wberevei 
cqaired  preliminary  knowledge. 

atistical  table  shews  a  very  satJB&ctory  incr< 

0  have  studied  the  varioos  branches  of  the 
J  over  one  hundred  in  the  most  important  and  most  xisefiil 

mnst  say  at  the  same  time  that  in  a  good  many  schools  several 
re  tanght  very  superficially  and  only  for  form's  sake.  Several 
tard  the  progress  of  primary  education.  These  causes  have 
ted  out  every  year  for  a  long  time  and  always  remain  the 
regular  attendance  at  school,  the  parsimony  which  prevails  in 
r  connected  with  the  schools,  the  want  of  the  necessary  capacity 
t  in  a  great  many  of  the  teachers,  and  the  necessity  for  competent 
ih  is  the  inevitable  result  of  the  want  of  encour^ement  given  to 
:hy  servants  of  our  country. 

rregular  attendance  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  children  find  too 
brt  and  attraction  in  the  schools,  and  also  that  few  teachers  know 
mder  their  teaching  interesting  and  to  make  their  pupils  like 

)uld  improve  the  attendance  by  giving  the  children  all  the  com- 
ihould  have,  and  by  placing  at  the  head  of  each  school  a  teacher 
d  be  worthy  of  the  important  mission  entrusted  to  him. 

nost  important  reform  to  be  effected  consists  in  increasing  the 
the  teachers  in  proportion  to  their  acquirements. 

e  to  congratulate  the  teachers  of  my  division,  as  a  body,  upon  the 
lyed  by  most  of  them  in  the  management  of  the  schools.  All  an 
ssful,  but  I  cannot  impute  their  want  of  success  to  voluntar 
All,  with  five  or  six  exceptions,  have  done  their  best. 

1  are  only  five  male  teachers  in  my  division.    All  deserve  honorabl 
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mention.  They  are : — Messrs.  Caron  and  Magnan,  of  whom  I  have  already 
spoken,  at  Riviere  du  Loup;  Maurice  Deleglise,  at  Louiseville;  Bruno 
Chagnon,  at  St.  Ursule;  Joseph  Lefebvre  and  Evariste  Leblanc,  at  Mas- 
kinonge. 

The  best  among  the  female  teachers  are : — Misses  Elise  Daveluy,  at  Ponte 
du  Lac:   Philomene  Jalbert,  at  St.  L6on;   Alphonsine  Giroux,   at  Three 
i        Elvers ;  Evelina  Houde,   at  Maskinonge ;  Marie  Pepin,  at  St.  Elie ;  Olive 
Lefebvre,  at  St.  Justin,  and  Elise  Laperriere,  at  Shawingan. 

Although  a  good  many  of  my  schools  are  somewhat  deficient,  I  think 
the  general  progress  is  satisfactory. 

Such  are  the  remarks  which  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  add  to  the  infor- 
mation already  sent  you  in  my  bulletins. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc. 


AMBROSE  TETRAULT, 

School  Inspector 


MR.  THOMPSON. 

Leeds,  10th  September,  188S. 


e  the  honor  to  forward  my  Annual  Eeport  on  the  Schools  of  this 
II  the  year  ending  Jnne  30th,  1883. 

aking  over  the  Graud  Statistical  Tables  {which  I  forwarded  a  fei 
you  will  see  that  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school  is  coi 
larger  than  last  year.  This  is  owing  to  my  having  included  t 
,  the  schools  of  St.  Sylvestre,  St.  Patrick,  St.  Giles  and  Liniere. 

!  schools  were  until  last  year  under  the  supervision  of  Inspedc 
are  now  inspected  and  reported  by  me. 

rally  speaking,  the  schools  of  this  District  have  improved  (.■onsic 
ring  the  year.  The  elementary  teachers  have  improved  vei 
■ing  the  last  few  years.  This  is  owing  largely  to  the  facilitif 
>r  attending  the  academy  at  Inverness,  an  institution  which  hi 
managed  for  the  last  four  years,  and  also  to  the  amended  reguli 
panting  diplomas  by  the  different  Boards  of  ExamineTS.  A  goo 
!"  the  teachers  are  graduates  of  the  McGill  Normal  School.  I 
ive  you  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  state  of  the  schools  in  this  dii 
1  describe  each  municipality  separately : — 

County  of  Doechester. 

iouard,  {Frampton  West). — ^The  Dissentient  School  of  this  pla< 
aught  for  the  last  twelve  years  by  Mr.  Hugh  Dickson,  who  hi 
a  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  faiUug  health.  The  attei 
lis  school  had  considerably  diminished  during  the  last  year. 

dachie,  (Frampton  East). — There  were  two  schools  in  operation 
;ipality  at  the  time  of  my  visit  last  winter.  The  one  at  Hoiirist 
No.  1,  was  well  conducted  by  Miss  Penny,  who  has  taught  tl 
thres  years  consecutively. 
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No.  2  has  not  been  long  established  and  has  not  yet  made  much 
progress. 

The  Dissentient  School  in  the  neighboring  municipality  of  Cranboume 
has  not  been  in  operation  for  some  years,  owing  to  a  large  number  of  its 
supporters  haying  left  the  place^  There  is  also  a  small  Protestant  settle- 
ment in  the  Township  of  Standon,  in  which  a  school  was  kept  some  time 
ago.  This  has  been  discontinued,  however,  and  the  children  attend  the 
Roman  Catholic  Schools  in  the  vicinity. 

County  of  Beauce. 

Sacr6  Cceur  de  Jesus. — ^The  Dissentient  School^here  is  not  so  large  as 
formerly,  the  attendance  having  decreased  to  twenty-one.  The  trustees  did 
not  succeed  in  finding  a  teacher  for  the  summer  months. 

Liniere. — The  school  at  this  place  has  been  taught  during  the  year  by 
Miss  Margaret  Jamieson,  a  very  efficient  teacher.  The  attendance  was 
about  thirty.     Progress  very  satisfactory. 

Leeds — There  are  at  present  seven  schools  in  operation  in  this  munici- 
pality, including  the  Model  School  at  Leeds  village.  Two  school-houses  are 
in  process  of  erection.     Average  salary  of  teachers,  5jl2  per  month. 

Leeds  South. — ^There  are  also  seven  schools  in  Leeds  South.  All  are  in 
a  fair  state  of  efficiency.  The  best  is  the  one  at  Kinnear*s  Mills,  which  is 
being  taught  by  Mr.  Samuel  Stevenson.     Average  salary,  |12  per  month. 

Inverness. — There  are  in  all  thirteen  schoolsjin  Inverness,  including  an 
a<:^demy.  Nine  of  these  schools  have  been  in  operation  eight  months  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  the  remaining  four  only  four  months.  The  best  of  the 
elementary  schools  were  those  taught  by  Mr.  George  Murray,  Mr.  Dougald 
McKillop  and  Miss  Catherine  McKillop. 

The  accounts  of  the  corporation  are  well  kept  .by  the  Secretary-Trea- 
surer, W.  H.  Lambly,  Esq.,  Inverness  West. 

The  three  Protestant  schools  of  this  place  have  been  iix  operation  only 
jFour  months  during  the  past  year.  These  schools  are  all  poorly  attended 
And  not  much  progress  made  in  any  of  them. 


ud  North. — There  are  now  only  three  schools  in  Ireland  North,  bat 
kept  in  operation  eight  months  during  the  year.     Progress  satis- 

nd,  South. — Four  schools  were  in  operation  in  this  municipality 
jr.  All  better  attended  than  formerly.  The  school  commissionen 
ar  to  be  more  attentive  to  their  duties  than  in  former  years,  and 
ers  are  more  regularly  paid.  The  model  school  at  Maple  Grove 
d  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

jn. — ^There  are,  as  usual,  only  two  Protestant  schools  in  Nelson,  and 
kept  in  operation  only  daring  the  winter  months.  That  in  Dis- 
1  has  been  very  snccessful  under  the  management  of  Miss  Isabella 
an  excellent  teacher. 

erdinand  d'Halifax,  (Dissentient). — This  corporation  supports  four 
ne  of  them  only  occasionally.  The  best  is  in  District  No.  1,  taught 
Matilda  Jane  Kerr. 

iccounts  are  honestly  kept  by  Mr.  Robert  Kerr,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

iophie  d'Halifas. — There  is  only  one  Protestant  School  iu  thk 
lity.  It  is  only  with  difficulty  that  the  few  scattered  ratepayeis 
school  during  four  months  in  each  year.     Attendance,  eighteen. 

nlie  de  Somerset. — The  Dissentient  school  in  District  No.  1  was  h 
four  months  during  the  past  year,  and  was  taught  by  Miss  Kate 
n,  who  holds  a  model  school  diploma.     The  attendance  was  oolf 

,  not  visit  the  school  at  St.  Julie  station,  as  it  is  now  attended  by 
ry  few  Protestant  children,  the  majority  being  Roman  Catholics. 

County  of  "Wolfe. 

h  Ham. — Two  Protestant  schools  were  in  operation  in  this  muni- 
irhen  I  visited  it  last  winter.     No.  1  was  attended  by  only  nine 

3  was  an'attendance  of  twenty-eight  in  District  No.  2.  The 
jf  ere  not  far  advanced  but  appeared  to  be  progressing  very  wall 
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The  Protestants  of  South  Ham  have  never  dissented  and  are  well  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  their  school  affairs  are  managed  by  the  school 
commissioners. 

Weedon. — ^The  Dissentient  school  of  this  municipality  has  ceased  to 
exist.  The  children  in  the  district  now  attend  school  in  the  neighboring 
municipality  of  Lingwick. 

Whitton. — At  the  time  of  my  last  visit  to  this  place  only  two  of  the 
schools  were  in  operation.  The  schools  of  Spring  Hill  and  Marsboro  were 
closed  on  account  of  sickness  in  the  neighborhood. 

Hampden. — The  model  school  here  is  taught  by  Miss  Alice  Stafford, 
who  holds  a  model  school  diploma  from  the  McGrill  Normal  School. 

The  other  schools  were  closed  |at  the  time  of  my  visit  on  account  of 
diphtheria,  but  have  since  re-opened. 

» 

South  Winslow. — There  are  in  all  five  schools  in  this  municipality. 
FoUT  of  them  were  in  operation  at  the  time,  of  my  visit.  The  one  at  the 
village  of  Stomoway,  taught  by  Miss  Anna  M.  Cameron,  is  by  far  the  best, 
and  is  superior  to  many  of  the  model  schools.     The  others  are  well  attended. 

The  taxes  are  regularly  collected  and  teachers  well  paid  by  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, John  A.  McDonald. 

Lingwick. — ^The  municipality  of  Lingwick  supports  seven  schools,  one 
of  them  being  a  model  school.  All  of  these  schools  were  in  operation  at 
the  time  of  my  last  visit.  The  best  of  the  elementary  schools  were  those 
taught  by  Misses  Harriet  Young  and  Jessie  M.  Bottom. .  The  model  school 

well  conducted  by  Miss  Bella  French. 


The  average  salary  of  the  teachers  in  this  municipality  is  $125  per  year. 
The  accounts  are  honestly  kept  by  Mr.  Alexander  McKay. 

County  of  Lotbiniere. 

St.  Sylvestre. — The  dissentients  here  support  only  one  school,  which  is 

St  xnodel  school,  and  has  been  taught  for  some  time  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Over- 

ixkgy  A  graduate  of  the  McQ-ill  Normal  School.    This  teacher  has  given  much 
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satisfaction  daring  the  time  she  has  taught  in  St.  Sylvestre,  and  is  in'ortliy 
of  special  mention  for  her  efficiency  and  zeid. 

St.  Patrick. — There  are  two  schools  belonging  to  the  Dissentient  Cor- 
poration of  St.  Patrick,  both  of  them  well  attended-  Miss  Smith,  who  is  an 
excellent  teacher  had  charge  of  No,  1  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  No.  2  was 
closed  on  account  of  the  teacher  having  left,  but  is  now  again  in  operation. 

St.  Giles.— A  small  school  was  kept  in  this  place  last  v 
attendance  being  only  fifteen.  The  teacher,  Miss  Ellen  Winn  h 
class  model  school  diploma. 

Trusting  that  the  above  sketch  along  with  the  bulletins  of 
and  grand  statistical  table  will  be  sufficient  to  give  you  a  corre 
the  state  of  education  in  this  district. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


WM.  THOMPSOI 
/nspector  oj 
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MR.  TREMBLAY. 

(Gaspe). 

(Translation), 

Anse  a  Q-RI&-FOND,  15th  September,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  as  well  as  the  statistics  as  to 
education  in  this  country  for  the  school  year  1882-83. 

I  will  briefly  run  over  certain  propositions  which  have  not  escaped 
your  vigilance  and  to  which  you  have  already  called  the  attention  of  the 
authorities,  namely  : 

1.  To  press  the  payment  of  the  school  taxes,  by  levying  a  sufficiently 
heavy  interest  on  the  balance  due. 

2.  To  api)ortion  the  grant  according  to  the  average  attendance  of 
children  at  school. 

3.  To  give  the  Commissioners  the  power  of  supplying  t&e  schools 
vrith  all  school  necessaries.  We  might  add,  without  omitting  the  fuel, 
which  is  generally  very  badly  supplied. 

4.  To  grant  the  Superintendent  power  to  appoint  the  school  commis- 
sioners. These  appointments  are  strangely  delayed,  so  much  so  that  any 
one  who  takes  an  interest  in  the  matter  might  be  led  to  believe  that  it  is 
-something  quite  out  of  the  way,  instead  of  an  important  appointment. 

I  am  persuaded  that  an  amendment,  which  alone  would  be  worth 
several  others  and  which  would  have  a  very  good  effect,  would  be  to  com- 
pel each  secretary-treasurer  to  collect  all  the  school  taxes,  send  the  amount 
with  the  account  to  the  Department  who  would  pay  the  teacher  upon  the 
joint  report  of  the  curi  and  the  inspector.  It  is  true  that  this  would  entail 
an  increase  of  work  and  additional  expense  but  there  would  be  a  great 
compensation  for  it. 
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5.  To  euconrage  by  all  lawful  means  at  our  disposal,  the  circolation  oi 
the  "Journal  de  I'lustruction  pnblique  "  and  of  "  L'enseignement  pri- 
maire." 

I  wiU  now  add  the  following  : 

%f  On  the  6th  September  1856,  I  fonnd  myself  in  my  capacity  of  teacher 

Mi  in  this  country  where  there  was,  as  yet,  no  school  in  operation  although 

^  formerly  one  would    occasionally  meet  some  so-called  school-master,  a 

h  wandering  teacher  whom  the  force  of  circumstances  would  bring  forward 

^' .  for  a  time  and  even  this  was  the  case  only  in  four  or  five  localities,  and 

!g    '  there  were  only  as  many  missionaries  scattered  over  an  average  area  of 

f';  forty-eight  miles  in  G-asp6,  where  there  are  now  more  than  fifteen  prints 

%',  and  five  ministers.     I  engaged  myeelf  at  Gtrande  Riviere  which  was  the 

^,'  first  to  submit  with  good  grace  to  the  system  of  compulsory  taxation.  This 

?*:  good  example  was  gradually  followed  by  the  neighboring  municipalities 

i  and  afterwards  through  the  county.     I  taught  at  Grande  Riviere  in  the 

^  same  school  house  for  five  consecutive  years  and  having  been  afterwatik 

|;  appointed  inspector,  1  have  been  able  to  compile  the  following  statif 

■  '  On  the  sixth  September  1856  a  regular  school  was  opened  at  t 

tl  In  1857  there  were  11  schools  attended  by  456  pupils. 

;;,  In  1861        do  18  do  731      do 

Ji:  In  1882        do  84  do  (19  Protestant)     2,564     do. 

K' 

^.■'  The  proportionate  progress  in  the  various  branches  of  edncatioj 

,".,  be  inferred  from  this. 

1,.  These  figures  require  no  comment ;  they  show  in  an  undeniable  n 

L  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  a  quarter  of  a  century.    It  i 

markable  revolution  which,  considering  its  starting  point,  has  perha 

been  surpassed  in  any  part  of  the  province. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


THOMAS  TREMBLAY, 

SchflottHSpe 
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MR.  TEEMBLAY. 

(Charlevoix). 

(IVandation) 

Baie  St.  Paul,  15th  August,  188S. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  first  inspection  report  on  the  state  of 
the  schools  in  the  county  of  Charlevoix  for  the  school  year  1882-83. 

I  have  already  sent  you  my  grand  statistical  table  and  my  inspection 
bulletins.  As  the  latter  show,  in  detail,  the  state  of  the  school  houses,  of 
the  furniture,  of  the  maps,  the  Secretary-treasurers'  accounts,  etc.,  the  capa- 
city and  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  and  the  manner  in  which  each  school 
is  kept  and  the  process  made  in  it,  I  will  simply  add  the  following  re- 
marks. 

There  are  in  the  county  of  Charlevoix,  15  muiwcipalities  subdivided 
into  67  districts  containing  79  school  houses  ;  of  these  79  school  houses,  6 
belong  to  the  Commissioners,  8  are  supplied  by  the  rate-payers  gratuitously 
or  for  a  slight  remuneration ;  there  are  two  convents  where  schools  under 
control  are  kept  and  8  houses  in  which  independent  schools  are  kept. 
Amongst  the  latter  are  the  two  of  la  Baie  St.  Paul  and  Malbaie  which, 
under    the  able  management  of  the  Nuns,  still  maintain  their  reputa- 
tion.    I  should  remark,  in  passing,  that  in  these  two  institutions,  writing 
is  very  well  taught  as  is  also  drawing  maps  on  the  black  board.    Most  of 
the  teax^hers  in  the  county  are  trained  in  this  convent. 

The  total  number  of  schools  of  all  kinds  is  82  attended  by  3,163  pupils, 
1,506  girls  and  1,657  boys.  The  average  attendance  is  2,343.  These  82 
classes  are  classified  as  follows  : 

74  primary  schools,  68  of  wWch  are  under  the  control  of  commissioners 
and  6  are  independent ;  they  are  attended  by  2,619  boys  and  1,406  girls. 
The  average  attendance  is  1,914. 


'^ 


6  model  schools,  2  for  boya,  1  for  girls  and  8  mixed.  These  6  schools 
have  362  pupils  and  2'78  attend  regularly. 

Two  academies,  one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls.  They  have  182  pupils, 
70  boys  and  112  girls.     156  pupils  attend  regularly. 

I  inspected  these  schools  with  the  greatest  possible  care  and  nearly 
always  in  company  with  the  cur4  or  of  some  of  the  commissioners  or  rate- 
payers of  the  district ;  I  also  took  many  notes  on  the  teachers'  method  of 
teaching,  the  material  condition  of  the  schools  and  the  Becretary-treasurere' , 
accounts,  which  will  better  enable  me  to  judge  whether  my  advice  and 
recommendations  have  been  carried  out  and  if  there  has  been  really  any 
progress  in  each  school. 

Most  of  the  schools,  particularly  in  the  principal  centres,  are  intelli- 
gently and  snccesfuUy  taught,  but  unfortunately  too  many  schools  are  still 
met  with,  where  lessons  are  recited  by  heart  without  sufficient  explana- 
tions ;  by  this  method  the  children  learn  without  understanding,  which 
does  them  no  permanent  good.  I  strongly  protested  against  this  bad  habit 
by  showing  how  the  fault  could  be  avoided. 

Reading  with  explanations  is  almost  unknown  in  these  schooli 
strongly  advised  the  teachers  to  endeavor  to  develop  the  intelligenc 
the  pupils  by  this  kind  of  reading  lessons,  by  practical  applications  o; 
rules  of  grammar  and  arithmetic  on  the  black  board  and  by  suitable  quest 

The  teaching  of  geography,  Canadian  history  and  mental  arithmel 
still  defective  in  some  schools ;  but  I  noticed  with  pleasure  that  there 
.a  sufficient  important  change,  especially  in  the  teaching  of  mental  a 
metic. 

Writing  is  generally  neglected ;  but  we  should  not  attach  too  n 
blame  to  the  teacher,  for  frequently  the  children  have  only  bad  pape 
write  on  or  they  have  none  at  all  for  a  part  of  the  year. 

You  have  probably  noticed  that  the  obligatory  subjects  are  not  tai 
as  they  should  be  and  the  reason  is  that  so  long  as  the  children  have 
made  their  first  communion,  the  parents  are  opposed  to  their  lear 
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anything  but  their  catechism  and  when  they  have  made  their  first  com- 
munion they  are  taken  from  school.  Owing  to  this  it  is  very  difficult  to 
comply  with  the  curriculum. 

The  average  attendance  is  not  what  it  should  be  and  this  is  due  to 
the  apathy  and  neglect  of  certain  parents  who  have  no  hesitation  in  making 
their  children  miss  school  for  trifling  reasons.  In  one  school  the  teacher 
taught  on  152  days  and  I  find  on  the  list  absences  of  115,  112,  104,  95,  etc., 
days  ;  even  the  most  regular  pupil  was  absent  43>iays.  If  a  prize  be  given 
for  regular  attendance  in  such  a  school  it  is  undoubtedly  with  a  view  to 
the  future,  and  if  the  rate-payers  tell  you  that  there  is  no  perceptible  pro- 
gress, it  is  easy  to  find  an  answer  for  them. 

Besides,  the  children  have  not  the  necessary  articles  during  the  few 
days  they  are  at  school ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  this  is  due  to  poverty, 
which  is  a  powerful  factor  in  many  municipalities. 

While  on  this  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  the  following 
municipalities  :  Callieres  (Bale  des  Eochers),  DeSales,  St.  Hilarion,  la  Petite 
Riviere  St.  Placide  ;  the  two  former  especially  require  special  assistance. 

Another  of  the  principal  causes  of  slow  progress  is  the  too  frequent 
change  of  teachers  in  certain  municipalities.  To  save  a  few  dollars,  the 
children  are  sometimes  made  to  lose  a  year's  schooling.  A  good,  able, 
intelligent  and  experienced  teacher  is  put  aside  and  replaced  by  a  young 
girl  of  eighteen,  without  experience  and  often  without  any  taste  for  the 
work  ;  but  she  offers  her  serv'ices  at  a  lower  figure  and  that  is  enough  to 
ensure  her  being  engaged.  It  is  hard  to  understand  how  precious  time  can 
be  so  heedlessly  wasted,  but  we  must  hope  that  such  a  state  of  affairs  will 
not  last  long  and  that  we  will  succeed  in  making  people  understand  the 
great  disadvantage  of  changing  teachers,  and  of  engaging  them  at  low 
salaries.    This  exists  only  in  a  few  parishes,  but  even  that  is  too  much. 

As  a  rule  I  have  been  satisfied  with  the  secretary-treasurers'  accounts, 
some  have  not  yet  adopted  the  clear  and  precise  method  recommended  by 
the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  but  I  hope 
that  before  long  it  will  be  followed  everywhere. 


The  teacherB  are  regularly  paid  ;  to  do  this  the  rate-payers  must  make 
it  their  duty  to  pay  their  assessments  punctually. 

Some  municipalities  were  a  little  in  arrear,  but  a  chimge  of  secretsry- 
treasurer  generally  suffices  to  put  the  affairs  on  a  good  footing ;  such  an 
officer  is  a  very  important  one  for  a  school  corporation. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  school  commissioners  in  general, 
have  everywhere  shown  zeal  -and  interest  in  the  advancement  of  educa- 
tion in  their  municipalitty.  They  appeared  to  me  to  take  in  good  part  all 
the  recommendations  I  made  to  them. 

I  notice  with  pleasure  that  nearly  all  the  schools,  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three  municipalities,  are  provided  with  maps  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada. 

Agriculture  and  drawing  are  not  taught  in  very  many  schools,  bat  I 
hope  to  get  this  done  everywhere,  in  spite  of  the  prejudices  of  some  people 
who  think  drawing  useless  and  who  consider  themselves  better  able  U) 
teach  agriculture  than  any  teacher ;  fortunately  these  people  are  not  the 
most  influential. 

In  next  year's  report  I  will  have  the  pleasure  of  giving  the  names  nf 
the  teachers  who  succeed  the  best. 


I  had  much  pleasure  in  finding  that  some  of  the  teachers  have  18. 
and  13  yefo^  practice.    This  is  a  good  certificate  in  their  favor  for,  they 
must  have  not  merely  done  only  their  duty,  but  even  much  more  and 
proves  that  these  persons  possess  the  requisite  qualities  to  secure  for 
teacher  the  respect  of  the  children  and  the  confidence  of  the  parents. 

Throughout  my  district  all  are  anxious  to  meet  the  vsishes  of 
Department  by  complying  with  the  school  laws  and  patting  your  inst 
tions  and  those  of  the  inspector  into  practice. 

I  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  cur^,  the  commissioners,  the  se 
tary-treasurers  and  the  rate-payors  who  kindly  left  their  occupation! 
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accompany  me  when  I  made  my  inspections,  thereby  showing  the  interest 
they  take  in  the  education  of  youth. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


THS.  TREMBLAY, 

School  inspector. 


MR.  VIEN. 
(Translation.) 


Lauzon,  8th  September,  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  yearly  report  for  1882-83. 


Like  last  year  I  give  you  a  comparative  statement,  with  respect  to  the 
most  important  branches,  of  the  results  of  last  year  and  those  of  previous 
ones  ;  it  is  the  shortest  way  of  giving  you  a  synopsis  of  my  grand  statistical 
table. 


Grammar 

History     

Arithmetic 

Book-keeping  .... 

Oeographj 

Writinpr 

Agricultare 

Industrial  drawing 


1409 
1070 
2900 
235 
705 
3119 


1678 
1204 
3215 
343 
817 
3358 


682 


695 


545 


681 


Increase. 

1882.83. 

169 

1589 

134 

1480 

315 

3933 

108 

395 

112 

906 

239 

4045 

13 

609 

36 

1012 

Increase* 

11 
176 
718 

62 

88 
687 

Decrease 

86 

Increase. 

431 


I 


rou  may  see  there  has  been  since  a  year  constant  progress  as  to 

to  quality  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  repeat  what  I  have 
said  in  mv  inspection  bulletins. 

total  number  of  children  who  attended  School  last  year  was  5,295 ; 
it  is  5,768,  an  increase  of  431. 

School  Houses. 
16  a  year,  ten  school  houses  have  been  built  and  about  as  many 
B  being  built.    They  are  not  all  such  as  I  would  have  wished  to 
jm,  but  there  is,  at  least,  an  improvement  and  I  appreciate  this 
1  the  more  that  it  is  the  fruit  of  much  labor. 

Furniture. 
3  has  also  been  slightly  improved ;  benches  without  backs  are  gra- 
lisappearing ;    inclined  desks  are    succeeding  flat  tables,  but  ii 
admitted  that  this  does  not  suit  every  taste. 

;h  still  remains  to  be  done ;  books  are  wanting  in  many  schools:  ia 
sees  copy-books  are  obtained  only  after  repeated  solicitations ;  there 
ly  any  slates  or  arithmetics  and  no  dictionaries. 

iustitutions  of  all  kinds  comprised  in  my  district  are  claasifieilii 


ommercial  college,  four  academies,  two  model  schools  and  one 
and  fifty- five  primary  schools ;  in  all  sixty-two  schools,  with  a 
iue  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  both  lay  and  religious. 

ive  to  bear  testimony  to  the  indefatigable  zeal  displayed  by  moBt 
lembers  of  the  clergy  in  my  division  in  favor  of  education. 

School  Commissioners. 
tiough  I  remarked  that  many  were  very  willing,  a  large  numbs, 
to  state,  did  not  display  much  zeal ;  in  the  first  place  by  not  acct  m* 
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panying  me  when  I  made  my  inspections  and  in  the  second  place  by  not 
inspecting  their  schools  semi-annually  as  required  by  law. 

In  the  first  instance  inability  or  want  of  time  was  the  excuse,  in  the 
second  I  was  unable  to  find  out  the  motive  which  hindered  them  from 
performing  so  important  a  duty. 

Teachers. 

The  religious  communities  in  my  division  are,  as  in  the  past,  on  an 
excellent  footing  and  continue  to  deserve  the  reputation  they  enjoy. 

The  model  schools  kept  by  the  Misses  Grarant  at  St.  Joseph  are  also  on 
a  very  good  footing.  Amongst  the  primary  schools  there  are  many  highly 
recommendable  but  the  small  salaries,  the  uncertainty  of  the  teacher's 
position,  the  great  number  of  incapables  who  offer  their  services  at  reduced 
rates,  are  so  many  obstacles  to  progress  in.  education. 

Latterly,  as  the  number  of  the  incapables  has  decreased  by  the 
emigration  to  the  United  States,  a  certain  number  of  schools  have  re- 
mained closed  during  several  months  and  some  even  during  the  whole 
school  year. 

To  avoid  this  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  only  one  way  and  that  is  to  fix 
a  reasonable  minimum  for  salaries  and  afterwards  comi)el  the  pupils  who 
leave  the  normal  schools  to  fulfill  the  obligations  they  contracted  when 
they  were  admitted.    • 

As  a  proof  of  the  necessity  of  fixing  such  minimum,  I  append  a  table 
of  the  teachers'  salaries  in  my  division  which  exactly  shows  the  painful 

fact : 

« 

St.  Elz6ar i^Sl  50 

St.  S6verin 60  00 

■ 

St.  Frederic 66  qO 

St.  Patrice SI  00 

St.  Sylvestre *78  00 

St.  Pierre 14  00 


'w:i^' 
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,^.* 


» 
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>> 


Sacr^  CoBur  de  Marie 56  50 

do            J6su8 46  00 

St.  Victor 68  50 

St.  Ephrem  63  00 

St.  Evariste ;..  77  50 

St.  Honor6 60  00 

St.  Georges 66  00 

St.  Come 66  00 

St.  Martin 88  00 

Ste.  Marie 64  00 

St.  Joseph Y6  00 

St.  Francis 68  00 

St.  Anges 52  00 

Strange  to  say,  St.  Martin  which  is  about  the  poorest  municipality  in 
this  division,  pays  one  of  the  highest  salaries  :  this  needs  no  comment. 

With  my  inspection  bulletins  this  report  will,  I  think,  be  sufficient 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  my  district  and  enable  you  to  make  the 
reforms  so  ardently  desired  by  the  better  class  of  our  population. 

I  hare  the  honor,  etc^ 

G.  S.  VIEN, 

School  In^}ector. 


\ 
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ME.  O'BRIEN. 
{Trandation.) 

Tadousac,  1th  November,  1882. 


Sir, 


In  conformity  with  the  orders  which  I  received  from  you  in  your 
letter  No.  5tl,  dated  the  8th  June  1883,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you 
my  inspection  report  for  the  current  year. 

As  you  know,  my  division  includes  the  entire  county  of  Saguenay, 
which  alone  is  almost  a  whole  province.  The  inspection  of  schools  in  loca- 
lities so  distant  one  from  the  other  and  deprived  of  easy  communication 
necessarily  requires  much  time  and  thus  obliges  me  to  prepare  my  report 
at  the  last  minute. 

The  first  school  which  I  visited  was  school  No.  1  of  Tadousac,,  kept 
by  Miss  Mathilda  Boucher.  In  my  last  report,  I  rendered  full  justice  to 
the  talents  of  this  teacher  and  this  year  it  is  my  duty  to  state  that  she 
still  deserves  all  the  praise  she  has  already  received. 

I  assisted  at  the  public  examination  of  this  school  on  the  15th  of  June 
last  in  company  with  the  commissioners,  and  the  children's  parents.  The 
examination  was  satisfactory.  Much  trouble  had  evidently  been  taken  to 
teach  the  English  language,  because  I  saw  a  couple  of  programmes  drawn 
up  in  that  language.    The  conduct  of  the  children  is  excellent. 

Following  my  instructions.  Miss  Boucher  has  given  particular  care  to 
the  teaching  of  arithmetic  since  last  year  ;  and  there  has  been  considerable 
progress.  Writing  is  not  all  that  might  be  desired ;  I  suggested  the  adop- 
tion of  a  new  method  and  another  set  of  copy-books  with  models. 

The  class  has  been  attended  this  year  by  56  children.  The  parents 
continue  to  give  proof  of  their  zeal  for  education  and  although  poor  they 
punctually  pay  their  school  dues. 

At  the  place  called  ''Moulin  k  Baude,"  at  about  three  miles  from 
Tadousac  Chapel  is  school  No.  2  under  the  direction  of  Miss  L.  Boivin. 
I  inspected  this  school,  accompanied  by  the  commissioners  of  the  district. 
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The  result  was  satisfactory.  The  teaching  of  arithmetic  is  not  altogether 
what  it  might  be,  but  the  teacher  told  me  she  would  adopt  a  better  method. 
The  commissioners  had  promised  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit  to  fit  up 
another  place  for  the  school  but  unfortunately  nothing  was  done. 

The  pupils  attend  school  pretty  regularly,  but  the  parents  delay  too 
much  in  paying  the  small  contributions  imposed  by  law.  I  must  however 
add  that  this  is  the  first  time  there  has  been  any  complaint  in  this  respect. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Albert  (in  the  Tadousac  mission) 
opened  a  primary  school  last  fall  at  the  place  called  Grrand  Brule.  It  was 
placed  under  Miss  Eveline  Hovington's  charge.  Although  she  has  no 
diploma,  she  has  been  very  successful  in  her  teaching.  She  is  evidently 
attached  to  the  children  and  the  parents,  as  well  and  the  commissioners, 
expressed  their  satisfaction  to  me. 

The  poverty  of  the  people  compels  Miss  Hovington  to  be  satisfied 
with  a  modest  salary,  but  she  is  promised  an  increase  for  next  year. 

The  number  of  children  of  both  sexes  who  attend  the  school  is  30. 
Books  and  other  school  necessaries  are  wanting,  but  these  wants  are  to  be 
supplied. 

A  suitable  school  house  is  also  being  built  as  the  present  place  is  too 
small  for  the  number  of  pupils. 

On  the  west  bank  of  the  Saguenay  river  but  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  of  the  same  name,  is  the  place  called  Riviere  aux  Canards,  in  which 
there  is  a  school  municipality.  The  only  school  is  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  E.  Girard  who  holds  a  primarj'  school  diploma.  I  inspected  this 
school  on  the  19th  of  June  last  and  the  result  was  fairly  satisfactory.  The 
teacher  complains  of  the  irregular  attendance  of  the  children. 

This  irregular  attendance  is  the  obstacle  which  impedes  the  progress 
of  popular  education  in  the  country,  and  an  amount  of  labor  is  wasted  by 
the  teachers  owing  to  the  mania  which  the  parents  have  of  keeping  their 
children  at  home  for  the  most  trifling  reasons.  And  the  teacher  is  blamed 
for  the  child's  groys  ignorance. 
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The  school  building  at  La  Riviere  aux  Canards  is  spacious  and  com- 
fortable. The  rate  payers  fulfill  their  school  obligations  properly.  At  my 
suggestion  they  promised  to  increase  the  teacher's  salary  which  was  only 
sixty-four  dollars. 

At  Grand  Bergeronnes,  about  eleven  or  twelve  miles  to  the  west  of 
Tadousac,  I  inspected  a  school  kept  by  a  teacher  who  has  no  diploma, 
Miss  Alice  Michaud.  This  school  was  kept  in  the  public  room  of  Grandes 
Bergeronnes  mission,  although  at  a  short  distance  from  it  there  was  a  spe- 
cial school  house.  The  misundei  standing  between  these  good  people,  who, 
in  other  respects  are  very  zealous  in  the  cause  of  education,  is  sufficient  to 
explain  this  state  of  ajQTairs. 

A  Miss  Philomene  Tremblay  taught  school  in  this  school  house  up  to 
July  1882.  At  Bond§sir  situate  2  miles  further  East,  there^is  also  a  school 
which  was  closed  in  1882.  I  was  called  upon  by  the  two  places,  Grandes 
Bergeronnes  and  Bondfesir,  to  decide  upon  certain  questions  of  school  sites, 
etc.  I  made  a  special  report  on  these  difficulties  which  I  submitted  to 
your  department  on  the  third  of  July  last.  Mr.  Fabb^  Parent,  the  worthy 
€ur6  of  Escoumains  whose  zeal  in  the  interest  of  education  I  have  already 
had  occasion  to  mention,  ably  seconded  my  efforts  to  restore  peace  and  good 
feeling  between  the  rate-payers  of  Grandes  Bergeronnes  and  Bond^sir.  As 
I  write  these  lines  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  the  schools  in  both  localities 
are  working  well. 

At  Escoumains,  when  I  made  my  round  of  inspection  in  July  last,  I 
found  the  model  school  of  the  village  closed  since  the  month  of  February. 
Miss  Caron,  the  late  teacher,  had  left  very  pleasant  recollections  of  her 
ability  and  success.  The  school  was  re-opened  in  August  last  and  is  well 
taught. 

Miss  Lfeonide  Paradis  teaches  the  school  at  Bourg  Boissonnault,  about 
a  mile  from  Escoumains.  The  classes  were  opened  in  September  1882 
through  the  personal  sacrifices  of  Mr.  Parant,  the  curi.  Miss  Paradis  is 
fairly  competent  although  she  has  no  diploma.  I  inspected  this  school  on 
the  3rd  July  with  Eev.  Mr.  Parant  and  the  commissioners.  The  result  of 
the  examination  was  satisfactory  on  the  whole.    The  school  house  is  well 


situated  and  suited  for  its  purpose.    There  are  no  maps  and  but  few  Bchool 
necessaries  ;  but  these  are  to  be  supplied. 

There  is  a  school  at  Sanlt-au-Mouton  under  Miss  Savard.  I  was 
unable  to  inspect  this  eehool  owing  to  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  day 
fixed  for  the  inspection.  Mr.  Tremblay,  the  cuiri  of  St.  Paul,  Mille  Vaches. 
who  presided  at  the  public  eiamination  held  on  the  4th  of  July,  praised 
the  teacher  and  her  pupils  to  me. 

The  parents  are  zealous  and  the  children,  to  the  number  of  32,  & 
school  regularly.  I  obtained  the  necessary  information  from  the  coi 
sioners. 

When  I  made  my  inspection  on  the  5th  of  July,  school  No.  1 
Paul  de  Mille  Vachee  had  been  closed  for  a  year. 

Thanks  to  the  zeal  and  devotedness  of  Kev.  Mr.  Tremblay  and  o 
A.  Piuze,  Esq.,  a^-worthy  citizen  of  the  place,  a  new  school  had  been  o] 
about  three  miles  to  the  East  of  the  church  and  placed  under  an  exc 
teacher,  Miss  D.  Quinn,   whose  classes  were  attended  by   about  i 
fe  .  children  and  the  parents  appeared  satisfied  with  the  progress  made  \ 

pupils.  » 

K,  I  tried  to  establish  another  school  within  the  limits  of  St.  Pa 

p.  ■  Mille  Vachee,  namely  at  the  fplace  called  Baie  des  Bacons  in  the  4th 

£'  of  the  township  of  Iberville.    A  place  was  to  be  provided  and  a  te 

C^.  -  engaged  this  fall. 

Miss  Pinault  is  still  in  charge  of  the  school  kept  at  Sault-au-Cc 
It  had  been  closed  for  several  months.  I  inspected  it  in  the  beginni 
July,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Harper,  chairman  of  the  School  Board, 
were  but  few  pupils,  but  they  passed  a  fair  examination.  The  teat;] 
competent  and  anzions  to  keep  a  good  school.  It  has  not  been  d( 
advisable  to  enlai^e  the  school  house  as  I  had  recommended  last  yet 
is  hard  to  believe  how  many  school  commissioners  we  meet  who  pi 
everything  and  do  nothing. 

When  I  came  to  inspect  the  Bersimis  school  I  found  it  closed,  the  t« 
Leblanc  for  some  trifling  reason  had  prematurely  given  holidays  t 
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pupils.  It  is  only  fair  to  add  that  this  teacher  can  teach  well.  The  com- 
missioners and  the  parents  would  have  liked  to  re-engage  her,  but  they 
were  unsuccessful.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Desjardins,  cuH  of  Bersimis,  is  very 
zealous  in  the  cause  of  education. 

A  considerable  distance  separates  Bersimis  from  Pointe-aux- Esquimaux, 
on  the  Labrador  coast  proper  and  there  has  been  but  one  school  kept  since 
my  last  visit,  at  Seven  Islands.  Mr.  Edouard  Vigneault  had  a  voluntary 
class  in  that  place  which  was  attended  by  about  thirty  children.  He  is  an 
old  pupil  of  the  Quebec  Normal  School  and  never  loses  an  opportunity  of 
devoting  himself  to  teaching,  without  hope  of  reward.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Des- 
jardins who  is  in  charge  of  these  distant  missions  of  Seven  Islands,  Moisie, 
etc.,  has  undertaken  the  task  of  organizing  a  school  at  Moisie  for  this 
winter  and  I  think  that  it  is  now  an  accomplished  fact. 

I  concluded  my  report  for  1882  by  saying  that  a  new  era  had  been 
inaugurated  in  the  Grulf  region  by  the  appointment  of  Monsignor  Boss^ 
as  Apostolic  Prefect  and  that  this  eminent  ecclesiastic  was  destined  to  give  a 
great  impetus  to  education  on  the  Labrador  coast,  and,  in  his  last  pastoral 
letter  he  had  declared  his  intention  of  founding  a  convent  at  La  Pointe-aux- 
Esquimaux  and  spoke  at  length  of  the  question  of  popular  education,  etc. 

I  now  send  you  the  interesting  report  of  Monsignor  Bosse  on  the  state 
of  education  on  the  North  shore  and  on  the  improvements  which  his  zeal 
and  experience  suggest  for  the  future.  You  will  find  in  this  work,  which 
js  intended  for  publication,  all  the  necessary  information  and  statistics  re- 
lating to  the  school  at  La  Pointe  aux  Esquimaux,  Natashquan,  Anticosti,  etc. 
This  is  the  report : 

Sir, 

My  first  care  when  I  assumed  charge  of  this  vast  prefecture  was  to 
ascertain  the  position  of  school  matters.  I  was  firmly  resolved  to  put 
everything  on  the  best  possible  footing  ;  but  the  general  poverty  and  isola- 
tion of  the  majority  of  our  fishermen  do  not  permit  us  to  obtain  great. 
results. 
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POINTE-AUX-ESQUIMATTX. 

lo.  At  the  exi)ense  of  very  great  sacrifices,  2  primary  schools  were  mam- 
tained  here  at  a  cost  of  |160  each.  This  is  too  much  for  a  primary  school 
where  only  one  language  is  taught  unless  the  under-teacher's  salary  be 
included.  I  therefore  engaged  for  school  No.  2  an  excellent  teacher  holding 
a  diploma  from  Laval  Normal  School,  for  $140. 

Each  school  is  attended  by  80  children  and  twice  that  number  are 
running  about  the  streets.  There  are  enough  children  to  fill  four  schoob 
and  the  means  are  only  sufficient  for  two.  The  commissioners  were  com- 
pelled to  pass  a  draconian  law ;  only  two  children  in  every  family  are 
admitted  to  the  school.  This  is  very  hard  upon  the  founders  of  this  parish, 
those  hardy  Acadians  who  made  such  sacrifices  in  order  to  farther  the 
interests  of  this  locality.  A  law  forbids  them  to  send  their  children  to 
school  in  this  age  when  compulsory  education  is  the  order  of  the  day. 

This  law  of  necessity  is  opposed  to  the  law  of  nature  and  in  a  case 
like  the  present,  over-rules  it :  necessUds  rum  habet  legem.  It  follows  that 
the  parents  desire  to  send  all  their  children  successively  to  school  and  they 
remain  too  short  a  time  to  acquire  even  the  rudiments  of  elementary  edu- 
cation. 

The  result  is  deplorable.  I  am  endeavoring  to  collect  the  necessary 
means  to  build  an  academy  and  a  convent  for  the  more  advanced  pupDs ; 
the  present  schools  would  be  sufficient  for  the  remainder,  by  not  taking 
the  children  under  Y  years  of  age.  To  do  this  we  will  have,  next  year, 
three  nuns  to  take  charge  of  No.  1  school,  and  I  will  buy  a  house  for 
their  private  residence. 

I  have  spoken  to  my  parishioners  of  a  convent  and  an  academy.  My 
remarks  have  been  endorsed  by  you,  as  inspector,  and  by  all  people  who 
have  lived  in  parishes  where  there  are  convents.  Our  rate-payers  are  ready 
to  supply  the  stone  for  the  foundations  and  the  lumber  for  the  frames. 
These  two  buildings  will  be  about  50  feet,  two  storeys  high  with  a  man- 
sard roof ;  they  will  each  be  able  to  hold  about  thirty  boarders  which  will 
support  them,  besides  the  most  advanced  pupils  of  each  of  our  preset 
^choolfii,  who  will  be  taken  as  day-scholars. 
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With  the  help  of  Providence  and  the  good  will  of  the  people  these 
plans  will  be  carried  out  without  the  imposition  of  heavy  burdens. 

About  Christmas  I  made  a  general  examination,  in  company  with  the 
school  commissioners  and,  in  presence  of  a  large  number  of  the  people. 
Everything  was  satisfactory.  I  gave  prizes  for  the  past  and  for  the  future 
and  then  gave  a  holiday.  I  laid  particular  stress  upon  the  multiplication 
tables,  reading  with  explanations,  Sacred  History  with  explanations,  a  na- 
tural tone  in  reading  and  on  observing  the  habits  of  good  society. 

Object  lessons  should  be  introduced,  for  there  are  many  expressions 
used  in  agricultural  parishes  which  are  quite  unknown  in  these  fishing 
stations.  Thus  for  instance  I  found  that  none  of  the  pupils  could  tell  me 
what  pasturage  meant. 

I  have  found  some  very  intelligent  children  who  were  very  anxious 
to  learn. 

About  thirty  in  each  school  know  how  to  write.  To  excite  their  emu- 
lation I  distributed  gratuitously  several  books  and  a  good  deal  of  paper, 
ink,  pens,  pencils  and  slates  ;  with  these  they  must  have  made  some  pro- 
gress. 

The  attendance  was  quite  regular.  The  children  were  so  anxious  to 
go  to  school  that  the  parents  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  them  at  home, 
at  which  they  cried  for  fear  of  losing  their  places  or  of  my  calling  them 
indolent.    None  were  deterred  by  such  things  as  tooth-ache,  etc. 

About  the  15th  of  May  we  had  the  examination  for  the  end  of  the 
year.  There  was  quite  a  large  audience,  who  expressed  their  surprise  at 
the  results  obtained  in  a  few  months.  A  good  many  of  the  children  who 
had  learnt  the  alphabet  on  the  22nd  October  could  read  with  ease  the 
Devoir  du  Chretien.  A  good  many  others  who,  at  the  same  period,  could 
only  write  their  letters  showed  pages  of  good  writing.  The  parents  were 
delighted. 

We  had  to  be  liberal  with  prizes.    Thanks  to  the  liberality  of  Hon. 
Mr.  Ouimet  we  were  enabled  to  distribute  a  number  of  fine  books,  amidst 


the  jealoas  applause  of  the  grown  up  people  who  said  they  were  horn  too 
soon.     I  gave  each  school  a  toify-feast  which  excited  their  emnlatioa  stilj 


Competitions  in  catechism  and  latin  enabled  me  to  have  the  plesEnre 
of  distributing  several  more  prizes. 

The  teachers  are  pleased  with  the  children's  docility  (eepecially  in  No.  2) 
with  the  zeal  of  the  parents  and  the  promptitude  of  the  commJssioneTE[in 
having  everything  in  order.     There  is  plenty  of  iiiel. 

Still  both  schools  require  urgent  repairs.  In  District  No.  2  a.  uew 
school  house  will  be  built  this  year,  of  30  feet  by  18. 

For  next  year  I  have  been  able  to  secure  for  No.  1  school  the  serricw 
of  a  teacher  who  is  already  well  known  for  his  success  in  teaching.  1 
therefore  expect  to  see  hard  work  crowned  with  success. 

Betshwtan. — This  mission  distant  18  miles  from  here  had  several  mentis 
schooling  under  an  excellent  master  ;  but  unfortunately  it  had  been  closed 
for  some  time.  During  my  mission  there  in  the  autumn,  I  did  my  best 
to  stimulate  the  people.  In  two  days  the  school  was  roofed  over  and 
closed  in,  the  building  being  of  deals  on  the  flat  20x  18  ;  the  young  men 
cleared  a  square  acre  of  stumps  and  stones  on  condition  of  getting  a  pictan 
for  their  chapel  and  the  bases  of  the  following  settlement  were  agreed 
upon :  the  government  to  give  $20,  I  to  give  JIO  and  the  people,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  work,  to  feed  the  teacher  for  a  month  each  in  thei: 
pay  her  one  month's  board. 

Everything  being  concluded,  I  found  at  Pointe-aux-Esquiman; 
girl  of  excellent  and  energetic  character  who  accepted  these  g< 
The  school  opened  on  the  2nd  November ;  24  children  have  at1 
constantly  and  none  have  been  absent. 

Several  adults  also  learnt  to  write  during  the  winter  and  in  f 
with  the  popular  movement  a  good  old  sexagenarian  succeeded  in 
four  letters  of  the  alphabet ;  she  is  now  reposing  on  her  laurels, 
give  her  a  prize  ? 
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There  also,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  people,  I  had  to  provide  books, 
paper,  pens,  ink  and  pencils.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  13  write  small 
hand  and  18  read  the  Devoir  du  ChrUien  fluently.  I  enclose  a  note  from 
the  teacher. 

In  June  I  held  the  public  examination  and  it  deserved  the  name  for 
every  one  was  there.  I  had  many  prizes  to  give  and  found  many  pupils  of 
great  merit. 

I  am  afraid  that  several  families  will  leave  this  fall. 

It  would  be  only  fair  to  give  so  deserving  a  teacher  a  salary  of  $40.  I 
will  assist  and  with  a  grant  of  $40  if  possible,  still  further  progress  will 
be  made. 

"With  reference  to  the  other  parts  of  this  prefecture,  this  is  what  I  have 
been  able  to  do  towards  assisting  my  worthy  fellow  laborers. 

In  the  spring  they  wanted  to  open  a  school  at  Magpie  and  asked  for 
some  young  teacher  from  here,  but  no  conclusion  was  come  to. 

Knowing  neither  the  amount  of  the  grant,  as  the  missionary  was 
absent  for  two  moths  on  the  Anticosti  missions,  I  became  responsible  for 
the  salary  of  $40,  board  paid.  To  my  great  regret,  unavoidable  delays 
occurred.  At  present  it  is  probable  that  the  school  will  be  opened  at  St. 
John  River  as  the  missionary's  residence  will  be  transferred  there. 

I  also  looked  after  the  schools  on  the  island  of  Anticosti.  I  notice 
with  pleasure  that  a  teacher  is  established  at  English  Bay.  The  opening 
of  a  'school  at  Strawberry  Co\^e  depends  on  the  amount  of  the  assessments 
and^of  the  grant. 

We  have  here  three  girls  of  excellent  character  who  are  capable  of 
keeping  a  primary  school  for  two  years.  I  will  supplement  their  inexpe- 
rience by  all  the  means  in  my  power. 

5.  Twenty-two  leagues  to  the  East  of  this  is  the  post  of  Nipissipi,  inha- 
bited by  13  families  which  would  give  about  23  children  old  enough  to 
go   to  school.^^Twice  during  last  winter  I  endeavored  to  organize  every 


ive  them  the  benefit  of  a  echool.  I  promised  a  ^ant  of  $15  and  a 
nbBcription  of  $10.  A  person  of  the  locality,  on  my  representa- 
ed  to  give  free  board  to  the  teacher.  I  made  an  ^reement  with 
;irl  from  Pointe-aux-Eequimaux  to  open  a  school  there  for  $40  i 
longht  everything  was  settled  but  two  or  three  opposed  the  pro- 
sconraged  the  others.  A  vacant  house  could  easily  have  been 
id  into  a  good  school.  It  is  too  bad  that  a  spiteful  spirit  Ghoald 
iless  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  edacatioa.  It  is  probable  that 
ill  have  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  these  recalcitrants.  I  found 
Idren  very  anxious  to  learn  and  who  would  do  very  well. 

e  Nataskouan  school  which  has  been  closed  for  a  year  is  a  painful 
ly  side.     I  am  told  that  three  fourths  of  the  people  are  not  at  aJl 

have  their  children  taught.  I  took  several  steps  to  obtaiu  infor- 
th  from  the  rate-payers  and  from  the  missionary,  whose  noble 
ieved  at  this  state  of  things.  I  was  told  that  $120  could  be  paid 
nd  I  was  asked  to  find  a  teacher.  I  therefore  wrote  to  the  Isknd 
and  ^n  reply  a  Mjss  Koel  offered  her  services.  She  has  a  model 
loma  and  can  teach  in  both  languages  ;  she  did  not  mention  the 
wanted  so  I  do  not  know  whether  she  will  accept  the  $120.    If 

find  one  in  some  of  the  parishes  of  the  South  shore  and-  cost 
ly,  that  school  will  be  opened  this  fall. 

■Id  like  the  the  Gli>vernment  to  bring  strong  pressure  to  bear  on 
commissioners  of  Natashquan  by  holding  them  personally  res- 
or  the  absence  of  a  school.  So  soon  as  they  have  to  fear  some 
amages  they  will  do  their  duty. 

ave  endeavored  to  find  a  teacher  for  VAnse  des  Douves  ne^ar  Blaiur 
wrote  to  the  Island  of  Orleans  promising  $50  with  board  paid, 
fine  room  ready.  Both  languages  will  have  to  be  taught.  I  have 
oeived  any  answer. 

3  the  Government  will  allow  a  sufficient  grant ;  the  teacher  should 
free  passage  on  the  Canadienne  or  the  Napolion  III. 

have  been  our  efibrts  and  the  results  obtained.     We  have  at  least 
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shown  that  we   are  alive.     May  the  future  bring  us  satisfaction  and 
success. 

F.  X.  BOSSfi. 

Apostolic  Prefect  of  the  Oulf  of  St.  Lawrence, 

Pointe-aux-Esquimaux,  August  Itth,  1888. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  tender  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Apostolic 
Prefect  for  the  efficient  assistance  he  has  never  ceased  to  give  me  in  the 
performance  of  my  duties  as  school  inspector  on  the  North  shore.  Those 
who,  like  this  worthy  prelate,  devote  themselves  so  consti^tly  and  disin- 
terestedly to  the  noble  cause  of  education,  are  the  true  benefactors  of  their 
country. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

FES.  H.  O'BRIEN, 

School  inspector. 


■  ■  J".W 


BEAUCE  DEAF  AND  DUMB  SCHOOL. 

Special  Report. 

( Translaiion.) 


Ste.  Maeie,  4th  FebruaTy,  1884. 


the  honor  to  submit  the  report  yon  ask  of  me  in  yonr  letter  of 
nnary  last,  with  respect  to  the  school  for  deaf-mutes  in  this 

school  is  taught  by  Miss  Parent,  herself  a  deaf-mute,  aged  2-J 
cho  belongs  to  this  parish.  She  has  no  fixed  salary.  Last  year 
155. 

*  school  was  opened  in  the  fall  of  1881.     In  1881  and  1882  there 
tils  ;  in  1882  and  1883,  13,  and  this  year  there  are  13.   They  a 
m  parishes :    Ste.  Marie,  St.  Elzfear,  Sts.  Anges,  St.  Joseph, 
crfe  Cceur  de  Marie. 

880  and  1881  the  present  teacher  taught  two  of  her  broti 
g  girl  from  St.  Elzear  at  her  father's  house,  about  five  m 
lurch.  Being  struck  with  her  success  I  induced  her  to  « 
sep  a  school  for  deaf-mutes  which  I  intended  myself  to  direct 

1  a  room  in  a  private  house  as  a  school-room  and  assumed 
!,  rent,  fuel,  furniture,  desks,  forms,  black-board,  books,  etc. 

ipils  are  boarded  in  families  of  the  village  by  their  parents,  i 
monthly  contribution  of  one  dollar  or  less,  according  to  tl 
ith  the  assistance  of  a  few  charitable  persons  I  have  beeu  a 
lenses.  We  should  have  better  premises  and  I  hope  that,  bd 
the  assistance  of  charitable  people  and  a  grant  &om  the  Gov* 
able  to  put  up  a  building  to  be  exclusively  used  as  such  whi 
nt  school  for  deaf-mutes  is  Tery  desirable.     The  number  of  d 
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mutes  in  this  section  of  the  province  is  considerable  and  it  is  not  easy  to 
get  the  parents  to  consent  to  their  children  being  sent  to  Montreal. 

4.  The  old  system  of  teaching  by  signs  and  writing  is  followed.  The 
pupils  do  not  learn  to  speak.  They  learn  to  write,  quickly  and  well.  Last 
Saturday  four  of  them,  a  boy  of  14  and  3  girls,  1  of  It,  1  of  15  and  1  of  13 
made  their  first  communion,  which  means  that  they  know  and  understand 
their  catechism  well.  I  questioned  them  myself  in  writing  on  the  different 
parts  of  the  catechism  and  on  other  subjects.  The  teacher  has  displayed 
great  zeal  in  teaching  her  pupils. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  T.  CHAPERON,  Priest, 

Curi  of  Sie.  Marie,  Beatice. 
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LAVAL    NORMAL    SCHOOL 

(Translation). 


Quebec,  20th  September,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  Laval  Normal  School. 

One  hundred  and  eight  pupils  attended  the  school  during  the  scho- 
lastic year  1882-88,  namely : 

46  male  pupil  teachers,  9  of  whom  were  day  scholars, 
62  female  pupil  teachers. 


108 


In  the  department  of  the  former  45  remained  till  the  close  of  the  year. 

8  in  the  academy  class, 
16  in  the  first  division, 
21  in  the  second  division. 

46 

Of  this  number  88  received  diplomas. 

8  for  academies, 
15  for  model  schools, 
15  for  primary  schools. 

88 


L   . 


In  the  female  pupil  teachers'  department,  58  rema 
the  year. 

26  in  the  first  division, 
32  in  the  second  division. 


Of  this  number,  49  received  diplomas. 

26  for  model  schools, 
23  for  primary  schools. 


■$  108  pupils  attended  the  school, 

„,  103  remained  till  the  end  of  the  year. 

j;   ■  81  received  diplomas, 

8  for  academies, 
41  for  model  schools, 
88  for  primary  schools. 

SI 

The  model  schools  attached  to  the  institution  wi 
children. 


115  boys, 
i  205  girls. 


In  my  last  report  I  pointed  out  what  attention  we 
development  and  the  care  wo  took  to  increase  the  n 
pupils  and  to  enlarge  their  horizon.  In  this  connection  I 
of  Monseigneur  Dupanloup  with  reference  to  the  educa 
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They  may  perhaps  be  a  little  severe,  but  they  are  none  the  less  worthy 
of  attention,  although  he  only  intended  to  apply  them  to  the  institutions  of 
his  own  country.  They  carry  with  them  such  authority  and  strength  of 
conviction  that  they,  as  it  were,  force  themselves  upon  us. 

He  is  not  alone  in  his  argument  in  favor  of  cultivation  of  the  intellect. 
Bishops  Landriot  and  Perraud,  P.  Gratry  and  several  other  eminent  writers 
are  not  strangers  to  it.  They  speak  in  the  same  sense  and  all  claim  that 
intellectual  labor  should  occupy  a  more  prominent  position  in  our  schools 
especially  in  the  education  of  girls. 

One  of  the  best  means  of  developing  the  mental  forces,  of  giving  the 
intelligence  greater  scope,  consists  in  exercises  of  recitation.  I  do  not  mean 
a  heavy,  meaningless  recitation  which  is  not  understood,  but  one  that  is 
intelligent,  expressive  and  varied.  The  French  language  has  such  fine 
models  for  this  both  in  verse  and  in  prose. 

When  one  is  young  one  easily  learns  whole  pages  by  heart.  This 
would  be  an  excellent  exercise  if  the  text  were  well  selected,  well  ex- 
plained and  well  understood,  and  if  the  master  supervise  the  pronuncia- 
tion and  expression. 

Mr.  Eugene  Rendu,  in  his  Manuel  de  Venseignement  primaire,  says  that 
literary  recitation  is  not  sujficiently  practised  in  our  schools.  With  us 
that  important  branch  of  the  curriculum  :  The  French  language  should  com- 
prise :  Orthography  and  grammar  ;  Composition  and  style,  Recitation  of  select 
pieces. 

But,  like  style,  recitation  has  great  difficulty  in  holding  its  own  beside 
the  everlasting  dictation,  the  highest  form  of  teaching  our  mother  tongue 
in  many  schools. 

And  yet  what  benefit  can  we  not  derive  from  these  exercises.  Several 
of  the  faculties,  the  intelligence,  imagination,  memory  and  will  find  an 
opi)ortunity  of  development.  There  is  nothing  better  adapted  to  make  the 
French  language  known.  The  pupil  corrects  his  errors  of  pronunciation  ; 
he  acquires  expression,  rhythm  and  varied  tones ;  he  loses  that  weakness 
of  articulation  which  we  find  everywhere  and  which  it  is  so  difficult  to 


get  rid  of;  the  Toice  becomes  more  flexible,  the  melodions  arrangement 
daily  becomes  more  varied.  And  what  richueas,  ae  regards  style,  is  there 
not  in  all  these  models  when  commented  on,  analyzed  and  placed  withis 
reach  of  the  children's  intellects. 

"  If  it  is  in  this  way  that  languages  are  learnt,"  continaes  Mr.  Beadn, 
"  why  do  we  not  complete  our  miserable  and  monotonous  teaching  of  the  ele 
ments  of  the  French  language  by  literal  study  and  expressive  recitation  ( " 
select  pieces  ?  And,  if  good  language  is  learnt  in  good  company,  why  d 
we  not  place  our  children  in  connection  with  their  fellow  countryme 
whose  speeches  aud  writings  are  the  best  ?  Let  us  embellish  their  miud 
with  beautiful  pages  of  prose  and  poetry  which  will  exalt  their  soul 
enrich  their  imagination,  touch  their  hearts  and  supply  their  inexperien( 
iu  the  art  of  writing  with  ideas,  expressions,  figures,  with  moulds  as  NicoJ 
says." 

Ideas  with  good  languf^e  are  what  our  pupils  need  the  most.  Exe 
cises  in  recitation  when  well  directed  are  the  most  efficient  means  ( 
enriching  their  stock  of  ideas,  correcting  their  erroneous  expressions  as 
consequently  of  attaining  that  education  in  speaking  which  is  nnfbrti 
nately  too  much  neglected  with  us. 

A  collection  of  well  selected  pieces  is  the  best  reader  which  can  1 
placed  in  their  hands.  It  is  a  garden  full  of  beautiful  fruit  and  they  hai 
only  to  stretch  out  their  hands  to  gather  an  ample  store.  They  are  mod 
ideal  forms  with  which  they  will  finish  by  becoming  quite  familiar  ai 
like  the  captive  birds  which  the  sportsman  uses  as  decoys,  they  will  brii 
many  new  ideas  to  their  minds. 

"  Lessons  in  reading  with  expression,"  says  Mr.  Bendu,  "  form  part 
the  official  curriculum  of  the  schools  of  Turgot,  Colbert,  Lavoisier  and  Si 
in  Paris.  Competitions  between  teachers  aud  between  pupils  are  organize 
Various  publications  throw  a  new  light  upon  this  too  neglected  portion 
our  system  of  teaching." 

We  have  deemed  it  our  duty  to  follow  this  movement  and  to  kei 
ourselves  informed  as  to  these  publications.  Since  several  years  we  gi 
lessons  in  reading  with  expression  at  the  Laval  Normal  School  and  yt 
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hare  been  able  to  judge  for  yourself  of  the  intellectnal  deyelopment  of  the  - 
pupils  by  the  specimens  of  elocution  and  style  shown  you  at  the  end  of 

each  year. 

» 

It  is  not  for  me  to  form  an  appreciation  of  a  work  in  which  I  have 
taken  too  active  a  part  to  be  able  to  spesk  freely.  I  will  simply  say 
that  in  order  to  be  able  to  interpret  a  text,  it  must  be  seriously  studied,  all 
the  varied  ideas  must  be  examined  and  not  only  the  word  of  value  but  the 
value  of  the  word  must  be  known.  This  can  only  be  attained  by  persistent 
labor  and  constant  intellectual  application. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  speaking  of  a  mishap  and  mis- 
fortune which  happened  to  us  during  the  year.  The  mishap  was  the  loss 
of  a  month's  schooling  which  the  female  pupil  teachers  had  to  suffer  owing 
to  an  epidemic  fever  which  declared  itself  in  theUrsulines'  convent.  Through 
the  zeal  of  the  teachers,  the  pupils  did  not  lose  very  much  and  the  final 
results  of  their  studies  have  been  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

The  nuns  at  once  hastened  to  have  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
done  to  their  establishment  to  make  it  healthy  and  now  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  we  will  never  again  be  exposed  to  a  similar-  delay. 
The  causes  of  the  evil  have  been  discovered  and  removed. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  was  naturally  affected  but  a  stay  in  their 
families  and  good  country  air  will  enable  them,  I  hope,  to  regain  their 
strength. 

But  what  cannot  be  restored  is  the  life  of  Miss  Rose  Anne  LeEoy, 

adopted  daughter  of  J.  E.  LeKoy,  teacher  of  Ste.  Claire.    This  young  lady 

^who  was  endowed  with  excellent  qualities  had  in  a  short  time  by  her 

intelligence,  her  kindness,  her  attention  to  her  studies  gained  the  esteem 
of  her  teachers  and  of  her  schoolmates.    The  diploma  which  she  expected 

from  the  hands  of  men  on  earth,  God  has  been  pleased  to  give  her  in 

heaven.     She  ardently  desired  it  in  order  to  be  of  some  assistance  to  her 

adopted  father  in  his  laborious  occupation  of  teacher,  and  her  hopes  will 

not  be  vain.     Q-od  will  grant  to  her  protectors  the  good  she  wished  to  do 

them.    He  will  execute  her  last  wishes  and  also  give  the  poor  child  the 
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happiness  on  which  she  had  often  meditated  and  which  her  innocence  will 
doubtless  have  secured  for  her. 

I  hope  that  I  will  not  soon  be  called  to  speak  of  so  painful  a  subject. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  future  you  will  not  find  it  out  of  place  for  a 
teacher  to  pay  to  his  pupil  so  well  deserved  a  tribute  of  regret. 


My  duty  accomplished,  I  remain,  etc.. 


P.  LAGACfi,  Priest, 

PrincgfoL 


«— V 
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JACQUES  CARTIER  NORMAL  SCHOOL 


{Translation). 


M0NTREA.L,  28th  September,  1888. 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  and  progress  of 
the  Jacques  Cartier  Normal  School  for  the  scholastic  year  1882-83. 


We  admitted  62  pupil-teachers ;  a  decrease  of  16  on  last  year's  num- 
ber. But  this  decrease  is  in  the  number  of  old  pupils,  26  of  whom  came 
back.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  86  new  pupils  instead  of  the  81  received 
in  1881-82. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  table  for  the  two  years : 

Scholastic  year,  1881-82.  Scholastic  year,  1882-83. 

Old  pupils i1        Old  pupils 26 

New  pupils 81        New  pupils 86 

Thirteen  had  already  obtained  diplomas  from  the  Jacques  Cartier 
normal  school ;  three  others  had  obtained  them  elsewhere. 

They  were  divided  as  follows  : 

Academy  class 15 

Model  school  class 14 

Primary  school  class*. 11 

Preparatory  class 22 
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As  in  previous  years,  several  pupils  left  school  before  completing  the 
course ;  two  because  they  found  situations  as  teachers ;  four  owing  to 
illness ;  the  others  because  they  evinced  but  little  disposition  either  for 
study  or  for  teaching.    Fifty  pupils  were  present  at  the  end  of  the  course. 


r  III 

After  the  usual  examinations  I  was  able  to  recommend : 

For  academy  diplomas 6 

For  model  school  diplomas t 

For  primary  school  diplomas 3 

^  Two  pupils  Messrs  Alfred  Cote  of  St.  Hyacinthe  and  A.  Rodrigue 

^  Q-ravel  of  Hochelaga  would  have  deserved  model  school  diplomas  but  they 

^f  had  not  the  age  required  by  law. 

Five  pupils  of  the  academy  class  have  found  good  situations  as  teachers, 
, .. ,  some  in  town  and  some  in  the  country.    Of  those  who  received  model 

1 5;  school  diplomas,  three  are  now  teaching  ;  two  have  asked  for  leave  to  rest. 

The  others  as  well  as  those  of  the  elementary  class  have  applied  to  continue 

the  course. 

4'  The  zeal  of  the  teachers  has  been  pointed  out  to  you   for  a  long 

h'  time;  it  has  not  flagged  during  the  past  year.     I  may  even  say  that  it 

f^  •  redoubled  on  account  of  Mr.  Casgrain's  absence,  for  they  had  to  replace  him 

llv'  during  some  time.     He  was  seriously  ill,  but  Providence  saved  us  from » 

misfortune  which  woxdd  have  been  deeply  felt  by  the  school. 


On  the  other  hand  we  had  the  regret  of  seeing  Tabbfe  Godin  give  np 
^  :'  the  position  he  occupied  with  us.     At  the- beginning  of  the  holidays  he 

^^  notified  me  that  owing  to  ill  health  he  had  accepted  the  position  of  chaplain 

f  •  to  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  penitentiary  but  he  applied  for  leave  to  retain 

^  his  situation  xmtil  the  end  of  the  holidays  when  he  hoped  to  resume  hi 

i^.  duties* 
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As  yon  are  aware  he  had  charge  of  the  teaching  of  agricnltnre.  In  the 
expectation  of  having  a  farm  attached  to  the  normal  school,  the  govemment 
«ent  him  to  Ireland  and  to  Belgium  to  study  the  theoretical  and  practical 
teaching  of  agriculture  in  normal  schools.  His  departure  will  leave  a  void 
which  will  be  diflScult  to  fill  for  some  time. 


I  have  been  occupied  since  some  years  in  revising  our  curriculum, 
taking  advantage  for  that  purpose  of  the  professors'  experience  and  my  own. 

It  has  been  printed  as  I  arranged  it  and  I  have  the  honor  to  send  it 
w^ith  this  report,  to  be  submitted  to  your  approval. 

You  will  notice  that  the  table  of  the  distribution  of  time  which  accom- 
panies it  will  vary,  in  its  details,  from  one  year  to  another,  while  the  cur- 
riculum will  be  modified  only  after  further  experience. 

VI 

As  to  the  teaching  of  agriculture  or  rather  horticulture  we  will  be  able 
I  hope  to  add,  next  year,  some  practical  lessons  to  the  theoretical  instruction. 
UVe  have  already  some  animals  and  will  commence  ploughing  during  t^e 
course  of  the  autumn.  As  circumstances  permit,  we  will  develop  these 
"with  a  view  to  economy  for  the  school.  But  to  enable  us  to  do  this,  the 
government  will  have  to  build  us  sheds  or  cellars,  for  we  have  no  place  to 
put  our  dairy  produce  or  even  a  small  quantity  of  vegetables.  We  are 
obliged  to  purchase  these  as  we  require  them. 

VII 

Last  year  I  called  the  attention  of  govemment  to  the  tower  of  the  school, 
X  have  to  repeat  that  it  continues  to  sink  into  the  ground  and  to  lean 
over  in  an  alarming  manner.  .  At  the  same  time  the  windows,  doors  and 
staircases  are  considerably  out  of  order,  and  have  to  be  repaired  every  year. 
Tliis  is  a  source  of  continual  expense  to  say  nothing  of  the  inconvenience 
of  having  the  cold  come  in  between  every  stone  in  the  front,  which  looks 
e  a  ruined  house. 


n 


VIII 

The  attached  school  of  La  Mattrise  St.  Pierre  was  attended  by  302 
children,  a  smaller  nnmber  than  last  year,  bnt  on  the  other  hand  there 
have  been  fewer  chaugea.  The  papils  admitted  in  the  mouth  of  September 
1882  were  nearly  all  present  at  the  end  of  last  June. 

The  pupil  teachers  who  teach  school  there  every  day  do  not  comDlain 
of  fatigue  or  of  inclement  weather ;  bnt  they  complain  that 
their  daily  trips  they  loee  time,  which  is  precious  to  them  in  tb 
On  the  other  hand  as  they  are  more  frequently  placed  in  co 
people  they  have  better  opportunities  of  displaying  their  goc 
Prom  this  point  of  view  it  is  an  advantage  to  them  and  to  us. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

H.  A.  B.  VERREA 


r 
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McGILL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


Sir, 

At  the  end  of  the  twenty-sixth  Session  of  the  McGill  Normal  School,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  present  you  my  Annual  Report. 

We  admitted  into  the  School,  after  the  opening  on  the  first  of  September, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  pupils,  of  these,  twelve  were  male  students,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  female  students  ;  sixty-eight  were  from 
country  districts,  and  the  same  number  (sixty-eight)  from  Montifeal.  At 
the  close  of  the  Session,  after  careful  examination,  I  was  able  to  recommend 
to  you,  for  diplomas,  86  pupils,  9  for  Academy  diplomas,  31  for  Model  School 
diplomas,  and  46  for  Elementary  School  diplomas. 

To  those  was  added  a  graduate  of  McGill  University,  who  had  applied 
to  me  during  the  time  of  our  examination,  in  order  to  obtain  our  Academy 
diploma  in  accordance  with  existing  regulations. 

At  the  close  of  Session  1881-82,  eighty-eight  of  our  students  received 
diplomas,  and  I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  the  following  particulars  con- 
nected with  them. 

The  whole  of  those  who  received  Academy  diplomas,  *7  in  number, 
found  situations  immediately  and  are  at  present  engaged  in  important 
Schools  in  the  Provinces.  Of  the  29  who  received  Model  School  diplomas, 
7  Tetumed  in  order  to  obtain  a  higher  certificate,  of  two  I  have  not  been 
enabled  to  gather  any  information,  and  twenty  found  situations,  and  are 
engaged  in  teaching  at  the  present  time.  Of  those  who  received  Elemen- 
tary diplomas,  62  in  number,  twenty-three  returned  to  obtain  a  higher 
diploma,  9  as  yet  have  not  furnished  me  with  any  particulars  as  to  their 
occupation,  and  twenty  are  engaged  in  Schools  in  the  Province,  nearly  the 
ipvliole  of  them  in  country  districts. 


It  will  be  Been  from  this  statement,  that  of  the  eighty 
students  receiving  diplomas  at  the  end  of  Session  1881-8 
teachers  in  the  Province,  30  re-eutered  the  School  for  farther 
in  the  profession,  and  of  the  11  not  accoanted  for,  it  may  be 
them  are  engaged  in  teaching,  bnt  have  neglected  to  famish 
ioformation. 

Paring  the  past  Session,  I  was  very  desirous,  as  far  as  th 
disposal  would  allow,  to  obtain  particulars  connected  wit 
students  similar  to  the  foregoing,  as  it  is  important  that  it  sh 
understood,  that  young  persons  who  enter  our  Normal  School 
a  desire  to  become  teachers  in  the  Province,  fulfil  their  euj 
%i; .  soon  as  they  are  permitted  to  do  bo. 

fei  I  have  very  little  to  report  with  reference  to  the  genera 

Ui  the  Institution  during  the  past  Session. 

1^'  Of  the  lai^e  number  of  students  who  entered,  a  fair  pre 

te>>  eminently  fitted  in  many  respects  to  become  teachers,  and  as 

p  shown,  at  the  end  of  the  Session  I  was  enabled  to  recommend 

&  number  who  were  entitled,  according  to  our  regulations,  toreo 

i,r  The  Model  Schools  of  our  Normal  School  were  as  efficient 

■.-■  as  in  former  years. 

1^ 

f^.,  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  state  that  at  the  begmning  o 

§'.  Professor  Hicks,  the  head  master  of  the  Boys'  School,  on  acco' 

was  obliged  to  give  up  his  work,  but  through  thekindness  oft 
of  the  Institution,  he  was  allowed  a  period  of  rest  which  no  c 
%■■.  of  much  benefit  to  him.     Mr.  Stephens  had  charge  of  the  scho 

time,  and  gave  much  satisfaction  ;  Miss  Swallow  had  charge 
School,  and  Miss  Derrick  of  the  Primary  School. 

These  teachers  of  our  Model  or  Practising  Schools,  for  i 
take  in  the  training  of  our  Normal  School  pupils,  deserve  the  1 

The  Professors,  who  aided  in  the  Normal  School,  are  so  w 
account  of  their  connection  with  educational  matters  generall 


f. 
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hardly  say  the  Institution  derived  great  benefit  from  their  labours  during 
the  whole  of  the  Session. 

Of  the  Rev.  gentlemen,  who  have  now  for  several  years  in  succession, 
been  giving  their  attention  gratuitously  to  our  religious  instruction  classes, 
I  must  speak  in  the  highest  terms.  In  doing  this,  I  feel  sure  the  whole  of 
our  students  will  willingly  join  me. 

In  concluding  my  Eeport,  I  must  not  fail  to  thank  the  Normal  School 
Committee,  and  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Dawson,  for  their  attention  to  many 
important  matters  claiming  their  consideration  during  the  past  year. 


I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  &c.. 


wm.  h.  hicks. 

Principal, 
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TABLE  C. 
Table  of  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  attended  the  normal  schools. 


Jacqnes-Cartier 
School. 


Scholastic  year. 


Pupil 
Teachers. 


McGill  School. 


31 


Layal  School. 


•3" 

a 


I 

Eh 


^1 


0    80 

Is 


I 


I 


e 

.4 


I 


al< 

9i^ 


1^ 


■3 

e 
0 


iRt  Session,  1857. . 
Session  1857-1858. 
Session  1868-1859. 
Session  1869-1860. 
Session  1P60-1861. 
Session  1861-1862. 
Session  1862-1663. 
Session  1863-1864. 
Session  1864-1865. 
Session  1865-1866. 
Session  1866-1867. 
Session  1867-1868. 
Session  1868-1869. 
Session  1869-1870. 
Session  1870-1871. 
Session  1871-1872. 
Session  1872-1873. 
Session  1873-1874. 
Session  1874-1875. 
Session  1875-1876. 
Session  1876-1877. 
Session  1877-1878. 
Session  1878-1879. 
Session  1879-1880. 
Session  1880-1881. 
Session  1881-1882. 
Session  1882-1883. 


18 
46 
50 
53 
62 
41 
57 
56 
56 
43 
41 
35 
36 
46 
63 
51 
46 
43 
59 
60 
60 
62 
70 
63 
76 
78 
62 


5 

7 

7 

9 

9 

10 

8 

7 

5 

2 

2 

5 

4 

7 

6 

13 

8 

6 

19 

14 

18 

29 

70 

12 

12 

14 

12 


25 

63 

76 

72 

56 

58 

72 

60 

60 

73 

73 

57 

70 

69 

70 

94 

108 

106 

99 

110 

107 

106 

70 

130 

114 

123 

124 


30 

70 

83 

81 

61 

68 

80 

74 

65 

75 

75 

62 

74 

76 

66 

107 

116 

112 
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124 
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136 

140 

142 
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137 

136 


22 
36 
34 
40 
41 
39 
39 
34 
43 
39 
43 
49 
64 
82 
54 
32 
38 
43 
38 
47 
50 
46 
51 
46 
52 
44 
37 


40 
62 
54 
53 
52 
52 
49 
65 
57 
55 
73 
73 
80 
59 
56 
54 
66 
60 
63 
74 
63 
66 
63 
60 
64 
62 


22 

76 

86 

94 

94 

91 

91 

83 

98 

96 

98 

122 

137 

162 

113 

88 

92 

99 

98 

110 

124 

109 

117 

109 

112 

108 

99 


45 

89 

91 

102 

98 

90 

104 

97 

104 

84 

80 

89 

104 

135 

123 

46 

92 

92 

116 

121 

128 

137 

191 

121 

140 

136 

111 


25 
103 
128 
126 
109 
110 
125 
116 
115 
130 
128 
130 
143 
149 
129 
150 
162 
162 
159 
159 
181 
169 
136 
193 
174 
187 
186 


79 
18! 
219 
2» 

tan 

300 

s» 

213 
219 
214 
18S 
219 
147 
S4 
252 
241 
254 
254 
275 
JH 
3(« 

3ir 

314 
314 
3S 
29? 


Diplomas  awarded  to  pupils  of  the  normal  schools  since  the  establishmem 

of  these  institutions. 


1. 

C 

t     1 

Jacques-Cartier. 

McGill 

1 

Laval. 

9 

li 

e 

e 

Description  of 

s 

^ 

l«J 

1 

5 

a 

1  ■' 

Uiplomas. 

Pupil 

J 

§.s 

§.s 

g. 

a 

o              * 

Teachers. 

*-< 
•a 

g. 

emale 
teach 

• 

emale 
teach 

• 

1 

-3   >  i 

a      1 

3 

^ 

1 

1 

Pu 
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• 

o 

1    ? 

s 

H 

:4 

b^ 

5B 
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Academies 

89 

51 

77 

128 

87 

87 

227 

77       3»4 

Model  Schools 

229 

90 

409 

499 

253 

456 

709 

572 

865     .  43: 

Elementary 

160 

45 

921 

966 

229 

561 

790 

434 

1482     1  »H 

Totals 

478 

186 

1407 

1593 

569 

1017 

1586 

1233 

2424    :  WT 

¥ 
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TABLE  D. 


SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 


o 


1 

2 


t 

«M 

o 

I 

a 


o 


11 


g. 


B 
iz2 


Schools  of  applied  sciences 

Schools  of  arts  and  manufactures 

Institute  for  the  blind 

Institutions  for  male  and  female  deaf-mates 


12 


18 


17 

26 

7 

67 


107 


79 
734 

41 
408 


1262 
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REPORTS  OF  THE 
Diplomas  granted  under  the  rules  of  the  Catholic 


AUGUST  1882. 

NOVEMBER  1882. 

BOARD  OP  EXAMINERS 
OP 

Candidates. 

Diplomas. 

• 
V 

1 

a 

6 

Diplomas. 

E. 

M. 

A. 

S. 

M.      A. 

Aylmer, a ....... ,  ..... 

8 
1 
2 

5 
1 
2 

BeAiice 

4 

3 

Bonayeninre 

Carleton , 

...... 

8 

7 

8 
3 

OhiLrlAyoix  and  Safi^enav. ...........  .... 

Cbicoutimi 

I 
1 

I 
1 

■ 

Drtimmond,  Richmond  and  Wolfe 

4 

4 

■ i " 

Ga8p6 

Kagdaleu  Islands 

1 

6 

1 
34 

5 

1 
15 

Eamouraska 

5 
68 

5 
40 

1 

Montreal , 

6 

3 

1     

Pontlac 

Quebec. 

38 
9 

20 
5 

8 
3 

1 

19 
3 

4 
10 
11 
11 

9 
2 

4 

8 

11 

5 

1     

Rimouski 

•  •••■t    •■**** 

1 

St.  Hyacinthe 

24 

14 

3 

2     

Thre^Riyers 

36 

28 

5 

...... 

5     

i    ■■ 

1 

203 

130 

25 

4 

111 

70 

9     .  . ... 

i 

i 
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BOARDS  OF  EXAMINERS. 

Gommittee  of  the  Oonncil  of  Public  Instruction. 


FEBRUARY  1883. 

MAT  1883. 

• 

TOTALS. 

• 

i 

Diplomas. 

• 

1 

Diplomas. 

■ 

ce 

j 

Diplomas. 

5 

E. 

M. 

A. 

E. 

M. 

A. 

S. 

H. 

A. 

1 
1 

39 

7 

31 

7 

4 

47 

12 

2 

8 

17 

9 

7 

6 

5 

13 

199 

2 

148 

24 

4 

64 

19 

127 

36 

11 

2 

8 

13 

8 

7 

6 

5 

13 

114 

1 

89 

11 

4 

45 

19 

67 

4 

10 
6 

10 

4 

3 

3 
2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

6 

7 
68 

2 
74- 
11 

7 
38 

1 
60 

3 

29 

21 

11 

1 

18 

4 

17 
1 

10 
1 

3 

•••••• 

13 

4 

25 

7 

1 

5 

4 

25 

8 

68 

19 

8 

27 

4 

9 

12 

7 

1 

5 

30 

45 

69 

48 

8 

330 

211 

67 

1 

713 

459 

• 

109 

5 
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LIST  of  books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  from  its 
establishment  to  the  22nd  March  1876,  and  by  the  Catholic  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  from  the  22nd  March 
1876  to  the  Ist  of  May  1884. 


READERS. 


FRENCH    BBADIR8. 


Le  NouYean  Tiait6  des  Deyoirs  du  Chretien,  Christian  Brothers, 
Nuuvelle  m^thode  pour  apprendre  k  bien  lire,  F.  £.  Joneaa  . . . , 

Lectures  instmctiyes  et  amasanteff,  in  manuscript,  F.  P.  B , 

Le  premier  livre  de  i'EnfEmce,  Poitevin 


NouTeanx  6I6ment8  de  la  Civility  chr^tienne,  pour  les  6cole8  616mentaireB  senlement, 
published  bj  Charles  Delagraye  ft  Co.  • 


Syllabaire  pour  les  6coles  ^I^mentaires  seulement,  Juneau  and  Liicasse,  Quebec. 

Le  livre  des  Enfants,  J.  B.  C6t6 

Les  Petites  Fleurs  de  po^sie,  Rev.  Mr.  Nantel 

Limres  de  Lecture,  A.  N.  Montpetit,  first  three  volumes 

Liyres  de  Lecture,  A.  N.  Montpetit,  last  two  volumes 

LiTre  de  lecture  &  haute  voix,  Rev.  P.  Lagac^ 

Premier  livre  de  Lecture,  avec  tableaux,  Christian  Brothers 

La  m^thode  de  Lecture  rationnelle,  en  dix  tableaux,  J.  B.  Cloutier 

Le  premier  livre  des  Enfants,  J.  B.  Oloutler 


KMOUSH    RXADIBS. 

Pirst  Book  for  the  use  of  schools,  published  by  J.  Lovell 

The  Duty  of  the  Christian,  by  the  Christian  Brothers 

ICamy's  Spelling  Book 

The  British  American  Reader,  by  Borthwick 

Tbe  Hetropolitan  lUiutrated  Speller,  published  by  D.  k  J.  Sadlier  k  Co.,  New  York  . . 

Tbe  If etropolitan  Speller  and  Pictorial  Definer,  by  the  same 

The  JietropoUtan,  First,  Second  and  Third  Readers,  by  the  same 

'be  If  etropolitan,  Fourth  Reader,  (Canadian  edition  of  1866),  by  the  same,  Mont- 
T«<il 


iTord-Expositor  and  Spelling  Ouide,  by  George  Oontie,  1663. . 
'lie  Four  Seasons,  being  a  new  No.  3,  Nelson's  School  Series. 


Date  of 
approbation 

14  Nov.  I860- 

12  Oct.  1865 

13  June  1866 
10  Oct  1866 

10  Juno  1868 

10  June  1868 
12  Oct.  1870 

11  Oct.  1871 
16  Oct.  1874 

12  liay  1876. 

13  Oct.  187S 

id. 
id. 
id. 


14  Nov.  1860 
id. 
id. 
id. 

10  Nov.  1863 

id. 

id. 
id. 

11  May  1864 

id. 


LIST  of  books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction    fiom  its  ; 
establishment,  etc. — CcnUinued. 


The  Cfttholic  School  Book 

Andrew's  Dramatic  Bvader 

Exceldor  ResderB,  pnbtiahed  b;  Badller  Ji  Co.. 


First  Latin  Beader,  bj  A.  fl.  Brjce,  (4th  edition,  1684) . . 

Second  Latin  Beadcr,  bj  the  nune,  (1883) 

Paantler  de  David,  Hame,  Toun,  ISfiS 

First  Qnek  Reader,  by  the  same  (1863) 


ORAMUARS. 


12  OcL  lia 
nOct  1131 
IB  HaT  isra   . 


les  eiercices UNor.  IK^ 

lesexercicee. 

13  Jastt  :w 


GTammaire  de  Lhomond,  kUtfou  de  Juli<;a,  < 
La  H6rle  deg  Cours  de  Orammaire  de  Jalien, 
Oitmunalre  fran^aise  iltoientaire,  F.  P.  B. . . 

]ja  Qrammaire  oomplMe,  Poiterin 

La  G-rammaire  dn  premier  ige,  by  the  same 
La  Orammaire  616mentoire,  by  the  Bame.. . . 

Granunalie  du  Bouueau  et  Lncau,  reviBed  by  H.  Mlchand II  Ji 

AbrEig6de  Qrammaire  frao^se,  C.J.  L.  Lafrance  (1867),  2ad  Uition U  Oi 


11  Sot.  IW 


Lea  £I6meDts  de  la  OtammatTs  fran^aise  de  Lbomood,  rsTised  by  S,  Lacassa.. . 

Les  61£meiLts  de  la  OiBmmaire  fi^nfaise,  J.  B.  Cloutier 

Orammaire  SUmentaIra,  Livre  dn  maltre — H6rie  Robert 

Nouvelle  Qrammaire  complete,  Id 

Les  iUments  de  la  Orammaire  fraataiee,  H.  Lacasie 

La  Oiammaire  franfaise,  J.  A.  Lfiresqne,  18S0 


The  Piinciplei  or  English  Orammai,  by  W.  Lsnoie,  1868 US 


16  Oct. 
10  Jtme 
HUay 

Id. 
UHay 
19  Oct 
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LIST  of  books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instmction  from  its 
establishment,  etc. — Continued, 


FBINOH-SNGLIBH  AKD  INOLIBH-raXNOH   QRAMMABS. 

Petit  tra!t6  de  Oimmmaire  anglaise,  Charles  Goeselin,  Quebec 

Gmmmaire  pratique  de  la  langue  anglaifle,  Sadler,  Paris,  1858 

Manuel  d'anglais :  Giammalre  et  themes,  by  the  same 

NouYeau  cours  de  langue  anglaise  sur  le  plan  d'OUendorf,  Beauchemin  k  Valois,  1868 . 
The  Edinburgh  High  School  French  Orammar,  by  Ch.  Schneider,  1866 

LAT15  AXD  Oanx   GBAICMABS. 

Elementary  Latin  Orammar,  by  Dr.  L.  Schmita,  published  by  R.  Ghambera. 

Gianmar  of  the  Latin  language,  by  the  same 


GRAMMATICAL  EXERCISES. 


raaNCH  ixiroisxs. 


Date  of 
approbation 

12  Not.  1861 

id. 

id. 
14  Oct.  1868 

id. 


10  Got  1866 
id. 


Traits  d'analyse  grammaticale,  F.  P.  B 

Traits  d'analyse  logique,  by  the  same 

Cours  complet  de  dlcttes,  by  the  same 

Cours  gradu^  by  the  same 

Trait<§  d'analyse  grammaticale,  N.  Lacasse,  Quebec,  1867. 

Traits  de  I'art  Spistolaire,  Sore! , 

Devoirs  grammadcaux  et  orthographiques,  J.-B.  Cloutler. 
Les  ezercices  orthographiques,  N.  Lacasse 


M^thode  de  style  et  de  composition,  premii&re  et  seoonde  ann6es —  Liyre  dn  mattre  et 
livre  de  I'SUre  —  s6rie  Robert 

Sxtrait  du  cours  thSorique  et  pratique  de  style  ^  Livre  du  maitre  et  liyre  de  Pil^ve, 
Christian  Brothers 


IXOLIBH  IXBRCI8BS. 

Snglish  Word-Book,  a  manual  exhibiting  the  structure  and  Etymology  of  English 
Words,  by  John  Graham,  1863 


FBIKOH-BHOLIBH  AlTD  INOLISH-miNOH  IZnCISBB. 


Sdanuel  d'Anglais,  thimes  et  qrntaxe,  by  Sadler,  Paris,  1840 

18 


11  Nov. 

1866 

id. 

id. 

id. 

10  June  1868 

id. 

10  June  1874 

id. 

25  May 

1877 

13  May 

1879 

II  May  1864 


12  Nov.  1861 


sS'-Sf't  •    .r<'W  '■ 
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LIST  of  books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  from  its 
establishment,  etc. — Continued. 


FBKNOH-BNGLIfiH  AND   BNGLISH-FRINCH  BXSR0I8ES. — Continued. 

Coars  de  Versions  anglaises,  by  the  same,  1867 

Ezercices  anglais,  ou  cours  de  themes  gradate,  by  the  same,  12th  edition,  Paris,  1867 . . 

Manuel  d* Anglais,  deuzi^me  partie,  Versions  et  Dialogues,  by  the  same.    New  edi- 
tion, Paris,  1876 

Manuel  d'Anglais,  cinqni^me  partie.  Lemons  de  Litt6rature  anglaise,  by  the  same, 
Paris,  1841 

Manuel  d'Anglais,  sizi^me  partie.  Lemons  de  Litt6rature  anglaise,  by  the  same,  Paris, 
1841 •••• * 


Manuel  classique  de  Ck>nyersation  fran^aise  et  anglaise,  by  the  same,  Paris,  1855 

The  Kdinbuigh  French  Gonyersation  Beader,  by  Charles  Schneider,  1866 

The  Edinburgh  High  School  French  Manual,  by  the  same,  1867 

The  Dominion  Phrase  Book,  by  the  professor  Darey 


LATIN  AND   GBBMK  BXBBCISKS. 


Elementary  Latin  Exercises,  by  Dr.  Leonard  Schmitz,  published  by  B.  ChamberB 
Advanced  Latin  Exercises,  by  the  same 


Date  of 
approbatiaD 

12  Not.  186: 

id. 

id. 

id 

id. 

id. 
14  Ociiaa 

id. 
11  Oct  1871 


10  Oct  m 
id. 


DICTI0NABIE8. 

Nouveau   Dictionnaire  poriatif  AngUis-Fran^ais  et  Fran^ais-Anglais,    Sadler,  Paris, 
1851 


Dictionnaire  classique,  B^nard  (Edition  de  1863),  Paris » . . . 

School  Dictionary  of  the  Latin  language,  published  by  Chambers , 


12  Not.  13C1 

10  Not.  IK3 

■ 
10  Oct  IW 


HI8T0BT. 

BOOKS  OP  HI8T0BT  PDBLISHBD   IN   FBBNCH. 

Histoire  Sainte,  Driouz 

Histolre  Sainte,  par  demandes  et  par  r6ponses  suivie  d'un  abr6g6  de  la  vie  de  N.  S. 
J^sus-Christ,  printed  by  T.  Gary,  Quebec,  1852 

Histoire  EccUsiastique,  Drioux 


14  Nov,  m 

12KoT.lfe'l 
12Nov.l8i» 


Cours  d'Hlstoire,  Christian  Brothers •    6  Oct  IP 
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LIST  of  books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  from  its 
establishment,  etc. — Continued. 


BOOKS  OF  HISTORY  PUBLIBHBD   IN  FRKNOH. — SuiU. 


Histoire  Ancicnne,  Driouz 

Histoire  du  Moyen  fige,  Drionx 

Abr^^  de  I'Histoire  du  Canada,  F.  X.  Garnean. . 

Histoire  dn  Canada,  Beyd.  0.  H.  Laverdidre 

'  Abr6g6  de  I'Histoire  dn  Canada,  F.  X.  Toussaint. 

Histoire  da  Canada,  I'abb^  L.  0.  Oauthier 

Histoire  de  France,  Drioux 

Histoire  d'Angleterre,  Driouz 

Tableaux  Historiques,  ChevaUer  de  I/aba. 

Pr^is  de  Mjrthologie,  Drioux 


BOOKS   OF   HISTORY   PUBLISHED   UT  KNOLI8H. 


History  of  Canada,  by  J.  Roy  (7th  edition),  1864 


A  School  History  of  Canada  and  of  the  other  British  North  American  Proylnces,  by  J. 
6.  Hodgins 

Dr.  Miles'  New  Series  of  History  of  Canada,  intituled : 

lo.  A  New  History  of  Canada,  1534-1867,  to  serve  as  a  general  reader  in  secondary  or 
superior  institutions 


2o.  A  School  History  of  Canada,  prepared  for  the  elementary  and  model  schools. 
So.  The  Child's  History  of  Canada,  for  the  elementary  schools 


A  Compendium  of  the  History  of  Canada  and  of  the  British  North  American  Pro- 
vinces, by  the  Christian  Brothers 


Liingard's  History  of  England,  abridged  for  the  use  of  schools, 


PinnocVs  Goldsmith's  Catechism  of  the  Hlstoiy  of  England,  published  by  Lovell, 
Montreal 

Pinnock's  Improved  Edition  of  Goldsmith's  History  of  England,  by  W.  C.  Taylor, 
published  by  Lovell,  Montreal,  1859 


General  History,  by  the  Christian  Brothers , 


GEOGBAPHT. 


OIOORAPHUS   PUBLISHBD   IN  FRENCH, 


Abrege  de  la  G6ographie  Moderne,  published  by  SociSt^  d'Education  de  Qu6bec. 


Date  of 
approbation 

4  Nov.  I860 

id. 

id. 

21  Oct.  1869 

12  May  1875 
26  May  1877 
14  Not.  1860 

id. 

13  Oct.  1875 

14  Nov.  1860 


11  May  1864 
9  May  1865 


21  Oct.  1869 

13  Oct.  1875 

14  Nov.  1860 

id. 

id. 
13  Oct.  1875 


14  Nov.  I860 


LIST  of  books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  lustraction  fixim  ita 
establishment,  etc. — Contintted. 


La  Qdogimpbit,  Hoderno,  U.  VtkhtA  Holmes.. . 


e  et  coirlgie,  poor  lea  teolM  modUes  et  Im 


Otegraphle  de  HU.  Hontpetlt  et  D«Tlime 

Abrigi  de  Otographle,  par  ?.  X.  Toussalnt,  first  and  woond  edtUoDB.. . 
Abr^6  d«  Gtographle  Modeme,  aecond  edition,  F.  X.  T 

NoQTelle  Qiognphie,  Chilrtlui  Brothers 

NouTelle  Otognpbie  primmire  illtutr^,  b;  the  same. . 


Lovell'B  Qeaenl  Qeognpfar,  b;  J.  O.  Hodgiiu,  Montreal,  1861 

Hodem  School  Qeognphj  and  Atlas,  b;  James  Oamphell 

Abiidgment  of  Hodern  Gfiography,   lit  and  2nd  editions,  by  F.  X.  Tonssolnt. 

The  New  Primaif  Iltnsbated  Qeogiaphy,  hj  the  Brothen  of  the  Ohrlstian  Schools. 

The  New  Intennedlate  lUostrated  0«ogiBph;,  bj  tlia  mme 

M  of  the  Christian  Stdkools  for  the  Dominion, 


HATHEMATICS. 


AiithmMlqne  de  BoathitliBi,  pabltshad  bf  Orimarie 14  Kot.  II 

Coots  d'ATithmfitJqoe  commerciale,  printed  by  Ensibe  &£D6caI,  Montreal,  I8S3 11  May   It 

Coars  d'ArtthmitlqQe  commerciale,  D'Ayrea. 

Tiait«  Mimentaira  d'ArithmAtiqae,  F.  X  Tonsaaint 13  Hay  U 

Tralt4  «l£meatalTe  d'Arlthmitiqne,  L.  H.  Bellenwe,  Uontreal,  1867 14  Oct.  If 

IntiodDcUon  &  I'ArithmWqoe,  ChriiUan  Brothers IS  OcL  I! 

Arithmitiqiie  commerciale  de  Henmration  et  de  ComptBhUtti,  by  the  saroe 

La  Nonvelle  ArilhmMiqae,  C.  J.  Lafraoce '  tO  Jute  11 

Nonrean  tialti  d'ArithmMqne  ilimentaire,  F.  X.  Toosaaint i  IB  X^'  II 


11  Oct.  IS 
U  JnnelS 

id. 
18   Oct  IB 
11    Oct.  18 
15  Hay  18 

13  Not.  18 
9  Hay  18 

14  Jane  13 

15  Hay  18 
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LIST  of  books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  from  its 
establishment,  etc. — Continued. 


ABITHIOTIC  BOOKS  IN   FBllfCH. 


Traits  de  calcul  mental,  F.  E.  Janeaa. 

Becceil  d*exercico8  stir  I'ArithmStiqiie,  F.  X.  TooBaaint. 


WOBKB  ON  B00K*KnPIMG  IH  FBBNOB. 


Coun  de  Tenue  des  liTies,  M.  D'Ayres 


Conn  de  Tenue  des  IWres  en  partie  double  et  en  partie  simple,   printed  by  Ens^be 
SSnScal,  Montreal,  1861 


Tenue  des  livres  en  partie  double  et  en  partie  simple,lN.  Lacasse. 

Manuel  de  Tenue  des  liYres,  J.  C.  Langelier , 

Tenue  des  livres,  88.  de  la  Congr^tion  N.-D.  de  Montreal. . . . . 


GEOICBTBT   AND   TRIGOMOMlTItT,  IN   FRINCH. 

l^ouveau  traits  de  g6om6trie  et  de  trigonomStrie  rectiligne  et  sph6rique,  suIyI  du  toisS 
des  surfaces  et  des  solides,  C.  BaillairgS » 


Tableau  st6r6omStrique,  by  the  same 


ARITHMITIO  BOOKS  IN  1N0LI8H. 


Arithmetic  of  the  Irish  National  Series,  published  by  Lovell,  Montreal,  1860 
li^alkiogham's  Arithmetic 


Slementary  Arithmetic  in  Decimal  Currency,  by  John  Herbert  Sangster,  second  edition, 
1861,  published  by  Lovell 


T*reatise  on  practical  Mathematics,  by  Th.  B.  Johnson,  Montreal 

Hichardson's  Arithmetic,  with  metric  tables 

JFnnean's  Compendium  of  Mental  Arithmetic •  •  • 


WORKS  ON  BOOK-KIIPINO  IN  INGLISH. 


Comprehensiye  system  of  Book-keeping,  by  simple  and  double  entry,  by  Th.  B. 
Johnson,  Montreal,  1864 


SUl^DBIES. 


BOOKS,  ETC.,   PUBLISHED  IN  FRENCH. 


PIDAGOOY. 


3^ponses  au  programme  de  P6dagogie  et  d'Agriculture,  second  edition,  Bevd.  J. 
Langeyin 


>x'tfait^  de  PMagogie,  Mgr  Lange\1n, 


Date  of 
approbation 

13  May  1866 
17  May  1882 


12  May  1863 

id. 

13  May  1866 

11  Oct.  1877 

12  Not.  1879 


12  June  1872 
id. 


14  Hot.  I860 
id. 

12  Nov.  1861 

10  Oct.  1866 

12  Oct.  1870 

id. 


11  May  1864 


10  Nov.  1863 
12  May  1877 


LIOT  of  bookB  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instraction  from  its 
establiehment,  etc. — Ettd. 


PrtciB  61«menbure  d'Hietolre  Natiirelle,  Zeller,  Paris,  I8S8 14  Kor.  IfM 

-Tn^U  d'AgricnltDK  pmtiqne,  J.  P.  Penaolt,  HontTKal,  1868 '    9  Uar  IKS 

Petit  HBOuel  d'Agricoltare,   leDrH.  LftBne 1!  Oct.  1B:£i 

Lm  Gauserfes  Agrlcolas,  U.  Ed.  Baroard '  13  Oct  1871 

Petit  Manuel  d'Agricaltare,  d'Hortlnnltnre  et  d'Arboricultnie,  leDrH.  LaBne I  IS  Ma;  I8<l 


Traits  de  Chlmte  Agtlcole,  Quebec,  1868 10  Jniwlfe^ 


Hftnoel  de  deMin  IndDBtrlel  i.  I'nsftge  des  maltra  d'^oles  primalres,  d'apris  la  mitbodcj 
de  Walter  Smith,  accompagnt  de  cahiera  et  de  bloco-modAles  k  Vtum^e  des  tiiveej 
denzikne  Utto,  par  Oecar  Dmui IS  U*f  li'i 


COIXTB,   COPI.BMU,  ITC. 

Carte  Aitronomlqne,  P.  L.  Morln. |  U  Oct  IliT 

FoimaleB  de  livres  de  compteB,de  IIttm  de  recettee  etde  rMe«  de  perceptioD  et  de  coli- 
Mtion  k  i'luage  dea  mtmlcipalitls  Bcolaliea,  b;  the  Superintendant  of  Bdncation, 
Honorable  O.  OaOnet 


NoDTelle  mStbode  d'Bcritnre,  en  aept  cahlers,  pabltshed  b;  Eosibe  Senecal,  Montreal . . . 
3£iie  de  cabien  d'Ecrltofe  des  Ecoles  CbrMJennes,  pabUsbed  bf  Desbatate,  MootreBl.. . 

S4rie  de  cahierB  d'Ecii tnre,  pabUshed  b;  J.  A.  Langlais,  Quebec 

BlaocB  pour  eserclcea  giamtnatlcaux,  qnatre  cahiere 


BOOKS,  ETC.,  FUBU8HED  IN  ENGLISH. 

PRDABOST,   HiTORil.  HllTOBT 


Firat  LeuoDS  In  Bdentiflc  Agrlcnltors,  bj  J.  W.  Damon,  Hoatreal,  1864.. 

Manual  of  Agrlciilture  (English  vwdou),  by  Dr.  H.  LaBne 

DawBon'B  Hand  Book  of  Zoology 


25  Mar  >^~ 

13  Oct  IB® 

U  May  leS 

Id. 


10  Sot. 

11  May 
110*1- 
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LIST  of  Text-books  authorized  by  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  correct  to  Ist  May,  1884. 


1. — maLIBH  BBADIRB. 

Tbd  Canadian  Ntttional  Series,  vis : 

First  Book  of  Beading  Lessons,  1st  Part. 

First  Book  of  Reading  Lessons,  2nd  Part. 

Second  Book  of  Beading  Lessons. 

Tiiird  Book  of  Beading  Lessons.  )     Until  I  st  July,  1886. 

Fourth  Book  of  Beading  Lesssons. 

Fiith  Book  of  Beading  Lessons. 

The  Advanced  Book  of  Beading  Lessons. 
Constable's  Series  of  Beaders. 

The  Boyal  Series  of  Beaders. 

Gage's  English  Beaders. 

(*)  The  Boyal  Beaders,  Thomas  Nelson  k  Son  and  James  Campbell  k  Son,  Toronto. 

2. — ^BLOOOTION. 

Andrew's  Dramatic  Beader. 
Bell's  Elocntion. 

The  Canadian  Spelling  Book. 
Moiell's  Manual. 

4.^.w]UTiNa. 
Payson,  Dunton  and  Scribner's  Primary  and  School  Courses  and  National  System. 
The  Spencerian  System  of  Penmanship. 

6. — ARITBIIITIO. 

Smith  and  MoMurchsr's  Elementaiy  and  Advanced  Arithmetic. 
McYicar's  Elementary  and  Advanced  Arithmetic. 
Sangster's  Elementary  and  Advanced  Arithmetic. 
Hamblin  Smith,  with  Eirkland  and  Scott  as  Elementary. 

NoTB. — The  books  of  this  list  were  authorised  23rd  February,  188 1,  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
(*)  Authorised  8th  January,  1884. 


3. — ^BNOLISH  BPILLIirO. 


^^m 


LIST  of  Text-books  authorized  by  the  Fiotestant  Committee  of  the  Connca 
of  Pnblic  Instruction,  correct  to  Ist  May,  1884. — CotUmued. 


BnllioB'a  OnmiDar. 

EnclU. 

Touag-i  Solid  O«ometi7  uid  Conic  SecHoM. 

Gdbnith  and  Haoghton'i  TriKonomBbr. 

Bwlnton'E  School  Compadtion. 

IB— WTI>. 

Smith '■  SeriM  of  I«tln  Books. 

BrToe*!  Fiist  LaUii  Book. 

Bryce'i  ImiiattTB  UUn  a[«rotoec 

Poblic  School  Latin  Frimer. 

Latin  Aulhora. 

Freemu'a  Outllnoi  of  Htetoiy. 

ColUer-s  BriUab  HWoty. 

16.— OBHC. 

ColU«t'B  QraM  Erenta. 

Smith'!  Serie*  of  Greek  Booki. 

Creighbn-B  Epodis. 

hrjce'a  Pint  Greek  Beadei. 

Biyoe's  Second  Greek  Header. 

Greek  Anlhors. 

Prlni«n  of  Oroooe  uid  Bame. 

17.— MOLIgH   LmOiTDM. 

Il^-HMtOBT  or  OilTAM. 

Broken  Primer! 

UUm'i  Child-a  Hlitor;  of  OaUKlft. 

Trench's  Study  of  Words. 

mita-a  School  Hirtoiy  of.C«i»d», 

Trench's  BngUib  Past  and  Preasnt 

JtOtt'fl  HU017  of  Cuadft. 

Balee's  Longer  EnglliOi  Poems. 

11.— iLanu. 

Enf^ih  CUsaics. 

Colonao's  Algebn. 

le.- ruioH. 

Dnwl'a  JoTenile  Contw. 

HambliR  Smith*!  Algobn. 

Dnval's  Elementary  Grammar. 

(*)  AntborlMd  16th  Sept,  1S83. 
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LIST  of  Text-books  authorized  by  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  correct  to  Ist  May,  1884. 


Dnval's  Lectures  dhoUies. 

Darey'g  DomiDion  Phrase  Book. 

Dais's  LectnreB  Fran^aises. 

(1)  Darey'a  PrincipeB  de  Orammaire  FnuiQaise. 

Fasqaelle's  Introdnctory  Coarse. 

Fasqaelle's  adyanced  Course. 

19.^— BomrcB. 
Gutter's  First  Book  of  Physiology. 
Gray*s  How  Plants  Grow. 
Gray's  First  Lesson  in  Botany. 
Scieoce  Primers  of  Chemistry,  Physics,  Qeology,etc. 
Dawson's  Lessons  on  Bdentiflc  Agricnltore. 
Dawson's  Handbook  of  Zoology. 
Backton's  Health  in  the  House  (Killer's  Edition). 

20. — BooK-KupiMO. 
Johnson's  Book-Eeeping. 

(1)  Authorized  6th  Dec.,  1883- 


Payson,  Dnnton  and  Scribners'  Book-Eeeping. 
Beattie  and  Glare's  Book-Eeeping. 

21  — sarGDiG. 
Canadian  Three  Part  Songs. 


22. — MAPS. 


Nelson's  Series. 
Johnson's  Series. 


23. — ^DRAWIVO. 

Walter  Smith's  Freehand  Drawing. 

24. — ABT  OF  TBAOHIKO. 

Morrison's  Art  of  Teaching. 

Carrie's  Art  of  Teaching. 

Abbott's  Teacher. 

(2)  Emberson's  Art  of  Teaching,  (New  Edition). 

(2)  Authorised  6th  Dec,  1883. 
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APPENDIX  No.  V 


FINANCIAL  REPORTS 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Of  the  Soman  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Montreal  for 
the  scholastic  year  1882-88. 


Statement  of  general  receipts  and  expenditure  from  1st  July  1882  to  80th 
June  1883  inclusively. 


BECEIPTS. 


Received  from  the  City  o/ Montreal,  amount  of  tax  ior  3882. 
Beceiyed  from  same,  an  account  of  tax  for  1883 


Less  amount  receiyed  in  advance  and  entered  in  receipts  30th  Jnne,  1882, 


Received  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instructioni  annual  grant  in 
&vor  of  Ck>mmon  Schools 

Received  from  the  spme  out  of  Superior  Education  Fund 

Received  from  the  same  special  grant  in  favor  of  Polytechnic  School  for 
1881-82 

Received  from  the  same  balance  of  grant  for  1881-82 

Received  from  the  same  grant  for  1882-83 


Received 
Received 
Received 
Received 
Received 
Received 
Received 
Received 


pupils  contributions  for  1882-83 

do  do         from  the  Polytechnic  School 

reut  of  houses 

from  the  Grey  Nuns,  loan , 

amount  oi  the  sale  of  30  debentures  of  $1,000  each. . . , 
profits  on  debentures,  $30,000  at  16  per  cent,  premium, 

amount  to  the  credit  of  "  Foundation  Fund  " , 

for  books 


$  cts. 


64646  62 
9976  24 


1000  00 

600  00 

2976  00 


$  cts. 


74621  86 
8386  82 


66236  04 

11964  80 
1974  00 


4475  00 

9624  71 

338  60 

613  97 

26000  00 

30000  00 

4600  00 

100  36 

40  20 


$164866  68 


EXPENDITURE. 


Paid 
Paid 


Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 
Paid 


Cash 


for  maintenance  of  Schools  (see  Schedule  A) « 

purchase  of  books,  instruments  for  physics  and  chemistry,  etc. 
Salaries  of  teachers  and  maintenance  of  Polytechnic  School  (see 
Schedule  C) 

for  furniture  for  the  various  schools 

interest  on  notes  and  obligations 

interest  on  debentures 

cost  of  administration,  including  expenses  occarioned  for  the  inquest. 

office  of  Superintendent,  salary  and  other  expenses 

store  for  books,  &c 

for  improvements  to  the  buildings  and  to  the  grounds,  repairs,  Ac. . 

bills  payable 

sinking  fund  for  debentures 

temporary  loan  30th  June,  1882 

in  hand,  30th  June,  1883 


$     cts. 


68903  64 

4810 

42 

266 

66 

9175 

32 

23216  89 

6121 

60 

1902 

33^ 

64 

10 

2097 

72 

30000 

00 

8114  38 

2677 

76 

8627  96 

$164866  68 
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SCHEDULE  C. 


Statement  of  amounts  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Polytechnic  School. 


Db:— 

¥  cte. 

40  28 
3ia  00 

193  87 

194  53 
34  25 

18  n 

2  79 
II  32 
IT  22 

$  cto. 

1000  00 
500  00 

2975  00 
338  SO 

48 
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SCHEDULE  D. 


Statement  sliowing  the  number  of  teachers  and  pupils  in  each  school. 


NAMES  OF  SCBOOLS. 


1 .  Commercial  School,  Plateau 

2.  Montcalm        "         

3.  Champlain       "        

4.  Sarsfield  «         

5.  Belmont  "         

6.  Olier  «         

7.  PlcsBig  "         

8.  StBridget       *«         

9.  St.  Joseph        «         

10.  St.  Ann  «         

1 1 .  40  St.  Jean-Baptiste  Street  School 

12.  MullinH  "  «     

1  a.  100,  St.  Catherine        "  «     

14.  313,  OnUrio  ^  <'     

15.  181,  Craig  »<  «     

16.  481,  St.  Joseph  "  "     

17.  102,  McCord  «  "     

18.  145,  bt.  Denis  «  <•     

19.  School  for  the  blind 

20.  7,  St.  Elizabeth  Street  School 

21.  165,  St.  Elisabeth '<  «<     

22.  21,  Montcalm        "  <"    

23.  46,  St.  Antoine      "  «    

24.  Corner  Cadieaz  and  Boy  Streets  School 

25.  312,  Logan  Street  School 

26.  250,  Panet      «<  *<     

27.  474,  St.  Catherine       «     

28.  199,  Chatham  <«    

29.  624,  St.  Catherine       «     

30.  Night  School 


*-  2 


T 


12 

7 
8 


1 

13 

10 

6 

7 

13 

16 

15 

10 

10 

4 

4 

10 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1 

6 

5 

1 


212 


a  ^ 


331 
372 
467 
384 
321 
369 
357 
629 
677 
617 
161 
276 
418 
773 
776 
494 
387 
101 

45 
394 

83 
120 
114 
244 
211 
108 

56 
317 
216 

17 

9835 


SEX. 


Bojs. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Girls. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Boys  and  Qirls. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Girls. 

Boys  and  Girls. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Youths. 
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BALANCE  SHEET,  ON  THE  StoH  JDNB,  1883. 


ASSETS. 

1        Ota. 

LIABILITIBS. 

t       CM. 

»      d» 

S62T  96 

503130  SO 

SB8  19 

6361  91 

36918  BO 

lOllB  U 

asee  9T 

400000  00 
95S10  71 

Buildings,  gTOondB,  kc^  Ac. 

Le«*,  itoklng  ftrnd  Mid  ac 

Price  o(  (bandation 

The  Corpontion  of  Uautreal 

6TGU3  9e 

fiT6143  9i 

I  certi^  that  I  have  examined  the  booka  of  account  kept  by  the  Roma 
Catholic  School  ConunieBionerB  of  the  City  of  Montreal,  and  I  declare  thi 
all  the  entrieB  in  the  preceding  financial  statement  are  taken  from  the  sai 
bookB  which  I  have  checked  over  and  found  correct. 

I  have  also  checked  over  and  carefully  ezEonined  in  detail  all  the  entrie 
for  money  paid,  with  their  vouchers,  and  have  found  the  whole  correct. 

ED.  FOURNIER. 

Auditor. 
MONTEEAL,  Slst  October,  188S. 
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School  Commissioners,  Montreal  from  Ist  July  1882  to  30  June  1883. 


EXPENDITURE. 


By  Maintenance  of  Schools  for  1882-83,  as  per  abstract  annexed. 
"  Prize  Books  and  Medals 


<*  Mlscellaneons  charges 

"  Printing 

«  Advertizing 

"  Law  charges 

M  Interest  on  $300,000  (Sb  6  per  cent 

"  Sinking  Fund,  for  redemption  of  Bonds 

<(  Interest  on  Land  and  Mortgage  and  oyer  drafts  at  Bank 

('  School  Examiners 


"  Pension  Fund,  amonnt  dedncted  from  Orants. 

<<   Molson's  Bank,  reftinded  on  $17,648.59 

"   BiUPayable 


Expenses  op  Administration. 


"   Secretary  Superintendent's  Salary. 

•*  Accountant's  Salary 

(.  Office  Expense 


Expkndituri  on  Land. 


<  <   Land  on  Dorchester  and  University  Street 
«   Land  on  Point  St.  Charles , 


«   Cash  on  hand. 


$    cts. 


62794  29 
451  76 


534  89 

310  99 

125  40 

11  00 


2000  00 

1200  00 

249  67 


6000  00 
438  48 


$    cts. 


63246  05 


982  29 

18000  OO 

6849  49 

2092  82 

300  00 

361  15 

12981  54 

4249  12 


3449  67 


6438  48 
506  21 


$119456  80 


Audited  and  found  correct, 


MACINTOSH  &  HYDE,  Accountants. 
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MENT  OF  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRESS 

Inuspectore. — Population  of  the  Province  in  1881 — l,869,02t. 


1873-74 

1874-75 

1875-76 

1876-77 

1877-78 

1878-79 

1879-80 

1880-81 

1881-82 

1882-83 

3766 

3953 

2954 

• 

3960 

4096 

4159 

4118 

4156 

4233 

4404 

273 

261 

267 

272 

260 

266 

268 

281 

282 

333 

265 

265 

266 

294 

282 

303 

303 

302 

290 

246 

41 

43 

46 

42 

40 

40 

42 

86 

35 

31 

16 

16 

22 

17 

17 

17 

17 

19 

20 

18 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4367 

4544 

4561 

4591 

4701 

4791 

4754 

4800 

4866 

5039 

161695 

171548 

175335 

160687 

167031 

167964 

162150 

162968 

167308 

170858 

26138 

25262 

27274 

26003 

20429 

21252 

21685 

21984 

22267 

26378 

31825 

34870 

33016 

37459 

38852 

41955 

41899 

42983 

39655 

38278 

7552 

8773 

9480 

8307 

7874 

8310 

8650 

7253 

* 

7146 

6879 

1411 

1411 

1683 

1619 

1866 

1768 

1543 

1539 

1351 

1262 

275 

261 

255 

309 

642 

327 

321 

386 

323 

330 

610 

610 

657 

680 

731 

807 

1013 

1013 

1075 

1240 

^29506 

242735 

247700 

235064 

237425 

242383 

237261 

238126 

239125 

245225 

646 

521 

652 

590 

626 

578 

577 

508 

487 

497 

478 

517 

550 

558 

593 

614 

628 

598 

627 

602 

3866 

3810 

3874 

3780 

3931 

3971 

3997 

4062 

4289 

4448 

840 

935 

1005 

996 

1028 

1120 

1153 

1105 

1226 

1824 

5830 

5783 

6081 

6924 

6178 

6283 

6355 

6273 

6629 

6871 

868 

889 

906 

949 

967 

970 

988 

1010 

1051 

1071 

3482 

3552 

3659 

3826 

3945 

3948 

4013 

4039 

4440 

4864 

13502 

14965 

14937 

16262 

18577 

15554 

18389 

20393 

20884 

1 
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SCHOOL  CONTRIBUTIONS  SINCE  1S61. 


1873-74 

1874-75 

1875-76 

1876-77 

1877-78 

1878-79 

1879-80 

1880-81 

1881-82 

1882-83 

467720 

499873 

579810 

602643 

615810 

614511 

603895 

595798 

612879 

639566 

49300 

63742 

50138 

44250 

50247 

68981 

41371 

34904 

41446 

60745 

803113 

858227 

796068 

802442 

889306 

1077248 

1335813 

1366434 

1376384 

1181034 

728858 

727514 

691356 

778349 

694211 

704510 

714988 

688451 

732233 

928394 

2048991 

2149356 

2117372 

2227684 

2249574 

2465250 

2696067 

2685587 

2762942 

2809739 

78410 

78410 

78410 

78400 

78410 

78410 

78410 

78410 

78410 

78410 

145000 

155000 

155000 

155000 

155000 

155000 

155000 

155000 

155000 

155000 

8000 

8500 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

4000 

4000 

6000 

42500 

42500 

• 

46000 

46000 

46000 

46000 

42000 

43500 

42000 

46000 

12000 
2500 

12000 
3500 

12000 
6500 

12000 
6500 

12000 
4000 

12000 
4500 

13000 
4500 

13000 

2500 

2500 

9500 

5300 

6000 

6000 

6600 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

23820 

26810 

24985 

25500 

30000 

30000 

28625 
1800 

5514 

28625 
1500 

5694 

28745 
1500 

6000 

28745 
1500 

4932 

5432 

8200 

6630 

6558 

6426 

6522 

2400 

2400 

2400 

2800 

2800 

4000 

•  •«•  ••«•<• 

312862 

327552 

343495 

344430 

353268 

354336 

343349 

341229 

341155 

352677 

1 


APPENDIX  No.  VI 


SUPERIOR  EDUCATION 


f 


801 


CATHOLIC  SUPERIOR  EDUCATION.    1882-83. 


• 

Uniyersitiec. 

Grant  from 

the  superior 

education 

fund. 

Faculties. 

Number  of 

years  which 

ocmpose  the 

curriculum 

of  studies. 

Number 

of 
professors. 

Number 

of 
scholars. 

lAyAl— fiection  of  Quebec 

Divinity  . . . 

Law 

Medicine. .. 

Arts 

Divinity. . . . 

Law 

Medicine.. . 

Medicine   k 
Sui^^ery.. 

4 
3 
4 
2 
4 
3 
4 

8 
6 
13 
15 
12 
9 
15 

15 

84 

70 

59 

83 

Laval— Section  of  Montreal 

$2,000 

183 
74 

45 

School  of  Medicine  anrt  Surgery  \ 
of  Montreal / 

/ 

137 

I 

93 

735 

Number  of  pupils  ^ 

w^ho  have  received  diplomas. 

1883. 

Bachelors. 

Masters  or  licenciates. 

Doctors. 

Universities. 

• 

t 

a 
«> 

o 

8 

< 

o 

17 

Of  Medicine 
Of  Law. 

• 

•a 

> 

mm* 

Q 

o 

• 

Q 

O 

6 

TO 

o 

■ 

O 

• 
•m4 

Q 

o 

2 

• 

5 

3 

6 
O 

o 

• 

a 

»m4 

1 

o 

■ 

5 

Of  Canon 
law. 

• 

Q 

o 

Laval 

7     26 

1 

1 

8 

.... 

4 

7 

1 

8 

17 
43 

1 

3 

School  of  Medicine  ) 
and    Surarerv    of  > 

%M 

Montreal ) 

• 

Catholic  Superior  Education,  1882-83. 


Pupils. 

Number  of  diplomas  granted. 

Normal  Schools. 

►  be 

Professors. 

For 
Academies. 

Model 
Schools. 

Elemen- 
tary 
Schools. 

Totals. 

Laval — Quebec 

Jacques-Cartier,       \ 
Montreal / 

$17,400 
14,133 

11 
10 

99 
63 

8 
6 

41 
7 

38 

« 

3 

87 
16 

$31,533 

21 

162 

14 

48 

41 

103 

EDUCATION  1882-88— CW/mwerf. 


PWKCIPAL  BBABCHB8  OF  STUDY. 
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EDUCATION  ISS^m— Continued. 


PBINCIPAL  BRANCHES  OF  STUDY. 


34  I  14  I  068  I  198  I 


285   113   Ifill    lOSO    isa   140    S4T    T79    m 
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EDUCATION  1882-83— Cortraarf 


PBIKCIPAL  BBANOHES  OP  BTUDI. 


II 
Ijl 

if. 

pi 

i 

.5 

it 

1 

< 

- 
■5. 

P 

-5 

1 

11 

30 

90 

30 

30 

80 

30 

30 

15 

15 
48 

15 

16 

10 

te 

49 

30 

30 

60 

30 

30 

86 

24fi 
U7 

S4 
67 

318 
24 

16 

67 

39 

23 

80 

23 
60 

118 

130 

SIS 

218 

218 

BO 

39 

244 
20 

e 

30 

28 

10 

12 

63 

U 

10 

. 

4 

6 

20 

64 

10-1 

24 

24 

126 

226 

104 

104 

14 

36 

13 

19 

28 

28 

10 

10 

1.2 

112 

112 

84 

4 

10 

8 

3 

8 

IT 

IS 

3 

13 

18 

13 

10 

10 

26 

80 

M 

30 

13 

03 

63 

50 

60 

6 

12 

100 

26 

30 

10 

10 

10 

93 

92 

26 

26 

10 

80 

20 

as 

T 

BO 

47 

22 

60 

2 

32 

«5S 

1189 

730 

320 

282 

"" 

1843 

1162 

T70 

lee 

813 

1297 

139 

308 
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CATHOLIC  SUPERIOR 


Girls'  Academies. 


Bate  St-Paol 
Beanhamois . 


3 
4 


Bellevne,  Quebec . 
Belodil,  Yeich^res. 
Bertliier 


6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
U 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


Boachenrille,  Chamblj. 
Cacouna. 


Chambly. . . . , 
Chateauguay. 
Chicontimi.. . 


Descbambaalt. 


FT«ser?ille. 


Joliette 


Lachine,  Jacques-Cartier. 

Laprairie , 

Laazon,  L^vis • . . . . 

L6vis,  Town 

L'Islet 


Longue-Pointe,  Hochelaga. 

Longueuil,  Chamblj 

Les  CMres,  Sonlanges 


GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


Grant  from 

the  superior 

educatioD 

fbnd. 


C4 

t 

00 
00 


$ 

160 

90 

160 

70 

90 

50 

100 

120 

60 

175 

110 

100 

140 

200 

90 

150 

120 


50 

200 

60 


00 
00 


P 

a 


9 


$ 

148 


1500 


84  3500 


140 


55 


6000 


2060 


74   3026 


37 


93 


1698 


1800 


107  2195 


47 


162 


93 


93 


130 

186 

84 


140 
112 
140 

37 
186 

56 


1112 


s 

■*» 

c 

P 

a 
a 


$ 

1400 
3400 
7200 
1975 
2815 
1685 
1700 
2092 
1068 


1500   1500 


4000 


2144 

2735 

25706 

2775 


10275  10157 


3972 


2214 


2327 
30387 


2780 


5000 
1550 
1047 
7282 
1128 


5200 
1550 
3000 
8087 
1119 


•a 

§ 

ao 

a 

•^  mi. 

o  V 

Mi 


$ 

4000 

26000 

93000 

7500 

12600 

6500 

5500 

8000 

6000 

3060 

9800 

5350 

20000 

71066 

9000 

53600 

31000 

6000 

6000 

89000 

9500 


o 

OB 
CD 


6 

12 

10 

4 

8 

5 

5 

6 

5 

3 

5 

6 

10 

24 

7 

20 

12 

5 

2 

18 

5 


9  C 


a.  ^5^ 


150 
325 
76 
74 
137 
118 
97 
133 
83 
60 
110 
130 
330 
315 
146 
366 
36T 
120 
60 
244 


309 


EDUCATION  1S82-SS— Continued. 


PBINCIPAL  BRANCHES  OP  STUDY. 


3 

ja 

to 

fl 

08 


flu 


19 
12     !     20 

22 
3 
7 

10 


23 

10 


12 


1 
18 


43 
25 


40 


00 

o 


a 


« 
« 


9 

QU 


14 


3 
6 


2 

18 

1 


16 


Si 


bo 

d 

d 

ee 
a>* 


a 
flu. 


7 

20 

9 

3 


4 

15 

3 


20 
14 
12 
20 
26 


6 
43 
26 

2 

16 
1 


a 

o 

O 


9S 


Qi 

04 


7 
4 
9 


4 

4 

16 

3 


20 

14 

12 

20 

6 

1 

6 

43 

25 

2 

16 

1 


00 

d 


tf 
o 


d« 
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04 


120 

140 

62 

36 

90 

70 

93 

116 

62 

63 

1!0 

90 

260 

203 

86 

170 

330 

70 

60 

214 

37 


S 

s 

d 

f-^    OB 
•mm  *^*m 

Oh 


80 
36 
40 
22 
62 
18 
60 
46 
23 
63 
66 
60 

200 

180 
61 
40 

157 
70 
60 

214 
20 


.J. 

o 
» 

d 


^  S 

00  -S 

04 


24 


60 

10 

138 


43 


90 
16 


-a 

1 

p 

d 

.a 

d  . 

^^ 

04 


100 


68 
19 
90 
90 
97 

130 
30 
32 
70 
60 

200 

102 
90 
30 

116 
60 
34 
30 
23 


d 

CO 

d 


00 


100 
80 
70 
26 

106 
78 
36 

119 
40 
40 
66 
30 

260 

130 
70 

120 
71 
60 
66 

168 
30 


B 


•5^ 


40 
30 
43 
16 
14 
36 
10 
19 
29 
21 
24 
30 
30 
26 
10 
30 
40 


bo 

d 

d 

2 

to 

a 


GO 

a 

p 

Oi 


6 
3 


2 
4 

12 
1 

10 


16 


•••••• 


00 

p 

to 

a 


00 


12 
40 
45 
16 
26 

2 
24 
61 

7 
18 
20 
18 
60 
80 
27 
42 
47 
16 


116 


16 


20 


90 


9 
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CATHOLIC  SUPERIOR 


22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 


GEMEBAL  STATEMENT. 


Girls'  Academies. 


MalUtie,  ChftrleTOiz. 


Montreal,  Acad6mie  Boargeojs.. 

Montreal,  Sacr^-Conr 

Montreal,  St-Denis  Street 

Montreal,  Notre-Dame 

Montreal,  Ste-Briglde 


28   Nicolet. 


29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 


Pointe-aox-Trembles,  Hochelaga. . . . 

Pointe^ox-l^remblee,  Portnenf 

Pointe  Claire,  Jacqaes-Gartier 

Quebec,  Sceurs  de  la  Oharit6 

Quebec,  Sceors  Cong.  N.-D 

Quebec,  Bon  Pasteur 

Bigand,  Vaudreuil 

Bimouski 


Bivi^re-dn-Lonp,  Maskinong^, 
Bivi^e-Oaelle 


Saaltau  BeooUet. 


Sherbrooke 


Sillory,  Quebec. 
Sorel,  Bichelieu, 


Grant  from 

the  superior 

education 

fond. 


00 

I 

00 
00 


$ 

125 

140 

80 

80 

160 

80 

60 

135 

240 

100 

100 

100 

100 

60 

320 

fie 

80 

130 

300 

175 

380 


CO 

00, 
00 


116 


130 


112 


74 


148 


74 


46 


125 


223 


93 


93 


93 


46 


325 


46 


65 


121 


279 


162 


353 


P 
d 

1 

0 

d 


"3 

d 
d 


2500 
5981 
5000 
7600 
3855 
2348 
1932 
3653 
1200 


93   3429 


20000 


12591 


25830 


2114 


7547 


2550 


1190 


20500 


7209 
15702 


5925 


2200 

5648 

5000 

7500 

3994 

2308 

1600 

3641 

1500 

3382 

32000 

17400 

25832 

2000 

7524 

2650 

1160 

70300 

7106 

15225 

5599 


s 

00 

bo 

o 


o  o 


% 

9600 
18950 
34000 
21'100 


15000 


12600 


18000 


5000 


19150 


113000 


133740 
2700 


7000 


33000 


7000 


103000 


19000 


80489 


45000 


I 


6 

14 

9 

14 

14 

13 

12 

10 

5 

6 

6 

25 

18 


19 
15 
45 
15 


k 


is 


JP5 


9 


200 
139 
104 
128 
49 


1018 ; 


410 


140 


116   i 


197 


100 


120 
775 
92 
260  5 
250  7 
770  :   7 


C 


t 


5 
5 


S 


112  S 
544  S 
120  ' 
541 


811 


EDUCATION  im2Si— Continued. 


PBINCIPAL  BRANCHES  OF  8TUDT. 


I 

CD 


(A 

a 

•*« 

e 

-I 

P4 


'u 

s 

bo 

c 

a 

s 


s 


00 

o 

OQ 

to 

a 

1 


p 
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be 


to 

a 


b 


a 

o 

tc 

a 


0/ 

SB 


* 

s 

OR 
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00 

P 
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bo 

a 


W«  "FN 


o 

5 


-5g 


£ 


« 


45  •« 

£ 


^»S 


OQ 


OB 

0 
04 


I 


0 

d 

'3 
04 


0 


1 

e 


12 
45 
11 


18 


49 


12 
12 
17 
20 


8 
11 
10 


49 


«••••« 

•»v 

• 

16 

«  «  •  • 

6 

no 

40 

40 

•  •  *  t  •  1 

10 

37 

40 

, . 

42 

24 

4 

20 

3 
12 
66 

6 


12 
15 


32 


30 

12 

2 

6 

14 

3 

8 

8 

1 

2 

47 

36 

15 


22 
6 
4 
15 
31 
10 
12 


8 
12 


6 

14 

3 

30 

2 

1 

2 

47 

92 

26 


22 
6 

4 
16 
10 
10 

4 


100 

350 

92 

230 

150 

466 

90 

100 

70 

76 

49 

625 

410 

100 

96 

83 

60 

111 

364 

120 

164 


60 

150 

66 

130 

36 

94 

60 

16 

46 

28 

47 

840 

160 

26 

62 

40 

22 

60 

104 

31 

96 


30 
12 


60 


36 
26 


96 

36 
2 


30 
360 


200 

206 

300 

22 

38 

30 

46 

41 

900 

160 

130 

96 

30 

66 


260 
120 
197 


80 

350 

40 

230 

173 

400 

76 

49 

60 

60 

49 

896 

270 

100 

96 

97 

80 

111 

221 

120 

449 


30 
360 

100 
72 

160 
70 
10 
16 
6 
49 

125 
10 
26 
26 
97 
16 
48 
66 

100 
64 


12 
2 
4 


12 
4 
2 


16 
60 
21 
110 
66 
24 
17 
67 


33 
11 

103 
12 
34 
13 
11 
10 
92 
60 

102 
62 


812 


CATHOLIC  SUPERIOE 


Qirls'  Academies. 


43  St-Aim6,  Richelieu 

44  St-Andr6,  Argenteuil 

45  Ste-Anne  de  la  Parade 

46  St-Augofitin,  Portneuf. 

47  St-Benoit^  Deux-Hontagnes. . . . 

48  8t.C68aire,  BonTille 

49  Bt-Cyprien,  Napieryille 

50  St-DcniB,  St-Hyacinthe 

51  St-Eustache,  Deuz-Montagnes. 

52  Bte-Famille,  Montmorency 

53  Si-Fran^lB,  Yamaaka 

54  8t-0abriel,  Hochelaga. 

55  Ste-Genevi^Te,  Jacqnes43artier 

56  Si-Georges,  Beanoe 

57  St-GeryaiB,  BellechaBse 

58  St^Gr^goire,  Nicolet 

59  St-Henri  de  Maaconche 

60  St-HilairCi  Boayille 

61  St-Hyacinthe,  N.-D.  de  Lorette 

62  St-Jacques,  Montcalm 

63  St-Jean,  8t-Jean 


Grant  from 

the  snperior 

education 

fund. 


C9 

00 

I 

00 
00 


$ 

50 

100 

80 

190 

140 

75 

80 

90 

116 

60 

65 

50 

75 

180 

80 

150 

80 

80 

140 

120 

170 


2 

00 
00 


$ 

37 
93 
65 

177 

112 
70 
74 
84 
84 
42 
46 
47 
66 

167 
74 

121 
74 
65 

130 
93 

140 


GBNEBAL  STATEMENT. 


o 
a 

la 

a 
a 


$ 


1330 


1405 


2312 


469 


3580 


4347 


1900 


2198 


1589 


800 


2400 


5060 


1300 


1800 


2160 


2389 


1900 


2812 


1983 


3618 


5439 


5 

a 

I 

a 


$ 
132 
1600 
2004 

470 
3575 
4242 
1850 
2174 
1470 

750 
2360 
2640 
1200 
2480 
2154 
2389 
2700 
2382 
2196 
3878 
5439 


a 

.2 
•5 

5S 

«M    OB 

o  o 


7750 

4600 

6120 

12000 

15500 

15000 

2400 

15000 

6000 

2400 

10600 

18000 

11500 

11100 

4000 

5000 

16000 

8700 

10600 

20000 

1700 


£ 

2 


6 

4 


13 


9 


6 


4 

6 

8 

8 

6 

6 

10 
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6 

11 

12 

14 


£,     7 


^5515 


130 


43 


145 


59 


108 


272 


80 


130 


127 


92     . 
190 

90 
106 
190 
197 
350 


& 


68  7 

60  .  6 

335  •  5 

153  ,  5 

106  '  5 


6 

e 

8 
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EDUCATION  1S92-SS— Continued, 


PBINCIPAL  BRANCHES  OF  STUDY. 
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48 
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84 

125 
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280 


c 

i 

bO 

a 
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12 
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40 
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130 
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32 
74 
30 
62 
42 
104 
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24 
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35 
30 
17 
72 
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EDUCATION  ISS^Si— Continued. 


PRINCIPAL  fiRANCHES  OF  STUDY. 
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240 
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44 
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26 
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I 


i 


04 

to 

.g 


p 

04 


20 


3196 


159 


p 
bo 


Ok 

p 

04 


63 
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26 
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CATHOLIC  SUPERIOE 


■». 


Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schools. 


ADciexme  Lorette 


2 
3 


Aylmer , 

Bagotyille  ... 
Bale  St.  Paul, 


5 
6 


Batiscan,  Independent  School. 

Batlscflfn,  St.  Frs.  Xavier 

Beaumont 


8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


Beauport.. 
B6cancour. 


Berthler 


Blairfindle 


Boucherville 
Buckingham 
Cacouna  .... 


Cap  Chat 

Cap  Rouge  . . . , 
Cap  Sant6.... . 
Cap  St.  Ig^e 
Carleton 


Chamblj-Oanton 
Champlain 


GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


Grant  from 

the  superior 

education 

fund. 


C4 

1—1 
00 
00 


$ 

40 
200 

50 
140 


45 
40 
50 
25 
40 
45 
60 
50 
80 
50 

100 
40 
40 

100 
50 
50 


CO 

00 
00 


37 
186 
47 
130 
30 
37 
33 
46 
21 
33 
37 
37 
46 
55 
47 
93 
28 
33 
93 
47 
37 


9 


a 


206 
1200 
225 
225 
263 
327 
266 
465 
215 
265 
353 
650 
600 
188 
220 
560 
280 
250 
428 
518 
312 


a 

o 
p. 

H 

1 

a 


f 

206 

1200 
225 
370 
253 
315 
266 
343 
215 
280 
319 
650 
600 
188 
220 
651 
280 
250 
331 
590 
280 


O 

s 

a 

O  9 


$ 

700 
20000 

400 
2000 

850 
1200 

800 
1200 
1000 

800 

800 
2500 
1500 
1000 

400 
1500 
1000 

800 

200 
3000 

500 


s 

o 

B 
BO 

o 
fin 


1 
1 


2 


1 
1 


1 
2 


u 

0*3. 
So 


70  7 

123  8 

106  .... 

70  5 

26  7 

99  '    8 

84  •  > . . 

«f  ^  a   •  «  . 

50       6 

85  4 
88       7 

105       5 
120       5 

66  < ■  ••• 

I 

'49  

32       5 
28       ^ 

109       5 
68    •  •  ■ > 

I 

101        3 
o3    .  • .  • 
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CATHOLIC  SUPBEIOB 


■*■  . 


^ti 


Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schooi  s. 


2 

23 

24 

26 

26 

27 

28 


Charlesbourg  .. 
Ch&teauguaj  .. 
Ch&teaii-Richer 


Coaticooke 


Cdteau-Landing. 
cote  des  Neigee. 
C6te  St.  Lonis  . . 


29   Deschambault 


30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 


DouglastowQ  . . , 
Drummondville , 


Ecureuils 


Escoumains 


Furmont 


Fiaserville 


GentUly 

Grande  Bale... 
Grande  Riviere 


Grondines 


H6bertTille 


Hereford 


GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


Grant  from 

the  superior 

education 

fund.. 


Hall 


09 

00 

I 

00 
00 


$ 

40 
40 
4G 
60 
60 
40 
40 
70 


50 


50 


50 


40 


60 


90 
60 
50 
60 
100 
300 


CO 

00 
00 


$ 

37 
37 
33 
56 
56 
37 
37 
55 
28 
47 
42 
37 


55 


47 
47 
37 
56 
93 
279 


g 

a* 

► 

9 
P 
P 


$ 

400 
300 
330 
741 
425 
450 
1000 
246 
144 
300 
255 
172 


800 
179 
300 
200 
356 
206 
400 
311 


£ 

0 

d 

9 
H 

d 
a 

< 


$ 

381 
300 
300 
500 
425 
350 
1000 
246 
150 
300 
240 
210 


800 
175 
290 
200 
346 
280 
350 
2640 


c 
s 


•55 

o  ^ 


5  5 
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2000 

1200 

1800 

1600 

1500 

6000 

3000 

1200 

300 

400 

200 

170 


1 200 
600 
600 
300 
700 
400 

2000 
16000 
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3 

1 
2 

4 
2 
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X  ^ 

u  «• 

I- 

u  a 
Bo 


67       4 

^O  •   •  • a 

81       5 

I 
59     ... 

125       8 


83       3 

160       4 
40.    5 

40  5 
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86  I .  •  •  • 
92 
56 
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41  .-.. 
44  ,    4 
69 
30 
40       4 

4  73  I    T 
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PRINCIPAL  BRANCHES  OF  STUDIES. 
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1 

44 
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e 

12 

13 
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26 
75 

38 

*0 
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u 
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26 

26 
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12 
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30 
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Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schools. 


43 
44 
46 

46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 


Isle  auz  Grues. 
Isle  Verte 


Iberville 


Kamouraska , 

Eingsey  

Lacolle 

Lachine 

Lanoraie— boys 

Lanorale — mixed . . . . 

L'Ange-Gardien 

La  Pointe  au  Pic . . . . 
L'Assomption — boys 

Les  CMres 

Leclercville 

Les  Eboulements . . . . 

Longue-Pointe 

Lachenaie  ......  . . . . 

Malbaie 

Maniwaki 

Maria 

Maskinong6 


GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


Grant  from 

the  superior 

education 

fund. 

• 

1 

1 

0 

5 

• 

£ 

1 

0 

Value  of  buildings  and  of 
real  estate. 

• 

s 

s 

1 

1 

1? 
«  IS 

}  - 

00 

I 

^H 
00 
00 

m 

00 
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00 
00 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

40 

37 

315 

313 

2 

76 

S 

50 

37 

253 

253 

1500 

1 

65 

< 

28 

47 

1184 
450 

1000 
450 

2000 
3200 

3 

1 

148 
52 

S 
5 

60 

40 

33 

125 

150 

600 

1 

30 

•  •  • » 

60 

46 

447 

525 

1200 

2 

95 

,  •  •  •  ■ 

1 

100 

93 

1387 

1185 

llOOO 

4 

!87 

1 

\    4 

70 

60 

400 

400 

2000 

3 

102 

i  4 

70 

60 

L250 

1489 

8819 

3 

159 

C 

50 

37 

104 

104 

1000 

2 

65 

4 

40 

37 

150 

202 

1100 

1 

40 

1 

40 

28 

583 

422 

1200 

3 

119 

• 
1 

60 

46 

275 

256 

1500 

1 

27 

1 
••.. 

40 

37 

191 

207 

225 

1 

84 

i  4 

70 

65 

220 

220 

1400 

1 

72 

1 
1 

40 

275 

235 

400 

1 

67 

1 

1  » 

t 

40 

33 

230 

220 

800 

2 

54 

« p  •  • 

40 

37 
65 

1 
3 

65 
123 

*  •  • 

70 

468 

655 

4000 

1 

• 
• 

80 

74 

350 

350 

450 

1 

66 

• 

4 

40 

28 

300 

350 

1000 

1 

86  . 
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PBINCIPAL  BRANCHES  OF  STUDY. 
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Boys'  model  schoolfl  and  mixed 
model  schools. 


64 
66 
66 
61 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 


Matane. 


McNider. 


M«tls, 


N.-D.  des  Laurentides. 


N.-D.  de  Laterri^re 


N.-D.  du  Portage, 
New  Liverpool... 
Nicolet 


Noavelle. 


Oniatchonao 


Perc*. 


Pointe-&.Qatineati,  village. 
Pointe-2i-Gkitineaii 


Montreal,  Belmont  School ' 

Montreal,  Champlain  School 

Montreal,  Montcalm  School 

Montreal,  Olier  School 

Montreal,  Sarsfleld  School 

Montreal,  Miss  Qraham 

Montreal,  Miss  G6n^renx 

Montebello 


GENERAL  STATEMENT 


Grant  from 

the  superior 

education 

fund. 


1 

00 
00 


$ 


50 


50 


40 
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60 


180 
100 
50 
60 
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80 
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o 
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1 
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11422 
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1000 
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700 
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1 


8 
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St 
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2 

60 

2 

48 

3 
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1 

62 

1 

41 

1 

60 

5 
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3 

TO 

II 
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30 
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PBIHCIPAL  BRANCHES  OF  8TDDT. 
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90 
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CAl'HOLIC  SUPERIOR 


GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


Onnt  iTom 
the  mpertot 
education 


PoJDte  ma.  Tremblea,  Fortoeaf 

Poiute  kui  Ttembles,  Hocli«lBga. . . 

Polnte  dn  Lac 

Porioeof 

Quebec,  Miss  Neville 

Quebec,  Mr.  Et.  recteku 

Qaebec,  Mr.  F.  Litonmeao 

Qaebec,  Ut8.  C6ti 

Quebec,  St-Fian9<ds  Street  School. . 

Qnebec,  Bcolc  dn  Patronage 

Quebec,  Education  Society 

Quebec,  Bisters  of  Charity 

Quebec,  Sjatere  of  Charity 

BIcbmoDd  k  Cleveland 

KimonBki,  Orphan  Asylum 

Rtmoiuki,  PetihB  Bcolea 

Ripon  

Rlviire  au  Renard 

Riviiredu  Loup 

RivlAre  Onelle 

St-Ag»pit 


IBOO 
ITOO 
lOOOO 


4600 
8004 


EDirCATION  l8S2-S3~Continued. 


PRINCIPAL  BBANCHES  OP  STUDY. 


i  Ste-Agathe    

I  St-Aim6 

i  3t- Alexandre,  EamouraskA  . , 

)  Si-A!ezandr«,  Iberville 

1  8t-Ambroise 

.  St-Aoaclet 

!  St-Anicet 

I  Ste-Auaglasie 

L  St--ADdr£,  Eamoarajka 

>  St-Andr6  Aveliu 

Ste-AngSle  de  M6rid 

'  Ste-Angdle,  Bouvllle , 

I  Ste-AQDe,  Chicoutimi 

1  Ste-Anne  de  la  Pirade 

>  Ste-Aune  de  BelleTue , 

.  Ste-Anne  de  Beaupra 

\  Ste-Anae  des  Flaines 

I  Ste-Aune  dee  Moots 

I  St-Anseline 

I  St-Antoine,  Vcrchires 

t'  St-AnU>iDe  de  Tilly 


n 


CATHOLIC  SUPERIOR 


QENEBAL  STATEHBNT. 


Orant  from 
the  tDpeiior 
educattoQ 
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CATHOLIC  SUPERIOR 


Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schools. 


GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


127 
128 
129 
130 


St-Apollinaire. 
St-Augustin.  • . 
St-Barthelemi. 
St-Basile 


131    St-Bernard. 


1 32 '  St-Bonayenture  d'Hamilton , 


133  SteBrigide,  Iberyille. 

134  Ste-Brigitte  de  Laval. 
St-Brano 


135 


136  8t-Calixte  de  Somerset. 


137  St-Casimir. 


IStt 

139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 


Ste -Catherine, 


8te-C6cile  du  Bic. 


St-Gharles,  Bellechasse.. . 
St-Charles,  St-Hyacinthe 
Ste-Claire 


St-Oonstant. 


St-Oyprien 

St-David,  Yamaska. ... 
St-Denis,  St-Hyacinthe. 
St-Denis,  Eamonraska.. 


Grant  from 

the  superior 

education 

fund. 


•—I 

00 
00 


$ 

60 
40 


50 
40 
60 
40 
40 
60 
70 
40 
60 
60 
40 
100 
100 
40 
80 
40 
40 


CO 
00 

I 

CQ 
00 
00 


61 

37 

28 

46 

37 

47 

37 

37 

37 

66 

33 

46 

37 

33 

93 

84 

33 

66 

28 

28 

37 


o 

0 

2 

0 


% 
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160 
320 
260 
198 
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338 
136 
260 
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180 


335 
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466 
400 
210 


£ 

c 

0 
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/^ 

X 


c 

c 

< 


162 


160 
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260 
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227 


260 
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200    200 
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600 


360 


400 


466 


400 


210 


be 

c 


$ 


400 


800 


400 


600 


660 


200 


800 
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800 


300 


400 


400 


600 


1200 
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1000 


2000 


600   6000 


600 


800 


350 


o 

00 

00 

2 


5 

1 


34 
19 
50 
114 
66 
2  168 
2  j  132 
2  92 
177 
77 
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100 
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4 
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•• 
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4 
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PEIHCIPAL  BRANCHES  OF  STUDY. 
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66 
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* 
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3 
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7 
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19 

12 

29 

1 
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50 

20 
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10 

20 

20 

20 

20 

34 

10 

34 

10 

3 

34 

34 

34 

19 
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4 

12 

12 

16 

12 

60 

20 

6 

6 

25 

20 
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30 

26 

69 

38 

6 

32 

23 

63 
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60 

10 
25 

12 
100 

26 
80 
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40 
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25 

26 

80 
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30 

30 

30 

62 
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89 
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I  Kt-Dumlnique 

t  St.Edouard 

I  Ste-Elimbeth 

.  Ste-Eulaliu 

'■  S[-Euatacb«. 

I  Stc-Funille 

I  8t-F61ii  de  Valois 

i  St-FUTieD,  LotbinUro 

I  St-Fran^oig  dn  Lbu 

'  Ste-Foy9 

I  St. Gabriel,  Hochetaga 

'  St-Qabriel  da  Brandon 

t  Ste-Qenevlive 

I  Ste-GenevJive  de  Batiscan . . 

'■  St-Ooocge,  Beauce 

I  St-OeoTge  do  Heuriville 

i  SC-Qermain  de  arantham. . . 

>  St-OerraiB,  Bullechaase 

i  Bt-Gilles,  Lotbinfire 

r  St-Grtgoire,  Iberville 

I  Ste-H6UDe 


OENEBAL  STATEMENT. 


Grant  from 

o 

tbe  superior 

i 

5 

education 

fund 

I : 


1000 

900 

I600O 

e 

... 

344 

212 

GOO 

,       » 

lUO 

1090 

2300 

m 

395 

400 

400 

SO 

2TG 
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1000 

a 

US 

198 
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600 

38 
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145 

300 
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CATHOLIC  SUPERIOR 


OENEBAL  STATBMEST. 


Gnnt  from 

the  superior 

educfttioD 

fand. 


i  St-Heori,  Hochelaga 

)   St-Hemi,  Uris 

it-Hennw 

!    St-Hnbert,  Chimbly , 

i   St-Hjacintke 

1   Sl-Hysciathe 

:   8t-Hilaire,  RoaTillo 

i   St-Igraca  da  Coteau 

r   St-l8idorc,  Laprairie 

)   St-Mdore,  Dorcb  ester. 

)   8t-IrSn6e 

I   St-Jftcques  de  I'AcblgHD 

1    St-Jacques  le  Uinenr 

!;  St-Jeau  des  Challlotu 

I  SUJeon,  MontmoToncy. 

II  St-Jeou  Baptigte,  Hochelaga.. . . 
i\  St-J«ui  CbrjBOBtfime,  LSvis.... 
1-  SUean  Chrjsoatame,  Chiteanguay. . 

;j  St-Jean  PorWoIi 

3   Ste^sBDne  de  Neuvllle 

)l  St-Jir&me,  Cfaicontiml 


$ 

2100 


2200 


4000 
36E0 


1000 
450O 


1200 
1100 


833 


EDUCATION  1SS2-8S— Continued. 


PBINCIPAL  BRANCHES  OP  STUDY. 


Pupils  learning  Arith- 
metic. 

Pupils  learning  Book- 
keeping. 

i 

< 

bO 

a 

1 

9 

:i4 

Pupils  learning  Geometry. 

Pupils  lenridng  French 
Composition  or  Amplifi- 
cation. 

Pupils  learning  Knglish 
Composition  or  Amplifi- 
cation. 

Pupils  learning  Geognu 
phy. 

i 

to 

a 

s 
1 

00 

a 

s 

0^ 

Pupils  learning  Canadian 
History. 

Pupils  learning  Agricul- 
ture. 

Pupils  learning  Horticul- 
ture. 

Pupils  following  a  special 
Commercial  Coarse. 

Pupils  learning  Industrial 
Linear  Drawing. 
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U  STATEMENT. 


Omut  from  \ 
the  BDperlor 
edacatioa 


)  SWoachiin,  TwoMouutalna.. 
I    8t-J««cbitD,  Hontmorency..., 

!   StJoteph,  Beauce 

I  SWoBeph  de  LiviH,  LansoQ . . 
1  St&Julie  da  Someraet 

Bt-Lombert,  LsvU. 

St-Ldureal,  MonttnoieDcy 

it'L^on,  BlBBkiuoDgfi 

St-LouiEdu  Mile  End 

Sb-Louisdo  Lotbiuiire. 

<  BULouia  de  Qoniiagae 

.   Bt-Louia  de  MitabotehouaD  . . 

:  8t«-Liice 

I   St-Mkrc,  Vetcltires 

I  Sto-Marthe,  Vaudranil 

;   BUMartiu,  Laval 

i   Stc-Martine 

'  St-Hathia«. 

I   Ste-HUanle  d'Aillebout 

I   Sm-HoDlque,  Nicolet 

)  SUNicolas,  L6TJS 


10000 

1200 
1200 


1300 
1000 
4000 
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PBINCIPAL  BRANCHES  OF  STUDY. 
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232 
233 
234 
236 
236 
237 
238 
239 
240 
241 
242 
243 
244 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
250 
251 
252 


Ste-Bosalie,  Bagot. . , 

Ste-Bose,  Laval 

St-SauYeor,  Quebec . , 
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PBINCIPAL  BRANCHEB  OP  BTDDT. 
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Boys'  model  schools  and  mued 
model  schools. 


253  Stanfold 

264  Trois  Pistoles 

256  Yalleyfield 

256  Vaudrenil 
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QENEBAL  STAT! 


Oirltf  Model  Schools. 


1  Acton  Vale 

2  Baie  du  Febvra 

)  BtouicooT 
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QirlK'  Uodel  Schools. 


Onut   ^m 
tbe  aaperioT 


Qte.  Anne  de  la  PocatUr*.., 

9t.  Anselme 

8t  Aubert 

St.  Antoine  de  Hall 

St.  Bartbel^mi 

St.BernaM 

St.  Calixte  de  Somerset 

St-CMeatln 

St-Chnries 

St  Chiiatophe 

8to.  Croix 

Stc.  Can^goDde 

8t.  Cuthbert 

St,  David,  Tamaaka 

Ste.  Elizabeth 

8t.Ephrem  d'Upton 

St.  Esprit 

St.  Ferdinaod  d'Hall&x... 

St  FraQijoiB  R.  8 

St  Gabriel  de  Brandon,. . . 
St.  QeoTge  da  Henriville.. . 


2TtS 

I56« 
2000 


3fiO0 

1300 


4310 
1639 


3600 
12000 
BOOO 
6300 
GOOO 
3186 
3100 
S900 
3000 

laooo 

11000 

8000 

moo 

3000 

3S80 

ISOOO    4  '     68 
I 
GEOD    6  113 

no  6800    6   100 


10  jawi  j^^^Pj 


1183 
1333 

2980 
2000 
1000 
36B3 

1B33 


EDUCATION  1882-83— Oift»wcrf. 


FBINCIPAL  BBANCHE8  OF  STDDY. 


< 

i 

1 

f 

la 

h 

r 

^ 

s 

a 

"S 

s 

3| 
1= 

P 

1 

»l 

fa, 

84 

S5 

2 

26 

60 

80 

25 

5 

S 

40 

6 

76 

20 

3 

3 

48 

10 

IT 
10 

1 

144 

JO 
25 

93 

, 

I 

.  121 

25 

10 

10 

26 

10 

57 

8 

8 

8 

30 

4U 

18 

18 

16 

26 

12 

84 

6 

3 

33 

12 

100 

60 

20 

30 

00 

40 

360 

100 

62 

18 

3 

40 

8 

100 

35 

10 

10 

96 

30 

105 

30 

7 

6 

65 

69 

34 

18 

6 

48 

2fi 

45 
22 

" 

60     1 

e 

18 

12 

79 

24 

10 

24 

60 

22 

sa 

,  1 

, 

40 

9 

o» 

" 

68 

S3 

32 

66 

22 

40 

69 

78 

25 

66 

34 

40 

Qirl'i  Model  SchoolB. 


Grant    from  l 
the  gaperior 

education 


i 

1 

u> 

1 

< 

■< 

s 

t 

210 

300 

1600 

1600 

G400 

5260 

1327 

1G27 

3967 

3076 

1698 

2696 

17! 

190 

20B3 

1727 

2BO0 

2500 

3210 

2870 

2000 

2300 

600 

700 

885 

760 

1026 

1U8 

180 

180 

1810 

1610 

uoo 

1400 

1500 

1400 

1610 

1700 

1963 

1969 

1100 

SOO 

11 
ii 


>4   Ste-GertTDds 

!G   tjUOuilUume  d' Upton 

16   SUBenrl,  Hochelaga 

!7  St-Hippolytede  WoUon..., 

Sa   St-Hoguea 

19   St-Iguuca  dn  Cotein 

ro  St-Jeftn  PortJoU 

n    St-J£rOme 

'2   StJowph,  Beaace 

'3  St-Laurent,  UoDtmoreDcy.. 

'4   St-Lfn 

'5   St-Liynori 

'6  St-LouU  de  OoDSBgiie 

'7   St-UartJn 

'8   Ste-Uartine 

9  SUMaorice 

10  8t-H«dard  d«  Warwick.  . . . 

11  St-Ulchel,  BellecbMM 

12  St-Micbel,  Tamatika 

13  Bt-Michel,  N«pieryille 

14  Sle-Honlqno 


EDUCATION  ISSBSS—Cmtmued. 


PBINCIFAL  BBANCEES  OF  BTUDT. 
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Girls'  Model  Schools. 
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PROTESTANT  SUPERIOR  EDUCATION  1882-83. 


University  and  Normal  Schools. 


McGill  University,  Montreal.  . . 


Colleges  affiliated  to  McGill 
University : 


Morrin  Collegei  Quebec, 


St.  Francis  College,  Richmond.. 
Presbyterian  College,  Montreal 
Wesleyan  College,  Montreal.  . . 
Anglican  College,  Montreal  . . . 
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McGill  formal  School,  Montreal. 
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PROTESTANT  SUPERIOR 


•■  High  Schooli  "  uid  Academies 
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PROTESTANT  SUPERIOR 


QBNEBAL  STATEUENT 


"Uigh  Schoole"  utd  Ac»demiei 
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Model  Schools 
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CATHOLIC  COMMITTEE. 


Session  of  February  2,  1883. 

Present  : — The  Superintendent,  Chairman  ;  His  Grace  the  Archbishop 
of  Quebec  ;  Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Three  Eivers,  Rimouski,  Mon- 
treal, St.  Hyacinthe,  Ottawa,  Sherbrooke ;  Mgr.  Lorain,  the  Apostolic  Vicar 
for  Pontiac ;  Grand  Vicar  Doucet,  representing  the  Bishop  of  Chicoutimi ; 
the  Honorable  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau,  Honorable  Judge 
Jette,  P.  S.  Murphy,  Esquire. 

A  Telegram  &om  Dr.  Painchaud  was  read  apolizing  for  non-attendance 
on  account  of  sickness. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Superintendent  read  the  following  letter  from  the  Honorable 
Treasurer  of  the  Province,  dated  the  18th  of  January  last. 

Quebec,  18th  January,  1883. 

Honorable  Gedeon  Oxjimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instrudion, 

Quebec, 

Sir, 

The  Government  is  of  opinion  that  the  Act  passed  in  1880  establishing 

pension  and  benevolent  fand  in  favor  of  officers  of  primary  instruction 

ih-ould  be  repealed,  but  before  taking  such  action  they  desired  to  consult 
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and  take  the  advice  of  both  Committees  of  the  Conncil  o 
tiou. 

On  abolishing  this  fund  the  GJovemment  intends 
officers  of  instmction  all  they  have  paid  and  to  remit  w 
withheld  out'  of  the  grants  at  the  disposal  of  the  Depi 
Instruction.  They  also  intend  to  provide  for  granting  p 
inspectors  and  professors  in  the  Normal  schools. 

I  forward  you  copies  of  the  Bill  which  I  have  prep: 
pose  and  I  pray  you  to  convoke  both  committees  of  the  ' 
lustractiou  in  order  to  submit  it  to  them. 

I  would  be  happy  to  meet  the  Council,  in  order  to  give  them  all  the 
^      .  informations  or  explanations  which  they  might  desire  and  I  beg  ron  to 

h;,  inform  me  of  the  date  and  hour  at  which  it  would  be  convenient  for  these 

^  gentlemen  to  see  me. 

j;.'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

f  J.  WiJETELE, 

i^' ,  Provincial  lyeaswer 

It  The  Superintendent  also  read  the  notice  calling  tl 

^^  ance  with  such  letter. 

&■." 

il      ,  Quebec,  2i 

ty'^'  •  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  special  sei 

'  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  will  b( 

j.  room  "in  the  Departmental  Buildings,"  on  Friday, 

February  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  considt 

^ .  1.  Whether  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  48-44  Vict 

]■   '  tuled  :  "  An  Act  to  establish  a  pension  and  benevolent 

;  officers  of  primary  instruction,"  should  be  amended  or 

i.  2o.  Any  other  bill  or  matters  which  may  be  sub 

during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  respectiu] 
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3o.  Secton  2  of  the  Act  36  Victoria,  chapter  15,  respecting  the  amount 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction.    This  meeting  is  held  at  the  request  of  the  G-overnment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Your  Grace's 

Most  humble  servant, 

G^DfiON  OUIMET, 

Superintendent 
Louis  Giard, 

Recording  Secretary, 

The  following  Bills  were  read,  to  wit  : 

A  Bill  intituled  :  "  An  Act  to  repeal  the  Act  4a-44  Victoria,  chap.  22," 
and  also  a  Bill  intituled :  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  superannuation  or 
pensioning  of  certain  officers  of  justice  and  other  officers,"  these  two  bills 
being  those  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Wiirtele  of  the 
18th  of  January  last. 

The  Honorable  Messrs  Mousseau  and  Wiirtele  gave  explanations  res- 
pecting both  these  bills. 

Read  a  petition  signed  by  J.  0.  Casgrain  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  other  teachers  and  professors  of  Montreal  and  elsewhere  praying  that 
the  Act  43-44  Vict.,  chap.  22  be  not  repealed,  but  on  the  contrary  that 
it  be  amended,  and  referring  to  the  amendments  mentioned  in  the  "  Jour- 
nal of  Public  Instruction." 

To  the  Honorable  t/ie  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 

The  humble  petition  of  the  undersigned  respectfully  represents  : 
That  teachers,  by  the  nature  of  their  duties  are  called  upon  to  render 
the  greatest  services^to  society  ; 

That  the  most  enlightened  governments  of  the  world  have  acknow- 
ledged the  importance  of  such  services  by  assuring  to  teachers  a  sufficient 
subsistence  for  their  old  age  ; 


That  the  OoTemment  of  Quebec  has  also  acknowledged  i 
are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  public  and  by  a  law  sanctic 
established  a  pension  fund  in  favor  of  those  who  hare  spent  t 
of  their  lives  in  educating  the  young ; 

Therefore  the  undersigned,  teachers  of  the  Province  of  Que 

Humbly  represent : 

That  they  hope  that  your  Council  would  suggest  to  the  I 
of  this  Province  not  only  to  maintain,  but  to  complete  the  la' 
ananation  by  making  the  amendments  hereinafter  mentioned ; 

Your  petitioners  are  convinced  that  the  Gtovernmeut  whic 
proo&  of  such  generous  intentions  towards  the  officers  of  the  i 
will  not  refuse  to  continue  and  even  to  increase  the  grant  to  i 
pension  fund. 

U.  E.  Archambault,  Esq.,  Director  of  the  Catholic  Commerc 
of  Montreal  and  J.  B,  Clontier,  Esq,,  one  of  the  professors  o 
Normal  School,  were  heard  and  gave  explanations  to  the  Comn 
petitions  and  the  proposed  amendments. 

After  a  debate,  His  G-race  the  Archbishop  moved,  seconded 
Bellean  the  following  resolutions  : 

lo.  That  the  Catholic  Committee  of  Public  Instruction  ai 
is  in  favor  of  the  existence  of  a  pension  and  benevolent  fimc 
of  primary  instruction ; 

2o.  That  the  said  Committee  believes  that  the  law  43-44  Vi 
22,  should  be  modified  somewhat,  but  it  is  not  now  preparec 
any  changes  on  account  of  the  short  time  allowed  for  such  par 

3o.  That  a  sub-committee  composed  of  five  members  be 
study  the  question  and  report  to  the  meeting  which  shall  be 
next,  with  power  to  adopt  the  necessary  means  of  ascertaining 
of  all  the  officers  of  primary  instructions,  as  determined  by  Be( 
said  Act ; 
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4o.  That  the  said  sub-committee  be  composed  of  the  Superintendent, 
the  Bishop  of  Rimouski,  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau  and  of  the  mover  and 
seconder ; 

Adopted. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Hon.  J.  A.  Mousseau  to  the  Superintendent, 
dated  the  23rd  December  last,  respecting  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Committee  on  the  28th  September  last : 

Quebec,  28  December,  1882. 

Honorable  Gideon  Oxjimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 

Quebec, 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
November  last  (No.  1522,  1882),  containing  a  resolution  of  the  Catholic 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  which  "  on  account  of  cer- 
tain recent  events,  expressed  the  ardent  desire  that  in  future,  no  bill  upon 
education  be  presented  to  the  Legislature,  without  having  been  previously 
commxmicated  to  this  Committee  in  order  to  give  it  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  opinion." 

As  you  know,  by  asking  the  Parliament  of  Quebec  to  create  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  the  Government  wished  to  secure  in  the  mem- 
bers who  compose  such  Council,  enlightened  competent  advisers  whose 
w^isdom  would  prevent  it  from  committing  any  errors  in  a  matter  so  im- 
portant and  delicate  is  that  of  education!. 

I  am  firmly  decided  to  maintain  the  law  and  to  continue  to  profit  by 
the  valuable  suggestions  which  the  members  of  the  Council  will  make  me. 
I  especially  prize  those  coming  from  their  Lordships  the  Bishops.  I  know 
they  will  always  be  the  result  of  their  experience  and  their  labor  as  I  am 
persuaded  they  will  always  be  dictated  by  the  same  zeal  for  the  cause  of 
education  of  which  they  have  hitherto  given  so  many  proofs. 


It  is  the  wish  of  the  population  of  all  beliefs  in  the  Provi 
that  religion  should  form  the  basis  of  all  education  and  so  1 
fill  the  office  which  1  now  have  the  honor  to  occupy  I  shs 
to  all  legislation  tending  to  endanger  our  religious  instructioi 

^.^  There  is  however  nothing  to  be  feared  on  that  account, 

^r  in  order  to  acquaint,  once  for  all,  the  members  of  the  Cou 

^'■v  Instruction,  that  when  it  shall  be  necessary  to  legislate  on 

^■^  shall  always  be  very  happy  to  receive  their  wise  snggesti 

J'-':  therefrom  all  possible  profit  in  a  matter  where  religion  playi 

^;.  part. 
■^  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

|;:      , 

.■5'  Your  obedient  servant, 

;!.  J.  A.  MO 

^  ■  Then  the  Bishop  of  Montreal  moved 

'A  That  the  Superintendent  be  directed  to  thank  the  Government  for  the 

J-  kindness  with  which  it  has  acceded  to  the  wish  of  the  Committee,  and 

.' .  '  especially  for  the  resolution  which  it  expresses  of  making  religion  the  basb 

>  of  our  system  of  education. 

,     .  Adopted. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Hon.  Louis  Beaubien,  dated  the  23rd  Jai 
last,  to  the  Superintendent,  forwarding  him  a  Bill  amending  the  £ 
■■'  Vict.,  chap.  16,  which  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Superintendent  informed  the  Conunittee  that  in  a  Bill  havii 
its  object  the  incorporation  of  the  village  of  St.  Sauveur  of  Quebec, 
town,  the  mode  of  imposing  school  rates  in  the  said  school  was  provide 
also  a  Bill  to  amend  the  laws  on  public  instruction  in  so  far  as  they 
to  the  town  of  Richmond  ;  also  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  iucorporatin 
City  of  Hull,  and  in  which  the  School  Commissioners  of 
vide  for  the  means  of  collecting  the  rates  and  other  schoo 

These  diflerent  Bills  were  adopted. 
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Bead  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  H.  Gt.  Joly  to  the  Superintendent,  dated 
the  1st  of  February  instant : 

Quebec,  1st  Febraary,  1883. 

Honorable  Gt^DtON  Ouimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Sir, 

During  last  session,  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  passed 
an  Act  (45  Vict.,  chap.  13)  by  which  it  was  among  other  thing  enacted : 
**  That  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  council  may  appoint  by  proclamation  a 
day  to  be  observed  as  "  Arbor  Day  "  for  the  planting  of  forest  trees." 

With  our  neighbors  of  the  United  States  this  day,  known  under 
the  name  of  "  Arbor  Day,"  is  observed  in  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Michigan 
and  several  other  states  and  millions  of  trees  are  planted  on  every  "  Arbor 
Day."  Their  colleges,  their  seminaries,  and  their  schools  take  the  most 
active  part  in  this  festival  and  you  understand,  I  am  sure,  the  pleasure 
these  children  young  boys  and  young  girls  take  in  planting  these  trees 
and  in  watching  over  and  protecting  them. 

The  precautions  required  in  properly  uprooting  trees,  replanting  them, 
supporting,  watering,  tending  and  cupping  them,  and  in  a  word  giving 
them  the  necessary  attention  to  secure  a  fine  and  rapid  growth,  are  for  the 
children  so  many  lessons  in  order  and  perseverance  which  they  will  profit 
from  all  their  lives.  There  can  be  no  better  method  of  making  them  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  details. 

They  at  the  same  time  learn  to  like  the  trees  and  when  once  they 
acquire  such  a  feeling,  they  can  never  forget  it. 

In  our  country,  more  than  in  any  other,  the  time  is  come  to  wage  war 
against  the  prejudice  which  we  inherited  from  the  first  settlers  who 
looked  upon  (we  cannot  blame  them  if  we  put  ourselves  in  their  places) 
the  trees  of  the  forest  as  so  many  obstacles  and  enemies. 


Grand  Vicar  Caron  presented  a  letter  from  the  Bishop  of 
-appointing  him  administrator  of  the  diocese  in  his  absence. 

The  minntes  of  the  last  meeting  were  corrected  and  appr 
A  complaint  made  by  a  certain  number  of  notaries  ags 
P.  J.  Knel  was  read. 

After  the  Committee  had  examined  the  said  complain 
moved  that  the  portion  of  the  said  complaint  which  relates  i 
the  notarial  profession  by  the  said  inspector  not  coming  ni 
diction  of  this  Committee,  this  latter  decides  to  leave  it  com 
bat  that  as  to  the  portion  respecting  the  inspector's  not  n 
district  of  inspection  which  is  assigned  to  him,  a  copy  be  forv 
before  this  Committee  takes  any  action  in  the  matter. 

A  petition  signed  by  94  teachers  was  read,  expressing  the  desire  th»l 
\\  :  the  candidates  who  present  themselves  to  be  examined  to  obtain  a  certi- 

l-,^;-  ficate  of  competency  as  school  inspectors  be  examined  only  on  composition. 

p.-  translation,  pedagogy,  school  laws,  the  building  of  school  houses  andsta- 

f  .'  tistics,  required  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

'^■'  The  consideration  of  the  said  petition  was   adjourned   to  the  next 

I*,'  meeting. 

F' 

Ls  The  sub-committee  appointed   at  the  last  meeting  to  procu 

mation  respecting  the  creation  of  a  pension  fund  for  teachers,  r 
following  report : 

19th  May,  1 

Meeting  of  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  procure  information  n 
.  the  teachers'  pension  fund  created  by  the  48-44  Tict.,  chap. 

Present  : — His  Grace  the  Archbishop,  the  Bishop  of  Rimt 
N.  F,  Belleau,  P.  J.  0.  Chauveaa  and  the  Superintendent. 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  was  elected  Chairman. 

The  Superintendent  gives  communication  of  a  circu 
which  he  forwarded  to  the  inspectors,  recommending 
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teachers  male  and  female  of  their  district,   if  they  were  or  were  not  in 
favor  of  a  pension  fund  and  to  report. 


Twenty-two  inspectors  have  reported.  Some  of  those  reports  are  only 
I  partial  reports.  The  number  of  reports  forwarded  to  this  day  is  148t.  Of 
f  this  number  12Y8  (169  male  teachers  and  1119  female  teachers)  are  in  favor 
and  209  are  opposed,  of  which  Y  are  male  teachers  and  202  female  teachers. 

Your  committee  will  make  a  second  report  later  on,  when  it  will  have 
received  the  reports  of  those  inspectors  who  have  not  forwarded  any  and 
when  such  reports  as  are  still  incomplete  shall  have  been  completed. 

X  E.  A.,  Arch,  of  Quebec. 

This  report  was  adopted,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Painchaud. 

The  petition  of  the  School  Commissioners  of  the  town  of  St.  John's, 
Iberville,  praying  for  such  aid  as  will  permit  them  to  meet  certain  expenses 
they  have  incurred  for  the  construction  of  a  building  to  be  used  as  a  lodg- 
ing for  nine  of  the  Christian  Brothers  who  direct  their  academy  and  for 
repairs  to  the  house  where  the  academy  is  kept,  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  Montreal,  the  committee  recommends  that 
Joseph  Napoleon  Miller  be  appointed  school  inspector  in  place  of  A.  D. 
Dorval,  Esq.,  deceased,  for  the  same  district  and  with  the  same  salary. 

Petitions  of  Messrs.  D.  B6gin,  P.  J.  Ruel  and  Ed.  Savard,  school  inspec- 
tors, praying  for  an  increase  of  salary. 


On  motion  of  the  Archbishop,  it  was  resolved  to  recommend  these 
petitions  to  the  Government. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  ex-school  inspector  Tanguay. 

The  Bishop  of  Kimouski  moved,  seconded  by  Dr.  Painchaud,  that  seeing 
the  great  importance  of  school  inspection,  a  sub-committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  this  question  and  to  report  to  this  committee ;  that  the  Super- 
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inteudent  be  reqaested  to  place  before  the  said  enb-committee  all  desirable 
information  respecting  the  extent  of  the  inspection  districts,  the  difficnl- 
ties  of  comma nicatioQ  in  each  of  them  and  the  manner  in  which  each 
iaBpector  performs  his  duties  and  that  this  sub-committee  be  composed 
of  His  Grace  the  Archbishop,  the  Superintendent,  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  of  J.  G. 
Bossg,  Esq.,  the  mover  and  the  seonder,  and  that  three  be  a  qnorum. 

A  bill  to  amend  32  Victoria,  chap.  16,  sect.  12,  introduced  by  J-  Fre- 
geau,  Esq.,  M.P.P.,  praying  that  the  words  "  at  any  time  "  be  struck  out 
and  replaced  by  the  following  words :  "  with  the  consent  of  the  majority  of 
the  dissentients,"  was  not  approved  of,  the  committee  bebeving  that  it 
would  in  fact  abolish  an  important  privilege  that  the  existing  of  law  grante 
to  dissentients. 

The  Committee  recommends  the  following  appoini 
for  the  various  Boards  of  Examiners,  to  wit : 

Bedford  Board. 
John  Francis  Leonard,  Esquire,  in  the  place  of  Moia 


Beauce  Board. 
Charles  Lindsay,  Esq.,  in  the  place  of  Achille  Forti 

Atlmer  Board. 

Eraste  d'Odet  D'Orsonnens,  Esq.,  and  Charles  B. 
place  of  John  Delisle,  Esq.,  and  of  Alexandre  Bourgean, 

Sir  N.  F,  Belleau  moved  : 

That  the  Committee  regrets  infinitely  to  read  in 
published  on  last  Saturday,  a  serious  accusation  mac 
who  "  would  have  tried  last  autumn  to  estrange  the  D 
tian  Brothers  irom  the  Brother  Provincial  of  the  said  si 
sented  as  having  been  blamed  by  a  Biahop  of  the  Pro\ 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  ;  "  that  this  accusatv 
departure  from,  and  a  breach  of  the  usages   and  und( 
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and  tacitly  agreed  to  in  all  communications  either  confidential  or  collect- 
ire  by  and  between  the  members  of  this  committee,  they  being  always 
supposed  to  be  secret,  unless  an  understanding  to  the  contrary  should 

exist. 

The  Honorable  Judge  Jett6,  seconded  by  Dr.  Fainchaud,  moved  in 
amendment : 

That  Mr.  Murphy  having  declared  to  the  Committee  that  he  had  never 
said  that  a  Bishop  of  the  Province  had  blamed  the  Brother  Provincial  of  * 
the  Christian  Brothers,  as  related  by  Brother  Arnold  in  a  letter  published 
in  the  newspaper  VEtendard^  and  that  the  remai^ks  thus  related  were  never 
uttered  at  any  session  of  the  Committee,  they  accept  the  said  declaration 
and  refuse  to  further  consider  such  pretended  revelations  of  private  con- 
versations. 

This  amendment  was  carried  unanimously. 


Session  of  the  25th  September,  1883. 

Present  : — ^The  Superintendent,  chairman  ;  His  Grace  the  Archbishop 
of  Quebec ;  Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Montreal,  St.  Hyacinthe,  Ei- 
mouski,  Sherbrooke,  Chicoutimi,  Ottawa,  Grand  Vicar  Caron,  representing 
the  Bishop  of  Three  Eivers  ;  the  Honorable  Sir  N.  P.  Belleau,  Hon.  P.  J.  0. 
Chauveau,  and  Messrs.  P.  S.  Murphy  and  Dr.  Painchaud. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

Read : — Letters  of  excuse  irom  Mgr.  Lorrain,  Hon.  Judge  Jettfe,  Hon. 
Mr.  Ryan  and  P.  B.  Benoit,  Esquire,  for  not  being  able  to  attend  the  pre- 
sent sitting  of  the  Committee. 

Read  : — Order  in  council  appointing  P.  B.  Benoit,  Esquire,  M.P.,  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

Read  : — Petition  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute,  Montreal,  praying 
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the  Catholic  Committee  to  recommend  the  increase  of  their  grant  to  tbx 
Government. 

In  reference  thereto,  Reverend  Mr,  TrSpanier,  chaplain  of  the  insiitn- 
tion,  gave  some  explanations  to  the  members  of  the  Council. 


After  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  Inspector  Bnel  relative  to  his  non- 
residence  in  his  inspection  division,  Hon.  P.  J.  0.  Chaavean  moved  : 

"That  the  Superintendent  be  authorized  to  inform  Inspector  RueL 
from  the  Catholic  Committee,  that  he  must  fix  his  residence  within  the 
limits  of  his  inspection  division  from  this  date  up  to  the  Ist  September, 

1884." 

Carried. 

His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  Chicoutimi  moved  that  Fran9oi6-Xant'T 
GK>sselin,  Esquire,  Advocate,  of  Chicoutimi,  be  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  Chicoutimi,  in  room  of  Francis  O'Brien,  1 
absent. 

Carried. 

His  Lordship^the^^Bishop  of  St.  Hyaciuthe  moved  that  the  Eev. 
St-Loais,  Priest,  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Board  of  Exj 
for  the  District  of  Bedford,  in  the  room  of  the  Reverend  Alphonse  P 


Carried. 

His  Lordship  thej^Bishop  of  Rimoaski  moved  that  L^nidas  '. 
Esquire,  Advocate,  beJ,appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examii 
Rimouski,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Foumier,  deceased,  and  that  Mr.  Heni 
perion  be  appointed^  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Board  of  Examii 
Bonaventure,  in  the  loom  of  Pierre  Chauvoau,  Esquire,  absent. 

His  G-race  the  Archbishop  of  Qneoec  moved  ''hat  the  amendi 
the  school  laws,  as  follows,  submitted  by  Inspecto  ■  Ruel  to  the  C 
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Gomntittee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  be  as  follows,  and  recom- 
mended  to  the  G-ovemment  in  the  event  of  their  being  a  question  of 
amendments  to  the  school  law  during  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 

•     Section  12  of  the  Act  82  Victoria,  chapter  16,  respecting  education  in 
this  province  is  repealed  and  replaced  by  the  following  : 

"  Whenever  two  thirds  of  the  inliabitants  of  the  religious  minority, 
declare  themselves  dissentient,  each  ratepayer  of  the  minority  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  taxes  and  monthly  rates  to  the  trustees  of  the  said  reli- 
gious minority,  provided  that  his  property  is  not  more  than  three  miles 
distant  from  the  school  house  established  or  to  be  established  in  the  school 
district. 

The  miles  are  to  be  measured  along  the  by-roads  or  public  roads,  and 
the  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  declared  themselves  dissentient^ 
shall  collectively  give  notice  of  such  dissent  in  accordance  with  section  56 
of  chapter  15  of  the  Consolidated  Statutes  for  Lower  Canada,  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  School  Commissioners  ;  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Trustees  then  elected  shall  afterwards  give  to  the  chairman  of  the  School 
Commissioners,  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  are  to  belong  to  the  dis- 
sentients and  of  all  the  lands  affected  by  the  preceding  clause. 

Nevertheless  any  ratepayer  belonging  to  the  religious  minority  and 
residing  outside  of  three  miles  from  the  school  house  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
join  the  dissentients  or  not." 

Carrried. 

The  sub-committee,  instructed  to  examine  the  law  respecting  pensions 
granted  to  teachers,  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 

The  sub-committee,  instructed  to  report  on  the  Act  43-44  Vict.,  chap.  22, 
re8i>ecting  the  pension  and  benevolent  fund  in  favor  of  officers  of  primary 
instruction,  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 

At  the  present  time  the  number  of  male  and  female  teachers  being 
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3,444  and  the  number  of  answers  received  being  2,061,  it  followa  that  there 
are  still  1,383  whose  opinion  is  not  known. 

Oat  of  the  2,061  who  hare  answered  there  are  250  male  teacheis  in 
favor  of  the  measure  and  1,447  female  teachers  also  in  its  fevor — total 
1,697. 

The  votes  gainst  it  are  divided  as  follows :  14  male  teachers  and  340 
female  teachers — total  against  354. 

There  is  no  report  from  the  Magdalen  Islands,  nor  from  the  inspection 
district  of  the  late  Mr.  Dorval  who  was  replaced  only  very  lately. 

The  inspectors  have  reported  only  those  teacheis  that  they  have  visited 
since  receiving  the  order  to  find  out  the  opinion  of  the  teachers  of  their 
districts. 

Tour  snb-committee,  considering  that  the  proportion  of  those  not  con- 
sulted is  a  third  of  the  total  number  and  that  it  is  important  that  the  opinion 
of  the  interested  parties  be  known  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  recommend  that 
no  action  be  taken  for  the  present,  and  if  it  is  possible  to  obtain 
merons  and  morally  complete  answers  before  next  session,  a  spec 
ing  of  the  Catholic  Committee  be  called. 

The  whole  humbly  submitted. 

t  B.  A.,  Archbishop  of  Quebec, 
Chairman  of  the  sub-cot 

Carried  on  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  Sherbrooke. 

The  petition  of  teachers  desiring  that  certain  changes  be  ma 
laws  respecting  the  examination  of  candidates  to  the  office  of  Schoc 
tors  in  fovor  of  those  who  have  obtained  diplomas  having  been  cc 
the  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauvean  moved  : 

That  it  be  decided  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  grant  the  reqU' 
by  certain  teachers  respecting  the  examination  of  candidates  to  I 
of  School  Inspector. 

Carried. 
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Sir  N.  F.  Bellean  moved 


Session  of  the  26th. 

Present  : — The  same. 

The  Committee  continued  the  examination  of  the  list  respecting  the 
distribution  of  the  fund  for  Superior  Education. 

The  Bishop  of  Rimouski  inquired  whether  it  was  true  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  had  sent  a  circular  to  the  School  Inspectors 
recommending  measures  contrary  to  a  resolution  of  the  Catholic  Com- 
mittee of  this  Council  respecting  the  choice  of  a  single  book  for  each  subject 
taught  in  the  schools. 

The  Superintendent  answered  that  the  circular  sent  was  sent  only  to 
Commissioners  and  Trustees  of  schools  and  to  Protestant  inspectors  in  the 
£!nglish  language. 

The  Bishop  of  Montreal  moved  : 

That  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
having  examined  a  petition  presented  by  the  Lady  directresses  of  the 
Institute  of  deaf-mutes  for  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Considering : 

lo.  That  these   nuns    have    incurred  for   several  years  considerable 
25 
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That  the  question  of  the  books  given  as  prizes  at  the  Quebec  Normal 
School  having  been  debated  and  the  explanations  of  the  Superintendent 
found  satisfactory,  the  Council  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day.  '  i\^ 

Carried. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  examine  the  list  prepared  by  the  Super- 
intendent respecting  the  distribution  of  the  Superior  Education  Fund. 


expense  for  the  buildings,  for  the  staff  employed  in  teaching,  for 
tenance  of  a  large  number  of  poor  scholars,  etc. 

2o.  That  they  have  made  their  establishment  a  provincial  on 
to  instruct  all  the  deaf-mutes  of  the  province  ; 

3o.  That  to  attain  their  end  in  a  more  efficient  manner,  1 
begnn  new  buildings,  the  cost  of  which  will  not  be  less  than  se 
thousand  dollars ; 

4o.  That  they  already  possess  an  establishment  which  has 
than  siity-sii  thousand  dollars,  but  that  this  house  is  not  large  e 
their  work; 

5o.  That  their  resources  will  not  allow  them  to  bear  all  those 
which  in  other  countries  and  especisJly  amongst  our  neighbours, 
devolve  upon.the  state ; 

Therefore : 

The  Catholic  Committee  of  Public  Instruction  earnestly 
Provincial  Government  to  receive  favorably  the  petition  whicl 
Lady  directresses  of  the  Institute  for  deaf-mates  will  present  them 
an  additional  special  grant,  without  prejudice  to  the  Superior  [ 
Fund. 

Carried. 

At  the  request  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Lagac^,  Principal  of  Lav 
School,  the  Committee  recommends  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Da 
as  professor  of  sciences,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Clontier  and  with 
salary. 

At  5  o'clock  the  Committee  adjourn  until  to-morrow. 
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Session  of  the  2*7th. 

Present  : — The  same,  with  the  exception  of  Grand  Vicar  Caron  and 
the  Honorable  Sir  N.  F.  Bellean. 

The  sub-committee  instructed  to  study  the  working  of  the  inspection 
of  schools  made  the  following  report : 

The  sub-committee,  appointed  to  study  the  working  of  the  inspection 
of  schools,  have  the  honor  to  report  progress,  and  will  deem  it  their  duty 
to  prepare  as  soon  as  possible  suggestions  on  this  important  matter  which 
has  been  referred  to  it. 

t  Jean.  Bishop  of  St.  G.  of  Eimouski, 

Chairman  of  the  sub-committee. 

Carried  on  motion  of  the  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau. 

^^  * 

The  petition  for  a  grant  of  six  hundred  dollars  (|600.00)  in  favor  of 

the  English  Commercial  Academy  of  Quebec,  sent  by  Brother  AUphraates 

was  considered  and  was  not  granted. 

The  sub-committee  concluded  the  examination  of  the  lists  prepared  by 
the  Superintendent  respecting  the  distribution  of  the  fund  set  aside  for 
Superior  Education  and  for  poor  municipalities,  which  after  some  changes 
were  recommended  for  the  approval  of  the  G-overnment. 

A  true  copy, 

LOUIS  GIARD, 

Recording  secretary. 
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PROTESTANT  COMMITTEE. 


"Wednesday,  18th  Septembee  1882. 

On  which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Commi 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held  : 

Present :  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  in  the  chair ;  the  Revd,  Dr 
Dr.  Dawson,  R.  W.  Heneker.  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Montre 
Rev.  Dr.  Mathews,  the  Hon.  W.  W.  Lynch,  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq., 
and  the  Hon.  G-fidten  Ouimet,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instmction. 

The  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  were  read,  and  confirmed. 

There  was  read  a  letter  of  apology  for  non-attendance  from  the  I 
R.  Church. 

Dr.  Dawson  read  the  following  Report  from  the  Sub-Commit 
School  Law  : 

"  The  Sub-Committee  on  special  legal  provisions  for  Protestant  t 
beg  leave  to  report  siz  clauses  of  a  bill  for  the  better  organization 
Protestant  Schools,  together  with  snggestions  for  several  other  ■ 
which  they  propose  to  reduce  to  proper  form  at  their  next  meel 
agreeable  the  Committee. 

They  would  recommend  ; 

1.  That  the  clauses  as  adopted  by  the  Sub-Committee  should  be  ] 
as  early  as  possible  for  private  circulation  among  members  of  the  O 
tee, 

2.  That  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  should  be  held  before  th 
session  of  the  Legislature  to  consider  and  finally  adopt  the  claost 
that  means  should  be  taken  to  secure  a  full  meeting. 

3.  That  a  respectful  request  be  made  to  the  Gov '  '"  ~" 

Committee  an  interview  so  as  to  permit  more  full  eip 
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The  Sub-Committee  has  based  its  proposals  for  legislation  on  the  felt 
wants  of  the  Protestant  minority,  as  expressed  in  the  resolutions  of  this 
Committee,  passed  some  time  ago,  and  with  such  modifications  as  occurred 
on  subsequent  discussion. 

The  principle,  which  has  guided  your  Sub-Committee,  is  that  of  pre- 

.  paring  a  fixed  body  of  law  suitable  to  the  wants  of  the  Protestant  minority, 

and  leaving  the  Eoman  Catholic  majority  free  to  proceed  with  the  changes 

suggested  at  various  times  in  their  system,  without  interference  with  the 

special  requirements  of  the  Protestant  Schools." 

J.  W.  DAWSON, 

Convener. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  clauses  referred  to  above,  it  was  unanim- 
ously resolved  : 

"  That  the  Sub-Committee  on  the  School  Law  do  sit  again  and  print 
and  circulate  among  the  members  of  the  Committee  their  proposals  before 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee." 

It  was  agreed  to  add  Dr.  Cook's  name  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  School 
Law. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that, 
owing  to  the  change  in  the  Q-ovemment  and  the  absence  of  the  Premier 
from  the  city,  nothing  had  been  done  as  to  an  additional  grant  for  the 
EdiLcaiional  Record.  The  Sub-Committee  on  the  said  Educational  Record  was 
requested  to  report  to  next  meeting. 

The  Sub-Committee,  to  which  the  case  of  Mr.  F.  I.  Bamford  had  been 
referred,  reoommended,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  that  the  grant 
frdm  the  Superior  Education  Fund  to  Dunham  Academy  be  paid  to  him. 

The  Hon.  the  Sui)erintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  he 
had  had  an  interview  with  the  Eight  Hon.  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  in  re- 
gard to  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees,  and  that'  the  Kight  Hon.  the 
Premier  of  the  Dominion  had  promised  that  the  claim  of  the  Prbtestant 
Committee  on  said  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees  would  be  attended  to. 
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The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  noth 
had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  neutral  panel. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that 
Revd.  Isaac  Brock,  and  Henry  D.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  both  of  Sherbrooke, 
been  appointed  members  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Sherbrooke,  as  rec 
mended  at  last  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  had  before  them  a  reference  from  the  Board  of  Ex 
iuers,  Montreal,  in  regard  to  the  granting  of  Diplomas  to  certain  parties, 
agreed  to  the  recommendations  of  said  Board  of  Examiners,  Montreal. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Revd.  Thomas  Blaylock,  President  Pre 
tant  Board  of  Examiners,  county  of  Bonaventure,  recommending,  (1)  1 
the  Revd.  F.  "W.  Greorge,  of  New  Carlisle,  be  appointed  a  member  of  i 
Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  county  of  Bonaventure,  in  the  place  of 
J.  Legrand  resigned ;  (2)  That  the  Examinations  for  Teachers'  Diploma 
held  in  June  and  December  instead  of  May  and  November,  as  iu 
latter  months  the  roads  in  the  Gasp^  coast  are  almost  impassable. 

■  The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  was  requested  to  recommend  the  GoV' 
ment  to  appoint  the  aforesaid  Revd.  F.  W.  Greoi^e,  of  New  Carlisle,  a  m 
ber  of  said  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  county  of  Bonaventure. 

In  regard  to  the  2nd  recommendation  in  Mr.  Blaylock'e  letter,  the  Se 
tary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  secretaries  of  the  several  Boardi 
Examiners,  enquiring  whether  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  change  the 
sent  times,  viz  :  May  and  November,  for  the  examination  ol  candidates 
Teachers'  Diplomas,  to  June  and  December. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  put  the  Model  Schools  of  Sorel  and  B 
on  the  list  for  Inspection  for  next  year. 

Resolutions  from  the  Provincial  Association  of  Protestant  Tea*.-] 
passed  at  their  late  meeting  in  Sherbrooke  in  regard  to :  I.  Time  of  ius] 
tion  of  High  and  Model  Schools.     II.  Central  examining  Board.     HI. 

creased  means  of  Professional  Training.     IV.  Represent"*'""  "^"^-^ • 

education  on  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of 
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were  received  and  read,  and  the  portions  of  t)iem  involving  a  change  of 
Law  were  referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  School  Law. 

The  reports  and  tabulated  statements  of  the  results  of  the  last  inspec- 
tion of  the  Academies  and  Model  Schools  were  laid  before  the  Committee, 
and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  have  the  general  reports  of  the  Inspec- 
tors together  with  the  said  tabulated  statements  published  in  the  Educa- 
tional Record. 

The  revenue  from  Marriage  License  Fees  for  the  past  year  amounted  to 
^6822.00  after  deducting  $200  for  management.  Of  this  sum  five  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated  to  University  Education,  as  follows  : 

McGill  University 2,500 

Morrin  Collefje 1,250 

University  of  Bishop's  College,  Lennoxville 1,250 

5,000 

The  Balance  of  the  Marriage  License  Fees  amounting  to....  $1,322, 
being  added  to  the  Protestant  portion,  according  to  the  recent  census  of  the 
Superior  Education  Grant  for  the  year,  amounting  to  |9,^00.00,  gives  a 
total  of  $11,022.00  for  distribution  at  this  meeting. 

• 

The  Committee,  after  carefully  examining  and  considering  the  reports 
and  returns  of  the  Inspectors  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Annual  Returns  from  the  different  Educational  Institutions 
for  Superior  Education,  agreed  to  recommend  the  payment  of  the  following 
«ums  annexed  to  each. 

Universities  and  Colleges. 

McGill  University $1,650 

Morrin  College 500 

St.  Francis  College,  Richmond 1,000 

University  of  Bishop's  College,  Lennoxville 1,000 

$4,150 


Academies,  class  I. 

Lachnte,  Argentenil 

Stanstead,  and  Wesleyan  Ladies' College 

Coaticook,  Stanstead 

Huntingdon 

Compton,  Ladies'  College 

Sherbrooke 


Class  IL 

KnowIton,"Brome 

Granby,  Shefford 

Eat6n,  Compton 

Inverness,  Megantic 

■Waterloo,  Sheffotd 

Shawville,  Pontiac 

Three  Rivers,  St.  Maurice 

Berthier-en-haut,  Berthier. 

Bedford,  Missisqnoi 

St.  Johns,  St.  Johne 

Clarenceville,  Missisqnoi 

Hatley,  Stanstead 

Dnnham,  Ladies'  College,  Missisquoi 

Model  School,  class  I. 

Sweetsburg,  Missisquoi , 

Ccwansville,  MisBisquoi 

Yalleyfield,  Beanharuois 

Magog,  Stanstead 

locolle,  St.  JohnB 
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Leeds,  Megantic $     75 

Bristol,  Pontiac ; 75 

Clarendon,  Pontiac 75 

$    600 
Class  II. 

St.  Sylvestre,  Lotbiniere $     50 

Thurso,  Ottawa 50 

Grenville,  Argentenil 50 

Marbleton,  Wolfe 50 

Hull,  Ottawa 50 

Aylmer,  Ottawa 50 

Scotstown,  Compton 50 

Sutton,  Brome 50 

Rawdon,  Montcalm 50 

St.  Lambert,  Chambly 50 

LaP^che,  Ottawa 50 

Philipsburg,  Missisquoi 50 

Stanbridge,  Missisquoi 50 

Ormstown,  Chateauguay 50 

Lingwick,  Grould,  Compton 50 

Warden,  Shefford 50 

$      800 

The  above  grants  amount  in  all  to  $15,850,  and  together  with  $120  due 
Sherbrooke  Academy  for  last  year,  make  $15,970,  which  sum,  being  deducted 
from  the  total  amount,  viz :  $16,022  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  for 
Superior  Education,  leaves  a  balance  of  $52. 

The  accounts  with  vouchers  submitted  by  the  Secretary  were  examined 
and  found  correct,  balance  to  date  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  being  $746.77. 

The  Secretary's  contingent  expenses  amounting  to  $3.80  were  ordered 
to  be  paid. 


k 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Vial's  application  was  considered  and  th 
cannot  recommend  the  grant  to  be  made  to  St.  Dunstan  Model 
Beauport. 

There  being  no  farther  bueiness,  the  Committee  adjonrn« 
Wednesday,  the  29th  November,  or  sooner,  if  necessary,  on  il 
chairman. 

GEORGE  ' 


Quebec,  2nd  February,  1883. 

On  which  day,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Com 
Council  of  Public  Instraction,  was  held  on  the  call  of  the  Government  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  through  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Teachers'  Pension  Act,  and  otheT 
proposed  Acts  on  Education. 

Present :  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  chairman ;  Dr.  Dawson,  Dr. 
Mathews,  Dr.  Heneker,  the  Hon.  James  Perrier,  and  the  Revd.  Ekoii  T. 
Eeiford,  Protestant  Secretary  of  the  Department,  to  rep 
tendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

A  letter  from  the  Hon.  J.  Wurtele,  Provincial  Treai 
Mr.  Eexford,  intimating  that  it  was  the  intention  of  i 
repeal  an  Act,  passed  in  1880,  establishing  a  Pensic 
Fund,  in  favour  of  ofiicers  of  Primary  Instmction,  and 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  provide 
pensions  to  Inspectors  of  Schools,  and  to  Professors  of  N 
that  before  doing  so,  the  Government  desire  to  consult  i 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  The  Hon,  the  Pi 
also  expressed  his  willingness  to  meet  the  Oommitteee 
giving  any  information  and  explanations,  which  the  Com 
The  Hon.  Messrs.  Moussean,  Wiirtele  and  Lynch,  had 
the  Committee. 
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The  Hon.  Messrs.  Wiirtele  and  Ljrnch  explained  the  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  matters  referred  to  above,  and  after  some  discus* 
sion,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq., 
D.C.L.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Dawson  : 

"  Whereas,  this  Committee  has  learned  from  the  Government  : 

1.  That  they  desire  to  introduce  a  Bill  into  Parliament  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Pension  Act,  43-44,  Vic.  cap.  22,  and  that,  before  doing  so,  they 
wish  for  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  on  the  subject ; 

2.  But  that,  in  order  to  protect  existing  interests,  they  propose  to  revert 
to  the  old  Pension  Act,  passed  22nd  December,  1856,  under  which  school 
teachers  may,  by  voluntary  contributions,  take  advantage  of  the  said  Act ; 

8.  And  that  they  propose  to  increase  the  maximum  of  $8,000  stipulated 
under  the  said  Act  of  1856,  by  a  further  contribution  of  at  least  $1,009,  (the 
said  sum  of  $1,000  being  the  amount  of  Q-overnment  contribution  under 
Sec.  12,  Sub-Sec.  8  of  the  Act  of  1880) ; 

4.  That  provision  will  be  made  for  School  Inspectors  and  Professors  in, 
and  Teachers  of.  Normal  Schools,  appointed  by  the  Government,  by  placing 
them  on  the  Civil  Service  Pension  List ; 

5.  That  the  sums  kept  back  from  the  Educational  Grants,  and  from 
School  Teachers,  in  anticipation  of  the  present  Act  going  into  operation, 
will  be  paid  over  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Instruction  and  to  the  teachers 
through  the  School  Boards  ; 

This  Committee  expresses  its  approval  of  the  proposed  repeal  of  the 
Act  43-44  Vic,  cap.  22,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  articles  2,  3,  4,  5  above 
mentioned,  but  earnestly  recommends  the  Government  so  to  amend  the 
provisions  of  the  old  Pension  Act  of  1856  as  to  induce  a  greater  desire,  on 
the  part  of  Teachers,  to  take  advantage  of  the  same. 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  immediately  communicated  to  the  Govern- 
ment with  a  request  that  permission  be  granted  to  publish  the  same  with- 
out delay. 


The  chainnau  asked  leave  to  give  in  the  report  of  the  Sub-Commit 
upon  the  petition  of  certaLn  inhabitants  of  the  School  mtinicipality  of  C 
The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  hand  the  said  report  of  said  Sub-Commil 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Dr.  Dawson,  reported  irom  the  Sub-Committee  on  Edttcational  Rec^ 
that  the  publishers  of  the  Record  are  willing  to  issue  it  once  in  two  mom 
beginning  February  Ist,  at  the  rate  of  $500  per  annum  for  the  copies 
quired,  and  increase  the  number  of  pages  in  each  number  in  proporti 
improving  also  the  quality  of  the  paper.  The  suggestion  made  as  to 
contents  of  the  Journal  will  be  attended  to  in  the  volume  of  1883. 

The  balance  of  account,  $253.33,  due  the  Grazette  Printing  Comps  ^ 
was  ordered  to  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  contingent  fund  will 
permit. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  : 

"  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pubic  Instruction  be  requested  to  furnish 
for  the  information  of  the  Committee,  a  Summary  of  the  G-rand  Statistics 
Tables  of  Inspectors  in  reference  to  Protestant  and  mixed  Schools  in  Ih 
different  districts  of  Inspection." 

The  following  letters  addressed  by  Dr.  Heneker  to  William  White.  E«; 
as  Batounier  of  the  Quebec  Bar,  in  regard  to  the  preliminary  examination 
for  the  admission  to  the  study  of  the  professions,  having  been  laid  before  th 
Committee,  it  was  unanimously  Resolved  : 

"  That  the  letter  read  by  Dr.  Heneker  be  adopted  by  this  Committee  a 
expressing  its  views,  and  be  printed  in  the  Record  and  for  general  circula 
tion." 


William  White,  Esq., 

Sherbrooke. 
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Sherbrooke,  29th  January,  1883. 


My  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  not  about  to  address  you  officially,  for  I  am  not  authorized  to 
do  so,  yet  I  know  you  are  so  much  interested  in  the  question  of  education 
in  this  Province,  that  I  cannot  but  feel,  (occupying  as  you  do  the  highly 
honourable  and  important  position  of  Batonnier  of  the  Quebec  Bar),  that  you 
ought  to  be  made  aware  of  the  desires  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  matter  of  the  examination  of  candidates 
for  admission  to  study  the  professions  in  this  Province.  I  wish  at  once  to 
state  that  the  Protestant  Committee  do  not  in  any  way  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  education  of  Eoman  Catholics.  The  two  Committees  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction  have  the  same  object  in  view,  but  they  work  on 
different  lines. 

The  Protestant  educational  system  may  be  classified  into  threee  grades, 
viz..  Common  Schools,  High  Schools  and  Universities.  With  the  limited 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee,  they  are  endeavoring  gradually  to 
raise  the  tone  of  the  High  Schools.  The  Common  Schools  demand  a  great 
deal  of  thoughtful  care  in  their  administration,  but  hitherto  they  have  been 
almost  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion ;  and  the  Universities,  although  receiving  grants  of  public  money,  lie 
beyond  the  inspecting  power  of  the  Committee.  Eegular  returns  of  their 
work  and  numbers  are  sent  periodically  to  the  Government,  and  they  are 
worthy  of  the  great  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  the  public.  But  the 
High  Schools,  or  Academies,  as  they  are  called  in  country  parts,  have  been 
in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  Committee  have  labored  earnestly 
to  raise  their  tone  and  to  fit  them  for  the  work  which  the  country  demands 
of  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  you  with  an  account  of  their  short-com- 
ings and  of  the  effi)rts  of  the  Protestant  Committee  to  improve  them — 
suffice  it  to  say  that  the  aim  of  the  Committee  is  to  make  the  Academies  the 
means  whereby  young  men  may  prepare  themselves  for  the  study  of  the 


professions  and  for  entering  the  TJoiverBitiee,  by  giving  them  the  gr 
work  of  a  liberal  education,  snch  as  may  qualify  them  for  public  li 
matter  what  a  man's  special  calling  may  be.    One  of  the  most  serious 
culties  the  Committee  have  had  to  encounter  arises   from  the  pi 
possessed  by  the  several  professional  bodies  to  examine  candidates  f< 
permission  to  enter  on  professional  study.    This  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  the  professional  examination  itself  for  admission  to  practice.     With 
this  latter  the  Committee  have  no  wish  to  interfere ;  it  is  entirely  outside  oi' 
their  province.     But  as  to  the  admission  to  study,  they  f 
preparatioa  a  yonug  man  can  have  is  a  broad,  liberal  ed 
"  cram,"  such  as  will  draw  out  the  faculties  and  cultiv; 
observation.    This  style  of  training  is  equally  applicable  a 
intending  student  of  Law,  of  Medicine,  of  Engineering  and  ( 
including  even  Divinity. 

Under  the  present  system  there  is  no  uniformity  of 
no  trained  body  of  Examiners,  and  in  the  uncertainty  whi 
dents  are  led  to  search  previous  sets  of  questions  and  to  pre 
by  a  system  of  "  cram." 

But  further,  there  is  a  great  practical  difficulty  in  the  fai 
my  teacher  can  give  attention  to  students  preparing  for  diffe 
and  at  the  same  time  attend  to  ordinary  school  work.  Unde 
any  educational  system  will  break  down.  The  plan  of  the 
have  an  Examining  Board  of  trained  teachers  of  experien 
appointed  by  the  G-overument  on  the  recommendation  of 
with,  if  necessary,  the  concurrence  of  the  professional  bod 
plan  would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case,  provided  the 
in  the  Academies  and  High  Schools  formed  the  ground  wo 
nations,  and  it  would  be  of  course  open  at  any  time  to 
bodies  to  recommend  certain  objects  of  study.  The  co-oper 
fessional  bodies  would  be^welcomed  by  the  Committee  am 
strengthen  their  hands. 

The  adoption  of  some  suchjsystem  would  give  a  high« 
tionand  secure  a  higher  class  of  teachers,  and  the  evils  ot'ih 
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would  be  avoided.  The  Committee  moreover  insist  very  strongly  on  the 
absolute  necessity  of  recognizing  the  University  Degree  as  in  itself  a  quali- 
fication for  the  entrance  on  the  study  of  a  profession.  The  two  Protestant 
Universities,  McGrill  and  Bishop's  College,  are  working  to  increase  the 
quality  of  the  degree.  They  are  united  on  the  subjects  for  matriculation  in 
Arts,  and  although  there  are  subsequent  differences,  so  as  to  satisfy  different 
classes  of  minds,  yet  both  are  earnest  to  require  good  work  from  their 
students.  If  the  professional  bodies  will  not  accept  men  who  have  devoted 
three  or  four  years  of  their  strength  to  the  study  of  Arts  and  Science,  not  in 
technicalities  but  on  broad  fundamental  grounds,  there  would  seem  to  be 
very  little  room  for  Universities  at  all  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Commending  these  few  observations  to  your  kind  notice  and  attention. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours 

R.  W;  Heneker, 

George  Weir. 

Secretary. 


Wednesday,  28th  February,  1883. 

On  which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of 
the  Council  of  the  Public  Instruction  was  held. 

Present :  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  in  the  chair,  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Mathews, 
R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  the  Hon.  James 
Ferrier,  and  the  Hon.  G^dfeon  Ouimet,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

The  minutes  of  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  29th  November,  1882,  w^ere 
read  and  confirmed. 

The  minutes  of  the  special  meeting  of  the  2nd  February,  1888,  were 
read,  and,  in  so  far  as  they  bore  on  the  special  business  for  which  said 
meeting  was  called  were  confirmed,  but  exception  being  taken  to  the  other 
items  of  business  taken  up  at  said  meeting,  it  was  resolved  that  they  should 
be  taken  up  again. 


>:* 


« 


V 


Academies,  class  I. 

Lachute,  Argeutenil 

Stanstead,  and  Wesleyan  Ladies'  College 

Coaticook,  Stanstead 

Huntingdon 

Compton,  Ladies' College 

Sherbrooke 


Class  IL 

Knowlton,~Brome 

Granby,  Shefford 

Eatdn,  Compton 

Inverness,  Megantic 

Waterloo,  Shefford , 

Shawville,  Pontiac 

Three  Rivers,  St.  Maurice 

Berthier-en-haut,  Berthier 

Bedford,  MisBisquoi 

St.  Johns,  St.  Johns , 

Clarenceville,  Missisqaoi 

Hatley,  Stanstead , 

Dunham,  Ladies'  College,  Missisquoi... 


Model  School,  class  I. 


Sweetsbnrg,  MiBsisqnoi.... 
Cowansville,  Missisquoi... 
Yalleyfield,  Beaaharnois. . . 

Mag{^,  Stanstead 

LacoUe,  St.  Johns 
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Leeds,  Megantic $     75 

Bristol,  Pontiac ; *75 

Clarendon,  Pontiac *75 

$   600 
Class  II. 

St.  Sylvestre,  Lotbiniere $     50 

Thurso,  Ottawa 50 

Grenville,  Argenteuil 50 

Marbleton,  Wolfe 50 

Hull,  Ottawa 50 

Aylmer,  Ottawa 50 

Scotstown,  Compton 50 

Sutton,  Brome 50 

Rawdon,  Montcalm 50 

St.  Lambert,  Chambly 50 

La  Pfeche,  Ottawa 50 

Philipsburg,  Missisquoi 50 

Stanbridge,  Missisquoi 50 

Onnstown,  Chateauguay 50 

Lingwick,  Gould,  Compton 50 

Warden,  Shefford 50 

$      800 

The  above  grants  amount  in  all  to  $15,850,  and  together  with  |120  due 
Sherbrooke  Academy  for  last  year,  make  $16,970,  which  sum,  being  deducted 
from  the  total  amount,  viz :  $16,022  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  for 
Superior  Education,  leaves  a  balance  of  $52. 

The  accounts  with  vouchers  submitted  by  the  Secretary  were  examined 
and  found  correct,  balance  to  date  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  being  $746.77. 

The  Secretary's  contingent  expenses  amounting  to  $3.80  were  ordered 
to  be  paid. 


before  the  Committee,  and  after  discusBion  it  was  ^ree 
deration  thereof  till  next  meeting. 

A  Snb-Oommittee  cousieting  of  Dr.  Heneker  anc 
appointed  to  enquire  into  all  financial  matters  afiectii 
rests  nnder  the  care  of  the  Committee,  and  to  report  to 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Reiford,  recommend] 
class  Elementary  Diplomas  be  issned  for  one  year  only, 
taking  the  highest  total  marks  and  a  first  class  Diplo 
fees,  (3)  That  candidates  for  Teachers'  Diplomas  be  ex 
those  for  Elementary  Diplomas  in  Smith's  Manual  for  1 
those  for  Model  School  and  Academy  Diplomas  on  the  S 
mediate  Schools.  The  Committee  agreed  to  the  2nd 
commendations,  and  to  the  Ist  provided  the  Law  an< 
the  Committee  allow  it. 

Dr.  Kichardson's  Temperance  Lesson  Book  was 
notice  of  the  Committee,  with  the  recommendation  tha 
list  of  Books  authorized  for  use  in  the  schools  of  this  p: 
discussion  it  was  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  accounts  and  Touchers  submitted  by  the  Secrt 
and  found  correct,  the  balance  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Comnuttee  a 
Wednesday,  the  30th  May,  or  earlier,  if  necessary,  on  1 
man. 

GEORa: 
See. 
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26th  June,  1888. 

The  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Province. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  recommend 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council  to  approve  of  the  following  regula- 
tions, concerning  Academy  Diplomas,  passed  by  the  Protestant  Committee 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  at  the  regular  meeting  held  on  the 
80th  May  last,  namely  : 

Copy  of  a  Eeport  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honorable  the  Executive  Council, 
dated  the  28th  June,  1883,  approved  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor  on 
the  30th  June,  1883. 

On  the  approval  of  certain  regulations  concerning  Academy  Diplomas. 

The  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Province,  in  a  memorandum  dated 
the  twenty-eighth  of  June  instant,  1883,  recommends,  on  the  application 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
be  pleased  to  approve  the  following  regulations  concerning  Academy  Di- 
plomas, passed  by  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  at  the  regular  meeting  held  on  the  80th  May  last,  viz  : 

"  Regulations  respecting  Academy  Diplomas."  "  Hereafter  three  grades 
"  of  Academy  Diplomas  for  Protestant  Academies,  which  schools  may  be 
"  granted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education  as  follows  : 

"  1st.  The  first  class  Academy  Diploma  to  candidates,  who  being  gra- 
"  duates  in  ai-ts  of  some  British  or  Canadian  TJniversitp,  and  having  taken 
"  both  Latin  and  Greek  in  their  course  of  study,  have  also  passed  the  exam- 
ination in  the  art  of  teaching  in  the  McGill  Normal  School,  as  prescribed 
by  its  regulations,  certification  of  the  above  to  be  made  by  the  Principal 
"  of  the  Normal  School. 


(( 
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"  2nd.  The  second  class  Academy  Diploma  ^o  candidates  who  have 
^*'  taken  the  Academy  Diplama  of  the  McGill  Normal  School,  or  of  a  Board 


of  Examiners  and  have  thereafter  passed  the  second  yet 
examination  of  a  University  in  the  Province  of  Qneb 
female  candidates),  who  have  passed  in  the  examinatioi 
sities  for  senior  associate  in  arts,  including  the  examinal 
G-reek,  certification  of  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  Univt 

"  3rd.  The  third  class  or  ordinary  Academy  Diplot 
■who  have  passed  the  examination  for  the  same  before  t 
examiners  having  the  power  to  examine  for  the  Acadec 
fication  of  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  Principal  of  the 
by  the  Board  of  Examiners- 

"  In  the  distribution  of  the  Superior  Education  Pun 
demies  in  which  a  first  or  second  class  academy  teacher 
shall  be  considered  to  be  entitled  to  the  first  and  secoi 
vention  irom  the  Superior  Education  Fund." 

Job.  a 
C 


Wednesday,  80th  May,  1883. 

On  which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protesti 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held  : 

Present :  His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  in  th 
Dr.  Dawson,  the  Hon.  James  Ferrier,  E.  W.  Heneker,  ] 
Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  and  the  Hon.  G^d^on  Ouimet,  ! 
Public  Instmction. 

The  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  were  read  and  cc 

The  summary  of  Grand  Statistical  Table  of  lospectic 
Protestant  and  mixed  Schools,  prepared  by  Mr.  Rezford, 
and  after  discussion  thereon  it  was  resolved  : 

"  That  Mr.  Bexford  be  requested  to  circulate 
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members  of  the  Committee,  with  additional  information  as  to  the  faith  of 
the  teachers  in  mixed  and  dissentient  schools,  with  any  other  suggestions 
he  may  have  to  make,." 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  the 
appointments  recommended  by  the  Committee  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Otta- 
wa and  Stanstead  Boards  of  Examiners  had  been  made. 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Premier,  in  regard  to 
changes  in  the  school  Laws  of  the  Province  reported  as  follows  : 

"  The  following  members  of  the  Protestant  Committee  waited  on  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mousseau,  Premier  of  Quebec,  on  the  12th  January,  1883,  at  10 
A.  M.,  on  the  proposed  amendments  of  the  Educational  Laws,  viz  : 

'  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  the  Revd.  Dr.  Cook,  the  Revd.  Dr. 
Mathews,  and  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  D.C.L.  The  Hon.  W.  W.  Lynch  was 
also  in  attendance,  but  not  as  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Committee. 

"  The  several  articles  of  amendment  were  read  over,  and  explanations 
given  as  to  each.  The  Premier  asked  questions  from  time  to  time,  and 
stated  that  as  regards  details  of  work,  he  considered  that  the  two  commit- 
tees of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  were,  in  his  opinion,  charged  with 
the  duty  of  applying  the  Law,  each  according  to  the  special  matters  referred 
to  them,  and  that,  if  money  were  wanted,  in  some  way,  it  must  be  found. 

"  As  to  Article  IV,  he  entertained  doubts,  for  it  involved  questions 
beyond  the  special  matter  referred  to,  and  the  subject  required  careful  in- 
vestigation. 

"  The  Hon.  Mr.  Lynch  stated  that  all  such  matters  were  understood  to 
have  been  settled  at  the  time  of  confederation,  when  a  compromise  was 
effected. 

"  The  deputation  replied  to  this  that  the  compromise  (so  called)  was 
brought  about  without  having  been  submitted  to  the  people,  and  could 
scarcely  be  held  as  binding  when  so  serious  a  diflB.culty  as  that  under  consi- 
deration was  held  to  exist. 
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"  Article  YI  was  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the  Pre 
importance  to  the  higher  education  of  the  conntry,  and  : 
to  the  strong  views  held  by  Dr.  Dawson  on  the  subject. 

"  The  Hon.  Mr.  Lynch  stated  that  he,  personally,  fai 
the  Committee,  but  thought  it  impossible  to  overcome  tt 
sition  of  the  representatives  of  the  different  professioi 
Parliament. 

"  To  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  other  Articles,  it  was  i 
Premier  gave  his  consent. 

"  On  the  question  of  the  introduction  of  any  new  h 
instruction,  without  the  knowledge  and  advice  first  tal 
tees  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Premier  si 
he  had  received  a  deputation  from  the  lioman  Catholic 
same  subject,  and  that  he  had  answered  them  in  w 
should  be  brought  in  without  their  knowledge  and  ac 
first  obtained.  He  was  ready,  if  desired,  to  give  in  wril 
ance  to  the  Protestant  Committee. 

"  It  was  noticeable  that  the  Premier  adopted  the  la 
mittee  in  using  the  terms  Catholic  and  non-Catholic 
and  Protestant." 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Sub-Committee  on  School 
His  Lordship  the  chairman's  name  being  added  thereto 
Committee  be  requested  to  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the 
to  agree  on  some  uniform  system  of  preliminary  exami 
on  the  study  of  such  professions. 

In  reference  to  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fee 
of  the  Dominion  Grovernment,  His  Lordship  the  chairm 
stated  that  he  had  put  himself  in  communication  witl 
Dominion,  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  that  the  question  h 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  Sir  Leonard  Tilley,  and  that,  ii 
following  letter  &om  the  said  Sir  Leonard  Tilley,  Min 


was  deemed  unnecessary  for  the  deputation  to  proceed  to  Ottai 
matter  in  qneetion. 

[Copy.]  Ottawa,  March  *J 

My  Dear  Sir  John, 

I  think  we  can  make  an  advance  of  #20,000  or  |25,000  of  th< 
Fees,  referred  to  pending  the  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  wi< 
now  near  at  hand.  It  may  not  be  necessary,  therefore,  for  the  < 
to  come  to  Ottawa. 

Tours  sincerely, 

S.L. 
The  Bight  Honorable 

Sir  John  A.  McDonald,  K.C.B.,  &c. 

The  question  of  a  higher  grade  of  Academy  Diploma,  refe; 
Committee  by  the  corporation  of  McGill  University,  was  next 
and  after  careful  consideration  of  the  same,  the  following  cone) 
reached  : 

Regvlatiom  respecting  Academy  D^lomas. 

Hereafter  three  grades  of  Academy  Diplomas  for  Protestant 
or  High  Schools  may  be  granted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Ed 
follows  : 

1.  The  First  Class  Academy  Diploma,  to  Candidates,  who  bi 
uates  in  Arts  of  some  British  or  Canadian  University,  and  ban 
both  Latin  and  Greek  in  their  course  of  study,  have  also  passed 
nation  in  the  Art  of  teaching  in  the  McG-ill  Normal  School,  as 
by  its  regulations, — certification  of  the  above  to  be  made  by  th( 
of  the  Normal  School. 

2.  The  Second  Class  Academy  Diploma,  to  Candidates,  who  1 
the  Academy  Diploma  of  the  McGill  Normal  School,  or  of  a  Boarc 
iners,  and  have  thereafter  passed  the  second  year's  or  intermediat< 
tion  of  a  University  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  or  {in  case  of  fen 
dates)  who  have  passed  in  the  examination  of  the  Universities 


Associate  in  Arts,  iuclnding  the  examinations  in  Latin  and 
cation  of  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  UniverBity, 

8.  The  Third  Class  ordinary  Academy  Diploma,  to  C 
have  passed  the  examination  for  the  same  before  the  Norma 
iners,  or  any  Board  of  Examiners,  having  the  power  to  e 
Academy  Diploma, — certification  of  the  same  to  be  made  I 
of  the  Normal  School,  or  by  the  Board  of  Examiners. 

In  the  distribation  of  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  on 
mies  in  which  a  first  or  second  class  Academy  Teacher  has 
shall  be  considered  to  be  entitled  to  the  first  and  second  gx 
tion  from  the  Superior  Education  Fund. 

The  request  of  the  Directors  of  the  Quebec  High  Schi 
from  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  was  left  over  for  cons 
meeting  for  the  annual  distribution  of  said  fund. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  course  of  study  for  nugrad 
Schools,  prepared  by  Mr.  Rexford,  be  adopted  and  recomm 
the  luspectors  be  instructed  to  examine  schools  in  accord 
same. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  educational  financial  matters,  re 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  the  question  of  expense  of  pn 
tional  Record,  of  inspection  of  Academies  and  Model  Schi 
referred  to  the  same. 

The  Committee  agreed  that  Mr.  Rexford's  recommendai 
second  class  Elementary  Diplomas  be  issued  for  one  year 
the  Candidate  taking  the  highest  total  marks,  and  a  first  c 
exempt  from  fees,  (8)  That  Candidates  for  Teachers'  Diplon 
in  drawing,  those  for  Elementary  Diplomas  on  Smith's  Man 
Schools,  and  those  for  Model  School  and  Academy  Diplomas 
for  Intermediate  Schools,  be  adopted. 

That  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instmc 
to  lay  the  aforesaid  recommendations  before  the  Lientt 
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Council,  for  sanction ;  and  that  the  aforesaid  recommendations  take  effect 
at  the  May  Examinations  of  Candidates  for  Teachers'  Diplomas  of  1884. 

Complaint  having  been  made  that  in  some  instances,  Protestant  Candi- 
dates for  Teachers'  Diplomas,  had  gone  for  examination  to  Roman  Catholic 
Board  of  Examiners,  it  was  resolved  : 

"  That  all  Protestant  Candidates  for  Teachers'  Diplomas  be  examined 
under  the  regulations,  and  by  the  papers,  issued  by  the  Protestant  Commit- 
tee of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  Revd.  Mr.  Blaylock,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Eiaminers,  Bonaventure,  stating  that  previous  to  the  formation  of 
said  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  Bonaventure,  several  Protestants  had 
received  Diplomas  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Board  sitting  at  Carleton,  and 
enquiring  whether  said  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  Bonaventure,  could 
now  call  such  teachers  before  them  for  re-examination,  the  secretary  was 
instructed  to  say  that  the  Committee  has  made  provision  for  the  future  in 
this  regard,  but  could  do  nothing  in  reference  to  the  past. 

A  reference  from  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Pontiac,  in  regard  to  the 
granting  of  Diplomas  to  three  candidates  slightly  under  the  legal  age,  who 
had  passed-the  recent  examinations  for  Elementary  Diplomas,  was  laid  be- 
fore the  Committee.  As  in  said  reference  it  was  stated  that  there  was  a 
scarcity  of  Teachers  in  the  district,  the  Committee  agreed  to  authorize  the 
issue  of  the  Diplomas,  by  the  said  Board  of  Examiners,  Pontiac. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Heneker,  seconded  by  Dr.  Hemming,  it  was  re- 
solved : 

"  That,  with  regard  to  the  engagement  of  teachers  in  the  common 
schools, — the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent,  par.  iv.,  in  his  circu- 
lar of  the  3rd  April  1883,  be  adopted  by  this  Committee,  and  that  the 
engagement  of  such  teachers  be  for  the  whole  year,  and  not  for  any  less 
period. 

A  letter  having  been  read  from  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Leach,  announcing 
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his  resignation  of  office  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  P 
it  W85  resolved : 

"  That  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  P 
while  regretting  the  loss  which  their  body  sustains  by  tl 
gentleman  of  so  high  a  culture,  and  of  such  educational 
to  offer  to  Archdeacon  Leach,  their  thanks  for  the  grj 
which  he  has,  during  so  many  years  given  to  the  cause  c 
tion,  and  to  assure  him  that  the  personal  respect  and  attach: 
he  inspired  his  colle^aes,  must  always  continue  tho 
intercourse  has  ceased." 

A  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Presb 
Canada,  on  the  desirability  of  instructing  children  in  ou 
regarding  the  effects  of  alcohol  on  the  human  system,  < 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  contingent  expenses  of  the  Secretary,  amonntii 
ordered  to  be  paid. 

There  being  no  forther  business,  the  Committee  adjc 
Wednesday,  the  26th  September,  or  earlier,  if  necessary, 
chairman. 
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